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OF 
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CHAPTEE XII. — cmitinued. 

Embassy to China — Administration of the Carnatic — Conduct of the Madii# 
Government — Pienewal of Company’s Charter — Arrears of the Nalsoh of 
A root — Proceedings at Chandernagore — Lord Cornwallis embarks for Madras 
— The Messrs. Hollond and their Dubash Paupiah — Preparations for the 
Campaign. 


Right Hojt. Henry Dundas to E'Arl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] PiGceivcd March 4, 1790. 

My dear Lord, WimWedon, Ang. 1, 1789, 

This letter is iuteiided for your information on the subject of 
the China embassy. The diflicnlty of finding such a successor to 
Colonel Cathcart as was altogether satisfactory, has occasioned a 
frequent cliange of resolutions on that subject. We had determined 
to commit the whole execution of this business to you, and with 
that view the accompanying pajiers were prepared, but against 
this resolution a legal doubt was stated by the Chancellor, import- 
ing that the King’s authority could not be delegated to any other 
person ; but that both the appointment of the person of the ambas- 
sador, and the instructions to be given to bim, must flow from tlie 
King himself. In addition to this difficnltv, iirudhci- ciivumstance 
lias recently come to my Iniowledge. X I:.-!', c- re l that the 

Court of Directors are ratlier hostile to the expedition, and give out 
that it may he highly prejudicial to their interests, if, by creating 
jealousies among the Mandarins and otlier Chinese at Canton, it 
should suspend in any degree the intercourse with them, by which 
only, under the present cneumstances, their trade can be carried on. 
I feel so mncli the importance of establishing a commercial con- 
nexion with the great empire of Cliina, that I am not disposed to be 

j VOL. II. B 
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discoHi’tigGcl from til !• Ry ii :iy i i'i' ’-•'I riL=trnotm'i=<; but considering’ 

- r— v-M' ii c.'w iiiTangemeiit witli 

■ y I i V must take place, and considering howinnclr 

tire prosperity of tlieir affairs depends on tire resources of tire Clriiia 
trade, it occurred to me as imprudent to give them a handle for 
saying that any measure suggested or promoted by Government 
had proved prejudicial to them. I stated the difficulty to Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Grenville, and they conciu- in ophiion with me. We are 
all, however, deshons that as much forwardness as possible should 
take place in the business, either vith a view to final completion, 
or further information. For tliis purpose I trouble you with this 
letter. From the instructions to Colonel Cathcart formerly sent to 
you, and the papers herewith sent, you are in the full possession of 
aU our ideas ; and if no material objection occur to you against it, 
we would suggest to you the propriety of selecting some person 
from among those in India, in whose discretion and abilities you 
can confide, and employing him to make his way to China, either 
as a secret agent, and without any avowed authority, or as commis- 
sioned by you to settle such points as fall within the sphere of your 
Go-vernment. By means of such a person, sent in whichever of 
these modes you may judge most prudent, w^e conceive you may 
receive information as to such 2 :)articiilars of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, dispositions and commercial wants, as may enable you and 
us to judge how far we are justified in the notion we entertain of 
the importance of a more extended commercial connexion with 
CMna, and how far there is a reasonable jrrospect of our being able 
to accomplish it. j 

Heney Dundas. 

Right Hon. Hestky Dundas to Eael Cornwallis. 

[Received March 4, 1790.] 

My DEAR Lord, London, Aug. 1, 1789. 

Although the Secret Committee is the jirojier official channel 
through which I ought to correspond with youi’ Lordship on points 
of a confidential nature, still ffom the constitution of it, and the 
members of which it often consists, it is more eligible for me to 
convey to you in a less official manner, my own and the sentiments 
of my colleagues on many points. It is on that ground that I in 
this manner chuse at present to advert to what you have stated in 
your letter of the 15th of December, 1788, respecting the death of 
the Nabob’s second son, and yovr opinion in consequence thereof. 
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tliat the Caraatick should be administered under an assignment 
shniiar to that which took place under Lord Macartney. At the 
time when the Board of Controul gave the order for restoring 
the Nabob’s country to him, they had no doubt that every reason 
of expedience founded on considerations of the due administration 
of the Nabob’s country operated against that order, but when they 
attended to the terms under wliich Lord Macartney had obtained 
possession of that country, and the importance it was to restore, 
if possible, by every means, the credit of Great Britain uuth the 
native powers, they felt themselves constrained to view the subject 
merely on the footing of the obhgatioiis under which they lay 
by the then suljsisting treaties with the Nabob. They have con- 
tinued liitlierto to view the transaction in the same light. We are 
perfectly satisfied of the expediency of the Oarnatick being under 
the administration of the Madras Government, but we have never 
seen sufficient means fairly to obtain that object ; and if we enter- 
tained sentiments of that nature before, we are certainly much 
confirmed in them by the recent conversations we have held with 
Sir Archibald Campbell and Mr. Oakley,^ the late President of the 
Committee of Assigned Eevenue. They differ a little as to the 
progress the country has made in improvement since the termina- 
tion of the late war, but they both agree in thinkiag the country 
is by no means improved in the degree it ought to have been, and 
they likewise agree that there is little prospect of its doing so while 
under tlie management of the Nabob. 

Under tliese cu’cumstances, your Lordship must be sensible 
how much we concur iu the reasoning of the letter to the Secret 
Committee of the 15th of December, and nothing but the good 
faith of our transactions with the Nabob stands in the way of resoid- 
ing to the conclusion oiirbvishes naturally suggest. We are, how- 
ever, much encouraged to hope for being more speedily extricated 
from this dilemma, than we were before the death of the Ameer 
ul Omrah ; Sir Archibald Campbell has intimated to ns that the 
eldest son has expressed himself to him in terms v.hich ii'iiiori'd m 
strong inclination on his part, that the affairs of tin- Cii!-;;,:! ii-k w. i>- 
under a system of administration similar to that which took place 
under the Assignment, and this idea is conformable to the general 
idea we had formed of his character, and predilectipn for the British 
Government in India, and we cannot help flattering ourselves with 


^ Mr., afterwards Sir Charles Oakeley, Govei-nbr of Madras from April, 1790, to 
Bart., so created June 5, 1790, b. Feb. 16, Aug. 1791. He acted as Governor while 
1751, d. Sept. 7, 1826 m, Oct. 19, 1777, General Medows was in the field. 

Helena, dan, of Hobort Beatson, of Killeide, 
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an opinion that, however adverse the Nabob himself was to such a 
system when he was under the influence of his second son, and 
when ]iis temper was heated by the altercations with Lord Macart- 
ney, he may now be more reconciled to such an arrangement, 
. Can be anyhow gi-atified, which we under- 

■■■■ than any other, his ruling passion. After having- 
troubled yom- Lordship with these general observations, you will 
naturally anticipate the conclusion wc draw from them. We wish 
not to infringe the terms of any existing treaty, but if, consistent 
with that principle, your Lordship can devise any means by whicli 
this important point can be gained, either immediately by treaty 
TOth the Nabob, or by treaty with his eldest son in the event of liis 
father’s death, we shall feel that you have accomplished a mea- 
sure of much importance to the interest of Government in India, 
and no less so to the interest of the Nabob’s family, and the 
in-espcrity of the Oarnatick. This can only be accomplished by 
(he (hn’crmneiit on the spot acting under your Lordship. You 
are in the full possession of our principles and wishes on this 
important subject, and in conformity to them we make no doubt 
you will act in consequence of the very general terms in which, 
for the reasons already alluded to, we have thouglit proper to 
answer yom- letter to the Secret Committee of the Ibtli of De- 
cember, 1788. I remain, &c., 

Henby Dujstdas. 

Chaeles Towxshen'd, Esq., to Eael Coenwallis. 

[Received Mai-ch 4, 1790.] 

My Lord, oh Burlington Street, July 23, 1780. 

. . . I flatter myself that w'e shall send you no war from 
our part of the globe before your retm-n, beeaus T 1. - Ih 
that the French will be in a situation to distm'b ;■ 
takes place. 

Who could have expected to have seen so soon a King of France 
led in triumph by the mob of Paris, and forced to go to the Clmrcli 
of Notre Dame to thank God for his own humiliation ? ^ 

I heard the Spanish Ambassador® say to-day, that the French were 

‘ Tliisjs incorrect. On July 16, the Yeraailles, and wont to the Hotel de Ville, but 
I.; : .ph.r.! r..’ !- r- 1 not to Notre Dame. 

^ The Marquis del Campo was ambassador 

h-.r.to th-' Tr;!'!? '•>y t;;s M.mg. Louis '‘C-: , , , ' i: . ■ ' ■ , .. 

> . I. ■ 1 - ii..- . day from Family on the King’s recovery. 
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busy iu establisbing peace and good order before they proceed to 
establish their new Grovernment. Tb.o TTou-:- t-f piiy ih.-.iiiv 

for the support which they gave to the A. in.ci'ifiiii'. J.i imp. -si! h? 
to guess what will be the consequence of this Eevolution, which wdl 
entirely alter the state of Europe. 

As for home, the Session, thank God, is now near its conclusion, 
and everybody is gone or going into the country, where I hope they 
will get rid of their ill humoiu’s and party rage, which has been 
more violent than ever this winter. 

It has been peculiarly fortunate for me at this time to be in pos- 
session of Chislehurst,^ which is my chief residence, and where I 
hope to give you a bottle of claret and show you my dairy of SuffoUc 
polls in a year or two. 

You wiU see by the papers that my brother has made a good 
retreat® from the vexations of this world. He has the place of 
01 lief Justice in Eyre, on the same terms as Lord Grantley,® viz. 
2500?. a-year, and his son John^ goes to the Admiralty. 

I this morning saw the pretty Marchioness Townshend ® confined 
by the gout. I go to-morrow to Pepperharrow, where I shall find 
my sister Lady Middleton ® just recovered from her second fit of the 
same distemper. The misfortunes of these two ladies will surprise 
you as much as the Eevolutions in France, and you will be apt to 
suspect that they are not the tw • i f -he family who have 

most deserved this punishment. • however by way of 

compensation, had one turn of good fortune, Her son Charles,'’' who 


1 A small fi.state in Kent, which he had 


. ■ • I 

l.-r: i!-.’.:'.;:.-. . - ; c ••‘ated 

-i. ; Sir 

W ilium Ohiiiple, a Puisne Judjje of the 
Kind’s Bench. fcoliuloi-Ceneial, Jan. 25, 
1762; Attornev-Genera], Dec, 16, 1763, till 
Sept. 1765. ri !: IP uc-; I : 

Corawallis, J:.::, .'T ;', .'P .u i 

SpeaKer of Die House of Commons, Jan. 23, 


were Chi,.-1' Justici-.s in Evre, .and died within 
one day ..f eiii'Ii m,la'r. N.P. for Wigan from 
Nov. 1762 to March, 1768, and then for 

, after- 
wards 2nd "■ ' C. ’'7'''*, 

(L .Tail, 20, • ; , , 

Sophia, dim. of Edward, 17th Lordde Clifford; 


2nd, May 27, 1802, l.v ih 1., 

1st Earl of Leitrim. I'' -i, oi’ 
State from Dec. 1783, to Aug. IVou; Luid 
of the Admiralty to May, 1793 ; and then 
Lord of the Tre.i.v.iry till ho. hecame a peer; 
Ranger of the I 'arks till his denlli. M.P. for 
Whitchurch from Nov. 1790, till he suc- 
ceeded to C P'-'f-.-'-r, .t-T” 1", 1800. 

® Anvre, o;' Mr Montgomery, 

March 29, 1819; m. May 19, 1776. ’she 
and her two sisters, Mrs„ Beresford, wife of 
the Right Hon. John Beresford, and Mrs. 
Gardiner, wife of the Riglit Hon. Luke Gar- 
diner, afterwards 1st Viscount Mountjoy, 
wore celebrated for their beauty, and sat to 
Sir Joshua Reynold.s ns fl-e Three Graces 
adorning the allar of l!\:non. The picture 
isno.v i;! G i'.. '.. 

5 3rd Viscount 

Middleton, b. 1732, d. Sept. 18, 1808 ; m. 
May 1, 1752. 

7 Hon. C' -r.-l.--: P.v.l h. |7.’*. 

d. May L.8 ■, M. ;y. 

dau. of Ri. ;; -.1 W- • !. ll:'.'.; :■ o ‘ 
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is in orders, and resides in Ireland, lias got tlie living of Middleton 
by tlie gift of liis father-in-law, which, besides its value of 800?. per 
annum, is so peculiarly eligible on account of its situation on Lord 
Middleton’s estate. 

I have not seen Lord Brome lately, but I hear very good accounts 
of him, as well with respect to his healtli as his improvement in 
everything wliich you can wish. I have not been at Eton since the 
death of poor Young, who, if he had been now alive, would have 
been highly entertained at the wonders of the jiresent age ; the 
Marcpiis de la Fayette commanding 50,000 French militia to de- 
throne his own King, whilst Wasliingtoii was ghing an enter- 
tainment on account of the recovery of the King of England, and 
the towns of PMladelpliia and Boston rejoicing upon the same 
occasion. . . . 

Be so kind as to remember me to Colonel Boss, and believe me 
to be, &c., Charles Townshend. 

P.S. M. de Bailly,’ who was presented to the King of France to 
bi-. rir.pri-.vcd b-yhim as Mayor of Baris, an office created in the room 
( i' I'l" n.iii!” vcho was beheaded, and held the office of Prevot des 
Marehands, made a speech to His Majesty, and told him that he 
now dehvered up to him the same keys which had been given to 
Henry IV. on his conc|u ’• 1 that he now delivered 

them to him upon their •• • !• . i'-- !•, ' ... 


The MAnquis op LANsnownE to Earl Cornwallis. 
[Eeceived IL-ircli i, 1790.] 


My dear Lord, BowooJ Park-, Aug. 13, 1789. 

... I wite to you in the midst of affliction for the loss 
of Lady LausdoAViie ; though I was taught to expect it long before 
it happened, I cannot help being excessively stunned with it. I am 


Mr. BroJriek was made Bishop of Clonfert, 
1795 ; of Kilinore,' Jan. 1796 ; and Arch- 
bishop of Cashel, 1801. PeiiperhaiTow, in 
SuiTuy, was Lord Middleton’s English resi- 
dence. 

' Joan Sylvain Bailly, b. Sept. 15, 1736, 
executed Nov. 12 , 1793 . Contraiy to the 
h .. ■ .v".: ’ -ited the profes- 
■ .1 ■ : acipnred some 

i'. ■■ ■ • •••.-•■. Unfortunately 

- ■■ .. ■ ■. .jleut jiolitician, 

was elected Pusiduit of the Ktafs Ucheraux 
ill 1789 , and soon after was made Mayor of 
Paris. It was i® that capacity tliat he ad- 


dressed the King. “ Co Lon Roi (Henri IV.),” 
he said, ‘‘avait cotnpuis son people, e’est 


unciiitcii. 



the day t- 


ins Old a.ssociaies round he 

■ P ‘ . I Views and 

: N ;■ V denounced 

r. P ■ ■ , : i . d and con- 

-k- fillowing day, 

• k.-.- V ■■■■... treatment. 

■ ■ ■ ■■ i ■ vot do.s Mar- 

; ... I'.iy 14, 1789, 
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figiiting u]3 against tlie effects of it as well as I can, by riding and 
quiet with a mixture of very ■ ■' ! - wdiich Miss Yernon ^ and 

Miss ffox ® are so good to attorci me, who are so good to continue 
the same habits as when Lady L. was living. 

I have been for months past. out of the way of all politicks. 
Among the very few people I saw in London was our old friend 
Schleiffen,® who has been most shamefully treated by the Landgrave 
of Hesse,^ and as generously received by the King of Prussia. He is 
come over to settle with om* Ministry a plan of defence for Holland, 
in case the French should meditate any steps in favour of the body 
of refugees ^ whom they are still at the expense of subsisting. How- 
ever I think that everything of late seems taking a pacific turn, 
which will be best for us, for, independent of other circumstances, 
the Eevolution in Holland was very incomplete, and has left that 
country in a state of strange inefficiency, so as that for years to come 
it must prove a burihen to any alliance. It has been the accidental 
interest of 1 h'; difrcrciit jHirl with us to commend it extravagantly, 
but I have ih" I'C'.: ar-'Miid.' il-r conceiving a very different opinion. 
There are several reports of differences in our Cabinet, and though 
I II ui peifecily ignorant how far they may be founded, I should 
suppose llifit the Ministry are upon too narrow a bottom to continue 
long as they are. As to French politicks, you will find them very 
accurately stated in our papers. The best accounts of them are in 
the Grazetteer and Morning Post, Most of their refugees are likely 
to rendezvous at Turin ; some are come here, and many more are 
expected. As far as I can collect from some whom I have been 
obliged to see, neither King nor Queen discovered the least resom-ce 
of any kind, and are at Ihi.- iiic!:ii;n(. conijilrt-ly deserted. 

Be so good to make inv kind c<iiii]»iii'ivMii'; to your brother, and 
Believe me, &g., 

JLansdowne. 

\ I . ’ 

Luneville, Feb. 9, 1801, he called himself 
Elector of Hesse. 

® Many of the democratic leaders, after the 
restoration of the Stadthoidor’s power in 


1 Caroline, dan. of Richard Vernon, Esq:., 
M.P., b. June?, 1768, d. Dec. 11, 1833; 
m. Aiig. 1797, Robert Smith, Esq.,- M.P., 


March 12, 1845. Her mother was sister to 
Lady Laiisdowiie. 

3 Martin Ernest, Comte de Schleiffen, b. 
1732, d. Sept. 15, 1825, unmarried. He had 
been in the Hessian service*, and served in 
America with Lord Cornwallis. In conse- 
quence of some dispute with the Elector of 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Silt Calcutta, April 1, 1790. 

. . . I am very liappy not only to be assured that the 

general' tenor of my measures which were known to you previous to 
the sailing of the Vestal, corresponded very much with your general 
sentiments on the affairs of this country, but to feel conscious that 
those which I have pursued since that time are likely to meet with 
your approbation. 

I have not time, and indeed it is needless for me to enter into 
the general detail of the loreparations for the war against Tijipoo, 
as you will see the whole in my letters and in those from the Board 
to the Court of Directors and Secret Committee. The decided and 
spirited conduct of the Nizam, who has already taken the field, and 
the favourable state of the negotiation with the Marattas, added to 
om* own exertions, leave us very little to iippreheud ns to the final 
success of the w'ar ; but the very criminal conduct of th^ late Govern- 
ment of Madras •^vill r-’.-v- --.'.Ir" t v- 7->rogress before the 

setting in of the rain- ‘a \i_ what is still worse, 

will -b’ . '''■ hi- . id destruction of the territories of 

our ■ ; ■■ ■ i’ • ' !':•••• • • • •. 

Af V. i Qf operations, which is to 

invacie Tippoo s country with one very considerable army from 
Tricliinopoly, and leave aH the rest of the Carnatic force on the 
defensive. I am not quite sm’e that I perfectly approve of this, 
for although our army will by this means possess the rich country 
of Coimbatoor, yet as they cannot pass the Ghauts which divide 
that part of Tippoo’s dominions from the Mysore country, until the 
rains cease in the latter (for yon must understand that in Coimba- 
toor they have the rains at the same time as in the Carnatic, and 
in j\i'ysore at th^same time as on the Malabar Coast), I cannot help 
ap}»rehending that during the period in which our army will be 
detained in Coimbatoor, the Carnatic will be greatly exposed to the 
incursions of Tippoo’s cavalry. But it was too late, even if I had 
been convinced of its imperfection, and had possessed suflicieiit 
local knowlrfl[re to have propo-rd a better, to have rendered it 
prudent for la--; i--. ;:iio'!!pv lo ii-L-i' ii. 

Cockerell’s detachment, to which I am now sending by the 

Houghton Indiaman a --f '■r'' ■■ ■■.. . will he of greaf 

use, and if he is joined oy a uody oi the iNizam's cavahy, and can 
enter the Cuddapa country, which is on the west side of the Ghauts, 
liefore the iHins begin, I tliink he may make Tippoo’s detachments 
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very cautious liow they venture through the narrow passes which 
divide the Mysore country from the Carnatic. I am not yet able 
to say whether the Bombay army will act separately or in con- 
junction with tlie Marattas, but perhaps I may receive information 
of the adjustment of that business before the sailing of the Chester- 
• I am, &c,, 

COENWALLIS. 

Eael ConNWALLis TO H. R. H. THK Duke op York. 

SlEj - Calcutta, April, 1790, 

. . . I have been honoured with yoim Eoyal Highness’s , 

letter dated the 9th of August by the Vestal frigate, and I am in- 
finitely flattered in finding that I still hold a place in yom* recol- 
lection. 

The events of the last year in Europe have indeed been par- 
ticularly interesting. It is however with satisfaction that I see our 
Northern aUiance make a progress in firmness and respectability, 
and I hope that Britain will long retain the importance which she 
has now recovered amongst her neighbours. 

It is impossible to look ^vithout compassion upon the wretched 
state of France, but when wo consider that the unprovoked and 
unjustifiable part which that nation took against us in the late 
iVmerican war, has perhaps greatly contributed to produce the pre- 
sent convulsions, we cannot say that they are totally unmerited, 
and although it may be natural for your Koyal Highness to feel 
disnii^iointcd nt not having the means of improving yourself in your 
profession, 1 must candidly confess that I reflect with no small 
degi'ee of satisfaction, that our tranquillity in Europe is not likely to 
be soon disturbed by that late powerful and restless neighbour. 

The cloud which hung over om' domestic prosperity is, thank 
God, entirely dissipated by His Majesty’s most happy recovery, in 
which joyful event no one of his subjects, either from the feelings 
of duty and loyalty or from those of gratitude and personal attach- 
ment, could have taken a more sincere part than myself. . . . 

The backwardness of omr preparations on the coast, which was 
owing to the shameful conduct of Mr. HoUond, and his disobedience 
of the clear and positive orders of this Government, will I fear 
render it impossible to bring the contest to an happy issue before 
tlie setting in of the periodical rains, which commence in that pai't 
of the Mysore country which is situated beyond the Ghauts, in the 
month of June, so that with all the exertions of oursekes and our 
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allies, we can hardly hope at soonest for an honourable and advan- 
tageous peace bef'-v.,- lb-- li="'ginnir!g of the nest year. 

Under these eliviMiS-iiiiiCi ii - very doubtful whether I 

shall ])G able with propriety to return to England in the year 1791, 
which at my time of life is a very serious disappointment, but after 
having undertaken the government of this country, I shall not 
think myself at liberty to resign it, until there could be no reason- 
able ground for apprehendhig that it might be attended with any 
material detriment to the public interest. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Minute by the Governor-General. 

April 2, 1790. 

I have read with great attention the minutes of Mr. Edward 
John HoUond,' which have been transmitted to us by the G-overnor 
in Council of Fort St. George, in answer to our letters dated the 
8th and 11th of February, requhing of that Government to assign 
reasons, or to gjye explanations of those parts of their conduct which 
we stated to have appeared to us in a very disadvantageous light, 
and I am persuaded that the other members of the Board will be 
as little satisfied as I am, vdtli th-- je-iin.-iilkii ih:!i. has been offered 
f ir sr-verril ii|:|)iii'i !'l i-ts of [■iiiilie O'liy. i.;ii jiiiTiii-ulii;!} for the 
dir-i-eenn! di-hi li-’' ;>•:••• of the clear and <-\jf!icii ordn'- con- 
tained in our letters dated the 29th August and 13th November 
last, ‘ I -'■b- -v.'. ■■ r ..t Tippoo should be considered as at 
war 1 I ■■ ■ ■ . ■ ' - old attack any part of the dominions 

of tin -y- of Travancore, which were guaran- 

teed to tl-.i- iii by the Company at the late treaty of peace. 

As ill’. J olm HoUond has thought proper to rehn(jmsh his station 
in the Council of Fort St. George, and to return to Europe, I shall 
forbear at present from expressing my sentiments respecting him 
further than by declaring, that exclusive of the jii'iuci|):d .'l;i!!'i; wlii-di. 
falls to him of the culpability of the measure.' (.'i' !ii.' 'biV"T;i!in !;i. 
he i ' pcrtir-nliudy Te -pori'ib].. for not forwarding the letter to Tippoo 
Sulitoii! V, i:, iiiio- iooiu ordoi’s projiosed the appointment 
of commissioners, to examine the tenure by which the Dutch held 
Oranganore and J acottah, at the same time that the letter on that 
subject was despatched to the Rajah of Travancore. Had no delay 

> Edward John Hollond was a brother of land Feb. 13, 1790, he succeeded him in the 
Mr. Jolin Hollond, the acting Governor of supreme authority for a few days. 

Madr.^. On iiis brother’s departure tor Eng- 
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intervened in despatcliing that letter, it would have reached Tippoo 
before the day on which he attacked the Rajah’s lines, and it is not 
absolutely impossible that the reasonable propositions contained in 
it, might have induced him to open a negotiation for settling the 
points in dispute if he had received them previous to his having 
actually commenced hostilities. 

It must also be imputed principally to Mr. John HoUond, as a 
most culpable neglect, that he gave no communication to the Resi- 
dents at Hydrabad and Poonah, of Tippoo’s having violated the 
treaty with the Company by attacking the Rajah of Travancore’s 
lines on the 29th of December ; but after the above neglect, he is 
stiU more reprehensible for the manner in which he communicated 
to Captain Kennaway that part of Tippoo’s letter dated the 1st of 
January, in which he asserts that the attack was made by accident 
and without any orders from him, because Mr. HoUond well laiew 
that the reports of Mr. Powney, the Resident, and accounts through 
different channels, positively said that the attack was not only made 
by Tippoo’s dhect orders, but that there was every reason to believe 
that he actually conducted it in person, and was himself wounded 
or bruised in the action. 

Mr. HoUond must also, independent of these reasons, have been 
sensible that as the general tenor of that letter was so far from 
being conciliatory, that it principally consisted of a repetition of the 
offensive and inadmissible demands that the Rajah should destroy 
part of his lines, and restore Cranganore and Ayacottah to the 
Dutch, the disavowal wliicli it contained of an intention to commit 
hostilities on the 29th of Decen^ber could on no reasonable ground 
whatever be entitled to the least attention ; and by conveying the 
information of Tippoo’s disavowal to Captain Kennaway, without 
explaining the notorious circumstances wliich rendered the truth 
of his assertion improbable, Mr. HoUond could only have intended 
to impress Captain Kennaway, and Mr. Malet tlmoiigh him, with 
a belief that all differences would be amicably adjusted, and con- 
sequently they might have been induced, by so high an authority, 
to slacken in their zealous endeavours to secure the friendship and 
co-operation of the Hizam and the Mahrattas, in exacting reparation 
from Tippoo for liis flagrant breach of the treaty. 

Ill aU the other measures which either come under the head of 
neglect of duty, or of direct disobedience of our orders, the members 
of the Board v , ■ culpability with their late President, as 

no dissent or ■ . ■ ! , of any resolutions of G-overnment have 

been offered in their vindication, and the nttcmj)! of Mr. Edward 
Jolm HoUond to justify himself for the criminal disobedience of our 
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orders, in not acting as if lie considered the Company to be at war 
with Tippoo after that chief had atl.jch'.d ll.ioTtaja-h of Travanoore’s 
lines, by stating that a consideralh; .s:i\ iog fad I'oen made by his 
delay in maldng the necessary preparations for carrying on the war 
with vigour, must impress the Board with particular indignation, 
when we reflect that we have been during a considerable time ex- 
posed to the risk of its being rendered impracticable, by an incur- 
sion of Tippoo’s cavahy, to collect a sufficient number of draught 
and carriage bullocks to enable the army to take the field ; and still 
more especially, as we have been informed that by so criminal a 
procrastination it is even at this moment impossible for the Carnatic 
army to move in force, although u^e know that the dominions of a 
faitlif il ally are in the most imminent danger of being overrun and 
ravaged by nn implncahlc and barbarous enemy, against whom onr 
honour, interest, and regard to the faith of treaties, call loudly uj)on 
us to defend them. 

Om’ censures for the above culpable acts, are likewise applicable 
to Mr. Edward Jolm Hollond, who as a member of that Board has 
a share of responsibility for the measures that I have stated of the 
late Grovernmeiit ; and as I consider it to be no less requisite for the 
support of the authority of the Supreme .Covernment, than it is 
necessary for promoting the success of the present war, that a man 
who has been guilty of such misconduct should be deprived of any 
authority in the management of the Company’s affaii’s, I propose 
that he shall be suspended from his seat in the Council of Eort St. 
George, and from the emoluments that are annexed to that station, 
until the pleasure of the Court of Directors shall be known, and 
that the Governor in Council shall be directedT to call another 
member into Council in the room of Mr. Hollond. 

I am also called upon by a sense of public duty to declare that I 
diMifld ;■( i!ii\ l.'iiked uj-iiuMr. Taylor as a very unfit person 

il m-'i.'iiM-i' i!..> < ;ov(:r'i!'u.!ii o!.‘ Madras, because it appears 
upon record that his own subsistence and that of a large fiimily 
depend upon the regular payment of the dividends to the private 
creditors of the Nabob of Arcot, and that he has already allowed his 
public conduct to he influenced by considerations of his private 
interest ; -r - ■ ' . "tliis very weighty objection against Mr. 

Taylor as . < ' ■, i ist likewise add that although he is not 

so deeply implicated in the blaraeable disobedience of our orders as 
either of the other members of the late Government, yet he can by 
no means he acquitted of a considerable degree of criminality even 
on that liead, ■; j ] )voceodino:s of the 

Governor in C- ■ r I'. . >■. i . ■ that Mr. TayloJ took an 
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i':"!- ■■■■i '■1;-. j;' Iv".- "tr-i >■'* that business demanded, 

!■■ ■■■■■■ ■; ■ ■■ ■ ■)£ Ms colleagues in office, 

I- ■■ :.;:■■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ '■I--:- ■ ■:■■■■; s should enable the army 

to take the field, after that decided ciccumstance had occurred of 
Tippoo’s attack on the possessions of the Rajah of Travancore, under 
which they were positively directed by our orders of the 29th of 
August and 13th of November to consider themselves at war with 
Tippoo, and to take measures to prosecute the war with vigour. 

I propose tlierefore that General Medows sliould be directed to 
examine the proceedings of the Madras Board, from the day on 
which Mr. Taylor took Ms seat until the date on which our orders 
of tlie 27th of January arrived at that Presidency ; and if it should 
appear thahMr. Taylor during that period declared no disapproba- 
tion upon record of measures wMch were in direct contradiction 
both to the letter and spirit of om* instructions, I must consider him 
as a sharer in the guilt of that Government of which he was then 
a member, and I trust in that case that the Board will agree witli 
me in seeing the necessity, in the present critical situation of the 
Company’s affairs in the Carnatic, that Mr. Taylor should likewise 
be suspended, and his place at the Board supplied in the same 
manner as Mr. Hollond’s. 

The words of the Act of IParliament, as well as the pecuhar re- 
S23onsibility for the affairs of the Government of Fort St. George 
which is annexed to General Medows’ station, require that it should 
be left entirely to his discretion to select the persons who would be 
proper to succeed to the seats in Council, which will become vacant 
by the suspension of Messrs. Hollond and Taylor : but I think it 
right that we should offer to his consideration, whether, in making 
this selection, it may not be proper to hesitate in Rp]'iointing any 
j)Grson who will not declare upon Ms honom that lie h not. di'roci !y 
or indirectly, a creditor of the Nabob of Arcot or the Rajah of Tan- 
jore, and that he will not become a creditor of either of them, unless 
from a succession by will, or some unavoidable cause, so long as be 
sliall continue to be a member of the Government. 


Eakl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Hknry Dundas. 

[Private and Confidential.] 

Dear Sir, April 4 , 1790. 

In my other private and confidential letter I have contented 
myself with giving the most jirecise and minute answers in my 
power, to some of the queries that you stated in your letter 
addressed to me, as well as to the Governors of Madras and 
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Bombay. But as I am very sincerely anxious for the reputation 
and perinanenoy of the present administration, and shall ever feel 
most warmly concerned for our national prosperity in this country, 
I should not act a friendly part by you, or properly .in other 
respects, if I omitted on tliis occasion to give yon my sentiments 
most freely on some of the principles that may come under 
discussion, when you proceed to frame a plan for the government of 
our Indian possessions after the expuntion of the Company’s 
present charter. 

I must acknowledge that I was haj)23y to hear that the 
priiici})les of that j)lan were still under deliberation, and that it was 
only upon the su 2 )position that the commercial branch might be 
left to tbe Comj}any, and the other departments taken into the 
hands of Government, that you had stated those queries. Many 
weighty objections occur to the separation that you propose, for it 
is almost beyond a doubt udth me, that no solid advantages would 
be derived from placing the civil and revenue departments under 
the immediate direction of the King’s Government; and I am 
perfectly convinced that if the fostering aid and protection, and, 
what is full as important, the check and control of the Govern- 
ments abroad, are withdrawn from the commercial department, the 
Company would not long enjoy then new charter, but must very 
soon be reduced to a state of actual bankruptcy. 

I am. not surprised that after the interested and vexatious 
contradictions which you have experienced from the Com*t of 
Directors, you sliould be desfrous of taking as much of the business 
as possible entirely out of them hands, but I ^low that great 
changes are hazardous in all 2 )Oi)ular Governments, and as the 
paltry patronage of sending out a few UTiters is of no value to such 
an administration as Mr. Pitt’s, I should recommend it to your 
serious consideration, whether it would not be wiser wKen you shall 
no longer have to contend vuth chartered rights, to tie them liands 
from^ doing material mischief without meddling with them imperial 
dignity or them power of naming writers, and not to encounter the 
furious clamour that will be raised against aimexing the patronage 
of India to the influence of the Crown, excejit in cases of the most 
absolute necessity. 

That a Court of Directors formed of such materials as the 
present, can never, when left to themselves, conduct any branch of 
the business of this countT' 1 \ ^ id readily admit, but 

under certain restrictions, ■ ■ constituted, it might 

prove an useful check on the ambitious or corriij^t designs of some 
fritm’e Minister. In order however, to enable such Directors to do 
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this negative good, or to prevent their doing much positive evil, 
they should have a circumscribed management of the whole, and 
not a permission to ruin uncontrolled, the commercial advantages 
which Britain should derive from her Asiatic territories. 

It will of course have been represented to you that the India 
Company formerly was supported by its commerce alone, and that 
it was then richer than it is at present, and that when their 
Directors have no longer any business with governing emph-es, they 
may again become as thrifty merchants as heretofore. I am per- 
suaded however, that experience would give a contradiction to that 
theory, for if they sliould not have lost their commercial talents by 
having been Emperors, this country is totally changed by being 
under their .dominion. There are noAv so many Europeans residing 
in India, and there is such a competition at every aurimg of any 
consequence, that in my opinion even an upright Board of Trade 
sitting at Calcutta could not make ndA’'n’itii2''"ous contracts, or 
prevent the manufactures from being diT:;-*:-! , a mi therefore that 
unless tlie Company have able and active Kesidents at the different 
factories, and unless those Residents are prevented by the power of 
Government from cheating them as they formerly did, London 
would no longer be the principal mart for the choicest commodities 
of India. 

If the proposed separation was to take place, not a man of 
credit or character would stay in the Company’s service if he could 
avoid it, and those who did remain, or others who might be here- 
after appointed, would be soon looked upon as an inferior class of 
people, to the servants acting under appointments from Ins Majesty. 

The contempt with which they would be treated a\oii 1'1 iiol 
unobserved by the natives, and would preclude the (n’ 

their being of essential use, even if they were not deffcient in 
character or commercial abilities, and upon the supposition that the 
Company could afford to pay them liberally for their services. 

When you add to the evils which I have described and wliich 
no man acquainted with this country will think fictitious, the 
jobbing that must prevail at the India .House in a department 
which is in a manno- ■ ■ -■ plunder, you will not, I am sure, 

tliiiik that I have ■ :■■ ■ :■ i ’ . prophesying the banliruificy of 
the Company. 

In answer to this statement of E - ■■■■’ i''-;; » f-’- ■ C. . ■ r.,-.’ y’= 
canying on the trade, when all the other parts of the aclminis-^ 
tration of the country are taken into the hands of Government, it 
may be said by people who have reflected but little on the subject ; 
If the Company cannot carry on the trade, throw it ope)L to all 
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adventurers. To tliat mode I should have still greater objections, 
as it would render it very difficult for Government to prevent this 
niifortnnate country from being overrun by desperate speculators 
from all parts of the British dominions. The manufactures would 
soon go to ruin, and the exports, wliich would annually diminish in 
value, would be sent indiscriminately to the different countries of 
Europe. 

Although I can see no Idnd of objection to yom- opening the 
export trade from Britain to tliis country as much as you please, I 
cannot bring myself to believe that any person well acquainted with 
the manners of the natives, and with the internal state of this 
country, would seriously propose to throw the export trade from 
India entirely open, because it must necessarily come previously 
under consideration, whether the surplus revenue could be remitted 
by bills of exchange, and whether a more efficacious mode can be 
devised for securing the greatest possible advantages from this 
country to the British Government and to the nation at large, than 
by transmitting yearly a valuable investment of the best goods that 
Hindostan can afford, winch will not only furnish a large sum in 
duties to the State, but bring foreign purchasers from all quarters 
to the London market. We have made om’ investments these last 
two years under every possible local disadvantage, viz. the exorbi- 
tant price of grain and cotton, the total failine of the silk, and the 
dreadful famine and inundations in the Dacca district ; yet if you 
could get Mr. Scott^ the Director, or some other person wlio would 
make a fan report, to enquire into the merits of these investments, 
I have no doubt of its appearing that the Comp|bny have not for 
many years received an investment of so good quality, or one that 
would have been likely to have afforded so large a profit, if besides 
all other disadvantages, the India sales in London had not been 
considerably injured by the troubles in France and by the war in 
other parts of Eiu'ope, as well as by the powerful competition of the 
British manufactures. 

I know that it is much easier to point out defects in any plan 
that may be proposed than to substitute another good one in its 
place, and you will be sufficiently aware that the Opposition in 
Parliament whl spare no pains or exertions to throw ridicule and 
.-.-L :i -—.-1 . , y y-:+ Qj, forward, 

. 'upon them to propose any remedies 
for the eiTors or imperfections which they will lay to its charge. 

^ David Scott, d. Oct. 4, 1805. M.P. 
for Forfar County from Nov. 1790, then for 
Forfar Boroughs till his death. .4n East 



1790. 


EENEWAL OF COMPANY’S CHABTEE. 


17 


As a multiplicity of aifairs continually press tliemselves upon 
me for immediate despatcli, I am not able to give up much of my 
time to reflect deliberately upon tliis extensive subject, and as there 
are but few people here of comprehensive view's and abilities, with 
whom I can examine and fully discuss the various objects which 
ought to be included in so important a plan, I do not feel perfectly 
confident that I should, after more mature reflection, be entirely 
satisfied with all the opinions upon it which I at present entertain ; 
but I have thought it right to state without ceremony the ideas 
that I have at present formed, for yours and Mr. Pitt’s con- 
sideration. 

As the new system will only take place when the rights of the 
present Company cease, you cannot be charged with a violation of 
charters, and the attacks of the Op]ios)(iou in Parliament will 
therefore be confined to an (••.xarnimiiii.'ii oi’ its expediency and 
efficacy ; I fancy I need hardly repeat to you that they would above 
all tilings avail themselves of any apparent attempt on your part 
to give an increase of patronage to the Crown, which could not be 
justified on the soundest constitutional principles, or on the ground 
of evident necessity, and would make use of it to misrepresent 
your intentions and principles, and to endeavour to inflame the 
minds of the nation against you. 

An addition of patronage to the Crown, to a certain degree, will 
however in my opinion be not only a justifiable measure, but abso- 
lutely necessary for the futm-e good government of this country. 
But according to my judgment, a renewal of the Company’s 
charter for the management of the territorial revenues and the 
commerce of India for a limited time (for instance ten or fifteen 
years), and under such stipulations as it maybe tho" "ht y.i-rr^r f~ 
annex as conditions, would be the wisest foundation r ‘ . 

both for your own sakes as Ministers, and as being • .-i 

for securing the greatest possible advantages to Britain from her 
Indian |;.f;.->(''?>ion-. nnd least lilcely to injure the essential principles 
of our ou!i (..■oii.-i iriirion. 

The present Court of Directors is so numerous, and the respon- 
.-ibllily for j>iibli(! coivliicr which falls to the share of each individual 
is so small, that it can have no great weight with any of them, and 
the participation in a profitable contract, or the means of serving- 
friends or providing for relations, must always more than com- 
pensate to them for the loss that they may sustain by any 
fluctuation that may happen in the market-price of the stock 
wliich constitutes then qualifications. I should therefore think that 
it would be very useful to the public, to reduce the number of 
VOL. II. c 
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Directors to twelve, or to nine ; and if liandsoine salaries could be 
annexed to tliose situations, I should be clear for adopting means 
for tlieir being proliibited from having an interest directly or 
indirectly in contracts, or in any commercial transactions whatever, 
in which the Cniiij.-iiny inny have the smallest concern. 

At the sail'' - lini'- lio A cvi.-r, if one or both of these points should 
bo carried, I would not by any means recommend that they should 
retain tlie power of appointing Governors, Oommanders-in-Chief, 
or Members of Council, at any of the Presidencies ; the honour and 
interest of the nation, the fate of our fleets and armies, being too 
dci'ply stiilccd OH the conduct of the persons holding the above- 
inciiLioiicd oii'iccs, to render it safe to trust tlieir nominations in any 
other hands but those of the executive . Government of Britam. 
But as this measure, though not in fact deviating very widely from 
the existing arrangement, by which the King has the power of 
recalling those officers, would at first appear, a strong one, and 
v'ould be vehemently opposed, I would give it every qualification 
that the welfare and security of the country could admit of. I 
would establish it by law, that the choice of the Civil Members of 
Council should be limited to Company’s servants of a certain 
standing (at least twelve years), which would in the mind of every 
candid person leave very little room in respect to them for minis- 
terial patronage, and it should be left to the Court of Dii’ectors to 
frame such general regulations for the appointment to offices in 
India, as should be consistent with the selection of capable men, 
and to estabhsli the strictest system that they can devise of check 
and coutroul upon every article of expenditm-e at the different 
Presidencies. 

I would likemse recommend that it should be clearly under- 
stood and declared, that the Court of Directors should have a right 
to expect that, His Majesty’s Ministers would pay the greatest 
attention to all their representations respecting the conduct of the 
Governors, Commandor,s-in-Cliief, and Councillors ; and that in case 
satisfactory redress should not be given to any of their complaints 
of that nature, that they should have a right to insist upon the 
recall of any Governor, Commander-in-Chief, or Councillor whom 
they should name, and that the utmost facility should be given to 
them to institute prosecutions against such Governors, &c., whose 
conduct may appear to them to have been culpable, before the 
Court of Judicature which has been established by Act of Par- 
liament for the trial of Indian delinquents. 

In regard to the Military arrangement, I am clearly of opinion 
that the Eiiroj)ean troops should all belong to the King, for expo- 
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rience lias shown that the Company cannot keep up an efficient 
Em’opean force in India ; this is a fact so notorious, that no military 
man who has been in this country will ventm-e to deny it, and I 
do not care how strongly I am quoted as authority for it. 

The circumstances however, of the native troops are very 
different. It is liighly expedient, and indeed absolutely necessary 
for the pubHo good, that the officers who are destined to serve in 
those corps, should come out at an early period of life and devote 
themselves enthely to the Indian Service ; a perfect knowledge of 
the language, and a minute attention to the customs and religious 
prejudices of the sepoys, being qualifications for that line winch 
cannot be dispensed with. Were these officers to make a part of 
the King’s army, it would soon become a practice to exchange their 
commissions with ruined officers from England, who would be held 
in contempt by their inferior officers, and in abhorrence by then 
soldiers, and you need not be told how dangerous a disaffection in 
our native troops would be to our existence in tliis country. I thinlc 
therefore that as you cannot make laws to bind the King’s jirero- 
gative in the exchanges or promotions of his army, it would be 
much the safest determination to continue the native troops in the 
Company’s service, and by doing so you would stiU leave to the 
Court of Directors the patronage of cadets, and of course give some 
popularity to the measure. 

The ultimate line to be drawn, would give to the Com't of 
Dhectors the appointment of writers to the Civil branches of the 
service, and of cadets for the native troops, and the power of 
prescribing certain general rules under the descriptions I have 
mentioned, for the disposal of offices by the Governments in India, 
and of caUing the Governors, &c., to an immediate account for every 
deviation from these rules, but they ought to be strictly prohibited 
from appointing or recommending any of their servants to succeed 
to offices ill this country, as such ajipointinents or recommendations 
are -.--.-’.fly /-r nted to intrigue and solicitation than to a 

due ■ ■■■ or good pretensions, and such interference 

at home must always lii .-oi.-ir; (li.-c-n.-- to w< .-iken the authority 
of the Government in India. 

The mode of choosing the Dhectors, the term of their con- 
tinuance in office, and the manner in which they should render an 
account of their own conduct, and lay statements of the affahs of 
the Company before the Proprietors of the Stock, with a variety of 
other points of that natm’e, will be subjects of rogulntion ipiou (l!o 
present occasion; but upon the supposition of ih.- rliinii.r’s iK.ing 
renewed, it appears to me liighly requisite for the public good that 
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the right of iiispeetion and eontroiil in the ICing’s Ministers should 
be extended to every branch of the Company’s affahs, without any 
exception as to their commerce ; and as altercations between the 
controulling power and the Court of Directors must always be 
detrimental to the public interest, whether occasioned by improper 
encroachments on one side, or an obstinate or capricious resistance 
on the other, it seems particularly desirable that not only the 
' extent, but also the manner in winch the Ministers are to exercise 
the right of inspection and controul, should be prescribed so clearly 
as to ju’event if possible all grounds for misapprehension or disi^ute. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to John Shore, Esq. 


Dear Sir, • Calcutta, April 15, 1790. 

I send you a copy of my second minute according to my 
promise. I shall desire it to be sent to you by the coach, as I am 
afraid you would not think it worth the postage. 

Although Tippoo has opened batteries of heavy artillery against 
the poor Eajah of Travancore’s contcm-|-.tihh- hue-, lie had made no 
considerable impression upon tli- 'ii o:i luv L-'tIi of hi'i, month, and 
Powney then wrote me word that it was reported he was detacliing 
part of his army towards Coimbatore. 

The Marattas and Mizam have shown the utmost willingness to 
join us, and sent propositions which were really very fair for an 
alliance against Tippoo : I liavc approved and returned them for 
ratification. I flatter myself that noth such a confederacy, and 
the assistance of the Mairs, and Tippoo’s other oppressed and dis- 
contented subjects, the contest cannot last long. If you see Dick 
Johnson,^ you may tell him from me, that no man, except his 
friend Mr. Hollond, is half so much abused here as himself. 

I am, with very sincere good wishes for yom* health and hap- 
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Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 


Fort William, April 19, 1790. 

I received on the 17th instant your letter dated the 24th 
ultimo, containing the articles agreed upon between you and the 


^ Richard Johnson, M.P. for Milhorne 
Port from June 1791 to Feb. 1794. He 
married the widow of Mr. Watts, who had 


h-'r-- d.-'T--':' ;■ . r U: ■ ■ ..viS motliei' 
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Pesliwa’s ministers, and in addition to tlie satisfaction wliicli I 
received, at seeing this important business on the point of being 
settled so completely according to my wishes, I had the pleasure 
of knowing that you would, soon after the date of your letter, be 
relieved from your apprehensions in regard to Captain Kennaway’s 
negotiation, as you would learn from liimself, that everything was 
going on perfectly as we could wish at Hydrabad. 

I was extremely happy to find that the Kizam had been treated 
with so much delicacy in the arrangements that form the basis of the 
treaty ; and I conclude his Highness will make his option for the 
second mode that is submitted to him for the partition of conquests, 
as being conformable to the principles of the propositions which he 
transmitted to me through v'" Tv- -!-.:'.:.; . and to which I have 
aheady given my assent ; and indeed upon the whole I am inclined 
to think that it will be the most eHgible, and the least likely to occa- 
sion jealousies and differences during the continuance of the war. 

TJnder different circumstances, the first mode might have been 
preferable, as being calculated to incite the parties by considerations 

p--.- . -p-,j •, i. . ,. J .. ... , 

is held out by the present alliance, I am in great hoj)es that it Avill 
prove a sufficient spm to zeal and actmty in all the confederates. 

Should this mode be adopted, it may with propriety be urged by 
any of the parties, that each n •’l-l : . their own troops, 
in whichever army they ma;. * •• • pi • object of their 

services will be to contribute equally to the advantage of all the 
confederates, by promoting the success of the common cause. If 
this should be brought forward by the Marattas, you wiU of course 
act according to circumstances, and you have already received an 
ample latitude from me. But the same agreement will be of 
equal force for requiring that they shall continue to pay such of 
their own cavahy, as it may at any time be found expedient for 
the general good to employ in conjunction with our army. 

In answer to the reference made to me in the 14th Article, I 
must confess, that in forming an alliance like the present, I do not 
see how we can object to the mutual guarantee of each other’s pos- 
sessions after the peace. It will however be higldy proper that 
it should be distinctly explained, that the party attacked shall 
have no claim to the assistance of the other confederates, unless 
it should clearly appear that he was not the aggressor, by com- 
mitting any previous act of hostility or injustice. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLTS, 
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Eahl CoK^rwALLis TO Major Palmer, 
gjjj AjotI 23, 1790. 

Enclosed I send yon a copy of a letter dated the 25tli 
nltimo, from tlie Governor in Council at Bombay, in consequence 
of the death of the Nabob of Surat, ^ in addition to the extract of 
the letter from Colonel Abercrombie, on the same subject, which 
I transmitted to you on the 20th instant. 

You will observe in the letter now forwarded, that it is thought 
of consequence to the interests of the Company that the office of 
Nabob should be abohshed, and a smmud obtained from Shah 
AUmn to invest the Company with the entire Government and 
Bevenues of the city of Surat and its =1 ■ " ■ ‘ or if the pre- 
sent system of government should = • i- , that certain 

terms should be settled for the Company, on appointing his suc- 
cessor. 

I cannot, however, recommend that the sumiud should be 
applied for in the name of the Company, because the late Nabob’s 
eldest ary - ■ t'- /e a claim to the office by right of inherit- 
ance; ! *1 I - I unwilling to lay much stress on a sunnud 

from the King, as a formal its validity might 

be turned to the disadvantag ' • t - . . • ; upon some other 
occasion. I should also dislike very much at this time to ask a 
favour of Scindia, as it might raise expectations in him of obtaining 
some return for it, which could not be granted. 

Should you therefore learn, that the appointment is to be given 
to the Nabob’s eldest son, without brndhening him with any unrea- 
sonable stipulations, you will make no opposition to its taking 
place ; but should you discover it to be the intention of the Mah- 
rattas either to take it directly or indirectly to themselves, or to 
procme it to be given to any other person than the Nabob’s eldest 
son, I deshe that you will interfere, and require that Scindia shall 
defer the final determination upon a point in which the Com- 
pany’s interests are so materially concerned, until he can commu- 
nicate with, and obtain the concurrence of tliis Government. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

^ The Nahoh of Surat, Kutah-ud-Din His broth-:- N v. 

Meei- Kussoodin, sueceeded his father, Mir b, 1755, d. iTv;-.’ i' ■: i '.A.i 

,bvho had usurped the power in now in possession of the territory. 

1746), March, 1703, and died Mai-cli, 1790, ^ 
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Eaiil Cornwallis to Major-General Abercromby, 

Dear Abeecromby, May 3, 1790. 

. . . I am very glad to find that you have determined to 

send a hody of troops to the relief of the Eajah of Travancore, who, 
from the inactivity of the two battalions that ‘are with him, and 
the excessive length of time required to put the Carnatic army 
in motion, will I apprehend entertain great doubts of the sincerity 
of our desire to assist Mm, and indeed I am afraid that your 
efforts will be too late to save liim fr’om much distress and mortifi- 
cation. 

From the last accounts winch I received of T’pp''^.’- rppT"'^ 

I conclude that the lines must be carried before y a- : 

can arrive ; but tbo apponrnncc of your armament upon the coast will 
probably preveni liiiii iVorn l•^!dllcilm■ the country, especially as he 
must have detached a considerable part of Ms best troops to oppose 
the very formidable army which is assembling at TricMnopoly, 

It is not easy to say at j)resent, where the Bombay army 
may at present be most usefully employed after the rains. The 
first object must undoubtedly be to co-operate with General Me- 
dows, and you will of course correspond in the fullest manner with 
him upon that subject. 

The Mahrattas too are not to be neglected, as you must, I am 
sure, be perfectly sensible of the value of their assistance during 
the present war. If they should after the rains make a point 
sending them some more troops, or if the success of their operations 
appears to depend upon oiu doing it, it would not I tliink be ad- 
visable to refuse them. 

If General Medo\ys should leave you to act for yourself, and 
you should receive no pressing application from the Mahrattas, I 
see at present no reason to object to yom* puttmg yom*self at the 
head of the sort of corps that you mention, and adopting such 
measures as may be concerted amongst us to promote the success 
of the common cause. 

The conduct of the French in Avithdrawing their troops from 
Pondicherry, and the distracted state of their Government at home, 
render it Mghly improbable that they should have entertained 
any views of disturbing the tranquillity of the British possessions 
in India. ... j arn , &c., 

COENWALLIS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Charles W. Malbt, Esq., Resident at Poonah. 
gjg Fort William, May 10, 1790. 

. . . I have received a letter from K.''r.''riw‘iy 

by wMcb I liave the satisfaction to find that ab i' ^ i-i' ■ i 
the part of the Nizam to the final adjustment of the treaty are 
likely to be removed, as his Higlmess, by approving of Captain 
Kennaway’s letter to you, dated the 17th ultimo, has in fact 
engaged to accede to whatever the Minister and yourself may 
determine upon the alterations which he has proposed. 

You are already so fully acquainted with my inclination to 
make almost any sacrifice thai '■ .’■! ■ i-. fw th- ’-nrr.~rv 

of obtaining an immediate and’. ■■■ ■!■■■■ s i’ > - 

government in the present war, that I need not say more upon that 
subject. 

Considering however, that the eventual oporotinu of the Con- 
federacy may deprive the Peshwa of the iribuiv; v.hidi he now 
receives from Tippoo, I -will freely confess that I do not think it by 
any means unreasonable in 1 ‘ i- I • P".'. tribute from the 

restored Zemindars, to the i may be allowed 

to him, exclusive of his share in the general partition of the coun- 
tries that may be conquered by the arms of the alliance. 

Upon the whole, after making allowance for the distance of 
the correspondence and the pressm*e of the time, I must, in justice 
both to you and Captain Kennaway, say that everything has been 
as weU settled as our most sanguine expectations could have led us 
to hope. When the treaty is reduced to a proper form and trans- 
mitted to me, I shall ratify it with the greatest pleasure. . . . 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIW. 

The Governor-General in Council to the Governor in Council, 
Fort St. George. 

HoNOXJEABLE Sib, Fort WOliam, May 11, 1790. 

We have received your letter dated the 1st instant, and 
it gives us the greatest concern to learn from it, that, notwith- 
standing the pressure of your wants at this critical junctiue, you 
have not been able to obtain payment of tlie arrear wliich is at 
present dne by the Nabob of Arcot to the Hononrable Company, 
accoifiing to the tenor of the treaty concluded with his Highness 
by Sir Archihald CampbeB, in the year 1*787, or according to the 
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terms of the propositions from the Court of Directors, contained in 
their letter dated 20tli August, 1788, and which have been re- 
cently accepted by the Nabob. We are also much concerned 
that there is no reasonable ground to hope that he will fulfil the 
engagements contracted by that treaty to furnish the specified 
proportion of his resources, towards defraying the expenses of the 
war in which the Company is now involved with a prince, whose 
father’s or his own ambitious and violent disposition, has occasioned 
so many calamities to liis Highness’s family and dominions, and 
repeatedly threatened them with utter ruin. 

From a regard to the long connexion that has existed between 
the Nabob and the English nation, and from the respect which is 
due to his Highness’s station and personal character, we are 
persuaded that you will be inclined to treat Sim on every occasion, 
not only with the strictest justice, but also with the greatest 
delicacy. 

The latter consideration cannot, however, consistently with the 
duty that you owe to your own public station, be allowed to 
operate to the essential prejudice of the Company’s affairs, and 
especially on an occasion when a weak forbearance on your part 
might p)rove highly injurious to his Highness’s own substantial 
interests. 

Upon that principle we do not hesitate in declaring, that at a 
time when the Company’s resources are so much strained, and 
when pecuniary supplies are so indispensably necessary for ensuring 
the success of the war, it would even be criminal in you to relax 
in requu’iag of his Highness the full execution of the above-men- 
tioned treaty and proj)ositions, either by a punctual discharge 
of the proportion of his revenues which he is bound to fernish 
at the periods that were specified, or by an immediate surrender 
of the districts that were named, to the management of your 
Government. 

We are likewise so much convinced that his Highness’s weak- 
ness, indolence, and facility of disposition has long left his subjects 
to groan under a corrupt and most oppressive system of adminis- 
tration, that we are clearly of opiuion, that obtaining possession 
of the enthe management of the whole country, you would 
essentially serve the Nabob himself and the Company, as well 
as the interests of humanity. 

We, therefore, not only enthely agree in opinion with yon 
respecting the utility of the measure, but we recommend in the 
most earnest manner that yon will use every persuasive means in 
your power to induce him to entrust your Government, at least 
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during the continuance of the present war, with the uncontrolled 
management of the whole of his territories. And slionld you be so 
fortunate as to preyail upon him to adopt this salutary determi- 
nation, we are convinced that you null see the necessity of taking 
every possible means to show liim, in the most clear and satis- 
factory manner, that you take no more for the general expense of 
the war than the precise sum stipulated by the treaty, and that you 
are punctual in paying the portion due to him regularly into his 
Highness’s treasury. 

Many solid advantages would result to all parties from this 
arrangement, and it would not be the least important, that it would 
put it in your power, by fair and equitable treatment, to conciliate 
the good-will and attachment of his Highness’s tributary Polygars 
in the southern districts, who are often driven to despair by the 
oppressive exactions of his managers, and whose hearty co-opera- 
tion would be of the utmost value to us in the pr.„-r nl; conto-l. 

You will, of course, understand, that the M„uri>!a-Jiis wlii'li we 
iiave p"bv;;i --{iiig your hue of conduct towards the Nabob, are, 
upon the present occasion, equally applicable to the Eajah of 
Tanjore. the honour to be, &c. 

Earl CoRmvALLis to Colonel Brathwaite,‘ Commanding the Troops on 
the North side of the River Kristna. 

Sir, Fort William, May 31, 1790. 

I have tills day received information from Captain Ken- 
iiaway, that he has acquainted General Medows that a requisition 
has been transmitted to me from the Nizam, tliat the whole or part 
of the detachment under the command of Lient.-Colonel Cockerell 
may be ordered to join and co-ojierate with Ms Highness’s army. 
But at tMs distance I cannot at present judge w^hether previous 
arranpments will have permitted General Medows to render it 
practicable to comply with that requisition. 

In the event, however, that General Medows has directed the 
whole or any part of the detachment to remain on the north side 
of the Kristna, imtft my instructions on the above point shall 
arrive, I desire that you wiU order Lieui-Colonel Cockerell to 
proceed immediately with the whole, or such part of his detaeh- 
meut as may have been detained by General Medows for that 
pm’pose, to join the Nizam’s army, in the maimer and by the route 
that may be prescribed to Mm tlirough Captain Kennaway.! 

T ! AperwariL Majoi’-General Sir 1802, b. 1739, d. Aug. 16, 1803 ; m. April, 

John Lrathwaite, Bart., so created Dec. 18, 1761, Elizabeth, dan. of John Brown, Esq. 
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. . , There are, at the same time, three circumstances that 

may occur, any one of which you are to consider as a sufficient 
ground for preventing the effect of tliis order : — 1st- An applica- 
tion to you from the Board at Fort St. George, or from the com- 
manding officer of the centre division, that the detachment may 
proceed on its march to assist in the defence of the Carnatic. 
2nd. Your being informed by Captain Kennaway that the detach- 
ment can be of no material use to the Nizam’s army during the 
season of the rains. 3rd. Ypur being acquainted by that gentle- 
man of his Highness having dispensed with the junction of the 
detachment. 

The two latter are very Hkely to happen, if the Nizam’s army 
should not have crossed the Kristna before the swelling of the 
river ; but in either of the tlu*ee cases that I have mentioned, you 
are to order the detachment to continue its march to the southward. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

H. R. H. Ti-iii PiuNCE OP Wales to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received June, 1790.] 

My dear Lord, Cavlton Hoxise, May 30, 1789, 

I must begin by thanking you for the very kmd and 
friendly letter I received from you by the last sliip from the East 
Indies, it was so long since I had last heard from you, y* I begun 
to think you had forgot all y'' old friends in this part of the world. 
How things have chang’d and what a chequered scene of Life I 
have been obliged to go tlno’ for the last six months ! Ere this, I 
suppose you wiU, have heard of the King’s Indisposition, and how 
the Minister attempted to destroy mfy V) ’ .Tr-r'v" r'’"ry 

other individual of onr family of the ' . ■ . 1 ■! ■■■..■ -.i’ 

Englishmen. Supported I have been by some real and true friends, 
at the head of whom your Friend my Brother stood foremost, w’*’ 
has gained immortal Honor, had you been here my dear Lord I 
doubt not y* we sh^ have had the happiness of meeting with a 
>■■■ ’h,.- - -.-.p-.r'" fr.''.-- you, tho’ I am sorry to say that your members 
-I I ; ■ ■■ : -.estsof the cause of Pitt, instead of the Eights 
and Independence of the Constitution of this Country as well as of 
the House of Brunswick.’ Everything has fallen mto very different 
hands. The King is convalescent, that is "to say he certainly is 

' This letter, by some accideat, was not year after it was written, which deprived it 
received by Lord Cornwallis till more than a of much of its interest. 
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better, everything is thrown into the hands of the Queen, every 
Friend y‘ supported me and the common cause of succession in the 
Family, if they had any place have been dismissed, such as the 
Duke of Queensbeny, and om: little Friend Lothian. Queensberry 
has been dismissed by order of the Queen and Mr. Pitt from the 
bedchamber. Lotliian has left his regiment of Horse-Guards, 
they have had the Insolence to tlmeaten the Dulce of York with 
taking his Eegiment of Foot-Guards, and when they at last did not 
dare do that, they have brought oijicers into his Eegiment and 
committed towards him every species of Indignity to force him to 
resign, w^ he has had prudence and coohiess sufficient as well as 
fiimness enough to resist, not only these great Officers but num- 
berless of a lower class whose sole dependence in life, and suste- 
nance depended upon their Places, have been disgracefully dis- 
miss’d from their offices for their disinterested support of me, and 
our Family. You will forgive me my dear Lord for thus expa- 
tiating upon a subject w’’ I w^ not have done but to such a Friend 
as I consider you. I camiot but confess y‘ I feel for the dangerous 
situation in w*‘ the Eights and Liberties of this Nation are at 
present, as well as the very critical position in w^ every 
Individual of Our Family stands at present. However the very 
precarious state of the King’s health, renders some People a little 
upon their Guard who are not driven to a state of dispair, such 
as not only pervades the Minister himself, but his Adherents in 
general. I will not bore you any further at present as I suppose 
you wiU have heard by many Letters of our critical situation in 
this Country at the present Period, but trust you will attribute 
my prolixity to the intimacy of an old Friend. 

Before I conclude I must thank you for the kind expressions 
you have made use of to me respecting my Protege Mr. Treves. 
I confess I feel myself much interested in his weUfare, and success 
in Life, and nothing can make me more happy than thinking f 
he will owe y‘ Success to you, I have just heard from a Friend 
at the India House, y'= the object of Treves’ ambition at present 
is, to be appointed to the Adaulet of Benai-es, w^ is now held by 
a Black named Alii Cann.^ Understanding y* most of the Adaulets 
are now held by Eiuopeans, and as I am informed y* it is the 
intention y‘ the Emupeans are to be so placed in future in pre- 
ference to the Natives, I sh^ be vastly happy if without com- 
mitting any injustice you c'^ place young Treves in f situation, 
as I shall feel myself personally obhged to you for his promotion. 

' ’ voi-rvilly vesj)ocicd. Sue Lord Coriiwallis to 

^ ■ t.fie Pri (ICC- 0 .'’ W'lik-s, Aug. 1 4, 1700. 
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I will not trespass any fiirtlier upon you, but conclude witli 
desiring you to believe me, my dear Lord, 

Ever sincerely your Friend, 

George P. 


Lord Sydney to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Jnne, 1790.] 

My dear Lord, London, Jan. 27, 1790, 

I received with great pleasure your letter of tbe 9tli of 
August. I was at Frognall, and tbougb I cease to be of tlie 
number of H. M.’s Ministers, I thought it my duty to come up to 
London to lay before H. M. some parts of the contents of it. I 
was the more strongly of this opinion, as Mr. Dundas was then, 
where he at present continues, in Scotland. The King expressed 
himself in terms of the strongest approbation of your manogemont, 
both with regard to the Mizam’s ambassador, and tlio intended 
address from Bengal.^ H. M. has ordered Mr. Grenville to have 
the measmus proposed in your letter taken with regard to the first 
of these subjects. As to the latter, H. M. agrees entirely with 
you, that the fewer addi-esses come to liini from foreign parts, 
especially from India,, the better. He regrets the loss of your 
services in India, and without comjiliment it will not be an easy 
matter to replace you to the satisfaction and advantage of the 
country. By what I hear, though Mr. Hollond took the same 
measure as your Lordship, of endeavouring to stop the address at 
Madi-as, not indeed with the same success, the same motives aiu 
not attributed to him. Party spirit is supposed to have guided 
him, and it is said, with the observations you may conceive, that 
he, his brother, and my old (not quite right-headed) friend, W. 
Burke, were the only persons who refused to sign it. I ought 
not to omit that H. M. received with great satisfaction yom* 
Lordship’s assurances of the affection, duty, and loyal attachment 
of His Subjects in Bengal. 

Thank God, H. M.’s health continues as good as possible, and 
from the diminution, though not very considerable, which He has 
made in His exercise, and the reasonable improvement He has 
made in His diet. He is really much better than Pie has been for 
many years. He looks as likely to live as any man in England. 
I am sm-e He enjoys the good wishes of His subjects as generally 
as any prince ever did. 

^ Lord Cornwallis had quietly interfered i-ecovery, an’ ’ ” ■ " I 

to prevent any ;iddiws from the inhabitants in prevailing 
of CalcuUa to einigrarulate the King on his aniba.ssador ‘ .■ 
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The state of oiir neighbours is the most extraordinary that can 
be imagined ; they seem to be forming a constitution, wliicli they 
boast is to be freer than onrs. It is an arduous task. They have 
read too many of the volumes of Opposition pamphlets of this 
country, from the Revolution to the present day, and cannot be 
supposed to be able easily to separate the corn from the chaff. 
Insurrections happen frecpiently, but at present the bourgeoisie of 
Paris seem to govern France. Ho taxes are paid, ancl that seems 
the ch’cumstance which the multitude look upon as the real test of 
hberty. We swarm uith French of the first families, many of 
them in great distress. . . . The Duke of Orleans ^ is here, 

caressed only by a very few high in rank, detested by his own coun- 
trymen here, despised by us, and probably driven from France by 
both parties there. It is supposed, and I believe with truth, that 
he was very cavaherly treated by La Fayette. Flanders exhibits 
as extraordinary a scene as France. Driven to despair by the 
absurd measm’es, equally weak and harsh, of their sovereign, they 
have at length divested him of his power. All the great towns and 
citadels, which have tried the skill and strength of the great gene- 
rals of Europe for the last two centmies, fell in a few days and 
with little hlooclshed, into the hands of j)riests, burghers, and stu- 
dents of universities. Luxemhourgh, and possibly the citadel of 
Antwerp, still remain under the government of the Emperor. But 
the Flemings have still difficulties to surmount. The States of the 
Low Countries have carried this great work through, but there 

i) di-iv'sifiuu to dispute the legality of their Government, and 
to ibree them to convoke a General National Assembly. Tlie 
clergy jealously ivatch the interests of the Roman Catholic Religion, 
and even of tlie Papal power. The peasantry stiU retain a respect 
for the old Government. Here are janing interests and wishes 
enough to give an opening to the House of Austria, but the weak 
state of health and perverse head of the Emperor, as woll as the 
multitude of enemies, domestic as well as foreign, which he has 
acquired for himself, will probably prevent him, if he should live 
another year, from availiug himself of it. I do not think the least 
probable turn that things may take wiU be a General Assembly, 
and in the end, for a time at least, an almost absolute Democracy. 
So much for our neighbours,^ 

' y . ' ■ " * disturbances of Oat. 17S9. He was veiy 

' ■ ' . coW.'y rpcei'-ed in nni. f!'..- 

■ , _ • ■ ■ templation to borrow large sums from him, 

■ few sliowed him any coimtenaneo. 

siui)/ 10 uausuei ousiness, mi really because ■ The doatli of the Emperor took place 
he was suspected of having organised the a fortnight after the date of this letter. His 
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At home we are perfectly quiet for the present ; the revenue 
increasing, and the people in general viewing with pleasure the 
contrast between this country and our rival neighbour. The Dis- 
senters '.■■ ■ ' ■ ■■■ ’■ ■■■ ■. ry eager measures for the repeal of 

theTes. ■; \ and avail themselves of the approach 

of the ! ■ is another subject which is disagree- 

able, which is that of the abohtion of Negro Slavery and the Slave 
Trade. The P. of W. is taking all possible pains to form a strong- 
party against the Government. He aifects a great regard for the 
King. The Q. is held out as the object of the most inveterate as 
well as the most ungenerous and undeserved abuse. H. E. H. 
governs His two another has lately returned post from Ge- 
neva, but is going to Gibraltar. 

Mr. Pitt stands high, and as deservedly so as any man ever did, 
in lb". Unless something unforeseen arises, the 

1 ■ ■ ■ ■ i ■ •■■ ■ and that of the Slave Trade seem to be the 

only topics likely to be much agitated this Session. . . . 

I am now retired from the very laborious and responsible situ- 
ation which I lately held, to the quiet one wliich yom Lordship 
formerly held of Cliief .Justice in Eyre. I have it on better terms, 
following the " ■ ■■■V ' ' . my immediate j)redecessor, who under- 
stood a bargaii ’ . ' ■ ■ . ' yom Lordship. My son, quitting the 
Secretary’s office with me, is at the Admiralty Board. 

You will see that I ought to be, and I can assure you that I am, 
perfectly satisfied and grateful to the King, as well as sensible of the 
friendship of Mr. Pitt. My appetite is not so keen, nor my digestion 
so quick as those of some of my neighbours. I do not feel the 
least inclination to join Lord North, Lord Stormont, and Lord 
j A-'li-u, my dear Lord; accept my best wishes 
i ■! ih ■ ■ ^ 

I am, with the greatest truth and esteem, 

Sydney. 


brother Leopold, Grand Duke of Tuscany, 
tion of his conduct. 

1 The Dukes of York and Chircjico: fh,? 
third was Prince Edwiird, iilVerw:irds liiikc 
of Kent, who 'had resided for some time at 
Geneva. 

2 M-. ■'fr-.- s. ■'tsp. "■■■ 

the .i' Ci 


' ■ ’ ■ ’ ■ year on the 

"■ ■■■ , or a limited 

time of Sir William D.’l .i ’■ ’.!!L ■ ....1 ‘I! ^ 
the numbera to be ■ l i. : i ■ ■ ■ ■=;>. h 

met with no opposition. Some evidence was 
also heard at the bar on the general question. 
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EaEL CORjrWALLIS TO CAPTAIN KeNNAWAY. 

Fort William, June 17, 1790. 

. . . The Madras Govermnent having a few days ago 

transmitted the copy of a letter which was addressed by Tippoo 
Snltaira to General Medows, I am glad to embrace the opportunity 
which it has furnished, to give the Nizam a specimen of the open- 
ness with which I am determined to conduct myself towards our 
allies m all transactions with that Prince. 

I therefore enclose a copy of Tippoo’s letter, and of the answer 
which the Madras Government has been directed to return to it, in 
order that by your communicating the (or the substance of the) 
papers to liis Highness and his Ministers, you may be enabled to 
show that they may depend upon the sincerity of the assurances 
that you have already given them, that we will adhere strictly to oin 
engagements, and enter into no negotiations 'with Tippoo without 
the knowledge and Ml approbation of the other members of the 
confederacy. 

At so early a stage of om military operations, we cannot form a 
judgment of the terms to w'hich it may be in our power to oblige 
Tippoo to submit, but that we may be properly prepared for dis- 
cussions at the time that any negotiations shall be opened, I wish 
you to ascertain and communicate to me, as soon as you possibly 
can, the objects which liis Higlmess would be principally desirous 
to acquire at the conclusion of a peace. 

You wiU have known before this time that General Medows 
with the army under his command has • 1 T‘i ;■ .’>• 

dominions, and I make no doubt of your • j.- . y h'of 

that information, to incite the Nizam to make the most vigorous 
exertions on his part to distract and distress the common enemy. 

. . , Your uniform accounts of the good disposition of the 
Nizam and liis Ministers give me great satisfaction, tho’ for the 
sake of his Highness’ own reputation and interest, as well as that of 
the other members of the confederacy, I cannot but lament that the 
movements of his forces are so exceedingly tardy. 

At the same time I must in candom* admit, that it was not un- 
reasonable in him to expect that our southern army should shew 
him an example by commencing its operations, and I am also 
obliged to acknowledge that from your report of the state of the 
Madras detachment, upon Major Montgomery’s own authority, his 
Highness has great reason to complain of a failure on our part, in 
affording him the support which he is entitled to by treaty and by 
repeated promises. 
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It may not be possible to apply any immediate remedy to tlie 
defects of those two battalions ; but you may assure his Highness 
and his Ministers, that I am highly displeased at their having been 
sent to him in so unmilitary and so imperfect a condition, and that 
I shall not only caU the commanding officer of the Northern 
Division of the Carnatic Army, or any other person who may have 
participated in the negligence of employing troops that seem to be 
•so unfit for service, to a most rigorous account for his misconduct, 
but I shall also take the earhest possible opportunity to replace 
them with others, that are complete in numbers and perfect in 
military discipline. * I am, &c., 

OOBNWAI/MS. 

Eael Cornwallis to Benjamin Roebuck, Esq.,’ Madras. 

[Private.] 

SlE, Calcutta, July 25, 1790. 

I have received your letter dated the 3rd ultimo, and I beg 
leave to assure you, that after the handsome manner in which you 
stood forward and offered your services to expose the conduct of a 
Government, which has been so prejudicial to the interests and so dis- 
graceful to the honour of om’ coniiliw, T coiili nol cnlciiiiiii a sii-jyifi(.>n 
that you had in any degree rel.-i.Ncd in w.nirzrul ibnlic [tiiMic u(jliiM' 0 . 

The hurry of business in which General Medows must neces- 
sarily have been engaged, from the hour of his landing at Madras 
until his departure for the army, and the situation of his Council 
during the greatest part of that time, it inTposs-ip'i^i, for him 

to enter upon the important i-e . I.i.-M I strongly 
recommend to him, and which I am sure his sense of duty and pubhc 
spirit, will induce him most eagerly to foUow up, whenever the circum- 
stances of his Government will admit of liis undertaldng it. 

I have great satisfaction iu learning from you, that altho’ the 
delay wfil render the business more difficult, you are stiU of opinion 
that the enquhy, if properly conducted, cannot easily be defeated. 
I can only promise llial: it sluill not fad for want of any encourage- 
ment and support that it may be in my power to give, and I trust 
that you will omit no opportunity of obtaining such information as 
will be likely to contribute to its success. 

I am, with much esteem, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

* Benjamin Roebuck, d. Aug. 1809. He ’ ■ ’ . 

■was very instrumental in unravelling the ' 

frauds committed at Madras, but his temper ■ 

■was very impetuous, and in 1808-9 the line " j ■ . i 
VOL. II. 
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Earl Cornwallis to H. R. H. the Prince of Wales. 

Calcutta, Aug. 14, 1790. 

Tlie letter wliich your Tiriynl TTifvhnr-sc did me the honour to 
write to me on the 31st of May, 1789, was through some accident 
omitted to he sent by the Vestal frigate (wMch was the only ship 
that sailed in the coiu’se of that summer), and r-on=oquontly T did 
not receive it till the Indiamen of the last season liiid nil Niih d IVojii 
hence. T in's circumstance has mortified me exceedingly, lest your 
Eoyal Highness should tliink me remiss in replying to your com- 
mands in regard to Mr. Treves, about whom I know that you take 
an earnest concern. 

The Civil Com-ts of Justice throughout the Cornpnuy’« provinces 
have been for many years in the hands ol' t!i(‘ servants, 

and it is my •wish and intention, if I can accompli-li ir, to place the 
Criminal Courts Kke-wise under their superintendence and juris- 
diction. 

This case however has been different in the Province of Benares, 
nor was any judge ever appointed by this Government for that 
district, until Mr. Hastings gave the office of Judge of the City to 
AH Ibraliim Klian after the troubles in 1781. 

The gi’eat and truly respectable character of that magistrate, 
would have rendered it a very difficult and unpopular measure for 
any Governor-General to have removed him, even if the plausible 
pretext of preserving an uniformity of system with our other pos- 
sessions in this part of India, by appointing European Judges of 
,Adaulet, could -with propriety have been admitted. But as not 
only the Court over which AH Ibrahim Khan presides, but the 
other native Courts which we have since instituted in the principal 
towns of that district, are sulject to the immediate inspection and 
controul of the Eesident, who acts as a coadjutor with the Eajali in 
the government of the country, the measm’e of removing AH Ibra- 
him Khan, which would be m the highest degree disgusting and 
offensive to the natives, could neither be defended on the principles 
of expediency or system. 

I must likewise add, if AH Ibrahim Khan was to be turned out, 
or to die to-morrow, and it should then be thought advisable to 
appoint an EngHsh Judge for the city of Benares, the allowances 
to be annexed to that station would necessarily be regulated by 
those which have been granted to the judges of Patna, Moorsheda- 
bad, and Dacca, and, without adverting to the impropriety of 
appointing so very young a servant of the Compnny to nn office of 
so much gravity and importance, would j-ciulov it impo^^ibic: ro give 
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it to Mr. Treves, as, according to the Act of Parliament, he would 
not, from Ms standing in the service, be qualified to receive a 
salary of that amount. 

Besides my most earnest desire to gratify every wish of yom* 
Eoyal Highness, I really have otherwise a strong inclination to 
serve Mr. Treves, on account of the prudence of Ms conduct for 
some time past, and his attention to the duties of Ms present sta- 
tion. But from Ms being at the very bottom of the list of the 
rompnny’s soi-vant^ (except those of the present year), and vacan- 
cies iii die (.‘i’. il Ifine that would suit him falling but rarely, I 
cannot venture to say whether anything, or what, can be done for 
him during my stay in the counfay. I can therefore only assure 
your Eoyal Highness that I will not omit an opportunity, if it 
should offer. 

So much time has elapsed since the date of your Eoyal High- 
ness’s letter, and the situation of affairs at home is now so much 
altered in every respect, that, wishing as I at all times do, to 
avoid the subject of politics, I feel the strongest disposition to 
decline entering at all upon the unpleasant topic on wMch your 
Eoyal Highness has so fully and so earnestly expressed yourself, 
and no consideration should now induce me to speak upon it, if I 
did not ripiirrhond that after the open and confidential manner in 
which A'tMi \ me the honor to write to me, my total silence 

might be attributed either to a want of candor or to disrespect. 

I shall not endeavour to combat with arguments any of the 
positions that yom’ Eoyal Highness has laid down, not having so far 
forgot the effects of party on the minds of men, as to be sanguine 
enough to suppose that I should be successful, and as from the total 
change of cfrcumstances, it could answer no useful' purpose to make 
the attempt. 

I will however rely with confidence on the natural liberality of 
your Eoyal Highness’s disposition, and trust that my acknowledging 
a dissent from some of those positions, will not be ascribed to im- 
proper motives. 

I can at the same time with the utmost sincerity declare, that 
you wfil only do me justice in beHeving that no man can love and 
admire more than I do, your Eoyal Highno=s’s amiable qualities and 
virtues, that I feel the Miir!ne-I gratitiuU; i'ur your personal kindness 
to me, that I am a determined friend to the liberties of my country, 
the just prerogatives of the Crown, and the rights of the House of 
Brunswick, and that I should feel the highest gratification in being 
able to coincide on aE occasions in political sentiments with the 
Duke of York ; but after having said tMs, I must honestly confess 

D 2 
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that if I had been in England in the winter of 1788-9, 1 should have 
thought it my duty, however painful it might have been to me, to 
have taken a different line fi-orn hi-; Eoyal TTiglmc-'? in Parliament. 

The war into which Tipp "0 -^i) vi'aiiioaly Icrcod us, has in a 
few months swallowed up a large portion of the fruits of my tliree 
years’ economy ; but the alliance which we have formed with the 
Marattas and the Nizam, and the connexion wliich we have success- 
fully estabhshed with the Nairs, and all the cliiefs on the Malabar 
coast who are ; "! ■ -y !'■ T' to the very respectable 

state of our- • i . i’ -y )■' ■ m and native, must, I 

think, in a few months, according to the common course of human 
affairs, put a period to the contest, and enable us to iudemnify 
ourselves from the usurped spoils of the aggressor, for the heavy 
expense which his violence and ambition have brought upon us. 

Tippoo has abandoned the rich and extensive country of Coim- 
batore to General Medows without obliging liim to fee a single 
cannon-shot, and without material opposition of any kind. There 
were only a few skirmishes of cavalry, in which our troops IdUed or 
took about an hundred of his Irregular Horse, without the loss on 
their part of a single man, 

I have likewise from our last advices great reason to beHeve 
that Medows has by this time taken the fortress of Palacatcherry, 
which from its situation is very important, as it opens an immediate 
communication for him with the Malabar Coast, and puts it in liis 
power to receive any supplies from thence, or reinforcements from 
the troops of the Bombay establishment. 

Our allies are in motion, and have no doubt already created 
much alarm and embarrassment to Tippoo ; but dming the rains of 
the south-west monsoon, which prevail at tins time in every part of 
India, except the Carnatic and Coimbatore, it cannot be expected 
that they should act with much efficacy. But they give the 
strongest assurances that they will adhere to their engagements, 
and invade Tippoo’s northern dominions in the month of October, 
with numerous and powerful armies. 

Your Eoyal Highness will easily conceive, that the probability 
of my not having it in my power to return next year to England, 
must, at my time of hfe, be a severe disappointment. But if we can 
bring this war to an honourable and advantageous conclusion, and 
I can have the satisfaction of leaving this country in a state of 
peace and prosperity, I shall think my labours amply repaid. 

I am, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 
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Lord Southampton to Eakl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 1790.] 

My dear Lord, London, March G, 1790. 

Probably tliis will have the good fortune of reaching your 
hands safe, as I give it in charge to Bamus, late page of the 
backstairs to the K. He goes out recommended, as I under- 
stand, by H. M., as a free merchant. The man is almost broken- 
hearted, and is one of the debris of the wreck of last year’s 
mysterious business.^ I understand that he is to carry out letters 
from the K., the P. of W., and the Duke of Y. to yom* Lord- 
ship : they will be more useful credentials than any that I 
could give. With us politicks are greatly changed. All those 
who thought the P. of W.’s cause just, are proscribed, and aU who 
acted with Mr. Pitt, are di«tipgni«hed hy some mark of favour : 
no one can blame him for I i ::''--'‘of his power to secure 

the futm-e adhesion of his party. As for myself, I come under 
the description of the proscribed, but do not feel any other marks 
of resentment, except a colder reception at Com’t from* the man 
I love and honour, and fr'om the Q., to whom I have great obli- 
gations. Such was my situation and under such circumstances 
did I stand at the moment, that I could take no other part than 
that which I did take ; and what would have been most curious 
was, that had the Kegency taken place, it would most probably have 
made it impossible for me to have remained where I am. I dare 
not venture to write an exjDlanation of this mysterious business. 
You are constant, I find, in your correspondence with the D. of 
Y., which I am glad of; m are not popular; less so than our 
Elder Brother, yet there is always a stronghold with the Father, 
and a confidential communication that keeps things together, and 
may be productive of good, the great bar to that, is the want 
of affection in the present moment towards the Mother. It is a 
great misfortune, and I shall always think originated in error. 
Nature had certainly imprinted in the Mother’s breast a love to 
her Eldest Son, beyond the power of ambition and competition to 
eradicate, and I am convinced that the part that she took in the 
last year’s busmess, was doubly to secure the power to her husband 
if he should recover, and use it as her son should direct, in case 
all chance of recovery should cease. By the time you return, 

1 Four pages, two German and two Eng- dismissed. There is no trace of any recom- 
lish, were i -.for- mendation of this man by the King, and 

mation to I’:;:..:.-. j.;: ; -...re nothing could be less probable. 
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things will have taken a strong and unalterable bias, and you 
will be able to form your own opinion. . . . 

Eespects from all here. Believe me, &c., 

Southampton. 


Marquis of Lansdowne to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Ang. 29, 1790,} 

My dear Lord, London, MaicR 17, 1790. 

. . . I wish it was in my power to send you any intelli- 

gence that might be useful or interesting, but I doubt very much 
whether it is in anybody’s to teU you in what state you will 
find things. The Ministry continue the same as you left it, 
but I believe there is no doubt of their being divided, and that 
principally on account of foreign affairs, Prussia complains of 
our tardiness,^ and things are so ripe upon the Continent, that I 
imagine you will find us either at war, or, a general peace con- 
cluded. It is the fashion, particularly at Com’t, to suppose France 
hfs de cQmhat for several years to come, that their finances are 
irretrievable, and that a banlmiptcy and a civil war must ensue 
before their Government can be settled ; but I cannot see myself 
any tliinking so. 

On- n-l ■ : ScMeiffen is become a very great Personage, 
and likely, as I am assured, to become a Cabinet Minister in 
Prussia : he preserves however his simplicity of manners and his 
philosopliical turn. Lord Wycombe teUs me that the Duke of 
Brunswick has taken up a line of the greatest reserve since the 
publication of Mirabeau’s book.^ But I hope you have corre- 
spondents who inform you better on all these subjects. 

As for myself, you will find me as you left me, unconnected 
with any party, and consequently in the secrets of none, but 
always with the same regard and attachment 

Yours, &c., 

Lansdowne. 

alludes, is probably ‘ L’Histoire Secrbte du 
Cabinet de Berlin,’ in which the Duke of 
Brunswick is r.v:,.’: >> 1. hi.: .:,,iv oibi - 

person -t:-! ■.-■■■,■ ,1. f'la: ;',e 

book W.--: ■■ i.i- 

i li.;. ,i j, i- ■■ j. . 

Prussieime.’ 


known. The book to which Lord Lansdowne 
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Lord Sydney to Earl Cornwallis. 

[EeceiFed Aug. 29, 1790.] 

My DExiE Lord, Grosvenor Square, April 19, 1790. 

I take the opportunity of tlie departure of some of tlie last 
sMps for India to trouble you with a few lines. I have tlie happi- 
ness of acquainting you, that the King remains in the most perfect 
state of health. I do not believe that he ever was better since he 
was born ; and the difference he has made in his regimen, both as 
to diet and exercise, has had the best effect. Though he has 
increased the former and diminished the latter, his life is very 
far indeed from being one of excess or inactivity. Our session of 
Parliament has been one of the quietest ever known. The Oppo- 
sition have had one pretty strong division for repealing the last 
year’s excise upon tobacco,^ in hopes of a cry against the excise, 
against the general election. Sheridan has made a most fulsome 
panegyrick on liimself, and the point was, to show a reconciliation 
between the different branches of the Opposition. The Irish Par- 
liament is dissolved. There has been much abuse in the debates 
of the session there which has just ended, but it has cliiefly been 
directed against the late Lord Lieutenant.® 

The French politicks go on progressively toward republicanism 
in the first instance, anarchy in the second, and what the chapter 
of accidents may produce in tlie last. The Prince of Conti,® how- 
ever, has ventm'ed to return to Paris. In this town many persons, 
whose sagacity and penetration I very much envy, foretell without 
hesitation how these distm’bances will end, but as they are by no 
means agreed in then ojiinions, and I have not talents enough to 
enable me to decide between them, or even understand them, I 
do not undertake to transmit them. I am very impatient to hear 
what effect the changes and fluctuations in France produce in 
your part of the world. The French army is in a strange state : at 

J.’dc t- ' ir-'W’”---;- t~ b~ dr'r.'"'. VV- f]'--- bv^^-r- 

b;"-.;-,.- their provisions were stoiiped. 

T-:'. : = ‘ 'i •. 'T !• _■■ ; pictures of confusion. 

1 The numbers, April 16, were. Ayes 191, Francis, Duke of Modena. He emigrated in 
Noes 147; April 29, 141 to 72; and April 1789, returned next year, and lived on his 
30, 100 to 22. The previous year, July 12, estates till he wa.s arrested in 1793 ; released 
70 to 20. in 1795 he was ohlige-d to leave France after 

2 ." - ,nr.. 1■707^. ...lint, went 

3 . ■ . I ■■ ■ . . ona 

h. S . . . . ; ■ 1 in 

Feb. 1. . ■ ■■ . t . ' ' ■ ■ 



40 


LOED CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. XII. 


Affairs in other parts of the Continent have not a very pacific 
appearance, but it is not easy to conjecture what turn they may 
take. The new King of Hungary ^ takes great pains to make 
himself popular by rescinding many of the absurd edicts of his 
brother and predecessor. 

So much for politicks. I am now very much out of the courant 
of them, and am very well pleased to be so. . . . 

My son has just entered into the holy state of matrimony with 
a very pretty and very amiable ghd. She is the second daughter 
of the late Lord rlo Clifford/ whom you probably remember better 
by the name of Mr. SouthAvell. Her character is everytliing I 
could wish it to be, and I cannot help adding that she is fortunate 
in being married to the best-tempered young man breathing. To 
be sine it is hardly modest in a Father to be making a panegyric 
upon his Son, but something is due to a young man whose whole 
life has been one continued scene of attention to his Parents. I 
trust that they have every reasonable prospect of happiness. . . . 

Believe me, &c., 

SypNEy. 


Wakren Hastings, Esq., to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 29, 1790.] 

My Lord, Loudon, April 22, 1790. 

I have had the honour to receive a letter from your Lordship 
hy one of the dispatches of the last season; for which, and for 
the permission you have given me in it to continue my letters of 
iuti-oduction, I return you many thanks. But of thanks I have 
a large debt due from me to your Lordship for many and sub- 
stantial favours ; for your great goodness to my old domesticks ; 
for your distinguished notice of my friends; and for the liberal 
manner in wliich you were pleased to proclaim your allowance® 
of the testimonials which were subscribed in my favour, aud to 
authenticate them by the transmission of them to the Court of 


0 being no King of the Romans at 

> '.j - i- !. .p,. l 


I. 


Sophia, b. June 10, 1771, d. Nov. 9, 1795 j 
m. April 13, 1790, the Hon. John Thomas 
Townshend. 

3 mi., a: - . 

of 

dre ■ , ■ ; ■ ■ . 

Coj 

Mr. U.-Uro, v. > . ... , 

thought it would be improper in him to talce 
any active steps in promoting them. 
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Directors. By the term allowance, I do not mean to measure the 
extent of my obhgation for that act, hut rather to mai*k my sense 
of its propriety. You might, my Lord, have done more to indicate 
your countenance of those subscriptions, had I been entitled to such 
a proof of your personal goodwill ; but, though I should have felt 
as I ought for the motive, I should have regretted that you had 
yielded to it. Such a proceeding would have been construed into 
a transgression of the line of public duty, and have defeated its 
own purpose, by inducing a susiDicion that the testimonials were 
extorted by the influence of authority. Considering the subject in 
its relation to your Lordship, I applaud the nice discretion with 
which you tempered a conduct im2)elled by a desire to promote 
the redress of an injured character. Begarding.it merely as it 
affected myself, I am equally thauMul for what you did, and for 
stopping precisely where you did stop. 

I have, &c., 

Warren Hastings. 


Lieot.-Generxl Grant to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 31, 1790.] 

My dear Lord, Sackville street, April 3, 1790. 

. . . We have had a very easy Session, not a late day 
but one, in the service of the Dissenters, when they were beat at 
thi’ee in the morning by a very large majority. I think aU the Scots 
members were in the majority or were absent, except Sir Thomas ^ 
and Colonel Dundas, who., voted for those levelling gentlemen. I 
understand that some of the high-flyers in Scotland will endeavour 
to bring the test business before the General Assembly, in hopes 
that the Kirh may be induced to take it up, which was not the 
case upon the late occasion, for the ministers wore peifectly quiet, 
though in general they are well enough inclined to give trouble. 

. . . The popularity of the King and his Minister will 
operate strongly at the general election. The friends of Adminis- 
tration say that the Muiisters, when the new Parliament meets, 
will be stronger by sixty. Opposition, on the contrary, insist that 
they win carry twenty additional fidends. In Scotland, the Oppo- 
sition wfll certainly lose considerably. Sic Thomas Dundas 'tis 

‘ Sir Thomas Dundas, 2ad Bart., created M.P. for Richmond from March, 1763, to 
Lord Dundas Aug. 13, 1794, b. 1741, d. March, 1768, and then for the county of 
June 14, 1820 ; m. May 24, 1764, Charlotte, Stirling till he w:is made a Peer. . 
dau. of William,' 3rd liarl Pitzwilliam. 
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tlioiiglit will be beat botli in Orkney and Stirlingsliired but liis 
son ® stands candidate for tlie University of Cambridge, and I am 
just told that Lord Euston is in danger, which I did not think was 
possible: it certainly will be an oxtraoivlinarv event if a Scotsman 
should get the better of the Duke of Grei fton’s son at Cambridge. 
Our friend Phillipson will be astonished, for he laughed at the idea of 
Dundas canvassing, as Lord Mountstuart’s son^ declined, for he was 
pressed to stand for the University. Sir Elijah Impey visits 
Stafibrd* in retm-n for many favours received from Sheridan. 
Burke hints that he wishes to retire; I don’t believe it. The 
unfortunate Anstruther,® who was to have gone out Chief Justice 
to India, will not be able to come into Parliament at the next 
election. Sir Gilbei-t Elliot® will be in the same predicament. 
Welbore Ellis’ will probably retire, Weymouth and Melcombe 
Eegis having fallen into Pulteney’s hands. Ellis don’t like to 
make a new bargain, indeed, I have heard that Pulteney does not 


I Tr T.xv.t..- 

Duuuas by ii) to iii. 


April 21, 1794, Harriet, dan. of Genei'al 
John Hale. The poll at Cambridge %vas : — 

Eight Hon. W. Pitt 509 

Earl of Euston ; 483 

Mr. Dundas 207 

3 TrM, To 1 r'.‘ 1 

Eatl JJ, , t . i ... • ih 

l,r'.‘., b.J .1. . . ^ . 1 , It- i: 

m n,N>.. Id 1, i, ( ' . 

a--' 1 • (f^ SC 1 : ’ ( V 

W I • - 

Ip ( , - " - ' . - - 

l" ‘'7-'. ' . . - j 


Dumfr'r?. TD s.;., M.?. G/JiffBo- 

■ Mr. ''.■criua:: ■•'.■■■■.! .wa . without a 
contest. 

5 Afterwards the Right Hon. Sir John 
Anstrather, younger son of Sir John An- 
struther, 3rd Bari., b. March 27, 1753, d. 
June 26, 1811; m. Maria, dau. of Edward 
Brice, Esq., of Berners Street. Chief Justice 
in Bengal, 1708 to ISO;!. M.P. for the An- 


^ A T, -732^ tg June, 

• • • • • • ■ . . 1796 ; An- 

.• ■ July, 1797, 

■ . . • . 1806, till his 

death. 

3 Sir Gilbert Elliot, 4th Bart., created 
Oct. 10, 1797, Baron, and Feb. 24, 1813, 
Earl, ofMinto, b. April 23, 1751, d. June 
21, 1814; m. Jan. 3, 1777, Anna Maria, 


dai'. ~ 


roy 


Vienna, July 2, 1799, to Aug. 21, 1801; 
•p— ■ '< I' ’ ''Control, Feb. 12 to 

* . • •• . ' was made Governor- 

ueiierai or India, v.: , 1 p".-:- i - M ; > O.:!. 
1813. M.P. for Morpeth, July, 1776, to 
Feb.1777; ’ ’ . ' “ - 

wick, 1786 . : . 

till June, 1795. 

7 Right Hon. Welbore Ellis, created Baron 
Mendip Aug. 13, 1794, b, 1714, d. Feb. 2, 
1802; m. 1st, Nov, 18, 1747, Elizabeth, 
dau. of the Hon, Sir William Stanhope, 
K.B, ; 2nd, July 19, 1765, Anne, sister 
and heir of the Eight Hon. Hans Stanley. 
Lord of the Admiralty, Feb. 1747, to Dec. 
1755 ; Joint Vice-Treasurer of Ireland thrice 
‘ . " - ' ' . ■ • ! Secre- 

■ ■ ■ /, 1765; 

Tr-r----; -.'- ,-.r C--.,- V.r.y, J ,,- .. - : rv. 

Germain, ue was made ^Pcrotary of Stidc, 
which office he held for onlv (wo nKmi'a^. 
M.P o-r Cria’cVA:. IVovm'/'’. . ’ 


. ■■■ 


7-' ! 


made a peer. 
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intend to sell, he is out of hiimonr that the title of Bath ^ was given 
to Lord Weymouth, and rather appears inclined to Opposition. 
I am told that a great little Duke," having lost sight of the 
Ordnance, repents most heartily what he did last year, and is 
inclined to wheel, but he will not he received with open arms. 
Emolument was a sad object for him to tliink of. . . . 

People are tired of Hastings’ trial, and it probably would be 
brought to a conclusion when Parliament meets on the 22nd, if 
Burke did not insist upon going on with the enquiry, but a new 
Parliament^ wiU. undoubtedly put an end to a vexatious persecution, 
and a considerable unmeaning expense ; for, supposing him to be 
guilty of some of the charges brought against him, he surely has 
suffered sufficiently in the comse of four years, and his fortune 
must be amazmgly reduced, for the expense of his defence has 
been very great. But my idea upon the whole is that he will be 
indemnified for the expenses, and that he wiU be put in a high 
situation to make up for his sufferings, — ^but that is a private 
opinion, for I have no ground to go u^Don. 

After the dissolution of Parliament there will be a promotion 
of Peers, some of the Scots will be made Peers of Parliament, but 
before that takes place they will take the advantage of their votes ^ 
for the sixteen. Douglas ® and Fife are to be peered, and Sir W. 
Erskine ’ is come to town to be made a Baronet. Poor Heathfield 
is going abroad to be married to our old German acquaintance : 
his whole fortune is in his power, — ^they say 60,000 to 70,000^., 
exclusive of his 1500^. pension, which is not settled upon the 

1 Ml'. .It; was created, 

July 1 :i' 1. i. Oct. 26, 1803, 

■ < "• ■ i. 

■ ' . ■ ' . -.90, 

determined, by 143 to 30, that a dissolution 
djd not abate an impeachment. 

^ Scotch Peers having English titles were 
supposed not to be entitled to vote for the 
representative Peers, but that doctrine was 
u. ! .M’n ’> Uo. - /T-n:, ]-■]■>■ 

I [.(,■! r ' ' ' i 1.' 'I ^ \ . . O I'.- 

I ) p ■ 1. .'v ; w ' 

.1 , - . . M ■ J. . n i 

’ I" ' ' .1 '■ ‘w only of the six 

V . -■ M U e . 

’ .'i:-' -.ines, -on of Sir John 

o! iv. ;!■.!.• Lady Jane Dou- 

glas, only sister and heir of Archibald, only 
J ’ . ( eated Lord Douglas 

. . . ,0, 1748, d. Dec. 26, 

: ■ . ; . ■ . . . 1771, Lucy, dau. of 

■ ■ Montrose; 2nd, May 

13, 1783, Prances, posthumous dau, of Fran- 


cis, Earl of Dalkeith, son of Francis, 2nd Duke 


■■■ ■■ ' ■ ■ ■ . >■ 

June 4, 1766, Dorothea, dau. and sole heir 
of Alexander, 9th Earl of Caithness. M.P, 
for the county of Banff from Nov. 1754 to 
March, 1784, and then for the county of 
Elgin to 1790. 

7 Sir William Erskine, of Torrie, created 
a Bart. June 21, 1791, b. March 27, 1728, 
d, March 19, 1795; m. May 29, 1767, 
Frances, dau. of James Moray, Esq., of Aber- 
ciiirny, and widow of George Drummond, 
Esq. of Blair Druiuniond. 
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title. He cannot bear liis son/ and Ins Mends are afraid that 
lie wiU make Tory ini proper settlements with regard to his family ; 
none of them, ‘lar.; speuk in him. Colonel Loftus/ who you may 
remember in A.merica, has five children, and is to be married to 
Lady Elizabeth Townshend/ with her father’s consent. Lord 
Sydney’s son is to be married. His imcle Charles went to him and 
said, — have always intended to leave you 10,000il'., but T evpoot 
to live a long time, and as you may have use for the moia.-y now, !' 
tlnnk I may as well give it you at present, — and did so : that wms 
handsome in your cousin, and j Iiave, &c., 

James Grant. 


Major-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 


[Received Sept. 26, 1790-3 

My DEAR Lord, Nw Burlington Street, April 26, 1790. 

. . . I have but little news to communicate to you, as 
things here remain pretty near in the same state as when I last 
had the honour of writing to you. The dissolution of Park is 
hitherto kept a profound secret, some thiuk it wiU take place in 
the course of Summer or Autumn, others think it will die a natural 
death ; in the mean time canvassing, goes on very brisldy in some 
counties, but from what I can collect Mr. Pitt has nothing to fear 
from the present complexion of things in regard to a new Parlia- 
ment, his own popularity and the horror which the reasonable 
and thinking part of the Nation entertain of the leaders of Oiipo- 
sition, wiU I hope have its due weight and influence in the general 
election, nothing but a war, which I am hi great hopes we shall 
be able to avoid, eould possibly remove Mr. Pitt from his present 
situation. The state of affairs in Prance and in the Netherlands is 
pretty near the same — as bad as it can well be. The King of 
Prussia has been making and still continues to make gi-eat pre- 
parations for war, and it was thought some* time ago, upon his 
signiag a treaty of alliance with the Porte, offensive and defensive, 


Gem i ■ 

31, 7- . . •, . 

2 : ■ ■ . . . 

Loft -.1 

T + Of •'"'i 0 ^ Tower, b. 1752, d. 
■I.;..- .'s-j:: iv. l.-t, Margaret, dau. of 

jJuuiw ; aiKi, May V, . . . . . . ' 

(ieorge, 1st Marquis ■ . . 

Tamworth from No\. . 


then for Yarmouth, Norfolk, to 1818. In 
Ireland for Bannow f. ■ '7"7 ' ; . 

3 Lady Elizabeth, . . . 

Aug. \ '' ’ ■'!. -m. 

■ ■ ■ Jan. 31, 1790. 

The engagement, was to attack both Austria 
and Russia. Ir included a reciprocal gua- 
rantee, and various consinerciai ai iicK's. The 
P(*rte further undertook to try imd persuade 
Austria io abaiidou her Polish provinces. 
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that a war was inevitable. It is however strongly reported at pre- 
sent that he is gone to Breslau to negotiate with the two Imperial 
Courts, and it is rather thought that the new King of Hungary 
will come into his terms, providefl they ore not too exorbitant. The 
present moment is (•(Tiis'udv if-) iiivc-iii-iiblc: for '■) 

to let it slip by without taking some advantage \ ■ , ! ^ I'.ii- 

he will be supported in any unreasonable claims which he may wish 
to push, I know not, but am inclined to believe that some check has 
aheady been put to them. Politicks at aU times are very much 
an affair of speculation, but more particularly so in the present 
moment, from the very unsettled and confused state of things upon 
the Continent, I shall therefore not trouble your Lordship any 
further upon a ^ibject I am so little able to talk upon, and with 
which, thank God, I have so little to do. I am sorry to say how 
much I feel myself disposed to concur in sentiments with you, in 
regard to forming connexions and associatmg with princes. The 
conduct of a certain person, who has so crueEy disappointed both 
you and myself, still continues such as to give me great uneasiness, 
moj'(i especially as I see no great hopes of amendment. . . . 

i have the satisfaction to acquaint you that His Majesty is inmost 
perfect health and spirits, and that he may long continue so, is the 
sincere wish of every good subject. And now, my dear Lord, I shall 
hasten to conclude with assuring you that we all look forward with 
the greatest pleasm’e and impatience to this time twelve months, 
when we hope to see you return in good health to enjoy the society 
of those who are happy enough to be honoured with yom.’ friendship. 

I am, my dear Lord, with the truest attachment, 

Ever yom’s, &c., 

R. Geeitville. 

P.S. May I beg leave to trouble you to remember me to my' 
friend Ross? I flatter myself that this will be the last letter I 
shall have to direct to you on the other side of the water. 

The PfliNOE OF Wales to Earl Coenwallis. 

[Received Oct. 1790.3 

My DEAE Lord, Carlton House, April 16, 1790. 

It is so long since I had last the pleasure of hearing Rom 
You y’^ I am quite afraid You have forgot Your old Friends on this 
side the Water, I therefore tliink it high time to assure You y’^ there 
are a few of us who have had the pleasure of passing many pleasant 
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and happy Honrs in Your Society who ever are most happy in hear- 
ing be it ever such short T.-""-" Y‘ii are well and situated to 
Y’^ satisfaction. By this have heard of the treat- 

ment the shameful unjust treatment our little worthy Friend 
Lothian has experienced from the Minister, I would expatiate much 
more upon this Subject was it not so perfectly of a piece with 
every thing y‘ has been infiicted not only upon other Individuals, 
but upon every relative and relation of the King’s Family, who 
acted from principles of disinterested honor, y^ had it not happened 
one might have been astonished y* for once, the natural mean, 
paltry, and revengeful disposition of the Minister', did not demon- 
strate itself in the odious and oppressive light w^‘ now it has in 
every instance in w’‘ either could or dared give i# vent. I will not 
my dear Lord intrude further upon -f time as I know how much it 
must naturahy from y' situation be taken up, however, before I 
conclude, I must just mention to You how much I wish to recom- 
mend to y protection Young Mr. Watts ^ who is I believe in the 
Company’s service, I understand y* his wish is if possible to get 
ecpial rank in the Eegulars to y‘ w’* he has in the Company’s 
troops, I do not know whether this is an easy matter to be done or 
not, I must leave y‘ entirely my dear ^Lord to y’^ better judgment 
and knowledge of the possibility of effecting these matters, how- 
ever I only hope y* sh^ this plan not be possible to be arranged 
you will have the goodness to employ the Young Man in some other 
line to w^ You may deem he has abilities. Pray excuse hurry 
and scrawl, and believe me my dear Lord, 

Ever most truly Y’' Friend, 

G. P. 


The Secret Committee to the Goveenor-Geheeal and Council 
AT Bengal. 

peceiTed Nov. 1790.3 

My Lord, India House, June 3, 1790. 

. . . Before concluding this letter, we think it proper to 

observe, that we have not been inattentive to the various letters 
from you respecting the island of Salsette, and the wishes of the 
Poonah Government to obtain the possession of it, and we are per- 
fectly aware of the expectations we have given you of receiving 
particular instructions from us on that subject, but circumstanced 

'■ ■ ■■ '!'• ■ '■ V ’>■ ■■ '■ ■■■■■■■!. ■ ' to England, 'wliere lin obtainr;! r onmmi.sslou 

. ■T:, V ..u ; .Mr. in the arnay. and d. Nov. 18i)4, Cnpliiin 6tli 

i.v. : _ West India Kegt. 
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as we are, we feel it impossible to give any precise directions. Thus 
fai’ we can say, that the island of Salsette does not appear in itself 
so essential to onr interests, as to entertain a wish to keep that 
island if a proper equivalent is offered, but as nothing resembling 
a proper equivalent has yet been mentioned by the Marattas, we 
have of com-se no proposition before us upon which we can exercise 
om' judgment or give a decision ; we do not even observe whether 
the proposition made by the Bombay Government, of obtaining in 
return for Salsette, the surrender of Broach, with the Maratta and 
Guicowar Oliout at Surat, has ever been brought under serious 
discussion. 

We enter fuUy into everything stated respecting the Cuttack 
country, and entertain no hesitation that if Salsette could any way 
be made an instrument in negotiation for obtaining that country, 
it could not be made subservient to any more proper purpose ; but 
your last letters gave us little reason to entertain expectations of 
that kind. Having therefore put you in possession of our general 
sentiments on this subject, it must rest with you to cultivate any 
opportunity that may offer of acting upon them. 

We have, &c. 

Minute op the Govebnoe-General. 

Not. 6, 1790. 

I know that the other members of the Board participated in 
my anxiety concerning the present state of the war with Tippoo 
Sultaun, and are equally apprehensive that the late occurrences in 
the country of Coimbatore, may be attended with several disadvan- 
tageous consequences to the pubMc interest. 

The general success of the operations of the southern army since 
the commencement of hostilities, and particulr-’-lytl-.-- --prrdy r'du-''- 
tion of the important fortresses of Dindigul a- -I -.i}. iO d 

the gallant behaviom of the detachment under the command of 
Colonel Floyd,^ have undoubtedly occasioned great detriment to 
the enemy, and, in the opinion of all who are candid and know the 
truth, have done singular honour to the British arms. It cannot 
however be denied that the retreat of Colonel Bloyd’s corps, and 
the loss of the artillery which he was obliged to abandon, have fur- 
nished the enemy with plausible means of imposing upon Ms own 

1 Colonel, afterwards General Sir John of Madras ; 2nd, July 29, 1805, Anna, dau. 
Floyd, Bart., so created Jan. 23, 1816, of Grosbie Morgell, Esq., of Castle Morgell, 
Colonel 8th Dragoons; b. Feb. 22, 1748, d. and widow of Sir Barry Denny, Bart. He 
Jan. 10, 1818, m. 1st, Jan*. 29, 1791, Re- was in action in Germany before he was 12 
becca Juliana, dau. of Charles Darke, Esq. years old. 
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subjects and upon our allies, by laying claim to a victory, and tlie 
real interruption that has been given to the collection of provisions, 
and the loss of magazines that has been sustained by Tippoo’s iiTiip- 
tion upon that occasion, will, I am much afraid, be attended with 
the bad effects of preventing our army from entering the Mysore 
country before the commencement of the Carnatic rains, and con- 
sequently of reducing it to a state of entire inactivity till the month 
of January next. 

I have the highest opinion of Ceneral Medows’s zeal for the 
public good, as well as for his professional abilities, and I am per- 
fectly convinced that no exertion would be wanting on his part, in 
expediting every w--.' ■. vs ■■■: ‘ b\--. be necessary to continue 
without interruption, or to resume without delay, the execution of 
our offensive ojoerations, which can alone produce an honourable 
termination of the war ; but if unfortunately our armies in the 
Carnatic should not be able to act before the beginning of January 
next, we should not only be under great difficulties to account for 
the delay to'the satisfaction of our allies, but w^e should also have 
the most serious grounds for apprehension, that Tippoo would avail 
himself of that opportunity to turn his whole force against the 
Mahrattas and the Nizam, and endeavom.' either to weaken their 
power, or intimidate them into a negotiation for a separate peace. 

Tinder these circumstances it has appeared to me, that, exclu- 
sive of every measure that may be adopted for promoting onr own 
offensive operations against tbe Mysore country in the beginning 
of January, it may be of great consequence to the public interest 
that some immediate steps should be taken, which may tend to 
animate and encourage our allies to persevere with firmness in the 
favourable disposition which they have lately shown to perform 
their engagements ; and although I am not vain enough to suppose 
that the military operations would be conducted more ably or with 
more success by myself than by General Medows, yet from the 
station which I hold in this country, and from the friendly inter- 
course which I have hitherto had the good fortune to maintain 
both with the Nizam and the Peshwa, I conceive it to bo possible, 
that my presence in the scene of action would be con-idcrod liy our 
allies as a pledge of our sincerity, and of our confident hopes of 
success against the common enemy, and by tbat means operate as 
an encouragement to them to continue their exertions and abide 
by thefr stipulations. 

I am aware that some inconvenience may arise by my absence 
from the seat of Government, and that the existing laws do not 
describe the powers which ouglit in sucb a case to be delegated by 
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the Supreme Board to the Governor-General. But notwithstanding 
these objections, I am so fully impressed with the belief that the 
puhHc interest will be on tliis occasion best promoted by my under- 
taking the direction of the war in person, that I have resolved, with 
the approbation of the Board, to proceed to Madras in the beginning 
of the next month ; and should the Board concur in opinion with 
r-n •r”.'"printy and utility of this measm’e, I need hardly 
'!igU‘ 'i- ii ''ii! 'I'ecome necessary to invest me with such powers 
as may be thought suitable to my station of Governor-General, and 
whichmay appear to be calculated to enable il--- ■■■h'-l- 

force of the Company with energy for the pro- 
or to avail myself with and r-f-'-.-t of any favourable 

opportunity that may < ■ r. I- r ii> •: !;, : .‘i-.r <, ■btaining an honour- 
able and advantageous peace. 

Enjoying as I do the high satisfaction of living on terms of cordi- 
ality and friendsliip, both public and private, with my colleagues in 
office, and well acquainted as I am with their earnest desire to 
support my endeavours for promoting the public prosperity, I could 
not entertain a doubt, i. v(;-ii il’ I iisnl noi. formerly on a similar occa- 
sion been flattered with the most liberal declarations of their confi- 
dence, that the measures for the internal government of Bengal 
which I have hitherto pursued, and in the success of which my 
shfiro of roopo««ibility i«f great, will, during my absence, be uniformly 
>ii!ip('ri d .II!'! executed. The completion of the settle- 

ment of the revenues upon the principles which have been aheady 
adopted, and adherence to aU regulations that have been esta- 
blished, and a strict regard to economy in all branches of the 
public expenditure, are amongst the principal objects which I trust 
will command the attention of the members of the Board ; and from 
my knowledge of their dispositior. T h.cvf' fT-o impli'^it 

on their communicating with me^.’c.'M .I'l [■ '.m- "i‘ ini- r; .(■' 
in the manner that will best tend to promote the public good, and 
to preser^^'e my authority in this Government. 

The ]MGmbers of the Council may on the other hand be assured, 
that I shall correspond and communicate my sentiments to them, 
with as much punctuality and expedition as the nature of the 
Service in which I am going wid allow, and that I shall not only 
give an accurate detail of any material transactions or occurrences 
that may. happen, but also endeavour to render a satisfactory 
account of every part of my public conduct ; I shall likewise on 
all occasions receive their advice and suggestions with all the 
attention and deference which is due to private firiends, and to the 
acting Members of the Supreme Government. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir Calcutta, Not. 12, 1790. 

. . . The flattering prospect of a speedy and advan- 

tageous termination of the war, which I held out to you in my 
letter of the 8th August last, is now a little clouded. We have 
lost time and our adversary has gained reputation, which are two 
most valuable things in war ; I am afraid I was too much in the 
right, when I doubted the propriety of Musgrave’s plan of attacking 
Tippoo’s southern dominions. 

It is vain now to look back, w^e must only consider how to 
remedy the evil, and to prevent the ill effects which our delay may 
occasion in the minds of om* allies. It immediately occmred to 
me that nothing would be so hkely to keep up their spirits, and to 
comince them of oui’ determination to act with vigour, as my 
taking the command of the army ; I have accordingly declared my 
intention of embarking for Madras in the flrst week of nest month, 
and besides the 73rd Kegiment, and a detachment of 12 or 14 
hundred sepoys, I mean to endeavour to in v-'-sels 

called dhonies, about the end of next mom • . •<‘-v i-i 1 1 of 

cavalry, completed to six troops by drafting the men and horses of 
the 2nd, three or four hundred horses for remounting the Madras 
cavahy, and one thousand large bullocks for the service of the 
artillery. If this attempt should succeed, of which I entertain but 
little doubt, the novelty and vigom* of the undertaking will un- 
doubtedly have a considerable influence upon our friends and our 
enemies. 

Some inconvenience mu«t noopcoavUv l.-,v:i ■ D- m;.:!. 

but the three Counsellor- !•<■ ■ ;> : -•« fair, and bLuarr has 
given me such strong £ --■■r. ih-.; I: , ■ do nothing without 

consulting the official people in whom he knows I principally con- 
fide, that I flatter myself no material mischief will happen. 

It wiU give me great concern if a war with Spain should take 
place, not to be able to give any assistance, but I do not at present 
see that it will be possible to do it, even in the most limited degree. 
I shall write more fuUy to Mr. Grenville on this subject, and in 
the hurry of business in which I am now engaged, I must refer you 
to my letters to the Court of Directors, for the business of this 

I am, &c., 

CORNWALIJS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 
Dear James, Caicuttii, nov. ig, 1790. 

Our war 011 the coast has not succeeded liitherto so well as 
we had a right to expect. Our army, the finest and best appointed 
that ever took the field in India, is worn down witli unproiLtahlo 
fatigue, and much discontented with their leaders, and the conduct 
of both Medows and Musgrave highly reprobated. In these circum- 
stances I have no other part to take but to go myself and take the 
command, and try whether I can do better: I shah therefore 
embark in little more than a fortnight for Madras in the Vestal 
frigate, with the melancholy reflection that I had hojjed about 
that time to have been bound for a happier port. I have in this 
war everything to lose and nothing to gain, I shah derive no 
credit for beating Tippoo, and shah be for ever disgraced if he 
beats me. 

I send you a copy of a letter which I have written to Brome, 
which contains fully my sentiments about the future disposal of 
liim, and I believe it agrees pretty much with yom's, except that 
perhaps you would not have given so free a choice about the army, 
but I remember what I felt at his age. Now, my dear James, let 
me beg of you to act with confidence about liim, and if any other 
circumstances should arise, against wMch I have not in my dhec- 
tions provided, be assm^ed that I shah approve of whatever you 
think right ; I gave carte, hlanclie in my last about his shooting, of 
which you know I wish him to be fond, and I should hope that by 
degrees the great care about his health might be done away. 

. . . The measures which Administration ordered us to 
take in this country in the event of a war with Spain were wise 
and spirited, and, if we had not been engaged in this odious contest 
with Tippoo, would probably have had a most decisive effect on 
the war, and put a great deal of money into the Commodore’s 
pocket. 

. . . The Queen Indiaman was so long on her passage, that 

I received only a few days ago your letter of the 23rd of Feb. 
You teU me in it that I am accused of being remiss in my cor- 
respondence with a certain personage. Nothing can be more false, 
for I have answered every letter horn him by the first ship that 
sailed from hence after I received it. The stile of them, although 
personally kind to excess, has not been very -agreeable to me, as 
they have always pressed upon me some infan r,i>l 
job, which I have uniformly been obliged to i- '.‘i. ..nd ici ■ i 
much gross and false abuse of Mr. Pitt, and improper charges 

E 2 
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against other and greater personages, about whom, to me at least, 
he ought to be silent. Your truly affectionate brother, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Bromk. 

My dearest Charles, Calcutta, nov. le, 1790. 

I am. convinced that we both looked forward with equal 
earnestness to an happy meeting in May or June next, but this is 
a world of disappointments, and instead of embarking with the 
prospect of embracing you and Mary, and enjoying the society of 
my nearest relations and best friends, my duty to my country 
obliges me to go to Madras, in order to take the field against 
Tippoo Sultaun, who has proved a more formidable enemy than, we 
at first apprehended. 

The moment I can leave this country with honour, I will do it, 
and I am sure you would not wish me to do it sooner, in the mean 
time the thought that is nearest to my heart is how to dispose 
of you. 

I had always intended that you should stay at Eton till the 
Christmas holydays after you were seventeen, and it would be no 
great sacrifice to you to stay till the Easter following, which would 
be very near the time of my return, if the war should admit of my 
going home about January twelvemonth. 

I shall in the course of next summer be able to form a pretty 
good judgment how that is likely to turn out, and if there should 
at that time be appearances of my being stiU detained, the Bishop 
must ultimately decide what you are to do upon your leaving 
school. 

You will then be too young to lay aside aU thought of improving 
your mind ; the question will therefore be whether you shall go to 
the University, or to some foreign academy, where you will learn to 
speak French and perhaps Cerman, as well as the exercises of 
riding, fencing, and dancing, and be accompanied by your tutor, 
that you may not forget all your past studies ; I must own that I 
am not partial to the University. 

As I hope to be able to give you an easy fortune, I do not wish 
you to go irfT th - r.rwy. r-p-'-nrlly r.> I have doubts of the strength 
and hardir.v" \ y- i ad I earnestly exhort you not 

to do it, unless you feel a decided and insuperable inclination for 
that profession, in which case I will not withhold my consent, for 
it is your happiness and not my own, that I am to consider. But I 
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think it my duty to warn you, if you really mean to be a soldier, 
and aspire to military reputation (without which I am sure you 
would not put on the idle trappings), that it is a thorny path, full 
of disappointments, and that I have had years of heart-aches, for 
moments of gratification. 

You are a sensible Lad : reflect on what a most anxious Lather 
has said to you, and then decide for yourself. At any rate, if you 
shall determine for the Army, which I sincerely hope you will not, 
except under the circumstances I have described, of your feeling so 
strong an impulse as to make it in your opinion necessary for your 
happiness, your doing so need not interfere with any part of the 
plan I have mentioned, except your going to the University, for you 
may get a commission with a year’s leave of absence to complete 
your education. 

I shall tell the Bishop what I have said to you, and you will 
consider him as acting in every respect for me, tfll I come home, 
with this only difference, that as he is not impelled by the same 
p.-.w.-rf'l h U of nature which engage a Parent’s heart, you have 
i; to him for his care and tenderness, and I am per- 
suaded you will never fail in the most dutiful behaviour towards 
I am, my dearest Charles, 

Your truly affectionate Father, 

OOENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir William Jones. 

SlE, Calcutta, Nov. 17, 1790. 

I take the liberty of sending the Foujdary propositions, 
according to your obliging permission, and earnestly request that 
you will use no ceremony with them, but scratch out and alter 
every part that you do not approve. 

I shall consider 4t as a great favour, if you will give them as 
early a perusal as possible, for I am very anxious to put them in 
a way of coming forward, before I embark for the coast, and I have 
fixed Saturday or Sunday fortnight for my departure, 

I am, with the greatest esteem. See., 

COENWALLIS. 

The feelings of the violent party in France had extended to 
the French settlements in India. In May, 1790, the inhabitants of 
Ohandernagore had formed themselves into a Committee, and had 
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rl.^posed tlie legally appointed Governor, tlie Chevalier 
'.I'.; .>[(Miiiu!'y. The Governor-General in Comicil did not choose 
to recognise t’ = -.^'1 r.nd refused to transact any 

business with • . ■■■ ll-:-';-. 

The Comt(- . ■ > 'h I '-/puis/ to whom respectively 

as Governor and Intendant du Eoi, the management of the affairs 
of Trance east of the Cape of Good Hope was committed, had 
meantime represented to M. de Montigny, that without a supply 
of money from Bengal, it was liighly improbable that they could 
maintain their authority over the troops in the Isle of Trance. 
M, de Montigny totally failed in raising money, but Lord Corn- 
wallis agreed to lend him, out of his private resources, 40,000 
rupees (4000?.). This sum proved insufficient, and the Supreme 
Council therefore agreed to advance 110,000 rupees, including the 
40,000 already paid. 


The Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors. 

HONOUEABLE SiKS, Fort William, Nov. 17, 1790. 

We are concerned to inform you that the violent and un- 
authorized conduct of the Committee of the Inhabitants at Chan- 
dernagore, has forced us to interfere in then- internal dissentions 
in a manner that we were very desirous to avoid. 

On the 8rd of September, a letter from Colonel Bie, the Go- 
vernor of the Danish settlement at Serampore, acquainted us that 
about four o’clock that morning, the house at GMretty, at which 
Colonel De Montigny, the Commandant of Chandernagore, had 
taken up his residence, had been surrounded by an armed force 
from that place, and that Colonel De Montigny and the other gen- 
tlemen residing with him, had been made prisoners. 

Although we had for some time winked at the breaches of 
treaty committed by the inhabitants of Chandernagore, in erecting 
works and mounting cannon at that place, yet we thought we 
could not, consistent with the dignity of this Government, submit 
tamely to the gross insult which they offered to us, in presmiiiiig 
to violate the Company’s territory by marching armed men over 
part of it, in order to carry their plan of seizing their countrymen 

’ Fidr.gois Emanuel Dchaies, Chevalier de 13, 1753, d. Jan. 7, 1832 ; Intendant du 
Montigny, a Lioi'.t.-Gcnor.al, OoveiTior of •Eoi, 1789; Firpt Seorctarr of Embassy at 
Cliaudeiiitigore and the Freneh possCi-sioTss in Amiems, 1801 ; Governor of Iho Indian pos- 
Bi.'ug.il, b, April 7, 17-13, d. .Inna 27, 1319. sessions of France, 1816 ; and died Pair de 
ilc Ind seen much service. France. 

- Andre Julien Comte du I’liy, b. April 
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at Gyretty House into execution. We tlierefore directed the Town- 
major the next day to Oi'f>"dernagore, and deliver to 

the inhabitants, or to ; certain declarations and 

propositions of this Government, for the pm-poses therein men- 
tioned. 

In order to show that we were in earnest in making these de- 
clarations, three Battalions of Sepoys were ordered to cross over 
from Barrackpore to Ghyretty, to be in readiness to proceed to 
Ghandernagore, if such a movement should be necessary, after a 
fixed time given to the inhabitants to reply. 

On the 6th of September the Commanding officer of the detach- 
ment that proceeded with the Town-major to Gyretty, informed us 
that the President of the Committee of the French Inhabitants 
had communicated to him their resolution to put Colonel De Mon- 
tigny immediately to death, should the English troops march from 
Gyretty towards Chandemagore. 

On receiving this information, we again sent the Town-major 
to Chandemagore, with another declaration to the inhabitants of 
that place, the object of which was to prevent the perpetration of a 
crime so repugnant to every feeling of humanity. . . . 

A small French schooner, which was overtaken in the vicinity 
of Diamond Harbour, submitted to be searched without maldng 
any material resistance, and in consequence our orders were exe- 
cuted without injuring the vessel or any of its passengers or crew. 

Colonel De Montigiiy and thi-ee French gentlemen, who had 
been taken at Gyretty on the 3rd of September, were found in 
confinement on board the schooner ; and as they were desirous of 
being released, they were set at liberty. Four other Frenchmen 
who had been taken on the same occasion were also found on 
board, but were left in the vessel, as they declared that they did 
not wish to be set on shore. . 

In thus asserting your just rights, we have every reason to 
believe that we also did an act of great humanity, the wretched con- 
dition in which the prisoners were found, the crowded state of the 
schooner, and the very scaid y stock of provisions on board, totally 
disproportioned to the niuvibcr c-f iliu crew, made it higlily pro- 
bable, that not only the former, but a great pai't of the latter, would 
have fallen victims to this rash and unjustifiable undertaking of 
the French inhabitants. are, &c. 
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Sir William Jones to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord Court House, Nov. 20, 1790. 

The adjournment of the Court having given me a whole 
day of leisure, I have spent the morning in reading, with great 
attention, your Lordship’s minute on the administration of criminal 
justice in the provinces, and in perusing the papers which accom- 
pany it. I read them all with my pen in my hand, intending to 
write without reserve aU objections that might occur to me ; but 
I found nothing to which I could object, and did not meet with a 
single paragraph to which, if I were a member of the Council, I 
would not heartily express my assent. The power of pardoning, 
which (in para. 44) is reserved to the Court, should be always exer- 
cised, I thmk, by the Governor in Council in his exemtiue, not his 
judicial, capacity ; and in para. 64 the words, whieh is always to he 
reedved with drcumspeetion and tenderness, are applied to the accu- 
sation, though I presume they were intended for the prisoner’s 
confession. These are trifling remarks, but I cannot start one 
-orioiis obji'clicn, and think the whole minute unexceptionably just, 
svLi.', aud I'ciitvoloiil.. j g^eat respect 

Your Lordship’s ever fail li fill sorvant. 

W. Jones. 

Minute op the Governor-General, December 3, 1790. 

All material preparatory arrangements being now nearly 
completed, it is my intention to proceed on tbe 5tb inst. in the 
yacht, to embark at Diamond Harbom- on board tlie Vestal frigate 
for Madras. 

I trust that an honourable termination of the war in which we 
are now engaged wiU, before a p-' ••■■■■: ss, admit of my 

returning to the duties of my ;i- . ■■ !)•. ■ Eut I cannot 
forbear to avail myself of this opportunity of expressing tbe satis- 
faction that I feel of knowing that the management of the public 
affairs, will, during my absence, devolve upon colleagues in govern- 
ment for whose principles and public spirit I have tbe highest 
respect, and* of repeating my strongest sense of the manly and 
liberal sentiments by wliicb they have * been nniformly actuated, 
since tbe infraction of the treaty by Tippoo Sultaun, in adopting 
and supporting every measure that has appeared to be calculated 
to vindicate and maintain the honour and interests of the Com- 
pany and of the British Nation. 
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After tl\e apprehensions whicli I entertained for Mr. Stnart’s 
life, during the. late crisis of Ms dangerous illness, I feel some con- 
solation for Ms absence tMs day, from the reasonable prospect winch 
=-:turair-n that Ms health will soon be completely 

r. .1 : iii:i i t avoid regretting that he is .still imable 

to receive my assurances in person, that from my knowledge, of the 
integrity of his principles, joined to the advantage of the experience 
which he has acquired in conducting the business of tMs Country, 
I consider his recovery at this juncture, as it will fall to his lot to 
take the principal lead in it, to have been an object of no less 
importance to the public interests, than it has been a source of joy 
to his private friends. . . . 

The flattering marks of personal confidence and friendship 
wMch I have constantly experienced, both in my public and private 
capacity, from the members of the Board, have made the most 
lasting impression on my mind, and claim my warmest acknow- 
ledgment. I shall always think it fortunate when opportunities 
may offer to enable me to give convincing proofs of my regard and 
esteem for them, and they may be assured, that they shall have no 
reason to alter the favourable opinion wMch they have Mtherto 
expressed of me, by any part of my future conduct. 


Eael Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 


Dear James, ■ Calcutta, Dec. 5, 1790. 

. . , . To-morrow morning at daybreak I shall embark 
for Madras, with a head full of care, and an aching heart. Although 
I shall have no time to write long letters, you may depend upon 
having a line from me by every possible opportunity. If Brome 
should decide for the Army, you will be so good as to speak in my 
name to Sir WiUiam Fawcett, who would immediately mention 
it to the King ; it would be immaterial what corps he entered into, 
as I would not have him join any regiment till my return. You 
have had so much trouble about aU my affairs, that I should have 
been very sorry if you had given yourself any additional plague 
about the Suffolk election, but Eous^ was the only one of the 
candidates that I was the least anxious about, and when I men- 
tioned Bunbury to you, I only meant to convey, that, although it 


^ Sir John Eous, 6th Bart., created Lord 
Eons, May 28, 1796, and made Eaid of Strad- 
hrohe. Jnlv 18, 1821. h. Mav 30, 1756, d. 
Ac,'. !7, .Ian. 

J uliana, only dau. and heir of Ed'ward W arter 


V.’’-"’;- .. r--:i 1'. T-; :- -1 

liiiuic A Teei'. 
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was a bitter pill, as I think him a very unworthy representative of 
the County, still I believed I must be for him, for old acquaintance’ 
sake, in preference to any new candidate. 

I shall now for some time think of nothing but the Mysore war. 
God send that I may get well out of that scrape ! My Bengal 
arrangements' and the settlement of the revenue, have answered 
beyond my most sanguine expectations. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oaiceley, Bart. 
gjjl Fort St. George, Dec, 17, 1790. 

It has given me great satisfaction to learn since my arrival 
here, that the extravagant charges which have been made by the 
officers who have been entrusted with the expenditm’e of the 
public money, with the detachment that has joined the Nizam’s 
army, has not only attracted the serious attention of this Govern- 
ment, but that several of the measures which appeared to me to be 
necessary for censuring and correcting abuses so ruinous to the 
Company’s interests, have abeady been adopted. 

I am not willing to impute the conduct of the persons con- 
cerned, to the worst of the motives from which it may be supposed 
to have proceeded. But if, instead of deliberate peculation, they 
may have only been guilty of a blameable inattention to public 
economy, I consider them as deserving of strong rqarks of dis- 
approbation ; and that, although the censure applies more particu- 
larly in the first instance to the paymaster, who, in the different 
offices of which he performs the duties, has made the greatest part 
of the exorbitant charges, it also with the utmost propriety extends 
to the commanding officer of the detachment, who, instead of re- 
straining, gave a sanction to those charges ; and I am sorry to 
add, that such charges as have been made by the commanding 
officer of the detachment of artillery, have also had a very unsatis- 
factory appearance. 

I therefore recommend that those three gentlemen may be 
immediately recalled, allowing the command of the whole corps 
to devolve upon the senior Captain, and that of the detachment 
of artillery upon the senior artillery subaltern, until a Captain 
can be spared from hence for that duty j and that a civil servant 
in whom you can confide, may be sent with all convenient despatch 
to replace the present paymaster. 
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Your own zeal for tlie public good will suggest to you sucli 
steps as may be proper to take at a convenient time, for investi- 
gating tbe parts of the conduct of the gentlemen whom I have 
recommended to be recalled, that have appeared to be culpable, 
and I request that the- gentlemen who succeed to their stations 
may be cautioned that it will be particularly expected from them, 
that they shall furnish no grounds for similar complaints against 
them, in the discharge of the duties of the stations to which they 
shall be appointed. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eael Cornwallis to Captain Kennawat. 

[Secret.] 

Sir, Fort St. George, Dec. 20, 1790. 

. . . The siege of Gopaul does not seem likely to be 

brought to a speedy conclusion ; Wt in other respects his Highness 
appears to be more in earnest than he has hitherto been in the 
prosecution of the war, and I trust that he wiU in a short time 
have reason to feel more confident. 

The junction of our two armies and their march in pursuit of 
Tippoo to Tritchinopoly, has for a time left his Highness’s opera- 
tions in Cannamore unprotected. But, although I would have you 
at first confine yourself to general assurances that I am determined 
to act with the utmost vigour, I think it right to inform you that 
I have directed G-eneral Medows to move immediately towards the 
centre of the Carnatic, and that I mean to march in two columns 
tlirough the Western Passes, and, unless Tippoo chooses to fight, 
to begin my operations with the attack of Ossoor and Bangalore. 

The knowledge of my intentions wiU enable you to give advice 
with boldness, and you will disclose them by degrees, as the 
progress of our army shall render their concealment of less con- 
sequence, ... I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Major-General Medows to Earl Cornw^allis. 

[Secret,] 

Mv DEAR Lord Camp near Tiitchinopoly, Dec. 21, 1790. 

I received your’s of the 25th of November, with your 
Minute of Council yesterday ; as well as youi-’s of the 15th of this 
month. 
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To receive your orders, to understand them, and obey them, 
are the same thing. I shall march the army to Trinomalee as 
soon as possible, and I hope to set out this day sennight. I think 
Caroor may be left as it is, and the garrison of Coimbatore, ex- 
cept the company of Topazzes, sent t'* Pn‘'g]':ont'’ho''’ry. and the 
garrison at Palizaut sent to Col. >!:.!■'■;* '-r ''■'■■i'.!! Aber- 

cromby, two brigades shall be left at Tritchinopoly for the pur- 
pose you mention, or to make strong convoys if they should here- 
after be wanted. An escort I hope will return from Madura and 
Dindigul, with bullocks, with money and rice, and one from Tan- 
jore with your escort, wliich I have directed to escort your friend 
Buhcagee Eazonath, the Maratta vakeel, if he chooses to join here. 
We shall bring eight brass eighteen-pounders, and two iron ones, 
bringing all the grain and arrack we can. 

I wait to fim'f=!h this for your expKcit instructions which I 
expect to-day, and wliich, as soon as I clearly understand, I will 
implicitly obey. 

Tli(f .Din.iig!:! convoy is the only thing I know can detain me, 
and they ought to be here on Monday, and if so, we may cer- 
taioly march easily on Wednesday. 

Be assured I will exert myself to execute your plans as if they 
were my own, and be delighted should they prove the best. 

We both want nothing but success! 

Dec. 21. 

I received your instructions yesterday, and would wish you 
should join your army before you divide it, that you may see the 
world of followers and baggage that I shall have to defend against 
his swarms of cavalry, with one regiment of dragoons. I have never 
ri' Tbt n-v' army or cavalry could be divided. I fancy we shall be a 

V ■■ i . ^han thirty miles asunder, and Baillie was undone 

at eleven ; however you may be sure I will do my best and push 
for Sussoor while my rice lasts. I shall have but four iron 
eighteens, and I believe but seven brass. The Dindigul convoy 
may delay us a day or two, but I hope nothing can prevent bur 
being off by the first of the Mew Tear at furthest. 

I am, &c., 

Wm. Medows. 


1 Colonel, afterwards Major-General James 
TTarG.-r, 1. IT ir). ■.]. Od.. -1, ITf-O, .■.■nnaryivd. 

1. ■ a:, i, ;-.i- ;i, 

oat ‘.o 1„- l.i.-M.-(.>l.vi.l. S-.J-,-- 

. il Wii-i lluU he Ji'.CLive 


no further step till his seniors who had been 
parse.] over sho:;' ! have tlivir il-rin.-r 

l.;s;!ii>!!; In c. :!-civonco lie was iaiii a into 
the T\ii!-’siv-rv:o;!,JitiJ iini'.l'j T.;(;',!i..-CoI(>:;..l of 
the 7Jr,i. 
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Major-General Medows to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Secret.] 

My dear Lord, Camp near Tritchinopoly, Dec. 26, 1790. 

I was favoured witL yours of tlie 22iid this day ; and shall 
comply with your aversion to brass eighteens. I have four iron 
and four brass, and shall send into Tritchinopoly two of the last 
to-morrow. 

I propose sending no more infantry with Colonel Cockerell’s 
detachment, and all the cavalry but, one regiment ; and then the 
Company’s European battalion and two regiments of coast sepoys 
that are joined to Floyd’s corps, and called the advance, as I 
think I have not afterwards, with but one regiment of cavalry, 
more than wiU be necessary to protect my baggage and artillery, and 
fight, if it should be necessary, the enemy ; but before I arrive at 
Trinomalee, I shall be able to receive your further instructions. 
I hope to march on Wednesday, and if not, am sure will do it on 
Friday. . . . 

I wish to God you would meet us there. Oh ! to eclipse the 
brilliant action of Colonel Hartley ! ^ 

Adieu ! my dear Lord, sincerely yours, 

Whilst! 

W. Medows. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieot.-Colonel . 

[Private.] 

J)BAR , Fort St. George, Dec. 29, 1790. 

It was with the greatest surprise and concern that I last 
night received your letter of the 24th, inclosing one which you 
had intended to have sent on the 22nd, and which from the former 
letter of that date which I had received, I had been induced to 
hope was for ever laid by in your drawer. 

I have little to add to what I said yesterday,® except to re- 
mind* you (if the instance of Pearse® had made any impression 
upon you) that Pearse did not come to the coast as an artillery 
officer, but as an officer commanding a brigade in the line. Had 

1 Colonel Hartley had, Dec. 10, 1790, with taken. Fun-uckabad sun-endea-ed in conse- 
one regiment of Europeans, two of sepoys, quence on the 12th. 

and 500 l son mAn in all. 2 jt has been thought unnecessary«ito print 

attacked ai ' both letters. 

Tippoo’s troops, 13,000 strong, near Calicut. ® Colonel Thomas Deane Pearce, d. June 
Colonel Hartley lost 52, the enemy about 15, 1T=". V tt. u:. 

1000 killed, and 900, including their general, duel ■■ . . - ' . 
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lie been considered as an artillery officer, lie must have commanded 
all tlie artillery of tlie army. 

It is vain liowever for me to expect that, in your present 
temper of mind, any reasoning I can offer about Duff^ can have 
any weight with you. 

Despairing to convince you, of what I am most perfectly con- 
vinced, that no offence has been committed against you, I hope 
that I am not too sanguine, when I flatter myseK that you now 
believe that no offence was intended against you ; and if this hope 
is well founded, I must sincerely exhort you to reflect on the step 
which you are going to take, and to consider well whether it is 
worth your while, merely for the sake of giving a public mark of 
your resentment against me, who at least never intended to injure 
you, to sacrifice in so great a degree the interest of your country, 
and the honour of the Bengal army, in wliich you have spent so 
many of your best days. 

You cannot but be sensible of the pernicious effects which must 

attend your quitting the command of the detachment at this 

critical period, and how unfit the Major whom I named for the ser- 
vice, entirely in compliance with your wishes, and who has been so 
little accustomed to the native troops, would be to take your place. 

I hope never to be driven to the necessity of taking any public 
notice of your letter, and I certainly shall not do it till we meet. 
In the mean time turn the matter well over in your mind, and 
put the question fairly to yourseff, whether, if disaffection and de- 
sertion should prevail in your Brigade, it wiU not in your retire- 
ment give you many painful sensations to have been a principal 
cause of the failure of the campaign, and whether it may not be 
very possible that those who now encourage your ill-lmmour, will 
be the first to abuse you for leaving your post, at a time that your 
services were so much wanted. Believe me, &c., 

CORJSrWALLIS. 

Majof..Ge.n:ekal Medows to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Seci-et.] 

My dear Lord, Camp neai- Tritclunopoly, Dec. 29, 1790. 

We march to-morrow with four iron eighteens, and only two 
of yoiir detested brass. I propose at present marching three days and 

1 was called Tiger Duff, from having been se- 

Duff. ■ ■ .. . I. ■ . verdy lacerated by a tiger, which he is said to 

179'!. i .. ■ ■'■ ■■■ - . ■■■' i'. : have sq^ueezed to death. 

He V . 
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halting Sunday, and then marching the other five running, which 
will bring us to Trinomalee, where I shall expect your commands 
as to when I am to send oif one division of the army to Arnee, 
and when to begin to march with the other division myself ; the 
men carry ten days’ rice, winch is a great effort, for in general they 
carry but five, but by this exertion we shall have, when we arrive 
at Trinomalee, above forty days’ rice for our fighting men. The 
followers, that is the allowed followers, set out with twenty, and 
where they wiQ get more, God knows. 

Adieu, my dear Lord. The greatest blessing w^ill be success ; 
God send it soon ; and may you ever believe me, what I must 
ever be. Sincerely yours and Boss’s, 

Wm. Mbdows. 


Eael Cornwallis to Sir William Fawcett. 


[Private.] 

Dear FaWOETT, Poa-t St. George, Dec. 30, 1790. 

I found the 14th and 15th Eegiments of His Majesty’s 
Electoral troops, which are in garrison at this place, so very weak 
as to be by no means in a condition to answer the gracious inten- 
tions of His Majesty, when he consented to permit them to remain 
for a time in tliis country, if it should be thought that their services 
could be of use. 

The only mode that occurred to me of fulfilling His Majesty’s 
wishes, was to direct Colonel Wagenheim^ to re-enlist all the 
soldiers who could be prevailed upon to renew their engagements 
in the Hanoverian service, to serve for one year in His Majesty’s 
14th Electoral Begiment, and to order the officers and staff of the 
15th Begiment to return to Europe in the Company’s ships of this 
season, with the invalids, and such men as refuse to enhst either in 
the Hanoverian or the Company’s service. 

Colonel Wagenheim, who is a very respectable and zealous 
Officer, has executed my orders with earnestness and success, and 
we shall by these means obtain the services of a good regiment of 
about 700 men, completely and properly officered. 


1 r ’ cjjris- 

‘ ’ ■ ■ ■ . . M -ch 23, 

■ . . ■ ■ : m. alter bis return 

. ■ , . ' ■ iron Low von Stein- 

fiu’tli. When Bernadotte took possession of 
Hanover, General Wagenheim among others 
attended his levee. Bernadotte asked him if 
11” ' I’ . . - of r* 


heenwour V’ — — -t . — ^ whom 

Geneinl ' ■ ■ . ■ own 

tent till i o heiin, 

after a little consideration, said he remem- 
bered the circumstance, and should be happy 
to Imow what had become of the sergeant, 

’ ». 1 ’ “That 

15 "is ) ■ w before 
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I am sensible that by acting as I have done, I have gone a 
little beyond the letter of my instructions, but knomng as I do 
the anxious concern which His Majesty takes in the prosperity of 
every part of his dominions, and being sensible that the present 
state of our affairs in this country, could not have been foreseen at 
the time the orders respecting His Majesty’s Electoral Eegiments 
were sent from England, I considered it my duty to do what I 
thought best for the public service. If in the arrangement of this 
business, I have inadvertently acted in any respect contrary to the 
intentions or wishes of my Eoyal Master, I trust to his goodness, 
who well knows my zeal and devotion to his service, for forgiveness. 

I am, &o.f 

Cornwallis, 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart,, and Council. 

Gentlemen, Foi-t St. George, Dec. 30, 1790. 

I deferred ghnnor my sentiments on the subject of your 
letter dated the ll'tli ultimo, aJtln’-.^sed to the Governor-General in 
Council, until I should see the report of the Committee which was 
appointed to examine mi'I iiiw-.-figwlo the grounds of the complaints 
that were exhibited by his Highne.s‘5 the Nabob of Arcot, against the 
two Messrs. Hollond and tlxMr .Dnhash Paupiah, and which I was 
informed, upon my landing at this place, would soon be prepared. 

Having now perused that report, as well as the enclosures which 
you transmitted with the above-mentioned letter, I .must declare 
that the reasons for believing that the two Messrs. HoUond and 
their agent Paupiah have been guilty of the flagrant acts of pecu- 
lation and corruption with which they have been charged, are so 
strong and convincing to my mind, that I consider it to be the duty 
of the Honourable Company’s Governments , in tliis country to take 
every step in their power to oblige those thre^ persons, or either of 
them, to submit to the issue of a trial fw tliose offences before a 
competent court of justice. 

The Court of Directors wull take such measures as they may 
think expedient respecting Mr, John HoUond, who is now in Eng- 
land; and it will be proper in you to consult tb- C-''mpnuv’= T.cv.- 
officers on the most regular and effectual mo(i«- j ■■■■■ ■■ i" 

bring Paupiah to justice in this country; bu: .■'Ir. 

Hollond can be tried nowhere but in Britain for the crimes of which 
he has been accused, and his presence at home becomes indis- 
pensably necessary for that purpose. 
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My inclination would lead me to avoid making use of personal 
liarslmess towards Mr. Edward HoUond, as far as might be compatible 
with a due discharge of my public duty, and if it had appeared 
that he had engaged a passage to England in any of the Honourable 
Company’s ships of the season, I should have only proposed that 
your Board should have given an order in the secret department to 
the commander of that ship, after Mr. HoUond’s embarkation, to 
hold himself responsible for retaining him in safe custody, and for 
not allowing him to land again, until he should receive instructions 
concerning him from the Court of Directors. But I cannot learn 
that Mr. Hollond has taken measures for returning to Europe in 
any of the Company’s ships, and under charges of such enormity, I 
doubt whether it would be jiirflin.'ihli- ia yon i o acce23t bail of any 
extent, for his surrendering Jhigiaiid ; and I do not think 

it proper, if it can be avoided, to put Mm under so close a confine- 
ment on shore in this climate, as would effectually prevent Mm 
from making his escai)e. 

My opinion thercforo is conformable to the latter suggestion in 
your letter, that he should be coin^Jelled to embark in the first 
Comj)any’s ship, that maybe despatched from hence for Europe, 
and as the Eodney may be now homdy expected from Bengal, I 
recommend that measures may be taken by the Board, for securing 
Mr. Hollond’s person, and for embarldng him as soon as that ship 
comes to an anchor in these roads, in order that he may emj^loy the 
period between the day of his embarkation and that of the despatch 
of the ship in the arrangement of Ms private affairs ; and that you 
should also render the commander of the Eodney responsible for 
keeping Mr. Hollond in safe custody, until the Court of Directors 
shall give further orders respectmg Mm after Ms arrival in England. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Henry Dunpas. 

[Private.] 

DeAE SiE, Fort St. George, Dec. 31, 1790. 

My instructions to Medows and Abercromby, copies of which 
are enclosed in my letter to the Court of Directors, will explain 
my plan of oiierations, T shall, T am aftaid, notwithstanding the 
.-lipliiics iVt.Tii lU'iigfil, jiiid ii diillcidi to jorocure a sufficient number 
of bullocks, and still more so of drivers, t'^ c.aiTv a proper bat- 
tering-train for our intended sieges, but I ■■ ■ ■ .■.■.t: > : 

untried to effect it. The western garrisons are so well stored 
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with, grain, that I have ho great apprehension of our being dis- 
tressed for that article, at least for our fighting-men, provided we. 
can make these sieges. 

As we appear to have full as many troops on this coast as, with 
our means of carriage, we can make use of, I have determined to 
send the 73rd regiment to Abercromby, and if from the evacuation 
of Coimbatore, and consequent reinforcement of Palacatcherry, he 
should get two or three battalions fi’om the latter, I should hope that 
he may be in a condition to give us important assistance, and I 
thuik that we shall then have brought every man into active service 
that it has been possible to employ. 

I hope you will give Medows fall credit in England for his 
generous and noble conduct on the trying occasion of my super- 
seding liim in his command. I knew the excellence of his temper 
and of his heart, but he has really in this instance surpassed my 
expectations. It is besides but justice to him to observe, that, owing 
to untoward accidents, the first intelligence that he received of my 
coming was attended with the most mortifying circumstances, for 
although I had, out of delicacy, kej)t my resolution a profound 
secret for three weeks after I had written my intentions to him, it 
unlucldly happened, owing to the interruption of the posts, that 
ho first heard of it from the Madras Board. ... 

I have not yet read the Eeport of the Committee, appointed 
to inquire into the Nabob’s complaints against the Hollonds and 
their Dubash Paupiah d but I am told that several of the charges 
ai*e clearly proved against them. The Military storekeeper, who 
purchased his office from them, is inclined to speak out, provided 
that the punishment for his share of the transactions should 
extend no further than the loss of Ms present employment, and 
that Ms pretentions for future prefennent rshoiild siaii'l iq)on Ms 
former good character ; and I own that I feel much disposed to 
acquiesce in his terms, as it is of such infinite importance for the 
public benefit to bring delinquent Governors and Councillors to 
punishment, and, in this instance, to substantiate a positive proof of 
this most gross and permcious species- of cornqotion. 

The whole system of this Presidency is founded on the good old 
principles of Leadenhall-street economy — ^small salaries and im- 
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mense perquisites, and if the Directors alone could be ruined by 
it, everybody would say they deserved it, but unfortunately it is 
not the Court of Directors, but tlie British nation who must be the 
sufferers. 

We must liowever put an end to the war before we can attempt 
any serious reform, and my thoughts for some months to come will 
be wholly occujned in endeavouring to reduce the overgrown 
power of Tippoo. , . . ‘ I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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CHAPTEE XIII 

Arrival of Lord C " '’■I,’- - 'f-.T” ■ ’ ‘ ■■■ ■ . ...V-'-- ■ 

oftliearmy- ■ ' " ■ ■■ 

Coimlvatore ' . . ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ ■ ' ' ' ■ 

Hollond’s conduct — Prospect of terminating the war — Conduct of the Nizam 

i' I -1 — 0^: v- ‘o rr .'otiate — Account of the cam- 

pai -- • i i ss — ''i'.: vi*-:! of India — Debate in House 

of Lords — Yotes of approbation in both Houses. 

Loed Cornwallis arrived at Madras Dec. 12, 1790, and, in tie 
words of till,.' 8iir»r.:rtio Oniin-il. “Ms presence in tie scene of action 
was considered by our Allies as a pledge of security and of our con- 
fident lopes of success against tie common enemy?’ 

Tliougl tie results of tie last campaign lad fallen slort of tie 
expectations entertained at its commencement, some objects of 
gi’eat importance lad been attained. Tie forts commanding most 
of tie main roads lad been captured, and experience lad pointed 
out tie deficiencies wiici existed in tie equipments of tie army, 
and slovai low tley migit best be remedied. 

During tie whole of this campaign Lord OoriiwaUis wi'ote only 
two despatches to tie Court of Directors on tie details of lis 
op(!vutions. Tliose, necessarily of great length, are printed in tie 
Appendix, and it is therefore advisable to give a slight sketch of 
tie movements of tie army, in order to render intelligible the 
letters addressed by Lord Cornwallis to Ms subordinate officers, to 
tie Eesidents at tie several Courts, and to the Government at 
Madras, 

On tie 29tl of January Lord Cornwallis assumed tie command 
at Vellout, where the army had been assembled a few days before, 
and on Eebruary 5tl moved towards Vellore. His intention was to 
besiege Bangalore, a place of very considerable strength, about 200 
miles from Madras ; but fearing that Tippoo, if be penetrated Ms 
designs, would take possession of the passes tM*ougI which he must 
-^,. 1 ,. ....... 1 ,1 he indicated an intention of moving 

l.\ : .■■ p I-- - . : \ ! '.b and Baramalal. Suddenly turning to the 
North and then to the West, he reached the pass of Moogla, and 
with his whole army took up his ground on tlic bsblo-laiid or^lv.^we 
without losing a man, or e\<;n firing a siug’e -iiof.. On ilio ii'b of 
Mai'cl Bangalore was invesl-rfl, not wjilu.'iii, .sonic: (.>[)[)o.sii:ioii on the 
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part of Tippoo^s cavalry ; bat tbe casualties on tlie side of the 
English did not exceed five men, and the whole of their stores were 
safely collected on the plateau. This successful operation, in 
which great military skill was exhibited, animated the whole army 
with confidence,, and the stern repression of the first act of licentious 
pillage which occm-red, effectually put a stop for the future to all 
similai' outrages, and inspired the natives with such confidence, that 
the cultivation of the land was not interrupted, and on more than 
one occasion was carried on, even within half a mile of the British 
batteries wlule actually firing on the breach. 

The siege of Bangalore was- steadily prosecuted without any 
untoward event, except that the indiscretion of Colonel Floyd (who 
was himself very severely wounded) brought on ‘a sharp sldrmish, 
attended with a heavy loss of horses, which could ill be spared from 
the weak numbers of the British cavalry. The pettah was stormed 
on the 7th of March with the comparatively small loss of 131 men, 
but among them was Lieut.-Colonel Moorhouse,^ commanding the 
artillery, who was Icilled at the gate. 

The stores of grain found in the pettah were of great impoit- 
ance, as they furnished food for the followers of the army, by that 
time in great distress for want of provisions ; but forage became 
very scarce, the cattle were daily dying of hunger, and the ammu- 
nition was nearly exhausted. The loss of the heavy guns would 
probably have followed the raising of the siege, which would have 
equally depressed the spirits of the British and encouraged Tippoo, 
and have rendered the prosecution of the war almost imiu’ncticahlc. 
Under these circumstances. Lord Cornwallis rmint d ro storm 
the Upper Town, On the night of the 21st, the troops advanced 
to the attack, and the storming party, though it did not amount 
to one-fourth of the garrison, surmounted aU obstacles and tri- 
umphantly planted the British colours on the summit of the fort, 
notwithstanding that Tippoo’s whole army, fully aware of the 
intended attack, was r'r'^cmr''-'d ■■-•AprV ^■< 1 ^«^lot of the place. 

One large detacl ■ ■ , «■:' *’ ■ •■■.’•■ I-;., about 10,000. , 

strong, joined the English in April. Unfortraiately theic General, 
Tejwimt Sing,® a .Hindoo, was totally incompetent for the com- 
mand, and was even suspected of being a traitor. So far from, 
acting as skirmishers and reconnoitring the ground, his troops 

1 Colonel Mooi'liouse rose from the ranks, 
and had become a most distinguished officer. 

To use the words of Colonel Wilks, “Nature 
liad made liim a gentleman — uneducated, he 
had made himself a man of science — a cai eer 
of unintei’inpted disthiction had commanded 
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kept in the rear of tlie Britisli army, .and instead of foraging for 
themselves, they actually plundered villages within the English 
lines. Notwithstanding these impediments, Lord Cornwallis moved 
forward as rapidly as the exhansted state of his draught-cattle 
would permit, and reached Arikera on the bank^ of the Caveri, 
about 9 miles east of Seringapatam, on the 13th of May. The 
river had already begun to fill, and it was almost impossible to 
establish a safe communication with the other bank, an operation 
necessary to enable Lord Cornwallis to co-operate with General 
Abercromby, who was advancing from Bombay, and was then 
within 50 i^es. Tippoo assembled his force to prevent the further 
progress of the English army, but on the 15th he was driven from 
all his positions with considerable loss, the Nizam’s cavalry acting 
with some energy. But this victory did not remove the difficulties 
under which Lord Cornwallis labom’ed, and he was obliged to move 
towards the fords of Caniambaddy, nearly 20 miles distant, where 
he hoped to cross the river. Before he could reach it, it became 
evident that the equipments of the army were exhausted. The 
artillery for the last two days had mostly been drawn by hand, and 
the scarcity of provisions amounted almost to famine. Tippoo’s 
cavalry had so completely cut off all communications, that Lord 
Cornwallis had no accurate information as to the progress of Ge- 
neral Abercromby’s army, and was totally ignorant where the 
Maratha cavalry might be, hut believed that they were at the dis- 
tance of some hundred miles. Added to this, the season was now 
so far advanced, as to leave little hope that, under the most favour- 
able circumstances, it could be possible to reduce Seringapatam 
before the commencement of the rainy season. Lord Cornwallis, 
under these circumstances, destroyed his battering-train and hc-iu y 
baggage on the 22nd, having transmitted orders to General Aber- 
cromby to retrace his steps towards Bombay. On the 26th the 
march towards Bangalore commenced; the difficulty of transporting 
the sick being so great, that the native cavalry wms dismounted in 
order, that their horses might be used for that purpose. Scarcely 
had the army moved from its ground, when a large body of cavalry 
made their appearance on the left flank. Instant preparations were 
. f .- - .I i - ■._« . when to the astonishment and 

'■ ■ ■■■I:. ■■■■■■ i! I- ii . i'.ir -j. ■..■■■; -ii .vas commencing, was stopped 
by the exclamation of a horseman that it was the advanced guard of 
the Maratha army, and a few hours later, Hmuy Punt ^ and Pur- 
seram Bhow® rode into the camp. So perfect had been the means 

■ ? I'.i, r.- ■ 1 ;; is'. 2 pursmm Bhow had long heea a distin- 

■ " i guished odker In’the service of the Peshwa, 

.He 
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employed by Tippoo in intercepting intelligence, that neitber when » 

at a distance, nor when witbin a few miles of bis camp, did a single > 

^ messenger despatched by the Mai'athas ever succeed in reaching 

I Lord Cornwallis. Had they arrived but a few days sooner, the 

fate of the campaign would probably have been aHr;vi:rl. Certainly r 

neither artillery nor baggage would have been de>u-(-yod. .-iiul [los- j 

sibly the siege of Reringapatam iniglit not havel-ov ii rai-'-d. | 

other native power cwr o.|U<ili«-d ilic Marathas in providing food » 

I and forage for their own troops, and their habitual skill was in this - 

instance most useful to the British. The Maratha bazaar, amply 
I provided with food, riirnislied full sn^iplius to the English army and 

f its followers, but, aceordi-ig io 'h<; mercantile habits of that I 

i tribe, at. almost exorbitant prices.^ After remaining a few days 

'I in their position to cover the large convoys which were following " 

i the .^rarnthfi army, tlio English pursued their march, capturing one : 

i or two in-niiil(,!(i forjs which impeded their movements. Before 

j reacliing Bangalore, a convention was entered into with the Ma- 

I rathas, who were to receive about 150,0001. as the price of their i 

i assistance. As the money could not easily be supplied from the ^ 

, Treasury either of Fort St. George or Fort William, Lord Corn- 
wallis took upon hinis(df the rc.^ponsibility of arresting the sum ; 

intended for the Cl liuusu investment. Ibid any proof been required ^ 

to show how judicious was the decision of Lord Cornwallis to take j 

the command liimself, this alone would have sufficed ; for no one * 

but a Governor-General, confident that for private and political 
reasons he would be fully supported at home, could have ventured I 

to take such a step, and without it, the alliance with the Marathas | 

would l 'l■( 'bilbly j III VC been dissolved. I 

^ The operations of the other armies which had been intended !. 

to co-operate in the reduction of Sermgapatam, were not very 
important. The Nizam’s troops, to whom were added a British !. 

Contingent of two battalions of Sepoys, and some European ^ 

artillery, after great delay invested Capool, October 28, 1790, but ; 

it did not surrender till April, 1791. Some other forts were also f 

i captured, and in that quarter Goornmconda alone remained in the t 

I TT . . , , , - monds of the first water to the silver eamng { 

4 . ■ . of a poor plundered village maiden, from f 

i . - . oxen, sheep, and poultry to the diied salt 

fi.sh of Concan; ah ' ■ 

Colonel Wilks, “ i.r---::;-.;- 1 i .'' ; ■■ Ihal i-cnhl lie jiri-.-e!!- 

■ ” . ’ ' . tiu; riclie.-^t town.'; ' . .. 

of the money-changers, oversjiread with the ^ 

coins of every country of the East, in the { 

open air, gave e^ndence of an extent of mer- | 

penknife, from the shawls of Cashmere to the ’ | 

second-hand garment of a Hindoo, from dia- ' : : ' '■■■ ■' | 
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possession of Tippoo, Tlie Marathas, wto were also supported by |, 

a British detachment, commenced in like manner the siege of i 

Darwar, which held out from the beginning of January to April ^ 

4, 1791. The surrender both of Capool and Darwar was hastened 
by the intelligence of the fall of Bangalore, though even the * 

latter would have availed nothing, but for the courage and dis- 
cipline of the Dnglish contingents, on whom fell the whole weight 
of conducting both these sieges. The rapid movements of the 
Marathas brought under subjection the country north of the ^ 

Toombuddra, and they joined Lord Cornwallis, as has abeady 
been mentioned, near ChercoohL j 

General Abercromby encountered no. serious impediment in • 

his march, and had reached, without loss, the Upper Ghauts, 
when he was ordered by Lord Cornwallis to retrace his steps. He 
accordingly buried his artillery, and fell back into the British ter- 
ritory. His movements had been materially aided by the Eaja 
of Coorg,’ whose history would at any time have been considered 
worthy of the age of chivalry. The whole tale is most romantic, 
and his character stands out in -■"’•'r ns compared with those 
of other Eastern Prince'. Ti. war he was a most f 

faithful Ally, and he received his recompense when the treaty of f 

peace was signed. i 

In the early part of the year Tippoo had, on more than one 
occasion, professed his desire to enter into negociation, and imme- : 

diately after the retreat from before Seringapatam, opened fresh | 

communications. Lord Cornwallis had previously insisted on re- ' 

ceiving written propositions from Tippoo, but he yielded to the ’ 

representations of Hurry Pirnt, and agreed that commissioners 
should be appointed by each party. He therefore consented that ' 

duly authorized Ministers should proceed to Bangalore. Tippoo, in 
accordance with his usual policy, endeavoured to sow distrust among 
the Allies by opening a separate communication with tlie English, ' 
which he accompanied with a Khelaut, and a present of fruit. To the 
intense delight of the whole army, who had no wish for peace, they 
saw the following morning the loads of fruit returning unaccepted. 

Another similar attempt was made in August, and Apajee 
Earn arrived on the part of Tippoo, but Lord Cornwallis, consider- 
ing that his own position placed him on an equality with Tippoo,, 

ants have sadly deteriorated from the Raja 
mentioned above. The misgovernnient of ' a 
l.'trr V; -.1 . n of Singa, ren- 

d. ■■ ! ,! ; of necessity. See 

V. letails about the 

Raja of Coorg. 
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would only treat witli an envoy, tlirougli the intervention of a pie- 
nipotentiarj' on Ms own pari Apajee Earn, whose instructions 
did not aliov liim to adopt tMs course, was therefore obliged to 
depart without having even obtained an interview. 

The months of July, August, and September, were spent in 
reducing the numerous Droogs, or Mil forts, which studded the 
country and intercepted the communications of the army. Some 
sm-rendered without resistance, very short sieges sufficed for the 
subjugation of the remainder, till the British forces came to Nun- 
dydroog, a granite rock of tremendous height, totally inaccessible 
on every side but one. It was defended by a large garrison under 
one of Tippoo’s best officers, and yet such was the sldll and cou- 
rage of the British, that it was taken by storm on the 19th of 
October, having been invested only 22 days. The total loss of the 
assailants was 120, of whom only 30 were killed or wounded in the 
assault. 

The siege of Coimbatore by Tippoo deserves some notice. As 
the post had not been considered tenable, it was ordered to be 
evacuated, but Lieutenant Chalmers,' after remo'vdng everything 
valuable, thought he might be able to hold it, though the force 
under Ms command consisted only of 120 of an irregular native 
corps, and 200 Travaiicoreans under a young Frenchman, M. Migot 
de la Combe. ^ One 4-pounder and two 3-pounclers formed the 
whole of Ms artillery. After two months of open trenches, tlie 
place was assaulted, but the enemy were repulsed with great 
slaughter on the 11th of August, and on the same day Major Cup- 
page® arrived with a small force to relieve the place. He threw in 
some reinforcements, wMch raised the garrison to 700 men, but 
the siege was recommenced October 6, by a force of 8000 regulars, 
with a large body of cavalry and irregulars. Major Cuppage again 
attempted to relieve them, but’ failed in the endeavour, and Lieu- 
tenant Chalmers was compelled to surrender November 3, when he 
obtained most honourable terms ; but they were grossly violated, 
and he and Ms brother officers were sent close prisoners to Seringa- 
patam. Contrary however to Tippoo^s usual practice, they were 
well treated. Lord Cornwallis had strongly disapproved of the 
retention of Coimbatore, considermg, justly as it proved, that it 
could not be permanently retained. But he passed strong eulo- 
giums on the conduct of Lieutenant Chalmers, at the same time 


Lieutenant, afterwards Major-General Sir 

j 1 ( I . n. 

' i . 

1 ’ ■ I . < . * ‘ - 
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he could not ascertain whether he was present 
during tlie second siege, nor what ultimately 
became of him. 

® Major, aftoiwards Colonel John Cuppage, 
d. Mai'ch 31, 1834. 
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blaming Major Ouppage for not. having taken more elfectual 
measures for his relief. 

Every fort between the coast of Coromandel and Bangalore 
was now in the possession of Lord Cornwallis ; a few, and those the 
strongest, on the road towards Seringapatam, remained to be sub- 
dued. Of these the most important was Savendroog, called also 
the “Hill of Death,” ^ situated upon a gi’anite mountain, ajjparently 
inaccessible from below. The circumference at the base is eight 
miles, and at about two-thirds of its height the rock is divided into 
two citadels, quite independent of each other. The siege began 
December 10, and on the 21st at midday the assault was ordered. 
A lodgment had been effected close to the breach, and the troops 
escaladed a precipice on the eastern side, so steep that, when the 
storm was over, they were actually afraid to descend it. The 
rapidity and impetuosity, of their advance was such, that they 
entered the western citadel along with the fugitives. Not a single 
European soldier or sepoy was killed on this occasion. Ootradroog 
was next invested. In it were seven distinct lines of ramparts one 
behind the other. It was attacked the day following the summons, 
some of the gateways were blown open, but most of the lines were 
escaladed. A. few wounded were the only casualties attending the 
capture of this important place. 

illie .Mavathas had not been as prosperous in their under- 
takiugs. They had besieged Gorumcoonda for some time, and 
although, with the aid of some British artillery, they had been 
able to capture the pettah, they were afterwards driven out of it 
with severe loss. 

The attention of Lord Cornwallis had been so engrossed with 
his military operations, that he had little time to devote to civil 
arrangements ; but it wiU be seen that he did not neglect that part 
of his duty, though all material questions were postponed to 
another year. 


Eael Coenwallis to Charles Warre Malet, Esq. 

SlE, Fort St. George, Jan, 3, 1791. 

. . . The answer given by the Durbar to Tippools pro- 
posals was as satisfactory as I could reasonably expect, but I 
should wish in futuris that it might be agreed between the con- 
federate powers, that if overtm-es should be made from Tippoo to 
one of them, the party to which he may address Mmself should 


^ From the insaluhrity of the vicinity. 
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require r.r-i- « from him, and refer them to the Allies 

for theh '■■■!■ ' i! -: I'l ■ any answer is retmmed. . . . 

After what has passed between Nana Eurnaveze and yourself, 
relative to his leading the Peshwa to the field, the decision must 
now rest with the Minister ; but in the mean time, you should 
urge his making every amends in his power, even for the sus- 
pense, by using the utmost exertions to increase the armies in 
the field. I take it for granted that Hurry Punt will act with 
fidelity if Nana earnestly requhes it, but I must desire that you 
wiU tell the latter from me that, although I caimot be supposed, 
after the implicit confidence which I have so often placed in liis 
lionoiu', to suspect that he would employ any Chief, whom he 
believed to be adverse to the general interests of the confederacy, 
yet as it is known throughout Hindostan that Rasta ^ is the friend 
i TV: ■■ ■■■:. T ■ Ik it must damp the ardour of the soldiers, 

i; i ! to the common cause, to suffer a near 
relation of his to attend the army, and that I am under the neces- 
sity of objecting against it in the strongest terms. . . . 

I am glad to find that you have been able to set Colonel 
Frederick® in motion. I have no personal acquaintance with 
him, but I have been told that his temper is violent and ungo- 
vernable. General Abercromby has jnomised me to recall him 
if he should have any disagreement with the Mahrattas, and I 
must desire that you will give the General the earliest informa- 
tion of the appearance of any symptoms of ill humour between 
them. .... p 

COENWALLIS. 

Eabl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

Fort St. George, Jan. 3, 1791, 

The tardiness of the arrival of the reinforcements from 
Bengal, and especially of the buUocks for our battering-train, 
without which our entering the Mysore country could be attended 
with no solid advantages, will oc'vi.-if'ii coii.<ivi^:r;i,l,.!..: delay in the* 
commencement of our march. But you may with confidence 
assure the Nizam that not a moment’s time shall be unnecessarily 
lost, and, without maldng too early a communication of the exact 
objects of my plan, you will coutinue to encourage him to expect 

1 Rastia, or Madho Rao Ruslia, insina.'OiioJ ^ Colonel Charles Frederick, son of Sir 
hy the Peshwa in 1801. - This r’.imily was C’ ’ 1748, d. 

one of the principal Jaghedars under the ' ■ ■ , , : 

Peshwa. 
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tlie most complete and eflScacious co-operation, and you may add, 
tliat, as soon as I enter tlie enemy’s territories, I will endeavour 
‘to communicate witli the different Chiefs, who, I should hope, 
would he likewise instructed to write to me, and that if at any 
time I should think it for the advantage of the common cause to 
join a body of our troops to any of the confederate armies, I shall 
most readily adopt that measure. 

I have great doubt, from what you say, whether any essential 
benefit would be derived from the Nizam’s taking the field in 
person, and it must be a matter of the most serious consideration 
both for the Minister and for yomrself, whether the risk of losing 
part of his influence with his Master by his absence, might not 
outweigh any good consequences that would be likely to issue from 
his presence with the army. 

My own wish would undoubtedly be, that the Minister would 
take the command of the army in person, as I should then feel a 
confidence that its operations would be supported by the whole 
power of his Highness’s Government; but you may inform Azeem 
ul Omrah, that, after taking my suggestions into consideration, I 
shall leave the decision upon that point entirely to liimself. 

Yours, &o., 

Cornwallis, 


MiUOR-GHNERAL MeDOWS TO EARL COENWALLIS. 

[Secret. Received Jan. 6.] 

My dear Lord, Camp at Won-angoor, Jan. 4, 1791. 

Here we are without any let, check, or impediment, — the 
Maratta Yakeel admiring very much (indeed it was the only thing 
lie seemed to admire, though I rode him along the whole line) the 
ease with which the fom’ iron 18-pounders were got over some diffi- 
cult places. 

That we may surmount all difficulties as easily, and of winch I 
have no doubt after you join us, is the sincerest wish of him who 
is, in the sincerest manner. 

Most truly yours and Boss’s, whilst 

Wm. Medows. 
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Majou-Gejteral Medows to Earl Cornwallis. 

My DEAE LoED, Camp at Pannadoor, Jan. 7. 1791. 

I received yoiirs of tlie 31st yesterday ; and am not a little 
liappy tliat my letter must have anticipated your wishes with 
regard to my intentions. 

I received yesterday a letter ifrom General Abercromhy, and 
one from Colonel Hartley. Cannanore surrendering so soon proves 
Tippoo defends places no better than he attacks them. 

He is ambitious, and may be a great statesman, which I doubt, 
but I deny that he is a warrior or a hero ; and I mean that the 
three Governors, the Nizam, and the Peshwah, should dine at 
Seringapatam, with the old Queen of Mysore ^ sitting at the head 
of the table. One is just as likely as t’other, but it is more than 
likely we may crush this disturber of the public peace, if it is not 
sounder politicks only to cripple him; but for my own part I 
freely confess I slioiild prefer the dignity and justice of dethroning 
this cruel tyraiit and usurper, and restoring the kingdom to the 
Hindoo family — the lawful. owner — to the wiser policy perhaps of 
only clipping his wings so effectually that he could soar no more in 
our time. In the mean time < 

I am ever yours and Eoss’s, whilst 

Wm. Medows. 

To Meer Mijunal Deem® (Syed Saheb), 

Jan. 17, 1791. 

Lord Cornwallis has received your letter dated the 1st of 
Jamadi ul Awal, and has understood its contents. 

He directs me to say in answer to it, that Tippoo Sultaun well 
knows that it has been his earnest desire, since he has had the direc- 
tion of the affairs of the English Company to adhere strictly to trea- 
ties, and to live in peace with all the neighbcairing s1i!!o.s ; and that 
it was the flagrant violation of the articles of the late treaty of peace 
that Tippoo committed, by the unprovoked attack which he made 
upon the Eajah of Travancore, the Ally of the Company, that 
obliged him, after having tried every conciliatory proposition, in 
vain, to draw the sword in- defence of a Prince who had a right by 
treaty to claim his protection. 

1 Lecliniee, <’ 


^ Corn-fl F.r. .-rd -vidr 


1799, on the death of Tippoo. 
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The innocent inhabitants of both circars must unavoidably 
suffer much distress during the continuance of the 'vvar, which 
is a subject of great concern to Lord Cornwallis, although the 
blame and responsibility rests solely with the aggTessor ; but he 
desires me to remark, that, whilst the English troops abstain from 
al violence against defenceless people, and direct their efforts 
against armed enemies only, the villages that are in flames and 
the mangled carcases of the wretched ryots which are spread over 
the face of the Carnatic, exliibit a very different scene, and render 
Tippoo peculiarly accountable for carrying on war with a cruelty 
which can produce no advantage to himself, but which disgTaces 
■ human nature. 

Lord Cornwallis Hkewise directs me to add that he should be 
happy to see peace restored, when reparation can be obtained for 
the losses and injuries which the. Enghsh and their Allies have 
suffered, but that it could answer no useful purpose that either side 
should depute a person to the other to treat on the terms of peace, 
;-j conditions can be settled. When he was 

'■ ■ ■ ■ : ' i i i! •, i ord Cornwallis thought it proper to form 

alliances with other powers, who had likewise sustained great losses 
•and injuries by the violence and ambition of Tippoo ■ and his 
Father ; and as he is a faithful observer of Ms engagements, he 
cannot now agree to any terms of peace imtil those Allies, as 
well as the English, shall obtain ample indemnification and 
satisfaction. 

If Tippoo has any propositions to offer, Lord Cornwallis will 
not decline to receive them in writing directly from himself, and, 
after having transmitted them for the consideration of the Allies of 
the Company, and having obtained their opinions upon them, he 
will return an answer. 


Eael Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

SlE, Fort St, George, Jan. 18, 1791. 

... I was glad to see that my intended plan of opera- 
tions was received with so great satisfaction by the Nizam and his 
Ministers, and their strong expressions of confidence and offers of 
directing the movement of their troops, according to the instruc- 
tions they may receive from us, give us reason to be convinced of 
their sincerity. 

A general systematic arrangement for directing the efforts of 
the Confederacy would no doubt have been doshalile, but when the 
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armies of tlie tliree combined powers advance into tlie enemy’s 
country, circumstances must unavoidably produce a general co- 
operation, altbougli no precise plan sliould have been previously 
concerted for that purpose ; and in the mean time we must bear 
with their dilatoriness and jealousies of each other, as I do not 
think it would answer any good purpose for us to press the Courts 
of Poonali and Hydrabad further, to do w'hat the former does not 
appear earnestly to wish, and wdxat the latter seems determined to 
avoid, — I mean a junction of their forces. 

Our plans will admit of our exceeding the expectations of both 
these powers, as instead of furnisliing only an additional detach- 
ment we shall be in a situation to sujxport them with our main 
army. ... lam, &c., 

COElSrWALLIS. 

General Medows to' Earl Cornwallis. 

[Secret-,] 

My DEAE LOED, Camp at Streepermadoor, Jan. 26, 1791. 

We are here without anything extraordinary, after a longish 
jungly march, and we go to Vellout to-morrow, where I expect 
yourself or your orders. Endless are the applications for going to 
the Presidency, which I refuse without exception till I see you or 
hear from you upon the subject. Put if I do neither to-morrow, 
Eloyd is so impatient to be married to Miss Darke, ^ that though 
he sees- tlirough her, as we always do before marriage, as through 
a glass darldy,” yet as I think Abradate ^ so worthy of Panthee, 
I shall make him an exception and let him go. . . . 

And I am ever yours, &c., 

Wm. Medows. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Piivate.] 

DeAE SiE, Fort St. George, Jan, 27, 1791. 

The cal: i i.’.d ■ ■■’!;. d- ■.-.‘'i: -h, contrary to the order 

of things, have ■! ■ - last five or six weeks 

in the Bay of Bengal, ana hitherto disappointed ns of the greatest 
part of our cavalry and bullocks, have hltewise greatly retarded 
the arrival of the Eodney, and given me an opportunity of sending 
yon a few more lines by that conveyance. 

^ Lady Floyd, d. Ffib. 3, 1802. She was 2 x-yfo . ■-<- ^ - ’ p- ' 

mother of several childi’cn, of whom one was romance of ‘ ' . ■ ! ■ 

Lady Peel. 
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The army arrives this day in the neighbourhood of Poonamale, 
where I mean to join it on the 29th, and hope to begin my march 
on the 3rd. I flatter myself that if tilings go tolerably right I 
have time enough to take Seringapatam before tlie rains, but there 
is not much to spare. 

Stuart is doing vastly well in Bengal, and Cooper, who knows 
that I opposed liis nomination, has acted a most honourable part, 
and consults on all points ■with those whom he believes to be best 
acquainted with my sentiments, so that I feel confident that nothing 
will go materially wrong in that country. Wlien I see Medows I 
will press him to speak out, and to determine on no account to 
depart from his word about his stay in, Bengal. Stuart talks of 
going home next season, and every care must be taken to keep 

from being temporary Governor-General, for although he is 

perfectly honest and disinterested in all pecimiaiy matters, yet he 
is so eccentric and so unfit for any land of government, that he 
would as effectually ruin the country as a Eumbold ^ or a Hollond. 

I trust you will exert yourself in Duncan’s favour, in the event 
of Stuart’s going home ; remember that I speak not for Duncan, 
but for the public. 

I have sent you. Mr. Edward Hollond, whom we were obliged 
to embark with the appearance of force, and in such horror and 
detestation is he held in this settlement (which God knows is 
many degrees frnm correctness) that no European attended liim to 
the boat, or showed him the least countenance, as is commonly the 
case when under the hand of powmr ; but he walked to the beach 
leaning on the neck of the brother of Ins Dubash Paupiah. 

I am, &c., 

COEWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Captain John Kennaway. 


Sir, Fort St. George, Jan. 28, 1791. 

. . . Acquainted as I am with the general character 
which His Highness hears of a propensity in his disposition to 


^ Sir Thomas Rumhold, Bart., so created 
March 23, 1779, b. Jan. 1736, d Nov. 10, 
1791. He maiTied three times, 1st, a Miss 
. "r-’. - ’^rice, Si-d, April 28, 
■ . mund Law, Bishop 
■ ■ d . ■ ■ ' Madras from Feb. 


■ mmons, and a biii 


1783; but all proceedings against him were 
uliimatelv droppcil. . 

Dec. 177() to I77+. ' ■ 

177‘r ITSr, (.''v-rr-r,! l oM' runr-v 
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intrigue and procrastination, I must acknowledge that his zeal in 
the prosecution of tlie war, and the readiness wliich he has shown 
of late to allow his operations to be guided by my advice and 
recommendation, have given me particular satisfaction ; but I must 
at the same time confess that I have felt no small concern at the 
frequent symptoms of jealousy and heat wliich he discovers in his 
discussions with the Malirattas, because a coldness, and still more 
a declared difference, between those two powers would be extremely 
embarrassing to me, and prove highly detrimental to the general 
interests of the Confederacy. 

lly wishes midoubtedly were that there should not only have 
been a general co-oiieration amongst all their forces, but in par- 
ticular ib ,! i 1 ^ h -o cordially agreed in forming an united 

army, nearly upon xiie plan that was jiroposed by the Poonali 
Government, at the time that Hurry Punt was ordered to take the 
field, and I -was only induced to desire that the latter measure 
should not be pressed upon them either by Mr. Malet or yourself, 
from my having considered the nommation of Rasta to attend 
Hurry Punt, and some other circumstances, as marks of a want of 
earnestness on the part of the Mahrattas, and from His Highness’s 
aversion to allow any part of his troops to act ivith Hurry Punt 
being so openly avowed. ... I am &c. 

COENWALLIS. 

The Secket Committee to Earl Cornivallis. 

[Received Jan. 31, 1791.] 

My LOED, East India House, Aug. 4, 1790. 

You will observe by the enclosed copy of our letter to Sir 
Charles Oakeley, that we have directed on irujuiryto bo mode info 
the various acts of cormprimi tliot or-- soal in have heoji connniiicd 
by Mr. John Hollond during the time he filled the Chair at Madras. 
It has been rumoured that representations have been made to 
your Lordship, by some respectable person or persons resident at 
n. - i. ;q.p, .. I p- - game subject, with an offer to come for- 

..■i . i,. charges,'" h 1 !’ -y -vwv "'■''y 

assm-ed of your Lordship’s support. W - ■ i: . 

Lordship will aid the present inquiry, by affording every possible 
encouragement to the persons who have thus voluntarily offered 
evidence in supiiort of the charges, and by such ofr;-. r im-iiiis ;is 
shall, in the opinion of your Lordship, facilitate the \\r 

in view, tliat of vindicating the national character i»y i'.imi.-biiig 
vox*. II. o 
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the offenders by a due course of law, transmitting to us the result 
of your inquiry by an early opportunity. 

We are, &c. 


Eael Goenwalus to Stephen Lushington,' Esq. 

Camp at Velhout, Feb. 4, 1791. 

I have received by the J ohn Packet your letter dated the 

16th of September last, respecting Mx. . You will have seen 

in the general letter transmitted by the Princess Amelia, the 
answer of the Board to the paragraph to which you allude. It was 
painful to us to give such an answer, and it was difRpult ■'■n a pubbV 
letter to be sufficiently explicit; but the truth i-, faci 'ir. — - 
is so very eccentric, and has led so strange a life, and been in such 
a state of apathy for several years, that he is absolutely unqualified 
to hold any efficient office, and there are no offices now on the 
Bengal establishment worth his holding, that are not efficient. 

I beg leave to assure you. Sir, that I lament very much that 

hlr. -’s habits and propensities have put it out of my power 

to give a public proof, by a ready compliance with your recom- 
mendation, that I am not insensible of the civilities which I 
have received ffom you since I have been connected with the East 
India Company, and to mark my respect for the character of his 
Father. j 

Cornwallis. 

Eael Coenwallis to Majoe-Geneeal Musgeave. 

Sir, Camp at Vellout, Feb. 4, 1791. 

As it is possible that Tippoo may move with his whole force 
to Madras, and make an attempt upon the Black-town, as soon as 
our army has proceeded four or five days on its march to the west- 
ward, I wish! you to detain the detachment of the 73rd Begiment 
which is destined for the Malabar Coast, until some judgment can 
be formed of the enemy’s intentions. Whenever you shall receive 
advice that a considerable part of Tippoo’s force has moved to the 
westward or southward, you will please, without loss of time, to 
embark the detachment on board the Queen Indiaman, to join 
G-eneral Abercromby at TeUicherry. 

■ ' b M.P. for r. • 1 

■ i; ■ ■ Plympton, .r :v . .. ; /. 

.'i , ” An East I ' ' ■ ■ ' 

dau. of John Boldero, Esq., of Aspenden Hall. Chairman I'; ' :■!, ; i r-. , . 
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Should I have occasion to order any movement of the troops 
stationed to the southward of the Goleroon, I will endeavour to 
give you the earliest notice of it. In the mean time you will re- 
commend it to the Board, to dispose of those troops in the manner 
that you may think best for the protection of the country, or to 
bring a part of them to the northward either by land or water, if 
the latter can be done without violence to their religious prejudices. 

If a rupture with France should take place, you will keep a 
watchful eye on everytliing that is going on at Pondicherry, and 
prevent as much as possible any communication between the 
Governor and Tippoo ; but as the force left in the Carnatic will 
not be calculated for undertaking a regular siege, I cannot hope 
that you will be able to make yourself master of the place, unless 
an opening should offer for attempting a surprise, or it could be 
('■fibcicd liv tlie moans of intelligence and assistance from discon- 
tented people in the garrison. 

i' niM-d hard!}' add, how earnestly I wish that you may live on 
the most friendly terms with the Government of Fort St. George ; 
and as I Imow Sir Charles Oakeley to be as anxious as yourself, or 
as any man, to promote the public good, I am sanguine in my ex- 
pectations that no material difference can arise between you. I am 
persuaded that you will have no wish to interfere with any of the 
patronage or powers which have been usually exercised by the 
Board ; and although your duty will be to offer such representations 
and advice, as in your judgment shall appear best calculated to for- 
ward the public service, yet that you will always recollect that as 
the ultimate responsibility is with the Civil Government, it is also 
incumbent upon you to acquiesce without anger or murmur in their 
opinion, when it happens to differ from your ovm. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
i .... Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kbnnaway. 

Sir, Camp at Vellore, Feb. l2, 1791. 

After completing my battering-train, I propose to move on 
the 14th mst., by Chittoor and Moogly ; and I expect to ascend 
the pass, which is not fifty miles distant fi-om hence, on the 20th 
or 21st. 

The head of the pass is about 110 miles from Bangalore, to 
which place I shall immediately direct my march, and which I 
hope to invest by the 5th or 6th of next month. It may not be 

a 2 
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amiss, as a lesson to our friends, that you should observe how punc- 
tual I have been to the time which I mentioned two months ago. 

I shall endeavour to communicate with Assud Ali Khan ’ by 
the help of the friendly Polygars, and in the mean time I wish you 
to encourage him to come towards us, as he will be very useful in 
preventing Tippoo’s irregular horse from cutting off our supplies, 
and he can always retire upon our army, whenever he apprehends 
that he is likely to be attacked by a superior force. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

Sir, Camp, Palimaneve, Feb. 21, 1791. 

On the day before yesterday, a letter was brought to me 
by a person of some consequence, attended by a camel Hircarrah 
from Tippoo himself, nearly to the same purport as that which 
was written to me by Seyd Saheb, and to wHch I shall give nearly 
a similar answer. 

In the mean time I have dismissed the bearer of the letter and 
his attendants, and returned a Khelaut which he likewise brought 
for me. And as soon as I shall judge it expedient to despatch 
an answer, I shall transmit to you and to Mr. Malet copies both 
of it and of the letter, to be communicated to liis Highness and 
to the Peshwa’s Ministers. 

I am perfectly sensible of your zeal and good intentions in 
proposing that the Minister’s son should be invested with that 
command. But as an unexperienced young man would be inca- 
pable of conducting an army without the assistance of some of his 
subordinate officers, and as it is not ceitam that he would allow 
himself to be guided by those of the best abilities and most honour- 
able principles, I am inclined to think that upon the whole, it 
would be most conrenient for me that such a man as ’ Eajah Teije- 
wunt is described to be, should remain in that command, and you 
will therefore regulate yom-self accordingly, in case the subject 
should again come under discussion. . . . 

You will press the Nizam to enforce my request with positive 
orders from himself, and you will explain to his Highness, as I have 
done to the officer commanding the army, that the reason for 
limiting my request to cavalry, is principally because this army is 

1 Assud Ali Khan was next in command to Lord Cornwallis, as he had betrayed the 
Tejwunt, but was an object of suspicion to English at the battle of Alivera. 
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amply provided witli infantry and artillery, and that it is also a 
material consideration with me, that the movement of cavalry alone 
may be so rapid, as to render it almost impossible for the enemy to 
obstruct our junction. j 

OOENWi\iLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 


Camp at Pallemaneve, Feb. 23, 1791, 7 miles 
Dear James, to the westwai’d of the Ghauts. 

I take this opportunity, which will probably be the last I 
shall have tliis season, of informing you that everytliing hitherto 
has gou'^ prncjnornD«ly as I could wish. I have brought all my 
heavy -y ic-l ■; over the mountains without any acci- 

dent, and to-morrow I shall begin my march for Bangalore, and I 
hope for Seringapatam. 

We have changed our climate very much since we ascended 
the Ghauts, and have got, what to me is a great comfort, cold 
nights. Our thermometer rises 30 degrees from five in the morning 
to one in the afternoon, from 6G to 96 and upwards this morning, 
which was remarkably cold, it wus down at 60 ; these great and 
sudden changes have not yet affected the health of our men, but I 
am not without my apprehensions on that score. Two or three 
months must probably bring this war to a crisis, and I shall then 
be able to form some judgment about the time of my going home. 
The winding up of the business, and settling the claims of our 
Allies, as well as our own, must be a work of time, and can only be 
done by me ; Medows likewise speaks very doubtfully about going to 
Vr ; h . . 1 .’.1 ■ ■ h ■ .‘’•lb-' I ■) pay much more attention 

i Vi ' ■-.■■a hardly advise or wish it. 

Give my love to Brome and Mary. Tell the former I wish he 
could see the clcoliiints liohung the heavy cannon through bad roads 
with their forehead and their trunk ; you may assure Charlotte * 
that Charles Madan ® is in health, and in every respect just what 
his most anxious friends could wish him. 

Believe me to be, your truly affectionate Brother, 

■■ - ' CORirWALLIS. 


1 The variation was often much greater. 
The Editor has heard from his fiither, whose 
tent was of course very large and kept as 
cool as possible, that the diSerence of tem- 
pei'iiture between night and midday fre- 
quently exceeded 50°, and occasionally the 
heat in his tent was 110°, or even more. 

® Charlotte, dau. of Charles 1st Earl Corn- 


wallis, b. Jan. 29, 1756, d. March 11, 1794, 
m. April 8, 1756, Rev. Spencer Madan, after- 
wards, 1792, Bishop of Bristol, and Feb. 6, 
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GEfTERAL Order. 


Feb. 26, 1791. 


Lord Cornwallis lias too Hgli an opinion of the zeal, honour, 
and public spirit of the Officers of the Army, to doubt for a moment 
that every individual among them felt the same concern and indig- 
nation that he did himself, at the shocking and disgraceful outrages ^ 
that were committed on the last march. His Lordship now calls 
in the most serious manner for the active assistance of every Officer 
in the army, and particularly those commanding flanking parties, 
advance and rear guards, to put a stop to these scenes of horror : 
which, if they should be suffered to continue, must defeat all our 
hopes of success, and blast the British name with infamy. 


Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

Sir Camp at China Baleporam, April 2, 1791. 

. . . After the communication contained in your letters, 
I must acknowledge that it was with the utmost astonishment and 
disappointment, that I received on the 31st ultimo, a letter dated 
the 23rd, which enclosed a copy of Eajah Teige Wunt’s letter to me 
of the 22nd, conveying an account of the most absurd and un- 
founded information that he stated to have been received by him, 
of the measm'es that Tippoo had taken to prevent the junction of 
Ms Highness’s cavalry with this army, and informing me, that 
regardless of my requisition, and of his Master’s public orders, he 
had determined to remain at Winipilly, a place not above the 
distance of two moderate marches from Gungycotta, until he should 
hear from me that I had sent a detachment of infantry and guns to 
meet Mm at Chittagong. 

As the Eajah must have had good grounds to suppose that his 
letter would reach me at the critical period of my being engaged 
in the siege of Bangalore, in a! lb ■ cf Ms 

whole army, I am under the >. "i.y \ liiifii- of 

Ms progress, and Ms motives for writing that letter, in the most 
disadvantageous light ; and though I wish it to be done in guarded 
language, I must desire that you will on tMs occasion express my 
dissatisfaction to Ms Highness and the Minister, in the strongest 
terms. 

You will state to them that after the most deliberate reflection 
npnyi flia ’RpiqTi’si if Log fo ’ne that it cau only 

!■■■ ii. i i-;. i!;:-,.;- iej- reasons; 1st. That 

' Scvi’i'iil villiij^os bill! liueu iilLuyk-vi’il .iiid army, and nine men were executed for tbis 
burnt by some maraudeii: of the British crime. 
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Ms public orders have been counteracted by private instructions ; 
2ndly, that Ms Highness* has entrusted the command of a large 
part of the force of the state to a man who is no soldier ; or Srdly, 
that the Eajah has been actually corrupted by Tippoo’s money. 
But you may assure them lliat my mind has immediately rejected 
all attention to the first supposition, though the impression that 
remains upon it of the probable existence of one or both of the 
latter causes, leaves me little reason to hope that I can ever 
confide in the Kajah for giving me a heaHy support in carrying on 
this war. 

You wiU at the same time, after desiring them to call to their 
recollection the openness and fairness of the whole of my public 
conduct towards Ms Highness, the vigour with wMch I have com- 
menced the operations of the present campaign, and the celerity 
and success with wMch I took my measures after the reduction of 
Bc^^nMro. to pr'^v-'T'f 'Fppoo from disturbing the march of his 

■■ I I '•*■ (■ ( .a'!"., .•!. .-.I'lx give them to understand, that I will not 

tamely submit either to evident breach of engagement, or to strong 
marks of deception, and that in the present case, unless, instead of 
receiving frivolous excuses, I shall soon see the most satisfactory 
grounds to expect tlie speedy junction of the above-mentioned body 
of cavaby, I shall not waste time in waiting for them, but proceed 
vdth thw r>"vy fn fh^ of my own plan of operations, with- 

oiii jila'-iiig i.ii> i‘i'.ri!i"r (l--p iri-l-.-inv upon them assistance, 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Floyd. 

SlE, Camp near China Baleporam, April 6, 1791. 

I rode forward this morning a little before the line of march 
to look at the encampment, and when I came nearly to the camp 
colours on the extremity of the left wing, I was advised not to go 
any farther as there were none of our troops before me. I urged 
the impossibility of that fact, as there was a regiment of cavalry 
sent forward for the very purpose of securing the villages and 
country within a mile, or a r^e and half, of the skirts of the in- 
tended encampment, and as it was impossible that any officer who 
had arrived at the command of a regiment could be so totally 
ignorant of Ms duty, and so unmindful of his own safety and that 
of the corps committed to his charge, as to neglect to occupy the 
heights on the left of Ihe (faivip, over wMch there was a road lead- 
ing directly to the enemy’s army and to the garrison of Bymerbod. 
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I was however mistaken, and on my return I found, to my great 

astonishment, Major and his whole regiment dismounted 

under a hedge, and solely occupied in foraging a village in the 
very centre of the encampment, leaving two large villages that 
were full of forage on the left of the hne, and even the Quarter- 
masters and camp-colour men of the left wing to be destroyed or 
carried off by a small party of the enemy’s horse. It appeared to 

me, that even Major ’s regiment itself, without a single man 

mounted, or vidette to look out, might have been surpri=r'd poid 
had its horses carried away by a small detachment of Si'i .oy.i, 
I am sensible that, in strictness, the duty of my station would 

require that I shouM ■-.dl to a more rigorous account, 

but in the j)resent i I >1.-.!! content myself with directing 

you to assemble the Commanding Officers of the regiments of 
cavalry, and, after reading tliis letter in their presence, to repri- 
mand Major in the most severe terms, for his im-officer Iffie 

behaviour and gross inattention to my orders. 

I am sorry to add, that although I did not see it myself, I am 
informed that Major ^ * acted yesterday nearly in the same 

manner ; I must therefore deshe that you will communicate my 
displeasure to him, and inform the Commanding Officers of corps in 
general, that if anytliing of this nature should again occur, I shall 
think it my duty to take other means that will be effectual to en- 
force an implicit obedience to my orders. 

I am, dc., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 

[Private.] 

Sib, Camp 7 mUes N.W. of Molwaggle, April 16, 1791. 

... I have received your private letter dated the 21st of 
February, and although the expedient you mention for quickening 
the motions of our Allies, is as repugnant to my feelings as it can 
he to yonrs, yet in the present important crisis, I should not in my 
opinion be justifiable, if I do not make use of the same weajions 
that have been so successfully -l.-v-d r- us. 

I shaE therefore leave it i :i to proceed as far 

in the business as yon may think it advisable, assuring yon at the 
same time that I shall approve of whatever is done for the pur- 
pose of producing vigour and dispatch, in a quarter where it is so 
much wanted. j 

Cornwallis. 
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Eael Cornwallis to Sir William Fawcett. 

Camp 24 miles to the westward of Amhoor, 

Dear Fawcett, April 19, 1791. 

After encountering many difficulties, and suffering great dis- 
tress for want of forage, you will see by tlie public accounts that 
tbe troops under my command took Bangalore by assault on tlio 
21st of last month. I have since been obliged to move consider- 
ably to the northv/ard, in order to effect a junction with a large 
body of the Nizam’s horse, and am now come to the neighbour- 
hood of Amboor, to receive some reinforcements and a supply of 
stores and provisions from the Carnatic. I shall begin my march 
on the 22nd for Seringapatam, calling at Bangalore for the bat- 
tering-train. Abercromby is waiting for me at the head of the 
Gourga Pass, within thirty-five miles of the Capital, with a good 
body of troops and supply of provisions, and some 18-pounders. 
We are run in point of time rather nearer to the monsoon than I 
could wish, but as I understand that in general the rains are not 
violent on the eastern side of the Ghauts till, the beginning of 
June, I flatter myself we shall not be too late. My woithy and 
gallant friend Skelly has been at the head of every attack, this 
war, and led the Grenadiers and Light Infantry into Bangalore. 
He is ruining liimself by serving as a Brigadier-General upon the 
pay of Major, and appointments have been so unfairly, though 
unintentionally, snatclied from me for far less worthy objects, tliat 
I see no prospect of my being able to give him any rank. I 
shall be much obliged to you if you will represent this most 
humbly in my name to His Majesty, assuring him, that, from a 
regard to the merit of the officers serving under me, I should be 
highly gratified at his conferring some mark ^f his favour upon 
Major Skelly. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart., and Council, 
Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, Camp at Verkadagterry, April 20, 1791. 

I have been favoured with your letter dated the 22nd ult. 
in the military department, and applaud your earnest desire of 
paying every mark of respect in your power to the memory of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moorhouse. 

I doubt very much whether it will now be possible to find the 
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body, but I shall order a search to be made for it, and if success- 
ful, I shall direct it to be remoyed as soon afterwards as may be 
practicable, to Madras. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eael Cornwallis to Rajah Teige Wunt. 

May 10, 1791. 

Wlien I yesterday took leave of yourseK and Assud Ali 
Khan, I felt a degree of confidence that my representations had 
made some impression on you. I have however now the mortifica- 
tion to find that I was totally mistaken, for instead of 3000 men 
under some Chiefs of character, it has just been reported to me by 
Captain Dallas,^ that there were not thirty more than 200 of your 
troops of inferior quality sent to join him; and notwithstanding 
your repeated promises to the contrary, our line of march was 
never more crowded and embarrassed than this day, by your nume- 
rous foragers and followers of every description, who ought to have 
marched and foraged on the left flank of the cavalry, where the 
country was in many places very open, but who, as usual, were 
hastening forward to fight with our guards for the few bundles of 
straw wMch they had been able to save from Tippoo’s horse, and 
wliich are so necessary to preserve the existence of the bullocks 
that are drawing the heavy artillery to Seringapatam. 

I have the highest respect for his Highness Nizam Ali Khan, 
your Master, and I am convinced of the sincerity of his disposition 
to fulfil his engagements in the most honourable manner : so much 
backwardness therefore on your part to concur with the troops 
under my commai^d in measures that are absolutely necessary to 
promote his Highness’s interests, as well as those of the other 
confederates, greatly surprises me, and it will render it incumbent 
upon me to state to his Highness the disappointment I have ex- 
perienced, in having hitherto received no kind of support or assist- 
ance from the numerous body of cavalry, which, from his anxiety to 
act with vigour against the common enemy, he was pleased to put 
under my direction, 

1 Captain, afterwards Major-General Sir under Captain Dallas, in the hope that he 
Thomas Dallas, G.C.B., b. 1759, d. Ang. might render them efficient; hut all his' 
12, 1839. About 2000 of the best of the exertions were unayailicg. 

Nizam’s cavalry had been placed q)ecially ° 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

Sir, Camp near Seringapatam, May 16, 1791. 

I have the honour to inform you that I had an opportunity 
yesterday of attacking Tippoo, and of giving him a total defeat ; 
the vicinity of Seringapatam, and the batteries which he had 
erected on the north side of the island, saved his ai’my from de- 
struction. His loss of men must however have been very consider- 
able, and, besides a number of colours, we took four pieces of brass 
cannon. 

The difficulties of my own situation, in respect to forage and 
provisions, and particularly on account of the advanced season of 
the year, are not much relieyed by this event, and indeed are very 
serious ; and the obstacles which this river presents to a junction 
or co-operation with General Abercrombie (and which had never 
been described in any written or verbal account of it) appear at 
present almost insurmountable. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 

Sir, Camp near Seringapatam, May 17, 1791. 

. . . I received a letter from Hurry Punt on the Idth 
desiring me to communicate with his son, who was in the neigh- 
bourhood of Gungycottah, and to direct him what route to take to 
join me, to which I answered that when he approached nearer 
to me, I would give him every information in my power to enable 
liim to form the junction. 

I have hitherto had no accounts of the motions of Purseram 
Show, siace the surrender of Harwar, and as there seems to be 
so much lukewarmness or slowness on the part of Hurry Punt, I 
must confess I do not tlnnk it would' be prudent in me to adopt 
any plan which depended for success on the direct assistance or 
co-operation of either of these Chiefs. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

SlEj Camp near Seringapatam, May 17, 1791. 

. . . You know that since his Highness’s troops have 
joined this army, I have had reason to complain, that instead of 
giving the smallest assistance they have been a most intolerable 
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Lm’tlien to us. I was however pleased with the alacrity which they 
showed in the action of the 15th, and I have reason to believe that 
if the ground had been more favourable for them, they would have 
contributed to render the success of the day more decisive. 

As this is the first action of conseq[uence in which the Nizam’s 
troops and ours have acted together, I have to present to his 
Iligimess the four field-pieces that were taken from the enemy, as a 
token of my personal respect for him, and of my desire to cement 
and perpetuate the friendship that exists between us, and I have 
offered to put Bajah Teige Wunt into immediate possession of 

I am, &o., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Tippoo Sultaun. 

May 19, 1791. 

I received your letter in the middle of the night I left 
my last encampment, and the wounded men I gave in charge to 
your servants, who were the bearers of yom* letters, will no doubt 
have been safely delivered to the person that you sent for them. 

The desire that you express in the letter to enter into a 
negotiation for terminating the differences between the two Go- 
‘Vernments, was higlily satisfactory to me ; but at the same time 
T y'u. ■hsappointed at your passing over unnoticed the 
■ ■ i I have repeatedly made to you, that I do not 

think myself at liberty to treat for the restoration of peace, 
except in concert with Nizam Ali Khan and the Peishwa, who 
are engaged in a treaty of alliance and confederacy with the 
Company. 

Although the present situation of affairs might encourage me to 
hope that the arms of the Allies would continue to be successful, 
and although my late advices from Europe have informed me 
that the disputes which had subsisted for a few months between 
England and Spain had been amicably adjusted, which relieves 
me from the i .ajng inteiTujited in the prosecution 

of operations ! ;. n --of any European power whatever, 

yet you may be assured that I am earnestly desirous to put a stop 
to the miseries w'hich milHons of innocent people must suffer by 
the continuance of this destructive war, and that if you are dis- 
posed to mabc the (:i:-ui-(;s,-i{>ii> iind compensations to the Oomjiany 
and to its Vlii-is u]ii<.:h demands, I shall cordially use 

my best endeavours to promote a speedy restoration of public 
tranquillity, 
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I shall not enlarge upon the regret which I felt, when I found 
that you were determined to violate the late treaty of peace and to 
force nie into this war, but, having undertaken it in defence of 
one of the Company’s Allies, I am resolved that in endeavouring 
to bring it to a conclusion, my conduct shall be regulated by the 
same regard to honour and good faith towards all the other powers, 
with whom I have entered into treaties of firiendshij) and alliance ; 
and I can only repeat to you, that, 'whilst the Allies adhere to then- 
engagements with me, no consideration could induce me to be less 
attentive to their interests than to those of the Company. 

I must, therefore, as a proof of the sincerity of my inclination 
to promote the re-establishment of peace, recommend to you, after 
reflecting upon the causes of the war, the great expense and num- 
berless inconveniences which it has occasioned to the Company and 
to the other powers engaged in hostilities against you, and the 
grounds upon which they may expect to obtain a compensation 
for them, to transmit in writing to me such propositions, as in your 
opinion ought to satisfy the diffemit members of the confederacy ; 
and if they should appear in the same light to me, and you should 
iu addition to them agree to give me sufficient secm-ity that you 
will not, before the conclusion of the treaty, dei^art from them, 
I shall not only recommend that a Congress of Deputies from all 
parties concerned shall be immediately assembled at 'some conve- 
nient place to endeavour to adjust the terms of a general peace, 
but I will also consent, if you should ■w'isli it, to a cessation of 
arms for a limited time and under certain conditions, wliich may 
be easily arranged, in order to facilitate the conduct of the nego- 
tiations. At the same time, to pro-vdde against your being a 
sufferer by following my advice, I will engage my word of honour, 
which I am incapable of forfeiting, that I will immediately restore 
to you such pledges or hostages as you may place in my hands, 
if the negotiation should fail in of t]>p Company’s 

xilHes not being satisfied with the [!■■=:■ -i ' I. ;.i I transmit 
from you for their consideration. 

In a case in wliich the 'interest of the Company’s and your 
Government were alone to be discussed, I should, without the 
least difficulty or hesitation, receive a confidential person from 
you to treat with me upon them, but on the present occasion I 
still think myself under the necessity of dech^i^er th'^ 
because I am not only determined to act ir- :i.- -i , ; I 

honourable manner towards the Company’s i-u I 

unwilling to take any step which could furnish the least ground 
for jealousy or suspicion of my endeavouring to elude our treaty, 
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and to gain any exclusiye advantages to the Company in a secret 
negotiation. 

I have written the above with a view to prevent the total ruin 
of this country, which must be the infallible consequence of a 
continuance of the distresses to which the wretched inhabitants 
are at present subjected, and it will make me happy to hear that 
what I have said has made a proper impression upon you. 

The Persian Translator to Syed Ahmed Ali. 

Ma7 27, 1791. 

I have received your letter and have understood its con- 
tents. . . . 

As Tippoo Sultaun has been pleased to direct you to send a 
present of fruits through me to Lord Cornwallis, I have mentioned 
it to liis Lordship, who has desired me to reply to your letter that 
in the present situation of public affairs, lus Lordship cannot with 
p'’." 7 r"ty r-'''‘eiY6 a present, but that, whenever peace shall be 
between the two Governments, he wiU be happy, by 
every means in his power, to encourage and increase a hiendly 
intercourse. . . . 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, P>art. 

Sir, Camp at Solure, July 2, 1791. 

. . . Humanity^ as . weU as good policy, calls loudly 
upon us to make the same provision for carrying the native sick 
of the Madras troops upon a march as those of the Bengal 
estabhshment. 

It is hardly credible that so shocking a practice could have 
existed so long, and that successive Generals could, without mak- 
ing the strongest remonstrances to Government, have seen then- 
wretched soldiers, either with a broken bone or a violent fever, 
squeezed into a blanket and carried by two of their comrades. 
The loss of the two bearers from the ranks is not the only mis- 
chief which arises to the pubHc service from this false and cruel 
economy ; for the disgust wliich it creates among the Sepoys occa- 
sions great desertion, as an instance of which I need only mention, 
that 22 of 24 men of Captain Brown’s^ battalion who deserted 
in one month were employed in carrying the sick. I have 
taken it upon myself to authorise the payment of the same aUow- 

^ Captaiu, afterwards Lieut.-General Archibald Brown, d. May 4, 1825. 
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ance for doolies as that which is paid to the Bengal Captains, to the 
native corps on your establishment during the war, to commence 
the first of June. 

The doolies of the Europeans are entirely worn out, and many 
bearers will he wanting for that service, I must therefore re- 
commend to you to order three htmdred doolies to be prepared 
immediately, and fifteen hundred bearers to be engaged in the 
Circars. 

Three hundred platform carts will likewise be wanted for the 
use of the army, and they should be provided as expeditiously as 
possible. 

I shall move on the 4th towards Bangalore, from whence the 
arrival of Captain Bead’s^ Qonvoy will enable me to proceed in a 
very few days to Onssoro. j 

CORlfWAI-LIS. 

Eael Coenwallis to Captain Oeam.® 

Sir, Camp near Bangalore, July 11, 1791. 

Captain Bead has this morning communicated to me the 
contents of your letter to him dated the 7th instant, and I look 
upon the endeavours that you have used to procure the surrender 
of Kishnagerry by negotiation, as a strong proof of your zeal to 
promote the public good. 

From the accounts that I have received of that fort, the diffi- 
culty of taking it by force would be so great, and the possession of 
it in my opinion would be of so much importance to us, that I shall 
readily agree to pay S.E. 6000 for obtaining it by a private nego- 
tiation with those who can deliver it up. You may therefore con- 
sider yourself as authorised by me to promise tMs, and to give 
them security to their satisfaction for your paying them that sum 
for its surrender, provided they will give you coimter-security, by 
putting you in possession of their families, to surrender it to a 
detachment from this army that shall at a concerted time be sent 
to summon it. 

In order to enable you to speak with confidence, and to act 
with efficacy and despatch in this business, I shall on the 15th inst. 
detach a battalion under the command of an intelligent officer, who 
will be instructed to proceed in the first instance to Trippaton, for 
the protection of the part of the Barramoule vallc^y win'ch la\-.s 

1 Captain, ' afterwards Colonel, Alexander * Captain, afterwards Lieut.-Coloiiel, James 

Read, d. May 19, 1804, at Malta. Oram, d. Aug. 13, 1799. 
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between tliat place and Amboor, and to take every step that may, 
after your consulting together, appear best calculated to bring this 
point to a successful conclusion. ... I conclude that the people 
who may agree to give up the place, will, in addition to other con- 
ditions, requh'e security for all their private property, and per- 
mission to reside in the Company’s territories, and I shall therefore 
confirm your promises upon both these heads ; and you may also 
inform the person that you have employed as an agent in this 
affaii-, that if the object shall be accomplished by his means, I shall 
think him deserving of a liberal reward for his services. . . . 

As it is of the greatest consequence for the public service that 
the Maratta dealers should be perfectly satisfied with the treatment 
that they receive in the Company’s territories, and that Hurry 
Punt’s army should be able to draw supplies of grain from the 
Carnatic with facility and at reasonable rates, I desire that you 
will even open a bazar at a moderate price from the public store 
of paddy- at Vellore, rather than suffer the Binjarries to be dis- 
appointed in obtaining •without delay full ladings for the bullocks 
that tiiey may carry -with them ; and I shall only add, that you 
must take the utmost care to prevent the smallest duty in any 
shape whatever from being exacted from them at the bazars, or in 

passing or repassing any of the ’ in your district, and that I 

shall put a great value on the exertions that you make to carry my 
wishes respecting the supplies to the Maratta army into complete 
effect. 

I shall send a company of sepoys, under the command of an 
European Oflicer, with these Binjarries, to give them confi.dence 
and protection. j am, &o., - 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop op Lichfield and Coveniry. 

Dear Jambs, Gamp neai- Bangalore, July 13, 1791. 

I had so short notice of the sailing of the Leopard that 
I determined not to write a single line by that conveyance, but 
to trust that the Commodore or Sir C. Oakeley would tell you 
that I was well ; and I was the more encouraged iu this resolution 
as the Swallow Packet, which is to sail in the first week of Sep- 
tember, will in my opinion be nearly as soon in England. As the 
communication, however, is now quite safe between the army and 
Madras, I wish to tell you that my health has not suffered, although 

• 1 Illegible. 
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my spirits are almost worn out, and that if I cannot soon overcome 
Tippoo, I think the plagues and mortifications of this most difficult 
war will overcome me. You will have heard that after beating 
Tippoo’s army, and driving him into the island of Seringapatam, 

I was obliged, by the famine which prevailed amongst our followers, 
and especially the bullock-drivers, by the sudden and astonishing 
mortality amongst our cattle, owing to the scarcity of forage and a 
contagious distemper which unluckily attacked them when they 
were too weak to resist it, and by the unexpected obstacles to my 
forming a junction with General Abercromby, in time to attempt 
the enterprise before the rising of the river, to destroy my battering- 
guns and to relinquish the attack of Seringapatam until the con- 
clusion of the rains. Had the numerous Maratta army, which 
joined me on the 26th of May unexpectedly and without my 
having received the smallest previous notice, arrived a fortnight 
sooner, our success would have been complete, and that event which 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Hippesley ^ seem so much to apprehend — 
the destruction of Tip] ■Af As powc-i* — would hii\ e actually taken place. 
It is however much criiqtlcd, juid i! he- slMaild not propose during 
the present rains such terms as the Allies can reasonably accept, I 
trust we shall take such U.- . wiU render our next move- 

ment to Seringapatam ■ -i'. .-i Ti •* political state of India is so 
much changed since the date of the orders wliich were read relative 
to the power of the Marattas, and Hyder’s forming a barrier for us, 
that a man might with as much propriety have said to the Elector 
of Saxony, iu the middle of the Seven Years’ War, — To be sure the 
Prussian troops are doing no gveat good to your country, but yet , 
you are lucky to have such a neighbour as Frederick, he forms a 
noble barrier for you against the King of Sweden, whose power was 
very troublesome to your family in the beginning of the century. 

I now come to domestic matters and my own situation. I see 
no prospect of my leaving this country before January, 1793. The 
(pit 'Si ion rlu'U is, what is to become ofBrome? If he should not 
insist on being a Soldier, I should incline, in the present state of 
Em-ope, to his going to the University, where I should wish that he 
might be induced to give a due attention to books, but in other 
respects I do not think that he should be too strictly w^atched from 
mixing in the gaieties and levities of those of liis own age, as I have 

1 Mr., afterwards Sir Jolin Hippesley, and widow of Henry Hippesley Toxc, I’sci., of 
Bart., so created April 30, 1796, b. 1745, Stone Easton House, liowan sent to hnlia 
d. May 3, 1825 ; m. 1st., Feb. 1780, Mar- by Lord North in 1781, and came home in 
garet, dan. of Sir John Stuai’t, Bart., of 17-"“. • Nov. 1790 

Allanton ; 2nd, Feb. 16, 1801, Elizabeth, to ■ ,■ '■ . ■■ .. to 1818. 

dau. of Thomas Horner, Esq., of Mells Park, 
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seldoin seen tliat extraordinary care succeed. If he will be a 
Soldier, he had better go to some German academy, and, amongst 
other things, apply to the learning that language, the want of which 
I have often regretted. AH this, howo^ or, [ sulniiit to your judg- 
ment. There may be letters from you now at Madras, which would 
make me unsay all I have said. The last I have received from 
you, from the difficulty that there has been in our communication, 
is dated the 28th of November. Be so kind as to order out eveiy- 
tliing as usual next year, and desfre Carbonell to send fifteen chests 
of claret. 

I am truly concerned that you have had so much plague about 
Eye, to which I am afi'aid that nothing can put a stop but my 
retmn. . . . TeU Brome and Mary, with my love, that I had 

not time to write to them, and assure Mrs. Cornwallis, and all 
your ovm family, of my sincere regard and best wishes. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Eael Cornwallis to C^iptain Kbnnaway. 

Sir, Camp near Oossore, July 16, 1791. 

. . . You will see by my letter to the Nizam, that in 
consequence of T with the condition prescribed 
to Iiiin by Hun-; I'. ‘ g separately to each member of 

the confederacy, I have consented to Apajee Eam’s coming to 
camp to make his proposals. 

I long resisted this measure, more from an apprehension of its 
creating suspicion and jealousy in the mind of his Highness, than 
from a sense of its being in any other respect either improper or 
impolitic. But the arguments stated by Hurry Punt in favour of it 
had gi-eat weight. He said that if the negotiation was to begin 
by the proposal of terms in writing, it was according to all usage 
the part of the victors, and not of the vanquished, to make such 
proposals ; that the desirable object, in his opinion, was to know as 
soon as possible whether Tippoo was inclined to make such con- 
ct'"’ 'i ‘ ■ Lh-l;.- f-um the basis of a treaty, in order to pre- 

v- ■ I ■; .!■ ',!■ -1 i’ ‘s >’’■ :■ - and 

assembling a congress, when : ■ - ■■■ ' ■■ ■ '■ ■■■?. occu- 

pied in the most vigorous preparations for war, and that as no 
answer was to be given to Apajee Earn, and as the only use to be 
made of his commmiication was to enable the confederates to deter- 
mine, from a knowledge of Tippoo’s sentiments, whether it was 
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wortli while to assemble a congress, lie tlionglit there could be uo 
room for jealousy in either of the parties. 

The earnest desire Avliidi J lurry 1‘init expressed that I should 
agTee to the reception of Apajee Earn, and the confidence I felt 
tliat the Nizam would be persuaded that I would take no step which 
could be in any manner prejudicial to his interests, induced me to 
acquiesce ; and I liaA^e now to request that you wall state the matter 
fully to his Highness, and assure him that no answer shall be giyeii 
wathout his approbation, communicated either immediately to my- 
self, or by iicer Allum, or some other confidential person whom he 
may think proper to depute. 

Oossore was evacuated yesterday. The garrison were preparing 
to destroy the works, but the brigade which I sent to take posses- 
sion of it advanced so suddenly upon them, that they had not time 
to effect their purpose in any material degree. 

I have directed Colonel Duff, who commands in Bangalore, to 
prepare some guns in case Ms Highness should want them for the 
attack of Garumconda. . j o^j^i &c. 

COEFW ALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

Sir, Camp 7 miles west of Ryacotta, July 23, 1791. 

The strgng hill-fort of Eyacotta, the garrison of which had 
been reinforced by the Killedar and two companies of Sepoys who 
had retired from Oossore, surrendered last night to Major Gowdie ; 
and I have directed that officer to proceed with his brigade to the 
attack of Veriabudderdergam, wMch is the strongest fort in this 
country next to Kishnagerry. 

As we could not possibly have taken Eyacotta if the garrison 
had been disposed to defend it, and as it held out a clay or two 
longer than it would otherwise have done in consequence of the 
presence of the Killedar of Oossore, I trust that I am not too san- 
guine in hoping that smce there is no Killedar of Oossore in Yeria- 
budderdergam, that place will not give us more trouble than Eya- 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. • 


H 2 
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Eaul Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

Sir, Camp 8 miles south of Oossore, July 30, 1791. 

I yesterday received a letter from tlie Board, dated the 21st 
instant, informing me of the enemy’s irruption into the Coimba- 
tore country. 

I have looked forward to an event of this kind as almost certain, 
from the time that our army retired from the neighbourhood of 
Seringapatam,*^ but as I understood that Lieutenant Chalmers^ 
had orders to abandon Coimbatore whenever he had reason to be- 
lieve that any heavy guns would be brought against it, and as from 
General Medows’s report I considered Caroor to be m no great 
danger from such a force as the enemy in his present situation was 
likely to detach to so great a distance, I did not think that we 
should be exposed to any serious loss or mortification in that 
quarter. 

You will easily conceive therefore, that I feel no small concern 
when I found that Lieutenant Chalmers had suffered himself to be 
invested in so wi’etched a post as Coimbatore, and with so feeble a 
garrison, by a detachment which he knew to be provided with 
artillery. 

I know of no possible succour that Lieut. Chalmers can have 
received, and conclude, from what I have heard of Coimbatore, that 
before this time he must have been obliged to surrender. . . . 

■ I am, .&c., 

COENW ALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kbnnaway. 

Sir, Camp 7 miles south of Oossore, Aug. 2, 1791, 

. . . I am very glad to find the Nizam’s troops are ad- 

vancing to Garamconda, the captm-e of which place would un- 
doubtedly be attended with great advantage. Four battering guns 
are prepared at Bangalore for the attack of that fortress, and vdll 
be despatched whenever his Highness shall send an escort and 
cattle for them. . . . 

It is of great consequence in every point of view that the Nizam 
should execute his intention of sending his Son and the Minister 
with the reinforcements destined to act against the common enemy. 
I therefore desire that you will urge him in the strongest terms to 

^ The defence of Coimbatore did Lieutenant i-eal facts he bestowed high commendation 
Chalmers the greatest credit, and when Lord upon him. 

Cornwallis was made acquainted with the 
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give them an early dismission, as I cannot help apprehending, from 
the procrastinating disposition of the natives 6f this country, and 
particularly of his Highness’s court, that unless they are stimulated 
to exertion by frequent representations, the commencement of our 
operations, which should not be much later than the middle of 
October, may be retarded by waiting for them, 

I am sorry to observe from your last letter that the Nizam 
seems to entertain an idea of employing Assud Ali Khan again in 
the field, because I consider him to be a man not only of a trouble- 
some and unmanageable disposition, but of principles that render 
him highly unworthy of his Highness’s confidence, and I have no 
objection to your conveying those sentiments of him both to the 
Nizam and to the Minister. ... j ^m, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 


Sir, Camp 7 miles south of Oossore, Aug. 3, 1791. 

. . . However prevalent the spirit of intrigue may be in 

all Asiatic Durbars, I do not apprehend that either of om Allies can 
have a serious intention to depart from their engagements, or that 
they would venture to prefer a little temporary advantage to be 
held at the mercy of Tippoo, to the solid possession of what they 
may reasonably expect to acquire, in conjunction with, and under 
the guarantee of, the other confederate Powers. 

I have seen enough of the Military Chiefs of both states to be 
quite certain of the dread they have of Tii ; . f md of their 
consciousness that they could not resisi i" --i!- assistance. 

I can therefore hardly doubt that the policy of the conduct which I 
have supposed the Courts of Poonah and Hydrabad to adopt would 
occur to themselves without any suggestion on om: part. It may 
not however be amiss, that yon should take every favourable oppor- 
tunity in your conversations with the Minister, of placing it 
strongly before his view. 

From the circumstance of my having acquiesced, at the earnest 
recommendation of Hur^r Punt. receive Apajee Earn, you will 
easily conceive that i i ■■ <!:•■!■■■ to assemble a Congress, until 
I shall be able to form some judgment from the overtures of the 
Yakeel, whether the measm-e is likely to be attended with success. 

The proposal of a Congress was hardly a matter of choice with 
me, for al’tc-r Tippoo’s repeated declarations that he could not 
transmit to me in writing the concessions which he was disposed to 
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make to tlie Confederates, I did' not tliink it consistent with my 
professions, or conscttiant with my most anxious wishes for peace, 
to adhere rigidly to the line which I at jSrst prescribed, and to 
decline to point out some other plan by which a negotiation might 
be opened, and situated as I then was, without a prospect of being 
joined by any person of rank or confidence from the States in alli- 
ance with us, I saw no other mode that would not have created 
jealousy and alarm at Poonah and Hydrabad. 

At the same time, however, although I am not anxious for a 
Congress, nor certain that even Tippoo himself is at present de- 
sirous of it, yet I do not think it right that a direct objection should 
be made to the measure bythePeshwa; and as .Meci; Ailnii) is 
now on his way to the army invested with full powers from the 
Nizam, and it would be highly unreasonable that the interests of 
two of the Confederated P'.-t--v^ shouM .-yy.-?.--! to danger or in- 
convenience by delays • • — ;■ -S :i‘ v ■ third, to the 

conclusion of a peace, I must desire that you will state my request 
in the most explicit terms to the Minister, that Hurry Punt, or any 
other person that he may think proper, may be invested with 
similar powers on the part of the Peshwa, in case Tippoo should at 
any time be disposed to make such concessions as would satisfy 
the Allies. . . . Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Colonel John Murray. 

Dear Sir, Camp 7 miles south of OoBSore, Aug. 6, 1791. 

I received a few days ago your letter dated the 19th of June. 

Whatever opinion I gave on the circumstances of yonr appoint- 
ment, after your arrival in 1788, were dictated by my ideas of the 
syi n 1 ! I . "the Act of Parliament, according to the only 
■ ■ ■ ■■■■■ ■ '■■!;! then thought, and which I still tliink, can be 

given to it. Notlnng personal was ever meant on my part, and I 
am sure you will easily believe that after the ready and zealous 
assistance which you have afforded me, as well in your official 
capacity as in acts enthely separate from it, and which must have 
been attended with much disagreeable trouble and labour, it cannot 
be my desire that you should meet with any mortification. . . . 

We some time ago gave Tippoo permission to send a Vakeel, 
who has arrived this day, to make some propositions, but I have 
no reason to hope that they will be such as will be suitable to the 
expectations of the Confederacy. Our preparations for the attack 
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of Seringapatam, as soon as the season will admit, are in the mean 
time going on briskly, and from the general situation of onr aftaii’s 
there seems to be every reasonable appearance, that we shall be 
able before long to bring this business to an honourable termination. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, c&c., 

COEWALLIS. - 


Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

DeAII Jambs, Camp neai- Oossore, Aug. 20, 1791. 

The cares and troubles you have had about my dear Boy, 
Oulford House, the estate, &c,, although they have been in a con- 
siderable degree burdensome to you, have yet been attended with 
so many pleasant and satisfactory circumstances, that I trust the 
gratification which you have occasionally felt has made up in a 
great degree for the uneasy sensations they have cost you. But 
that is not the case with the borough of Eye : there everytliiug has 
been, and I am afraid will continue to be, jilague and vexation. 
Whatever my future resolutions may be in regard to the borough, 
on finding an insurmountable S 2 iirit of disinclination to the ancient 
connexion with our family, and of general discontent, I should at 
least wish, before I took so strong a step as to renounce all con- 
nexion with it, to try the effects of my retiun, and of passing some 
time at Brome. I do not therefore hesitate to authorize you to 
eiideavom' to support the interest at all events till I come home, 
and to recommend your purchasing all the land you can in Eye. 
If poor Phillipson should in the interim occasion a vacancy, I leave 
the choice of a successor entirely to your discretion, desiring only 
that he should not be iU-disposed towards those with whom I have 
acted. Whitbread ^ would have been most perfectly agreeable to 
me, but from what I saw in the papers, I conclude that he must 
come in for Steyning ; I should doubt Bathurst’s lildng to come in, 
or the b.- 'vu'-k Wr': to clioose him. 

Th( -.1 ■ ■ wliich you expressed for Cambridge in your 
letter of the 14th of February, made me re 2 ieut of the letter that I 
had written to Brome in November last, which recommended the 
plan that you had projiosed, and to which in your letter of the 4th 

1 Samuel Whitbreacl. 1). Aug. 20, 1720, d. from Nov. 1774 Ir- ,T;mo. 1700. ar. l O’".- Sf-v- 

S. 179''''. m. i7ol, IlaiTiot. dau. uf ning from Marcl'. .7- .. ■, . . ■ j. ..i 

li. I-.-..: .i-.-.-:. .r.ig. 13, 17G9, Mary, the time this leC i.-- •.■!:::■••■! \i ■. mi- 
li.'. ■ i I i ■ Uornvvallis. BjtJiis bread .supported the Tory iiiterest m BciD 

first wife he was father of Mr. Whitbreail, .so fordshire. 
long a leading politician. M.P. for Bedford 
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of April you have again reverted. I have seen so many good men 
and so many bad. ones produced from the same systems, that I 
scarcely think any one of all those which a rational man could 
choose for liia Son or Ward, would be capable of depraving a good 
mind or of rendering a virtuous youth vitious. I do not here mean 
the frailties to which all young men of life and spirit are liable, and 
wliich cannot be guarded against without hazarding worse conse- 
q^uences, and without rendering the person unfit for the society and 
circle in which he ought to live. Having said this, you will see that 
I shall be tolerably easy and confident under any measures that you 
may have adopted. I doubt only about Mr. Hayes being a proper 
person to go with him ; he appears to me by his letters to expect 
too much from him, and I should suspect that he will always forget 
that he is out of the fourth form. All this however I submit 
entirely to you, well knowing that it is much easier to object to one 
man than to find another. 

I certainly cannot leave this country till the beginning of 1793, 
and I trnst it cannot be in the power of my evil stars to detain 
me longer in it. My plan of attacking Seringapatam before 
the swelling of the Caveri River did not sncceed from various 
causes, wliicli could neither be foreseen or avoided. The attempt 
however, besides the victory which it gave us over Tippoo’s whole 
force under the walls of his Capital, was attended with many im- 
portant consequences, and in particular it brought forward two 
large Maratta armies in haste to join me, which would otherwise 
have probably remained many months at n ‘rrr.t di-l r ili-! 

scene of action, and employed themselves -i. ii g i! 
resources of the country they had overrun. 

We are now making the most vigorous preparations to pro- 
secute the war after the brealdng up of the monsoon on the Mala- 
bar coast. I have not however been inattentive to proposals of 
peace, and permitted two of Tippoo’s Vaheels {Envoys) to come to 
the neighbourhood of our camp, but as they declined to open any 
negotiation with deputies to b-o appointed on our part, but insisted 
on transacting l■lisiiu;^.'^ persiCiidly v.hh ilu- Maratta General and 
myself, I have desired them to return immediately to tl-oir Master. 
\Wien Tippoo finds that he cannot hope by indirijcl ou.'iio:; to infuse 
joalnusy nmring-t tlu.' mombers, and to disunite the Confederacy, I 
(.■}.!)! liiU’dly (ii.'iiliT iliiU he v.iil ij,iTer such terms as we can with 
iriillily iiiul li(jiu>nr accept ; and I can most truly assure you, what- 
ever may be said in Parliament to the contrary, that no man ever 
entered into a war more unwillingly, or would be more sincerely 
rejoiced to get out of it, than myseE 
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Mr. Hippisley, wlio during the few years lie resided in India was 
busily employed in making money, seems to be equally unacquainted 
with the geography of the country as with the facts which he has 
ventured to state. Cranganore is not on the sea-coast, it never 
was for an instant in the possession either of Hyder or Tippoo ; it 
has belonged exclusively to the Dutch, as well as Jacottah, since the 
beginning of the last century, without acknowledging the supremacy 
of any other power whatever. The Eajah made his proposals for 
the purchase to the Dutch with the npy^-lv-t*''"'- =n"'''^i^-r of Sir 

Archibald Campbell in 1788, In 17'-', ■■ il . : at Tra- 
vancore notified to Mr. HoUond’s Government that the Governor- 
General of Batavia had consented to the sale, and that the bargain 
was to be immediately concluded, to which notification Mr, Hol- 
lond made no answer, and the Eesident naturally concluded that 
he had no objection to the measure. Neither Sir Archibald’s con- 
sent nor the notification to Mr. HoUond were communicated to me, 
and the first accounts which I ever received of the transaction, were 
by a letter from the Madras Board dated in August, 1789, which 
misstated all the facts and threw great blame uj)on the Eajah, 
and wliich produced the disapprobation of the measure which the 
Supreme Board declared in their letter dated in September. It 
was not from caprice that I afterwards altered my mind, but upon 
discovering the falsehood of Mr. Hollond’s statements, who was at 
that time trying to extort money from the Eajah as the price of his 
consent. The subsequent papers are all before the House. No- 
tliing could be so weak as OjDposition’s bringing on these questions, 
which could not possibly affect Pitt or Dundas, who were entirely 
ignorant of the whole business till some months after the war had 
taken place, and which must bring upon the movers the ridicule 
and odium of every man who wishes more earnestly for the honour 
and prosperity of his country, than for a place for liimself. . . . 

Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 

Sir, Camp 8 miles east of Bangalore, Aug. 23, 179,1. 

By your letters to me I find you are most perfectly ac- 
quainted with the characters of the Maratta Chiefs. 

It is not easy for a man of very different habits and temper to ■ 
be a match for persons who possess the qualities you describe, yet 
I trust that I have not often been imguarded, and in the business 
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of tlie Vakeels liaye kitherto defeated the designs of Hurry Punt, 
who appeared to have taken them under his protection, and, by an 
unguarded letter which Apajee Earn wrote, seems to have pro« 
mised to introduce them to me. 

I positively declared that it never was my intention to treat 
with them personally, nor did I think it became any of the prin- 
cipals, such as Hurry Punt, Meer Allum, or myself, who possessed 
full powers from our respective Governments, to meet them, until 
they had explained to confidential persons deputed by us, the out- 
line of the terms on which Tippoo was willing to negotiate, and I 
objected to their being received with honours, or being admitted 
into our camp, until the negotiation should be so far advanced as to 
give a certainty of a speedy accommodation. In the next line I 
pointed out Oossore as a proper place for their present residence, 
where they would be treated with great civility find .sip’plit d 
with everything they could want, and where our coiiM 

conveniently meet them, to enter upon the business of their 
mission. 

In all this Hurry Punt, after much reasoning, and, as he de- 
clared, against his own opinion, most unwillingly accpiiesced. But 
he was so unguarded in his argument, as to give for a reason 
why he wished to see Apajee Earn, that he was an old acquaint- 
ance of his, and would speak more freely to him than to any other 
person ; this reason, as you may suppose, had no great weight 
with me. 

The Vakeels remained longer at Surgepore ^ than I could have 
wished, and pretended, in order to gain time, that they would meet 
with our deputies there, if I would not insist on their going to 
Oossore ; but on finding that I was determined not to relax from 
my first resolution, they are gone this day to Bangalore, on their 
way to their Master. 

Hmi-y Punt in the mean time talks to me of his distress for 
provisions and the ruin of his cavalry, and to Meer Allum of the 
necessity of making peace. He will probably hold the same 
language respecting the distresses of his army in his letters to 
Poonah, but you will have an Oj iijortum'ly of giving a complete 
refutation to those complaints, ai. .u a.-! a- ia!- as any blame can be 
imputed to me, when I tell you that I have often repeated to him, 
that the Carnatic is as open to the Marattas as to ourselves, for 
purchasing all kinds of grain and supplies of rvery description, 
or that by sending detachments into ilie 'biiTin.iiiiri aad Salem 
countries, they would find the utmost abundance of forage and 

1 Properly, Sm-ajpore. 
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grain witliont expanding a single rupee, or without the smallest 
hazard of any material interruption from the enemy; hut that 
I cannot prevail upon them to avail themselves of either of 
those means to relieve the wants of which they so constantly 
complain. 

I must however observe that the prices of rice and grain, in 
comparison to those to wMch we were long accustomed after our 
junction, are by no means high in their camp even at tliis moment. 

I shall probably in a short time be able to form a more certain 
judgement than I can at present of their real views and sentiments. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles. Oakeley, Bart., and Council, 
Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, Camp 8 miles east of Bangalore, Aug. 26, 1791. 

Tippoo’s Vakeels, DeleelDeelEhan' and Apajee Earn, having 
refused to proceed to Oossore, and open the business of their mis- 
sion to the deputies who would be sent thither to confer with them 
by Hurry Punt, Meer AUnm, who is invested with full powers from 
the Nizam, and myself, and declaring that they had received orders 
from Tippoo which they did not dare to disobey, to proceed to the 
Camp, and to treat personally with Hurry Punt and myself, I did not 
see any means at present of opening a negotiation with them, as I 
conceived that it would be very imprudent to suffer the Vakeels of 
our enemy, with their numerous followers, to accompany our army ; 
and that it would be highly improper for Hurry Punt and myself, 
who in our present delegated situation may be considered as prin- 

■ to '-^eet the dc-pinu-s from Ti'ipoo, bcforo we know 

' ■ 'v- ■■ il ■ ■ - ‘the terms {iiev had to ja-opcrio was such as . 

would afford grounds for the commencement of a treaty. 

I desired therefore, as their continuance at Surgepore was very 
inconvenient to ns, and could answer no good purpose, that they 
would return to their Master, and they accordingly went to Banga- 
lore on the 23rd, and departed from thence on the 24th instant. . . , 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

' Deleel Deal Khan was a Maliommedan, Ram, who was a Hindoo, and the real ne- 
who for form’s sake was sent with Apajee gociator. 
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Eaei. Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakelev, Bart. 

• Siiij Camp near Bangalore, Aug. 31, 1791. 

. . . Our success in the Coimbatore country has greatly 

exceeded my expectations, and I have notified to Major Cuppage 
. my warmest approbation of his and Lieutenant Chalmers’ conduct, 
and have desii’ed. him to acquaint M. La Combe, that I shall 
express to the Eajah of Travancore the sense I have of his merit. 

Lieutenant Chalmers appears to me to be highly deserving of 
some peculiar mark of favom*, and as in the Company’s service 
there are scarcely any means of conferring military rewards on 
officers of his rank, I must submit it to your Honourable Board 
whether it would not be proper to give him some pecuniary gra- 
tuity. 

The season is now too far advanced to render it probable that 
Tippoo would detach a large portion of his army to invade the 
Southern Provinces, or even to make another attempt upon Coimba- 
tore, but in any event, no exertions in our power should be 
omitted in endeavoining to defend them. . . . 

I am, &c., 

OOKNTWALLIS. 



Major-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 1791.] 

My dear Lord, New Burlington Street, Jan. 19, 1791. 

. . . As to our politics in this part of the world, I have 
but Httle to communicate to you, as I take for granted that you 
will have heard long before this of our having settled the dispute 
with Spain relative to Nootka Sound ^ in an amicable way, and 
much to the honour and credit of tliis country, having obliged the 
haughty Hon (though very reluctantly) to give up, under certain 
restrictions on our part, their unwarranted pretensions to an ex- 
clusive navigation of the greatest part of the South Seas. The 
very steady and spirited conduct of Ministry upon tliis occasion, 
and the extraordinary exertions made by the country in fitting out 

^ The .'Spanish Governor of California had and a considerable land force were equipped 
seized a .-mall for1 built by the English at at an ' ' . i.OOOL with 

Nootka Sound, an island about 20 miles long, a view ■ ■. ;he Spanish 

separated by a nar-.-r'w o;.-.-,-:.;: :■■■:» V,.-.. W^st Z . '.ccepted the 

couver’s Island, ;:t: . (.-..'i-.i i Iv terms proposea, and a satistactory convention 

O.arf.ain (Vok. An arr-pi;: .apfji.-gy fv.d v..'- was signed Oct. 28, 1790, 

■.■■(.ML' !v:i;:i:vd ’.'ron; Spr.:; . A i.-.p: j 



1791. 


AFFAIHS OF EUROPE. 


109 


and completely manning so large a fleet in so very short a space of 
time, has raised us very high in the opinion of all nations, and has 
given us that weight which we ought to have, and which we had 
very near lost, in the negotiations and treaties now carrying on 
upon the Continent. I saw our friend Ewart the beginning of last 
month ; he has been obliged to come over to England on account 
of his health, in order to try the Bath waters, from which he has 
already found considerable benefit ; he is very sanguine in his ex- 
pectations of our being able to conduct, and to bring to a happy 
and to an advantageous conclusion, the very important concerns 
relative to a general pacification, and to establish a due balance of 
power amongst the Northern Potentates. The late successes of the 
Empress of Eussia against the Turks ^ have made her Imperial 
Majesty so very obstinate and high in her demands, that it is 
thought she will refuse all mediation on the part of Prussia, who 
has concluded a treaty offensive and defensive with the Porte, and 
must of course interfere to save them from utter ruin. Blow far 
we shall be engaged in this business I know not ; the reports of the 
day talk of press-warrants, &c., &c. ; if it should turn out so, I am 
afraid it will not be a very popular war.®, r. . . Your aversion 

to the society of certain great personages is but too well founded. 
“ Quantum mutatus ab illo Hectore,” when you first was intro- 
duced to him at H[anove]r. Nothing can be worse than our pre- 
sent situation ; if the loan, wliich I understand is negotiating upon 
the security of the three P — should fail, we shall be obliged, I 
am much afraid, to cut and run. It grieves me to the soul (as I 
cannot help having an affection for him for liis behaviom* towards 
me, which is always the most kind) to see so fine a game lost, and 
it really vexes me so much, that I hate to talk upon the subject. 


^ The capture of by Suwarroff, 

Dec. 11, 1790. Upwards of 33,000 Turks 
of both sexes and all ages perished in the 
assault. 

2 Mr. Pitt tendered the mediation of Eng- 
land, which the Empress Catherine declined. 
On March 28, 1790, a message was sent to 
both houses to announce a lav.-.- ’rci-vr::---.': 
the fleet. The Opposition ■.■•.p.j-.ily 
any interference with Russia. The address 
in favour of the measure was carried in the 
Lords by 97 to 34, and in the Commons by 
228 to 135. The question was renewed 
April 12 by Mr. Grey; April 15 by Mr. 
Baker ; and May 25 by. Mr. T. Grenville. 
Notwithstanding three satisfactory divisions 
—253 to 173 ; 254 to 162 ; 208 to 114— 
Mr. Pitt ultimately abandoned his plan. It 
was on this occasion that Mr., afterwards Sir 


Robert, Adair was supposed to have gone to 
Russia with a secret mission from Fox. 

“Or ;* ho —‘.ho y-.i-P. w’ i. r.-'o- i ■ ..i;! 

3 The Prince of Wales and the Dukes of 
York and Clarence. A large loan was effected, 
and a considerable portion of the bonds taken 
up in France, where they circulated at a 
heavy discount. One of the Fermiers Gene- 



among whom was the celebrated chemist 
Lavoisier, were tlirown into prison for the 
suppo.spd crime of one. Their trial and con- 
deimiation followed as a matter of course, 
and they were all executed May 15, 1794. 
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I liave liowever tlie consolation to acquaint you that the King 
never enjoyed a detter or so good a state of health as at present. 
I have frequent opportunities of seeing Him, being invited very 
often to make up the Queen’s party at cribbage at Buckingham 
House. I have likewise the satisfaction to assure you that He 
always speaks of your Lordship in the kindest manner possible, 
with every mark of his esteem and approbation. . . . 

Believe me, &c., 

E. a 

P.S. If the wai- against Spain had taken place, the expedition 
wliich was fitted out, and was actually under orders of march for 
Portsmouth, was to have been commanded, as report says, by Sir 
W. Howe. . . . 

Lieut.-Gteneral Grant to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 1791 .] 

My dear Lord, Sackville street, Mm-cli 3, 1791. 

A vessel sails for India to-morrow, and contrary to the hopes 
and \vishes of your friends, this letter will find you at Calcutta in 
June, in place of our having the expected pleasure of seeing you at 
dinner, to give an opinion about some claret, wliich I carefully 
keep by the desire of my friend Eoss, who thinks that it may, in 
common with the proprietor, improve by age. The war is unlucky, 
but the measure was unavoidable ; the expense is immense, but it 
is to be hoped Tippoo Sultan’s defeat, and the loss of a great pai-t 
of his dominions, will soon put an end to the expenditure, and 
perhaps, with a blessing upon yomr endeavours, some useful acqui- 
sitions to the Company may defray a part of the charge, which 
is here computed to be at least fom? million sterling a-year. Your 
conduct and government meet with the strongest approbation of 
the nation at large, and of a great majority of the House of Com- 
mons, where everybody without exception speaks with great respect 
of you ; and even the gentlemen who are the most inclined to find 
fault with the war, express great regard for your personal character 
but you know this country, and will not be surprised or hurt at our 
not being unanimous- in our approbation. A motion was made by 
Mr. Hippesley,^ reprobating the war, and the treaties concluded 

' Mr. TTippc'Icy riioved (Feb. 28) that about Travancore, and urging peace to be 
(;c,'rl-;i in papers .‘ihould be read, and then Mr. made on any terms. They were negatived 
Francis proposed ibirteeu resolutions con- without a division, Mr, Dundas moved, 
deinning every thing that had been done Mar’ch 2, counter-resolutions declaring that 
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with the Nizam and Mahrattas, without mentioning you ; hut as 
that evidently conveyed an implied censure upon your conduct, it 
was thought necessary by Mr. Pitt and Dundas, that the House, in 
justice to your Lordship, should express their fullest aj)prohation of 
your conduct in every particular. The House was well attended, 
and Dundas introduced the motion, leaving it to its own merits and 
the conviction of the House, without saying a word. Very little 
was said, but by Francis, the “Chicken of the Law” Taylor, for 
TLYpr -lcy, who was absent, and for himself. Mr. Fox was up at 
(liiiPivaii (nn.;-; had great respect for Lord OornwaUis, which had 
even increased since you went abroad ; but he could not approve 
of the war, which he thought might have been avoided. Dundas 
seemed to be inspired when he got up to answer everything which 
had been expressed or alluded to in the com’se of the debate, and 
declared that his wish was to remain silent upon the merits of your 
administration till you returned; but the sort of censure which 
had been thrown out, made it necessary to show Europe, Asia, and 
the world, that your conduct in every particular met with the fullest 
approbation. I never heard him speak so well, and I sat jiist 
beliind 3Ir. Pitt and him ; and to do i’’ ’’'I' -.I , .j ■ 

to me, as far as I can judge, in and ^ ' I. ..... \ .i.;- 

conduct his hearty, warm, and cordial approbation ; his sentiments 
were delivered fully upon the subject, when Hippesley made his 
motion; he sioeaks so well and so ably at all times, and in so 
superior a style to all the rest of mankind, that it is imj) 0 ssible to 
make use of the wmrd best to any of his speeches ; but as he had 
spoke so fully the preceding day, he only spoke occasionally last 
night in answer to Mr. Fox, who did not speak at length, but was 
up at different times. The House of Commons at present puts me 
a little in mind of the American war. Tippoo has not such power- 
ful and numerous supporters as Jonathan had, but if the devil was 
to appear in the figure of an Asiatick Prince, and disturb the peace 
and quiet of the British Government, he would find some friends 
in this country, though it is flourishing, rich, and happy in its pre- 
sent situation. . . . 

I am a letter in Boss’s debtj but I have not time to write by 


the conduct of Lord**Coniwallis had been 
highly meritorious. These wei’e carried with- 
out a division. Mr. Taylor, during the 
debate, read a speech from Mr. Hippesley, 
who was too unwell to attend. 

1 Mr., afterwards the Ut. Hon. Michael 
Angelo Tayloi’, h. 1758, d. July 16, 1834; 
m. Aug. V, 1789, Frances, dan, of Sir 
Henry Vane, Bart. M.P. for Poole, Ald- 


borongh, Durham, Rye, and Ilchester, from 
May, 1784, to June, 1831 (except in the 
Parliament of 1802), and .'’or Sudbury from 
Dec. 1832, till his death, ft was in a (Ivhiil.i, 


against Mr. Fox. 


i 



112 


LOED COENWALLIS. 


Chap. XITT. 


this conveyance, as a gentleman having got into my house has kept 
possession all the morning, in spite of all the hints I could give 
him, and has hardly left me time to say that I ever am, &c., 

James G-eant. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Rkjht Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

HeAE SiE Camp near Bangalore, Sept. 3, 1791. 

It gave me great satisfaction to find that my ideas corre- 
sponded so nearly with your own on the subject of the Charter. I 
can assure you that they were given with the best intentions, and 
that after much reflection since the time I wrote, I have seen no 
reason to make any material alteration in them. 

We do not dijBfer in om* estimation of the value of Guzerat, but 
I am well convinced that imless the 2iower of the Peshwa’s Govern- 
ment should fall to pieces by an internal convulsion, we can never 
obtain possession of it but by a Maratta war, which is a price that 
I believe neither of us at present are inclined to pay for it. 

In the adjustment of the treaty which must terminate the... 
present war, it v^ould u'^^b^bV great embarrassment even to 
hint at such c :• •..;r good AUies want no spur to 

awaken their ■: .•.•i-' \- .i'-. ;• and exclusive of then almost 

unconquerable tenaciousness of ancient possessions, I am persuaded 
that the smallest appearance of a wish on our part to extend our 
territories, and increase our strength so near to the seat of then 
Government, would at the present juncture have the worst effect 
possible. 

If contrary to all probability they could be brought to nego- 
tiate for an equivalent, I do not tliink that it would be practicable 
to arrange it with them, and indeed I fancy from the earnestness 
which they show to get the management of the negotiation into 
then own hands, that it is their intention to take, if they can con- 
trive it, a great deal more than their share of what we may force 
Tippoo to concede to the Confederacy. I shall however be wary 
nnd guarded, and I trust that steadiness and plain dealing will be a 
match for cunning. ... 

The Committee for investigating the comjdaints against the 
Messrs. HoUonds have completed their report, and I am told that 
the evidence against those two great offenders is so clear, that they 
cannot escape conviction. I wish the charge of attempting to 
extort money from the Bajah of Travancore could have been in- 
cluded; but I still hope it may be brought forward. They cer- 
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tainly, I believe, received 12,000 pagodas in part from tlie Eajab, 
and, at the arrival of Medows’ appointment, were endeavouring to 
screw him to the payment of a lac, as the price of their support. 

Tou will easily conceive that I was not a little surprised when 
I heard the Mysore War, wliich I have always considered an act 
of the most absolute and cruel necessity, treated as on our part 
unjust, ambitious, and inexpedient, and the treaties with the 
Marattas and the Nizam, which were concluded in exact conformity 
to the letter and spirit of the Act of Parliament, and on the fairest , 
principles of self-defence, called infamous. 

I am perfectly sensible of the very handsome and honourable 
conduct of Administration on that occasion, and as far as it is pos- 
sible to judge from a newspaper account, I think that Mr. Pitt’s 
speecli and yours in the House of Commons, and Lord Grenville’s 
in the House of Lords,^ must have convinced every man who would 
suffer himself to be open to conviction. 

There 'are however some points wliich appear to me to be of 
importance, that were not noticed in the newspaper speeches, 
though perhaps they were not overlooked in the originals, such as, 
1st, my letter to Tqipoo in 178(S, warning him not to attack the 
Rajah of Travancore, whose territories Ave were, by the treaty of 
Mangalore, spccificnlly bound to protect. 2nd, the situation of 
Cranganore .-ind .\y.T.iiidi Avhich, being perfectly defensive in 
respect of the Rajah’s country, without affording the least conve- 
nience or advantage for invading- Tippoo’s dominions, could not 
possibly give any just grounds of apprehension or jealousy to the 
latter Prince, which, admitting (what nobody can deny) that he 
had not the smallest claim to these places, is the only pretence 
even in the argument of Opposition, that he could have for inter- 
fering. 8rd, the letter fi-orn Mr. I'owray, in June, 1789, to the 
Madras Board, informing them that the agreement between the 
Rajah and the Dutch, for the purchase of the jilaces in question 
was about to be concluded, and wluch they neither answered to' 
him, or ever mentioned to the supreme Government. 

There was another very material circumstance which was not 
only unknown to you, but likewise to myself till very lately, and 
which in poor Sir Archibald’s bad state of health must have totally 
escaped his memory— I mean his correspondence in 1788 with 


1 Lord Pordiester, on April 11, moved 
three resolutions similar to those moved by 
Mr. Francis in the Commons March 28. 
Lord Grenville moved the same resolutions 
which Mr. Dundas carried March 2. There 
were two divisions. The previous question 
VOL. II. 


v.-ns carried against Lord Porchester hy 96, 
iiicludiiiij 12 proxies, to 19, including 2 
pro.xies. Lord Grenville’s were carried 64 
to 12. Lords Lansdowne and Eawdon spoke 
in support of Lord Cornwallis. 
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Captain Bannerman/ wlio was tlien on a public mission to the 
Eajali ; for it now appears, and I liave seen a coi^y of an acknow- 
ledgment of tlie fact from Captain Banuerman, that it was not 
only with the sanction, but with the advice of Sir Ai-chibald, con- 
veyed through Captain Baimerman, that the Eajah entered into 
the negotiation for the pm-chase of those places from the Dutch. 
I have desired Sfr Charles Oakeley to require an account of this 
business from Captain Bannerman, and to transmit it in a private 
letter to you. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Goritwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq, 

Sir • Camp near Bangalore, Sept. 4, 179 i. 

,You will inform Nana that fr'om a consideration of the 
Peshwa’s true interests, as weU as of the late treaty of Confede- 
racy, it is undoubtedly my wish and expectation that the whole 
force of the Maratta State should, if necessary, be employed in 
concert -with the other Confederates, in a vigorous prosecution of 
the war against the common enemy; and it would bo 
acceptable to me if the Peshwa would follow my • \i,' : .| 

take the field in person, to give 4elat and weight to ■ ' ■ 
liis Government. But you will desire Nana to advert that in con- 
ducting negotiations, a Power cannot at the same time be a party 
and a mediator ; and y. 'he character of mediator 

would be totally unsui r I’ -• . ^ or to any other of the 

Confederates, who are all equally parties against Tippoo in the 
present war. 

You may also state to Nana, that as neither of the Confede- 
rates has a right to put the others to inconvenience by unnecessa- 
rily jirotracting any negotiation that m---" ;■ «■; • . no mode of 
conducting it can be more reasonable ■ whole, than 

that which we now possess in this camp, by my own presence, 
and that of confidential persons invested with full powers by the 
other members of the Confederacy. And you will likewise ex- 
plain to him, that the object of immediate negotiation with Tippoo, 
can only with propriety be to ascertain the extent of the com- 
liousntiou to he obtained, for the losses and injuries that the 
t-ont. di.Tii'.c-' liiiM; Suffered from him; and that he can by no 

^ ‘ ‘ : ' vcnior of rniice of Wiilos Lland, whore he 

‘I™; ' . ■ ■ . died. II.P. for Bl-efehiiijley from Jan. to 

A Du-eoLor uoiu ioua to IS IV; then Uo- April, 1807. 
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moans be allowed to interfere in apportioning tlie share of each 
Confederate in that compensation. 

I trust that Nana will not only acquiesce in the general 
principle of this reasoning, but that there wdU never be any dif- 
ference in our public language on the subject, as by the terms of 
the treaty between the three Powers, aU acquisitions that can be 
madq from the common enemy (excepting certain districts named 
in the treaty, to which the Peshwa will have an exclusive right), 
are to be subject to equal partition amongst the Confederates ; 
and Tippoo therefore, as I have already said, can in no shape be 
permitted to meddle in an affair of some delicacy, which can only 
be arranged by the Confederates themselves. 

It appears highly improbable to me, that the Maratta State 
will find a difficulty in repelling any attack of wliich Ishmael 
Beg ^ can be capnblo, upon the province of G-uzerat ; but at the 
same time, if tlio Pc‘s!n\a should require our assistance for its 
defence, I should be unwilling to refuse it. 

Should ’'therefore a formal application to that effect be made 
by the Poonali Government, you may, without further reference 
to me, make a requisition to the Bombay Government for the 
assistance of one or two battalions, if it can be afforded without 
material inconvenience. 

But should you at the time of the application be doubtful of 
the continuance of tranquillity in Em-ope, you will refer it to me, 
that I may judge whether we can with safety comply with it. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Brome. 


Mt dearest Charles, Camp ne^ Bangalore, Sept. 8, 1791. 

Your ready acquiescence in everything that was proposed 
gave me the greatest satisfaction, and I most earnestly hope that 
the intended plan will not only turn out the most useful, but 
the most agreeable, to yourself. 

If I had not come to India, I should have advised your going 


1 Ismael Beg, a Mahommedan chief, for 
some time in the service of Sindia, whom he 
deserted in 1787, with a view of establishing 
I’.is own iiidciierulence. He then joined Gho- 
hiin K’adir Khnii, and was with him at the 
captni e of Ddhi. At the time mentioned in 


and intriguing character led him to renew 
hostilities in 1792, hut his army having 
been routed, he took refuge in' the fort of 
Canoond, but was obliged to surrender to M. 
Perron, a French officer in Sindia’ s service, 
■ V'" y'- . ' . ! ■■ared. 
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into tlie army, because you would bave been pincbed in your 
circumstances, and would bave wanted tbe assistance of a pro- 
fession; but that will not now be' tbe case, and unless you bad 
been actuated by as irresistible an impulse as myself, I should 
liave been very sorry that you bad determined to follow tbe 
thorny path that I bave trodden. 

If Tippoo does not offer reasonable terms before that tiine, I 
hope to oblige him to do so by a successful attack on Seringa- 
patam in November next ; but however favourable a turn our 
affairs may take, I cannot now expect, consistent with the duty I 
owe to my Country, to leave India before January, 1793, and I 
trust that my evil stars cannot detain me longer than that period. 
I grow old and more rheumatic, and bave lost all spirits, and 
shall only say when I return — a soldier worn with cares and toils 
of war is come to lay bis wearied bones among you. You remem- 
ber Wolsey’s speech, but I shall bave an easier conscience than 
he probably bad. 

God bless you, my dearest Charles. • 

I am, your truly affectionate Father, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Tms Bishop op Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, Camp near Bangalore, Sept. 8, 1791. 

. . . It is provoldng that any man of common sense in 
England should suppose that we could have avoided this war, yet 
the letters of some members of Opposition to their friends here talk 
that language, and whatever inducement they may have to say in 
Parliament, they can have none to write to this country, what they 
do not believe. Everytliing at present remains much in the same 
state as when I wrote before. Tippoo is still at or near Seringa- 
patam, and the Maratta Court continues to make the strongest 
professions of friendship, and of its determination to adhere to 
engagements. Where the infamy can be, when you are, without 

wantonly attached by an 
'■■ ■■■ ■' ■' = ■vl‘:i neighbour, in concluding a treaty with 
two other neighbouring Powers to assist yon, is only to be dis- 
covered by the penetrating genius of that lively statesman and 
successful negotiator, T.ord Stormont. 

If IIppoo docs not ]U'opose admissible terms before that time, 
I hope to bo able to begin my march to Seringapatam by the 
beginning of November, and if we can then find the means of 
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feeding the prodigious number of men and cattle that ^Ye shall 
cany with us, I think we cannot fail of success, 

I have however been too much accustomed to disappointments 
to feel very sanguine about any tiling, and although I have 
decidedly fixed January 1793, for my leaving India, I am often' 
disposed to think that so mnidi I'.Mppilh ■'S h<‘v, r fall to my lot, 

as to be once more restored I*) jay fri'eud-^ aiid ciaimry. 

Yours, &c., 

* * Cornwallis. 

I cannot believe that Lord Porchester ^ could seriously think of 
attacking the Board of Control on a business of which he must 
see by the papers that they were perfectly ignorant, and could 
have no responsibility whatever. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

[Secret.] 

Gentlemen, Carap near Bangalore, Sept. 8, 1791. 

It is necessary for your full information of our present- 
political situation, that I should enter more into particulars on 
some points with you, than appeared to me to be proper in my 
public letter to the Court of Directors. 

Tippoo’s strength and resources .are now so much reduced, 
that he must soon be forced to sue for peace upon any terms, 
provided our Allies will faitlifully execute their engagements, and 
employ their forces vigorously in concert with us ; but until he 
shall give up all hopes of being able by arts and intrigues to 
disunite the Confederacy, I have the strongest reasons to be con- 
vinced, that he will not negotiate with sincerity for a general 
accommodation with the three Powers. 

Exclusive of his endeavours, in wliich he so long persevered, to 
open separate negotiations with the different members of the 
Confederacy, he has exerted his utmost industry by secret emis- 
saries, to corrupt and gain several of the Nizam’s and Peshwa’s 
Chiefs ; but although his success in some instances may have 
tended to encomage liim, and to occasion considerable temporary 
inconvenience to me, yet the effects of these subordinate measures 
have not relieved him in any degree from the danger with which 

1 Henry Lord Porchester, so created Oct. dau. of Charles 2nd Earl of Egremont. 

"7. '7”". ’ .T--’-- Master of the Horse Feb. 1806 to March, 

. . . . ■ . . . . ■ : 1807. M.P. for Wilton, Mr;v, 1703, to .Tiiiif, 

; : . 1780 , 
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he is threatened by the weight of the whole Confederate force, 
as I have never had any groimds to a]}prehend that they have had 
the least influence upon the councils of the States, to which the 
Chiefs who have at times listened to Tippoo, rospoctively belong. 

You will learn from the general tenor oi' Sii’ ( hiiih;-^ Malet’s 
correspondence, that, in his ojDinion, the Poona Government would 
have no scruple in using any means that could secure for them the 
principal management of the negotiation, in the hopes of obtaining 
by it exclusive advantages to the Maratta State. 

Hmuy Punt, who is artful and able, and has been lately in- 
vested with full powers by the Peshwa, has plainly discovered a 
disposition to pursue the same object ; but I shall take care that he 
shall not succeed in it, and indeed I had lately an opportunity, 
without giving him any ostensible grounds for being offended, to 
discourage him from making any further attempt of that natm’e. 

At the time that I agreed to allow Tippoo to send a Vakeel to 
make- ]wp>>iU.iur.i lo the Confederates, I was perfectly convinced 
that riio the Vakeel’s mission would be to intrigue with 

individuals, and to create jealousies amongst the members of the 
Confederacy, but without the least intention to negotiate seriously 
for the conclusion of a general peace. 

Accordingly it appeared almost immediately after the arrival of 
Dehel Diel Khan and Apajee Earn, the two persons whom he 
deputed, witliin our posts, that my suspicions had been well- 
founded; for they expressed their expectations of being received 
with public marks of distinction, and of being allowed to remain 
with all their followers in our camp, and Apajee Earn, who had 
resided on the part of Tippoo some time at Poona, declared that 
his Master had addressed him in particular to Hurry Punt, to be 
introduced through him to me; and Hurry Punt earnestly sup- 
ported ail these proposals. 

On the other hand I stated the insidiousness of the declarations 
of the Vakeels in so strong and clear points of view to Huny Punt, 
and the consequent necessity on our part to use the most rigid 
caution in transacting business with them, that he could not deny 
the solidity of my reasoning, and acquiesced, though rcductautly, 
in my proposal that a confidential person should Ixi scut l)y cau.ii 
of us to the Vakeels, who were requested to repair to Oossore to 
meG ■■ '■■■. "d j . <, and to communicate to them the 
pro; ■■■' ■ ■•■■■ ■■'.■.I- ■■■'!!. y had been entrusted by their Master, 

for ■ , . 

The Vakeels however declared, in answer to the letter which it 
had been concerted to write to them, that their instructions did not 
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permit tliem to desist from requiring to be received in camp, nor 
authorize them to open their business mth deputies ; and Hurry- 
Punt, admitting that we could not now, without betraymg great 
weakness and inconsistency, comply with the expectations of the 
Vakeels, agreed that I should signify to them our joint request 
that they would return to their Master, unless they would com- 
mence the negotiation in the manner that we proposed, and they 
accordingly left us soon after the receipt of that letter. 

Meer Alliim, who arrived in camp with full powers from the 
JSTizam, two days before the departure of the Vakeels, warmly 
apj)roved in his Master’s name, of all the steps that had been 
taken resi^ecting the Vakeels at my recommendation, judiciously 
obser-vdng, that if Tippoo’s desire to ■ i-’-V- a accom- 
modation on terms proportioned to i ji \j ■ ■..■■.'I,- - of the 

Confederates, were not at that time sincere, nothing but disad- 
vantage could have resulted to us from the residence of the 
Vakeels in our camp ; and that when he becomes anxious to 
obtain a peace, and sincerely willing to make the necessary con- 
cessions for it, he will not scruple to renew his application for 
leave to send the same or other Vakeels to make his propositions. 

■ Although the Nizam’s troops, from some of their Chiefs having 
been corrupted by Tippoo, and from their being totally destitute 
I /* -h U ■■ ■ . bor^nation, were not only useless, but even an- 
i. • upon us diu’ing the last Camj)aign, I have 

never yet seen the least ground to doubt the sincerity of liis High- 
ness’s or of the Minister’s intentions, to adhere strictly to the engage- 
ments of the treaty ; and I am willing to hope that the authority 
of the Minister and of bis Highness’s Son, upon the spot with me, 
will render that cavalry much more serviceable in future than it 
has hitherto been. 

The promptness with which the Nizam entered into the treaty, 
and the zeal that he has shown in carrying on the war in concert 
with us, may be partly, and perhaps fn lijg 

hatred a- ^ T'v’'---: T .i ■ -to 

suppose: \ "■ : ■ ’ ' ' '■■■= ■ - f . ' V- -s-, ''■. compliance 

with my requests or recommendatio-.- . present con- 

test shall be terminated, constitute a claim for the friendship of the 
Company,' and induce them to form a close connexion -with him, 
by which means he will hope to obtain a substantial protection 
against the continuance of the overhearing and avaricious inter- 
ference, which the Marattas have for several years exercised in his 
alfairs, and under which he has long been impatient. 

It will, however-, be a subject well deserving the most mature 
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consideration, how far it may be prudent in us to gratify these ex- 
pectations, in a Prince who has no just claims of such a nature 
upon us, and whose Government must ever be weak from its total 
want of system and energy, at the hazard of exciting the violent 
Jealousy of a people, who, although their powder from the feudal 
constitution of their state can never bear any proportion to their 
numbers, or the extent of their possessions, must always have great 
weight in the politics of India. 

The Marattas are too Avatehful and clear-sighted, where their 
interests are concerned, not to have obse^"'! P'.-' p--'-:-,=y y in the 
ISTizam that I have mentioned, and I ■ i.:'. c-. ' i cannot 
-T- - --v 3 inconvenience to the common cause from 

■■-■I-: •. ■ have conceived on that head, in the course 

of the negociations in which we shall probably be soon engaged. 

You may, however, be assured, that I shall not only use the 
greatest- rvoicling any step which could give 

either '■ Mi-- •' of the Confederacy just ground of 

complaint against us, but that I shall also do the utmost in my 
power to conciliate and preserve a good understanding between 
themselves. I iiave, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Rev. B. Grisdale. 

Dear GRISDALE, Camp near Bangalore, Sept. 8, 1791. 

In the same packet of letters which contained yours of the 
18 th of December, I found one from Mrs. Cornwallis, informing 
me that she had given you the living of Withington.^ I trust you 
know me too well to doubt the sincerity of the joy which I felt on 
that occasion : may you long enjoy every comfort and happiness of 
domestic life, 

God knows where our war will end, I hope and trust it iviU be 
soon, or it will end me ; I do not mean that I am sick, I have stood 
a hui-ning sun, and cold wind as well as the youngest of them, bnt 
I am plagued, and tdrmented, and wearied to death. 

God bless you my dear Grisdale, I have no time to send you 
news, hut can only assure you that I am with great truth. 

Your most faithful and affectionate friend, 

, Cornwallis. 


^ ^ ■-‘‘■j ■ ■ |, ; of which Mrs. Cornwallis, as widow of the 

of ■; !.--.r ;; w:> i ; ii:-: Aixhbishop of Canterbury, had the disposal. 
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Marquis op Lansdowhe to Eael Cornwallis. 

[Received Sept. 26, 1791.] 

My dear IjORD, London, April 27, 1791. 

Mr. Baring tells me that the Company send their despatches 
to-night, wliich makes me sit down to write to you Yery Ijgstily, an 
account of what passed in the House of Lords,^ seeing everything 
much disfigured in the papers, and not knowing what accounts 
your friends may send you, with none of whom I am in any habits, 
except with Peter Bathurst, who is not, as you well know, a man 
of detail. 

ipL-, insisted on three points, — 1st. the War; 2nd, 

the i*. I-.' wliich they stil’d infamous ; 3rd, the Infrac- 

tion of Treatys with the Mabob and the Eajah of Tanjore ; and 
their object was to suppose everything that was done, was in conse- 
quence of orders from home, of which they could bring no proof. 

Administration defended themselves and what was done, 1st, by 
the importance of the forts in Travancore ; 2nd, by the jmnctilious 
regard due to the treaty with the Eajah of Travancore ; 3rd, the 
-LL-j.j.Qjice in which Tqipoo’s character was held by every 
! !■ _!■ ■! ■ ■ ; concluding mth rather 

Lordship, but shying, as far as I coulc j : . ..‘I i ■!■■ ■ ■ ■ y. 

except what regarded Travancore. b ■■ .. ■! 

do otherwise, considering the ground :!• \ -• •! • r •• ■■ ■■ ■ ■ i. 

with Opposition in all Hastings’ pro«ecution, wln'ch still continues 
to be the general touchstone. ( luid uo olij.-ci iii attending except 
to do your Lordship justice, and lo • lo ovcMyiin'ug I could to this 
. effect consistent with my ovm principles. 1 felt this very easy, by 
j ■■■ y f, ■ extracts from your correspondence, that you felt the 
■ of Travancore, as nothing to be put in comparison 
:I: ■ ( '-L which must result fr’om war. That your conduct 
therefore must have been governed by a conviction of Tippoo’s 
conduct regarding Travancore makmg part of a general flow of 
hostility against the British power. This I conceived appeared 
from several passages in the papers before the House, and if it did 
not appear distmctly, it only proved that the materials were not 
sufficient to warrant any proceeding. The proceedings in regard- 
to treatys was justify’d by the practice in Europe, stiH more by the 
practice of Indie, p’ffi tb“ impnccRvL'ty of this country’s defraying 
the expence, ■■ w ■ • \ pi :■ morality of political actions. 
Our present po->r=:.=ion.s in India were not insisted upon at the 
Peace of .1782, IVoin a conviction of their importance, so much as 

^ See Lord Cornwallis to Mr, Dundas, Sept. 3 (note). 
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from point of honour. My own opinion was, that eyerything but 
Bengal and Bombay was a burthen upon us, and that if your Lord- 
ship had gone only, when I first proposed it to you, had I continued 
in, you would most probably have carry’d instructions to this effect ; 
but that I was morally certain from a variety of cncumstances, that, 
when youi did go, your instructions went to the general preservation 
of the whole, and that your character as well as duty went to a 
manly and punctual execution of whatever orders you carried. I 
stated besides the unfairness of laying several papers before the 
House, such as yom letter to the Nizam, one of the Nabob’s letters 
to G-eneral Medows, and what you say about France, &c., and 
ended by moving the j)revious question, considering the acquittal 
about- to be moved by Goveriunent as contemiDtible and unworthy, 
and that it* would be doing you much more justice to wait your 
return, when you would be here to explain your conduct, and to 
await reward or censure, as your conduct should appear to deserve, 
from the Fing and the public. The case of Hastings sufficiently 
proves the futility of all such votes. 

Whether I judged right or no, I do not presume to say in the 
case of another ; but I can truly affirm, that if the case had been 
my own, it is what I should have wished. But, my dear Lord, as 
things grow serious where you are, you should have some confidential 
friend in London fiiUy instructed as to aU the motives of your con- 
duct, who should be able to apprize yom friends of what you desire, 
and not leave yourself in the power of any Administration. As to 
myself, you may depend upon my sincere desire to do you every 
possible justice, without the least wish to know the secrets of your 
Government, or to be ftuther instructed than is necessary to accom- 
modate as far as I.cf t L. • ithout sacrificing my own cha- 
racter or priiviplr**. !.= • ; i . • you would never look for. 

I iiiiiHi do ilisiiiig- a'ld iiis frienda the justice to say, that they* 
are perfectly sensible of your’ very handsome conduct towards him, 
r-- . 1 ; make every retinn in their power. 

•■I •. !: ■ y ■' :or' the present at the head of the Company in 
LeadenhaU-street, and I am persuaded will do everytliing he can 
to show you respect and regard. Nothing shall be wanting on my 
paid to keep lu'm attentive to your interests and honour. 

As I’or gomual politicks, you must have correspondents much 
better informed than I am. I am in no confidence whatever, 
and seek none, being desirous to keep clear of all parties. I 
think there will be no war, at the same time that Administration ^ 

’ Lord LaiisJowjio Kceins novL-r io Lava ment. His belief tliat the king was un- 
hetn oil coriiial (Lrnt.s with ki.-. CiitV- govern- friendly to them was certainly not correct. 
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have got themselves into most unaccountable difficulties, while 
then.' hold at Court seems ,so precarious, that a short time must de- 
termine whether they are to continue for another year, or to break 
to pieces at the end of the Session. As to Trance, I may be wrong, 
fori differ from many, but I am much mistaken if they do not 
turn out more powerful than ever. 

I am shock’d at the length of my hasty scrawl, but you will 
accept it as an undoubted proof of the attachment, with which I 
must ever remain, Yours, &c., 

Lansdowne. 

P. S. Since writing the above I am favoured with your letter 
of the 23rd of November. 

The state of the Carnatick appears very critical, and we are in 
no want of inflammatory matter at home. But I am in no pain 
about what regards you personally. If things succeed you must 
necessarily have your full share of credit, as so much depends upon 
the execution. 

If they fail, I am sm'e it will not be your fault, for I am i:)ei’- 
suaded it will be from the nature of things, which it belonged to 
Government here to foresee, and I consider you, my dear Lord, as 
merely executive. You may depend on my cordial zeal, whenever 
your name comes in question. I only wish you not to take too 
much of the general system upon you. 

Majoii-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Sept. 1791.] ' 

My dear Lord, New Bm-lington Street, May 4, 1791. 

. . . I take a most sincere pleasure in acquainting you 
that the attack made upon you in both Houses by the Oxiposition, 
tending to condemn the measures you had adopted in regard to 
the war with Tippoo, has not only completely failed, but has turned 
out so much to your honour and cretlit, that votes of ajixirobation 
have passed both Houses, and Lord Grenville assured me that he 
never had a more easy or more pleasant task, than in defending 
your conduct and measm’es upon this occasion. 

We have again been obliged to arm on account of the refusal 
on the part of the Emjiress, to listen to our terms of mediation in 
favour of the Tiiiks; 0[)|=o=ition hove 'fully nvailed themselves of 
the oxiportimity or si!ii::g, i.-j ciy down and to impede 

the measures of (lovi Pimciu ; so.-d :is .lolm Bull does not under- 
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stand or approve of German politics and alliances; it is but too 
easy a matter to malse tlie war appear *nnpoj)ularj so tliat it is 
.much doubted whether Mr. Pitt will think proper to go on with it, 
and of course the Empress will be encom-aged to . .IT 

am much afraid, that instead of procimng us peac( ■ ' ■ 

tion take credit for) it will in the end turn out the reverse, and be 
productive of very serious consequences to this country. 

The Duke of York left England the day before yesterday, 
having obtained liis Majesty’s permission to make a campaign with 
the Prussian army, in case war should take place. His Eoyal 
Highness has not thought fit to take any one of his family with 
him, which has an extraordinary appearance and not easily to be 
1. .,...1 . T -v-it.-Colonel St. Leger^ of the Prince of Wales’s 
r . one that attends him. If I had had any weight 

with him, I should have recommended to him to have taken Cap- 
tain Cranford,® of liis own family, who understands the language 
perfectly, and is a tolerable good draftsman, and would have been 
of great service to him upon many occasions. I know very little 
of Colonel St. Leger, hut from his total ignorance of the language, 
and being very much a man of pleasure, I can hardly think that ho 
will be of any further use to H. E. H. than that of an agreeable 
companion, to which no one could have •' : 1 r,"' -v-- ^ i 

H. E. H. had taken Cranford by way of ■ ■■■•«, 

mentioned, I am however inclined tc- \ 
no war, and therefore it will not be of so much consequence : 

H. E. IT. t ■ f-. E-.:-''. rd rb.->ut Sej)tember, in case 

affah’S 'i . I. ■. ! -i i' .• .:t the latter end of No- 
vember. i I V .■! be persuaded to make 

a longer stay, for at least three years, and then there would be 
some chance, of his extricating himself out of liis present difficulty’s, 
though I am afraid. We are ruined past redemption in every respect, 
I* have this moment called upon your brother the Bishop, who tolls 
me that I must send my letter to him this, evening in order to go 
with his ; I must therefore conclude with repeating to ypu my most 
sincere wishes for your success. Adieu ! my dear Lord. 

Beheve me, &c.. 

My best respects to Eoss. ... E. G. 

* Lieut, -Colonel John Hayes St, Leger, 
afterwards Major-General and Colonel 6th 
Dragoon Guards, Equeny to the Prince, b. 

July 23, 1756, d. 1799, uiim. M.P. for 

■ . : ■ . Sir 


Charles Crauford, G.C.B., Colonel 2nd Dju- 
goon Guards, d. March 2'.!, Id21 ; in. I'ldi. 
7, 1800, Anna Maria, dau. of William 2nd 
Eaid of Harrington, and widow of Thomas 
3rd Duke of Newcastle. M.P. for East Ket- 
fonl mmi ISOG to IS 1.2. 
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Eael Cornwallis to the Marquis of Lansdownb. 

My dear liOKD, Camp 12 miles north of Bangalore, Oct, 9, 1791. 

I received a few days since your very Idnd and friendly 
letter, dated the 27th of April. 

I am it is true engaged, and God knows most unwillingly, in a 
scene of trouble, but it has been my consolation and support, that 
my labours and vexations* were inevitable, unless I had after the 
example of Sir Thomas Enmbold,^ deserted my post in time of 
danger ; for I never entertained the smallest doubt of the absolute 
necessity of the war. We might perhaps have obtained a short 
respite from hostilities by abandoning omr ally, and soaping our 
nose, but that would not long have secmred us from being kicked. 

Tippoo had not the most distant shadow of right to interfere in 
the transaction between the Dutch and the Rajah of Travancore, 
for the transfer of Cranganore and Jacottah; nor could it Ix! a 
matter of any consequence to his own situation, unless he meditated 
an attack upon the Rajah of Travancore, whether he or the Dutch 
were in possession of them. 

The forts, if they deserve that name, were' after all of very little 
consequence, and if I had been informed of what was going forward, 

I should have advised the Rajah not to pm’chase them. But 
although tl. R w ■—‘.'‘.''•waged to make the proposition to the 
Dutch, by J i> . ! ■ the Resident at his Durbar from 

tlie Governor of Madras, with the knowledge, and consequently 
not against the consent of Sir A. Campbell and Mr. l.io!l(>iid, i,be 
first intimation that I received of the business was conveyed in the 
letter from the Government of Fort St. George, dated in August, 
1789, in which Mr, HoUond most gros.dy luisrepi’csontod the matter 
to me, in order to draw from me a disapprobation of llic Rajah’s 
conduct, witl'i n m’cw probably of being able more easily to extort 
from liim a procn! ol‘;! hark of pagodas, for which it is confidently 
asserted he was then negotiating. 

The circumstance of my treaties with the Marattas and the 
Nizam having been called infamous by Lord Stormont, from whose 
success as a negotiator and a minister, Great Britain has not de- 
rived very signal benefit, does not sit heavy on my mind. Being 
forced to have recourse to arms, without any alternative but the 
meanest and most contemptible submission to the insolent and un- 
founded claims of Tippoo, I conceived it to be my duty to secure 

* Sir Thomas Rumbold, then Governor of was charged with having bribed Hyder to . . 
Mach-as, quitted his post May, 1780, and delay the invasion. 

Hyder commenced hostilities in Jane. He 
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every advantage in my power; nor could I have supposed that since 
the days of knight-errantry, any person would seriously have avowed 
a different sentiment. 

What is it however that we astonished Indians do not read in 
your debates ? We there see that Tippoo is our barrier against 
the Marattas. The Tiger a barrier against the Deer ! As well 
might it have been said to the Elector of Saxony during the Seven 
Years’ War, How fortunate are you to have so noble a barrier as 
the great Frederick, against the power of Sweden, wliich some years 
ago threatened the ruin of your dominions ! 

I am well convinced, my dear Lord, of your earnest desire to 
- ■L’- ■ t' c'-nduct, and I trust that will be the general 

i i ■■ I'i.:.'!-*:'- • as far as justice and party can go hand 

in hand. 

The whole and real motives of my actions are fully and freely 
explained in my public letters, and I persuade myself that they 
will satisfy every candid and impartial man in the nation ; and as I 
have no ground of complaint against your Administration, who 
have behaved to me since I have been in this country in a most fair 
"and honourable manner, and as they have to my knowledge acted, 
on this quarter of the globe, an honest part towards their country, 
I certainly shall never give them any just reason to complain. 

To the judgement of my countrymen at large shall I most 
cheerfully siibmil tlic I't-iuL (;f niy government; the more minutely 
every mciisure iiiv(‘<iiguu d liie more clearly will it appear that I 
have been a faitliful, zealous, and economical servant to them. 
They will see that I have neither taken their money myself nor 
suffered others to take it, that my (••h'.'ap conlracb Jiuvc been as 
usofully executed for the public servi(;e as llio former extravagant 
ones, and that I most carefully avoided involving them in a war 
until the preservation of their lionour and credit, and indeed the 
security of their existence in tliis country, rendered it absolutely 

I am, &c., 

CORNW'ALLIS. 

Earl Corfwallis to Sm Jonu Kennaway, Bart. 

Camp 10 miles from Bangiilore, Oct. 22, 1791. 

^ . . . In order to overcome as much as possible the im- 
pressions which have been given to the Nizam and the Minister, 
relative i"- of F-.-. rrr.iy for grain and forage 

when it ■ <*-.r i :■ I enclosed a copy of a 
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letter that I have rvritten to Sir Charles Malet on that subject, 
which will apply ecpially to the apprehensions entertained by Azim 
ul Omrali and Nana Fnrnavese. 

If the Minister should obstinately persevere in his intention of 
bringing Assud Ali with him to the army, and of suffering Teige 
Wunt to remain mth it, I wish you to tell him that I shall not 
think it worth my while to protest formally to the Nizam against 
that resolution. 

You will however repeat to him from me, that nothing could 
be more disagreeable to me than their presence with this army, 
as I look upon them to be unfaithful and treacherous servants to 
their own Master ; and, after the infamous manner in which they 
behaved to me last season, they are men in whom I never can 
place the smallest conMenee, and with w'hom I should wish m 
future to avoid all sort of intercourse. I am &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eapx Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Camp between Bangalore and Oossore, Oct. 24, 1791. 

I am very glad that you overruled the procrastinating 
disposition of the Court of Dhectors, as the paragraph which they 
proposed to send would have tended very much to damp the hopes 
that I have taken pains to encourage of the settlement being 
declared permanent. 

Tliis important point, in the midst of the cares which attend 
my present station, occupies much of my anxious thought, and I 
am convinced that the interests of Government and the happiness 
of the people, wh-'-'-h -.-jii'- go together, will be most essentially 

secured by the :: ;■ 

I refer you to my letter of this date ^ to the Cornet of Directors 
for an account of the situation of the armies and of the late mili- 
tary occurrences, which, except in cases that require particular 
explanation, w the most convenient channel for us both. You 
will SCO tliat I have been particularly careful to remove the only 
obstacle that could have materially defeated the elfect of our other 
preparations by the means I have taken to secure a constant 
supply of grain in our bazar for the maintenance of our followers, 
who cannot be supported from the public stores, and who are as 
necessary to tlie success of our operations as the fighting men, for 

^ See Appendix. 


128 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. XTII. 


witliout tlieir assistance we could neither move our artillery, stores, 
or camp equipage. When I joined the army there was not • a 
single Binjarry belonging to it, and we have now above 40,000 
Binjan-y bullocks (of which number at least 15,000 served the last 
campaign with Tippoo in the Coimbatore country) constantly em- 
ployed in collecting and transporting supplies for us. 

I received Mr. Pitt’s letter by the 'Bridgewater, and I was very 
happy to learn from it that the seals were tC be put into such 
able hands. I shall write to him by the next oj)portunity. 

Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. , 


Eaul Cornwallis to the Bishop oe Lichfield and Coventry. 
Dear James, . Camp between Bangalore and Oossore, Oct. 26, 1791. 

. . . The business of CuLford BLouse being now finally 
settled to your lildng (and you may be assured it will be most 
perfectly to mine), if Mr. Hemiiker^ would give up Eye you 
would be relieved from a great weight of cares ; and I heartily wish 
that it were so. The debates in both Houses about our Indian 
war are provoldng to the high‘-'l: dogvce: when I see. that selfish 
harrow-mindbd fellow. Lord Dorchester, accusing the founder of the 
war of avarice, I cannot help lamenting that I am not within reach 
of his ears. 

I have in a former letter expressed my satisfaction about 
Brome’s good-humoured acquiescence in everytliing that was pro- 
posed, and I am certainly glad for his. sake .that he had not his 
father’s unfortunnto propo1i.=:ity to the military. I have not had an 
opportunity of ^•:•(•o^l!nu;i!dillg a captain for the purchase of a 
major’s commission since I have been in India ; the majors who 
have sold transacted their business gt home, wdiere the War Office 
is glad to catch at everything it can. There are however, so many 
very old captains in this army with strong pretensions and claims 
upon the justice of the Commander-in-chiefj that I can see no pro- 
bability of my being able to give Captain St. John* a step during 
my stay in this country. ... 

The preparations for our forward move are going on, and I 

^ John Henniker, afterwards, April 18, St. John, voringer son of .Tolni 11th Lord St. 

T TT .V I , 

■ ■ ' ■ " . • ... . Lavinia, daa. of Vfilliain Brclon Wolsten- 

; _ ■ ■ '■ ■ ■■ . holme, Esq. He, his wife, and four children, 

' /' > ■■■•’■' « - were lost in their passage home from Bom- 

bay in the Brince of Wales Indiaman in 



1791. FALL OF COIMBATOKE. 12U 

trust we sliall bo able to proceed in less than a month. I have 
just taken a very strong fort of Tii)poo’s, the possession of which 
will be of great use in securing our communications and protecting 
our supplies. We have now as plentiful a gi-ain market in camp 
as you would see in a country town in England, and I hope 
to ensure the continuance of it when the army shall be before 
Seringapatam. This war adds much to my expenses without 
giving any increase to my income, and as I from the first declined 
to take any share of prbie-money, it is not likely that my avarice 
will be much gratified by it. Yours &c. 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Major Cuppage. 


Sir, Oamp near Bangalore, Nov, 11, 1791. 

Your account of the behaviour of the 5th and 10th Machas 
and of the 12th Boinliay battalions, entitle them to my warmest 
acknowledgments, and I desire that you will j-deaso to communi- 
cate to the Oificers and Soldiers of those corps the lugh sense which 
I entertain of their merit and gallantry. 

Unacquainted as I am with the country, I cannot take upon 
myself to give an oiiinion in respect to the plan of your march ; 
but it appears to me that tlie circumstances must have been very 
untoward that obliged you to come into the open country, and to 
encamp in a position so untenahle, as to expose you to the distressing 
necessity of maldng an immediate retreat as soon as the enemy’s 
army advanced against you, which must have had the infallible 
effect of elating' the enemy and of discouraging the garrison of 
Coimbatore. 

I have no doubt that in the execution of this critical and diffi- 
cult operation, everything was done on your part that became a 
good and capable Officer, but I cannot help expressing the concern 
that I have felt on ohserving throughout the whole tenor of yonr 
letters to me ^nce the enemy sat dowm before the place, a coldness 
and* almost an uiiconceru about the fall of Coimbatore, instead of 
that spirit which seemed to have animated not only yourself but 
tlie southern provinces at the time of the former attack. 

During the period between the 5th of last month, when you 
received certain accounts that the enemy were before Coimhatoi’e, 
and the 22nd, Avhen you marched to its relief, it d(Jcs not a]ii)ein; 
that you applied either to Dindigul, Madura, Caroor, or Trichinoj )]}- 
for any assistance, although a proportion both of Euir)]ieans iind 

VOL, II. R 


130 


LOED COKNWALLIS. 


Chap. XllL 


Natives miglit liavo been drawn witbont hazard from those places, 
and there was time, if necessary, to have obtained the sanction of 
the Government of Fort St, George for your being furnished with 
them ; and it does not seem by yom* letters to have been your inten- 
tion to detain, even for a few days, the 12th Bombay battalion, 
until that measure was in some degree forced upon you by the 
inability of bullocks to proceed upon their march to Tellicherry. 

I have been taught by general report to consider you as an 
intelligent and zealous Officer; appearances may have deceived 
me ; what I have taken for coldness may have proceeded only from 
a peculiarity of stile, and although you omitted to inform me of 
it, you may have endeavoured by every means and every appli- 
cation in your power to have increased the numbers of your regular 
force, and to have obtained, as on the late occasion from Mr. 
M‘Leod, a body of Polygars to have opposed those of the enemy, 
whom you describe to have been the most troublesome to you of all 
their infantry. I have thought it right, however, in fairness to 
yom'self, and as a duty I owe to the public, to take an early oppor- 
tunity of stating my sentiments to you on the business, from the 
only information which your letters have afforded me. 

I am, &c., 

COENTWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir John Kennaway, Bart. 

SlE, Camp at Magri, Dec. 24, 1791. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you thgt Welsh, by his 

judicious and spirited conduct, obtained j i-.i: rd..^ - i 

Eamgheri, which, from its situation on •.■-i ri-.,-! I'"- "i 

Bangalore to Seringapatam, is a post of the greatest importance. 
And I have lil^ewise to add that Lieui-Colonel Stuart has just 
assaulted and carried Outradroog. 

In a conversation that I had with Meer Allum on the 22nd, he 
intimated that the Minister would encamp near ISTundidroog and 
join me by the route I recommended, if liis infantry could' be 
augmented by two battalions from this army. 

It is a vain attempt, as experience must have taught you, as 
well as myself, to reason on Military subjects with persons who are 
utterly ignorant of geography, of what an enemy is capable of 
doing, and, indeed, of everything that relates to war; we must 
therefore request the Mini.ster to place some confidonco in liio 
opinions of one who luis served a long and a'-iive iii)i.)r(:UTici:slii|) to 
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that difficult profession, and if he should aUow that it is not pro- 
bable that I should be guilty of gross errors, you will then gravely 
ask him whether he thinks it possible that a man of common sense 
in my situation, who has been honoured by so great a Prince as the 
Nizam with the distinction of his sending his own Son and Minister 
to join the army under liis direction, would wish to expose persons 
of their rank, with the powerful reinforcement under then* com- 
mand, to any insult or misfortune before they could form a junction 
with the forces of the Allies. j 

COENWALLIS. 


Eael Coen WALLIS to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventey. 

Deae James, Dec. 29, 1791. 

In my last letter by the Queen Indiaman, I acknowledged 
the receipt of all your letters to the 9th of May, which is the latest 
that has reached me, and, as well as I recollect, took notice of 
everything material that they contained. 

I have been fortunate in taking in a very few days and mth 
very little loss, the important fortress of Sevendroog, the possession 
of which was absolutely necessary to enable us to maintain a secure 
communication with Bangalore, when we advance to the attack of 
Seringapatam. 

The speedy reduction of this jilace which has been considered 
all over India as impregnable, has struck great terror , into the 
enemy’s other garrisons, for in the three days subsequent to the 
assault of Sevendroog, three other strong forts in its neighbourhood, 
each of them capable of making a good resistance, fell into our 
hands. By these successes we have now a frontier line, to which our 
supplies may with ease be brought forward witliin 50 miles of the 
enemy’s capital, God send that we may soon see a happy termina- 
tion of this war, of which I am most heartily thed. The Commo- 
dore has likewise had some share of trouble, for a wrong-headed 
captain rJ a Prrnch fri^’c^^ two broadsides into the Phoenix, on 
Sir E. ;:ii- :■.> search two m!----].. • which 

were :■> v.-V: military sto--. / ;■ ! =i-|i >. This 

affair will perhaps make a great noise in Europe, but VViiiiam is of 

^ Ciipltiin, iifiei'wai'ils Admiral, Sir Kichard 40 wounded, the Phcenix 6 killed and 11 
Straclian, b. Oct. 7, 17()U, d. Feb. 3, 1828; wounded. ' ■ 1 " 

m. April 28, 1812, Louisa, dau. of between M, ■ - 

Dillon, Esq^. This action took place in dore, and ; i ■ . 

Nov. 1791, and the Resolute was com- 
pelled to strike after losing 25 killed and ; . : i 

K 2 
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opinion that tlie Frcncli Commodore will not support the uiijuRti- 
tiahle conduct of the Captain. It escaped my attention to mention 
one circumstance, relative to the planting out of the offices at 
Culford. It would he, I think, a pity to delay that business till I 
come home, as a year’s grondh is of consequence, and I can easily 
make any alteration in it when I arrive, as young plants are soon 
removed or cut dQwn. . . . Yours, &c. 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir John KENUAWAy, Bart. 

SlE, Camp at Magri, Dec. 30, 1791. 

The march of the Saheb Zada,^ the capture of Hafezjee,® 
and defeat, or rather dissolution, of liis army, the reduction of the 
lower fort of Gurrumconda, effected by a corps composed only of 
cavalry, and the consideration of all the discomagiiig and dis- 
graceful consequences 110111 which these events must be attended, 
have given me, as you wiU easily conceive, the most serious 
concern. 

It is, however, now of no use to look back. Tliis is the favour- 
able season for the execution of the great object of the Campaign, 
on the issue of which the fate of the war must necessarily depend : 
and, whilst our preparations are in such forwardness, and onr late 
important acquisitions have so completely paved the way for our 
success, we must on no account let the opportunity escape us by 
turning our attention to matters of far inferior moment. 

It is undoubtedly essential, as well for the honour of tlie 
Nizam’s Government as to his weight and consequence in the Con- 
federacy, that his Son and liis Mii •■■■■■: , y the army 

to the attack of Seringapatam. I: ■ ■■ Y . ..' drable that 

they should have been attended by a considerable force, according 
to his Highness’s first intention. Circumstances, however, have 
rendered the latter hnpossible ; and I have too much reliance on 
the firmness and friendship of the Nizam, and the good disposition 
aud zeal of the Minister for the interests of the Confederacy, to 
suppose for a moment that they would suffer considerations of 
punctilio, to interfere with the plan which has been so long agreed 
upon nnd nirprovr-d hy tl=.r- three Powers in alliance respectively, 
and wiii- !: iiUjiu; CiOi Iciid lo a safe rr l 1 . u- .l 1 ■ .■■■ ■. 

I shall not therefore hesitate i ■ I'-q- ' i' ■ ; !■“'■;■■■ . ■ I 

1 Salieb Zarla, a title equivalent to Son of ^ jjafiz Jee, oi’ Hafiz Fereed-ud-Deen, 
the Prince. In this insianeo ifis applied to al-rr.-Iy v. '-se 

Futteh Hydei', Tippoo’.s eldest .-ion. 
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^Onister, with six or eight thousand of the best horse, or even a 
smaller number if more convenient, and the Company’s two batta- 
lions, should proceed to join the army by the route of Ohintomnipet 
and Bangalore, or any other winch they may prefer, and that the 
remainder of the cavalry and in&ntiy, with all the artillery except 
the four field-pieces attached to the two battalions, should be left 
in the neighbourhood of Gmuaimconda, under the command of an 
officer, if such an one can be found, more tnistworthy than Hafez 
Fereed-u-Deen. I conceive the road between Gumimconda and 
the army to be perfectly safe, even for a single company of Sepoys ; 
for if the Saheb Zada’s force was not now required to attend his 
Father at Seringapatam, there could be no danger of his repeating 
an ii i-uitlion, the apparent raslmess of wliich nothing but the confi- 
dence that he unfortunately had too much reason to place in the 
Nizam’s General, could have justified. 

You will represent to the Minister, that we have guns and 
troops enough to encourage the most flattering hopes of success, 
and that, after having thrown open all the magazines of grain in 
the Carnatic to the Binjarries of the army, the loss of those which 
were following his Highness’s troops, cannot be materially felt, 

■ ■. ■ -i dy — ■> -> ’3 become necessary that so great a part of his 

■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ ■■ '■ behind. j.am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

Campaign of 1792 — Attack on ” ■ V’- ' ■■ ■ ■ ' ■« ■ . 

sinate Lord Cornwallis — Pro;- ■■ i ; C, ' .'-i ' 

— Prospect of returning to L ^ ■ ■ ■ - 

Terms offered to Tippoo — Treaty of Peace — Lord Cornwallis returns to 
Madras — Discussions -with the Nabob of the Carnatic — Unsatisfactory ter- 
mination of negooiations with the Maratbas — Lord Cornwallis raised to the 
Marquisate — State of affairs in England — Disorders in Assam — Mission 
to Nepaul and to Assam. 

The campaign of 1792 opened under very favourable circumstances. 
Besides the other detachments which had been brought up, the 
corps attached to the Nizam had, after putting his troops in pos- 
session of the Pettah of Goorumconda, rejoined the army. The 
commissariat had been put upon a proper footing, and the Bin- 
jarries had collected upwards of 80,000 men, and provided an 
ample ^iii'^ply of grain. It was important that while food was 
]ileiiiil‘iiiiy fai'Di-hcvl to the bazaars, the price should not be too 
low, or else the merchants would have little inducement to exert 
themselves in providing the necessary quantities of grain. 

General Abercromby had moved in January from Bombay with 
8400 men ; Lord Cornwallis had a force of 22,000 men, with 44 
field-guns, and a battering-train of 42 pieces. It was intended that 
Purseram Bhow should at once advance upon Sera; but he de- 
layed. priiii‘'ii «;(ll\- fri.iQi political motives, in carrying out this plan. 
He iiii' l in lii-i hopes of gaining Chittledroog by treachery, 

and was occupied in plundering the country for his own benefit. 
His exertions during the last campaign had fallen very far short of 
his promises, and Lord Cornwallis was greatly disappointed. How- 
ever the mere presence of his amy, and that, (fi‘ rlu: Nizarn, pre- 
vented Tippoo from collecting his whole force against the English, 
and was thus productive of considerable advantage. 

On the 25th of January, Lord Cornwallis, accompanied by 
Seconder Jah^ at the head of a considerable force, and by Hurry 
Punt with a small corps of Marathas, commenced his march fr’om 
the vicinity of Severndroog, where the various armies had united. 
In ten days they came within sight of Seringapatam, and encamped 

1 Secunder Jah, son of the Nizam, and his successor in 1803, d. 1829. 
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about six miles to the northward of that town, without haying fired 
a shot. 

The defences of Seringapatam, though unfinished, were for- 
midable ; there were tliree lines, the most advanced consisting of 
two, and the second of seven, strong redoubts. The third com- 
prised the fort itself, and the lines on the island in the Oaveri, a 
river fordable but in few places. These earthen works were fm-ther 
covered by a bound hedge, consisting of wide belts of thorny plants, 
almost impenetrable by man or beast, the whole being defended 
by 300 pieces of artillery. Undismayed by these diflSculties, Lord 
Cornwallis, after reconnoitring the lines on the morning of Febru- 
ary 6, determined to storm them that night. ISTo orders were issued 
till sunset, lest some treachery might disclose them to the enemy ; 
and about eight o’clock, under a brilliant moonlight, the three 
columns moved to the attack. Not the slightest intimation of the 
plan had been given to the Allies, who were in utter astonishment 
when they heard of a night attack without cannon ; and, to use 
the words of Colonel Wilks, “ in great consternation at what they 
called Lord Cornwf/'’*^’' -y-.-u:— of going out him- 
self to fight like a 

The force employed was about 9000 men, and the details of the 
arrangements are given in Lord Cornwallis’s General Orders. The 
right column under General Medows was, after carrying the posi- 
tions in front of them, to join Lord Cornwallis who commanded the 
centre column in person. Misled by liis guides. General Medows 
had diverged too far to the right, and thus Lord Cornwallis was 
left for some time unsupported, and exposed to considerable danger ; 
for after the island had been carried by the English, the enemy 
rallied and made a vigorous attack upon the centre column,' which 
had been weakened by sending reinforcements both to Colonel 
Stuart and Colonel Maxwell.^ The firing was heavy, and Lord 
Cornwallis exclaimed, “ If General Medows is above ground, this 
will briug him.” But owing to the accident just mentioned, he 
was not able to join before daybreak ; and by that time Lord Corn- 
wahis, having repulsed the enemy, had fallen back with the re- 
mainder of his corps to the Carigat Hill, which had been carried 
by the left column, and where he could maintain his gTound tiU he 
knew the extent of Ins success. This was indeed complete. The 
whole line of forts to the north of the river was taken ; every gun 
had been abandoned ; and the total loss to Tippoo, including those 

1 Lieut. -Colonel Hamilton Max-well, 74th Duchess of Gordon, d. June 8, 1794, at 
Eegt., a younger sou of Sir William Maxwell, Cuddalore; imm. lie had previously sei-yed 
Bart., of Moiireith, and brother to Jane in America. 
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who quitted tlieir colours from a conviction that further resistance 
was useless, exceeded 23,000. In the British army the casualties 


were, — 

Piiglit coluiiiii 95 

Centre 342 

Left 98 


535 

Among whom were 86 European officers. 

From the casualties in the centre column the share wliich Lord 
Cornw^allis had in the action is evident. The whole loss however 
was slight, considering the leng-th of time the engagement lasted. 
The filing began about eleven at night on the Gth, and did not 
finally cease till five in the evening of the 7th, when a last unsuc- 
cessful attempt was made to dislodge the British forces from the 
island. In the course of the night Tippoo evacuated all his posts 
to the north of the Caveri, and the English without a moment’s 
delay commenced the siege. 

Just before Lord Cornwallis began liis march, Tippoo had made 
a fresh proposal to send an envoy to his camp) ; but it was indig- 
nantly rejected, on the ground that no overtures could be received 
from a Prince who had so systematically disregarded cap:tiili.diii:!<:. 
until the pirisoners taken at Coimbatore sliould be Ji'i'-'iMivd. To 
this intimation Tip>poo at the time paid no attention.; but, when his 
overthrow seemed imminent, he sent Lieutenant Chalmers and 
Lieutenant Nash, with most of the pnisoners then in his possession, 
to the British camp, denying however that there had been any 
breach of pnp)itulntior«, but expressing a wish to reopen negocia- 
tions. 3 .cvd (.■oLiiwar;:.--, while accepting the release of the prisoners 
as sonfe proof of a wish to make atonement, stated in distinct terms 
tliat Tipopoo’s assertions had no foundation in truth. 

Before the -- r.y.” ■ . . T\ ■ r . . -..is allowed to send could reach 
the camp, he h . . ■ ■ relieve himself from his dif- 

ficulties, by the assassination of Lord Cornwallis. A small number 
of his horsemen contrived to get access to the interior of the camp), 
where they were supposed to belong to the Nizam’s army. While 
riding along, ap)p)arently in a careless manner, they inquired for 
the tent of the commander, and the native artillerymen, of whom 
the question was asked, pointed out that of their own officer, 
Colonel Duff. The horsemen immediately dashed at the tent, 
cutting down the few soldiers they met ; but the prickets turning 
out and firing upion them, tliey were obliged to fly with some loss.^ 

■■ .1. L iy:;-,;-. that they t.'vionsliinii.l , , 1 f -, ;■ i’ ■ V.-.f the 

'■ ■■■■■■ — ■ " most dele- Caiiisahis si'iv;', -■ rj.- 
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Lord Cornwallis was prevailed upon after tliis occurrence, to allow 
a captain’s guard of Europeans to do duty at his quarters ; for jire- 
viously, in accordance with his known dislike of form or ceremony, 
he had never joermitted above one, or at the most two sentries of 
his body-guard to mount at his door. 

Though the possibility of making peace was under discussion. 
Lord Cornwallis persevered in his hostile operations. General 
Abercromby advanced to Eratora, where he crossed the Caveri on 
February 11 ; on the 16th he was joined by Colonel Floyd, with 
the English and some of the allied cavalry. On the 22nd, Genei-al 
Abercromby, who operated to the northward, pushed his advanced 
posts very forward ; and in the mean time Colonel Stuart occupied 
a position on the island, where the beautiful gardens of Lall Baugh 
had been destroyed to furnish materials for the works. It is un- 
necessary to enter into the minor details of the siege, which was 
carried on with great energy and with little serious opposition. By 
the 22ud the breaching batteries were so far advanced, that it be- 
came certain that they could be opened by the 1st of March within 
500 yards of the wall. 

The alarm in Seringapatam had now become excessive. On 
February 23 Tippoo assembled all his principal officers in the great 
mosque, and adjured them by the sacred contents of the Koran, 
which he laid before them, to say whether they would advise him 
to assent to the terms demanded by the Confederates as prelimi- 
naries to a treaty. These terms involved the cession of half his 
dominions, the payment of three crores and sixty lacs (3,600,000^.), 
tlie release of all prisoners, and the delivery of two of his sons as 
hostages. Tdie imanimous opinion of the assembly was, that no 
further reliance could be placed on the troops, and that submission 
w’as inevitable. 

* The discussions between the Vakeels of Tippoo, Sir Jolm Ken- 
mnvay on the part of Lord C-- T.’.. on the part of 

the Allies, when reduced to n - ;• most extraordi- 
nary length. They occupy i;:* - of close writing. 

Practically speaking the wlm._ i : ■ - was left in the 

hands of 8ir J ohn Kennaway, as, though ministers were present 
both from the Nizam and the Peshwa, their Masters desired to leave 
the arrangements enthely to Lord Cormvallis, such confidence did 
they repose in the mtegrity of his character, the honesty of his 
policy, and the justice and moderation of his views. The only sug- 
gestion made by Hurry Punt was, that a sum should he demanded 
for bazar expenses, that is for gifts to the person > concerned in 
making the treaties. He jnoposed GO lacs. The amcoin, bin uoi 
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the justice of the claim, was resisted by Gholaum Ali, and it was 
reduced by one-half. 

From papers found in Seringapatam on its capture in 1799, it 
is eyident that although the Allies were really willing to leave the 
question of peace or war and the settlement of terms solely to Lord 
Cornwallis, their Ministers, while professing a similar readiness, 
were engaged in traitorous communication with Tippoo, But the 
firmness and decision of Lord Cornwallis baffled all their intrigues, 
and on February 23 the preliminaries were signed, and on the 25th the 
hostages were surrendered. Those who were present on this occasion 
described the scene as highly interesting.^ The coolness and self- 
possession of the two boys, the eldest only ten years old, were most 
striking; and the more than paternal kindness of Lord Cornwallis, not 
only impressed his own European and native attendants with admira- 
tion, but produced in the minds of Tippoo’s Vakeels, and the other 
My=v--.v- > ■ ■' i-«. feelings of regard which were never effaced. 

-i ■ ■ I ■■'ms of territory which were to be ceded came 
under discussion, most vehement opposition was made by Tippoo. 
The conduct of the Eaja of Coorg has abeady been mentioned, and 
Tippoo flattered himself that when peace with the English was con- 
cluded, he should have full leism-e and power to punish a chief 
whom he called a refractory vassal. But Lord Cornwallis was de- 
termined not to abandon a faithful ally, and therefore claimed, as 
part of the Company’s share, a belt of territory, the possession of 
v.-i'.-.fi’ y.-’.-.' - ■( 1 , Baja from Tippoo. The latter was so indig- 

li" i, 1 had already paid a crore, and that his sons 

were in Lord Cornwallis’ camp, he threatened to break off the 
negociations. Without an hour’s hesitation Lord Cornwallis ordered 
the siege works to be resumed, and the hostages were actually on 
their march towards Bangalore, when Tippoo yielded and the de- 
finitive treaty was signed. Lord Cornwallis set out on his return 
to Madras as soon as possible, but the excessive number of the 
sick, especially amoug tb'^ — =. grcatlv retarded his march, 

Mud ii co!if:i-.l;;?-)il»le iiiuv.- ( 'i.j— I ho h:i(i i ina I iy evacuated the 

Mysorean territories. 

The policy of Lord Cornwallis was assailed by two very oppo- 
site parties — the one thinkmg that Tippoo had been too leniently 
dealt with, the other that he had been fil-treated and oppressed. 
The views of Lord Cornwallis, and the reasons which guided his 
conduct, are so distinctly given in his despatches, that it is unne- 
cessary to mention them here. 

^ J IiG Editor has often heard the details from his father General Ross, and from Sir John 
Kemiaway, who were both present. 
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Lord Cornwallis had scarcely returned to Madras, when he found 
himself engaged in a discussion with the Nabob of the Carnatic. 
During the war, the Government of Fort St. George had assumed 
the management of his territories, but that interference necessarily 
ceased with the close of hostilities. Some definitive arrangement, 
however, was imperative, yet the Nabob was very reluctant to 
accede to the British propositions. This difficult question is the 
.-!i.bj..(;t of soTcrnl despatches, and was not finally settled at the de- 
parture of Lord Cornwallis from India. Nor was the conclusion of 
a permanent treaty with the Peshwa and the Nizam a less embar- 
rassing matter. By the 13th article of the Offensive and Defensive 
Alliance, contracted with them in 1790, it was provided, that if 
Tippoo should (the existing war being terminated) attack any one 
of the three contracting Powers, that one should be entitled to call 
upon the other two for aid. But Lord C- r-'.- -db'- th';t P'-'' 

two Powers thus called upon, should haw a rhl ! :c ■■id - !i. '■ 

the attack was unprovoked, as he was determined not to be again 
involved in a war which was not strictly justifiable in its commence- 
ment. A I • ! d ■■■.;' ■" * ' "t with the Marathas followed, which 

ended ' ■ >• i A i- ••• ;ild any arrangement be made with 
the Nizam. He was most anxious for a close union, but the terms 
could not be agreed upon; and Lord Cornwallis, when he left 
India, went no further than to assure him that the British Govern- 
ment would respect existing treaties. 

Sindia could lay no .claim to any favour from the Company ; 
not only had he not joined in the alliance against Tippoo, but he 
had even assumed a threatening attitude towards the Peshwa, and, 
had the war continued, would probably have undertaken active 
operations against that Prince, as it has since been ascertained that 
he was in close communication with Tippoo at the time he was 
professing the warmest attachment to the English. That attach- 
ment might perhaps have been secured had Lord Cornwallis favoured 
his designs against the Eajpoot States in the north of Hindustan, 
and given liim a contingent with which he could have overawed the 
Court of Poonah. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dhndas. 

Dear Sir, Camp near Ootradroog, Jan. 13, 1792. 

Nothing very material has occurred in tliis quarter since I 
wrote to you on the 21st ultimo. 

Our allies plague me not a little : I have however contrived 
to keep the ascendancy over those who have remained with our 
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army, but Purseram Bbow, wlio departed from us in July and 
went to Sera and Ciiittledroog, under tbe most j^ositive promise of 
retm-ning to tliis army whenever Hurry Punt and myself should 
recpiire it, has eiithely broke his engagements, and, notwith- 
standing oiu’ pressing requisition, has moved directly westward as 
far as tlie Tumbuddra, where he has engaged in desultory or rather 
predatory operations. 

This unjiistiliable conduct on the part of the Bhow will render 
it a matter of some difficulty to seciue the communications in our 
rear, even with the assistance of all the forts that we have taken ; 
but the greatest embarrassment that I apprehend from it regards 
the movements of General Abercromby, whose corps the Bhow had 
promised to join, and who cannot come forward with his battering- 
train on the south bank of the Caveri, unless he is reinforced by 
some battalions and a considerable corps of cavahy. 

I hope and trust however that all these obstacles uill be sur-' 
mounted, and that I shall iiiid some means of bringing the greatest 
part of ] /’s corps into action. 

Cole battering-train from Bangalore wdl 

arrive in camp in two or tlu-ee days, and I believe we shall be 
perfectly prepared to begin our march about the 22nd or 23rd, by 
which time I expect to be joined by the Nizam’s Son and his 
hliuister, and by many thousand biiijarries, who are I hear on tliis 
side of the Ghauts ; the latter, though not so high sounding, are 
at least as useful a reinforcement as the former. 

I have aheady said much on the subject ; but as Stuart will 

certainly go home next season, and as stands next to him in 

Council, I am convinced that in justice to yourself and to the 
public I cannot too strongly impress upon your mind, tbe fatal 
consequences that must ensue from the latter’s having the supremo 
jjower ill India even for a few weeks. 

There is no hold udiatever on a man so wonderfully eccentric, 
neither a regard for his interest and character, nor the public 
welfare and the honour and faith of Government, would weigh an 
instant against some absind and pernicious caprice wliich interested 
men may have had art enough to work on liis vanity to adopt. 
He never comes unprejudiced upon any question, but suffers himself 
to be influenced by the partial representations of the party which 
can g'''' - V . he would screen, or even promote, 

"tbe ■ ■■ ■■ c- ■ ■■ ■ -j.- ‘obe one of bis old friends 

111 ' ■ = ■ ^ i i. J no man ever thought so 

on any subject as he does upon the whole business 
oi Bengal government, yet he has acuteness and information 
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eiioiigli to be capable of embaiTassiiig many eolleagUGs who inigbt 
actually Iiappen to differ widely in opinion from liim ; and you must 
also recollect that, in case of Stuart’s and my departure, lie would 
liave an opportunity of calling in a tliird member, who in all pro- 
bability would be the most improper man in the whole service for 
that situation. 

In short, if was an acknowledged fool or a capable rogue, I 

think he would be a much safer Governor-General. 

After what I have said I a,m sure you will see the necessity of 
having a new Governor-General on the spot before my departure. 
I must see an end of the war and settle the terms of peace, which, 
considering the character of om: allies, will be no easy task, and I 
must return for a few months to Bengal. All this I hope will be 
effected by the beginning of the next year, so as to admit of my 
embarking by the middle of March at farthest. . . . 

I cannot say too much in praise of the conduct of Mr. Stuart, 
who has acted a most honourable part towards me, and lias shown 
more steadiness of character than T thought he was capable of. 

Since -wiiting the above, Hm-ry Punt has sent to inform me tluit 
he has just received an express from Purseram Bhow, to aecpiaiiit 
him that he had defeated a considerable corps of tlie enemy near 
Saraoga, and had taken eight pieces of camion. 

This lucljy event may render it more practicable for the Bliow 
to co-operate with us by the route that he has taken, than it would 
have otherwise been. j 

Cornwallis. 

LlEUr.-GE.'TEUAL SiR WiLLIAM FaWCETT TO EaRL CoRNWALLIS. 

[Private.] Received Jan. 20, 1792. 

My dear Lord, Great George Street, July 26, 1791. 

, . . Your Lordship’s arrangement respecting the Hano- 

verians, in forming one useful battalion out of the two inefficient 
ones, speaks for itself, being an expedient not only advisable but 
even indispensably necessary upon the jiressure of the occasion, 
and being considered by His Majesty in that light, met accordingly 
with his entire approbation. ... 

Your encomium upon Major-General Medows’s generous and 
disinterested behaviour to you, on your taking the command of the 
army out of his hands, was particularly agreeable and well received 
here, where so many reports had been chculated to his disad- 
vantage, and Mr, Dundas, on tliat account, made a point of insert- 
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ing it, amongst other matters of intelligence from your Lordsliip, 
in the public papers. 

Your remonstrance against the manner in wMch the Field- 
Officers’ commissions in the 52nd Eegiment and the late Lieut.- 
Colonel Elphinstone’s in the 71st, were disposed of, is but too well 
founded ; and which I opposed, as far as I was able, at the time 
when those shameful jobs were in agitation, though to no purpose. 
The first of them was carried by the irresistible influence of the 
Treasury ; and I believe I told yomr Lordship in a former letter ^ to 
whom Barry ^ was indebted for his succession to Flpl-'y. 

stone. Our Eoyal Master has been upon liis guard i' ■■■ 

solicitations ever since, as you may have observed by his subse- 
quent conduct ; . . . and I have every reason to think that 

His Majesty will never be prevailed upon again to yield to any 
importunities whatever, for favours of the like nature to be con- 
ferred upon officers under your Lordship’s command in India, 
which do not come recommended to him by your Lordsliip. . . . 

I am, &c., 

Wm. Fawcett. 

Lord Sydney to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Jan. 21, 1792.] 

My dear Lord, Orosvenor Squai-e, June 16, 1791. 

. . . The Eodney arrived just as the Parliament was 
rising, and various reports were circulated by a set of people who 
seem to act here as Tippoo’s Vakeels, and are perhaps in Ms pay. 
The violent animosity between you and G-eneral Medows was 
among the most current. But your letters have given a fatal blow 
to that forgery. I have received one from Medows, in wliicli he 
speaks of your LordsMp in the strongest terms of affection and 
respect. We i' -.rr.ti'-’ t t > hear the event of your campaign, 
and promise - .. !■,■!•■ one. Among aU our differences 

here there is none upon your subject, but I cannot say that all 
the encomiums upon you seem rqu.'^hy Among the excep- 
tions I shall always reckon th(-- i acquaintance of ours 

at the bottom of Berkeley Square, who is at present in a state of 
great and extraordinary political violence. You will learn that 
Dundas has succeeded to the seals of the Home Department. The 
world says that he is only a lomm tmens, and that his tenure will 



1792. 


NEWS FEOM ENGLAND. 


143 


determine on yonr arrival. I believe tbat no appointment can 
please more than that will do ; and I do not think that you will, 
find the office an unpleasant one. We are waiting mth impa- 
tience for a courier from Russia, what he will bring I cannot 
pretend to foretell, but the stockholders seem to expect peace, as 
that political barometer continues high. 

The affairs of France are still in the same confusion. There 
are appearances as if the proscribed party thought of an attempt 
to disturb the pv-r--.t powers, but I own I do not see a 

probability of i'-: present, or doing anything more 

than giving occasion to further persecutions. 

I am going to Matson ] to settle my affairs, which I find under 
every embarrassment that folly, inattention, and malevolence 
could have occasioned. My good unci' ’ ''■•ri-- d r-f aU that 

he had in his power in favour of Mile. 1’.!.:-!.! i- i‘= [ !■■■:; place, 

then to Lord Carhsle’s^ children, with old Queensberry for his 
residuary Legatee. You may perhaps be more surprised than 
flattered to hear, that the last words which he said to me were to 
desire his compliments to your Lordship. 

My family desire to be remembered to you in the kindest man- 
ner. They are, thanlc God, all well. My daughter-in-law adds 
much to our happiness, as she is one of the most pleasing and 
amiable creatures that ever was born. I am happy to teU you 
that Lord Brome is grown very stout and athletic. He preserves 
liis natural openness and good nature. . . . 

Yours most affectionately, 

Sydney. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. W. Pitt. 

LeAE SiE, Camp near Outraflroog, Jan. 23, 1792. 

I enclose a duphcate of my letter dated the 3rd December. 
It has, however, since occurred to me that, although my detention 

1 Matson, in Gloucestershire, which he n'' Hertford, K.G. The Duke 

had lately inherited from George Selwyn. ■ ■' ■■ left her the greater pro- 

2 George Augustus Selwyn, b. Aug. 11, ■ ■ ■ ■ jonal property, amounting 

1719, d. Jan. 25, 1791, unm. ; M.P. for out the heirs-at-law con- 

Ludgershall, Nov. 1747 to 1754, then for 

-i-- 1780, and then again for ■ . . . 

: . ■ :iis death. He left Mdlle. 7 

■ " Fagnani, Her reputed ■■ ■ . ■ - ■ . .-ea- 

fiither was the Marchese Fagnani, a Milanese . ■ . ; : fc to 

nobleman; but the scandal of the day as- :.ord 

signed the paternity either to the Duke of ' ■ ■ ■ ■ of 

p. :■ ’ ''' 0 - 1 -—. b. Aug. Ireland, bee. 17''''. 17''';. 

' (Charles, Spal, April to ! .1 . 
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ill India must naturally do away tlie present question, I ouglit to 
have given my sentiments more explicitly on the subject at large, 
in order to prevent that favourable opinion, which is so highly 
flattering to me, from being the cause of trouble and embarrassment 
to you on a future occasion. 

I will freely own to you that if anything could induce me to 
come forward in a station of business and responsibility at home, it 
would be the allurement that would be held out to my vanity by 
being enrolled as a member’ of an administration, the uprightness 
of whose principles, and the wdsdom and vigour of whose conduct, I 
so truly respect. 

I have, however, always been of opinion that no man who has 
a refmrd for the consideration in which he is to stand with liis 
country, should produce liimself, even in the House of Lords, as 
an efficient member of Administration, without possessing such 
powers and habits of Parliamentary debate as would enable him to 
(;.i to a c'ood cause, and defend his measures as well as those 

This maxim of orator Jit, whicli has produced so much bad 
speaking and so much ennui in tliis world, may be true in ,some 
instances, but he is not to be made e quovis ligno, and I should 
doubt whether the timber ought to undergo the seasoning of above 
half a century. 

We can talk more fully upon this subject when we meet, and 
in any event you may be assured that I shall at all times be ready 
to communicate any local knowledge I may possess, and to give 
my opinions both of Indian men and measures, in the most unre- 
served manner to yom-self and Ulr. Dundas, and to those who act 
with you. 

I think, .'u- • all that has been said to the con- 
trary, that tl- :• ‘ )f Tippoo’s power would be very de- 

sirable, but peace upon safe and lionomuble terms is still the first 
and greatest object, and the most encouraging prospects shall not 
induce me to neglect an opportunity of obtaining it. 

I am, with very great regard, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


convoyed tlie proposition, cannot be found 
either in original or in draft. 
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General Orders. From the Original Draft in Lord Cornwallis’s 
Own Handwriting. 

Camp before Seringapatam, Feb. 6, 1792. 

The Army to march in three divisions : — ■ 

Eight — 

General Medows. 

36tli and 76tli Eegts. — Lieut.-Colonel Nesbitt. 

.3 ’ CoCKBEEUi. 

Lieutenant Lbnnan’s Pioneers. — ^Engineers. — Scaling ladders. 

Centre — 

Lord COENWALLIS. 

Lieut.-Colonel Stuaiit, 

52nd, 71st, and 74th Regts. — Lieut.-Colonel Knox. 

Langley. 

Lieutenant Dowse’s Pioneers. — ^Engineers. — Scaling ladders. 

Left — 

Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell. 

72nd Regt. 

5th Brigade — Lieut.-Colonel Baled. 

Ensign Stokob’s Pioneers. — Engineers. — Scaling ladders. 


Eight — 


ORDER OF MARCH. 


Lieut.-Colonel Nesbitt. 


1 Battalion Company 36th Regt. 

Pioneers. 

4 European Flank Comj)anies, with scaling ladders. 
S6th Regt. 

2 Bengal Battalions. 


General Medows. 
Lieut.-Colonel Cockerell. 


Engineers. 

76th Regt. 

2 Bengal Batialions. 

1 Battalion Gth Brigade. 

Centre — 


Lieut.-Colonel Knox. 

1 Battalion Company, 52nd Regt. 

Pioneers. 

6 European Flank Companies, with scaling ladders. 
52nd Regt. 

1 Bengal Battalion. 

VOL, II. 



14:6 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


(Jhai>. XIV. 


Lord CoBNWALTJS. 

Lieiit.-Colonel Stuaet. 

Engiueei's, 

71st Eegt. 

2 Bengal Battalions, 

74tli Regt. 

2 Battalions 6tli Brigade. 

Le/t- 

Lieut.-Colonel Baied or Major Fkasbe. 

1 Plank Company, 72nd Regt. 

1 Plank Company, with scaling ladders. 

Pioneers, 

1 Battalion 5tli Brigade, 

Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell. 

72nd Regt. 

2 Battalions 5th Brigade. 

If the right attack is made to the westward of Sonarpet, the 
troops of that attack should, after entering the enemy’s Hues, turn 
to the left ; but if the attack is made to the eastward of Sonarpet, 
the troops should turn to the right, to dislodge the enemy from all 
the posts on the left of their position. 

The troops of the centre attack, after entering the enemy’s lines, 
should turn to the left. The front dmsions, however, of both the 
right and centre attacks should, after entering, advance nearly to 
the extent of the depth of the enemy’s camj) before they turn to 
either side, in order to make room for those that foUow ; and such 
parts of both divisions, as well as of the left division, as the Com- 
manding Officer shall not think it necessary to keep in a compact 
body, will endeavour to mix with the fugitives, and pass over into 
the island with them. 

Lieutenant Macleod will ftirnish guides. 


Eael Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

Sir, Camp neai- Seringapatam, Feb. 8, 1792. 

On the 5th instant I encamped about seven miles to the 
northward of Seringapatain, from whence I saw that Tippoo had, 
according to my information, taken a position on the north bank of 
the river, with its front and flanks covered by a bound hedge and 
a number of ravines, swamps, and watercourses,, and lilrewise 
fortified by a chain of strong redoubts frill of cannon, as well as by 
the artillery of the fort and of the works on the island. 

It would have cost us a great many men to have attacked this 
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camp in the day, and perhaps the success might not have been 
quite certain. I determined therefore to make the attempt in the 
night, and for tliis pm'pose I marched on the 6th, as soon after 
sunset as the troops could be formed, in tlnee divisions. The right 
division, commanded by General Medows, and the centre division, 
under my immediate direction, were destined for the attack of the 
enemy’s camp, and the division on the left, consisting of four 
battalions under Lieut.-Oolonel Maxwell, was ordered to attack 
the works that the enemy were constructing on the heights above 
the Xaregiit Pagoda. 

The officers commanding the leading corps in the right and 
centre divisions were directed, after driving the enemy from their 
camp, to endeavour to pursue them tlrrough the river, and establish 
themselves on the island, and it was recommended to Lieut.- 
Colonel Maxwell to attempt to pass the river, if, after having pos- 
sessed himself of the heights, he saw that our attack on the camp 
was successful. 

The left and centre divisions were so fortunate as to accomplish 
comi^letely the objects proposed. Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell gained 
the heights, and afterwards passed the river, and the first five 
corps of the centre division crossed over to the island, leaving me 
in possession of the camp which was standing, and of all the artil- 
lery of the enemy’s right wing. 

The division of the right, by some of those accidents to which 
aU operations in the night must be liable, approached much too 
near to a very strong detached work which it was not my intention 
to assault that niglit, and which must have fallen into our hands 
without giving us any trouble, if we succeeded in forcing the 
enemy’s camp. 

The advanced guard engaged in the attack of tliis work before 
they could be prevented by the officers in the front of the column, 
and the latter, who had been used to carry forts with much facility, 
did not think it necessary or perhaps creditable to oblige them to 
desist ; but the ganison of this redoubt conducted themselves very 
differently from those which we had lately met with, and their 
resistance was so obstinate that it was not carried without costing 
us several lives and a very considerable delay. 

By this time the firing at the centre attack had entirely ceased, 
and General Medows, concluding from that chcumstance that I 
was in complete possession of the whole of the enemy’s camp, and 
apprehending that a part of his corps might be wanted to support 
the troops on the island, wished to communicate with me as speedily 
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Some guides -vvlio undertook to lead liis division to join mine 
by a direct road, condncted bim to the Karegat Pagoda without 
his meeting with me, and daylight was too near to admit of his 
undertaking any fm-ther operations. 

These untoward chcumstances did not deprive us of any of the 
soM advantages of our victory, for we are in possession of the 
whole of the enemy’s redoubts, of all the ground on the north side 
of the river, and of great part of the island, but as the force with 
which I remained in the enemy’s camp, did not much exceed three 
battalions, and as I found from parties that I sent out, that the left 
wing of Tippoo’s army kept their ground all night, I could not 
bring off any trophies fifom the field except those that were very 
near to the spot where our impression was made. 

I have not yet been able to ascertain with precision the number 
of guns that have fallen into our hands, but I understand that of 
brass and iron it amounts to upwards of sixty of different calibres. 

1 shall take up my ground to-morrow as near to the chain of 
redoubts as possible, without being exposed to the fire of the fort, 
and, as our posts upon the island are now nearly secured against 
any attempt of the enemy, I shall soon be ready to proceed with 
vigour upon the operations of the siege. 

It has been hitherto impossible to collect the returns of the 
Idlled and wounded, but I have every reason to hope that our loss 
i'-; —pi h-. under two hundred. I will send a list of the 

■ ■■■' .,1 ■■■ • .v‘ • in order to prevent the anxious alarm of 

the friends of the survivors. I &c. 

COENWAILIS. 

General Abstract. 


Killed. Wounded. Missing. Total. 

Europeans 68 .. 213 .. 21 .. 302 

Natives 40 . .. 168 .. 23 .. 231 

General Total .. ..108 .. 381 „ 44 .. 533, 


Lieut.-Oolonel Malcolm,' Adjutant-G eneral of the Army, wounded, not included 
in the above. 


Earl Cornwallis to Tippoo Sultaun. 


* Feb., 11, 1792. 

I have received your letter by the hands of Mahomed Ally, 
to whose verbal communication you refer for other particulars, and 

1 Lieut, -Colonel, afterwai-ds Colonel, Henry Malcolm, cl, Mai’ob 31, 183*4. 
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Lieutenant Clialmers, and four other persons who formed part of 
late garrison of Coimbatore, are arrived with me. 

I have perfectly understood the contents of the ppo'>'i‘r)e' 

the seal of Cummur-ud-Deen,^ which was hrougb, i.-. I.' iii 
Chalmers, and which contains a reference for you-- ■< ^ i. r- ' 

its purport. But I was sorry to learn from that * ■ 
not understand the Persian language, that another paper, written 
in Hindoo and English, signed by himself, and likewise under the 
seal of Cummur-ud-Deen, by wliich it was agreed that the garrison 
of Coimbatore should be permitted to march immolested, with 
their private property, to Palgaucherry (without waiting for any 
reference to you), was taken from him by force a few days before 
he was released ; and it gives me concern to add, that I have heard 
through various channels that the remainder of that garrison, which 
ought to have been set at liberty when they surrendered the fort, 
are not only at this time in confinement, but that many of them 
are actually in irons. 

Notwithstanding these circumstances however, the release of 
Lieutenant Chalmers, &c., is considered by myself and other mem- 
bers of the Confederacy as an indication on your part of a dispo- 
sition to make atonement for the breach of the capitulation of 
Coimbatore : it has, on account of the present critical situation of 
affairs, been resolved by the Allied Powers, not to insist upon a 
compleat execution of that capitulation previous to any negotiation, 
and we shall therefore be ready to receive a confidential person or 
persons deputed by you to communicate to Deputies that will be 
appointed on our part, the concessions and compensations that you 
are wilhng to make to the Confederates. 

I request that whoever you may choose to send may come Hy 
the Derca-dowlut Bang Ford, and when you name the day and hour 
at wliich they are to come, I shall order the officer commanding in 
the redoubt opjiosite to it, to send a party of soldiers to receive 
them, and to. conduct them in security to the neighbourhood of the 
Bed Gah Eedoubt, where the deputies from the Allies will meet 
them to hear your propositions. Coefwallis. 

Eakl Coenwallis to Sie Chaeles Oakeley, Baet. 

Sir, Camp near Seringapatam, Feb. 20, 1792. 

. . . I was too much fatigued \?hen I got into my tent, 

which was very late in the day of the 7th, and had too many anxious 


Cuminerr-ud-Dien was an officer of some distinction in Tippoo’s aririj. 
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cares upon my mincl, to be capable of giving an account of the 
action ; and indeed I did not then perfectly know the extent of our 
advantage, the consequences of which have even proved more 
favourable to us, and more important, tlian I considered when I 
wrote my letter on the- 8th. 

A negotiation is now in some forwardness, andunh-'- ■ !p|!<.)i: i < 
Vakeels have exceeded their Master’s instructions, p-om I-.,- lo 
brought to a speedy conclusion,— the basis of wliich is the surrender 
of one-half of Tippoo’s dominions, to be divided amongst the Allies 
according to the terms of the treaty, and to be chosen by them 
from the countries most contiguous or convenient for them. A large 
sum of money is likewise to be paid, and the Sultaun’s two eldest 
sons to be given as hostages till the articles are fulfilled. 

I confess that an arrangement of tins kind, wliich effectually 
destroys the dangerous power of Tippoo, will be more beneficial to 
the public than the capture of Seringapatam, and it will render the 
final settlement with our Allies, who seem very partial to it, much 
more easy. 

Those whose passions are heated, and who are not responsible 
for consequences, will probably exclaim against leaving the tyrant 
an inch of territory, but it is my duty to consult the real interest 
of the Company and the nation. 

I return you many thanks for your ldnd_ congratulations, and 
am, Yours, &o., 

CORHIVALLIS. 

Copy OF THE Peeliminaey Articles agreed upon and exchanged. 

• Dated Feb. 22, 1792. 

1. One-half of the dommions which were in possession of Tippoo 
Sultaun at the commencement of the present .war shall be ceded to 
the Allies, adjacent to theh respective boundaries, and agreeably to 
then selection. 

2. Three crores and tliirty lacs of Sicca rupees shall be paid to 
the Allies, agreeably to the following particulars, viz. : — 

1. One crore and sixty-five lacs shall be paid immediately 
in pagodas, or gold mohiirs, or rupees, of full weight and 
standard, or in gold or silver bullion. 

2. The remainder,* one crore and sixty-five lacs, at tlnee in- 
stalments, not exceeding fom* months eacli, in the three 
coins before mentioned. 

3. YU subjects of 'the four several Powers, who may have been 
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prisoners from the time of the late Hyder Ally Khan to the present 
period, shall be fairly and unequivocally released. 

4. Until the due performance of the three articles above men- 
tioned, two of the three eldest sons of Ti23poo Sultaun shall be 
given as hostages, on the arrival of whom, a cessation of hostilities 
shall take place. 

5. When an agreement containing the articles above wiitten 

shall arrive, bearing the seal and signatme of Tqii^oo Sultaun, 
counter agreements shall be sent firom the three Powers, and 
after the cessation of hostilities such a definitive treaty of per- 
pet-::;- ■■■h’ ii-. '’ <^1 be settled by the several jparties, shall 

be .! iji.'i . i r'. \- i ■■ ‘ 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Babt. 

Sir, Camp near Sexingapatam, Feb, 26, 1792. 

Tippoo’s secoiKp and tlurd® sons did not arrive in om* camjj 
till this day. The former is about ten years old, and the latter, 
who is the son of BuiTamimd Dien’s^ sisteiyand considered as the 
heir to the Sultanah, about eight. The delay in their arrival was 
not occasioned by any internq^tion of the Treaty, but by the diffi- 
culty and distress of their leaving the Zenana, and by Tippoo’s ■ 
anxiety that they should be properly received by me. 

You will easily imagine that to children under their circum- 
stances, I could not be deficient in showing every mark of Idndness . 
and respect, and I was hajijiy to observe that the boys seemed to 
entertain no a|)]3rehensions of their new father. 

Our dojiuties and Tijipoo’s Vakeels will now enter earnestly 
upon their business, and as soon as we can receive our first pay- 
ment of money, I think we may retire a little from this ’dreary 
waste. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

father, May 29, 1794, but after the cap- 
ture of Seringa patam, they, with the rest of 
Tippoo’s family, including four sons, were 
:ii:ain made p! isoners. One son only, Prince 
(ilioiani .Maho'.nmed, now survives (Dec. ^ 
1857), ■ years ago. 

3 Bun ; ■ family in 

Mysore. 


‘ Prince Abdul Khalic, b. 1772, d. Sept. 
1806, at the Sand Heads on his passage to 
Calcutta. 

Prince Moaz Addeen, b. 1774, d. March 
30, 1818. He was ir.-.p'h-rded m the mas- 
sacre of Vellore, 0.'. r.'-i was 

to tlieir 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

SjRj Camp near Seringapatam, March 2, 1792. 

. . . In tlie course of yesterday and the day before, 

Tippoo has sent out a crore and ten lacs of rupees, and the Yakeels 
promise that in three or four days the first kists, amounting to one 
crore and sixty-five lacs, shall be discharged. 

In consequence of his intention to execute the treaty faithfully, 
I have directed General Abercromby to fall back a few miles to- 
morrow, and encamp near the Einnamhaddy Ford; and I have 
assured the Yakeels that if they deal fairly with us about the 
accounts of the revenues, I will in two or three days withdraw our 
troops fi'om the Island. 

I cannot yet teU what extent of country iviH fall to our share, 
but my first option will be the Barramaul and Salem districts, 
winch wiU afford a secui-e frontier to the Carnatic. . . . 

I am, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Sir, Camp before Seringapatam, March 4, 1792. 

I have very great satisfaction in transmitting to you the 
enclosed copy of the Preliminaries of Peace, that were settled on the 
night of the 23rd February between the tlmee confederate Powers 
and Tippoo Sultaun, to be laid before His Majesty. 

Although some circumstances delayed the delivery of the 
hostages until the 20th, I was induced, by the earnest desire of 
Tippoo, to consent to a cessation of hostilities on the 24th ultimo ; 
and I trust that not only the Preliminary Articles will soon be com- 
pletely executed, but also that those of the Definitive Treaty will 
without much delay be adjusted and concluded. 

Having given a detail of the military operations that preceded 
the cessation of arms, and of several r-." - 'i- - . 4 Ih- egotiation, 

in a letter of this date addressed i ■ I i- -.. Court of 

Directors, which will be officially communicated to you for His 
• Majesty’s information, it becomes unnecessary to trouble you with 
a repetition of the contents of that letter. But I request that you 
will be pleased to assure His Majesty, that although the formidable 
power of Tippoo has been so much reduced by the event of a war 
into which we were forced by the ungovernable ambition and vio- 
lence of liis character, as to render it improbable that he can be 
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able, for many years to come, to give any material disturbance to 
tbe British possessions in India ; yet that in the selection of the 
countries that are to be ceded to us, my primary object shall be to 
fix upon those districts, to the extent of our rights by the present 
treaty, that may be from local situation best calculated for giving 
us a strong defensive frontier against the future attacks of any 
Power whatever from above the Ghauts. 

I must beg that you will also inform the King, that, gallantly 
as His Majesty’s troops on this service have behaved on all other 
occasions, then* courage and discipline were never more eminent, 
or then services more valuable to then country, than in the attack 
of the enemy’s fortified camp on the night of the 6th ultimo. 

My warmest acknowledgments were therefore due to the officers 
and soldiers in general for their behaviour in that action ; and I am 
persuaded, when proper opportunities offer, it will likewise prove 
the most effectual rccommendalion for them to His Majesty’s 
favour. General Medows, who had some time ago resolved to 
return to Europe as soon as the war should be concluded, intends, 
with my entne npprobntion, to embark on the last ship of this 
season that sails iVtun 'Ahidi’iis; and I think it my duty on this 
occasion to declare that the zeal and ability which the General has 
constantly employed dm-ing this war, in j)romoting the interests of 
this country, have in my opinion done great honom’ to himself, and 
that the friendly support and assistance which he has uniformly 
afforded me, have laid me under the most lasting obligations. 

It has at the same time been my singular good fortune to expe- 
rience a co-operation and assistance no less zealous and friendly 
from General Abercromby, in liis able conduct of the army that 
was formed on the Coast of Malabar, and I request that you will 
be pleased to communicate my sentiments on the behaviour and 
merits of both these officers to His Majesty. 

This despatch wiU be delivered to you by Captain Madan, my 
A.H.C., whom I beg leave to recommend to ilis IMajesty as a 
deserving officer; and as he has served in the field from the 
commencement of the war, he wiU, I trust, be able to give you 
satisfactory explanations of all the operations and transactions that 
he has witnessed, 

I have the honour to enclose a list of the killed, wounded, and • 
missing of the troops under my command, from the 6th ultimo 
to the day of the cessation of arms inclusive ; with a return of 
the artillery that feU into our hands upon the defeat of the enemy’s 
I have the honour, &c., 

COIINWALLIS. 

■? 

■t Ik 
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Eael Coenwallis to the Right Hon. Hbney Dundas. 

[Private]. 

Dear Sir, Camp near Seringapatam, March 4, 1792. 

We liave at length concluded our Indian war handsomely, 
and I tliinlv as advanlagoously as any reasonable person could 
expect. We hawe effectually crippled our enemy wdtliout maldng 
our friends too formidable. Indeed I am well convinced that the 
impression they have received of the power and sn]''oriority of onr 
arms, will greatly overbalance any confidence with u hicli ih. ii- 
torial acquisitions can possibly inspire them. 

I have entered so fully into the dotai]« of the oporntinns of the 
war and the negociations for peace in my piiblic ivii(-r, Lisat it is 
unnecessary to say anything further on those subjects. I shall 
therefore only express my hopes that the gentlemen who talked so 
much nonsense about the balance of powm', and the barrier of 
Tippoo, will have the gTace to be ashamed of themselves, and I 
assure you how sincerely I wished that those who so strenuously 
opposed the measure of sending out the King’s regiments, had been 
with me’T)n the night of the 6th of February. 

I received your letter dated the 1st of August by the Canada 
packet, in which there are but few points that requhe notice. I 
have been too much occupied this last twelvemonth to spare time 
to think of the Andaman Island, but I shall probably meet my 
brother in May at Madras, when we wMl enter earnestly into that 
business. There can be no doubt of the propriety of our establish- 
ing ourselves in one of the harbours on that island, but my brother 
has seen one that he tliinks far preferable to Port Cornwallis. . . . 

I have a serious grievance in the Counsellor line. You W'ill 
readily guess that I mean the appointment of Mr. } This un- 

expected stroke has filled up the measm*e of our misfortunes in 
Bengal ; and composed as that Council aheady is, will, I appre- 
hend, render it difficult, if not impossible, for the best Governor to 
save that devoted country. 

Of all the Company’s servants, out of the degree of total in- 
ability, I really think , even independent of liis bankru})tcy, 

the most unfit for a seat in Council. He has no fixed or steady 
opinions on any points of the public business, and he is now a bank- 
rupt by continuing liis engagements in a commercial house, after 
he had, to save his seat at of , made a public declara- 

tion that he In'l rvit;- 1 i' ; L.;- is worst of all, with a strong 
propensity tc- : ;,;i -i.; i . i;., hovS formed connexions with 

iae appoiimnent Ultimately did not take place. 
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the worst Hack people in Bengal. Yon will easily conceive that 

what I have said doc.- aol j micced fi'ora any personal ill-will to 

w'hen I tell you that he is an exceedingly good-humoured fellow, 
and has always been remarkably so with me, and I am sure that 
he would readily, either in a public or private capacity, comply 
with any of my wishes. But I cannot help feeling- for the future 
bad consecpiences that may arise from his becoming a member of 
Government. 

I have other grievances which I must state to the Court of 
Dhectors, but I will not mix di-humour with the present despatch. 
Their restoration of that rascal * *, who has no revenue abdities 
or merit whatever, and who behaved in the most insolent manner 
to the Board in return for our having been much too lenient to • 
him — ^their approbation of * * *’s plan about the Sunderbunds, after 
the Board of Kevenue had so clearly stated the folly and impracti- 
cability of it — and, lastly, their -v ^ylu'ch left 

to me the nomination of the -ifficient to 

shake the credit of the best-established Government in India ; to 
which I may add the breach of their oum regidations by the in- 
iamous job done for that very unworthy subject Colonel . 

* * luckily ran away from the settlement before the order for 
reinstating liim arrived, and * * * is removed from the collectorsliip 
of for malpractices. 

If the Coiu-t of Dh-ectors cannot be controlled, I retract my 
opinion in favour of then* continuance after the expiration of the 
Charter. But I must confess that I cannot help beheving that those 
orders, - so dogi-ading to our Government, and some of them so 
slighting to myself, could not have found their way to India, if the 
Board of Control had not been too much occupied with other 
matters to have paid proper attention to them. . . . 

It was the intention of Medows to embark for England as soon 
as jDossible after the conclusion of the war, and he has determined 
to proceed to Madras as soon as his health will permit, and take his 
passage in the Dalton, which is the last ship of the season. His 
conduct in all the business has been so generous and noble, that I 
ncv.'d luirdly rc<jue.st that you will -show him aU possible attention, 
aiul pr(,)(,‘.iu-o for him a (-.■iiliiil rcocptiou at St. James’s. 

Anxious as I shall be to get to Bengal, I can hardly hope to be 
there before June, especially as I must devote some time, although 
I am afraid to very little purjDose, for my conversations with the 
Nabob of Arcot, who appears to me to be violently hostile to tlie 
present Government of Fort St. George, and very little inclined to 
accede to any reasonable proposal. 
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I shall trust entirely to you to find a good successor for me^it 
Bengal, and to contrive that he shall arrive there . early in the year 
1793. I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

“damp near Seringapatam, March 11 , 1792. 

I always expected that we should have a good deal of 
trouble in making Tippoo swallow so bitter a piU as the present 
treaty, and in that respect I have not been disappointed, for he- 
has practised every sjiecies of chicane and every pretext for delay. 

It is, however, necessary for us on all accounts that the busi- 
ness should be brought to a speedy issue, and if he should not in 
two or three days comply with our positive req[uisitions, I shall 
think it necessary to have recourse to coercive measures. 

After giving up his two sons as hostages, and paying even by 
our accomit above eleven hundred thousand pounds, it is not easy to 
su^ipose that he can have an idea of renewing hostilities, yet he is a 
man that must not be trusted too far, especially as, besides all the 
difficulties he has started about the country and the money, he 
has, notwithstanding my daily remonstrances and his repeated 
promises to desist, constantly employed great numbers of men in 
streuEth-oning the wall opposite to our approaches. 

(iciUiral Ilcc'ows, who was at my tent this morning, intended 
setting out to-morrow for Madras, but he has postponed his journey 
for a few days on account of the rubs in the negotiation. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

Sir, Camp near Seringapatam, March 13, 1792. 

... I am sorry to say that things at present bear a 
much less pacific appearance than they did when I wrote to you on 
the 11th. 

The enclosed copies of our requisition of what appeared to 
us to he our right according to the treaty, in a fair division of 
Tippoo’s country, and of Sir John Kennaway’s letter to the Vakeels 
on their communicating to him the Sultaun’s answer to it, will 
explain fully the present state of affairs. 
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If. Tippoo did from the first determine not to give us the 
Buixamaul and Salem districts, nor the forts of Gootj and Belhary 
to our Allies, he certainly did not seriously intend to execute the 
conditions of the preliminary articles, nor could he expect to con- 
clude a peace. 

He began to work in the fort on the very night on which he 
sent in his sons, and he has very much strengthened the wall 
opposite to our attack; but I should doubt whether aU he has 
done or can do, will be worth eleven hundred thousand pounds and 
two such hostages. 

PnrseraTn. Bhow will march to-morrow to Oaniambaddy Ford in 
order lo join (h.nei-iil Aixircromliy, .-ind 1 inloiid that Tippoo’s sons 
shall set out in the morning for Bangalore. 

I have this night sent my despatches for Madan to take on 
board the Northumberland; but as they talk too confidently of 
peace, I would not have them sent to England unless appearances 
should alter very much, at all events it will he desirable to detain 
the ship a few days. I &c. 

COENWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

SlE, Camp neai* Seringapatam, March 15, 1792. 

. . . The appearance of tilings is rather altered for the 
better since I wrote to yon on the 13th, but I shall consider the 
business in a very nncertain state until the definitive treaty is 
signed, and the whole of the first kist is paid. 

The Yakeels last night acquiesced in the surrender of Gooty 
and Belhary and the Burramaul and Salem Country, if the whole 
of the latter should not make our proportion too large, in which 
case we must be satisfied with a part of it ; and a;fter much alter- 
cation and diflSculty, they, said that their master would give the 
Coorga Country rather than quarrel with us. The dispute about 
the batta has likewise been settled this' morning by Mr. Cherry and 
the Vakeels — the latter reserving an ultimate reference to Tippoo. 

Thus far matters may be said to wear a promismg aspect, but 
Tippoo’s unremitting industry in working night and day would 
occasion doubt of the sincerity of a person of better character. 

. . . As this important business must now be brought to a 

crisis in a few hours, I think no ship should sail for England till it 
is finally settled. X am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 
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The Secret Committee to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received March 16, 1792.] 

My XiORD, East India House, Sept. 21, 1791. 

. . . The brilliant successes which by our last accounts 

have attended your Lordship’s operations, give us gTeat room to 
hope that an honourable and advantageous peace may have been 
concluded before this despatch can reach India. At all events, 
from the variety of circumstances of which it is impossible for us 
to be sufficiently informed beforehand, we do not feel it in our 
power to give any precise instructions for yom’ Lordship’s guidance 
with rosiiect to the terms on which it may be proper to insist ; we 
ha^'O the fullest confidence in yom* Lordship’s discretion in the 
completion of this important work, and we know that you are 
im])re.sscfl as deeply as ourselves with a sense how essential it is 
to the fiuance.s- and interests of the Company, that the war should 
be brought to a speedy termination. We have, therefore, only to 
state in conformity to this idea, that although in the event of as 
successful an issue of the war as we have ground to expect, we 
certainly feel ourselves entitled to look to such advantageous 
conditions as may in some measure indemnify us for our expense, 
and give additional seemity in futm*e, — ^we are nevertheless par- 
ticularly desh’ous that we should rather forego even some portion 
of the advantages which we might justly expect, than risk the 
continuance of the war. The great object, therefore, to wliich we 
wish your Lordship’s attention to be dnected, and wliich we are 
persnaded you win have .. - 1; h.-] i: \ ‘.ew, is that of embracing 

,ji opportn ‘y. i ' v the war on reasonable 

i.'. l : ■ ■ M'.. '! terms for ourselves and our Allies. 

We are, &c. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Lear Sir, . Camp before Seiingapaton, March 17, 1792. 

I yesterday received your letter dated 21st September, 
and the letter from the Secret Committee by the Swan sloop 
of war, and am happy to find that my sentiments in regard to 
peace have corresponded so much with those of the Government at 
home. 

Om acquisitions on the Malabar coast are inaccessible to any 
enemy i’- r' d- . - !-■( 1\ ■ xcept on the north frontier, 

and I . . . ' h. . i:-. and creeks with which that 
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part of the country is intersected, it would be very difficult ^to 
attack us in that quarter. 

The possession of the Ooorga country and of Palacatcherry 
effectually secure the two passes by which only, Tippoo could pos- 
sibly disturb us. 

The Eajahs on that coast are not independent, but now become 
our subjects, and if \ve can put them in some degree on the footing 
of the Bengal Zemindars and prevent their oppressing the people 
under them, the commerce of that country in pepper, spices, &c., 
may become extremely advantageous to the Company. The nett 
revenue amounts to about 25 lacs of rupees, which will be a great 
hel]3 at present to Bombay ; and Cananore will be a much better 
and safer place of arms than Tellichery. 

The revenues of the Coimbatore country would have made our 
proportion too great, but if that had not been the case, as it is an 
(.Mcii il( ■ f( ■ I If. h country, I should have preferred the districts I 
l!a\e vi/. Barramaul, Salem, aud Diudigul, which form a 

strong barrier to the Carnatic and to the southern provinces on the 
Coromandel coast, and contain several forts that no person in India 
can take from us. j 

Cornwallis. 

March 18, 1792. 

P.S. The definitive treaty is tliis instant signed: you will 
receive a copy of it by the next opportunity. 


Eael Coenwallis to H. R. H. the Duke op Yoek. 



I received a few days ago by the Swan sloop of war your 
Eoyal Highness’s most obliging letter, dated the 30th of April. As 
it remained in England near five months after it was written, 
although several opportunities offered in the intermediate time for 
its being forwarded to India, I trust I shall stand acquitted before 
yom’ Eoyal Highness, for not having sooner assured you of my 
earnest desire to p:;y ■■vny .- ttention to your commands. 

. . . I am ! i relieved from the heaviest 

burthen that can ■ ; i li-- i- ■: ^f a man who has any feehng 
for his own character ana tiie good of his country — the command 
of an army in a difficult and important war. My merits as a 
soldier and a negotiator must be decided by the judgment of my 
country : I shall only say that I have done my best, that I have 
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Spared no pains, and that I would not live the last year over again 
for any reward that could be held out to me. 

My responsibility was certainly increased by the circumstance 
of my being obliged to engage in the war, and to determine on the 
measure of forming alliances with the country powers, without 
being able to communicate with the Government at home. But I 
was so convinced of the absolute necessity of the war, and of the 
expediency of taldng every means in my power to insure its suc- 
cess, that I felt myself prepared to answer for my conduct in these 
respects before the most rigid or even prejudiced tribunal. 

Your Eoyal Highness’s German expedition has ended very 
differently from what I should have been led to expect from your 
letter, and however desirous I might have been that you should 
have acquired military experience, I most sincerely rejoice in the 
different termination ; being most firmly persuaded from the 
opinion which I formed of the Princess ^ of Prussia when I had the 
honour of attending you at Berlin, that the step you have taken 
is most likely to insure your future happiness. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS, 

Earl CoRNWums to the Rioht Hon. Henry Dundas. 

BeAE SiE, Camp at Kunegul, April 9, 1792, 

We have halted some days at this place to take leave of om* 
Allies, which has been effected with the strongest appearances of 
perfect cordiality on aU sides. 

Hurry Punt and Azeem ul Omrah® applied separately to ' me to 
request a friendly interference on our part, whenever any disputes 
might arise between the Governments of Poonah and Hydrabad. 
I gave a very guarded answer, promising my good offices in 
general to strengthen and promote the friendship that has so long 
subsisted between the Hizam and the Peshwa, declaring at the 
same time that if each party would write to me on the subject, 
I would be more explicit in regard to the stile and species of 
mediation that I thought our Government could with propriety 
adopt. 

I have postponed the arrangement of a proper guarantee for 
our mutual acquisitions (which is a business of much delicacy and 
caution) till we shah, have returned to our respective capitals, when 

’ ■ "Frederick Duke of York. 

■ ■■7, 1767, 2 Azeem ul Omrak, a Minister of the 

T . :791, the Nizam. 
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we shall have leisure to reflect cooUy on the subject, and when it 
may be put in a train to be finally adjusted by Sir C. Malet and 
Sir J. Kennaway. 

Tippoo, by Ids Vakeels at least, appears to be disposed to cul- 
tivate us, and expresses much inveteracy against our Allies, espe- 
cially the Marattas ; but I here only speak from the mouth of the 
Vakeels, for on every occasion where they have been obliged to 
bring forward the letters or instructions that they received directly 
from him, he does not seem to be in any degree softened towards 
us, nor to be one jot less insolent than in the times of his greatest 
prosperity. 

The rapid increa;Se of the number of our European sick has so 
far exceeded aU calculation, that we shall have the greatest difS- 
ciilty in removing them from Bangalore and Ooscottah ; and the 
army, notwithstanding the inconvenience and expense attending the 
delay, must, I apprehend, be detained above tlio Gliaiits till the 
20th of next montli. It is hkewise very vexatious to myself per- 
sonally who have so much to do at Madras and Calcutta, but I 
do not think it prudent to leave the army whilst it continues in 
Tippoo’s territories. j &c., 

COENAV ALLIS. 


Mauquis Cohuwallis to the Rev. B. Grisdale. 

Cjimp on the march from Seringapatam towards the 
Dear GeISDALE, Caruatic, April 12, 1792. 

No man will I am sure rejoice more sincerely than yourself 
at my having brought the Mysore war to an advantageous and 
creditable conclusion. You will see the best account I could give 
of the whole business in the Gazette ; I shall therefore only tell 
you what you wfll be full as anxious to know, that I am perfectly 
well, and that I do not find that climate, fatigue, or sun, have as 
yet in any degree affected my constitution. 

I am, with the most sincere good wishes for yoiu health and 
domestic happiness, Pear Grisdale, 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


VOL. II. 
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H. E. H. THE Peince of Wales to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received April, 1792.] 


My dear Lord, Cavlton House, May 11, 1791. 

Allow me to return yon my thanks for the Letter I last 
week received from you, we bad about a fortnight before received 
the accounts of Colonel Floyd’s affair and regretted much that 
so much bravery had not been crown’d with more success at least 
with a more signal victory. My Brother is gone upon the report 
of War to attend the Prussian Army in case there sh'i be any 
service to be seen and sh*^ there not, then to return, to England 
when the grand Eeviews are over. As to Topics there are so few 
except the French Eevolution and the prospect of a War with 
Eussia with both of w*‘ you must be so much better inform’d about 
by other persons than I can pretend to do with mine I will not 
even take up your time vdth i^entioning the subject. I have had 
the pleasure of seeing lately a great deal of my old friend 
Singleton whom I had not seen hardly since he has had the 
honour of bemg related to yoiu’ Lordship, and having taken a 
house in Hampshhe about fifteen miles horn mine, he now and 
then rides over in order to meet my Hounds when they throw off 
within a distance of ten or dozen miles from him, and all I can say 
is y* I flatter myself when he has the honour to be as well Imown 
by your Lordship as he is by me, he will gain the same place in 
y esteem y‘ I confess he long has done in mine. Before I con- 
clude allow me to mention y* the Young Man who will have the 
honom* of delivering this Letter to is a young man 

whose Brother thro’ the iuterest of my firiend Lushington I have 
got the permission of the Company to be a Free Merchant. I 
formerly recommended him to You and his name is Coleman, and 
I flatter myself he will always merit y^ support and approbation by 
his industry and diligence, the young man himself is coming out 
as a Cadet, and I can only add y‘ any attentions and assistance 
you are so good as to shew liim on my account, I shall attribute to 
the source of that friendship w^' I hope I always shall experience 
from you. j p)ear Lord, 

Most Sincerely Yours, 

G. P. 
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Marquis op Lansdowne to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received April, 1792.] 

My dear Lord, London, Dec. 14, 1791. 

I just liear tliat a packet is making up for India, wkicli does 
not leave me time to recollect whetker, uninformed as I am, any- 
tiling kas by accident reached me wMch can be useful to you to 
know. 

I wrote to you a long letter after the India debate in the House 
of Lords, which I hope you have received. I wrote to you again in 
the summer, but my letter was returned to me from the India 
House being too late for the post, and I cannot now lay my hand 
upon it. But I must not miss this opportunity of assuring you no 
one can be more devoted to you, or more anxious for your honor 
and credit. You are too wise and honourable to wish me to sacrifice 
principles on which I stand committed to all descriptions, but as 
far as I can consistently, you may depend upon it there is no length 
to which I am not ready to go in yom- service. Let me beseech 
you not to take too much upon yom-self, but to remember that it 
belongs to Ministers to plan, to Governors and Generals only to 
execute. Ministers are responsible not only for what they plan, 
but what they omit, especially where a change of system was 
expedient, as I conceive was the case in India, where the interests 
of the Court and Bengal are so irreconcilable. You know how 
loose tliis country is, and it is becoming every day looser and more 
difiicult to be governed. I am most apprehensive about your peace, 
for I do not see in your situation, aU things considered, that it is 
in the nit of man to satisfy your allies, and meet the expectations 
at home. You know I had no allies to deal with. 

As to France it is difficult to tell what may happen there, but 
I imagine tilings will settle. The Tf'rub'!i''--’n pr.-iy ipii.-i n .- 
the present and determined to ren..-:-! - .-irp.l li*- ijiv- 

divided among themselves all manner of ways, interests, passions, 
habits, and connections of those that are at Coblentz, from those at 
Brussels, which last have the confidence of the Court. 

What passed at Pilnitz remains as yet an impenetrable secret, 
but I am assured from what I conceive good authority that the 
alliance between Austria and Prussia is sincere, and calculated to 
produce an enthe change of system upon the Continent.^ 

You will hear from others that a renewal of the India Charter 

1 There was no treaty, hut a declaration and call on other nations to do the same, to 

was signed, Ang. 1791, by the Emperor and ■ ' W 1 ' < 

the King of I’nissia that they would arm, '■ ■ . ' ■ i / v . 
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is meditated, but I cannot tbink it will take place this year, for 
wlieneyer it does it wiU produce a great source of faction which it 
is the obvious interest of Ministers to defer. 

I am, &c., 

Lansdowne. . 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Camp neai- Kisfcnapore, April 28, 1792. 

. . . My letter by the Swallow will have satisfied you 
that there is no danger of my deserting my post before the begin- 
ning of 1793 ; and however forcibly the situation of my private 
affairs, my own time of life, the critical age of my son, and the 
attack upon' my Borough,^ press my retiuTi to England, you may 
be assured that aU these considerations could not at any time pre- 
vent my remainuig a few months, when I should tliinli: such a sacri- 
fice essential for the real interests of my country. 

There is one passage in your letter which I must confess alarms 
me, where you say — “ We of course cannot wish to make a new 
appointment of a Governor-General tDl the arrangement of India 
affairs and the settlement with the India Company takes place.” 
Tliis must naturally defer the appointment of a new Governor-General 
till after the nest Session of Parliament, and I do not see any good 
■reason why the appointment might not just as well take place as 
soon as you know the war to be concluded, as the new arrangement 
can make very little difference in the Governor-General’s situation. 
But this letter will be too late to alter any resolution you may have 
taken, and I can only hope that my letter by the Swallow will 
have induced you to make the appomtment immediately upon 
Madan’s arrival. 

I have no opinion to give about a successor, except to say that 
no such thing is to be found in Milar’s list, nor indeed a tolerable 
Oommauder-in-Ohief, amongst those who would probably consent 
to come out. You must select for the former, some man of ability 
and Civi' . j job, and who can 

say Ro, ..... 

It is ... ... -Vfion of the costs of 

the war, ana you will be able from tne papers tnat will be trans- 
mitted to you from the different Governments, to form nearly as 
good an estimate as I can at present, when I have it in my power 

‘ " ■ renewed at a subsequent period, but with as 

■ . .. little success. 
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to give you one very substantial datum, viz., that except some extra 
allowances that part of the Bombay troops must receive for a few 
months, and those that must be continued to Lient.-Colonel Cock- 
erell’s detachment till they' reach Bengal, the whole expense will 
be actually issued in the course of next month, and that after the 
arrival of all the corps at their peace cantonments, not one single 
rupee, either in the shape of arrears for troops, or of demands for 
public purposes, will ever come against you. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, 

Dear James, Camp le miles w^t of Colar, May 4, 1792. 

I sent a letter for you about three weeks ago to Madras, to 
be forwarded in the Mansliip, but as that shij) has been detained on 
account of her cargo beyond all expectation, I- cannot help adding 
a few words of a later date, the satisfaction of which to the receiver 
I well know by my own feelings on the like occasions. 

I have made my march from Seringapatam very quickly, with- 
out any material cross or vexation, except the horrible sickness 
amongst the European troops, which began at Seringapatam, and 
wliich has attended us ever since without any abatement. We 
have lost many, although the deaths have not been in proportion 
to the number of sick ; but the removal of so many men as I have 
been obliged to find conveyance for, is attended with infinite diffi- 
culty in this country, and has greatly retarded my movements. 
Oiu- peace will no doubt be very popular in England, I see every 
day more reason to be satisfied with it. No termination of the 
war could in my opniion have been attended with more solid advan- 
tages to our interest, and the deference which was paid to us on 
the occasion both by friends and enemies, has placed the British 
name and consequence in a light never before known in India. 

The next point for the gratification of my wishes is my return 
to England, but that cannot happen till my successor arrives ; an 
overland express wliich I received the other day from Government, 
pressed the stay of Medows, but this is absolutely impossible, and 
indeed I would not purchase even a voyage to England at the price 
of sacrificing the future welfare and prosperity of this country, in 
which my reputation as well as my earnest wishes are so deeply 
interested. 

I wrote by the Swallow in September last to say that Medows 
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would go home as soon as the war was over, and that I would stay 
till the heginning .of the year 1793, this letter will probably arrive 
in England and prepare Ministers to look out for a new Governor- 
General ; the continued accounts by the subsequent ships of our 
preparations and our successes, will make them expect the termi- 
nation of the war at an early period in the present year, and will I 
trust enable them to procure the appointment of a successor within 
a few weeks after Madan reaches London, which we have calcu- 
lated for the middle of August. If that successor should sad in 
October, either in a frigate or the Swallow packet, he will get to 
Bengal in February, and I may embark in March next. On these 
reasonings and calculations my hopes are founded, if they should 
prove eiToneoiis, I shad, be under the mortifying necessity of de- 
voting the year 1794 to misery and exde. 

My war, notwithstanding Lord Porchester’s assertion “ that it 
was founded in avarice,” has been a very losing concern to me,^ and 
I beheve I have added very little to my store since I have com- 
manded the army. I have however the satisfaction to know that 
I have rendered substantial services to my country. 

The Commodore is at Trincomale, but I expect to see him at 
Madi'as by the end of the month. I am, &o. 

COENWALLIS. 


General Ordeks. 

May 9, 1792. 

The Commander-in-Ohief has perused the proceedings of 
the General Court Martial, of which Lieui-Colonel Cockered was 
President, as wed as the sentences passed on the prisoners. 

Lord Cornwadis is much concerned to be under the necessity of 
expressing Ms extreme dissatisfaction at the sentence passed on 

Mr. who is convicted of neglecting to dress the wounds and 

to take proper care of tl--- E..:-- 'd o were sent from Seringa- 

patani to the hospital -.-•I- ■■ : »■' at Outradroog; and for 

which heinous breach of his duty, and offence against the strongest 
and most affectiug ties of humanity, y.h-r.d i". ■-■very 

generous breast in favour of men wh \ \ - ’i- the 

cause , of their country, he is condemned only to be suspended from 
Ms rank and pay in the service for eight months, and to be repri- 
manded in public Orders. 

It is incumbent upon Lord Cornwadis to show, that he sets a 

1 Both Lord Cornwallis and General first was 47,244L, of the second 14,997L ; 
Medows gave up their prize-money for the and see letter from Lord Coinwallis, Sept, 
capture of Seringapatam. The share of the 8, 1792. 
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higlier value upon the lives and limbs of the soldiers, than to 
expose them again to the hazard of falling under the charge of a’ 
man who has been guilty of such gross neglect. And he therefore 
declares to the army, that he shall recommend it to the Governor 

in Council at Fort St. George, to continue Mr. ’s susj)ension 

until the pleasure of the Court of Directors shall be known, to 
whom he shall transmit the proceedings of the Court Martial with 
his own sentiments upon them ; and that he shall order the pay- 
master to give no share to Mr. of that gratuity, which was 

obtained by the blood of those brave men, whom he afterwards 
suifered either to perish, or to languish miserably for several weeks, 
by an inhumanity which, by any person unacquainted with the evi- 
df:iu:(' dim' Wiis jirodiiccd against him, would be scarcely credible. 

'I’ll',' Coj '. 1111:1 lid' .•i>in-01iief must like'^d'O oxjjiv.s.s his strongest 

disapprobation of the sontcnco that acqi:il:s l.iiMiii-naiii: of His 

Majesty’s 52nd regiment, of viokmlly beating Perseram, a black 
man, and wliich appears to have been given, not only in direct 
opposition to the whole body of evidence that was produced, but 

even to Lieutenant ’s ovm confession. The Commander-in- 

Chief is of opinion, that Lieutenant in beating Perseram the 

&st time, when he came to ask him for the "t ■'-f r 

which had been due seven months, acted in , ■ • • ■ ' ■ 

coming a gentleman and an officer ; and that in beating him the 
second time, when he was sent back to him by the Commanding 
Officer of the regiment, accompanied by the Adjutant, Lieutenant 
— v. ns nil ty ( f manifesting the greatest disrespect towards his 
( '"miniiii.iiiig Ci'ii.-i:,'!-. and contempt of all military order and sub- 
ordination. 

Lieutenant admits in his defence, that the man, on his 

retm-n to him from the Commanding Officer of the regiment, ex- 
pressed the ii!ino.-t npprohr:u=-’ V': ct tent, when he saw 

the money that was due to ! • ■: : ■ ■■ : s ' -'v s i r’""'pr*r'^d to 

beat him lying on the same table, and therefore i ' ■ i 

he offers for having given him the second gentle beating (as he 
calls it) which .divided the poor man’s^ ear, by declaring that he did 
not otherwise intend to have made use of the stick, but that it only 
proceeded from his having been irritated to a violent degree by 
Perseram’s abusiug him in Malabar, a langmage in which probably 

Lieutenant is no gC' ;:! ought to have appeared too 

ridiculous to have had .•.■liv wi-ighi the Comd Martial. 

The Commander-in-Chief trusts that there are very few officers 
either in the King’s or Company’s service, who are capable of com- 
mitting acts of the above jiature, which he considers as partaking 
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botli of ferocity and injustice, and no less unworthy of the manners 
of gentlemen than disgraceful to the characters of oiEcers ; and ho 

warns Lieutenant , that if he should persevere in the shameful 

practice of beating his creditors instead of paying them, he shall 
not on a future occasion escajpe the punishment that such conduct 
deserves. 

Lord Cornwallis directs that the Commanding Officer of the 
regiment shall see that the original debt is paid, and that ten 

pagodas shall be deducted from Lieutenant ’s gratuity, to be 

given to Perseram, as a small compensation for the barbarous treat- 
ment that he has received. 

It has given the Commander-in-Chief great pain to be obliged 
to pass so severe a censure on the conduct of the above General 
Court Martial, many of the members being, to his own personal 
knowledge, men of most respectable characters. 

He is persuaded that the sentences could only have proceeded 
from mistaken ideas of lenity ; and he therefore desires that not 
only those Members, but also that all other Officers who may here- 
after compose General Courts Martial, wiU recollect when they take 
their seats as Judges, that true humanity consists, not in screening 
the guilty, but in protecting the innocent, and redressing the 
injured. 


Major-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received May 12, 1792.] 

My DEAR Lord, New Bui-lington Street, Nov. 25, 1791, 

. . . Our impatience and anxiety are at the utmost 
stretch, and though your Lordship’s last letters to the Ministry do 
not allow us to be so sanguine in our expectations of good news as 
we might otherwise have been, we do not however by any means 
give up_ the hopes of receiving the joyfid news of the capture of 
Seringa|)atam, and of yom* having reduced Tippoo to come into 
your own terms ; there are however unpleasant reports cfrculating 
per via Prance, that your Lordship had been obliged to give up all 
thoughts of attacking Seringapatam, as the rains had set in earlier 
than were expected, and that you had retired to Bangalore. I do 
not find that much credit is given to this account, as no one can 
tell with certainty from whfd rjunrtcr it comes. 

The whole town at [•i-i.sijMt. is liikcii up uiiii liie urrival of the 
Duke and Duchess of 1 oiic; Fils lioyal IFighii('~.s went over in the 
sprhig to offer his services to the King of Prussia to act as volun- 
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teer with, the army in case the war had taken place against Austria 
and Eussia, who seemed determined at one time to refuse all me- 
diation in regard of their making j)eace with the Turks. But as 
both powers have thought better of it. His Eoyal Highness laid 
aside all thoughts of war, and with equal ardour -offered his services 
to the Princess Frederique, only daugl ■■ ■'»' rv- t K-ng by 

his first wife. I believe your Lordship ■ :■! -i i i seen 

her when you was at Berlin, she is little, but prettily made and 
very accomplished ; the match has been concluded in a very great 
liuny, insomuch that they have been obliged to have a second 
marriage ceremony per A-'T-'-rd P ’■■'■'Vi-if- r,t Queen’s ' house, as 
I beUeve the nuptials IIm-!! ■ before the JKing’s 

consent in form hj onr (JhanceUor could arrive at Berlin. 

You will be .^uipri.n-il to i.hat the King of Prussia has only 
given 13,000^. iliis lavouriic daughter, which, cojisidoj’ing tlie 
wretched state of our finances, is absolutely a nothing. I under- 
stand that Parliament mean to do handsomely it is proposed to 
give H. E. H. in addition to his present allowance of 12,000Z., 
25,000?., which with the emoluments of his regiment, wliich they 
reckon at 3000?., wiU make his income a clear 40,000?. exclusive 
of Osnaburgh, This sum would and should be sufficient to enable 
us with economy to live as a Prince, but unfortunately our debts, 
if they are not cleared, will prove such an incumbrance, that I do 
not see how we shall be able to hold our heads above water. In 
short, my dear Lord, c’est une mer h boire, and we must make what 
sail we can. As to any political news, I have scarce any to com- 
municate. The French affairs are stiU in gTeat confusion, notwith- 
standing that they have got the King not only to accept the new 
constitution, but to make it His voluntary act and deed ; in the 
mean time the Princes remain absent, and do not seem inclined to 
pay any obedience to His Maicsty’s late peremptory injunction to 
retmm to their native i it is to cml God only knows ; 

there is hardly any money in circulation, and the taxes not forth- 
coming, all or great part of their West India islands in a state of 
rebellion and warfare, and many plantations totally destroyed. 

The rest of F.i..'- : : ' * i.clined to remain in peace and quiet, 

and I hope ‘ ' ' ' i- : ;■■ ■ - you (if it ever does on the other side 

of the water), that you will have concluded a firm and lasting 
peace tliroughout all our Asiatic pos.-cs-i'nis : I need not say how 
happy such a piece of news would is-nlo,, ilio whole nation, and it 
would be an additional pleasure to your friends by giving them 

1 Parliament voted, March 7, 1792, 18,U00/. additional income to the Dake of York, and 
8000^. jointure to the Duchess. 
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hopes of seeing you soon amongst ns, and for which event no one 
waits mth greater anxiety and impatience than 

Yours ever, most affectionately, 

E. a. 


Eael Coenwallis to the Eight Hon. Heney Dundas. 

[Private.] 

DbAE Sir, Madras, June 18, 1792. 

I have now been about three weehs at this Presidency, and 
P j . :1-1 T ].-■ t'. t you that the situation of this great and 
!■ much to my satisfaction; but I must 

confess that I do not observe any material improvement that has 
been made, and that I see no flattering prospect. 

Sir Charles Oakeley, though not a very capable man, is I 
believe the best of aU the Civil servants of ttds establishment that 
could have been selected to fill the station of Governor, and yet 
you may be assured that he never will possess sufficient authority, 
or make any radical reform. 

It is very difficult for a man to divest himself of the prejudices 
which the habits of twenty years have confii’med, and to govern 
people who have lived with him so long on a footing of equality. 
But the Company’s servants have still greater obstacles to en- 
counter when they become Governors, for the wretched policy of 
lln; Cv'iVnpjiiiy has, till the late alterations took place in Bengal, in- 
^iU■iill)ly (Irivc!) aU their servants to the alternative of starving or 
of taking what was not their own ; and although some have been 
infinitely less guilty in this respect than others, the world will not 
tamely submit to be reformed by those who have practised it in 
the smallest degree. 

It is not the intention of this letter to enter into the defects of 
the system that prevails from Ganjam to Cape Comorin, but I 
shall only repeat what I have so often said, as being the most im- 
portant point of aU, that unless you can find good Governors no 
system whatever can succeed. A man of upright intentions, with 
ability and application, that would undertake this Government for 
six or seven years, might do great things for the pubHc and save a 
considerable fortune for himself. If you cannot tempt such a man 
V. ij ii lhi;'e I have no effectual remedy to propose. 

\Nlii!!, i iiiivo Siiid about Governors is equally nj'.|)lii-iible fo 
Bombay, and still more to the Supreme Government, wiiicii Iiopi: 
never again to sckj in the hands of a Company’s servant. 

I enclose an extract of a letter which Ross received lately from 
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one of the most able and most honourable men in Bengal, who 
never was spoken to upon the subject, but who was led to tiun his 
thoughts to it from the observ^ons he had made on the conduct 
of the Council during my absence. As his opinion coincides per- 
fectly with my own, and as he cannot have a private interest in 
cfrcumscribing the limits of promotion for the Company’s servants, 
it must give additional weight to what I have said. 

I have purposely confined myself in this letter to the subject 
of Governors, and have given you opinions that you will perceive 
nro nrottv froo, nrid to be perfectly confi- 

doni iill b'.,'{,’.V(‘01l lis; ;.:i oiv. \ :■ iii'g Mr. Pitt. . . . 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Extract of a Let'ter to Lieut.-Colonel Ross, from Bengal. 

Dated May 27, 1792. 

I am very sensible how great a private sacrifice his Lordship 
lias made by determining to continue in this country until the 
arrival of a successor from England, but as far as the public good 
is concerned it has afforded me the sincerest joy. It will insure to 
this country a long continuance of external tranquillity and in- 
ternal prosperity. By remaining some time longer he wiU not 
only be able to give strength and durability to the happy political 
security in which we now seem to be placed, but also to insure the 
internal prosperity of the British possessions by completing his 
various arrangements both in Bengal and at the other Presidencies. 
These grand objects certainly could not have been so fully accom- 
plished had his Lordsliip resolved to depart for Europe shortly 
after his return to Bengal, even supposing a successor to have 
arrived. As for leaving the Government in interim hands, it 
appears to me that it would have been attended with the most 
ruinous consequences. Matters have gone on quietly and con- 
formably to the established regulations during the time he has been 
upon the coast, because, as it was known he would return, his in- 
fluence has operated as powerfully as if he had been present upon 
the spot ; but there are numerous animosities and jealousies sub- 
sisting, which would burst forth immediately were that restraining 
influence to be entirely withdrawn, and no other sufSciently power- 
ful to be substituted in its place. Such is human nature that it 
does not readily brook the authority of persons suddenly raised 
from the level of their equals and invested with the reins of 
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power, especially if in tlie management of tliem they are influenced 
by passion and caprice. In such cases, indi^dduals are too often 
apt to sacrifice the public intm-est without remorse to gratify 
private resentment, and by that means give rise to the most serious 
disorders. The Company’s servants are certainly the most fit 
persons for Members of Council, but from whatT have seen since 
his Lordship’s departure, I am convinced that it could never answer 
to appoint any of them to the Government. Such is the present 
temper of the British part of the community in India, that it 
appears to me that nobody but a person who has never been in the 
service, and who is entirely unconnected with the individuals who 
compose it, who is of a rank far surpassing his associates in the 
Government, and has the full support of the Ministry at home, can 
be competent to govci-u »>rir |:o->!-~ion> with fhaf, energy and vigour 
which is essential to oi:r I'ofliica! .^ai'eiy and inl!,-i-n!il prosperity. 


Eael Cornwallis to Viscount Beome. 

My DBABEST Charles, , Madras, July 10, 1792. 

I have received your letters as late as the 31st of January, 
giving an account of your leavingJEton, your expedition into Siif- 
folkj &c. &c., and I am glad you speak so stoutly about Eye. If 
you and I were there together, we should soon set all matters quite 
right. I shall not now, I am afraid, receive letters from you so fre- 
quently as before, which gives me great concern, for you are one 
of the pleasantest of my correspondents. If however you are well 
and happy where you are, I shall be perfectly satisfied. 

I am going in a few days to Bengal, where I sincerely hope I 
shall only stay sis months. It depends, as I believe I have akeady 
told you, upon the arrival of my successor, and you will hear of his 
leaving England from the Bishop. 

Adieu, my dearest Charles. That every blessing may attend 
you is the sincere and earnest prayer of 

Your most affectionate father, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Bear Sir, . , Madras, July 17, 1792. 

I have at length settled everything with the Nabob, and I 
believe in the best manner that it could have been done, unless we 
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had kept possession of the country ; but that point conld only have 
been carried by force, without the least shadow of reason or justice, 
and consequently was not to be attempted. 

You will see all the circumstances resjjecting the new treaty 
amply detailed in my public letter, and I have only to add that 
the Nabob expressed an earnest desire that the whole of the accounts 
between himself and the Company should be adjusted under my 
direction, and promised, if I consent to this, to withdraw immedi- 
ately the suit that he instituted at the recommendation of Mr. 
Macpherson in England. In order to terminate this disagreeable 
business, and to prevent future quarrels, I have undertaken the 
troublesome task. . . . 

William Burke has determined to go home, and has requested 
that I would mention him favourably to you. I do not however, 
when I deshe you to be civil to him, advise you to follow General 
Conway’s ^ example, and appoint Mm Under-Secretary of State. 

Maitland and Eox could not have read my letter to the Nizam, 
when they represented it as the cause of the w^ar, or an evasion of 
the Act of Parliament. It was certainly the duty of the Supreme 
Government to explain to Ms Highness, when he required it, what 
they conceived to be the purport of the conditions of the treaty 
concluded with him in 1768. 

I shall embark to-morrow for Bengal, from whence I hope to 
send you a good account of the state of our aifairs by the Ganges 
Indiaman, which will be despatched next month. I hear the eight 
per cent, certificates bear a discount only of tw^o per cent. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Right Hox. Hehry Dundas to the Bishop op Lichfield and Coventry. 


My BoED, WimWedon, July 30, 1792. 

It is the wish of His Majesty m the most public manner to 
TVTovV Li'is of the couduct of Lord CornwaUis, and with 

i '.. ■■ ■ . i- io promote Mm immediately to the honour of 

a ]\[arquisate. I take it for granted there can be no objection to 


^ Field-Marshal Rt. Hon. Henry Conway, 
Colonel of the Blues, son of Francis, Isfc 
Lord Conway, h. 1720, d. July 9, 1796, 
m. Dec. 19, 1747, Caroline, dau. of John, 
4th Duke of Argyle, and widow of Charles, 
o. 1 T7I 1 f . -1 1 ^ Groom of the Bed- 

April, 1764, when he 
was dismissed for his vote about General 
WAiTants; Secretary of State from July, 


1765 to Jan. 1768 ; and Commander-in- 
Chief from March, 1782, to Dec. 1783 ; M.P. 
for Higham Ferrers, Penryn, St. Mawes, 
Thetford, and Bury St. Edmunds, from Dec. 
1741 to March, 17S I ; and in Ireland, for the 
county of Antrim, from 1741 to 1768, He 
had seen some service, and had been second 
in- command to Lord Granby in Germany. 
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its being done withont the delay of a direct communication with 
Lord Cornwallis hims elf, but I thought it right to state the matter 
to your Lordship, in order to ha^e iho Uiiiciir i-!.’ your information, 
that I may lay it before His Ma-jesty. 

I have the lionom- to be, with great respect, your Lordship’s 
most obedient and grateful servant, 

Henry Dundas. 


Major-General Geenvelle to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Kccdved Aug. 14, 1792.] 

My dear Lord, New Burlington Street, Feb. 28, 1792. 

. . . I have however the satisfaction to be able to assure 
you that these labours are not overlooked or forgotten by the true 
friends to this country; and yom: Lord'hip’s {■liiii’.-iidoi', bolh civn 
and military, is too well established to I'lo .'■iiiiiilc'i dcpivrlii- 
tion Jfrom the misreiiresentations and extravagant reports of Messrs. 
H[ippesle]y and Co. I have not words sufficiently strong to do 
jjustice to the sentiments of friendship and real esteem, which I have 
frequently heard both from Mr. Pitt and Lord G-renville in regard 
to your Lordship. Your cause, and defence if necessary, cannot be 
placed in better hands. I must likewise do the Duke of York the 
justice to say, that, though upon almost all other points H. E. H. 
sides with tlie Opposition party, he differs very strongly with them 
in their Asiatic politics, and has assured me that he is determined 
to attend and to vote in favour of your Lordship, in case any motion 
should be made in the House of Lords, any ways tending to censure 
or to criminate yom’ conduct regarding the measures which you 
have thought projier to pm’sue upon the subject of the war with 
Tippoo. 

The Turks and Eussians have concluded a peace, not quite 
according to the terms at first proposed through our mediation, 
thanks to a certain set of men ^ who put every obstacle in the way 
to embarrass, the measures of Administration, and who have so far 
succeeded. Peace however is at present established, and likely to 
remahx all over the Continent. Prance still continues in the same 
state of anarchy and confusion, God knows how it is to end. . . . 

Believe me ever yours most affectionately, 

E. G. 

1 Mr. Fox and the whole Whig party ex- out success, in support of the Empress 
erted themselves to the utmost, and not with- Catherine. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to Sir C. W. Malet, Bart, 

Sir, Port William, Aug. 20, 1792. 

Altlioiigli there seems at present no reason to apprehend 
that Tippoo will for a considerable period be dispo.sed to come to a 
niptime with any of the members of tlie late Confederacy, yet, as 
it is of great importance for preserving our reputation for good 
faith, as well as for the general interests of the British nation, that 
the grounds should be clearly explained on which the Allies can, 
in consequence of the Idth and 15th articles of the treaties of 
alh'ance that were fonned at the commencement of the war, 
demand assistance and support from each other against any hostile 
attempt of their late common enemy, I look upon it as proper and 
desirable that the treaty of irnoTanteo, whicli they are bound to 
enter into, should vii! I all cciiveincnf (li‘.'p!i(i-.h be put into a dis- 
tinct form, and I liicivibnr wi.-!i dial vuii sliould take an early 
opportunity to confer fully with the Minister upon tliis subject. 

Every consideration, will induce me to examine and discuss any 
IjTOjiosition.s that may be made by luin in the mo.st amicable manner, 
but the greatest care must be taken that no vague or ambiguous 
r-ry.! he admitted into tliis new instrument, and that the 

■■ ■' !■ in no shape go beyond the spirit of the article 
upon wliich they will be founded. 

I shall defer entering much into detail until you can inform me 
of Nana’s sentiments and expectations, but it is proper that you 
should be acquainted with my ideas of the general principles which 
should form the basis of the agreement. 

The Allies are bound to guarantee against Tippoo the territories 
that each of them might possess at the conclusion of the war, but 
it must always be adverted to that the stipulation is merely defen- 
sive, and cannot operate unless Tijipoo should attack either of them 
without just provocation. 

It must therefore be clearly expressed in the treaty of guarantee, 
that in case any difference should arise between one of the latter 
and Tippoo, the other Allies are to have a right to expect that the 
nature and circumstances of such difference shall be fully com- 
municated to them, in order that they may give their opinion and 
advice, and endeavour to settle it by a temperate negotiation, and 
that they shall not be considered as bound to take up arms in his 
favour, until they are convinced that he has justice on his side, and* 
aU means of conciliation shall have proved fruitless. 

Should a rupture become imavoidable, the interest and safety of 
the contracting Powers will be so evidently and deeply involved in 
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tlie event, that it tvouM be highly injudicious in them to limit 
their exertions in endeavouring to bring it to a speedy and honom-- 
able conclusion, and it must ron'orjUrntly ho stipulated that the 
vhole force of each State is to !«■ i-nij-lnycil i,if that purpose. 

The distress and danger of the party that may be attacked being 
entitled to the greatest attention from the other members of the 
Alliance, it ought to be understood and settled that, whilst no time 
should be lost in jneparing then.’ whole force to take the field, every 
immediate assistance that may be practicable should be aiforded 
with such troops as may be in actual readiness for service. 

The above are the fair principles for the treaty of guarantee, 
and to render any further treaty imnecessary, in the event that 
Tippoo’s conduct should again force us into hostilities during the 
existence of the guarantee, it may be proper to insert in it, that a 
general plan of t)poration.s for the confederate forces is to be con- 
certed as soon as possible alter a rupture becomes certain, and that 
conformable to the terms of the alliance that was made at the 
commencement of last war, were if any of the parties shall enter 
into separate negotiations, but that (under the exclusion of nm’ea- 
sonable objections) all measures for concluding a peace shall be 
conducted with the knowledge and approbation of the whole.^ 

You will communicate to 8ir J. Kennaway the particulars and 
result of your conferences upon tliis point, that you may act in 
entire conformity with efi,ch other. j am (^c. 

CORWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort wniiam, Aug. 26, 1792 . 

. . . The miserable situation of the northern Circars con- 
stituted one of those cases to wdiich some relief could not be refused, 
and the Members of the Board had accordingly, in the course of the 
last nine or ten months, sent them considerable supplies. But as 
the Oom] i:iuy’.5 servants in those districts have continued to-repre- 
seii!- lisiii. uiiic.-> a much more extensive aid can be furnished, the 
greatest part of the •wretched inliabitants must unavoidably perish, 
I have, I confess, more from the feelings of humanity than the 
rigid dictntrs of pvudovic-.''. Ijcon encouraged by the prospect which 
Jihe pi';:'"ul lu.ilds OUT to us of an uncommonly abundant 

I This lo+for i« cf'piH fro™, a V" — . ’ ■" . "■ sent 
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crop in Bengal, not only to propose that several of the Company’s 
sliips shall bo immediately despatched with cargoes of rice, but 
also that the eml)argo shall be so far taken olf, as to allow all the 
other vessels in the river that can give sufficient security for their 
going to the Circars only, to load likewise with grain, in order that 
no meiins in oiu- power may be left untried to save as many of these 
unfortunate people as may be practicable. . . . 

Tlie accounts of the death of Hyder Beg Khan had reached me 
at Madras, and, although it has .been a general maxim with me to 
avoid as much as possible all interference in the details of the 
Yizier’s Government, I was glad to find upon my arrival here, that 
his Excellency had been persuaded to show his respect for this 
Government by making only a temjiorary appoiiitinont of j)iinist(jj-s 
to conduct his affairs, until he could consult with me on a proper 
pennanent successor to his late Minister. 

Having long clearly seen that Hyder Beg’s talents for business 
were mucli superior to those of most m(3n of his religion in this 
country (who are, in general, indolent and dissipated), and having 
had reason to Ijelieve that he was sincerely desu’ous to cement the 
connexion between his Excellency and the Company, his death 
gave me much concern, and I regretted liim the more as I do not 
know any person that I could have, with j^ropriety, recommended 
to the Vizier to succeed him, who is nearly equal to him in 
abilities. . . . 

His Excellency had^ade a temporary nomination of Hussein 
Ileza Khan to act as the efficient Minister, and of Eajah Ticket 
Eoy to continue in the management of the revenue dopnrtmont ; 
and although Hussein Eeza does not possess all thi' (jUiihiiCiiiioii« 
that I could wish for a Minister, yet, as I have mi ( X'-ccdingiy 
good opinion both of his princix3les and of Ms disposition to promote 
cordiality between his Master and the Company, and T have great 
confidence in the experience and ability oi* tb'c Ec_i{!.li in. the line in 
■■ hi'-h .j.’. y 1. 1 did not ’see that a better choice could be 

■ ■■ : .. ■■■ ■ -i;. I signified to the Vizier my entire approba- 
tion of their being permanently appointed. . . . 

I lay my account with having occasion to combat much cliicano 
and evasion on the part of Tippoo, but I trust that I shah be able 
in the end to bring these points to a satisfactory adjustment. 

I have likewise been caEed upon, both by Tippoo and the 
Nizam, to interfere in exacting a full execution of some of 
articles of the late treaty : by the former, to jirocure the release 
of Budder-ul-Zamaun Khan and the possession of the district of 
Soondoor, which, he says, the Mahrattas have not yet restored to 
YOL.II. . N 
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liim, and hj the Nizam, to require of Tippoo the surrender of the 
fortress of Balhari, which he had still retained ; and I have little 
doubt that the representations wliich I have made to the Peshwa 
and to Tippoo will have the effect of removing all these different 
grounds of complaint. 

A number of Malnattas of different descriptions having pre- 
sumed on several occasions during the last twelve months, to 
behave with great disrespect both to the Eesident and the Court 
of Adawlut at Benares, I have thought it necessary to dhect Sh 
Charles hlalet and Major Palmer to signify my dissatisfaction on 
that head to the Couit of Poona and to Scindia, and to declare my 
determination to liunish in an exemplary manner, all persons (let 
their rank be what it may) who, during their visits in the Com- 
pany’s dominions, shall dare to disregard our laws and courts of 
justice, or to behave with impropriety towards any of the officers 
of this Government. 

I have also been obliged to write in strong terms to Scindia 
concerning some late insulting conduct of his Aumil at Broach 
towards our Eesident and factory, and a shocking murder that was 
committed by some Patan sepoys belonging to him, upon one of the 
Company’s sepoys at that jdace, and I am inclined to believe 
that both the Peshw'a and Scindia will be sufficiently disposed to 
make every reparation in their power for the injuries that I have 
mentioned. . . . 

I have iTpi'-rdr-dly .'xprr?«cd my highj^^ppinion of the gallant 
behaviour (-i' ilrr oidi-i-rs uud 'oldiiri:s who composed the army under 
my command in the late war, and whilst the officers who were par- 
ticularly attached to my family have, in common with the others, 
a strong claim upon their country for the most distinguished notice, 
I feel myself under personal obligations to them for the able and 
zealous assistance that they afforded me during the whole course 
of that service. . . . 

The Nabob of Arcot has sent me a copy of the instructions that 
he has transmitted to Ins agent in England, to withdraw the suit in 
Chancery wliich he had instituted against the Company, and I at 
the same time received two letters from liim, in one Of which he 
desires that some agreement may bo entered into for granting him 
remissions in seasons of drought, and in the other he brings forward 
a claim, which he never mentioned to me when I was at Madras, 
,^or a share of the countries that have been acquired from Tippoo 
by the late treaty of peace. 

Copies of these letters and of my answers to them, will be 
enclosed to you in the despatch from the Board, and I trust that 
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liis Higlmess will not again be persuaded to make such unreason- 
able propositions. . . . Ihave, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

P.S. Since I WTote the above letter I have received information 
from Sir John Kcnnaway, that Tippoo has delivered up the fort of 
Belhari to his Higlmess the Nizam. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, Calcutta, sept. s, 1792, 

I omitted to mention to you in the letter which I wrote a 

few days ago, that poor Captnin , who was formerly in my 

regiment, and was my iiidi-de-ciusiii in the beginning of the 
American war, had informed me that he was totally ruined and 
obliged to go with his wife to France, and entreated me in the 
strongest terms to endeavour to do something for him. Nothing 
could be more inconvenient to myself, and less likely to be useful 
to him, than my soliciting favours for him from hence, wliich I 
tried to ex^daiii to him in as good-natured and feeling a manner 
as I could, and as a Idnd of plaister, on the pretext that his first 
settling in France must have been expensive to him, I sent him a 
draft on Hoare for 1007 I did not think it fair to draw on 
my agent, as, from my regiment lieing gone to Ireland, I may have 

no money in liis hands, bcsid'-s, il is very probable that is 

indebted to him. 

You wiU judge from the savings of other years, that I must 
have been considerably out of pocket by the war, when I tell you 
that I spent 27,8607 (reckoning the current rupee at two shillings) 
between the 1st of December, 1790, and the 31st of July, 1792, 
besides the wine from England and two Arabian horses, for which 
I am to give English hunters. The immaculate * * * understood 
making war in India better, or he would not have paid off the 
mortgage on one estate in Scotland and bought another. 

Matters here are going on weU, Tippoo has made his first pay- 
ment of the second moiety of the crore and ten lacs, and everything 
promises quiet and prosperity. 

My love and best wishes to Mrs. Cornwallis and aU your 
family. j James, 

Your truly affectionate brother, 

Cornwallis, 

N 2 
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Maequis Cornwallis to Robert Morris,* Esq., Benares. 

Calcutta, Oct. 8, 1792. 

I Imve received your letter dated September lOtb. 

This Government has no right to interfere respecting the 
admission nr rejection of barristers who wish to practise in the 
Supreme Court id Judicature, the discretion upon that point being 
solely vested with the Judges. But I shall think it my duty to 
take measures for invcetignting the complaints wdiich you mention 
against Mr. Grand,- ilic .)Hd;.o- ofAdawii-i, at Patna. 

I am, &c,, 

CoumVALLlS. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Viscount Brome. 


My dearest Charles, Calcutta, oct. u, 1792, 

I have received your letter dated the 29th of March, but 
the Bishop sent me one that you had written to liim of the 17th of 
April, all giving the best accounts of yomr health, and saying that 
you were pretty well reconciled to Yverdun. You do not however 
mention the tront, wliich I remember I thought excellent. I am 
surprised that anybody there should recollect me, as it is above 
thiity-fom’ years since I passed a few days at that place, but I 
think it still more extraordinary that de Moguin QoloneP should be 
alive, as he was then an old man. 

I am very glad to learn that you like fencing ; it is a very 
wholesome exercise, strengthens the arms and forms the person. 
If you should have an opportunity, it would be desirable that you 
.should learn to ride, although I am not very fond of the great 


’ Robert Morris d. in India early in 1794. 
In 1782 he contracted, under A’ery disreput- 
able circumstances, a marriage with Frances 
Harford, a natural daughter of Frederick, 
hist Lord Ualtiir..-.!-. ".'ir;-;.- wr.s 
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saddle. You have never told me wliat sort of a proficient you are 
in dancing. If the picture that ]\Ir. Deane brought out is like 
you, I am convinced I should not Imow you, I am inclined to 
believe tliere must be some resemblance as I tliink it a little like 
your sister. How comical it would be if we were to meet tmex- 
peetedly aii<l not to know each other! 

I (-(mcliKki you allot some time for reading, and do not quite 
tlu’ow Latin and Greek books aside. You are likely, I am sorry 
to say, to live in troublesome times, and it is some comfort to a 
man to be able to speak his mind and defend his principles if he 
pleases. Adieu, my dearest boy; God -SjUkI ns a. iaippy and a 
speedy meeting. 

Believe me ever your most truly affectionate Father, 

COENWALLIS* 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henrv Dunpas. 

[Private.] 

DeAE SiE, Calcutta, Oct. 15, 1792. 

. . . I shall be very impatient for the arrival of the 

packet which I conclude you will have despatched in the course of 
last month, when I shall hope to hear that you have provided a 
good successor for my office, that you have got the better of 
the Assoclators and Eeformers, and that the Indian peace meets 
with thorough approbation. 

Yon will see by our letter to the Court of Directors, that I have 
had favom-able opportunities of sending persons into Nepaul and 
Assam ; and as I understand that the Rajah of Nepaul has just 
made peace with the Chinese, I am in good hopes that Kirkpatrick 
will open a communication with their chiefs, for whom he is pro- 
vided with letters and presents. 

I enclose, in the form of a minute, a rough outline of a plan for 
separating the judicial authority from the collection of the revenue, 
and for the improvement of the administration of justice, which, 
God knows, is much wanted. My reasons are so fuUy detailed in 
the Minute,^ and the Minute is so long, that it would be equally 
useless and unreasonable to repeat them in this letter. I know 
that it would have been more regular to have referred this business 
in the first instance to the Court of Directors, but a considerable 
time must have elapsed before my successor could have formed a 
clear comprehension of the nature of it, and yon might have felt 


See Appendix. 
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an nnwillingness to have imposed so delicate a task upon Hm early 
in liis administration. Mr. Pitt and yourself will therefore, I am 
sure, do mo the justice to believe that if I had not considered tliis 
measure to be of the utmost impor-tance for the honour of the 
British Government and for the futm-e prosperity of tliis country, 
I would not have undertaken the labour and responsibility of 
carrying it into execution. ... I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 



1 


Charles Grant, Esq., to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Nov. 6, 1792.] 

My LiOED London, May 24, 1792. 

I have been waiting thi-ough the whole of the shipping 
season, now brought to a close, for the period in which Mr. Dundas 
should be able to sit down to the final consideration of the revenue 
s}^stem of Bengal. It has not come ; I am persuaded from no 
want of inclination on his part, for he regards the subject noth 
ardour, but from the r:'.ulli]»’!icity and importance of the other 
pressing affairs in wl'kh lie h engegi.-tl ai this crisis. These have 
been such, that I have abstained from troubling him for some time 
past until yesterday, when I found my call upon him had just 
prevented a message he was sending me, and the import of this 
was to give me some instructions relative to the revenue papers, 
preparatory to my attending him for a week at Wimbledon, where 
he means to settle this great business, so as to transmit the public 
orders upon it by the packet intended to be despatched in July. 

I sincerely hope therefore, that yoim Lordship will stiU have 
the satisfaction of seeing the landed property of Bengal put on a 
permanent foothig before you leave that country ; for, from the 
whole tenor of Mr. Dundas’s discom'se with me, I cannot doubt 
that he means nd-pt yv’" T. id(;!is. 

The news I luive lu-.-n very satisfactory, and I 

think with great reason, though their proper effect was in some 
sort alleviated by a most audacious imposition that had just before 
been played off upon the Court of Directors and the Ministry, 
purporting the arrival of the Vestal frigate with advices of a 
decisive defeat of Tippoo and the fall of Seringapatam ; and such 
was the eager joy to embrace this intelligence, that it was given 
without suspicion to the public, and answered for a little the 
nefarT'U' r'ET..--.* .'iil .-r of gain or malice which the author may 
have i i!<, I r-;!. the view which the last genuine advices 
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presented, people now in general seem to be more apprehensive 
of peace, than of tlie issue of prosecuting the war ; but men 
of sober minds will entertain such a sentiment with very great 
admissions for cu'cumstances not within then knowledge or 
judgment. 

It may seem singular that with such hope of success as the 
temper I have now been mentioning indicates, the price of India 
Stock should be lower than at the beginning of the season, when 
many more difficulties lay in the way of that success, at any rate 
tlien more remote. But this is to be ascribed to other more 
general causes. The 3 per cents, which two months ago were at 
about par, are now at 88, and the same ]woportionate reduction 
has taken place in all the other funds. '’I'lio Imliini war has not 
contributed to, but I tliink rather retarded the faU. It is attri- 
buted chiefly to the wars and commotions on the Continent ; to 
the spirit of commotion which begins to show itself in several ways 
at home, by seditious writings, associations, and the lately-an- 
nounced prrijr r-t r.f iPnrlinmeutnry reform ; to the dissensions in the 
Cabinet wiibin i1m \i:\v days in the removal (actual or 

declared) of the Chancellor,^ with a repoid which I understand to 
bo, or at least to have been founded, of a summer camp at 
Hounslow ; and to all these has just been added a proclamation 
by His Majesty against seditious wTitings and associations. But 
to these public causes there has been a private one the effect of 
which has been considerable. From the very flourishing state 
of the nation, as described by Mr. Pitt' at the beginning of the 
session, and his declared intention of paying off the 4 per cents, 
the funds immediately rose ; and many speculators, thinldng this 
flood-tide long progressive, bought in upon time or with money 
borrowed on the secmity of stock, thus increasing the tide, but 
the war between France and Hungaiy breaking out in the mean 
time, with those unfavourable symptoms at home, the ebb began, 
and i iio-e spiMc.iliitors, afraid of waiting to the lowest of it, hastened 
to sa\'e I'i 1 1 . 111 '•elves, so that there has been a rout in the Stock 
Exchange ; and this fact ought, I imagine, to be regarded as 
operating considerably to the present 'depressed state of the funds, 
which after all can only be deemed tcm])ora'iy. With respect to 
our internal discontents, I humbly conceive that they spring cliiefly 
from licentiousness, and that even where the matter of complaint 
may be founded, the spirit that brings it forward is not good. The 




1 The Chancellor, Lord Thurlow, was dis- 
missed June, 1792, at the close of the ses- 
sion. He had repeatedly in the House of 
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Dissenters of Dr. Priestly ^ ’ r- abetted by many of 

that denomination who do ■. and the favourers of 

the Prencli Bevolutioii principles, have for some time been avowed 
malcontents ; there are others, men of moody tempers and deep 
aims, who, saying less at present, would probably prove dangerous 
instruments in case of any open disturbance ; but by far the 
greater part of the nation are firmly attached to our present 
establishment, wliich there is good reason to hoj)e will remain 
imassailed during this reign, — but in looldng beyond that, the 
prospect seems to be thought by many iincom:^~rtrl'^". Tt - 

certain that the conduct of some branches of V . b. ■ i 

given an unliapjjy edge to the writings of Paine and other pub- 
lications of that sort ; and had it not been for the liberties that 
parties have long taken with each other, and for the language 
of Opposition in particular, we should not now see Government 
itself comparatively so little reverenced. 

The aiTangements for the succession to the Bengal Government 
arc not, I believe, at all known here, though they probably will be 
to your Lordship. It has seemed to me sometimes that a tem- 
porary local choice would be adopted until your Lordship’s return 
to England. 

The debate ® on “ the seizure of the Carnatic,” as it is termed, 
was to have come on last night, but was postponed till next week, 
when also Mr. Dundas opens his India budget. 

I have the honour to remain, &c., 

Chaeles Geant. 


Maequis Cornwallis to this Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 


[Paivate.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 10, 1792. 

I received your letter dated the 24th of May, in which you 
promise to tliink seriously of finding a successor to this Govern- 
ment. I am well aware that it will be a most difficult task, and 
shall therefore make every reasonable allowance for delay, and 
Avait patiently for his arrival. 

Our doim.-stic affairs go on as quietly and as prosjierously as we 
could Avish; the ceded country on the Madras side (thanks I 

■* .' ■ ■ ■ I'C-v.'-jr. P‘.o ■l-.;.,- i f ll!> letter and the close 


Lu vviiieH eouaiiy ne uaa nea in 
1794; TO. a dau. of — ■ Wilkinson, Esq., 
1762. 

- No debate about the Carnatic took place 


<;: !!.■ ' Ti.e Ihi:' India budget was 

brought forward June 5, when Mr. Prancis 
made a idolent speech on Indian affairs in 
general. The prorogation took place a few 
days after. 
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believe, to my military collectors) turns out miicli more productive 
tlian we expected, and tlie Madras Government have been suc- 
cessful in recovering the valuable manufactures of Salem, of 
which the Company have been so many years deprived, and which, 
under the discouragement 8ho\ra by Tippoo towards all goods 
that were calculated for the European market, was almost entirely 
lost. . . . 

The situation of politics at Poona (although it cannot I think 
ultimately much aifect us) is not altogether so pleasing. Scindia 
seems to have had ability and art enough to get the better even of 
the Brahmin cunning, and to obtain the favour and confidence of 
the young Peshwa,^ so that there appears to be at least a proba- 
bility th:' (. TTnriy Punt, and their adherents must soon be 

obliged io r.-i:i;i-. Ir i< reported that the partisans of the different 
factions are assembling their forces in the neighbourhood of Poona, 
but the respectable army that Scindia has with him, and the 
success of his General against ITolkar in TIindostan, joined to the 
natural timidity of Nana’s character, give the former great advan- 
tage if they should have recourse to the decision of the sword. 

However I may personally lament the fall of Nana Purnavese, 
with whom I have so long and so successfully transacted the busi- 
ness of our respective states, I shall not on that account forget the 
advantage which we derive from being connected with the Poona 
Government, or neglect to cultivate the friendship of the new 
Administration, -who will, I dare say, be sufficiently anxious to 
secure our countenance and support. 

Tippoo is no doubt in hopes to derive some benefit from the 
distracted state of the Marattas, and he has not yet sent the first 
khist either to them or to the Nizam. But as he cannot hope 
to recover the young hostages without making good all his 
pnymonts, unless some serious difference should arise between 
I lie confcieiui!: Powers, I trust that when matters are settled at 
Poona, and he sees no jmospect of creating disunion amongst us, 
his d(ihi,sis'e h()i)cs will vanish, and he will lose no time in fulfilling 
the terms of the treaty. In the mean time, that we may afford no 
cause of jealousy, I have directed Sir Charles Oakeley, in the 
event of Tippoo’s offering us a second khist, to decKne the accept- 
ance of it until he hears that the first khist has been paid to our 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

1 Nana Furnavese endeavoured, but in Ib.v-jF with Sindia’s manners 

vain, to check personal communication l»e- -.i:.! j-.; i give up the conhdence 

tween Sindia and Mahdoo Kuo. The latter, he felt in his Minister. 
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P.S. As Mr. Francis, or some such candid person, may repre- 
sent our interference in the affairs of Assam as a continuation of 
our spirit of amhition and conquest, and as a cruel interruption of 
the tranquillity which that happy nation has hitherto enjoyed, I 
send you a copy of a letter which I have received from Captain 
Welslid containing a plain narrative of what has passed, and of 
the state of the country as for as it has come to his knowledge. 

Our information respecting Assam is as yet too imperfect to 
enable us to send a satisfactory account in a public letter to the 
Court of Directors, but I hope to be able to WTite fully on the sub- 
ject in the course of next month. 

■Welsh is an honourable and worthy fellow, and will do no 
wrong. 

The letter from Captain Welsh is long and not worth inserting. 
The substance of it is to describe the wuetched state of the country, 
torn to i)ieces by contending factions, which gave full scope to the 
horrors which barbarians always inflict upon the inhabitants of the 
state which is the sceno of theh struggles for power. 


MaEQUIS COENWALLIS TO CaI’TAIX WeLSH. 

Sir, Fort William, Dec. 28, 1792. 

Having seriously reflected on the situation of the Assam " 
Government, of which we have till now been totally ignorant, I 
do not see how we can reconcile it to any principle of justice or 
humanity, to establish by force the authority of the wuetched Eajah 
and his worthless and cruel ministers in that country. 

It w'as no doubt incumbent upon u& to endeavour to prevent our 
own subjects from continuing to commit the horrid outrages and 
excesses which they have lately practised in Assam, and it was 
principally with that view that the measm’e of sending you to the 
Eajah was adopted. 

drivea from his throne. Bharat Sougha, 
I, -T... ’ ■ of the rebels, 

. . ■ ■ threw him- 

^ ■ , Cornwallis, 


■ . ' ^ . Assam, Bara 

Gokaing, one of the principal chici’s, made 
himself practic.-ilir masrer ofTlic wl'.()Jii coin:- 
try, though only “iiomii.ally Prime Ministi.r. 
lie put Bhar.'it Songha to (ieatit in ! 79i), aiul 
Oanriiiath, who had becouie a mere cyidier, 
did not long survive. 


* Colonel Thomas Welsh, d. April 11, 
1822. 

* The Assamese were a most warlike na- 
tion, and had for a length of time success- 
fully resisted all foreign invaders. Even 
Aurungzebe had failed. They never pros- 


repres.sed wi- 
Gaurinath, 


TTo, liie tiien sovereign, 
. obnoxious to his people 
... which ha 




ar,;; 



1792. 


DISORDERS m ASSAM. 


. 187 


At tlie same time however, whilst it was hoped by this Govern- 
ment tlmt the character with wliich yon was invested, and the force 
that attended yon, wmdd awe the Bengal Biirkandasses, and induce 
them to desist from tlieir depredations and return to their own 
country, it was likewise expected that you might be able l^y friendly 
mediation to reconcile the contending parties and relieve the mise- 
ries of that distracted state. 

I mentioned in a former letter my readiness, on certain condi- 
tions, to acknowledge Ivistnarain in the Eaje of Deringh but the 
whole country of Assam see:- - I * 1, ■ - ■ c""v”^=;3d, that 

I doubt much whether an ■■■■:;'■ h '-i ■; ■= alone, 

would restore order and tranquillity. I wish, therefore, that you 
would invite him and the Bergc Rajah,® and all the Chiefs who have 
any power or followers, to meet you, in order to concert the best 
means to prevent the country from being totally ruined, assuring 
them that it is not the wish of our Government to subdue any part 
of Assam, and that tin - •ibj-.-.-f-i .-.f your deputation were only to free 
the country from the nmig-d j>!r.:i'i< r<.r-, and to endeavour to com- 
pose the civil feuds in Assam by the amicable interposition of our 
good offices. 

I cannot at present teU, nor perhaps may you have yet been 
able to judge, wBat stipulations it would be proper to make in 
favour of »Sm’ga Deo,® but at all events, he must previously be 
required to dismiss the muiisters, whose misconduct and treachery 
have brought upon him the misfortunes which he at present suffers. 

I am, &c., 

COENIVALLIS. 

' U.-. i;;.;'' . .<’• >- or.i tho rtrft Guarinnth %ras then the Raja. 

i. II . I . :^«v. The 

- I :■ i’.a'.i !.’ iv:, :i ;:!'.ir; h, ■(•■iii: -v <i.v r-.a-h ;i <>:' -.•k- i.:' 
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CHAPTEE XV. 

Britisk niiasion to Nepaiil — Declaration of war with France — Final Regulations 
respecting the Laud Settlement — State of the Eevenne under previous 
(Jovoruors — Comparative advantages of a decennial and a permanent settle- 
ment — Judicial Regulations — European principles applied to the Criminal 
law — Ohstacles to the due administration of justice — Police Regulations — 
Lord Cornwallis proceeds to Madras — Sails thence for England, 

Variods attempts had been made to open commercial intercom-se 
with Xepaiih but they had all failed. At length a dispute having 
arisen between tin- Xopaul. -o ;ind the Lama of Thibet, the latter, 
whose troops had r.rpiil>-;.i, called in the Chinese, who before 
long advanced to tvithin a short distance of Catmandoo, The 
Nepaulese then invoked British military assistance, which Lord 
Cornwalhs declined affording, bnt tendered his good offices to 
reconcile the two hostile powers. Before, however, any rej^ly could 
be given, the Nepaulese made pea-,.', iad un favourable terms, with 
China. But the British ciar.y, rapiaiii TCrh"! . s still 

requested to visit N-:y.-. the Ea! ■ ..■> v «' 'e',;. from 
whence he procee(,- i . . , the capital of the country. 

The mission left Calcutta in September, 1792 ; but did not enter 
the Nepaul country till January, 1793. They returned in the 
beginning of Blarcli, liaving been received with great cordiality by 
the Eaja, his uncle the Eegent, and aU the mitlror’ities of the 
state, but no immediate benefit arose from tliis visit. 

The idea of the British Government assisting the Nepaulese 
had excited considerable alarm in Thibet. In July, 1792, a letter 
was addressed by the Lama to Lord Cornwallis, which no one in 
Calcutta could translate, or even read the character. It was accom- 
panied by a paper in Persian, supposed to be, as it afterwards 
proved, a translation of the inclosure. A reply was returned by 
Lord Cornwalhs in October, stating his readiness to interfere in 
an amicable manner between the contending particis, adding that 
Captain Kirkpatrick would soon proceed to Nepaul. Cojiies of this 
letter, mutatis mutandis, were sent to the Delai Lama, Teshoo Lama, 
the Chinese Vizier, and the Eaja of Teshoo Lumboo, but no further 
communications were received. 

The early history of Nepaul is very obscure. Tradition gives a 
long nominal list of rulers : the accuracy of the statement may be 



1793, 


SETTLEMENT OP LAND REVENUE. 


189 


jiiflged of by one fact ; seven arc said to bave reigned upwards of 
eighty years each, and forty-five more upwards of fifty each. When 
tlio transactions above mentioned took place, the reigning dynasty 
was called Goorklia. Ean Behauder Shah,^ born in 1774, was on 
tlie throne, but liis uncle Behauder Shah was Regent, and seemed 
to exercise the principal authority. The limits of their territories, 
whicli late acquisitions had largely increased, appear to have been 
nearly conterminous with those now existing. At one time the 
Nepaule>v pi>--< >.-.;d cc.mplete independence, but after the close of 
the war uiili 'i'iiib'iM h.-y acknowledged the Emperor of China as 
their lord paramount. 

The events which occurred in 1793, previous to the departure 
of Lord Cornwallis from India, were few, and generally of no 
importance. Indeed, the declaration of war with France was almost 
the only incident which interfered with the routine business of the 
country. Lord CornwaUis hastened to Madras as soon as he heard 
that hostilities had commenced, but they had already been ter- 
minated by the capture of Pondicherry, almost without resistance. 
He did not return to Bengal, but sailed from Madras to England 
in October, 1793. 

In the early part of the year, besides opening a communication 
with Nepaul, he had revised his opinion about the Tanjore succes- 
sion, and had endeavoured to press upon Tippoo the necessity of an 
honouralde and peaceful conduct. But the great subject which 
engaged his attention, was the promulgation of the regulations 
respecting the land settlement, llu.- judici:d cstalilishmonts, and the 
police of the country ; all of wliicli, h.-udrig ifcijn st-vural years under 
discussion, were now finally completed. 

Of these the first, by far the most important, was the one 
to which he had devoted most time and labour. His attention 
had been called to it before he left England, and so anxious was he 
to arrive at a proper conclusion, that he had delayed till now to 
issue the final regulations. In the mean time he had continued to 
make annual settlements, which were avowedly only provisional. 

Almost univer.«nlly in the East, and nowhere more generally 
than iii irii!iiii'!;iii, iVom the Himalaya to Cape Comorin, (except 
in a few districts, such as Canara,) the soil is held to be vested in 
the Sovereign, who allots to the inliabitants such portions as he 
may think advisable, clogged with any conditions he may choose to 
impose. Such at least is the opinion of a large majority of the 
most competent judges, theugh Colonel Wilks and some others 
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take a different view.* Under what tenure the occupiers held is a 
problem oven more difficult to solve. In fact, it is evident that 
the laws and usages in force in one province were often totally 
unknown in another. 

In 1765, the Nabob of Bengal made the Company his Dewan. 
The collection of the revenue in the Bengal, 

Bahar, and Orissa, to which districts alone- ■ ■!■ ■ ■■■■..■.■ obser- 

vations are intended to apply, was entrusted solely to their hands. 
Of course they at &st adopted the system they found existing, and 
under which the produce of the land was divided in about equal 
proportions between the Government and the occupier, whether 
head or subordinate. Out of the Government share, about one- 
tenth came to the Zemindar. The village authorities, the mokud- 
diras, and the patwari, were paid by the cultivator. The canongoe 
also received a salary, or an allotment of land. To this latter 
officer, or to one of his gomeshtas, was entrusted the charge of 
inspecting the accounts of the patwari, and he was to report 
upon the quantity of land in cultivation, the nature of the pro- 
duce, the amounts of rent paid, and any other circumstances which 
could enable the Government to make a proper assessment. A 
certain number of villages formed a Pergunnah, Several per- 
guimahs, amounting in size to one or two large English counties, 
were called a Circar. Two or three circars formed the last grand 
division, a Soubah. Bengal was one of these Soubahs ; Bahar 
and part of Orissa formed another. 

The Zemindaries were sometimes of great extent. Burdwan, 
Khurukpoor, and Beerbhoom, each contained nearly 4000 square 
miles — upwards of 2,500,000 acres. Under such Zemindars, who 
somewhat resembled great feudatories, were many smaller but 
almost mde23endent holders of land : but the very large majority 
of Zemindaries were far inferior in size to those above mentioned. 
Subordinate to the Zemindars were Talookdars, and Ryots, the 
actual tdlers of the sod. Amid these various clashing interests, when 
every one was desirous of obtaining as much as possible for himself, 
without regard to the means, it cannot be matter of surprise that 
oppression existed in every form, and that when the Government 
did obtain the sum due to them, it was almost universally only a 
portion of the amount r-xactod from the landholdors. At first it 
was not thought advisabio lo oniniiii ilu' coMvh'.-uou of the revenue 
to Europeans, and though in 1766 Lord Clive, then President of 

* the land, but that tlic Wogiil ('.stfililisliPii the 

■ ; ■ - . , . . ■ Moslem law, whieh then hecaino giriieral, 

' ■ . ■ .. th.nt the soil belonged to the state. 
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the Goimcil, took his seat as Dewan in concert with the Nawah who 
sat as Nazim, he left all the details in the hands of native col- 
lectors, who under various names remained in authority. 

The energy of Lord Clive enforced an nppoarnnce at least of 
justice and moderation, and he returned to (..Vih-ntta for the third 
time, solely with the view of remedying the evils caused by the 
corrupt and weak conduct of preceding Governors. “ I do declare,” 
ho said in a private letter, ‘‘by that great Being who is the 
searcher of all hearts, and to whom we must be accountable, if there 
be an hereafter, that I am come out with a mind superior to all 
corruption, and that I am determined to destroy those great and 
growing evils, or perish in the attempt.” Before such a man, the 
spirit of every native quailed, and when they saw him boldly 
encounter and defeat th'' r»r»n«p’i'f>^y whim'll had been formed 
against him by a large i. Company’s European 
Officers, they felt quite cen d. • • . \ ;■ pardon any violation 

of the rules he had laid down for the honest collection of the 
revenue. But to him succeeded men, as had if not worse than 
his predecessors. The abuses he had suppressed began to revive, 
and the Coint of Directors, compelled to take some steps, nomi- 
nated in 17d9 supr-rvism’s to overlook the immediate collectors. 
Inl77". Ciiii:icii>. (■.. v.hom considerable powers wnre entrusted, 
were established at Moorshadabad and Patna. Their inquiries 
brought to light a mass of iniquity. They stated that the Nazims 
exacted what they could from the Zemindars and great farmers of 
the revenue, to whom they left full liberty to phiudv''r to any 
extent, subject however to be in their turn pliiinh-rcvl, \\1 h,,'ti they 
had enriched themselves sufficiently to make their spoil valuable. 
Thus the whole system resolved itself into habitual extortion and 
injustice on the i^art of the officers of Government, with the neces- 
sary concomitants —habitual evasion and concealment on the part 
of the cultivators, involving a serious loss of revenue. 

In 1772, Mr. Hastings was appointed Governor-General of 
Bengal. The Company, by his advice, dcrcriTniniv.l to collect the 
revenue tlirough the agency of their own servants. The President 
and his Council were to become, for revenue matters, a new 
department, under the title of the Board of Eevenue, with proper 
ollieca-s ii,ttach(?d. The Khalsa, or Exchequer, was removed from 
Moorshadabad to Calcutta, the supervisors w'ere made collectors, 
and four Members of Council w^ere sent into the provinces, to 
institute the necessary inquiries, before an assessment, to last for 
five years, was fixed. 

The regulations framed for the guidance of the various officers 
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wore published in the languages of tlie country, many of the 
injurious jnactices formerly existing were prohibited, and the first 
step was thus taken towards the introduction of an equitable 
GoTernment. I3iit the results did not conuspond with the inten- 
tions. 

The various districts, generally one Pergunnah in each, liad 
been put up to auction, and the highest bidder, often a mere 
adventurer, was entrusted with the collection. Perha])s the excite- 
ment of competition had produced offers unreasonably high — 
perhaps the caqaibilities of the country had been overrated; but, 
practically, tlie farmers could seldom fulfil their contracts, and 
gi'eat loss of revenue ensued. To any one who has read with 
attention the history of Mr. Hastings’ administration, the fact is 
patent, that the Court of Directors thought only of income, and 
were not very sedulous in their inquiries as to how it was raised. 
Hastings, whose talents as a financier rank very high, might 
j- - 1 means to increase the rev-:.!.i!i' iy. But 

M- „■ : . >y emcumstances, and the only rciD'-dy In,- could 

uevise in 1/74: was to recall the European collectors, substitute 
native aumils, and establish Councils in each of the six districts 
into which the country was divided. 

Towards the close of the five years during which the settlement 
was to last, fresh attempts were made to obtain accurate infor- 
mation, and Hastings was then able to carry his own plans into 
execution. In the new settlement of 1777, the Zemindar had the 
preference in tendering for the collection, and the power retained 
over the lands in his own possession was held to be sufficient 
security for the performance of his contract. Annual settlements 
on this principle were made in 1778, 1779, and 1780. 

Yet the rev'enue still fell short of its previous amount, and in 
1781 another scheme was adopted. A Committee of Revenue, 
totally distinct from the Council, was formed ; the six provincial 
Councils were abolished, and, in addition to the established salaries, 
a percentage was given to the collectors. Wliat was the result of 
this arrangement, may be conjectured from the instance mentioned 
by Lord Cornwallis in his despatch of August 14, 1787, where he 
states, that one collector with a salary of oifiy 1000 rupees a month 
(about 12007. a year) had an income of at least 40,0007. ! This 
new Board but little altered the plan of them predecessors ; some 
of Ibc previous errors wei'o detected, and a few abuses corrected. 
All persons in the service, of every rank, w^ore strictly forbidden to 
receiv e nu/zors — a regulation littlo attended lo by the large majority 
of the Company’.^; servants, whose unavowed emoluments still con- 
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timiod enormous. Several Committees of tlie House of Commons 
meuiitimo sat on Indian affairs, and various bills were founded on 
tboir rejiorts. 

In i7<S4 an Act was passed, by wliieli the Company -^vere 
specially directed “ to inquii’e into the alleged grievances of the 
landholders, and, if founded in truth, to afford them rechess, and to 
establish permanent rules for the settlement and collection of the 
revenue, and for the administration of justice founded on the 
amdeiit laws and local usages of the country.” The party disputes 
on the affairs of India having been brought to a conclusion by 
the decisive triumph of Mr. Pitt at the general election of 1784, 
he was able, without fear of serious opposition, to turn Ms mind to 
the offeir-- of tlint country. Extensive powers were conferred on 
the < i.'Vrni(ir-( iiinl .Lor.l Cornwallis W'as the first to whom 

they W(jre entrusted. He w^ent to India determined to nse them 
to the fullest extent in order to put down peculation and extortion, 
aiifl to restore, if possible, to Em’opoans that good fame which for 
many years they had ceased to enjoy. He did both, and in the 
words of one w^eU eompetent to judge, “ liis measures, and above 
all the spirit with wliich he inoculated admiiiistratioii, eventually 
purified it — he was the first honest and incorruptible Grovernor 
India ever saw, and after his example, hardly any Governor has 
dared to contemplate corruption. Other men were conquerors, so 
was he ; but his victories iu the field, and they were brilliant, are 
dim beside his victory over corruption.” . . . 

Lord Cornwallis well Imew that nowhere did greater abuses exist 
than ill the Eevenue Department, but he felt that the mtroductiou of 
premature reforms might be productive of more injury than benefit, 
and tli(!rcf()r(; on his first arrival lie determined to continue the 
existing system of an annual assessment, very slightly modified, 
until he could make himseK thoroughly acquainted with ike 
subject ; and it was not until 1793, a few mouths before his 
departm’e for England, that he put the last stroke to his work, by 
r-rrd'.nrlyiro- ’N’to r-r-'irs of regulations, the administrative reforms 
v. I.i-.-!! i..' I ,■! ;i- : after mature and careful revision of the 

whole system. His inquiries were directed to the past history of 
each district, and of its laiidliolders ; to the rights of the different 
orders among the latter— the Zemindars, Talookdars, Chow'drys, 
Mnndids. nnd ^lokiiddims, as j-ecognisud by tlx; nntive Governments ; 
to the existing rules Ibr collecting the revemio ; to the ancient 
usages ; to the amount which could properly be demanded ; and to 
the regulations to be enforced for the protection of the under- 
touunts and cultivators. 

VOL. n. ’ o 
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On a full consideration of tlie answers made to tliese inquiries, 
it was evident, tliat altliougli when the Company succeeded to the 
Dewanny, gross abuses prevailed, yet in the best times of the Mogul 
Government, the rights and privileges of the people were secured 
by institutions mainly derived from the original Hindoo possessors 
of the country ; and it was thought advisable by some of the most 
intelligent servants of the Company to continue that system under 
certain modifications. Lord Cormvallis however, and those in whom 
he prineipaby confided — Mr. Shore (Lord Teignmouth), Mr. Duncan, 
.Ml-. I'Sii- ( ) Barlow, and others, were convinced that it was 
best to consider the Zemindar as the owner of the soil — whether or 
not such had before been his admitted position. 

The next question was, the amount of the assessment. As 
both the Court of Directors and Lord Cornwallis had from the 
first been of opinion, “that a moderate Jumma punctually col- 
lected was more likely to unite the happiness of the natives, the 
security of the landholders, and the interests of the Company, than 
any collection of an unreasonable assessment, which could only 
bo levied by severity and exaction,” it was ' thought that the 
average of former years might be a fair guide in making this 
new assessment. But as a preliminary, it was necessary to ascer- 
tain what had been the rights and privileges of the Zemindars, 
under either Mogul or Hindoo rule, and what services they were 
bound to perform. 

An accurate and laborious investigation elicited much informa- 
tion. It appeared that the system adbpted by the Moguls, if fairly 
carried out, was calculated to afford substantial justice to both 
parties. In Bahar, there was sufficient evidence to show what tho 
old system had been, but in Bengal various causes had occasioned 
great alterations, and those alterations had opened a door to much 
Iklsificntion of revenue accounts, and had placed the Zemindar in a 
position more nearly resembling an English proprietor of the soil 
than in the other provinces. 

Notwithstanding the uncertainty which still remained as to 
rights and nsegos in regard to the various classes from whom the 
revenue was to be collected, and although it was evident that in 
I ’ different districts different rights existed, the industry and exertions 

■i' of Mr. Shore collected such a mass of information, that towards 

I the end of 1789 temporary directions were given to the collectors in 

I Bengal and Orissa, and in 1790 to those in Bahar ; but it was not 

I till March 22, 1793, that the regulations were completely framed, 

j and finally issued to every province. By these it was declared, that 

I the settlements were to be perpetual and irrevocable; and that 
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all ZomindarSj independent Talookdars, and other actual proprie- 
tors of land, and their heirs and lawful successors, were to hold 
their estates subject only to the fixed amount of tax then settled. 
To this there were but two exceptions. Uncultivated land, when 
brought into cultivation, was to become subject to a charge then to 
be fixed, and if any Zemindary was sold or forfeited for non- 
payment of rent, the Government were not to be bound by the 
previously existing arrangement. If it was escheated by the 
failine of issue of a Zemindar, the Government held the land only 
on the same terms as the last possessor. 

In making these arrangements, there was little or no difference 
of opinion among all the persons consulted, except on one point. 
By all it was admitted, that, unless in cases of gross incapacity, or 
occasionally of nonage, the Zemindar was the only person with 
whom tlie settlement, under certain well-defined terms, cduld be 
made. It was as universally agreed, that a moderate tax only 
should be imposed. But the application of this latter principle 
was open to debate. What was a moderate tax? Mr. James 
Grant, a civil servant of great experience and talent, who was in 
charge of the Khalsa, endeavoured from ancient records in that 
department, to show that great frauds had been committed against 
the Government, and that the lands were fairly capable of render- 
ing a much increased revenue. 

From this view Mr. Shore entirely dissented, and after a very 
minute examination into the resom-ces of each district, the final 
assessment was settled, mainly on the average income received by 
Government in several preceding years. The whole land revenue 
obtained in the year 1790-1 (corresponding with the year 1197 
Fussily) from Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, was Sicca Rupees 
2,68,00,000 or 3,109,000?. and from Benares, S. R. 34,53,000 
or 400,000?, 

One point gave rise to serious discussion : whether the settlement 
should be decennial or perpetual. Mr. Shore strongly advocated 
the first proposition. He thought that even after all the investi- 
gation that had been entered into, many questions had been 
decided on imperfect grounds ,* that, in some cases, injustice might 
have been done, by ignoring rights which had not been Mly 
explained ; and that in others the Government might have suffered 
through concealment or fraud. For these, and many other reasons, 
he urged the advantage of leaving everything open to revision, 
after ten years’ experience should have thrown fresh light on many 
obscure questions. On the other hand. Lord Cornwallis was deeply 
impressed mth the iniquitous conduct of a vast number of the 
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European collectors, and with the ripr.re==iViri which had been 
exercised. He anticipated that i \ would arise, if an 

arrangement should be fixed for ten years only, as at the exjiiration 
of that time, fresh discussions must have arisen. Even during its 
continuance one party would have endeavoured to show he had 
been over-assessed, wliile the other would be equally anxious to 
prove the reverse. He therefore resolved, with the full and 
deliberate concurrence of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas, to establish a 
permanent assessment. This was the only material point of 
difference between Lord Cornwallis and Mr. Shore, who stood 
almost alone, among all the civil servants who were consulted, in 
his opinion on this branch of the question. 

The arguments on both sides are most ably stated by Lord 
Cornwallis and Mr, Shore, in their Minutes.^ 

"Vniether this system was the one best adapted to obtain 
the greatest income with the least pressure — whether in some 
respects it has not proved injurious to the Zemindars, whose 
interests it was intended to protect — and whether a temporary 

instead of a i ^ 'IV: •.! not have been more 

advantageous : . I . . which have given rise 

to much disc\,"; ■ . V.-; ‘i •• • !. ' • unqualified approbation 
of Lord Wellesley is notorious, and as long as the system was 
administered by the same persons who had framed the regulations 
on which it was based, it appears to have worked with regularity 
and advantage. 

It must be recollected that when this settlement was made, the 
erils which existed in the collection of the revenue were enormous, 
and anjdhing was preferable to a continuance of such abuses. 
Even if some iiijustic.ti had been committed, some irregularities 
created, the happiness and prosperity of the mass, and therefore 
the real advantage of the country, were daily perilled by hesitation 
and delay. ’ . 

At that time Lord Cornwallis possessed no instruments to 
enable him to make a scientific and accurate survey of every 
village, and of all the holdings in each village, as has subse- 
quently been done in the Horth-west Provinces, at an enormous 
expenditure of time and money, and by an efficient staff almost 
unlimited in numbers, of Civil* and Mihtary officers. The Civil 
servants in his time had not sufficient acquaintance with the- 
country, nor were they numerous enough, to do it ; and trust could 
not be placed in the natives. H H.ii- hccinnc noi iiy I'o cidoiil a 
scheme upon an extensive plan, ami ilii-reforc: on flu- Zcmindin-.- 

* See Appendix. 
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was tlirown the onus of paying the revenue. It was considered 
that they were persons of pro23erty, and if an occasional bad season 
prevented them from collecting for a time the under-payments 
from the ryots, they could atford to grant that delay. 

The iranctuality of payment from the Zemindars was enforced 
by the penalty of confiscation of their estates in case of delay. Of 
comse j)owers were given to the Zemindar to collect from the ryot, 
but Lord Cornwallis dhected the Courts in each province to settle 
details, which he necessarily left open, according to the law and 
usages of the country, meaning that in no case should the ryot 
pay more than the pergunnah rate. Ho could not anticipate 
that the business of these Courts would increase so ra];)idly, nor 
that they would, as they certainly did, neglect to discharge their 
duties. He meant to inotect all j^arties from the oppression exer- 
cised by former collectors; to encourage the Zemindar to j^ro- 
mote cultivation, by claiming only a fixed tax ; and to enable the 
Courts to see justice done to the ryots. But hi too many cases the 
rigitl exactions of the tax-gatherer, unmodified by any of the pro- 
jjositions introduced by Lord Cornwallis, were carried out ; and it 
undoubtedly happened, that the sales of estates for non-] )aymcnt of 
revenue were much more frequent than had be(m auficipatcd. 
Somr; ])oi'tion of this evil must in justice be attributed to the 
ZciDiiidiirs tljciiiselvcs, who oflfn iiidiilavl in r(;<:l<1i--.s (..xti'iiN iigiiiiCi', 
and largely exceeded their hirmius. .in oilier ceriididy, 

large jnopeifies were sacrificed and families ruined, from not allow- 
ing sufficient time for the Zemindar to make arrangements with 
the ryot. 

These evils were of course not felt for some time after the 
departure of Lord Cornwallis from India. There can be no doubt 
that, had he remained there, he would have taken care that his 
jjlans should have been executed according to the sifirit, and not 
the letter of the regulations. But liis successors were rigid in their 
npplicntion of the rules, and the distress which this occasioned 
!.;.‘'ei.'giit nil'll .><;rvf:d blame on the system.' 


^ The following account of the effects of 
the permanent settlement is extraetel from a 
pamphlet pnl'lisheil by a very able Civil ser- 
vant, now deceased, who was a member of 
the Board of Revenue, 

“Till; i-iTi-i't of ilie jii'riiianeut sutlloment 

has ;i wmiilio fii] of cnitivaiioM. 

Thonirh the oi'itriiial settlement was not at 
tlio time a li,,dit settlement, yet the saving 
y ; ■’id ■ o'’ c-Caii.ly of the 

(i;- --.ii 1 . j : .n thvOUgh. 


invasion, the inci-ease of papulation, and the 
consequent increase of the ileiiiand for land, 
a great increase of cultivation, and a great 
rise in the rent of land, have taken place, and 
the estates have become most valuable pro- 
perty. The greater part of the land had, 
at the period of settlement, become waste 
from misgovernment ; not only has the lost 
cultivation l i.:: vr-v 1, : r.u' 

where the i k: d i;, i ; jiaw i ;; 

reclaimed. . . . 

“The result of the Parliamentary inquiry 
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rpi-jA fA n pm.n-.or,r;nt systeBi Ei’e vei’y plausible, but 

i; !■ ::-i ■ ■... ■■■:. i- !. . Cornwallis to acloj^t this course will 

best be understood by a perusal of liis llinutes, 

fSome modern writers, wlio liave taken a veiy suj^erficial view 
both of England and of India, bave asserted that any European 
statesman would be tliought mad, who imposed a permanent land- 
tax. They forget that the Zemindar settlement closely resembles 
the land-tax in England, wliich was at 4s. in the 

pound on the then value of land, r- ■■ in its gross 

amount. The result is, that no impediment has been thrown in 
the way of improvement, and in those districts where buildings, or 
great agricultural improvements have augmented the annual value 
of the land, the tax is hardly felt. For instance, in the parish of 
St Marylebone, a fraction of Id. in the poimd is the Emit, while in 
some other places, it reaches 2s. 6d or 3s. hi the pound. 

Other systems have been adopted in other parts of India. Up 
to 1802, wdien the Carnatic was annexed, the land revenues of the 
Madras Presidency were farmed. Then an attempt was made to 
put it on a different footing ; but aU the schemes, and several were 
tried, failed. 'Wlien Sir Thomas Munro became Governor, he in- 
troduced the Byotwar system, which as yet has not been replaced 
by any other. Under it, an annual valuation is made of eveiy 
]>arcol of laud held by an occupier, and he is a.s.scssed for an assumed 
portion of tlu) revoimc to be raised in Ids district. Put tJio as- 
sessors who discharge tins duty are natives, and it has long been 
known that hardly in a single distance have they shown themselves 
inaccessible to temptations to assess the tax unduly, and thus great 
expense is incurred and no proportional income obtained. The 
revenue also is gradually diminishing. 

In the North-western Provinces the Yillage system is pursued, 
wliich ill one respect at least closely resembles the Zemindar 
system, since in each instance a fixed sum is raised, but that sum is 
assessed in one case upon the village, in the other on the Zemindar ; 
in both the property may be sold to make up any deficiency. 
Under the Village system, the share of the Government is between 
one-half and two-tlurds of the produce. Latterly, this system has 
been made almost perpetual, as it has been fixed for 30 years. In 

!’.■ - r i' ' ^ ' J '' "j 

baipiin. That, in addition to giving Govern- 
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all these arrangements there are many details ; modes of increasing 
or diminishing assessments, &g., &c., into which it would he super- 
lliioiis here to enter. 

The Judicial regulations, promulgated about the same time, 
come next in importance. 

The lirst ]*eal authority acquired by the Company in Bengal 
was, as has been already stated, in 1765, when Shah Alem con- 
ferred on them in perpetuity the Dewaimy authority, and arrange- 
ments were made with the Nabob, Nazim ud Dowlah, the son of 
Meer Jaffier, for intrusting the administration of the Subahdari to 
a Naib, or Bc'imty, appointed by the advice of the Governor in 
Council. I'nder this power all the persons concerned in adminis- 
tering justice, except in Calcutta, were natives. 

In 1772, some alterations were made. Two Courts were esta- 
Idislied in each eollectorato : the Dewanny for the cognizance of 
Ci\il cases, presided over by the collector as acting for the Bewan ; 
and the Foiijdany, or criminal comds, w’here natives presided, 
wliile the collector attended, to see that justice was done to aU 
parties. Appeals lay iroin these to two Superior Courts at Cal- 
cutta — the Bewamiy Sudder Adawlut, and the Nizamut Sudder 
Adawlut. 

Mr. Hastings, finding the duties press too heavily upon him, 
removed the latter Court to Moorshadabad, where hlahomod Eeza 
Khan, already meu-":"Twd. pv. 1 N.a'b Nazim. For police 
purposes, native of ! ••! !’• ./ c !th o pr r.'r ■--hJJi -■'■■■" 

ment of armed i-.-i ; s’th-- i-i- . * oi-ii-i ■!- 

into wliich Bengal \ •ihi-l- .!. 

No material alterations were made until 1780, when a judge 
(Sir E. Impey) was pormnuontly put at tlie head of the Sudder 
Dewanny. In 1781, the i:’.,>ujcdai-s wcro* nl^oiished, and police 
authority conferred on (hi- jndgt-.-i ol' {.ho DoViiuuy Adawlut, and in 
some cases on the Zeunuil.-ir iii:d iln- c(tl!e-ohii‘, a?, well as ujjon the 
darogah of the Nizamut Adawlut. 

Such was the state of the judicial department when Lord Corn- 
wallis arrived in India in 178^ The evils which arose from tliis 
system are easy to conceive. In those days few Eiu'opeans had 
sufficient knowledge of the language or the habits of the natives 
to be competent judges ; and when natives were the sole judges 
corruption generally prevailed to an unlimited extent. It was 
easier to perceive the objections to this system than to obviate 
them, and it was not till Lord Cornwallis had been some time in 
India, that he attemjited to remodel the 'whole. The establish- 
ment of a new system of police for Calcutta itself was Ms first 
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step. His next was the abolition, in 1790, of the office of ISTaib 
Nazim, and the Company then assumed the criminal, as they had 
previously done the civil, jurisdiction over the whole country. 

Lord Cornwallis’s jdans were matured before the commence- 
ment of 1790, and promulgated early in that year. 

First, in regard to the Civil Com-ts, he began by depriving all 
pemons engaged in collecting the revenue of any judicial autho- 
rity 5 considering that, in questions where the G-overnment was con- 
cerned, they could never be looked upon as impartial, and that 
the discharge of judicial functions -^uch of the time 

which ought to be devoted to revenu Te ■ Courts of the 

lowest class were those of native commissioners ; these were ex- 
ceedingly numerous, but though they might hear cases under 50 
rupees, they could enforce no decree without the authority of a 
Superior Comt.^ Next above these were the Zillah Comds, in 
which a European presided, assisted by a European registrar and 
by a Hindoo and a Mahommedan assessor, who advised on questions 
of succession, marriages, caste, and other institutions affecting the 
law of their respective religions. 

This Court heard all civil suits of a local nature, as well as 
those in which the defendant resided within the limits of the zillah 
or city. From those lay an appeal to the Provincial Courts, which 
were also Couris of primary jurisdiction. Three covenanted ser- 
vants sat in each ; their business was to hear appeals, to try all 
causes remitted to them by Government, or by the Sudder Dewanny 
'Adawlut ; to receive such complaints of corruption, &c., as might 
ho brought nirniusi the inferior judges, and to report upon them to 
the S;:,!(!r;r } '-(.v.-mMiy Adawlut. .This was the Supreme Court, and 
consisted of the Governor-General and Members of Council, and to 
them lay the iinal appeal, but only when the amount exceeded 
1000 rupees. An ultimate appeal lay to the Eiing in Council, but 
the limit of the amount was not settled. In 1797 it was fixed at 
50,000 laipees. 

The Criminal Comds were composed practically of the same 
persons : the Governor-General and Council, for the Sudder Ni- 
zamnt Adaudut ; the provincial com'ts made two annual circuits, 
within their mr7«dif'tions ; and the zillah and citv judges acted as 
wnr-ha-- i: i ;; ; ■-'uiKul, for nhiii'.g offences, and 

i-o.u i.-. I;' ■, |... criminal cases. 

the administration of criminal 
justice was effected by discarding and abrogating several Mahom- 
medan laws hitherto acted upon. 

* J'lie (frirfslrar might decide cases iincfer 200 rupees. 
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Tlio Koran is understood to be the basis of tbe Maliommedan 
law, but any deficiencies are supplied by commentators, and the 
traditional accounts of tbe j)recepts, actions, and decisions of tbe 
Propliet. Even these rules are differently interpreted by the Bhias 
and tbe Soonies — ^tbe latter sect being predominant in India. 
When tbe office of Naib Narim was abolished, it was necessary 
that tbe criminal law, admim’stered by Eimopeans, should be more 
in accordance with Euroj)ean jirineiples, and Lord Cornwallis there- 
fore determined — 

1st. That in cases of homicide, tbe intention of tbe offender, as 
fill- as it could be ascertained, and not tbe weapon used, should be 
tbe test of criminality. 

2iid. That 11 ic heir- of r murdr-rM ] -r!rty should not be allowed 
to prevent tbe puni.-biiH-nl oi'd!'.; miirdov!-. , 

3rd. That Hic pmii.-iMni-Ml (»!' iiuuil.-iri'.n should be abolished. 

4tb. That dll- of r'>run iy, pi-ijiiry, of subornation of per- 

jury, should l)i‘ piinMn-d i»y I-ra.'aling on the forehead, added to 
other penalties. 

Whatever might be the religion of the accused, the !RIahomraedan . 
law was to he applied in all criminal cases ; but if the penalty awarded 
by the Illaliominedan assessor was at variance with the rules thus laid 
down, the 1 • •• •. other punishment more consonant to 
European j = i- issessor announced, for instance, that, 

as the heh would not prosecute, no further steps could be taken, 
ho was compelled to state what penalty would have been decreed 
had the heir taken a different course, and the punishment thus 
named Avas inflicted accordingly. Kor Avere these tlie only changes. 
The law of evidence, in native bauds, Avas much at variance Avith 
English habits. Eeligious disabilities, and circumstances connected 
Avitli caste and other causes, were held to render AAutnesses inca- 
pable of gKing OAudence. Such difficulties were noAv disregarded ; 
the witnesses were obliged to attend, and the assessor was called 
upon to say what the decision avouM have been, if no objection to 
receiving their evidence had existed. 

Many minor regulations Avere made, to avoid offending, as far as 
jAOP.sibh.', the feelings and ]»rcjudice.s of Ihe natm-s, especially in cases 
concerning females ; and the Avhole jjlan siiOAved an anxious desire 
to remove all the evils of the former systems, and to substitute for 
them only such portions of the European law as might be abso- 
lutely necessary. 

At this time no Europeans, except military officers and cove- 
nanted servants, Avere alloAved to reside out of Calcutta, Avithout 
a special license. Ail natives and foreigners were r.r-' Vr.Ib? to the 
Zillah and other Com-ts, and BritisTi subjects 'a'. - ■'‘■ee; 
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bound, under heavy penalties, to submit to these courts of judi- 
cature, in cases under 500 rupees. In criminal cases, Europeans 
were always sent for trial to Calcutta. Calcutta, and a small sur- 
rounding district, had a jurisdiction of its own, both civil and 
criminal; and all caso.s, whether ]Miro])oans or natives were con- 
cerned, were tried in the >Snpremo Court, before judges nominated 
by the Crown. 

The strong olij(ictiou.s which Lord Cornwallis entertained to the 
administration of India by natives of influence and rank made liim 
anxious to extend to the Zemindary of Benares the system intro- 
duced in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. But it was first necessary that 
the Rajah of Benares should relinquish certain functions (almost 
regal) which the Company had allowed him to exercise, although 
they denied that he had any right to claim them. The task of 
obtaining this renunciation was' confided to Mr. Duncan, who, after 
a long and difficult negociation, succeeded hi his object, but the 
arrangement was not finally concluded till October 27, 1794. 

Such is a brief outline of the judicial system organised by Lord’ 
Cornwallis, and which, with slight modifications, still exists. No 
people are more litigious than the inhabitants of India, and the 
facility afforded to all persons to apply at very trifling expense 
to the Courts, in support of claims real or imaginary, occasioned 
such an enormous number of suits, that the judges were over- 
whelmed with labour. In a single district, 30,000 cases were in 
1795 brought before one judge, and the delay in giving judgment 
was in fact almost a denial of justice. An increase of the 
number, especially of native judges, has mitigated this evil ; but it 
is to be feared, that, considering the character and disposition of 
the Hindoos, the system may have encouraged chicane and false 
claims, and thus have in fact rather impeded the course of real 
ju.=:tico ; bill iK.i bet' for plan has ever been proposed. 

iSiicilar n!!iiii!k.,:. but in a minor degree, may be applied to the 
criminal Courts. There the delay occurs mainly in the prelimi- 
nary stage of investigation, and arises from tlur diiiiciili,} of giving 
any credence to witnesses, in a country where events stated as 
facts wiU be supported by the most direct and positive testimony, 
though no siicli cn ciits have ever occurred, and the whole testimony 
is therefore; utterly lalso. Under such circumstances, no regulations 
can be perfectly efficacious for securing the due administration of 
justice. 

The state of the police ^ is closely connected with the adminis- 
tration of justice. 
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Under the native rule, and for many years after the Company 
had become the Dewan of the Nabob, the police of the country 
was entrusted mostly to the Zemindars, who, by means of a large 
number of inferior officers maintained in the different villages, 
more or less protected tlie inhabitants. They were bound to ap- 
prehend all offenders, and if they could neither recover the property 
stolen, nor seize the robber, they were liable to make pecuniary 
satisfaction to the sufferer. This system was very plausible, and 
at first perhnps efficacious; but like most Oriental institutions, it 
liiid lalam lino decay and disorder. 

With a view to restore efficacy to the police, Lord Cornwallis 
divided the whole country into districts of about twenty miles 
square. In each was a Darogah, with an establishment of armed 
men, appointed by the magistrate of the Zillah. The Darogah 
had power to accept bail in certain eases, and in some classes of 
petty offences ho was empowered to decide at once; but, as a 
general rule, he sent all prisoners to the magistrates. 

The pasbans, pykos, and other village guards, were placed 
under his authority, but vacancies in their numbers were to be 
filled up by the Zemindars. In large tosvns such as Patna, Dacca, 
and Moorshadabad, a similar plan was adopted, with modifications 
suited to the difference between rural and town populations. In ■ 
Benares, Mr. Duncan believed that he could maintain a more 
efficient police tlirough the assistance of the Zemindar, and accord- 
ingly that province was exempted from the general arrangement, 
which exiriidct! only Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. 

This system lasted till 1807, when it was found advisable to 
caU for more assistance from the Zemindars. The village guards had 
been all dismissed, and it does appear that the officers of police, 
appointed in their room, were not only very inferior in number to 
those they had superseded, but were quite unequal to the task 
imposed upon them. Other changes have from time to time been 
introduced, but the police of Bengal even now is far from being in 
a satisfactory state. 

Mixutk of the Goveexob-Geneeal. 

Fort William, Jan. 11, 1793. 

I have the satisfaction to inform the Board, that I have 
received information that deputies from the Eajah of Nepaul have 
arrived at Patna with an invitation from their Master to Captain 
Kirkpatrick to proceed on his intended deputation to Catmandu, 
and that a letter may be expected from those dejiuties in the 
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course of a day or two, requesting my permission to Captain Kirk- 
patrick to accept of tlie invitation. 

Althougli tliere lias been a considerable cliange in affairs in 
Nepaiil since Captain Kirlrpatrick’.s deputation was first proposed, 
I tbiiik it is still ads'i.-;d)ii* tv* idlov." liim to proceed, and as tlie 
differences between the Kajab of Kepnnl and tbe Oliinese appear to 
be compromised, bir lijioo {iia! li'.ad may now be limited 

to Ilia en-!> :i\iini-ing ;•> a.'i-.-riain wi;:!!' 'a. i!n; i-auses of tlie war, 
in order tbat we may be able to judge of tlie best mode of acting as 
mediators in case of a revival of tbe quarrel on any futme occasion. 

Tlie other objects of ■' v ■ ^ .k sbould be : — 1st, to 

assure tbe Eajali of tb( -V---.'; ='-. of this Government 

towards him, and of our desbe to encourage a free commercial 
intercourse between tbe two countries ; 2ndly, to induce tbe Go- 
vernment of Nepaul to pay tbe strictest attention to tbe late com- 
mercial treaty ; 3rdly, to effect, if possible, a final settlement of all 
boundary disputes ; 4tbly, to make general observations on the 
form of Government, and on tbe rebgion, manners, and customs of 
tlie inbabitants ; Stbly, to inquire mto tbe nature of tbe trade 
which the pecolc of 'N'opiud carry on with Thibet and Tartary, and 
wbetber any articles of British export could find a vent in these 
channels ; Otlily, to endeavour to ascertain what articles of British 
or Bengal manufacture are most suitable to tbe consumption of 
Kopaul, and to obtnm a Imowledge of tbe manufactures and tbe 
interiiMl productions of that country; 7tbly, to acquire as much 
information as may be practicable of tbe roads and geography of 
Nepaul and tbe neighbouring countries. 

M^uiquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dhndas. 

[Private.] 

Bear Sir, Calcutta, Jan. 25, 1793. 

. . . Affairs at Poonab still continue in an unsettled 
state ; but the report of Kana’s mtending to relinquish his station 
and retire to Benares loses ground, and it seems probable tbat 
Scindia will content himself with empty promises of support, and 
tbe more substantial permission to squeeze some money from the 
Nizam and Guicowar. 

Tippoo’s vakeels have notified to tbe Nizam tbat bis share of 
tbe first Miist was on tbe borders of the Onrldapa country, and 
desired Mm to send an order for tbe receipt of it ; and an hiv - 
can’ah who arrived lately at Madras friom Seringapatam reports 
tbat tbe Maratta kbist left tbe latter place three days before he 
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|j(:‘.gau his Journey ; so that I hope Tippoo uill at length complete 
his payments and liberate the hostages. But before they leave 
Miidriis, \ve must receive a much more satisfactory account of our t 

prisoners than we have Iiitherto been able to obtain ; and this is 
the more necessaiy since, strange and unaccountable as it appears, 
we arc assured by persons who have lately escaped, that Tippoo | 

still detains some of our unfoitunate countrymen. • ■ 

We have begun to sell our ]»a]ter, andlnive found a consider- ^ 

able demand for it at a premium of 1 per cent., by which means, ^ 

if w^e can exchange the amount of our debt into new paper within 1 

the year, we shall only in reality pay an interest of 7 per cent., [ 

without hazarding the inconvenient consequences that attended the j 

htisty niductioii of the interest previous to the wmr ; and by taking ‘ 

advantage of the high state of our credit at tins period, to put the f 

Ijonds upon the register, w’e shall in the course of a twelvemonth [ 

have only one species of <lebt. ... ; 

Captain Welsh has succeeded in driving the Bengal Berken- \ 

dosses ‘ out of Assam, and I have now directed Jiim to desist from 1 

all further military operations, and to invito the Bajah of Deringh • 

and all the principal malcontents to meet him, and to oifer our [ 

friendly mediation to terminate the civil feuds that have desolated ? 

that line country. ! 

The llajah of Nepaul, notwithstanding the peace that he has ‘ [ 

concluded with the Lama and the Chinese, has sent his Dewan to i 

invite Captmn lurkpatriek to proceed to Catmandu, his capital, I" 

and I ha^-e great hopes that we shall establish an intercourse with • I 

that country that w’ill prove higlily beneficial to us. f 

This letter will be delivered to you by my friend Mr. Stuart, t 

whose steady and honom’able behaviour during my absence will, I i 

have no doubt, ensure to him a land reception from yourself as 
well as from Mr. Pitt, to whom I request that you will have the I 

goodness to introduce lum, yon will, however, easily discover that ; 

no very deep or useful information is to be obtained from that ; 

■ I am, &c., ^ 

Cornwallis. i 

Rev. C. F. Swartz to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart., President and 
Governor, &c. 

Honourable Sir Sirs, Madras, jan. 27, 1793. : 

\Vlien I heard that the Honourable Board was resolved to 
proclaim Serfojee, the adojited son of the late Rajah of Tanjore, ' 

1 Berkendosses were little else than hands of plunderers, with some military organization. ' 
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presu'^.T'tivo f'f p-*'nooT>f "Rajah, and that lie was to succeed 

liim i:. ■ ■,■■■ : - - : ■ !l-; should die without having a son 

born ‘ I' i‘ y ■■ . (for that seems to be the meaning 


of the word presumptive heir), the following thoughts occun-ed to 
luy mind, wliich I beg leave to disclose to yoim Honour. 

I thought if Sexfojee is proclaimed presumptive successor or 
heir to the tlu'one of Taiijore, then he stands a poor, or perhaps no 
chance at all, of inheriting the country, for — 

His Excellency the present Eajah is but 43 years old, and is 
now marrying one, or as some say two wives — he may therefore 
have a son. 

But if he does not have a son, he may take an infant, declaring 
him to be his own son, born of his wife : his hatred and jealousy 
of Serfojeo muk(!S this conjeetm’e very probable. The same has 
been done at Tanjore by Aperoop, the lawful but barren wife of 
Serfojee Eajah. 

Or the present Eajah may adopt another man’s son. This is 
more than a conjecture ; he has already declared it to . be his in- 
tention, being resolved to adopt Nanah Saheb’s son. This Hanah 
Saheb is the son of a concubine. 

Moreover I thought that the v’T-'r-f ‘'•■‘iving, as many 

people well versed in the Shaster . • W'. l •• think, and as 
some of those very pnndits who formerly gave their opinion in 
favour of the present Eajah allow, no legal right to the tliroue 
of Tanjore, he could not lawfully make it over to his son (if he 
had a son), as long as the lawful heir was alive. Can he give 
away that which is not his own ? and shall an error once com- 
mitted to the prejudice of the lawful heir be continued, so as 
to supersede the true aud lawful heir for ever, or auniliilate liis 
right ? 

It may be said that it would reflect on the decision formerly 
made in favour of the present Bajah ; but in my humble opinion 
that decision was conditional, supposing the justice of the opinions 
given by the pundits; but as their opinion is found to be ill- 
grounded, the decision built upon it, one might think, would cease 
to be valid. 

These few thoughts I beg leave to submit to your mature con- 
sideration. j honour to be, &c., 

0. F. SWAETZ. 
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The Govehnoti-General in Council to the Court of Directors. 

I IONOURABLE SlBS, Fort William, Jan. 29, 1793. 

. . . You were acfj[uaiuted in our letter by tlie Pitt tliat 

we slioulfi inform you in our next despatclies of oiu* answer to 
those from j^Iaib-as, in wliicb. they gave us notice of their intention 
to delay the execution of the treaty ivith the Eajah of Tanjore, 
and the delivery of the Eajah’s country to Jiim, until they should 
receive our further authority for that purpose. It ajipeared to us 
that his conduct towards Serfojee and the widows of the late 
Eajah, as well as the orders he gave for putting to death the 
Parcarry^ on the strange susiiicions that he stated, might be in 
some measure attributed to profligacy and barbarity of disposition, 
but principally to derangement of mind; and, under these im- 
pressions, we thought that it would at pre.sent be highly unad- 
visablu to entrust him with the management of so valuable a 
country, oven if the season had not been so far advanced, and ho 
hud acceded to the terms of the new agreement proposed to him 
Ijy the (iovernraont of Madras. 

Wo therefore approved of their retaining the management of 
tho country of Tanjore in the hands of their olBcers to the end of 
the current and we observed that, before its ex- 
piration, the 11 -j. '! i::- advisers would not only have time to 

reconsider the grounds upon wliich he refused to agree to the 
terms of the treaty, but the Government would he able to judge 
whether he had so far recovered a proper temper of mind as to 
render it safe, in the event of his acquiescing in the conditions that 
were offered to him, to put the affairs of his country under his own 
control and authority. 

The humane attention and assistance that Mr. Swartz had 
given to the di.stresses of Serfojee and the widows, afforded us the 
greatest satisfaction, anrl wo roquosted that onr sentiments of his 
conduct might lu: communicau.-d io liim. 

We have the pleasure to acquaint you that Serfojee and the 
widows, acc.uiiipaiiifal l.y Mr. Swartz, axe arrived at Madras. 

We are, &c. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Tiproo Sultaun. 

Calcutta, Feb. 10, 1793. 

I have received your letter explaining the subject of the 
French claims in the vicinity of Mahc, on which I wrote to you ; 

^ Parcarrv, properly Pmisari, a drugi^ist. 
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I have accordingly notified to the Chief of that nation at Mahe the 
reply wliich yon have made to my application, and have desired 
the Government of Bombay not to molest the three villages which 
yon have named in your letter. 

On th- ' "^he Talooks, which you represent to be stiU 

detained .-i ■ iv-’.- ■; and by the Nizam, I am compelled to 
observe . •■■■■ its which I receive from those .Powers on 

the situation of the Talooks, many of which they state still to be 
in the possession of your officers, notwithstanding that they are 
particularly expressed in the schedule to the Treaty of Seringapa- 
tam as ceded to them, differ so widely from the representations 
winch I receive from you, that I cannot pretend to form any 
decision on the .-cbje.'-t. Tf is my earnest wish, as I am confident 
it is the desh'e of liii- i\;s!rvii, the Nizam, and yourself, that these 
boundary arrangements shoidd be settled in an amicable manner ; 
and as it can answer no u.'-i. fal piifpo.'-:; to continue a correspondence 
replete with unpleasaiit alii-iniiiini!., on subjects wliich in many 
instances owe their rise to the litigious disposition of aumils and 
suborchiiate officers on both sides, and w'hich until the boundaries 
are finally settled must occur, I recommend, as the most likely 
mode by which these uncertain Talooks can be decided on, that in 
your correspondence with either of those powers on such subjects, 
you adopt the measure which I have suggested in my former letters 
to you relative to the boundaries at Cauveripoor, of deputing intel- 
ligent and experienced aumeens to the spot, who will make the 
necessary investigations, and will conform to the article of the 
Treaty of Serhigapatam expressly inserted to answer the end of 
decidiag the claims of the respective powers to the Talooks on the 
boundaries. 

I am surprised at the request contained in your letter relative 
to the garrison stationed in the fort of Sudaseoghur, on the part of 
tbc jsC(i|ilr of Gon ; you are doubtless well informed that the 
KiigHsh ! have no authority over the Government of 

Goa, which is a settlement belonging to the Portuguese (and the 
fort of Sudaseoghur was not taken by either of the powers in 
alliance). It is therefore a subject in which I cannot interfere, 
and I can only observe that your application for the particulars 
of tMs transaction should be made to the Government of Goa, on 
whose part you state that the garrison is placed in that fort. 

With respect to the subject contained in your letter relative to 
the peshcusli. from KurnooJ, 1 have already communicated my sen- 
timents t'* K'''r.’~.'"vry -ihv th- Nizam’s information ; and I 

have no •: ■■ ■! i- ; p '■ v I adjusted in a manner that 
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sliall be consistent witli the justice due to all parties, and conform- 
ably to the IVifiudly system existing between each other. 

I trust lliiit (hjlauin AUy Khan^ and Ally Keza® have trans- 
mitted to you the copy of a letter wliich I directed should be 
written to them, stating the intelligence which I have received of 
prisoners still detained 'within your dominions, contrary to the 
treaty which stipulates that they shall be released. I have not 
yet received any reply to it, but should consider myself deficient 
on my part if I did not inform you of such accounts as I have 
received of prisoners stiU detained, and of some that are even at 
Soringapatam. A person named Beecher -was taken prisoner on 
the sea-coast, and was sent to Bednore near three years ago, and 
from thence to Seringapatam, from whence he made his escape in 
Kovember last, and arrived at Tellicherry, where he informed 
Genend Abercromby that there are still several Englishmen and 
some women, as well as native tradesmen, who were taken pri- 
soners with General Mathews. I Avill not trouble you with the 
examination of the names of the people who have made their 
escape, after the repeated assurances Avhich were made to me on 
your part tliat there were no persons detained within your do- 
minions, but their escape tends to confirm cpT->rflv'>-«in- in. 
my mind that this article of the Treaty of ■■■ •. [•.i.i. not 
been executed. I request that you will give immediate orders on 
tliis subject, that the doubts which from these circumstances must 
arise in the mind of the PeshAva, the Nizam, and in my own, of 
your intentions to execute the treaty in this respect, may be 
removed 

The conduct of the Aumildar of Ave-acomchy, Avho has, as he 
Ti ■prr-eiit-, ly your orders, taken possession of villages belonging 
ibr lii'i v y.-iir- mid upAvards to the Poligar of Verepatchee, a subject 
of tlie Company, has been communicated to me, and lias been 
made knoAAn to your Yakeels at Madras. It is not possible that 
Ms conduct in thi« r(’'=!|tect nan haA'e been in consequence of your 
orders; for Avbilc frii-udsbip subsists between us, how can such 
hostile measures be adopted in pursuance of the orders of either 
GoAmriiment. I have that confidence in your friendly disposition 
as to hope that you Avdl apply the necessary remedy to tMs evil, 

^ Gholam Ali Khan had been a confidential entrusted to him, and was not released from 
friend of TTydei', and liaJ been SfuL by Tippoo confinement till he was employed in 1792 to 
on a iiii'hioii to Ci)iistantiiioi)li“ in 1785. negociate with Lord. Cornwallis. 

After a long absence he returned with only 2 Ali Keza Khan commanded at Goomm- 
68 out of more than 1100 attendants and coonda when Hafiz Jee Wfis so inhumanly 
escort who had proceed.-d on the expedi(i<in. executed. He was a cousin of -Tippoo’s, aud 
He was disgrace.! i'ni- having faih.'d in the often employed by him. 
mission, and for having embezzhid the money 

VOL. II. P 
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so that tlie property in the villages in dispute may be ascertained 
by amicable intercourse. While I am confident that the declaration 
of the Anmil of Ave-acomchy is void of truth, I think it will 
appear to you, as it does to me, that this is an instance wliere the 
disinclined temper of the Aumil to adjust matters in an amicable 
manner as they occur, is so evident as to strengthen my recom- 
mendation that Aumeens be deputed to inquire into the respective 
claims of each party in disputed places, and I must regi-ot that 
my letters on tliis subject, wliich is for the mutual good of both 
parties, have not yet been answered. 


Tub Governoh-Geneeal in Council to the Governor in Council at 
Fort St. George. 


Honourable Sir, Fort wniiam, Feb, ii, 179s, 

We have received your letter dated the 22 nd ultimo, and 
we have taken the subject of it under our very serious con- 
sideration. 

We must confess that Ifr. Swartz’s sentiments, in addition to 
other circumstances, have created great doubts in our minds of the 
just right of the present Eajah of Tanjore to the succession to the 
Eaje, and we are entirely persuaded that he is personally' very 
unworthy of that station ; but it is necessary to proceed with great 
circumspection and delicacy in impeaching a right, that has been 
SiiiiciiiMicd liv a solemn decision passed in of the 

answers that were made by fifteen pundits to ihe ijim.-iioiis that 
were referred to them. 

We therefore can only recommend to you at present to pro- 
claim Serfojee presumptive heir to the Eaje, but we shall in the 
mean time, without mentioning the names of the parties, call upon 
learned pundits in this j)lace and at Benares for answers to the 
substance of the questions that were put to the pundits at Tanjore 
after the death of the late Eajah, and it wOl also be proper in 
you to endeavour to establish, in a clear and authentic manner, 
whether the opinions of any of the Tanjore pundits were obtained 
by the means of bribery and corruption. 

We highly approve of the caution that has been given to the 
Eajah by your president, against the adoption of a son at the 
present period, with the view of depriving Serfojee of rights which 
may, upon deliberate inquiry, appear to be incontrovertible. 

W’^e have, &c. 
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Fd). 18, 1-793. 

Ordered tliat the folloiving questions be put to the most 
respectable pundits here and at Benares : 

Whether by the laws of the Bhaster, or any other Hindoo laws 
or customs, an Hindoo Rajah has a legal right to adopt a distant 
relation, to the; prejudice of an illegitimate brother liring at the 
time of the iulopliuii ? 

Whether a boy may be legally adopted from a family which has 
no other sou, but where there are daughters older than the boy ? 

Marquis Counwalus to Bm Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

[Private.] 

Bill, Calcutta, March 1, 1793, 

I have rccm’ved your letter dated the 13tli instant, inclosing 
the letters from CmIoui.-I Brailhwaib* and Colonel Bruce ^ and the 
answer from the Board ; and I w'ill most readily, at your request, 
givti you my sentiments freely on the line ivhich Government ought 
to oli.serve in the transmission of military orders. 

Ill all cases where secrecy 01 1 'l di'j-oich arc not requisite, they . 
should be sent through the (.’umiii.itMjiug Ciu-M-r of the army, both 
becausG men accustomed to military business will arrange the 
details necessary for their execution with more precision, and 
because it will tend to support the consequence and authority of 
the Coinmander-in-Chief. 

In cu’cumstances where dispatch alone is required. Government 
should in the first instance transmit the orders to the officer who is 
to execute them ; but should lose no time in forwarding copies of 
them to the Commanding Officer,- that he may not lie cxiiosod to the 
ridicule and consequent contempt which must attend his appearing 
ignorant of what is passing in the army wliicli he is supposed to 
command, and that he may have air opportunity of suggesting any 
addition or im]U’ovomont in the final execution. But, if the service 
should bkewiso be of a secret nature, the communication should be 
limited to a bare notification that orders have been sent to certain 
officers or corps, until Government are of opinion that more full 
information may with propriety he given to liim. 

'J'iio siilRli\-isi()n of the troops, under officers commanding sepa- 
rate districts, must tend to simplify the public business, and to 
render the management of so miwieldy a maclune as an army 
much less complicated, when orders are conveyed in the manner I 
have recommended ; and it has besides the additional advantage, 

' Lieut.-Colonel Robert Bruce, b. 1754, d. Nov. 4, 1796. 

P 2 
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that an officer of rank, and who is charged with a considerable 
degree oP rvisMi'iHiliility. is «:*onstnntly at hand to stop the beginnings 
of any disturbances that might arise either amongst the troops, or 
in the country. The authority of Government and of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, wiE easily nr-— ntth-'-'' fi’nm 

instead of promoting, the - -%■■■ . >" .■■■■ : ■ -■■■ ■ ■ 

El-founded j , I- - id'--, -.r by mistaken ideas of their 

TiTiat i ^ particularly applicable to !; ■■ -.iv 

having only a temporary Commanding Officer of the troops. But 
the forms that i imvr <!. should be invariably obseiwed 

even when the Commander-in-CMef is a Member of CouncE ; and 
Government, by avoiding detaEs in that department, wEl be in its 
proper place . .-rv-.— r and general controllmg power, in 
the same mani r vvith regard to the departments of 
Eevenue and Commerce. 

It may be considered as a general truth, that all armies have a 
j.r J ■ luxation; and that strict habits of subordination, 

■ the essence of mEitary discipEne, can only be 
maintained in any army by the strong and experienced hand of a 
mEitary commander. 

The Governments in this country should always keep a watch- 
ful eye upon their respective Commanders-in-Chief, and exercise a 
complete authority over them. And when they see reason to 
disapprove of them conduct, it w'El be them duty to endeavour by 
representation to effect their removal. But until they can be 
removed, nnd pnrticulnrly in cases where Commanders-in-Clnef are 
evidently dc'-ciA ing of (-(mfidence, their consequence with the troops 
under their command should, in order to render them useful in 
their stations, be decidedly supported. . . . 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Right Hox. Hewey Dundas to the Maequis Coenwallis. 
[Private.] Keceived March 2, 1793. 

My beau LoED, London, Sept. 17, 1792. 

In yoim letter you aEude to the important question of the 
]'p.'rpotuity nf the Decennial Settlement, and I have the very great 
.'ii'.isliirTiim ro inform you that, the same conveyance which carries 
tin’', cnnlo? out nn approbation and confirmation of your sentiments 
oil iliar .siiljiu'l. it; has l)(:<,:ii .l.;.>jig.jr delayed than I expected, but 
tbo <!omy was imavoidaiilo. Knowing that the Directors would not 
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be induced to take it up so as to consider it witli auy degree of 
attention, and knowing tliat some of the most leading ones among 
them held an opinion different both from your Lordship and me on 
the cpiestioii of perpetuity, and feeling that there wns much respect 
due to the opinion and authority of Mr. Shore, I thought it in- 
dispensably necessary both that the measure must originate -with 
the Board of Control, and likewise that I should induce Mr, Pitt to 
become my partner in the final consideration of so important and 
controverted a measure. He accordingly agreed to shut himself 
up with me for ten days at Wimbledon, and attend to that business 
only. Charles Grant staid with us a great part of the time. After 
a most minute and attentive consideration of the whole subject, I 
had tlie satisfaction to find Mr. Pitt entirely of the same opinion 
with us. We therefore settled a despatch upon the ideas avo liad 
formed, and sent it dowm to the Court of Directors. What I 
expected, liappened ; the subject Avas too large for the consideration 
of the Directors in general, and the few Avho knew anything con- 
ctjniing it, understanding from me that Mr. Pitt and I Avere decided 
in our oj[>inious, thought it best to acquiesce, so that they came to 
a resolution to adopt entirely the despatch as transmitted by me. 

The sulyoct I have just Avrote upon, naturally leads me to 
advert to what your Lordsliip has so often urged me upon — the 
finding a proper successor to you. I can assure your Lordship, 
you have never imposed any task upoil me that I have found more 
diflicult to accomplish. The truth is, that I had almost despaired 
of it, and it is not a month since I had determined to Avrite to you 
entreating you to remain a feAV mouths more, and promising that, if 
we did not find a successor in the course of the Avinter to our mind, 
I Avould come out to India myself, the moment the charter of the 
East India Company shoidd be settled, sooner than which time it 
Avas impossible for me to leave this country. I trust, hoAvever, that 
Avhat Ave liave noAv resolved upon, aviU, under all circumstances,, 
meet Avith your approbation. In considering the proceedings of 
your Government on the Dr««rn-*dnl .n'’*br.-::gh Mr. Shore 

differed from you on the -p.- U ; p- i >..as impossible 
to consider the whole of t' i-: ■ his talents, 

industry, and candour. Mr. Pitt and I therefore agreed to recom- 
mend Mm to the Court of Directors as proAusional successor to you. 
He had some difficulties on account of domestic circumstances — 
Mrs. Shore,' to Avhom he is much attached, not being in a condition 
to attend liirn immediately. He is AAiUing either to remain for a 
few years at the head of the Government, or to become second in 

1 Mrs. Shore, b. 1701, d. July 13, 1834, 
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Coimcil, if we tliink it riglit, upon further inquiry, to Fond out any 
other person from this country, or to come iiuniii; il’that suits 
oiu' arrangements best. We have got great credit by recommend- 
ing him for this appointment, and from the high opinion you 
entertain of him, I trust you will be satisfied with it. 

I wrote to the King, who is at Weymouth, giving him my 
reasons for adopting this measure, and I send you a copy ^ of the 
letter he wrote in answer to mme. He is in perfect health, and 
deh'ghted beyond description with all the recent events of India. 
I know not which he admires most, your conduct of the wnr, or the 
peace by which you have concluded it. The King wishes Aber- 
crombie to succeed you as Commander-in-Chief, with a seat in the 
Supreme Council. I have recommended it, and I suppose the 
Directors will do it next Wednesday. You see therefore that you 

W'ill be relieved from Qf taking his 

seat at the Council ' , • "1 . 'y. : id some means must be 

taken to prevent his ever doing it. I think it right, how’'ever, for 
my own sake, to say to you that I do not acquiesce in the strictmes 
you make in your letter. All you say may pnpfop+iy 
your T.ord.dvij.' will recollect that I have no - ■ 

■j-rivaTr nnc(---!.'ii,(--s, or the opinions you entertain of individual 
c!i:ii-iici;-rs. (xcept from wKat your Lordship from time to time may 
communicate to me. Nothing has ever dropt from you adverse to 

the character and pretensions of Mr. . I saw him standing 

at the head of the Board, and therefore, as the Court of 

Directors did not choose to give up their ideas of seniority, or to go 
down so low as Duncan, which, upon your authority, I m’ged, I 

very readily acquiesced in Mr. , in preference of several 

others that were mentioned. . . . 

I suppose we soon. His conduct to you 

has been highly ■ ■ eryivhere felt as such: you 

need be under no apprehension of his being well received at St. 
James’s. The King feels on all i ■•: ’■■■ ■■! . v;,-, :! ■. ;:>■ you wish. 
He had purposely reserved for 1 :, ■ ! \l ■ ::■! two. Bed 

Eibbons, that tliey might be bestowed upon them at the end of the 
war in India ; and that mark of the King’s approbation of their 
services was announced in the Gazette, immediately after the 
receipt of your letter communicating the termination of hostilities. 

In conferring the Marquisate on your Lordship, we went on 
your broiher ihe Bidiop’s iiuilioriry, boih ns to ihc- r hing itself, and 
not clincgcig tlio lirlc of ConiirnU!^. 1 y(.)ur Lordship will 
give i!io (lill ci'irdii wlii::!i I you ihai sirnoiigst many other 

• s !:!<■ I li I v.lo;;.-;-!:'!!, i: < rthe copy. 
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circnmstances of satisfaction, which, both on public and privato 
grounds, I derived from the happy termination of the war, none has 
given me more sincere j)leasure than the very high and exalted 
situation in wliich your Lordship stands in the pnl)lic fjjiinion, and 
tile love that is borne to you by every man in the kingdom whose 
opinion you can have any value for. 

I propose the beginning of next month to go to Scotland, and 
be idle for six weeks or two months, and upon my return “I shall 
sot immediately to work vith the arrangement of the new Charter. 
I have already pretty much formed ray opinions, and I trust we 
shall carry through all that business witli a high hand, and, I 
sliould hoiie, without any serious dispute with the Court of 
iJirectors. Before I go to Scotland I shall exjilain to Mr. Shore all 
ray idea§, that he may communicate them to you. 

I remain, &c., 

Henry Dundas, 

Tiik King to the Right Hon. IIenky Dundas, 

[Hologi'aplu] 

Weymoutli, Sept. 5, 1792, 4 l".M. 

Unless a very proper man of distinction could have been 
(found) to be Governor-General at Bengal, no one could have been 
- ■ I'T';' of as hir. Shore, who wall certainly more 

■ .!■ Civil plan Lord Cornwnllis has laid down than 
i \ . 1 . : ! trust at the same time a seat at the Supreme 

< ■.■■■;! ' !;i - mferred on M.-Gen. Abercrombie, and the 

Commission of Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in the East 
Indies ; and a fit person entrusted with the command of the Forces 
in the Carnatic. ' q., 

Mabquis Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Port wniiiam, Mai-cR i, 1793. 

I request that you will be persuaded that I feel myself 
highly gratified and honoured by the flatteiing expressions of 
approbation wMch you have been pleased, in your letter to this 
Government dated the 19th of September, 1792, to bestow upon 
my conduct during the late wnr, and upon the conditions of the 
peace by wliich it wns terminated ; and I beg that you will accept 
of my wurna.-st thanks for the sanction that yon have given to the 
issue of the gratuity wliich I had taken Aipon myseK to make to 
the ofllcers and soldiers under my command, as well as for the 
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additional bounty wliicli you have so Hberally ordered for -them, as 
a pubKc testimony of the sense that you entertain of tbeir merit 
and yalour. 

The notification that you have given of the appointment of Mr. 
Shore to succeed me in this Government has likewise afforded me 
very great satisfaction ; but as there were many objections to my 
preparing the minds of the Native Powers for my resignation of the 
Government, until I knew with certainty that a successor had been 
appointed, and might soon be expected in India, and as the season 
is now so far advanced that, evtm if i\rr. )Sliore should arrive to- 
morrow, I must either depart in so abrupt a manner as to hazard 
very material inconvenience to the public interests, or remain a 
few months longer in Bengal, I have felt it as a duty which I owe 
to you and to my country to sacrifice my own private wishes and 
all personal considerations, and postpone my departure from hence 
till the month of August next. 

I have accordingly given notice to all the Native Powers of my 
intended resignation at that period, and I trust that in the interval, 
every political arrangement will be completed that can tend to 
strengthen the prospect of a long continuance of the present 
general tranquillity. 

I shall likewise have time to explain fully to Mr. Shore the 
principles of the plan which has been adopted by this Government, . 
at my recommendation, for the future collection of the revenues, 
and for a regular and efficient administration of justice in the 
Bengal Provinces, and to avail myself of the suggestions wliicli his 
zeal and ability may enable liim to give me for establishing the 
system upon a solid and permanent fomidation. 

The plan being described in the letter in the Eevenue Depart- 
ment, and particularly detailed in my Minute which will be trans- 
mitted with it as an enclosmre, it is unnecessary in this place to 
enter into any explanation of it ; but I think it incumbent upon me 
to say that the radical defects which have long prevailed in your 
dominions, in the administration of civil and criminal justice to 
your native subjects, have been no less unworthy of the British 
character than injurious to your interests. And as the plans that I 
have introduced for remedying those evils have been the result of 
my most deliberate consideration for several years, I indulge myself 
in V(. i-y sanguine I.ojjes tliai IIuh will b(; fouinl worthy of your entire 
approl'inion, as being well calciilatcd fnr giving ."dditi'''ra^ 
to the lives and properties, and for increasing il.- I ..j-jM:..-". 
many miUions of people. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hoh. HiiNRV Dundas. • 

Dear Sir, Cnlcntta, March 7, 1793. 

I received on the 2iid instant yonr letter dated the 17th of 
September, and was very happy to find that the mode of termi- 
nating the W!ir liini li'iv--!! >i!rh gcnornl :• T- br d. 

Having pn.iini.'-i-d iu imv r.o y i-. v-- 'i.i'i ■ lat I 

would not I'.-ave iinliii oi iLi-t' g sui.-i lessor arrived, and being so 
drep.ly interested in the success of our affairs in this country, that 

] wi!iilsl '■liiTer anything rather than contribute to put into 

the Chair even for a month, I was unwilling to give any notice of 
my intended resignation to the country Powers, or to make any 
public preparations for it, previous to the arrival of the packet. 
The very long passage which the Tartar made, has now reduced me 
to the necessity of deciding whether I would hazard the ill 
conserpiences to the [Hiblir .-inhirs hP a ^lahlen and abrupt departure, 
or continue some months longer in JDengal : <Mnd, nlihoiigh llio 
climate of the approarliing season is not very inviting, 1 have not 
hesitated to prilbr Ilio hittci*. . . . 

I shall he very anxious to hear how you have settled the 
business of the Charter, of which I tliink tlie military part the most 
difficult, although perhaps it maynot be so ifii.'iu dialoly iriailh.-rime 
to you as that iviiich nhitijs to the Court of Directors. I liave 
never yet been able to form any satisfactory jdan for the Indian 
army, but I am fully persuaded that it cannot go on long on its 
present footing. . . . 

I transmit to the Court of Directors by tliis opportunity a copy 
of my Minute on tlie subject of the separatiou of the collection of 
the revenue from the judicial aiitliorily, wiiich has obtained the 
sanction of the Board ; you will perceive that I have made a few 
alterations since I sent it to you, they were suggested by some of 
the most able men in tliis settlement, and when I have completely 
carried the plan into execution, I shall feel not only that I have 
secured the most important advantages to the natives, but that I 
have struck at Jin: umu of the abuses which so long disgraced the 
British administration in India. j 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Bishop op Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, Calcutta, March 9, 1793. 

. . . If I had no thought hut for my own comfort and 
gratification, I should not hesitate a moment about my immediate 
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departure fromtliis country, but a Governor-General, and especially 
one who lias been engaged in such important scenes as myself, 
cannot take an abrupt leave with-'U'^ T’' ' ■ . 1 

to the public service. I have : ■ ' 

Government till August, by which time everything will be so 
arranged that no miscliief or confusion is likely to arise from my 
resignation. Shore is not yet arrived, but we expect liim hourly. 

The Commodore, who promised to be in the mouth of the river 
by the latter end of last month, when he hoped to carry me home, 
has not made his appearance, but I trust I shall have the satis- 
faction of seeing liim in a few days, and of concerting matters with 
him for our August voyage. 

I was glad to find that Brome had got safe home, when the 
whole Continent was in so great a combustion, and I am perfectly 
well pleased with tlie idea of his remaining at Cambridge tdl my 
rctarn. The ]'ia]‘'Ors ni-o nilcd w ith notliing but the horrors of those 
butchers and e;i!niib:!l- ni l^iris ; I trust that my friend the Duke of 
Brunswic wfil long since have inflicted upon them severe and 
exemplary chastisement. Your affectionate brother, 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Foi-t wniiiun, March 21, 1793. 

I have read with peculiar gratifi faction the rosnlutions passed 
by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and (.'oiiuuon (/duiicil oT tlie City of 
London, on the 4th of October last, communicated by your public 
general letter, dated the 10th of that month, and' I beg leave to 
request that you will be pleased to convey to that respectable body, 
my warmest assmunces that I put a very high value on the appro- 
bation that they have expressed of my conduct during the late war 
wk’’ Tt’-; . , and that I shall ever feel it as a most dis- 
■■■■' ■ ■■ ■■ ■■■■ ■ =■' have been em-olled in so flattering a manner 

in the list of the Citizens of London. 

I have, &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

-p. o, [Private.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, MarcR 24, 1793. 

I have had the pleasure since I wrote last of receiving my 
friend Shore, whose mind is become much more enlarged and 
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firm, and wlioso sentiments are greatly improved by Ms visit to 
'England. 

He lias been perfectly fair and good-lmmoiired about tbe 
permanent settlement, and Ms declaration tliat be will per-severe in 
tlic present system of external management, and, above all, bis 
approbation and resolution to support and enforce tbe late domestic 
arrangements, bave afforded me tbe greatest satisfaction, and 
iiidnce me to hope that I shall have grounds to retract tbe opinion 
I before gave, and to admit Mm as an exception to my general 
rule. He did not appear to bo in tbe least disappointed by my 
resolution to retain lla; (b»\<‘i-!ijiioi!t till August, but offered me bis 
most cordial assistance wlienever I might wish to employ Mm. 

Tbe Commissioners on tbe Malabar coast are going on vastly 
w'ell, and my friend Duncan, who is Avortb all tbe rest, is of opinion 
that, when tbe conntiy bus recovered a little from tbe late distrac- 
tions, the revenue miU be nearly erpial to tbe amount at wliicbtft 
was stated in Tippoo’s scbodules. 

Incban politics continue much tbe same : Scindia is still at 
Poona, and there is at present no apiDearance of bis leaving that 
place ; tbe Nizam’s Government is as feeble and disjointed as ever. 
Tippoo’s first kliist is paid to both those Powers, and Ms Vakeels 
bave notified that a second may be soon expected. Captain 
Kirlq)atriok has been received with great civility by tbe Eajab of 
Nepaiil ; and Welsh remains at Gwabatty, where be is endeavouring 
(but Mtlierto -witbout success) to bring about a reconeibation. 
between tbe Eajab of Assam and tbe discontented chiefs. 

I observe tliat tbe consideration of tbe mibtary establishment of 
India is postponed, and I shall in tbe mean time apply my most 
serious thoughts, and obtain tbe best information and opinions that 
I can, on that difficult subject. I must however premise that I 
foresee great danger for our A=:iatic pos?o?-ion' from, a separate 
provincial army of Europeans, and I rlusll Tlicn.-lbrc c(;;rii.i!.iip\ not 
recommend that principle m tbe arrangement. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Makquis Cornwalus to the Rev. Mr. Swartz. 

Sir, Fort William, May 9, 1793. 

I have received your letter, dated tbe 12tb ultimo, and am 
much obbged to you for tbe candid manner in wMcb you have 
communicated your sentiments to me respecting tbe adoption of 
Serfojee and tbe succession to tbe Eaje of Tanjore. 
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From tlie respectable character which you have always borne, 
I entertain no doubt of your having recalled the attention of our’ 
Government to the claims of Serfojee from your perfect conviction 
of their being founded on justice, and you may be assured that in 
order to guide the judgment of the Supreme Government, I shall 
call upon the pundits of the highest reputation in Bengal and 
Benares for their opinions uijon this important question, 

I am, &c,, 

COENWALLIB. 

Maiiquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Ddndas. 

[Private.] 

Bear Sir, Calcutta, Ma 7 10, 1793. 

. . . Our domestic affairs go on smoothly and prosper- 
oply, and it is at Poona only that there is any cloud in the poli- 
tical hemisphere, but on the footing we at present stand, even if 
things should take the most unfavom-able turn, we cannot, I think, 
be materially affected by them. 

Scindia has lately obtained a considerable advantage by his 
successful interference for the release of a Brahmin of Mgh rank 
vhoiti I'.iid injn'lici'ni.'ly confined, and has on this occasion 
CMurIC'd scch liinniliiiliiig concessions from the latter, as must 
considerably lessen his weight and consequence in the Maratta 
state, and in addition to this circumstance the march of the Nizam 
to Bider, and the report of his intention to proceed to Poona, has 
caused great alarm to the Peshwa’s Ministers, towards whom his 
Highness, or at least his Minister Azeem al Omrah, is by no means 
supposed to bear any friendly disposition. 

It is difficult to guess how the contest between Nana and 
Scindia viH terminate, but where cunning and procrastination are 
the favourite weapons, tliere is always a chance that it will not 
come to extremity. With respect however to Azeem al Omrah, I 
think I can ventm^e to pronounce, that, after the declaration which 
he made to Sir J. Kennaway, and the remonstrance that Sir John 
wdl have communicated to Mm from me, he will not engage deeply 
in a business that must be attended with so much danger as weU 
to his Master’s interests as his own. 

Tippoo’s second Khist has arrived at Kistnagerry, and I am 
sangmne in the hope that the terms of the treaty will be com- 
pletely executed before the period of my departure. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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MaeQUIS COENWALLIS TO Til’POO SULTAUN. 

May 29, 1793, 

. . . Some time ago I communicated to you my intention 
of retiirniiig to Europe at tlie expiration of a few months, and I 
roju-esontcrl the chief motive for defen-ing my departime, which in 
f‘<>n>i(U.‘rii.ti(iii of the assurances that I made to you at Seringa- 
patam on receiving charge from you of the young Princes, is 
almost wholly confined to the expectation that before the time 
which I have fixed for my departure shah arrive, I shall be enabled 
to return them to you. After the repeated declarations which I 
have received from you that there are no prisoners confined within 
your dominions, and after the solemn attestation of Heaven to all 
acts and in particular to this of releasing all that shall be alive, 
W' Inch w'as purposely inserted in the treaty relative to the prisoners, 
I cannot lait be surprised at the frequent information which I have 
received under many coiToborating circumstances, of several Eu- 
ropeans being still detained within your territories, and’w^hich I 
have regularly transmitted to you. It cannot now be necessary 
for mo to assure you that my earnest desire to live in harmony 
and to cultivate a sincere friendship with your state, will never 
permit me to attend to the designing conduct of interested persons, 
who may be desirous to disturb the tranquillity and goodwill that 
prevails, nor am I ready to pay attention to the reports which 
men who may have made tlieir escape, may make to me under 
the impulse of revenge for the sufferings wliich they may have 
midergone, unless I may be induced to give them credit from the 
circumstantial detail of corroborating facts ; and it has been with 
the view of defeating the pernicious tendency of too easy a belief; 
that I have informed you of every point wliich has come to my 
knowledge, that you might direct the release of those who on 
enquiry you might have found to be in confinement, and that you 
might by means of the same enquiry have obtained a knowledge 
of the fate of those who once your prisoners may be no more, par- 
ticularly of the fate of two officers of cavalry who were taken at 
Canveripatam, and of a surgeon who was taken in the vicinity of 
Bangalore. I can therefore only repeat my earnest requests on this 
poiot, and my reliance on your Mendship and on the personal regard 
subsisting bi.-tween us, that you will renew your pf)sitivo orders tor 
a minute report on the fate of aU who may be dead, and for the 
release of those who may be still alive. 

Impressed by the earnestness which you display in your letter 
to accommodate all matters stiU unadjusted, it will afford me an 
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inexpressible happiness to meet your wishes, and those which the 
Princes have notified in their letters to me, that I will call at 
Madras on my way to Europe and see them set out, in a manner 
consistent with our cordial intimacy, to return to you. But inde- 
pendent of this motive, the personal regard which I have imbibed 
for them in discovering their good manners and disposition during 
the period that I had the happiness of being in their company, will 
always make me anxious to see them, and to be personally present 
at the happy time when, in pursuance to the engagements subsist- 
ing with the Allied Powers, they shall commence their journey to 
you. As this, however, ^vill in a gTeat measure depend on the 
season when I shall .Tnbaik from Bengal, for I can scarcely suppose 
that then.' return will be delayed by anydiing that rests with you, 
I can only for the present assure you that such an opportunity will 
afford me very great happiness. 

I will not now occupy you \vith any further remarks, than that 
I trust you will ever find me and my successor, Sir John Shore, 
desirous of meeting your wishes, that henceforward a cordiality and 
permanent friendship should subsist on the firm basis of sincerity 
and good faith between the two Governments. 

The Governor-Gexeral in Council to the Governor in Council 
AT Fort St. George. 

Honourable Sir, Fort wiiuam, June 20, 1793. 

. . . The Governor-General in a letter to Sir Charles 
Oakcley, dated the 8th instant, recommended that a corps of obser- 
vation should be immediately formed under the command of Colonel 
Ployd, for the purpose of intercepting supplies and cutting off aU 
communication between Pondicherry and the country, and he like- 
wise deshed that all previous arrangements should be made for 
assembling a sufficient force, and for being prepared in every respect 
to besiege the jilace, doubting at the same time whether it would 
be prudent actually to engage in the attack before we could rely 
on a naval co-operation, and expressing his intention of going to 
Madras as soon as the season and other circumstances should 
admit of it. 

As, however, it may be very uncertain whether Lord Cornwallis 
can possibly arrive on the coast before the middle of August, we 
do not wish that the commencement of thr; 0 |iv ral iiCis .'hoiild b-.} 
delayed on his account, if it should appem- lo i!ic <:il isfici ioit f)i' 
your Board and of the Military men of most experience, that the 
siege may be undertaken with a reasonable prospect of success. 
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The French regular troops, to the eastward of the Cape of 
Good Hope, consist of two regiments of an estahlisliment of about 
1000 each, with some artillery, and as nearly half of that miiuher 
are now at Pondicherry, it is not probable that more than 300 or 
400 men can be sent from the Isle of France, and although with 
that reinforcement, and the sea open to them for supplies of proyi- 
sions, the garri'^on 7night make a long and vigorous defence, yet 
W'e conceive that an army might be assembled of strength enough 
to reduce the place, provided there were means of conveying by 
land a powerful and weU supplied artillery. And in order to be 
prepared for these disadvantageous circumstances, w'e wish you to 
turn your thouglit® serinn«ly to this object, lest we may ultimately 
be under ilu- iujrC'Sil y of adopting it, and it will at all events be 
proper that you should engage a number of Brinjarries to attend 
the army, as tliey will be very useful in supplying the followers, 
even if the communication by sea should be perfectly open for us. 

. . . ^^"e can at present have nothing to apprehend from 

Tippoo, or any of the other country powers, but if it were other- 
wise the more om force is assembled the more formidable we 
should be. In regard to the Poligars, wo have already expressed 
our sentiments against yom’ having recom-se to arms except in 
cases of very serious extremity, and if yom: servants employed in 
the collections act with temper, moderation, and integrity, we trust 
it will be rarely necessary ; but if such a case shoxdd occur at this 
criticxil period, and any Polygar should be weak enough to take 
advantage of the temporary absence of our troops to throw off his 
allegiance, there could be no great mischief in postponing his chas- 
tisement for a few months. . . . 

We have, &c. 

Tue Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Foi-t wuiiam, Aug. i, nos. 

. . . On the 11th June we received from the Governor 

in Council at Fort St. George copies of despatches dated the 
lOfh .\] irTl. from His Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria, with a detail 
of iiiii lligi-iifv ‘.rom Europe, notifying in |i.j.siliv..- terms that the 
French had declared war against JhiglMiul Holland on the 
1st of February, 1793 ; lie held himself responsible for the truth of 
this inteUigoiice, and we determined to consider it, under the 
sanction he had given to it, as sufficiently authentic to warrant us 
ill adopting those measures that must have, followed a regular 
official communication of the war. We therefore issued orders, 
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•wMcli were effected without resistance, for taking possession of 
Chandernagore and the several French Factories in this country, 
and seizing the vessels here that carried the French flag. We 
either confined or put the subjects of France on their parole, and 
we issued such commissions as were authorised by the Company’s 
Charter, in the form necessary to warrant the commanders of the 
country ships in acting against the enemy at sea. 

The Government of Madi-as immediately commenced the neces- 
sary preparations for the siege of Pondicherry, where Colonel 
Floyd with a large detachment arrived on the 11th of July to 
blockade it on the land side, while the Commodore, with His 
Majesty’s frigate the “Mineiwa,” and tliree of your China ships, the 
“Triton,” “Warley,” and “Eoyal Charlotte,” are engaged to pre- 
vent supplies from being imported by sea, and the French Factories 
of Karical and Yanam have been taken possession of by the officers 
of the Madras Government, . . . 

Lord Cornwallis is in lioj^es of being able to proceed to the 
coast in ten or twelve days ; and we are embarking five com2Danies 
of artillery and twelve of Lascars to assist at the siege, with a bat- 
tering train and other stores in ships freighted to transport them. 

We are, &c. 

Marquis Corhwalus to the Court op Directors, 
HoNOTJEABLE SiES, Fort St. George, Sept. 18, 1793, 

I have great satisfaction in v'^ur Honourable 

Court on the reduction of the l* -- » ■* I'.,' d - ■ ■ and of all 
the other French settlements and factories on the continent of 
India. . . . 

As it was of great consequence for the public interest, that 
Pondicherry should be reduced before the setting in of the north- 
east monsoon, I thought it prudent to adojit every means in my 
power to insure our success, and with that view I recommended 
that, in addition to the vigorous exertions of the Government of 
Fort St. George, five companies of artillery and twelve companies 
of lascars should be sent from Bengal, to be ready to assist in the 
operations of the siege in case their services should prove to be 
necessary. I likewise resolved to repair to the Carnatic in joerson, 
as soon as T could procure a safe conveyance, not only to take a 
share in the last piece of service, wJiicJi was likeiy to occur during 
the sliort rtimainder of my intended slay in India, but in order that 
I might be at hand to give the utmost energy that might be possible 
to our efforts in ease Pondicherry should be reinforced, or other 
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circuiUHtances slioukl arise to enaUe it to malie a foniiiclublo 
resistance. . . . 

A large supply of rice and military stores of difierent Idnds 
having been applied for by this Presidency, considerable cpiantities 
of both articles were embarked with the artillery and lascars on 
board the “ Woodcote ” and three country ships that had been 
engaged for this service, and the whole of these ve.ssels, after 
nnicli delay and difficulty in dropping down the river at that 
season of the year, at last quitted the Pilots in safety. I anived 
at this place on the 7th instant, having left Calcutta on the loth 
ultimo. 

Upon coming into the roads, I was happy to find the meritorious 
exertions of Government in assembling the army, and in trans- 
porting the ordnance and stores for the siege, supported by the firm 
and j'!iblir-,-jii!'!P <] co-operation of Admiral Cornwallis, and the 
good <i!‘ Colonel Brathwaite and the troops under his 

command, had been attended with every ir ' .1 't il :M b.: \ •• 
been expected from them, and that the i i l .s.iljr- 

di]iation of the soldiers of the garrison had forced the Governor of 
Pondicherry, after a fire of only a few hours from onr first batteries, 
and before the works had suffered any material damage, to sur- 
render, by capitulation on the 23rd ultimo. 

Tbe particulars of the transactions of the siege, and the terms 
of the capitulation, will be fully detailed in the despatches of this 
Government. . . . 

It was confidently rcportcfl that a 40-gun frigate called the 
■ “ Sybil© ” with three oliuu- frigates, and a convoy of troops and 
stores, were daily expected at Pondicherry from the Isle of France, 
and the master of a privateer that was taken declared that he 
in p— them. The “Sybile,” however, alone made 
: = ' i.. r.i siege with a detachment of artillerymen 

on hoard which 'were intended to have been landed, but stood out 
to sea upon being chased by the Admiral, and after touching for a 
few hours next day at Tranquebar, left the coast and has not since 
been heard of. . . . 

I shall not enter into any details of tlie state of your affairs 
in this country, but it is higldy gratifying to me to know that 
you wiU. be informed by the desimtches from aU the Pi-esi- 
deucies, that they are in every respect in a most flourishing con- 
dition. 

As a ship of war cannot be spared to carry me to England, and 
no public reason renders it necessary to postpone any longer my 
resignation of tlio Supreme Govermnont, it is my intention to 
VOL. II. Q 
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take my passage in the Swallow” packet, and to sail from hence 
early in the next month. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Sir C. W. Malet, Bart. 

SiBj Madras, Oct. 3, 1793. 

I have received your letter dated the 15th ultimo, but as the 
question of our interference in favour of the Gruicowar family is of 
an important nature and may involve very serious consequences, I 
can by no means give any decision upon it on the eve of my 
departure for England, and have therefore referred it to the consi- 
deration of Sir John Shore and the succeeding Government. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Sir John Shore, 

Dear Sir, Madras, Oct. 9, 1793. 

I cannot leave this country, without repeating my anxious 
wishes for the continuance of your health and the success of your 
Government. As I shall certainly be upon the watch about every 
thing respecting India, as well as probably in the habit of seeing 
Ministers, I beg you will not scruple to write to me on any point 
either public or private in wliich you are interested, and in the 
mean time that you will be assured that as far as I know your 
sentiments, I will endeavour to counteract any plan or resolution at 
home that militates against them, ... I am &c. 

Cornwallis. 

Although there is no system here in revenue or commerce, and 
in fact everything is still to be begun, yet I'must in justice say 
that the ordinary business of Government is carried on with purity 
and economy, and that Sir Charles Oakeley’s character, though not 
calculated for great reformation, has a considerable claim to esteem 
and respect. 

Eight Hon. Henry Dundas to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My dear Lord, ' Whitehall, Oct. 2 . 3 , 1793 . 

. . , The appointment of a successor to your Lordship 
has been uhcady made, and the motive for that appointment so 
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fully explained to your LordsMp, tliat it will be totally unnecessary 
to .say more on tlie subject. 

Your Lordship’s sentiments with, respect to the appointment of 
Governors for India, I trust have been duly attended to, with 
respect to the appointment of Lord Hobart to the Government of 
Madras. A similar attention, as far as circumstances will admit, 
will be paid to yom Lordship’s sentiments with respect to futtire 
appointments. And though I have already fully stated the reasons 
which led to tb "* '■’-.t of Sir John Shore, I must observe 

that your >■ -iiip'.. '.■l:.-.- ■■ i the subject of Governors for India, 
was not received till several months after that appointment took 
place, and I could not, of course, avail myself of your Lordsliip’s 
sentiments on that subject. . . . 

Your letter on the tax on spirituous liquors being likely to prove 
a full compensation for the abolition of the Sayer duties, cannot but 
be satisfactory, more especially as we have already given our 
sanction to that measure. . . . 

I have not had time to attend with that accuracy I wished to 
the papers relative to your Lordship’s plan for “separating the 
judicial authority from the collection of the revenue,” and though 
I have the highest confidence in the propriety of all your Lordship’s 
measures, yet as legal objections may arise on a subject of such 
infinite importance, I have thought it right, as the several papers 
■with, your Tjordsliip’s last corrections are now officially before us, 
to submit them to the consideration of our Standing Counsel, 
previous to giving any directions thereon. . . . 

The arrangements for the renewal of the Company’s Charter 
have been made, and received the sanction of the legislature with 
an unanimity almost unexampled. My private and confidential 
sentiments on that subject were conveyed to your Lordsliip through 
Sir John Shore, and, as therein intimated, the arrangement of the 
Indian army has been left tiE your Lordship’s return, and on that 
important subject your sentiments and recommendations will have 
that due weight and attention wduch they must necessarily merit. 

I am, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

Lord Cornwallis had sailed for England before tliis despatch 
reached India, and he did not receive it tEl after his return home. 
The proceedings against the Messrs. HoEond, repeatedly alluded to 
in tins correspondence, appear to have been dropped before the 
close of 1793, in consequence, probably, of tlio l,)rolher.s luning 
previously sailed for America, wdiere it is beheved they both died. 

Q 2 
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CHAPTEE XYI. 


Lord Cornwallis retunas to England — State of affairs on the Continent — The 
War in Flanders — Jealousies of the Austrians and Prussians — Lord Corn- 


returns Home — nis pian lor novv-modellmg the Indian army — Proposal to 
confer on him the chief command of the Allied Armies — His explanation 
to the Duke of York — Disgraceful conduct of the Austrians. 


On Ms return to England, Lord Cornwallis found tliat a con- 
siderable EngHsli army, under tbe command of tbe Duke of York, 
was engaged, in conjunction with tlie Austrians, Prussians, and 
Dutch, in the defence of Flanders. Their conjoint operations in 
1793 had been successful, but the jealousy felt by the two great 
German powers towards each other, threatened to mar the prospects 
of 1794. 

The Duke of Brunsmek had thrown up the command, and 
Prussia had employed the Comte de KalMeutli ^ to carry on secret 
negoeiations with France. To remedy this evil in some degree, it 
was settled that the Emperor of Germany should have the nominal 
command, the Duke of York and the Prince of Saxe Coburg ® 
acting under him at the head of their respective contingents. For 
a short time success attended their exertions, hut the scale soon 
turned, and though the Duke of York defeated Pichegru ® on the 
10th of May with heavy loss, the Austrians, under Generals 
Clerfait ^ and Kaunitz,® received a most severe check a fevr days 
later. On the 22nd, however, the Allies, principally owing .to the 
efforts of the English, succeeded in compelling the French to 
relinquish the siege of Tournay, and to fall hack upon Lisle. 


^ Adolphe Frederick, Comte de Kalh’euth, 
■. 17.!7, ,1. June 18, 1818. 
!i-i ’.V,., the war with 

r i.‘. i the Prussian 

linrnT.m'-t to v.-ril . 

wick in 1792 ; and framed the c-apiudation of 
IMayenca in 1798, under whicJi the giirrisoii 
was allowed to act against the Vendeans, 
thus deciding that war. 

“ Frederick do.s'- -. — ■ " " 

Josias, Prince of ■■ ■. ■ ■ . : . 

Dec. 26, 1737, . 


manded against the Turks m 1787, and, 
with the assistance of the Russians, won 
^T- I ..1 , no — Q . He 

' ' . _ .1 1 . ' L .7 1, d. 

. ■ -.• ■.1, .'ir.!-;: v.;:!'. ■ ■ iuspi- 

■ * ( - ' t j^di de 

Croix, Comte de Clerfait, a Field-Marshal, 
h. Oct. 14, 1733, d. July 18, 1798. lie had 
served in the Seven Years’ War. 

“ FraiiL-is Wenzcslaiis, Comte de Kaunitz, 
h. July 2, 1742, d. Dec. 20, 1825. 


♦ 
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Tlie Pnissiaiis meantime Lad taken no part in tliese move- 
ments. When they had been assured that their alleged want of 
pro\d.sions, ammunition, waggons, &c., would be supplied by the 
English commissariat, the real reason of their inactivity became 
apparent. Lord Malmesbury, in the beginning of June, wrote to 
Lord Elgin, ^ “ they serve for ready money only,” In fact there 
can be no doubt that the Prussian Cabinet was not inclined to act 
cordially with the other Allies, and that, as it expected to obtain 
some great advantage by concluding a separate treaty with France, 
frivolous excuses were made, Avith a view to mask the real inten- 
tions of the Government. The withdrawal of Prussia from the^ 
coalition would have been a disastrous event, and every exertion 
was made by the other allied powers to avert this calamity. Unity 
of action was essential to success, but unity could not exist if eacli 
army acted iiidcpoiKleiilly. Yet the objcrtious to nssiguing nn 
undivided command to any one Gcui ml u<-n: iibiK-v iii-i;pcriil)je,. 
Tlie Prussians Avere ready so far to submit to a superintending 
iiuthority as to consent to serve under the Emperor of Germany, 
Avhenever he should be actually present ; but should he withdraw 
from the camp, they would not obey an Austrian General. The 
Austrians, on the other hand, would not serve under a Prussian 
General. Eeciprocal communications as to their intended opera- 
tions, with mutual requests for assistance, Avere, it is true, inter- 
changed betAveen the Prussians, the Austrians, and the English, 
especially by the two latter poAA^ers, the Duke of York being at all 
times the most ready to act cordially with the other Allies. But 
no plan of operations Avas settled, and the heartburnings and 
jealousies daily augmented. Under these circumstances it AA'as 
thought adAusable to send to the Continent some person of high 
reputation and eminent character, who might ascertain the real 
position of affairs, and Avhose adAuce Avould be listened to Avith 
respect. Lord Coriwallis was selected to fulfil this mission. He 
had been for some time in close communication Avitli the Govern- 
ment on all matters connected with the Loav Countries, and it 
was finally arranged that he should proceed to Flanders without 
any ostensible command, and there discuss all matters with the 
Duke of York, Avith Marshal Miillendorf ® for the Prussians, and 

‘ Thomns, 7th Earl of Elgin and 11th of ■ 1 T ’ > v,i ih 

Kincanhiip, a (leiieial, b. July 20, 1706, d. ' ■ > 1 < 
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with tlie Emperor or Iiis Generals (the Prince of Coburg and 
General Clerfait) for the Austrians. The necessity for his imme- 
diate depai-tme was the more urgent, because the Emperor, acting 
under secret and probably treacherous advice, had intimated an 
intention of returning to Vienna. 

Lord Cornwallis landed at Ostend June 2nd, and proceeded on 
his mission, the details of which will be found in his despatches. 
He failed to induce the Emperor to remain in Elanders, and before 
his return to England he had the mortification of hearing of the 
battle of Eleurus, and the fall of Charleroi and Ypres. A series of 
similar events followed, and the increasing bad feeling between 
the Duke of York and the Austiian Generals (especially General 
Clerfait) diminished the hope of the Alhes redeemmg their mis- 
fortunes by some bold and united movement. The Austrians them- 
selves began to feel the incapacity of their Generals for conducting 
operations on a large scale, and to be sensible that their military 
skill was insufficient to coj)e with the talents of the Erench Com- 
manders and the enthusiasm of them troops. A hint was therefore 
thrown out from Vienna, that if the local rank of Field Marshal, 
which would place Irim above all the German Generals in the Low 
Countries, were conferred upon Lord Cornwallis, the Emperor 
would not be indisposed to place his armies under his command, 
and hopes were entertained that the Prussians might follow the 
example. Comte Mercy d’Aigenteau ^ was to be sent to England 
with some definite proposition of this nature, and Lord Spencer ^ 
and Mr. Thomas Grenville ® were appointed to proceed on a similar 
mission to Vienna. Colonel Eoss accompanied them, in the double 
capacity of an intimate friend of Lord Cornwallis, and of an officer 
well able to advise them on military subjects. 

Them piinciijal objects, as stated in their instructions, dated 
July 19th, w>-ere to stop the further progress of the Erench by some 


^ Florimonde Claude, Comte Mercy d’Ar- 
geiiteau, b, 1722, d. Aug. 26, 1794, unm. 
Ambassador in Paris from Vienna from 1766 
to 1790. For many interesting letters of 
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lately published. 

^ George John, 2nd Earl Spencer, 
b. Sept. 1, 1758, d. Nor. 10, 1834; m. 
March 6, 1781, Lavinia, dan. of Charles, 1st 
Perl ofT -i;. T. •1 ..,f ‘1.;- v. 
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vigorous and well-concerted united movement; and, as the first 
step, to relieve Yalenciennes and the other towns, which were then 
about to be besieged by the French. 

Affairs in the Low Countries were meantime becoming 'worse 
and worse. The Duke of York repeatedly remonstrated, both in 
public and private letters, about the conduct of the Austrian 
Generals, especially on the 21st and 22nd July, when he com- 
plained in most bitter terms that the Prince of Coburg had 
retreated without giving the slightest intimation of his plans, either 
to him or to the commanders of any of the other corps, and that 
ho was thus compelled to fall back on Antwerp, which he w'as 
obliged to evacuate on the 23rd. The British Government, incensed 
at such conduct, and convinced of the incapacity of the Prince of 
Coburg, then insisted, as a sine qua nan, that he should forthwith 
be removed from his. command. No great diflSculty was made in 
dismissing both him and the Prince de AValdeck,^ but it was im- 
possible to prevail upon the Court of Vienna to name a successor. 
Negociations proceeded for some time, and in the course of them 
it appeared that Austria claimed an indemnity ® from France for 
her expenses in the war for the defence of Flanders, wliich M. de 
Thugut ® declared had never produced 200?. a-year net income. 

The English Government had in the mean time felt so conj&dent 
that xiustria would assent to Lord Cornwallis being placed in com- 
mand, that they determined to submit the subject to the King — a 
matter of considerable delicacy, as it involved the supercession of 
the Duke of York. Accordingly a long Minute of Cabinet was 
prepared, reciting in detail what had passed between the English 
and Austrian Governments, and stating that it was clear that 
neither the Duke of York nor General Clerfait would he cordially 
accepted by the two jirmies as Commnnrlor-iu-Chief, and that it 
was therefore necessarv to iij'jioim: v.jiiioat (i<'lisy some person who 
would have the entire conliilcncc i>f ilii' A Hits. That in conformity 
with the suggestion of Comte Mercy and Comte Stalmemhurg,^ it 
would seem expedient to give the local rank of Field Marshal to 


1 Christian Aini-iist, Prinru dc W.ahlafk, h, 
Dec. 6, 1744, <1. Sr-ul. ‘i:,, I T'is, in Lisbon, 
nnmarriod. I’lcid-Majsii.il in Ansina, 17t'7, 
.->) Capt.rn-i i •’<'< nl ni 

Vi !:. ; !>l- < i !■:■.. .-i;. : -.-n.-C i 

- The sum which the Austrians intended 
to claim does not appear. On this, as on 
other occasions, they seem to have expected 
that tli(‘ir expunsts should be repaid. In 


lady, lie hrst di.stinguisfted amseit by ins 
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Lord Cornwallis, stipulating tliat he should have the virtual (if not 
the nominal) command of all the Allied Armies. The position of 
the Duke of York was commented upon at length, and a hope 
was expressed, that, for the various reasons assigned, he would not 
object to serve under Lord Cornwallis, though in their existing 
ranks the Duke of York ^ was the senior ofiScer. The Minute con- 
cluded by declaring that, in the opinion of the Cabinet, this was 
the only step which aiforded any chance of repairing the calamities 
sustained by the xillies during the present campaign. 

This ]\Iinute was on the same day transmitted to the King by 
Mr. Pitt, who accompanied it with a letter ^ suggesting that Mr. 
Windham ® should be sent to Holland to explain the position of 
affairs to the Duke of York. The King acceded to the proposition, 
but with gi’eat reluctance, and the result was communicated to 
Lord Spencer and Mr. Grenville in a despatch dated August 29.^ 

Mr. Windhom n-r-ordingly went to Holland, and at Bois le Due 
joined the 1 >;:!«.■ ot‘ Ytek, v !.o was very unwilling to give up the 
command, or to act under Lord Cornwallis; but if it were con- 
sidered absolutely necessary that Lord Cornwallis’s proposed ap- 
dioiild liik' i)li','*,e, he said he was disposed to serve as a 
Ml-. Wi-.idhaiii, on the 4th September, communicated 
to Mr. Pitt the substance of the several conversations he had had 
with the Duke of York, evidently himself inclining to the Duke’s 
views, though admitting tliat if Lord Cornwallis could have the 
real command it would be of immense value. He considered, how- 
ever, that there was no hope of such an arrangement, as he was 
convinced of “the dreadful duplicity of the Austrians, and the 
unfeeling and uii]'ri:iciple-l indifference with which they sacrifice 
the gi-eatest piiblic •.•rests to their private emoluments and 
animosities” — an opinion in which the Duke of York fully 
coincided. 

The conduct of affairs at Vienna was meantime most unsatis- 
factory. To retract all that had been promised or proposed — to 
advance claims which it was evident were inadmissible — wore 
events of daily occuiTence ; and the arrival of Lucchessini ® from 


i The Duke of York w;is .1 Ge-'icrsl ofAiiril 
12. 1702: T.. K,'.. i-. 
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tlie Prussian camp at Wola boded no good. There is now little 
doubt that he was in the pay of France, and that his oliject at 
Vienna was to watch and thwart the plans of England, and to 
make as miieli mischief as possible. Lord Spencer was shortly 
afterwards informed that Austria would not accede to the con- 
ditions proposed by Great Britain. Not many days later arrived 
the news of the surrender of Valenciennes, almost without resist- 
ance. Great indignation was felt in England at this event, the 
more so, as the Austrian General had assented to an article in the 
Capitulation, under wliich all the emigrants in the garason were 
to be given up to the French, an act notoriously equivalent to a 
sentence of instant death. 

xVlthough the strong remonstrances of the English Govern- 
ment could not be entirely disregarded, they were but coldly 
received; and as the complete ascendancy gained by M. de Thugut’ 
over the Emperor’s mind had by this time become apparent, by 
the withdrawal of C^omte Mercy’s jnoposals tind the evident dis- 
inclination to act any longer in concert with England, Lord Spencer 
and ]\[r. Grenville solicited their recall. Tlieh request was imme- 
diately complied with, and all further idea of conferring the com- 
mand on Lord Cornwallis was abandoned. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

DeAII Sir, Torbay, Feb. 3, 1794. 

I am just coming to an anchor in this bay, in the Swallow 
packet, and transmit duplicates of the despatches that were sent by 
the Scorpion, giving an account of the capture of Pondicherry. 
My fingers are so cold that I can only tell you that I left Madras 
on the 10th October, and that our affairs in India were in a most 
prosperous state. j am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The King to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Windsor, Feb. 10, 1794, 4(5 m. past 7, A.M. 

Mr, Secretary Dundas has judged very properly in notifying 
to me what drop’d from the Marquess Cornwallis on the subject 
of Lieutenant Col. Boss. I know how much on all occasions the 
latter has been in Ins confidence, and I shall certainly in a proper 
manner arrange his wishes of giving the rank of Colonel to Boss. 

G. B. 
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Marquis Cobdwallis to His Highness the Nabob Oaidat ul Omrah. 

Feb. 3, 1794. 

Tills letter will be. delivered to your Higlmess by Lord 
Hobart,' wbo carries 'witli liim to India tbe same sentiments of re- 
gard wbicli I trust that I always manifested towards tbe Nabob your 
Father, yourself, and aU yom- Family, and who will ever consider 
your interest and tbui of ili;- Tlriiidi riiifion n- iu-ej'iinib'li':. 

I mentioned to i.oni lloliarr ibu f;r)in(,.-r.-;ii!r)!i- [iiar F have had 
personally with yom-self, as well as through Mr. Cherry,® respecting 
the line which it would be most for your dignity and the peace of 
your mind to adopt, in the event of your Father’s decease, in order 
to provide against the impositions and intrusions of interested men, 
who might, as they have done in the instance of your Father, attempt 
to render your good and generous qualities subservient to the 
views of their private advantage. 

If you should have the misfortune to lose your Father dming 
the Government of Lord Hobart, he will I am convinced be de- 
sh’ous of meeting your wishes, and of joining with you in establish- 
ing such a plan as may appear to be best calculated to secure the 
future happiness of your Highness, and the prosperity of yoiu 
country. 

I am, with the most sincere regard and attachment, 

Your Highness’s 

Most obedient and faithful friend, 

OOEWALLXS. 


1 Robert lord Hobart, aftei-wards (Nov. 
14, 1804) 4th Earl of Buckinghamshire, b. 
May 6, 1700, d. Feb. 4, 1816 ; m. 1st, Jan. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to Sir John, Shore. 


]JEAE iSiK, Brome, Maroli 12, 1794, 

I intended to defer writing to you till my return to town, 
but on a rejiort that tlie fleet is to sail immediately, I cannot run 
tlie risk of tbeir not carrying a line from me. 

I have been so much indisposed since my arrival by a trouble- 
.-onio cornplrtinf. tliat T have been able to see very little of Minis- 
i!-i'i:d ifcdi'l.':, Pitt and Dundas, the latter of whom has 

likevi li/i !) ill i! i«!i! 'tate of health. 

You vdll, I think, be pleased at Lord Hobart’s going out to 
Madras, with the provisional appomfmont to succeed you in 
Bengal, which leaves you at peiiect lil>orty to stay or to come 
homo according to the state of yonr liealth, or your inclination, or 
convenience in other respects. I have had much conversation 
with Lord H., who professes the most determined resolution to be 
perfectly correct, and who, from his abilities and habits of business, 
will I trust render important services, especially if he should remain 
long enough at Machas, where improvement is, to my knowledge, 
much wanted. I have pointed out some persons there on whom 
I thought lie could rely, and I have advised him to visit the 
Circars in person, which is, I thinlc, the only means of obtaining 
complete information. The judicial regulations are universally 
approved, and I am assured that it will be recommended by these 
ships to extend them to Benares if possible. Duncan wiU, I 
believe, be made Governor of Bombay, but he must first lay the 
foundation of the judicial system at Benares. As however I am 
not sure of Duncan’s appointment to Bombay, I should not wish it 
to be talked of. 

I have given to Ministers my ideas on the future plan for the 
military establishment in India, but I have rr- y.-t brd c-i 
tunity of talking to them about it, and I .'i ■:.> 

taken up tliis Session. 

I have not time to enter on domestic affairs, our success has 
liitherto not been answerable to the exertions of Ministers. However, 
the V- :-il.! ;d Pi-';.. I -h ■ 1 vy i ly but Fox, Lord Lands- 
dow:. > ■! i-.- ■ :■■■■; -I, v‘S'. are strenuous in support- 

ing the war. 

I wish myself to remain quiet, but do not feel quite confident 
that it will be so, . . . 

My disorder (which is now nearly removed) prevented my 
attending as an evidence on Hastings’s trial, and he has now very 
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handsomely let me off, to my no small satisfaction,^ I am, with 
very sincere good wishes for your health and success, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 





Marquis Cornwallis to Sir John Shore. 

Dear Sir, London, April 17, 1794. 

. . . This country is far from enjoying the tranquil state 

which now happily pervades all our Asiatic dominions. It is very 
difficult to make war, at least upon the Continent, with any pros- 
pect of success, but it is impossible to make peace without frater- 
nizing with the gang of mui'derers on the other side of the water, 
and following their bloody example. Throe pAwecfid ni^dious have 
been guillotined ivithin these last three ilixS!: 'if iliissot,® 

Hebert,® and Danton f the rage for blood however seems insatiable, 
and the people see that of their former demagogues flow with as 
much pleasiue as they did that of the Eoyalists. 

If Eobertsjnerre ® possessed the power and temporary inclina- 
tion +■■ . and to suffer the other nations of Europe to 

live ■[ .i ■ ^ ■‘■the governments of their own choice, his life 
can i- ■ \) ected to last another month, and indeed it is 

astonishing, considering the prodigious number that he has put to 
death, that it has continued so long. My wish would lead me to 
retire quietly into Suffolk, but tliis is not a time for a man who 
really loves his country, to indulge selfish inclinations, and I am 
afraid that T ''hill b-' .—.'v'-.-P.-.-l to take the field under much less 
promising ■ - i ' ;i‘ I -i' I b 1791. My plan for new modelling 
the Indian Army cannot he taken up till the next Session of Par- 
liament, but it will then certainly be brought forward, and I really 
flatter myself that it will give as much satisfaction to my brother 
officers in India, as an arrangement of so general and complicated 
a nature can afford. , . . 

I was veiy averse to the measure of trusting the temporary 
management at Benares to Treves, and gave way to Dnnean's soli- 
citation contrary to my o'wn conviction ; Treves has however turned 

’ Lord Cornwallis did, however, give evi- cohins, and had been from early life a mere 
dence on April 9, 1794. escroo. He was editor of the P&re Duohene, 

* Jean Pierre Brissot, h. Jan. 14, 1754, and had the infiimous notorietv of having in- 

gnill.itined Oct. .U, 1793; ni. ITS.-i Jldlle. -• ' '' •'■ ■ . 

Diipont, ieeti'icie (o Rdlln. Ail.cliiide D’Oi l-eans. 

i ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ avocat. 
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L._,. L.- ....i) .....uug, uiu woisi of ihe ju- midor) 
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out oil tlie whole much better than I expected when I first arrived 
in Bengal, and I trust for the sake of his poor wife, who is a most 
amiable woman, that he has not been guilty in so great a degree 
as to affect his fiitm-e gradual promotion in the service ; I told lier 
that so far from recommending him to you to be Ilesident at Be- 
nares, if I was myself Governor-General, I should not give him 
that appointment. ... I am &c. 

Cornwallis. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to IVIarquis Cornwallis, 

My Lord, Whitehall, May 29, 1794. 

His Majesty having been pleased to destine your Lordship 
to seiwe with the body of troops in His ’^raje.sty’s pay ^\hi(‘]l it is 
His Majesty’s intention to join to the Prussian umiv, to bc; fnr- 
nished in virtue of the late subsidiary treaty between the Maritime 
Powers and His Prussian ^Majesty, and it appearing extremely 
desirable that your Lordship should proceed to the Continent 
without delay, in order finally to airauge the precise point where 
that army is to act, to accelerate its march to the point of its 
destination, and to arrange such other points of military detail as 
may be necessary to be settled before it can be brought into 
efiectual service, I am now to transmit to your Lordship His 
Majesty’s commands on these subjects. 

Your Lordship will, in the first instance, proceed to Flanders, 
to the head-quarters of Ms Royal Highness the Duke of York, by 
whose communications your Lord.sliip will be fully informed of the 
actual state of affairs as they may stand at the period of your 
arrival, of the present disposition of the allied forces on the 
frontier of France, of the intentions of the Emperor with respect 
to future military operations, and of his Royal Highness’s senti- 
ments with respect to the best plans that can now ho adojitod for 
the general prosecution of the campaign, and particularly for tlio 
application of the additional force to be derived from tlu' siihsidiaiy 
treaty. With respect to the lati--r of tluj>s-- ['«'in(>, the Austrian 
Government has lately made a prupi.-al iirvo ff'V i employing the 
Prussian force on the Rhine, and nearly in their present position. 
But this proposal is so evidently the result of that unhappy 
jealousy which exists between the Courts of Yienna and Berlin, 
and the use to he made of the Prussian force by such a plan 
would be Sf^ to the King’s just expoctations, thnt 

His Majesty , to give it an iiiinu.-duili- niid dccbivo 
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negatiye. And it is the more material that tlio lar.gnngo of aU 
His Majesty’s officers and ministers on this siionl-i he 

uniform and steady, as some leaning has lately appeared towards 
the same plan on the part of some of the persons employed by 
the King of Prussia, although this jDlan is enthely opposite to the 
former expressions of the King of Prussia’s wishes. This dis- 
position is probably founded on motives very different from those 
in which the proposal of Austria originated, and the existence of 
wliich seems to furnish additional reasons to His Majesty against 
acquiescing in this idea. Lord Malmesbury, who has already set 
out on his journey to join M. Haugwitz ^ and Marshal Mollendorff, 
was therefore iristrueted to prepare them for your Lordship’s amval, 
and in the men n time to express, in the most unequivocal terms, 
the King’s determination not to consent to the Prussian troops 
remaiaing on the Ehine, but to urge as much as possible that 
those troops should immediately begin their march towards Liege 
and Hamur, from whence they can wiih o.jual fn-vilily be drawn 
either towards West Flanders, or towards the country of the 
Meuse, which apjioai- to be the two most advantageous points for 
their being 0 : 0 . 1 -loved. 

Since Lord Malmesbury’s leaving tliis country. Lord Grenville 
has received a letter addressed to Lord Malmesbury by Count 
Haugwitz, appointing Maestricht as the most convenient place 
for holding such conferences as may’ be necessary finally to 
arrange tliis business, and mentioning his intention of being there 
on the 30th of this month. His Majesty’s servants do not think 
it possible, previous to these conferences, and without a more 
precise Imowledge of the Emperor’s future plans than is now 
possessed here, to fix decidedly between the two points which 
I liave aheady mentioned, as appearing to bo the most advan- 
tageous for the employment of the Prussian force. But this 
preference depends so much on the Austrian plans, that I should 
imagine that, with the knowledge of those plans, the question 
may be immediately and easily settled ; and if, on discussing the 
subject fnlly, Pie ideas of his Eoyal Highness and those of your 
r.(.ird.-:iijp .slioiild concur, as I have no doubt they will. His Majesty 
would in such case, in order to avoid any further delay, consent 
on his part to the employment of the Prussian troops on any 
point within the line before pointed out, which should be settled 
in consequence of any general plan of operations concerted with 

y Gratien Henri Charles Comte tie Hang- rine, flan, of General Tanenzicn. •M.deHaiig- 
witz, b. June ip 1752^^d. Feb. 9, .1832, in n-ilz \va.s an IIlnmiiK;, and tlioroiiglily profli- 
Venice; m. April 11, 1777, Johanna Catho- gate in public as well as in private life. 
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tlie Austrian Generals. The presence of the Emperor at Tonmai 
affords every facility in that respect, and it is extremely to be 
wished that, previous to your Lordship’s setting out for Maestricht, 
the plan of operations and distribution of force should be so far 
settled with the Austrians, as to leave nothing to be done at 
Maestricht, except to intimate to Count Haugwitz and to Marshal 
Mollendorff the decision of the Maritime Powers in this respect, 
in whom, as your Lordship will observe, that decision is vested 
by the treaty, and to concert the most immediate measures for 
carrying that decision into execution without a moment’s delay. 
If, unfortunately, any difference of opinion should stOl exist on 
the part of Austria, reference must be made here upon the 
subject, but, even in that case, it would be expedient that yom: 
Lordship should proceed -^vithout delay to Maestricht, in order to 
press the bringing the Ihussian army down towards the Meuse as 
a position equally convenient for all the plans of subsequent opera- 
tions which are in view. 

Your Lordship will observe that the concurrence of the Dutch 
Government will be necessary wdth respect to the final distribution 
of this force ; but so much disposition has appeared on their part 
to coincide with His Majesty’s view's, and the interests of the 
Maritime Powers in this respect are so much the same, that there 
appears every reason to believe that they will readily concur in 
such plan as the King shall finally adopt. It is probable that 
on your Lordsliip’s arrival at Maestricht you w^iU find there the 
hereditary Prince of Orange, or some other person duly authorised 
by theii’ High Mightinesses to arrange this business; and Lord. 
Malmesbury wiU also be ready to give to your Lordship every 
necessary assistance in that respect, as well as in the future pro- 
gress of all such points as may arise to be settled with 3farshal 
Mollendorff or the Prussian Government. . . . 

I have, &c., 

Hewby Dubdas. 

Lord Malmesbury to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

My LoED, Maestricht, Jime 2, 1794. 

. . . I arrived here last night, and have had my first con- 

versation with Count Haugwitz ; the delay on our part in paying 
the subsidy at the periods mentioned in the treaty, is alleged by him 
as a motive for retarding the march of the Prussian army towards 
those parts. He, however, makes no objection to its com ing here, 
and as the payments are now made, I trust it wlU. begin to move 
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as soon as the magazines, &c., can be formed. He assures me it is 
completely effective, but in want of artillery, horses, and pontoons, 
wliich they cannot snp])ly themselves with but through our mouey. 
Lord Elgin, who is at this moment with me, will enter very fully 
with your Lordship into these details, as I have given him an 
extract of my official letter of this date ; as I am in anxious hopes 
of seeing you here in a day or two, I shall reserve till then the 
many other very material points to be discussed. I have written 
to the Prince Stadtholder to request him to be here on Thursday ; 
he will be attended by General Bentinck,^ in order to assist at the 
conferences to be held here as to the employment of the Prussian 
I have the honour to be, &c., 

Malmesbuky. 

Right Hon. Heney Dundas to the Maequis Coenwallis. 

[Received June 3rd.] 

My Lord, WhlteMl, June 1, 1794. 

I send for yom: T. i-L’ I.-’' :■ mation a copy of a despatch 
I have just received fir s i r I ''i'o- (•!* York, together with a copy 
of my letter to his Koyal Highness. Your Lordship will easily 
conceive how embarrassing such a measure as the Emperor pro- 
poses must be if persevered in, and in a pecuhar manner so in the 
present moment, when your Lordship, under the direction of the 
Duke of York was about to concert with him the ulterior opera- 
tions of the campaign. I hope I am mistaken in my apprehen- 
sions, but I cannot help suspecting that there is something behind 
that is not spoken out by the Emperor. If he is from any cu- 
cumstance induced to abandon the cause in which he is engaged, 
tlie sooner that is discovered the better. I wdl not, however, at 
present allow myself to indulge any speculations of that nature. 
I trust the Duke of York and your Lordship will be enabled to 
give me accui-ate information on the subject. Till that is received, 
and it is known what is the true motive, and the final result of 
the Emperor’s conduct, we must be in a state of very embarrassing 
suspense. I trust therefore to receive very speedily some further 
fights to enable His Majesty to form his final determination. . . . 

I have, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

1 General Bentinck. There v.tvr several of tinck, b. July, 1762, d. Oct. 23, 1835; m. 
that family on active .service at lliat time. 1st, Comtesse Ottolino I’k-elerifiiio Loiii.se dc 
The one mentioned in the text is probably Rhi-edc; 2i!(l, :Maile. Sma hlargiicrite Gcrdcs. 
Guillaume Gustave Frederick Comte Ben- 
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Maequls Coenwallis to the Right Hon. Heney Dundas. 

Sir, Touniay, June 5, 1794. 

I received on tlie 3rd instant, at Ostend, your letter dated 
tlie 1st, and I proceeded immediately to tliis place in order to 
receive H. E. H. tlie Duke of York’s command«. both in ro«pect to 
the march of the Prussian troops, and the (■Mriiordiniiry deicniiiii:i- 
tion of His Imperial Majesty to return to Vienna. 

I shall carry to-morrow to Brussels a letter from His Eoyal 
Highness to the Emperor on the subject of his leaving the Low 
Countries, and I shall at the same time represent in the strongest 
terms the injury which the common cause must sustain by His Ma- 
jesty’s perseverance in his present resolution. 

I am not, however, so sanguine as to hope that the Emperor 
will relinquish the prosecution of the measure that he has adopted, 
but I shall endeavom’ to obtain from him the most full and satis- 
factory explanation of his future intentions. 

In regard to the Prussian troops, there appears by a letter that 
I have received from Lord Malmesbury (a copy of wliich I enclose) 
to be no objection on the part of the Prussian Minister to the 
march of the Marshal Mollendorff from the Ehine into Flanders, 
and I have, by the Duke of York’s directions, taken such measm^es 
for the supply of provisions, artillery, horses, &c., on their march, 
as will obviate the few difficulties which were offered by M. do 
Haugwitz to their immediate movement. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

H. R. H. THE Duke op Y^ork to the Right Hon. Heney Dundas. 
Sir, Toumay, June 6, 1794. 

The Marquis Cornwallis arrived here the night before last, 
and set off this morning for Brussels on his road to Maestricht. 

In the various conversations which I had with liis Lordsliip, we 
thoroughly agreed in the great advantage which would arise fi’om 
the Prussian army being employed in West Flanders in preference 
to every other operation that has been pointed out for it; his 
Lordship is gone with the intention of proposing this measure both 
to the; Ihriperor and to Monsieur de Haugwitz. As by a letter 
which Lord Cornwallis received fr’om Lord Malmesbury, we were 
’ informed of the difficulties which will be made to the immediate 
march of the Prassians, we have taken every measure in our power 
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to obviate them, and I baye ordered Mr. Watson^ to go himself to 
Maestricht, in order to give every assistance to Lord Cornwallis, 
and to furnish his Lordship with the information which may enable 
him* to convince the Prussian Minister of our ability to supply all 
his wants. From what the Emperor said to me the day before he 
left this place, and which has been confirmed by Monsieur de 
Thugut to Lord Yarmouth, ^ it appears that his Imperial Majesty 
would prefer that the Prussian army should act in West Flanders 
rather than upon the Meuse, as was at one time proposed, so that 
it is to be hoped that no difficulty will arise from that quarter. 

Lord Cornwallis joins with me in anxiety for the success of this 
proposal, with respect to the destination of the Prussian array, as 
being equally convinced with myself that the siege of LiUe is 
indispensably necessary to the favom‘&,ble issue of the war. Tins 
wiU not only require a very considerable force, but such a one as 
from circumstances is not likely to be called away for any other 
occasion, which would probably be the case should an Austrian 
army be employed, to whom the necessity of defending the Sambre 
and covering Brussels must ever be the ffist object. 

I am, &c., 

Frederick. 


H. R. H. THE Duke op York to the Right Hoh. Hknry Dundas. 


Sir, Tournay, June 6, 1794. 

On Wednesday morning I received your despatch dated 
the 1st of this month, signifying His Majesty’s orders that I should 
remonstrate in the strongest manner against His Imperial Majesty’s 
intended return to Yienna. 

As the Emperor had aheady left this place last Friday, I lost 
no tune in writing to His Majesty, and I send enclosed a copy of 


1 Mr,, afterwards Sir Brook Watson, Bart., 
> ' ’ " . b. Feb. 7, 1735, 

. . , Helen, dau. of 

Cc-lin CaTnybrll. of Ehnburgb, Com- 
Tiv-‘;;iiy in i-f.jrica in 1781; an 

I.vrd’-r, M.P. for the City, 
Jan. 1784 to Feb, 1793. In early life he 
ii:. ■ b.:-;; it. i-.a. v, a;;-.; l.-.-t a leg by the 
a .'T-.i;, v.-'- !,; To this the 

RoUiad alludes : — 



K.G.,b. Feb. 12, 1743, d. June 17, 1822; 
m. 1st, Feb. 1, i768, Alice Elizabeth, dau. 
and coheir of Herbert, 2nd and last Vis- 
count Windsor; 2nd, April 19, 1776, Isa- 
bella Anne, dau. and coheir of Charles, 9th 
and last Viscount Irvine. M.P. for Lost- 
withiel, March, 1766, to 1768, and then for 
Orford until he became a peer ; for Lisburn 

of , ; 

176 ■:■ . ■ ■ :■ 

froi ■ ■ . 

of ■ ■ ' ■ , , ■ • , ■ 1 . ■ , . 

Lord Chamberlain from March, 1812, to 
Dec, 1821. 
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my letter, wliicli Lord Cornwallis, who left this place this morning, 
has taken charge of, as it may furnish him the opportunity of per- 
sonally enforcing it. 

With regard to the real motives which induced His Imperial 
Majesty to alter his intention of staying with the army the whole 
campaign, it is difficult for me to know them exactly, particularly 
as all the persons attached to the Emperor, and with whom I am 
acquainted, have already quitted the army and followed him to 
Brassels, but from what I could discover in a very long conference 
which I had with G-eneral Mack,^ before he left the army, as w^eU 
as in a subsequent one which I had with the Prince of Waldeck, it 
a,p|K;ars to mo to have been wholly contrived by M. de Thugut and 
(ioiieral Itollin, who has the greatest weight with the Emperor 
and is a tool of Thugut’s, 

General Mack acquainted me that the very day before his Ma- 
jesty declared his intention of returning to Vienna, he sent for 
him and ordered him to explain in tlie presence of Count Merci 
and Monsieiu’ de Thugut the whole of his plan for the campaign, 
as well as what he thought most advisable to be done in the 
present situation of affairs. General Mack added that, during 
this conference, there had been a very warm dispute between 
Monsieur de Thugut and himseh* concerning the number of troops 
which are necessary for carrying on offensive operations in this 
country, in which the Emperor agreed thoroiiglily with him, and 
declared with some degree of warmth to Monsieur de Thugut that 
he was now convinced from his own knowledge of what General 
Mack said, and wliich had been denied by aU the Ministers, that 
he had not sufficient troops in tliis comitry, and that, therefore, he 
meant to bring part of the troops now acting on the Hhine to 
join him. 

This unexpected declaration of His Imperial Majesty com- 
pletely silenced Monsieur de Thugut for the moment, but at the 
same time sho^vcd him that it was not his interest that the Emperor 
should continue any longer with his army, as he was able to judge 
for himself, and would not listen so implicitly to Iiis advice as he 
liad done till then. 

What makes me think that tliis surmise of General Mack may 
be founded, is, that the Prince of Wnldeck repeated to me two or 
three times, that there were coruiinly jKi-upIo wiio luif! gi’uiit weight 

> Chv-]-. P'rr-; --k T K -am-: ; ’ '. .i f'-. t- ■ ■■., ! 

j/iii;:;.' ‘ii ; k':;: ;i-i i .■ i'.l. !•.:? s:'.' comiiiemeut ue wiis iiuufaceil, and spent the 

biiu gave rise to a suspicion oi treason, lie remainder of bis life in obsemlty. 
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witli tlie Emperor, and wlio were exceedingly anxious for His Ma- 
jesty to give up tlie wliole of Flanders as being a country which 
had ever been of more incumbrance and expense to the House of 
Austria than of any real benefit ; that he himself had entreated 
His Majesty never to believe such bad advice, wliich the Em]ic:vnv 
promised him most [faithfully], but the Prince of "Whldfcli 
Grod knows what they may make him do now that they have got 
him away from the army. 

I am likewise credibly informed, though I cannot assert it upon 
my own knowledge, that M. de Thugut has declared .openly that 
he has done everything in his power to persuade the Emperor to 
give up this country. I am, &c., 

Fredbeick. 





Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. William Pitt. 

[Private.] 

Beau Sir, Brussells, June 8, 1794. 

I last night received your letter, and shall refer you for 
information of all that has passed, respecting the Emperor’s de- 
parture and the march of the Prussian troops, to my correspond- 
ence with Mr. Bundas. 

Previous to the arrival of the Prussians at Mamur, a plan must 
be concerted for attacking the posts of Menin and Courtrai, which 
must c p^'^bVincry measure to any operation that may be after- 
wards ii i- 1. 1.‘ ..fter the event of that undertaking, we find 

ourselves in sutticient force to attack Lisle, we must proceed imme- 
diately to the investiture of that place. But if that enterprise, 
either from the advanced season of the year or want of sufficient 
force, should appear too hazardous, my idea at present isj that we 
must dii-ect our operations against Maubeuge, Avesnes, Cambrai, 
&c., after providing better means than were formerly taken for the 
security of West Flanders. 

I can say nothing at present on the question about myself, and 
indeed I trust that the Austrian force will not be so far reduced 
as to place us in the very confimed circumstances that you suppose, 
but at- all events you may be assured that I shall ever have the 
public welfare uy)pcruiost in my view. The Austrians express the 
strongest dislike to the employment of the Prussians on the Meuse, 
and give the preference to them going to West Flanders, which 
mil be very convenient if we can attack Lisle, but may be other- 
wise rather embarrassing, as it would place them on the defensive. 
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All tliis however we will endeavour to arrange in tlie test manner, 
when the occasions shall arise. j 

COENW^ALLIS, 

Maequis Goenavallis to H. R. H. the Duke of Yoek. 

Sib, Brussells, June 8, 1794. 

I have no information to give your E. H. respecting my 
negotiations at this place that is worth your notice, except what 
you win see in the enclosed copy of my letter to Mr. Dundas, as I 
do not think that a recital of my long expostulations with M. de 
Thugiit and Count Merci would be either useful or entertaining. 

. . . I think MoUendorff’s w^ant of 6000 horses rather 
o\tTnf^-*’6iEc^y. and I shall take no notice of his request to be 
i ■■■ !■■ ■ i : ’:o give up the posts which he lias taken, to the Prince 

of Saxe Teschen,^ as that may soon be arranged if all parties are 
inclined to expedite the service ; but I shall adliere to my plain 
requisition that the Prussian troops shall march immediately into 
Flanders. I shall set out this afternoon for Maestriclit, ‘from 
whence I shall communicate to you my further progress in the 
business of the Prussians. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

ALuiquis CoenwaijLis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Sir, Brussells, June 8, 1794. 

According to the intentions expressed in my letter of the 
5th instant froin Toumay, I arrived here on the 6th, and was 
honoured yesterday with an audience of His Imperial Majesty, to 
Avhom I delivered His Eoyal Highness’s letter, and had some long 
conversations with his Ministers ; but I am sorry to add that neither 
the contents of that letter, nor the earnest representations which I 
made in person to His Imperial Majesty, as Avell as to liis Ministers, 
of the mischievous effects which his departme at this critical period 
must have upon the general interests of the alliance, appeared to 
make any material impression, nor to afford me any hopes that he 
would alter his determination. 

1 Albert, Duke of Stixc Tebcliin, son of Francis I., and sister of Marie Antoinette. A 

TI.. Tfi'V' . I’ TV.-r-.l cr'l Elector of monument to her memory was executed hy 
!•. J ! !. IT:--*. ■!. i 10, 1822; Canova. 

* .li-.i' S, li'ii s I -.Ine, dan. of 
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I received, however, the strongest assurances from all, that His 
Majesty’s zeal for the common cause was by no means abated, of 
which the object of his journey was a convincing proof, being 
to convene a meeting of the States of Hungary in order to obtain 
supplies of men and money for the purpose of carrying on the war. 

» The march of the 62,000 Prussians from the Ehine was objected 
to, in the strongest terms by the Ministers, who maintained that 
32,000 of those troops actually belonged to the Empire, that by 
the sudden removal of that army aU Germany would be exposed 
to the ravages of the French, and that the Emperor would be 
obhged to provide for the safety of his Austrian dominions by 
detaching a part of his army from this country. 1 represented on 
the contrary that he had no right to suppose that the King of 
Prussia had not taken the means to fulfil his engagements to all 
parties, that by the treaty we were assured that the stipulated force 
would be ready to act on the 24th of May in whatever quarter the 
maritime powers A.— ;'' l Pvi-” ?-rr-’.'-es, and that the present 

situation of om- !• •> r- * •:. i- ■! their immediate march 

into this country indispensably necessary. After very long alter- 
cations, and warm remonstrances on their part, it was at last agreed 
(as I declared that we could on no account admit of a moment’s 
delay in the march of the Prussians) that they would endeavour 
to accommodate them on their march, and that I should state to 
the British Ministers their earnest desire, that in the event of the 
deficiency of 32,000 Prussians, which they apprehended, upon the 
Ehine, all the powers in alliance would join in insisting that His 
Prussian Majesty should immediately make good his engagements 
to the Emperor. 

I shall set out this afternoon for Maestricht, where I hope, with 
the assistance of Lord Malmesbury, to arrange all matters with M. 
deHaug>vite, I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Colonel Ciiaig* to Colonel Ross. 

My dear Sir, Tournay, June 8, 1794. 

Upon looking over your memorand u m of the officers of Lord 
Cornwallis’s staff, who were to be put in orders, it occurred to me 
that it might be necessary to say something relative to his Lord’- 
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ship’s fippointment, at tlie same time that that of liis staff was 
and iipon submitting it to H. E. H. the Duke of York, he 
was pleased to direct that I should write to you to request, that 
you would ask his Lordship in what manner he would wish that it 
should be inserted. 

The Duke at the same time observed that he did not really see 
how he could put two persons in orders Adjutant (xmeral to the 
same army, and wished that I should ask you if you have a com- 
mission as such — ^mine is to be Adjutant General to the force 
serving under H. E. H. the Duke of York. Tins remark really 
proceeded ffom the Duke himself. If you have a commission, the 
words in which it runs will of course determine those in which it 
should be aunoimced. If you have no commission, can it he other- 
wise than to act as Adjutant General? or indeed we may adopt the 
foreign custom and say, Adjutant General to Lord Cornwallis, 
thus maldng it an office attached to the person of the Commander, 
&c., not to Ids army. Eemember that this observation is not made 
with the smallest view to cavil on my part, but really to prevent 
an error. 

We are still quiet here — ^^Yith our ears however every moment 
annoyed with the thundering upon our friends at Ypres, and it is 
very uncertain whether Clairfait will attempt their relief or not. 
As to us, we are sicJc — that is our guide and director the Prince of 
Waldeck is so, and without a director I fear we shall remain fast 
tied to our tent-poles. Indeed, my good friend, I begin myself to 
be heartily sick. I believe in my conscience that with above 
50,000 men in this country, we shall suffer the disgrace of losing 
one of the only two garrisons which we have to look after. It will 
not however be oiu: fault, for H. E. H. is urging day and night that 
something may be done. 

I inclose you a copy of the order which has been issued here 
relative to the decree of the National Convention, that their troops 
should give no quarter to the British and Hanoverians. It will not, 
I am sure, escape you, that the purport of it is -as much addressed 
to the French as to the English — ^the truth is that it was intended 
to be so. We have accounts that they are much dissatisfied with 
the decree ; and the object has been to put the matter in that light 
which was thought most likely to increase that discontent. It is 
translated and printing, and we propose to have them scattered over 
the whole country. It was thought that it would have a better 
effect in the shape of orders to the army here than in that of an 
address to that of the enemy.^ 

^ See Annual Kegister for 1794, p. 168, for this General Order, whiuh was dated June 7., 
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I beg yon will be so good as to present my best respects to Lord 
Cornwallis and to Lord Malmesbury, and tliat yon will believe me 
vith great truth, 

My dear Sir, your most faithful and obedient humble servant, 

J. H. Craig. 

We have accounts that 170 pieces of cannon have left Lisle for 
the attack of Ypres. What a prize ! 

Don’t think us very savage for including naves and children in 
the denunciation of vengeance. It is surely right to point out the 
advantage which we have over them in that respect, though it 
may be doubtful whether it would be so to use it. 

Colonel Jloss in reply stated, that it was understood in England 
that aU commissions should be given by the Duke of York, and 
that Lord Cornwallis considered that the orders appointing his 
staff might he prefaced with an extract from the instruetions from 
the Secretary of State to the Duke of York, to the effect that Lord 
Cornwallis was to command a corps detached from the main army 
and intended to act with the Prussians. As Lord Cornwallis’s 
formal appointment never took place, the question about the staff 
fell to the ground. 

Marquis Cornwallis to H. R. H. the Duke of York. 

Sir, Mayence, June 18, 1794. 

I am most truly concerned at the failmie of G-eneral Cler- 
fny^’« to relieve Ipres,^ from which I think the most serious 

‘ ^ be apprehended. 

It would afford me great satisfaction to be able to give hopes of 
any speedy assistance from this quarter, but your Eoyal Highness 
will see by the enclosed copy of a letter which I have just received 
from Marshal Mdllendorf, that he is exceedingly averse to the 
march, and as the vicinity of the enemy’s forces and the un- 
willingness of the Austrians to suffer the Prussian army to quit the 
Ehine will afford ample opportunity for chicane and delay, as 
well in the troops of the former taking up the position of the latter, 
as in the arrangements to put the Prussian army in motion, I am 
much afraid that we cannot expect any service from it in Elanders 
in time to enable us to undertake any material offensive operations 
in the course of the present campaign. 

1 The action lasted from the 13th to the 17th of June, both inclusiye, aud the Allies were 
repulsed with great loss. 
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Your Eoyal Higlmess Tivill see, by the copy of my answer to 
Marshal Mdllendorf, that I have appointed iho morning of the 
20th for my meeting with liim at Kirhliciin- Poland, and you may 
rely upon it that nothing shall be wanting on my part to impress 
him with the necessity of his losing no time in commencing his 
march, as well on account of the honour of his master, as of the 
critical and dangerous situation of the affairs of the Allies in the 
Low Countries, where it was long since agreed by all parties, that 
the most vigorous exertions should be made, and where alone we 
are prepared with magazines and stores that would be sufficient for 
arduous and important undertakings, 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

MALSIIAL MoLLENLOrA'' TO THE MaUQUIS CoRNWALLIS. 

[Received June IS.} 

Milord, Ottenberg, ce Juin, 1704. 

Je viens de recevoh k I’heure meme avec un plaisir reel, 
I’honneur de votre lettre date'e du 11®® courant, et je me hdte d’y 
repondi’e incessament, pour me procurer le plutdt possible I’avan- 
tage de vous revoir, Milord, et de vous renouveUer en personne, 
les sentimens de la parfaite estime, et de Tattachement que vous 
me connoissez pour vous. C’est en consequence de cela que je 
vous envoye un courier pour vous proposer trhs humblement, de 
vous acheminer pour Kercheim-Poland, oh le ptortem’ de la pre- 
sente aura I’lionneur de vous conduire. Milord, et oh d’abord j’ai 
tout fait prdparer piour votre reception. Je ne manquerai pas 
aussi de m’y reudre tout de suite, des que vous aurez eu la bontd 
de me marquer quelle sera Fheure oh vous comptez vous y rendre, 
pour ne pas vous faire attendre ; et je n’am’ai pas meme manqu6 
non plus d’aller h, votre rencontre a Mayence, si j’osois hazarder 
de m’ eloigner beaucoup de mon poste actuel, menace a chaque 
instant d’etre attaque par I’ennemi. D’avance cependant, Milord, 
je dois vous annoncer avec cette ffianchise que vous me connoissez, 
et qui m’a mcrite votre conflance, que je suis en embarras pour 
un des contenus de votre lettre, oh vous me parlez des opffi'ations 
offensives h. entreprendre apres Tarrivee des troupes Prussiennes 
dans les Pays Bas. Comment voulez-vous de grace effectuer leur 
marche, au moment oh je me vois chaque jour aux mains avec 
remiemi, qui s’assemble en force, pour tomber sur moi, et pour me 
douner la revanche sur la grande deroute que j’ai mise A son 
ann^e, en I’attaquant avec vigueur centralement a Kayserslautern, 
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et crevassant par U sa forte jonction de son arm4e du EMn et 
celle cle la Moselle. Ce sont les joumees du 23 et du 28 qui out 
decide centre lui, et quoique je manquerois de tout, car n’ayant pas 
d’argent je n’ai pu pourvoir encore ni aux magazins, ni au chevaux, 
canons, et pontons, mais ayant toujours la bonne cause g4nerale ^ 
cceur, j’ai cm sauver la Flandres en per 9 ant ici, ce qui deyoit ne- 
cessiter I’ennemi de se retirer des Pays Bas, de yeiller ici, et son 
propre pays et ses forteresses. J’ai tr4s bien calcule aiissi, car 
tout ces renforts pour me faire face viennent des Pays Bas, pour 
qu’il puisse reprendre ses anciennes positions tres considerables. 

J’ai riionneur, &c., 

Mollendorf. 

Maequis Cornwallis to the Mar£chal Mollenoorp. 

MoR CHER MAEfeCHAL, A Mayenco, mkli, le 18« Jttin, 1794, 

En arrivant ici ce moment, j’ai eu rbomieur de recevoir la 
lettre que V. Ex. m’a ackessee en date du 15e de ce inois. 

Je me trouve extremement oblige par la proposition que vous 
ayez eu la bonte de me faire, de m’epargner une grc’" r. ■■■[■■ •]., 
voyage en me rencontrant ^ Kercbeim-Poland, 
un peu tard ce soir avant que cette lettre puisse parvenir k yoke 
Quartier General, j’ai cru qu’il vous conviendi’oit mieux que je 
nomine le 20”® (le jour aprfes demain) pour notre entretien. Je 
partirai done d’ici ce jour Ki de tres bon matin, mais comme Votre 
Excellence n’est pas egalement comme moi maitre de son temps, 
je la prie de regler son depart de la maniere qui lui sera la plus 
Gonvenable. 

Les Allies ayant fait leurs arrangemens ayant rouvertiu’e de la 
campagne pour une defensiye sur le Ebin et une vigoureuse offen- 
sive du quartier des Pays Bas, et les Puissances Maritimes ayant, 
pour assurer le succ4s de ce plan, fait un Traitd pour se pro- 
curer des services importans de Tarmee sous les ordres de Votre 
Excellence, moyennant un subside de pr6s de deux millions sterling, 
Votre Excellence verra, je suis persuade, I’impossibiLite de ebanger 
a present le projet de campagne, aussi bien que les cas facbeux dans 
lesquels les Gouyernemens de ces deux Nations seroient places si 
la campagne des Pays Bas 4toit reduite k une malbeureuse de- 
fensive, et si en m4me terns les Troupes de S. M. Prussienne etoient 
employees une distance k ne pouvoir porter aucun secours, et d’un 
cote, faute de magazins et de grosse artillerie, il n’est pas possible 
de faire cette annee-ci une impression serieuse sur la Erance. 

J’ai riionneur, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Sir, Mayence, June 21, 1794. 

In pursuance of tlie resolution w'liicli I communicated to 
you in my letter dated the 11th instant, I proceeded to this place, 
and yesterday Lord Malmesbury, Baron Kinkel ^ (the Dutch Mi- 
nister), and myself, met Field Marshal Mollendorf by appointment 
about ten leagues from hence on the road to his head-quarters. 

I had reason, by a letter from the Marshal, which I found here 
on my arrival, to expect a strong opposition on his part to the 
requisition for the march of the Prussian troops into Flanders, and 
I was well aware how much he would be able to strengthen his 
argnments against th*^ pr'^poo'^d movemoTit. f]y0 circumstance 
of ill's ai-uiiiily ! g.ig- d i:: ‘q--;:! ' in this quarter, 

and was therefore not sanguine in my hopes that anything that 1 
could say would induce liim to relinquish the plan of operations in 
wliich he had already engaged. 

He began by stating that the enemy ojiposed to him consisted 
of 110,000 men, and that he expected every day to be attacked by 
them. That if he should evacuate the posts he now held, the force 
under the Prince of Saxe Teschen would not be strong enough to 
occupy them, nor even to remain on the western bank of the 
Ehine, and that, consequently, as soon as he began his march, the 
enemy would harass and attack his rear ; he said that nothing 
should make him alter his present plan and proceed to Flanders, 
but a positive order from the King of Prussia to that effect ; that if 
his Prussian Majesty should order his army to march through the 
Duchy of Luxeraberg, he saw so much difficulty and danger in 
effecting it, from the numerous enemy which he should certainly 
have in Ins rear and his flanks, and perhaps in his front, that he 
should be under the necessity of requesting his Majesty to send 
some General who was able to conduct it, for that he felt himself 
totally unequal to such an undertaking; but that, if the King 
ordered him, he would move down the Ehine to Cologne, and 
proceed to Liege, or Maestricht, although he foresaw that, even by 
that route, his rear-guard w^ould suffer considerably ; he added at 
the same time that he could not possibly be in a condition to begin 
his march m less than six weeks, and that it would take at least 
four weeks more before he could reach Liege, or Maestricht. He 

‘ Baron Kinkel was of German descent, and edly employed. From 1815 to 1821 he waS' 
entered the Dutch na%'y, in which he rose to Dutch Minister at Stutgard; d. Nov, 10, 1821,, 
the rank of Vice-Admiral. He was Minister atManheira. 
at Berlin in 1792, and was ivftemai’ds repeat- 
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stated tliat the corps of Prussians wHcIl His Majesty liad agreed to 
furnish to he employed for the interests of the Maritime Powers, 
was complete at the time of the signature of the treaty, and then 
amounted to 51,000 fighting men, that they were now reduced by 
sickness, desertion, and other casualties to 39,000, and that by the 
tune of his arrival at Maestricht they probably would not exceed 
35,000 ; and that he was certain that the horses of his cavahy, 
artillery, and other equipments of his army would be reduced to 
the most wretched condition. 

The Marshal then represented how much the objects of tliis 
campaign would suffer by so large a body of troops being with- 
drawn for such a length of time from any service either offensive 
or defensive, and he then insisted much on the powerful diversion 
he had already made and should still make in favour of om’ army 
in Flanders, by continuing to act in this quarter upon the plan 
which he had commenced. He dwelt much on the danger to 
which the emi3ire would be exposed by the removal of the Prus- 
sians, who had hitherto been able, not only to afford complete pro- 
tection, but to act mth credit and advantage to the common cause, 
and insisted that, when he arrived in the Low Countries, there 
would neither be time, nor should he be in a condition, to under- 
take anything of sufficient importance to compensate for the im- 
mediate miscliief with which the j)roposed measure would certainly 
be attended. 

He then enlarged on several points, such as the force of the 
enemy, the difficulty of quitting his present situation, &c., &c., 
which we were not, either by information or local knowledge, pre- 
pared to controvert, nor, circumstanced as we were, could we per- 
haps properly have entered into a minute discussion of them with 
a Commander-in-Ohief of a much than Marshal 

MoUendorf; and after a very long is part to the 

above effect he delivered two papers,’- of which the enclosed are 
copies, as containing his sentiments fully on the whole subject. 

Hothing that the Marshal said had the least influence to con- 
vince my mind that any services, which it would be possible for 
the Prussian troops to perform for the benefit of the AUies in this 
quarter, could for a moment be put in competition with the urgent 
necessity of their immediate aid in the Low' Countries, but in the 
temper in which we found the Marshal we were desirous to avoid 
all expressions which might occasion further irritation. 

We, therefore confined ourselves to state in moderate language, 
on one hand, the ground that we had to complain of his engaging 

^ These papers are not worth printing. 
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in offensive operations witiiout concert with England and Holland, 
tlie necessity of tlie present case, the danger to which our affairs in 
the Low Countries and even Holland itself was exposed, and the 
claim wliich the late treaty gave to the Maritime Powers for the 
services of the army under the Marshal’s command in that quarter 
where they conceived they would best jiromote their interests ; and 
on the other in answer to the flattering prospect which he held out, 
we denied that without a considerable battering-train he could 
possibly undertake .'.r-y rff ■ ■ .-.p 1*. - - of consequence, or even 

give any real alarm to the enemy, who knew that, whilst their 
fortified places were secure, any transitory irruption which he might 
make into their country would have no influence on the general 
state of the war, and we suggested our doubte whether he could 
even keep his present position, if the enemy should make any pro- 
gress between the MoseUe and the Meuse. 

The Marshal’s opinion was however not to be changed, and we 
could only obtain a promise from him that he would not engage 
liiiDS':-!! any fiu'tlier m offensive ojierations, but make the prepara- 
tions ncco'-aiy for his retrograde inareli, in case his Master, after 
receiving his representations, shall ultimately decide in favoiu- of 
that measure. 

I refer you to Lord Malmesbury’s correspondence with Lord 
Grrenville for an account of the steps which his Lordship has 
thought proper to take, and as I do not see that my continuance 
in this ni'iglihonihodd can be of any further benefit to the pubHo 
ser\ice, I propose to return immediately to the Duke of York’s 
quarters. I i^ave, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Right Hon. Hknry Ditnuas to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Wiifchall, June 30, 1794. 

I have had the honour of receiving and laying before the 
King your T.nrd«hi]fs despatch of the 21st instant, inclosing copies 
of the ui.-m.iiiais delivered to you- T.-T-.p^pq'. l y Pield-Marshal 
Mdllendorff, relative to the Prussian i--!- : ■ ^ lately been 

taken into the pay of Great Britain. 

Under all the existing circumstances, it appears to His 
Majesty’s Ministers to be extremely desirable that they should, 
as soon as possible, have a jiersoiial commmiication with your 
Lordship, in order to consider the various important points con- 
nected with that subject ; and with that view I have it in charge 
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from His Majesty to desire that your Lordship will take the , 
.f.:"!;. v:-T '.rf-’rity of returning to England, unless circumstances 
... -ii- , in your Lordship’s opinion, Mmuld render 
your further continuance on tlui Continent of advantage to the 
public service. 

I shall make immediate application to the Lords of the 
Admiralty that a frigate may be despatched to Sluys for the 
purpose of receiving your Lordship on board, if, under the con- 
ditions I have stated, your Lordship should judge it right to return 
to England. ... On your passing through tb° 
of the combined armies, it will be right that your .1 . .■!'■ i:. <. . .' ! 
endeavour if possible to obtain the most accurate infonnation of 
the strength of the forces on the different stations, as such informa- 
tion will be of material use to His Majesty’s Ministers in the con- 
sideration of the various points which must, on your Lordship’s 
arrival, become the subject of their particular attention. If your 
Lordship shoidd not require the service of the frigate, you will, of 
course, order her return to the Downs as speedily as possible. 

I have, &c., 

Henby Dundas. 



Masquis Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, London, July 26, 1794.. 

I have as usual been so occupied and teased with every- 
body’s affairs but my own since I came to town, that I have had 
no time to write to you. I have indeed been much with Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Dundas, who certainly do not deserve the reverse of for- 
tune that we have experienced on the Continent. They have 
adopted the only measure in their power by the mission of Lord 
Spencer and Mr. T. Grenville, but I own I am not sanguine in the 
expectation that it will produce much good effect. Boss went very 
unwillingly, as it was exceedingly inconvenient for his private 
affairs. It will, however, be lucky for Brome, and render his 
residence at Vienna much pleasanter. I have taken Lord Hert- 
ford’s house in Lower Grosvenor Street, completely furnished, for 
one year at sis hundred guineas, which gives me time to look 
about me. My expedition has not been a profitable one, but my 
horses, and wine are returned, and I shall keep every- 
thing in readiness till the end of the war, that I may not be subject 
to another expensive equipment. Yours &c. 

Cornwallis. 
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On tlieir amval at Vienna, Lord Spencer and Mr. Grenyille 
found that M. de Thugut held out no prospect of any forward 
movement, unless England, either as an actual subsidy, or by 
guaranteeing a loan, would provide Austria with a large sum — 
3,000,000?. at least. His language was very different from that 
of M. Desandrouin,^ who had admitted that a large part of the loan 
ought to be, and would be, assigned towards augmenting the num- 
bers of the army. M. de Thugut also seemed disposed to consider 
that Austria was not bound by her convention with England to 
defend the Low Countries, the value of which he rated low, but 
considered she was at liberty to employ her forces wherever she 
thought most advantageous. Lord Si}encer and Mr. Grenville 
expressed their entire dissent from such views. 


Earl Spexcer and Mr. Grenville to Lord Grenville, 

My LOED, Vienna, Aug, 12, 1794. 

. . . With respect to a change in the command of the 

army, which we stated to be a necessary step towards insuring the 
success of a more active system of operations in the Netherlands, 
we did not meet with any great difficulty hi obtaining a promise that 
the Prince of Coburg should be removed, and the Austrian Govern- 
ment agreed that on his removal the Prince of Waldeck must of 
course retire. We were not so successful in prevailing upon 31. de 
Thugut to name to us his intended successor, and imleoil it, was a 
point on which we were under considerable difficulties. Of those 
who were named in our instructions, General Brown ^ happens un- 
fortunately to be in so very bad a state of health as to be out of the 
question ; and on our suggesting the appointment of the Arch Duke 
Charles,® with C -:;n. II aek lo liim, we were first reminded of the 
objections which wnre formerly made by H. M. Ministers to the Arch 
Duke’s appointment, and it was afterwards urged that this would 
so evidently be givhig the command to Gen. Mack, that it would 
be running the hazard of offending aU the Generals senior to Iiim 
in the Austrian army. 

We observe in Baron Thugut’s conversation a fixed opinion of 
the inutility of the Low Countries to the House of Austria, no 
appearance of any forward zeal in the leading principles of the 
prosecution of the war, nor any prospect of vigorous operations in 

^ M. DesantJrouia was the Treasurer of the ® Tl!.': TF.. 

Belgian Prownces, and he ciime to England b. S-|-:. 1771. . 1 . Ai L"'!." : vn. 

i-' i rO'ei.'.h: h'-'-’i. Sept. 1 7. ! •' ! -'i. !:v!:r; :;■> '■.! -'c;;: I ■ 1 ii- 

- r=.-. . ll;-.,-,-.-;, i. 17:'l. !h; 'v,!*. .-on riqiif: Wi:;;-!;-.i'.-. rn- i: in.:!- 

!V.i fhi'V.ii hi t;;.- ;.*■ s lauir.', i’:;!'! ■■!' N:---- ; 
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it, unless purcliased by a loan in tins year and a subsidy in the 
next. We have likewise to fear an extended claim to indemnifi- 
cation from the Court of Yienna, and much loss of time where 
little can be spared, by protracting the attempt to succour the 
fortresses during the discussions on the means of obtaining money, 
notwithstanding our pressing solicitations on the m*gency of that 
service. have, &c., 

Spencek. 

T. Geenville. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross, Vienna. 

DeAE EoSS, London, Aug. 15, 1794. 

I have been detained in town, to my utmost mortification 
and misery, at the earnest request of Mr. Pitt, these last thirteen 
days, in expectation of Count Merci, who is not yet arrived, and 
who I beheve was so frightened at being obliged to put back in 
the bad weather last week, that he has now no great mclination 
to put to sea. The ivind has been easterly yesterday and to-day, 
and if he does not arrive in the course of tliis night I must make 
my escape. 

You know as much about MoUendorf, Saxe Teschen, and 
Coburg, and their proposed defensive plans, as I do ; it may be 
the best thing for the moment ; but if the French are determined 
to push on, their position will not, in my opinion, be long main- 
tained. Indeed I have no confidence in any defensive line of con- 
siderable extent, without the support of very strong corps that are 
moveable and active ; and that, from what I have seen, does not 
appear to he more the system of the Prussians than the Austrians. 
We know but little of what has passed at Paris, but it seems cer- 
tain tlifit P-bor-piorve and his party ’ are destroyed. It is impossible 
to foTO.'C*? t!ic (.‘oiisi-fpu.-.'icos of i!ii- event, but it cannot change 
matters for the worse. By all accounts the French army in the 
Low Countries o-ifi in such a state of riot and 

disorder, that a g- ! « ■ ■ s- « is , our present force would soon 
recover Flanders. 

I suggested to Mr, Pitt the expediency of ha-ving an active body 
of trooi’.s, |■rir!.■ipallv anoal, the additional security of Zealand, 
aliom wliicli j)foviui*c wo were for some days under great appre- 
hensions. 1 will write again as soon as I have seen Merci, although 

1 TTifi revolvctioii of 10 Tliennidov, ivlion raH/OspiciTC and his immediate associates were 
gnilloiined. 
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I do not expect to liave mncli more to say, as tlie gi’oat object, 
viz. tlie cliaiige of a Commander, must depend upon our friends at 
Vienna. 

Give my love to Brome, and present my best resplcts to Lord 
Spencer and Mr. Grenville. The Ministers appear to go on with 
gi-eat union and cordiality.^ j 

Cornwallis. 

Right Hon. W. Pitt to Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Private and Confidential.] 

My dear Lord, Hoiiwood, Aug. 24, 1794. 

Comte Mercy still continuing very ill, we had last night a. 
conference Yuth Comte Starhembm-g, to whom he had made over 
his instructions, and to-day we have received a despatch from Lord 
tSpencer and Mr. Grenville, with an account of what had passed 
between them and the Austrian Ministers at Vienna. The general 
result is, that they express a great desire to conclude the alliance, 
a readiness to prepare for the next campaign, and to give imme- 
diate orders to malce a forward movement to save the conquered 
fortresses, pTOvided we supply them with an advance of money to 
relieve their present necessities, and secure to them large pecu- 
niary as.sistance for next cam2)aign. They also agree to remove 
the Prince of Coburg and the Prince of Waldeck, and we under- 
.stand the former has himself sent his resignation, but they have 
fixed no successor. General Brown is so ill as to be out of the 
question. Tliey state objections to the Arch Duke or Mack ; and 
in the mean time, till they name some one else, they say the com- 
mand must devolve upon Clairfait. This is all that has jiassed at 
Vienna ; but Comte Starhemburg, in concert with Comte Mercy, 
has within these few days reiieatedly suggested an idea, which is 
the point I more particularly wish to mention to your LordsHj), 
with the freedom with wMch you have allowed me to use in all 
our communications. He says there is no Austrian General whom 
liis Court can name in whom it -would have entire confidence, and 
he is persuaded tliat if ^ou had the command of our army, with the 
local rank of Field Marshal, there would be no difiieulty in so 
arranging it that you might have the vh'tual command of the 
whole army, Austrian as w'ell as British. He has recurred to this 

1 This Icii 
iiiiu tiori of i;.!: 

'of flu- Will!.- ; 

VOL. II. 
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258 


LOBD COENWALLIS. 


Chap. XYI, 


idea in such a way, as to persuade me tod Lord Grenville that, as 
far as Austria is concerned, tlie measm*e is probably practicable. 
I need not say bow advantageous we sbonld tbink it to tbe cause. 
It is in triitli of more importance than I could easily express to 
any one, and tban I can attempt to express to you. 

I am fully aware of tbe apparent difficulty of superseding tbe 
Duke of York’s command. But on tbinldng over tbe subject, I 
tbinlc that difficulty not insuperable. He bas, I believe, good 
sense enough to feel that his ba\dng tbe command of the whole 
combined army is out of the question. His being under the com- 
mand of Clairfait, or tbe two armies remaining independent of each 
other, I tliink he must feel to be equally inconsistent with any 
plan that can be useful ; and I do not at all despah- that by stating 
those cu'cumstances to him distinctly, and calling bis attention to 
the nature of the crisis, he may be brought freely to acquiesce in 
such ail arrangement, and to continue to serve under you. 

If therefore your Lordship felt, as I trust you would, inclined 
to undertake a task on which perhaps everytliing depends, I should 
in that case write fully to tbe Dulie of York on the subject, and 
also lay tbe proposal before the King. 

I bai’dly know bow to desne, in tbe uncertainty of tbe result, 
that you should take the trouble of another jommey, and yet I 
know that it is hardly possible to discuss a subject of this sort 
sufficiently by letter, and I know too that you take too warm an 
interest iu what is passing to attend to 

Tbe suggestion is certainly not one • ' ■ sicler 

as easy to execute in ordinary times, but it is I believe tbe only 
-1 ■ utting things into a good train, and therefore 

h-. \ • ought to stand in the way of it. Let me only 

: ■■ ^ . s! I i to See you before you determine. 

Believe me, &c., 

W. Pitt. 

Maequis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross, Vienna. 

Dear Boss, Cuiford, Axig. 25, 1794. 

After T hnd Vidtcd abiivc a fortnight in and about town, 
Count Merci iiniv-'d, with ji but without any military pro- 
position, or indeed an idea of doing anything on the Continent for 
tbe remainder of tbe campaign. Tbe Count was confined to bis 

bed. find 'W'fid rrilv ; 1 ;:| j. i.f.-. pi;; i,.;.! ascertained 

il l' ■ i'll'. il .,1 1! . ...i!., ..I, his mission 
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were an absnrd plan for tlie jr^vommr-nt of Flanders, after it 
should be reconquered, and a sfli.-jiu: the Prussian subsidy,^ 

which seemed to be little more or less than to get it into their 
own hands, he allowed me to retmm into Suffolk. After giving a 
decided opinion against the Flanders plan,® wliich appeared to be 
equally weak and nicked, cautioning om’ friends not to give too 
much into the second, and exhorting them to try every possible 
means to save Valenciemies, I returned to the peaceful shades of 
Culford, 

The fall of Eoberspierre is certainly a great and extraordinary 
event, and must convince every tliinldng man in France (if such 
man there be) that it is impossible for them to form a Government 
upon anything like the present system ; but I do not see the pro- 
linbih'ty of it« prodmiTig any immediate effects in our favour, and 
j iiiii'f coiifc'S iliiii i think our present prospect is gloomy. The 
coast of France is almost our only resource in respect to any 
offensive : b':t the difficulties are so great that, 

however ■■■ ■ ' i • ^ >• •''' are, it is doubtful whether any- 

thing can be undertaken. 

I conclude that despatches from Vienna must have been 
received since }Oui‘ ariival at that Court, and I am inclined to 
believe that I should have had a line from P. or D. if they had 
any good news to impart. 

I was sorry to find ]>y a letter from Brome that lie would liave 
left Vienna jirevious to your anival. He had just heard a report 
of Lord Spencer and Mr. Grenville being to come, but did not 
believe it. 

I am, dear Boss, most heartily wishing yon a speedy return, 

Your most faithful and sincere friend, 

CoENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. W. Pitt. 

[Tnvate.3 

Dear Sir, Cuifoi-d, Aug. 25, 1794. * 

Although the difficulty of the proposed arrangement appears 
to me absolutely insurmountable, and even if, contrary to my 
expectations, the promise of hearty confidence and support from 
the Court of Vienna and the acquiescence of the Duke of York 
could be obtained, the station in which I should he placed would 

I The English Govemraent did not alto- 2 ti... n i . ■> coincided 

gether repudiate this ide.a, as appairs from • ■ . ! ■ .. 

Lord Grenville’s despatches, 

S 2 
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be tlie most arduous and invidious in wMcli a man could possibly 
find Hmself, I have too great a personal regard for you, and too 
much deference for your sentiments, to hesitate about going to 
town. 

I shall set off very early on Wednesday morning, and shall be 
at Lord Hertford’s house before four o’clock, when I shall be ready 
to obey any commands with which you may honour me. If 
Wednesday should be a Cabinet dinner, as I believe is the case, 
I had rather see you anywhere after that is over than meet you 
there, and can, if it should be more convenient to you, meet you at 
Wimbledon either on Wednesday night or Thursday morning. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

, Lord GRENvmLE to Earl Spencer and Mr. Grenville. 

[Secret.] 

My LOED and Sir, Downing Street, Aug. 2G, 1794. 

. . . It appears that Comte Mercy was instructed to 
urge in the strongest manner, the three following ix/iids, rci-iniii'r 
the requests which the Emperor was desirous of bringiiig lbrv.;ird 
at this crisis, in order to enable H. I. M. to act with vigom* against 
the common enemy. 

Ist. That some immediate pecuniary advance should be made, 
without which it was strongly urged that the Austrian army could 
not be kept on the Meuse, m a state of preparation for active 
measures. 

2nd. That means should be adopted for assisting the Austrian 
loan of which no more than 800,000^. had yet been paid.^ 

3rd. That H. M. would enter into the discussion of future 
arrangements of pecuniary aid, which might remove the difficulties 
arising horn the exhausted state of the Emperor’s finances. 

I have, &c., 

G-renville. 

The BngHsh Oovommont agreed to adTunoe 150,000L as a loan, 
on condition that the .Vni't.rii.ui troops siurold maintain their 
position. But they would not, during the prorogation of Parlia- 
ment, make any further loan, or give any guarantee to the existing 
contractors. And Lord Spencer was informed, that nothing would 

^ The loan was for 3,000,000f. ; the eon- 2500/. of the second instalmeiit of 300,000/. 
tractors, Boyd and Beiificld, had only paid then some days overdue. 
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be proposed to Parliament \ntli that view, unless it were distinctly 
shown that Austria would act with, vigour. Lord Spencer was 
further directed to take care that the command of the army was 
not irrevocably settled without the consent of England, who had, it 
was considered, a strong claim to nominate the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

The following is the King’s answer to the hlinute of Cabinet 
proposing to give Lord Cornwallis the command of the allied 
armies : — 


The King to the Eight Hon, William Pitt. 

m. 

Weymouth, Aug. 27, 1794, 35 past 1, i\M. 

I have this instant received Mr. n'^companying 

the Paper of Considerations which I !■ i:\ -I.--.. ■! to 

keep, but not knowing whether Mr. 1 ’in I:.-.- u I'.di- 1 cj-x ■!!’ it, I 
have thought it safest to return. "Whatever can give vigour to the 
remains of the Campaign, I shall certainly as a duty think right 
not to withhold my consent: but I own, in my Jeon’s iila-'C. I should 
beg my being allowed to return home, if ih(; Coiiiimiiid is givi-n io 
Lord Cornwallis, though I should not object to the Command being 
intrusted to Gen. Clairfait : from feeling this I certainly will not 
write, but ajiprove of Mr. Wyndham’s going to the army, and shall 
be happy if my Son views this in a different light than I should. I 
will not delay the messenger, as I think no time ought to be lost 
in forming some fixed plan, and that the measure of sending Mr. 
Wyndham is every way advantageous. 

George E. 

Maequis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross, Vienna. 

Dear Ross, Lower Grosvenor Street, Aug. 28, 1794. 

After having been kept the whole summer in town, I had 
flattered myself with a little quiet, when I received a letter from 
Mr. Pitt, saying that the Austrians had no General to send in the 
room of the Prince of Coburg, and that they have proposed that, 
for the present at least, i hi: i-cunn.ind .'■hmdd npoii Clafrfait; 

hut that Merci, who is jiisj dc:ui, aud Si.-in-ini.-iiig. b.-u! proposed 
that I should have the command with the local rank of Field 
Marshal. The IVIinisters had an idea of the Duke of York’s 
ac.|ui<-s<:(;i!!-i: iu my taking the command, and serving under me, 
:iud Wiiidliiui! had undertaken to go over to the D. of Y. and 
procure his approbation of this plan. 
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On seeing Mr. Pitt yesterday as soon as I came to town, I 
told Hm in the first jdace how very unwillingly I should embark, 
on any terms, in so arduous and desperate a business ; but that my 
going to take the command of the army, and to be Commander-in- 
Chief of the British troops, which was a point of the utmost neces- 
sity, while the Dake remained was absohiloly imijossil.h,- ; and that 
even if he could be brought to con-cm i<,> ii, I hai'dly 

thought, that I must decline it. I admitted with Mr. P. that little 
good could be expected from Clairfait and the D. of Y. ; but I said 
that if it was the wish of His Majesty’s confidential servants that I 
should have the task imposed upon me, that I thought the only 
way in which it could be done, was to state to the D. of Y. the dis- 
agreeable situation in which he would himself be placed under the 
command of Clairfait, and how disadvantageous such an arrange- 
ment would be to the public service, and to propose to him, as 
there was little prospect, especially under such a plan, of any active 
service for the remainder of the campaign, to ask a temporary leave 
of absence, and mention their wish that I should, for the present, 
take the command. 

I am so convinced of the impossibility of going on according to 
the first proposition, that nothing shall make me accede to it. You 
will easily conceive how much I lament that you are at such a dis- 
tance from me. I am just going to Wimbledon, but shall pass 
through London to-morrow in my way to Suffolk, when I wfil write 
you another line if anything new has been started. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

MaBQUIS COENWALLIS TO COLOSTEL RoSS, VIENNA. 

HeAE EoSS, London, Aug. 29, 1794-. 

Windham sets out this day for the Duke of York’s quarters. 
Nothing has been received from H. R. H. since he received from 
Lord Spencer the communication of Clairfait’s n^d 

of the orders from Vienna to attempt the relief i-:' i'. f- 
Lord Grenville said he would write this day to desire that you 
should return immediately. You will easily conceive how much I 
feel the arduous task that is soon likely to be imposed upon me, 
and how anxious I must be for your arrival. The forward move- 
ment, if practicable and in time, is a matter of no small difficulty, 
and wiU require a great deal of detail. I conceive it must be made 
by the Meuse. 
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The K. nnd TTinriy other?; will attribute the sacrifice I make, and 
the gi-eat hazard that I run, to excess of ambition, instead of giving 
me credit for feeling the duty I owe to my country, 

I am in great haste ; for G-od’s sake lose no time in coming. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Horse Guards, Sept. 1, 1794. 

Having had the honour to commumcate to His Majesty tJie 
information I iiave received from your Lordsliip, that on your 
passage from India to Europe, you had attentively considered the 
state of His Majesty’s and the Company’s troops in that part of the 
ivorld, and had reduced into writing your sentiments as to the plan 
wliich it may be advisable to adopt: I am commanded by His 
Majesty to request that your Lordship ivill furnish me with that 
plan in detail, as His Majesty is deshous of knowing your opinion 
on the best mode of new-modelling the army in India, with a view 
to give safety and permanence to our Indian Empire, and to jire- 
vent the continuance or revival of those discontents iiwl ji-iilnii-ii s, 
wliich have so often manifested themselves between {Ir l<i!ig'!«. iiiiii 
the Company’s troops, as well as between the Company’s troops 
belonging to the diflerent presidencies. 

I have, &o., 

Henry Dundas. 

The paper which Lord Cornwallis transmitted in reply to this 
letter is of great length. The substance of it will be found in the 
Appendix, 


Marquis Cornwallis to Sir John Shore. 

Dear Sir, Brome, Sept. 7, 1794. 

I have within these few days only, received your letter dated 
the 14th January, which has been pretty long on its passage. The 
death of Sciudia,* of which we have received accounts overland, 
will ucGily r<‘in()V(i every political difficulty of your Government, 
and tJic rc'cHtude of your measm-es wiU insure success in aU the 
internal business of the country. 

The French, although they have neither security of person or 

1 Sindia died Feb. 12, 1794. 
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property, although the streets of Paris and all their principal towns 
are daily streaming with blood, and their Government, if such it 
can he called, is the most tyrannical and cruel that ever existed, 
still cany on the war with a vigour and energy that is scarcely to he 
conceived ; and when one set of butchers are themselves slaughtered 
at Paris, the army pays the same deference to their murderers, as 
they had before done to the villains whose heads they had cut olf. 

Our success however has been almost comjdete everywhere, 
except on the Continent, where nothing hut disgrace has attended 
us, but I think our misfortunes there have been more owing to the 
incapacity and misconduct of om- leaders, than to any pecuhar 
merit or good behaviour of the enemy. How we are to get out of 
the war, and what effect the continuance of it, and the consequent 
increase of taxes, may have upon the temper of tliis country, it is 
difficult to foresee; but the present Opposition in both Houses is 
truly contemptible both as to numbers and character, and I believe 
I may safely say, that nine-tenths of the nation at large are more 
heartily disposed to support the British constitution. 

Hr. Dundas first mentioned to me on my arrival in England, 
Iris intention that Duncan should be Governor of Bombay, and you 
will easily conceive that, knowing as I did the importance of a good 
Government in our now acr|ui>itiou? on the Malabar coast, I warmly 
encomraged and cull iui led tlii' nivouniblc d'=r''=-ti'’'. tb- Board 
of Control. A party however in the G- :-: I '!■■■■, have 

hitherto contrived to defeat Mr. Dnndas’s plan, wisliing I suppose 
to get a Governor who would be more attentive to their private 
recommendations and jobs, than to the measures that would be 
most likely to promote and secure the happiness of the inhabitants, 
and the ]')er?nanont intcrerts of the Company and of Great Britain. 

Mr. I •iiii'lii' iliiM if any person shall be appointed (for 

they talked of ■>-. r--">iv-^y recall him, so that I 

suppose in the e - ! ! ' i 

I am well aware of the importance of paying immediate 
attention to the -military ostablisliment of India. I believe I before 
told you that .1 iiia! ceil <.;■:.■!>;<! all the information I could on the 
subject, previous to my departure from India, ■■■■■ ; . 

home, I drew out a plan for new-modelKng the I: -.i" ■ ■ 

is to be brought forward as soon as Parliament meets, and wliich 
■will, I trust, prove advantageous to the public service, and give as 
general satisfaction to the officers as ^-oni a 

measure of that kind, where so many v. con- 
cerned. j yours, 

COBNW'ALLIS. 
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Each succeeding month only increased the difficulties of the 
Allies, and rendered their position more precarious, and the ineffi- 
ciency of the British and Austrian commanders more apparent. 
Though at one time Mr. Windham had been induced to recommend 
Mr. Pitt not to remove the Duke of York from his command, yet 
his better judgment convinced him that when danger was immi- 
nent, the advice not to employ Lord Cornwallis had been most in- 
judicious. 


Right Host. W. Windham to Eahl Spencer. 

My dear Lord, Head Quarters near Bois le Due, Sept, 13 , 1794, 

Wliatever your anxieties may be, mine, I dare say, are still 
greater ; nor will you wqjider that I should be so, when I tell you 
that of the evils that threaten us, I cannot forbear to consider part 
as owing, by possibility, to my own wrong judgment. You saw the 
letter written on the uistant of my first conference with the Duke 
of York on the subject for winch I came over. To gain him to assent 
to what wfis! prope^od v.-ns probnbly utterly out, of my power, though 
I had [l^.•."'■d {ln! jiijin.M' vdih greater pertinacity than I can ever 
bring myselL* in a.-i-; hiu 1 (•••rtaiiily yielded more in my own 
opinion to the difficulties and risks of sending over Lord C.^ imme- 
diately than I now wish I had done, or than I should have done, 
could I have known at that instant aU that subsequent inquiry and 
observation has enabled me to know. A crisis such as that which 
we are now in, sets aside all considerations but that of the means 
fitted to carry into effect the end one has in view. We are here 
with an army of 36,000 men, and menaced with an immediate attack 
of an army of 50,000, in a position by no means advantageous, and 
wlierc the fmits f)f 's'ictovy seem by no means likely to compensate 
the ,»t‘ licfrai. If by my way of stating the objections 

to sending Lord C., 1 have been the cause of preventing his coming, 
and that tlie event of the action ivitii which we are threatened 
should be unfortuuate — God forgive me. It will be better that I 
should bo among tlie number of those who will lose all sense and 
being upon that occasion, than live to the suspicion of having 
contributed to an ev^eiit so iatal. 

I will not enlarge upon the reasons wliich have made me change 
my opinion, so far as I had then an opinion to change, which was 
to he collected, I fear, from my letter to ^Ir. Pitt. One reason was, 
that in the plan of i.-p(:"iiiioi:s s!'.pr.i)>'..'l at that moment, a great 
deal of connection (i.i liav-,- >:u!'si<L;6 with the Austrian army. 
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At present, from tlie nature of the circumstances, and still more 
perhaps from the character of one of the paidies, that co-operation 
becomes nothing. We are here, as I said, with an army of 30,000 
British, Hessian, and Hanoyerian, left to act by themselves. With- 
out disparagement to the D. of T., I cannot [but] wish at a moment 
when strong imraediate interest forces away every other considera- 
tion, that a person of more experience and authority had the com- 
mand, first to decide whether the battle ought to be fought, and 
then to conduct the fighting it. This wish, however, is now I fear 
too late; and what adds to the distress is, that two mails are now 
due from England, one of them since the 8th, which may possibly 
certain instructions affecting the decision of the first of these points. 
Should it be determined that no attacks are to be made for the re- 
covery of the Scheldt, then wiU this action be unnecessary. 

I blame myself for not having Avritten to you before, but from 
the beginning it seemed that I had nothing to say that could arrive 
in time, could it otherwise have been of consequence. I now Avrite, 
as I said, to reKeve my own mind, very much oppressed with the 
pro'pr-d, bohiiv ns. I have continued here, rr.-’t’y. T from 

a ■!(;:,iiv; (jf I ig some military operations, i..- i:.,'" . ■ ■■ , ■' a,s the 
present ; partly, however, from the Avish of hearing from England, 
which I have not yet done. 

My best remembrances to G-renville, and believe me, &c., 

w. w. 

A good comfortable present I shall have made you, till you shall 
hear the result of these proceedings. 


Mabquis Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

HeAE SiE, Brome, Sept. 14, 1794, 

Your letter of yesterday’s date has relieved me from much 
anxiety of mind, as I was very apprehensive from the summary 
mode of proceeding to which Lord Grenville seemed to incline by 
what he said after dinner at Wimbledon, that I should have been 
hmried^ into the most embarrassing and dangerous situation pos- 
sible, Avith every prospect of ruin to myself, and very little proba- 
bility ol rendering any essential serA'ice to my country. 

I trust that thcj Duke of York aaus apprised that notliing could 
be more repugnant to my inclination and wishes than to assume the 
command of the army, and that I saw as strongly as himself, the 
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impossibility of bis serving, or even remaining, witli the army 
under me. 

I conclude I am now eomjdetely ruined at St. James’s, indeed 
I could not be much worse than I was before, but tliat is a circum- 
stance that will not disturb my rest, nor abate in the smallest de- 
gree, my attachment and affection for the great personage from 
whom I have formerly received much favour aud kindness. 

I cannot judge without much more circumstantial information, 
whether our army wiU be able to maiutaiu a more forward position 
dming the next winter. I suppose it must depend, as well as the 
recapture of Antwerp, upon our gaining some very decided advan- 
tage over the enemy soon after our troops are put into motion. I 
always conceived the t^wo measures of a forward movement and the 
exchange (•rLi.ird ’'.btira’'? (rj he absolutely incompatible. 

I pi-ri'c'-i iy ngree u hii. i.eu'd jb.ira in thinking that, if our account 
of the strength of the Royalists is correct, and not exaggerated, that 
•I wijnVi rrrpiiro at least 20,000 good British troops to undertake 
iiiiy S'.IM, u|..cr:;iii>!i>; in France, and indeed a much larger body 
wiMiIil. lie rv ijuii-i'ii lo afford any very sanguine hopes of success. 

As to myself, I can only repeat, that whilst I am able, I shall 
ever be ready to serve my country ; but you must remember that 
Lord M. will no more serve under me than H. R. H. would, and I 
think you should not lightly deprive yoiurselves of the services of 
the former, who, as a soldier, is, in my opinion, of the two the most 
worth retaining. 

I return you all the papers, except the printed paper from India, 
which I have not had time to read. It is more mijiist than unusual 
to abuse a man for his measm’es before it is known what they are 
to be, hut I tliink the author too contemptible to make it worth 
your while to trouble yourself about hi-m d 

I wiU come to you to talk over the arrangement of the Indian 
army whenever you please, after the end of this month, but I 
should be sorry to be absent from Suffolk for more than three or 
four days at a time, unless it was absolutely necessary. I have how- 
ever not only declared, but shown my readiness to attend, whenever 
Mr. Pitt and yourself have wished to see me. 

I am, &c., 

COBilWALLIS. 


1 An attack wpou Lord Coraw.'illis for his supposed views on the Indian amaj. 
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Earl Corwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Deae James, Sept. le, 1794 . 

You will haye seen mucli in the papers, and perhaps linro 
heard various reports, about my being employed upon i!;o ( 'oiiiitiiMii. 
An arrangement has been in agitation (to which nothing but my 
love and duty to my country would have made me consent) to have 
placed me in one of the most arduous and invidious situations pos- 
sible. The plan is now at an end without any difficulty having 
been thrown in its way on my part, so that I have a prospect of 
remaining at peace at least for this year, and at the same time of 
feeling the satisfaction of not having sacrificed the pubhc service to 
any selfish consideration. 

Everything here is quiet and goes on smoothly, thanks to your 
care and good management. Brome is now on his retm-n, but I 
should hardly suppose that he will anive in the com’se of this 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

, Earl Spencer to Marquis Cornwallis. (By Colonel Eoss.) 

[Received Sept. 27,] 

My Lord, Vienm, Sept. 15, 1794. 

In pursuance of Lord Grenville’s desire, I take the liberty of 
writing a few lines to yom* Lordship on the state ohour negotiations 
at tliis Court ; and I am very happy that Colonel Eoss will deliver 
this letter to you, as he will be able from the knowledge he has of 
what has been passing here, to give yom- Lordship a much better 
idea of it than I could do in the short time allowed me for wrriting. 
We are sorry to find that the Ministers here do not afford us any 
reason to hope that the conditions which we have been instructed 
to annex to the guarantee of the loan and grant of the subsidy from 
Great Britain, wiU be thought admissible by the Emperor. They 
seem pretty decidedly of opinion that H. I. M. will not be brought 
to consent either to the keeping so large a force as has been re- 
quired in the Netherlands, or to intrusting the command of that 
force to nn officc-r iu»l i:i the Austrian service; and they state as 
iiiijicisiibh.;, ilic expedient proposed of drawing from the 
Liiipirc an cqiiisauMit lo Prussia for the subsidy when transferred 
to Austria. 

Though we had failed in this part of nr- v... (i t 

it our duty to endeavour to provide' agaiuH 'o.'-ii'. r 
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tliat miglit arise on tlie subject of tlie command for the remainder 
of the present campaign ; and on this point we received general 
assurances both from the Prince de Kosenberg^ and Mons. de 
Thiigiit, that measures should be taken to secure a good mider- 
standing between the two armies, though Mons. de Tliiigut took a 
distinction between the concert to be entered into for the plan of 
operations, wMch he contended should be on a footing of more 
perfect equality than what regards the execution of the plan when 
agreed upon, in which he admitted that a preference must neces- 
sarily be given to your Lordship’s superior rank. It is necessary 
at the same time to observe that, though they agreed in the neces- 
sity of taking proper measures for this purpose, they seemed to be 
of opinion, from the present circumstances of the campaign, that 
there would very probably be but little occasion for the two armies 
to act together during the remainder of it. 

I lose no time in apprising yom* Lordship of what has passed on 
this subject, in order not to delay Colonel Ross’s dcparlnn.?, whom 
we know you will be very glad to see. 

With the sincerest wishes that you may meet with every 
possible success, j iiave the honour, &c., 

Spencee. * . 


Maequis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Deae Ross, Cuiford, Oct. lo, 1794. 

I have just received your letter, and propose being in town 
this day sennight, the 17th. 

The accounts from the Continent are truly disastrous, and I 
tliudL past remedy ; and I sincerely hope that I shall be able to 
keep clear of the business, but '\iih my llifrc' must still be 

some danger of my being involved. Balfour •writes that the anny 
is very sickly. Yours ever, 

COEFWALLIS. 

Earl Spencer and Mr. Grenville to Lord Grenville. 

• [Received about Oct. 19.] 

My LoED, Vienna, Oct. 7, 1794. 

. . . Upon the general subject of the negotiation it is 
evident that tliis Minister (Mons. de Thugut) retains Ins expecta- 

' i~ SVi-.iv’. i-Y'-o, Prinr..-' de Kosen- P 27, i7?0. i'.** G aiie 

btr:, L. fii i. IT',' ;. >i. 1,18.32; nj. i-'r.’.s'.oi.i .-Xni' ^r.c Klav.nbabv'r-l^lL-rcii. 
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tions of obtaining from Great Britain tlie gnarantee of a loan of 
6 millions ; and that bis wislies for the next campaign lead to see 
40,000 Prussians and 35,000 Austrians added to the British army- 
in Planders, making one combined force under British command 
for the protection of Holland, wliile a large Austrian army might 
act upon the Eliine, supplying there the place of the Prussians. 

We have, &c., 

Spencee. 

T. Grenville. 

The idea of placing Lord Cornwallis in command being now 
almost enthely relinquished, he was very anxious to explain what 
had really passed on the subject to the Duke of York, to whom 
tlierefore he adch’essed the following letter : — 

Marquis Cornwallis to H. R. H. the Duke of York. 

SlE, Culford, Nov, 8, 1794, 

Although I am very unwilling to intrude upon your Eoyal 
Highness on a business personally concerning myself, at a time 
when you are so much occupied with matters of more importance, 
yet as some , circumstances have not long since occm-red, which have 
bee n Tnisijijii-t iinid' d on tliis side of the water, I am very desirous 
to state them to you in a clear and true light, as they really hap- 
pened. 

Upon my return from the Continent, I represented in the 
strongest terms, agreeably to your iustructions, and indeed as my 
duty required, the absolute necessity of removing the Prince of 
Coburg and Prince of Waldeck fr*om thefr situations, and the im- 
poitance of making an attempt to relieve the fortresses in French 
Flanders. The Cabinet, in consequence of your Eoyal Highness’s 
letters and message delivered by me, resolved, that as the business 
was of a most pressing nature, a ]-)orson sliould be immediately sent 
to Yienna for the purpose of carrying these two points at the 
Imperial Court, and as the Minister was known to be averse to 
Lascy^ (who was besides thought too infirm for so active and 
sudden an appointment), to hasten as much as possible the de- 
parture of (Icnori'd Brown to take the command of the army in 
Flanders, It was at first proposed that I should be charged with 
this mission; but on the roflioction tlnit some altercations oi'no very 

r-;. r. ; !!■: <1; T.--,-'. . 7 ■ which came to Eup;lan(.t with William I., nml 

! -'•! Vi.'i,:!. !8vl. quilted itwithJarar-s If. llisriithei’was rtler. 

f!,. ii,..-, ...oci i; !■„ ! . 1 . 1 .. (. 1 Sj.in. r Comte deLuscy, a celcbiatcd Iln.-isinn (ieaeval. 
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pleasant nature had passed between tlie Austrian Ministers and 
niys(df, on the subject of the march of the Pnissians, and that it 
would be unreasonable that I should, after so long an absence from 
my domestic concerns, be again requested to take a journey to the 
Continent to execute a commission which might iirobahly be as 
well performed by another person, — ^]\Ir. Cirrenvillo was named to 
go to Yieima, and Lord Spencer Avas afterwards preyailed upon to 
iii-i-orti]'inuy him, as it was conceived that the presence of a member 
nf ihr Ciiliii!.-! woidd give more weight to our propositions and 
induce the Court of Viemia to use more than {trdiuaj-y despatch. 
Of this I Avas informed by Mr. Pitt when Colonel iloss aud niyself 
dined with him on his return from the Cabinet ; and he then added, 
that Lord Spencer had desired that a inilif.-jry lUiiii >ii'»idil go Avith 
him, to assist him in combating any miili ary ol-jcciidns v.ltirh might 
be started by the Austrians, and that it had been agreed by his 
]\[ajesty’s Ministers, and AA’armly approved by Lord Spencer, that, 
from the knowledge wliich In; mu.st liaA^e acquired of the temper 
and disposition of om Allies, by haAung attended me to the Con- 
tinent, as well as from his general character and habits of business, 
Colonel Ross would be a very proper person to be employed upon 
this occasion. 

Colonel Ross, who was on the point of setting out for Scotland, 
remonstratcjd most V(diicnn‘ntly against this nomination, and urged 
his Avaiil of fluency iii S[)eaking French, and every other argument 
that could be suggc-sted ; but as Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas stated 
the ruinous consequences of delay, and pressed Ms going in the 
strongest terms, he Avas at length so far overruled as to consent to 
go, if no other expedient could be adopted in eight-and-forty hours, 
Avliich he most earnestly requested Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas to 
attempt. The mis-jinn {.•roccc-.h-d in a fcAv days, as you knoAV, 
accompanied by < 'o!ou<-i Jif.-s, mid iV.un that time no change Avhat- 
ever took place in the resolutions of the Cabinet, respecting the 
affairs of the Continent — as far at least as any communication was 
made to me — till the arrival of the first despatches from Lord 
Spencer and !Mr. Grenville, when I recefted an express from town 
on the part, of Administration, acquainting mo tluit General Brown 
Avas so ill as lo lx; out of llic question, and that it had been pro- 
posed by the Court of Vienna that the command for the present 
should devolve ujion Clahfait. It was then stated to me that our 
Government could have no hopes of success in so hazardous and 
difficult an enterprise iis Avas then in agitation, if it Avas to be con- 
ducted by a man Avho had so little exertion, and Avho had been so 
unfortunate in all Ms undertakings m Clairfait, and who had on a 
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former occasion sliown no goodwill to co-operate mtli your Eoyal 
Highness ; and the expedient was then jmoposed to me, which was 
oommiinicated to yon by IVIr. Windham, and which was said to 
liaxe originated with Count Merci, and to have been suggested at 
Ms request, during his iUness, by the Imperial Minister in London. 

In answer to a. proposal of so embarrassing a nature, I said that 
the idea of my commanding your Eoyal Highness by means of a 
temporary rank was absurd and preposterous, and what I never 
would agree to, even if you were to ask it ; that I did not believe 
that the Court of Vienna would consent to have their army com- 
manded by a foreigner, notwithstanding Count Merci’s opinion, or 
that Clahfait would acquiesce in the authority of that kind of local 
commission, which was, I believed, unknown in the Austrian service, 
and that if aU those difficulties were removed, it was not probable 
that I could arrive at the head-quarters of the army, and make my 
arrangements for moving, in time to save the fortresses. But as I 
had ever maintained that it was liighly disgraceful for an officer 
to refuse his services in the line of his profession, whenever he 
should be called upon, I did not, even in this case, feel myself at 
liberty to decline the most arduous and invidious situation in which 
perhaps a G-eneral had ever been placed, in the event of Clairfait’s 
expressing his willingness to acknowledge my command, and of 
your Eoyal Highness being disposed to ask a temporary leave of 
absence fi'om the army. 

Conscious as I am that I was actuated by no motives but a 
strict sense of the duty wliich I owe to my Kiag and country, and 
that, at so critical a period, wffien a little exertion on our part 
might have averted those evQs wliich have since come upon us, 
and wliich will, I am afraid, nearly overwhelm this country, it w^as 
meritorious to consent to encounter the dangers which so immi- 
nently threatened me, and which men of more selfish principles 
wnuld have avoided, I certainly do not think that my conduct 
requires any apology, 1 T 1 j . . : i- for your Eoyal 

Highness to suppose for a momem; tnat you would expect it ; and 
I should not now have troubled you upon the subject, if I had not 
known that it had been suggested to the first personages in this 
country, that the plan of my obtaining the command of the army 
liacl boon preconcerted, and liiat Colonel .Uoss’s journey to Vienna 
w^a3 connected Avitli it. 

I hardly conceive that your Eoyal Highness can think me base 
enough to have endeavoured to supplant you in the command of 
the army, by a dirty intrigue, or fool enough to have wished to 
place myself in a station wrhicli was so likely to ruin my reputation 



1794. 


STATE OP THE ARMY. 


273 


and destroy my future peace of mind. But as reports may have 
some weight until they are eoiitradieted, and as this suggestion did 
unfortunately make an impression in a quarter where it gives me 
the greatest concern that it should have found any credit, I have 
presumed to trouble your Boyal Highness with a plain statement 
of facts, and to assure you upon my honour, that there did not 
exist the most distant idea of my being employed on the Con- 
tinent, when Colonel Boss went to Vienna, 

I have the honour, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Cuiford, Nor. 21 , 1794. 

I inclose a copy of a letter which I yesterday received from 
the person ’ who sometimes wrote to me from the army before we 
went to the Continent. You will easily conceive liow desirous he 
is that his name should not be brought Ibi'waivl. I communicated 
the paragraphs marked by inverted commas to Dundas, with the 
strictest injunctions not to guess at the author. Unless I had done 
something of that kind, my friend’s letter could have answered no 
purpose. My own situation is liowever delicate, and I am not 
witliout serious apprehensions of being sent for and pressed to 
undertake what no other person will rdt. -mift, ai .d what I am afraid 
cannot now possibly succeed, for disi-ip!in«* .-oid confidence are not 
plants that will grow in a day, and it seems too certain that many 
days cannot pass before all remedy will be too late. 

I do not know the cause of the prorogation ® of Parliament ; it 
is perhaps better that it should not meet now, if money is not 
immediately necessary, but it is unlucky that more notice could not 
be given, as all sudden measures create alarm, and naturally make 
people suspect the worst. 

The Duke of Grafton very gravely says, he is afraid of the 
effect it may have in the <;ouniry, wishing at the same time that it 
may blow it into a flame. 

I have postponed my going to town in consequence of the pro- 
rogation, but ilial, will not save me hours of misery on account of 
the state of public affairs, and of anxiety with regard to my 
own situation. j ^m, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* There is no trace who this person was. 
VOL. II. 


® Parliament was prorogued to Leo. 30 , 
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[Copy.] 

Arnheim, Nov. 11, 

I have not troubled you with letters, as you too well know 
there has not been anything pleasant to communicate. But now 
we really are come to such a critical situation, that unless some 
determined, decisive, and immediate steps are taken, God knows 
what may happen. Despised by our enemies, without discipline, 
confidence, or exertion among om'selves, hated and more dreaded 
than the enemy, even by the well-disposed inhabitants of the 
country, every disgrace and misfortune is to be expected. You 
must tiiorougiily feel how painful it must be for me to acknow- 
ledge tliis, even to your Lordship, but no honest man who has any 
regard for his country can avoid seeing it. Whatever measures 
are adopted at home, either removing us from the Continent or 
remaining, something must Be done to restore discipline, and the 
confidence that always attends it. The sortie from Nimegueu ^ on 
the 4tii was made enthely by the British, and executed with theh 
usual spiiit, they ran into the French without firing a 'single shot, 
and consecpiently lost very few men; their loss was when they 
afterwards were ordered to retire. Yet horn what I have men- 
tioned in the first part of my letter, I assure you I dread the thought 
of these very troops being attacked or harassed in a retreat.” 

I have never ventured to open myself to any one on this sub- 
ject, nor would I to any one but yom'self ; but however grateful I 
am, and hope always shall be for the constant Idndness and friend- 
ship I have experienced from him, and well Imowing the many 
really valuable qualities of heart and mind that the person in 
question^ possesses, yet things are in such a state that I cannot 
avoid giving my oj iiiMon ft , the only one I know whose high character, 
reputation, and low; of hi-' coiiiin-}' fould save us. I conclude you 
know that the Duke of Brunswick has refused the command. 

Eight Hon. Heney Dundas to Maequis Coenwallis. 

[Private aad Coafideatial,] 

My dear Lord, London, Nov. 37, 1794, 

I delayed answering your letter, because Mr. Pitt and I 
had lately so many serious communications on the subject of it, 
that I was certain some decided measure must come out of it. It 
Fo bnppcnod, and on .Srniday last Mr. Pitt wrote a very long and 
d mi i'll i Icd Uir, l.iin ar rlie .-a mo lime a very honest and firm one, to 
ilio K'iiig. staring ihc lu.-ccssii.y of putting an end to the Duke of 

J Nioiegaen surrendered on Nov. 5. 2 The Duke of York, 
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York’s command of the army on the Continent. The lett(3r was 
felt as a very severe blow, and as such received, but acquiesced in 
as wimt could not be avoided. Yesterday in the Closet, ho did not 
say a word on the subject either to Mr. Pitt, or to any other 
person. I therefore late last night wrote to him again, and I send 
this day a despatch to the Duke of York, of which I send you a 
copy. We are in hopes, but by no means certain, that the cam- 
paign will now end by the enemy going into winter-quarters, and 
if the Butch do not make a separate peace in the mean time, we will 
then have a little breatiung to think what is to be done. We pro- 
pose as fast as possible to let the command into General Aber- 
crombie’s hands, but there being senior ol!i(.‘ers, it requhes a littlq 
management. 

I (jxpect Lord Illoira to call upon me immediately. I shall 
liave occasion to write to you again soon. I would wish much to 
sot-f you, and would d<^sire you to come iqi, or I would come down 
to you, ljut in the prestmt moment if I was to do either, I woidd 
not b(* surpris(.*d that it sliould bo suspet^ted the late step with 
regard to the Diiko of York was taken in conccfrt with you. Per- 
haps the arrangement of the India army may afford such an oppor- 
tunity. The King has had your paper this fortnight. If ho does 
not return it to-day or to-morrow, I intend to write to him alwiit it. 

Ynnrs very sincerely, 

IIenky Dundas. 

Right Hox. Henry Dundas tu H. R. H, the Duke of York. 

Sir, Hdi-tse Guards, Nov. 27, 1794. 

The present very extraordinary and critical situation of 
Holland, and the state of the combined forces employed for the 
; .■ ■! -.i < r U I 1: render it extremely desirable that His 

i!..-'- -iG' I ■-•ants should as soon as possible have a 

personal communication with Your Koyal Highness upon those 
important subjects, and I am commanded to signify to Your Royal 
Highness, His J^Iajcsty’s pleasure that you should take the earliest 
V. . Cv: ‘ty . .f r..' to England, leaving the command of His 
Vl:.' - i the hands of such British officer as may 

be next in seniority to Your Royal Highness, after furnishing him 
with such mformation and instructions as Your Royal Highness 
may judge to be necessary for liis guidance. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

T 2 
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Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Cuiford, not. 28, 1794. 

I Rad a letter this morning from the person to whom I 
communicated my information. I find the important measure of 

recalling ’ l'n= h'-'"’ an honest firmness, though 

witheyery de.:"-. ■ .lu : yy -yr =;■. It is intended that the 

command of v, - I i ■ oresent devolve on A., and 
as ii is <ii|'i)OS:-d ihai (h-: (ai. iny aiv: Lroing into winter-quarters, there 
will !.;■ i imc for aiTaiigeT!i-;!i!' if ilu- ! wiU persevere in the war. 

The persm told me that Lord M. was to come to lum imme- 
diately, and that he wished much to see me, but was afraid either 
to aslc me to come to town, or to come hither, for fear of creating 
suspicions of a similar nature with those which we have before 
heard of.® 

The papers say that the Irish affairs are settled, which I hope 
is true, but if our friend Lord Milton ® is intended for the secretary, 
I should a little doubt the propriety of that nomination. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, , Cuifoi-a, Dec. 5, 1794. 

I have received an answer to my letter,^ expressing perfect 
satisfaction at my statement, and fuU of civility and kindness; 
this will remove all awkwardness at our meeting. 

I have heard nothing more from klr. D., but it is strongly re- 
ported that Lord M. is going immediately on some expedition. The 
Bishop writes that he does not himself deny it. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

H. R. H. THE Duke of York to Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Receired Dec. 5.] 

My dear Lord, Head Quarters at Arnheim, Nov. 24, 1794. 

I take the earliest opportunity to acknowledge the receipt 
of vimr very friendly letter of the 8th, which reached me only on 

1 Blank in original, meant for the Duke evidently show he was not. 
of York. ^ Oenrge, 2nd Earl of Doi-ciiestci’. 

* " ■ ' ’A. ’ ■ ’ ” ’ * Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of York, 

■ ■ _ ' '■ ■ - dated Cuiford, Nov. 8. 
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Friday, and beg you will accept my most sincere tlianks for tbo 
frank and open manner with which you have explained to mo the 
transaction concerning Colonel Koss’s journey to Vi(?.nna, and 
which, even if I had ever had any doubts, would have fully cleared 
them up. 

I need not, I trust, assure you that I am not of a suspicious dis- 
position, 'and at the same time I have too high an opinion of your 
character to think that you are capable of any low or dirty intrigue. 
It was natural for His Majesty’s Ministers in the very critical 
situation in wliich we have been for some time, to be anxious that a 
person of your Lordship’s military talents and reputation should 
not remain unemployed. 

I am however equally sensible of this fresh inshinco of your 
friendship towartls mo, and beg you will believe mo ever witli great 
Sly dear Lord, yours most sincerely, 

Frederick. 


MaIUJUIS CoilXWALWS TO COLOXKL ROSS. 


Dear Ross, Cuifoni, Deo. i5, i704. 

Ealtbiir is come over, and his letters — for I have not S(ien 
him — arrj very desponding. He tells us what cannot be done, but 
<loes not say what can. The IMaripiis de* Bouille ' on the contrary 
WTites on the Ith December, ‘SJe crois quo la Hollamh* est sauvee 
pour cet hiver, si ceux qui commandeut out la moiudro connais- 
sance du metier, et ne font pas quel(|ues nouveiles bevues; eUe 
le sera la campagne prochaine, si I’tui met ^ la t(5te de Tarmee 
destiiiee a la defeudi’e, un General qui ait de la capacite, et qu’oii 
lui donne des moyens suff=r:r=. or -i-. i tres facile.” 

I have heard nothing !' wrote to you last; I 

shall go up at the meeting of Parliament, but liojie to get down 
again, as I have much business here on my hands. 

I have agreed for a manor and estate adjoining Lord Bristol’s 
park, which is more than an equivalent for Wordwell, and which 
costs me 12,000?,, so that I can change Waxhain for Stowe without 


1 Inin^ois Claude Aiiidur, Marquis de 

thf '' \ Lii \ ( II-.’ \\ u, iiid 111 the West Indies, 
At the time of the liisjht tu Vareniies he 
coniiiianded the on the North-Eastern 

fiontier of i’r.inee, whom he had sueeeeded 



who coniniaud(.H.l a small detachment of 
cavalry at Vareniies, told the Editor that he 
requested leave of the King to charge with 
the men he had the mob who intercepted 
them. The Queen urged him to do it, but 
Louis would take no responsibility, and 
would give no order till it was too late. 
M. de l>amas added, he had ever since re- 
gretted not acting without orders. 
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any expense of ready money, except tlie 5000Z. wliicli I agreed to 
pay extra, and witliont remorse, as I am sure of Wordwell whenever 
there is a reasonable Lord Bristol. 

My eon’espondent with the army seems a little frightened at the 
consequences of liis letter, but I do not see how I could have acted 
otherwise. 

Lady Waldegrave ^ and her children are come to spend some 
days with us ; tliis cu’cumstance will confirm Miss Yanneck® in her 
report. I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Boss. 

Dear Boss, Cuiford, Dec. 19 , 1794 -, 

I yesterday received your letter dated the 14th, and felt glad 
to have got once more into correspondence with you. You had not 
then received my letter about the recall. 

I have heard nothing more from Administration, who, I suppose, 
as usual have thoh hands too fuU, but when I go up to town for the 
meeting of raiiiament I shall know all. From an account I 
received from Balfour of a conversation with Mr. Pitt, I have no 
doubt that the continental business is to go on, though B. is very 
desponding, and says he gave very discouraging answers. The 
20,1)00 men which the K of P. is bound to furnish to the Emperor, 
and which had been withdrawn, have, I see by the papers, been 
ordered back to the Mayne on the success in Poland f and our 
guarantee of payment of the interest of the loan of six millions ^ to 
the Emperor, looks as if the Austrians had agreed to take their 
share in the ensuing campaign. I trust they will do it more effec- 
tually than in the last. 

Adieu, my dear Boss, my letters will be more interesting when 
I get to London. Tours, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

14, 1798. She was Pj-ivj Purse to the 
Princess of Wales. The report alluded to, 
was a supposed marriage between Lord Corn- 
wallis and Lady Waldegrave, — an unfounded 
story, hut oftou repesited. 

“ Praga was stormed hy Suwarrow Nov. 4, 
and Wai-saw surrendered Nov. 6. 

•* This arrangement was not completed. 


1 Elizabeth Laura, dau. of James, 2nd 
Earl of Waldegrave, b. March 24, 1760, d. 
Jan. 29, IP1 f! . — 17'S2 

. I i i;. li..’. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, London, Dec. 30, 1794. 

I have received your letters dated the 26th and 27th, and 
have now only a moment to tell you the Continent is out of the 
question, as the greatest jiart if not the whole of our troops are to 
be withdjrawn, to be replaced by Austrians, unless the Dutch make 
a separate peace. 

The Ordnance ^ with the Cabinet is to be offered to me, but as 
the P. to whom I wrote the letter of explanation is I believe to be 
Commander-in-Chief, and to have a seat in, the Cabinet, the 
situation of an inferior military man in the Cabinet will be very un- 
pleasant. My wishes are to decline, but as that might greatly add 
to the present sufficiently embarrassed state of affairs, I have not 
perfectly made up my mind about it. Pray give me your senti- 
ments. If I should be induced to accept, I must call upon you to 
take part with mo. 

Pierrepont was totally mistaken, as far at least as regards Lord 
Yours ever, &o., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear PoSS, London, Dec. 31, 1794, 

I think upon the whole that everything went off yesterday 
as well as could reasonably be expected (for we had no right to be 
very sanguine), excepting only the defection of Wilberforce,"* wliich 


must be felt as a cruel stroke 


1 Lord Cornwallis was appointed Master- 
General, Feb. 13, 1795, vice the Duke of 
Richmond, v^dio had held that office since 
Jan. 1, 1784, The Duke of York became 
Commander-in-Chief Feb. 11, 1795, but he 
was not then, nor was he at any future time, 
in the Cabinet, 

2 .r. ’■■■ r " T — t, 

eldes ■. .. ■ , 

Jan. ' 

fiithc . ■ ' 

r.O';!i:r-r, .Apr:] to .'Tar, ".TOO, and then for 

Lord unatham was not made Master- 
General till June, 1801, on the resignation of 
Lord Cornwallis. 

* William Wilberforce, b. Aug. 24, 1759, 
d. July 29, 1 833 ; m. May 30, 1797, Bar- 
bara Ann, dau. of Isaac Spooner, Es^., of 
Elmden Hall. M.P. for Hull from Nov. 


by Pitt. The Thorntons ® went 

1780to.W ’.- 70 ^, y . V .1 ’ • ' 

and for .. . 

occasion , ■ 

diess, . < ' i J I f ^ ' 1 I I I I 
any ter—', i-- .ae . r.ii: ' :i i-: ;:'e 

' 11 i’ 'll ' I'l ' 

1 p c- w; , 

quite incoherent, as lus doubts about his 

■ ; , b. Jan. 9, 1759, d. 

March 12, 1826; m. Sept. 12, 1786, Maria, 
dan. of Francis Eyre, Esq. M.P, for 
Bri dice water July, 1785, to June, 1790, and 
Colche^Ur io .March, iffi?. Henry Thorn- 
ton, h, March 10, IT'oO, d. Jan. 16, 1815 ; 

■* . — *mie, dau. of Joseph 

' ■ . M.P. for South- 

. . ■ ■ ■■■ I lis death. 
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•with Iiiia, and Sir Eiehard member for Shropshire — so far 
was the Methodist connexion. But his colleague Mr. Duncombe,® 
and Mr. Burdon,® member for Durham, likewise were in the 
minority. In point of numbers this is no great matter, but the 
example is dangerous, and foiu* county members make some noise. 
I have not seen any of the Ministers this morning. Pitt was not 
well yesterday, but they say he spoke admirably. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* Sir Richard HiU, 2nd Bart., b, Jane 6, 
1732, d. Nov. 28, 1809, unmarried. M.P. 
I’ - 'J’- ’ '"‘r*. ■'?'>'•' ^ot. 1806. 



unmarried. M.P, for Yorkshire from Oct. 


1 780 to Maj, 1 796. He seconded the amend- 
ment. 

8 Rowland Burdon, b. 1756, d. Sept. 17, 
1838; m. 1st, June 27, 1780, Margaret, dau. 
• of Charles Brandling, Esq., of Gosforth ; 2nd, 
1794, Cotsford, dau. ’ 

Richard Matthews. 

Durham from Nov. IV; • ‘ . 
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CHAPTEE XVIL 

Lord Cornwallis Master-General of the Ordnance — Threatened invasion of Eng- 
land by the French — Celebrated .-f M'- rv'' r<— 

: • " ^ L ■ 1 "i 

V ■ , 'v. ■ , — Discontent of otScers of the Bengal army 

— Judicial regulations in India. 


Marquis CornwIllis to Colonel Boss. 

DeAPv EoSS, Lower Grosvenor Street, Jan, 19, 1795, 

I have just time to acquaint you that all is over in Holland. 
The Dutch sent terms of capitulation to Pichegru, but he scratched 
them all out, except that which asked the free exercise of their 
religion, which was not probably the article that they had most at 
heart. 

The D. of Y. told me in the drawing-room, that the enemy 
attacked the Guards at Ehenen ^ on the 14th, who repulsed them, 
and that they themselves suffered very little loss, and that our army 
had retreated unmolested to Deventer, leaving only two or three 
hundred sick, who were too bad to be moved, 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear EOSS, Lower Grosvenor Street, Jan. 26, 1795. 

The die is at length cast respecting the Ordnance, and the 
new part of the Administration (and I believe particularly your 
friend Lord Spencer) have forced Mr. Pitt to turn out the D. of E. 
notwithstandmg liis voluntary return to his duty in the Cabinet, 
and, as I understand, his promise to behave better in future. Lord 
Amherst® is to quit, and the D. of Y. is either to be Commander-iu- 

^ The French attacked the whole line from ® .Lr.v-- y. i.c/d u;v,.S 1 eTay 20, 

Arnheim to Amercngc!!, hut without success. 177(‘, K.ii., h. .i. -'•-■..g. 3, 

The Guards drove them back at Kheuen,. 1st, Jane, dan. of Thomas . , F. . 

losing only 2 officers and 20 rank and file Hampton; 2nd, March 26, . , 

wounded. Lieut.-General Harcourt com- dau. of Genei"al the Hon, 
manded the English, and Comte Walmoden Field-Marshal and Colonel 2nd Lite Guards ; 
the whole army, which consisted mainly of Commander-in-Chief in America from 17.58 
Hanoverians. to 1764, during which time he subdued 



282 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. XVII. 


Cliief, or tlie official cliannel of transacting military business with 
the King, but to have no seat in the Cabinet. By what fell from 
Diindas last night, it is, I believe, the intention to give Sir W. ^ 

Howe the Tower, and make Abercromby Lieutenant-General of the 
Ordnance.^ 

You will easily conceive how ill it suits with my opinion of the . 

times and of the prudence of some people, and with my ardent wish 
for ipiiet, and r(itiri anunt, to exchange the Tower for the Ordnance, ? 

but I yield to the pressm-e of the moment and to my determined 
devotion to the public service. 

I do not think in youi- present military rank and situation, in 
every respect as to fortune and character, that the office of private % 

secretary to the Master General would be suitable and proper for 
you, but still I am very desirous to avail myself somehow of your 
assistance in the arduous task which I am about to undertake ; I 
hope at any rate you uill come soon to town ; you must agree 
■with me in thinking that this country never was in gfeater danger 
of a serious and formidable invasion, and consequently feel the 
comfoit; that it would be to me to talk over the most effectual 
means of resisting it, just as I am taldng upon myself almost the 
whole military Qouncil, with a person whom I love ^ 

so much, and :■ r \ and judgment I have so great a 

veneration. 

The Committee of Company’s officers have passed severe 
strictures on my plan, and pertinaciously adhered to the insolent 
demands of the Bengal Committees. TJic Court of Directors not 
knowing what to do, partly led by Baring and others who wish to 
thwart the measures of Government, and partly from not caring for 
the trouble of reading the paper, and from despair of being able to ^ 

understand it, have come to a short vote, “ that they Nvfrl on no 
account consent to the transfer Pr'-'-.r—y’? army to the 

King’s service,” and Dundas does ■ h- '• ^ !; i-- .,i tliis time to 

attempt to force the measure down their throats, so that our ar- 
rangement falls to the ground, and there is great reason to appre- ^ 

hendthat next year the Br’-;;r.l -.T L ■ . . 

The Cape, Trincomalc, Cc- ■■=, o-;*., a--.. . ■■■•■ o:' i- i, 

and speedy consideration. . I am, &c., ^ 

Cornwallis. ’ 


Can^aj and General Commanding-in-Chief in 


MM : ; .I:,;.. :7;, ! iV;,5. ]],, 

O.ii'.a;:!;- J:Mi> 

1772 to 1782. 



■' rornwallis 
. and Sir 
■ ■ the Ord- 
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The plan proposed by Lord Cornwallis, to amalgamate the 
Company’s European troops with the King’s army, was, as may be 
seen, not approved of by the Company or their officers. The 
latter made many complaints, some of real, some of imaginary 
grievances, and their demands were couched in very improper 
language. They appointed one committee in India, and another 
in London, with whom the G-overnment communicated. The 
question gradually became very serious, and in 1796 assumed a 
formidable aspect. Some details vdll be given in 1797, when 
Lord Cornwallis was nominated Governor General in order to put 
down what had then become a mutiny. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear HoSS, Lower Grosvenor Street, Jan. 27, 1795. 

I received your letter congratulating me on my having 
no share of responsibility, a few hours after I had informed you 
how deeply I am to be engaged. 

I cannot entertain a doubt oftliis country being invaded ; indeed 
I do not see what the French can do else, for they will give them- 
selves very little concern about an Austrian army on the Rhine, if 
such an army should exist, of which we too well know that we 
cannot insure the certainty by paying for it. 

I hope and trust you will come up soon, and indeed I tliink 
the King will soon be looldng about for his Aides-de-Camp ; 
but I do not at present see why you should not be Sui'veyor 
General, As the House of Commons sat till six this morning, 

I have had no opportunity of seeing any Ministers since I wrote 
last. 

I must confess that I feel an alarm and anxiety about public 
affairs, that entirely destroys the comfort that I hoped to derive 
from the happy circumstances of my family and fortune. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

liord and Lady Sydney are in great joy at Harriet’s ^ marriage 
with Lord Dalkeith.® 


• * Harriet Catherine, dau, of Thomas, 1st aC ■■ .i-;-!-,]-. Jc,"., Tt. ■!,~T2 

Vi:--.-;' .:i'. S;.-dr..-v. h. NV.-, 27. 1773, d. Aug. 4th 'h-.'.v il i, k.T.. M.-.v 

2 ;, kC ! : m. C:!, 1705. C'r'.rles Wil- 1772, d. April 2U, 1819. 

h'.vr, K.iri.-.'iV.' 
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Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear KoSS, Lower Grosvenor Street, Jan. 31, 1795. 

I franked a letter to you from Lady Spencer on the subject 
of your coming south ; she says she shall not be diverted from the 
attempt to bring you up, by one or two failures. 

I have not seen either Pitt or Dundas since I ■wrote last, and 
am now confined by a most shocking cold and cough, but I under- 
stand the D. of E. received his dismission on Sunday last. The D. 
of Y. is to be a Field Marshal, and to conduct the military business 
as senior officer on the staff. Whether we shaE get any good by 
this, God only knows, but I think things cannot change for the 
worse in i’ 

If tin I !■■ ■ ■ : ‘ I should not like to trust to the new Field 
Marslial for the defence of Culford. 

My situation is not enviable, yet I trust you will make up your 
mind to take a share with me, and I do not see why you should not 
be Bmweyor General. I know you do not want a jilace, but I must 
have a (.‘iij table fiiend in one of the efficient offices. 

I’hc uiililaiy arrangement for India is in a bad way, the Di- 
rectors and the officers equally reprobate my plan, and the former 
scout the demands of the latter : Mr. Dundas says he will enter 
seriously into the business. During this •Pet+“r’"i;r fUn 

business being satisfactorily settled, the ( •• •• • !'. -i W i.'i,,- : 

arti daily })n.ntij)g and cu’culating papers, which are Ettle shoid of 
high treason. j am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Grosvenor Street, E'e'b. 2, 1795. 

I do not mean that anything I said last night should con- 
vey an idea that I have the smallest objection to Sfr Charles 
Grey. Prom what I have heard of Abercromby, I should con- 
ceive he was the man of the soundest understanding, but Grey 
and myself lieen acquainted near eight-and-thirty years, and 
alriiciigl! wf; litivo not lived much together, unless when we have 
met in our professional duties, we have always been good friends, 
and have, I believe, in a certain degree had a respect for each 
other. 

I trust that Mr. Pitt will heartily enter into the measure of 
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finding some office for G. Berkeley/ wkom on kis wife’s ® account I 
should wish to treat with the greatest attention. You will easily 
conceive what an object it must be to me to get Boss into that 
station, and wffiat benefit the country must derive from his abilities 
and experience in every species of business. Boss himself does not 
wish it, but if you are right in compelling me, I am very sure that 
it will be wise to extend the compulsion to him. 

. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Mabquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, Lower Grosyenor Street, Feb, 12, 1795, 

I believe you will recollect that in several discussions at 
Wimbledon, I was of opinion tliat our jiassions should not operate 
in points of political expediency, and that after I had the strongest 
reasons to be dissatisfied with the Prussians, I always maintained 
that we should still endeavour to get them, if there was any prospect 
of deriving any essential support ftom them. 

If a corps of Prussians under the Duke of Brunswuck could be 
produced, with any hopes of their acting with energy, it would 
greatly tend to dispel the gloom which I confess at present 
(Ii'jiivss's my mind to a degree that I cari hardly describe, and with 
a reasonable security that we should not be egregiously duped, I 
think w'e can hardly pay too dear for them. 

The station of a body of troops with transports, and every 
erpiipment for service on the East Coast, is certainly a most advi- 
sable measure, with a view either to offensive or defensive operations. 

I am, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, London, Feb, 18, 1795. 

You will easily conceive that when discussions are held in 
the Cabinet, involving measures on which the existence of every- 
thing that is dear to us may depend, the only military member of 
that Cabinet would have great satisfaction, at tliis most critical and 

^ Hoo, George Cranfield Bei-kelej, after- M.P. for Gloucester countj fi-om April, 1783, 
wards Admiral of the Red, G.C.B., son of to April, 1810. 

AuTii?.t,iis, -{tb Karl of Berkeley, b. Sept. 2, ^ Lady Emily Berkeley, b. 1762, d. Oct. 

1753, d. Feb. 25, 1818 ; m, Aug. 23, 1784, 19, 1832. 

Emily Charlotte, dau. of Lord George Lenox. 
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dangerous period, in opening himself freely to a friend whose 
judgment lie so higlily values. At the same time I can hardly ask 
you to conic up without passing by Castlemilk.’ I write in the 
greatest haste. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

G. A, Robinson, Esq., to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Received Fel). 1795.] 

My Lord, Calcutta, Aug. 20, 1794. 

A memorial has been received from the officers of the army, 
which win be transmitted by the Nancy. There are some excep- 
tional expressions in it, I think, and some promises which they 
assume without sufficient gi'ounds. It proves, however, more mo- 
drinv.: fron: vi-pi.n', T bjul 'Xj-vted. The ferment they are in 

will ■.udiiiiiily U'lV 'i.!'-i..l.; amil ih>-y kiiow what arrangements are 
finally to be made, but as I have no doubt something materially 
beneficial is intended with regard to quickening promotion, and 
0 [)ening a door both for temporary retreats to Europe, and for 
retirement from the service ivithout loss of everything, I feel no 
apprehension but that they will soon be composed and quiet again. 

I am, &c., 

G. A. Eobinson. 

MAiiQms CoRNWAuras to Sir John Shore. 

Dear Sir, London, March 13, 1795. 

. . . The critical situation of this country, and indeed of 
aU Europe, occupies the full attention of our Ministers, who have 
little time to think of India, which, thank God, presents no press- 
ing dangers. The military discontents alone seem to require im- 
mediate notice, and some arrangement is now under the consider- 
ation of the Court of Directors. 

The very illiberal treatment which I met with in some of the 
Bengal publications, and the want of confidence, and indeed the 
indisposition towards me, which appeared in the Committees of 
Officers in London, whore j)erso]i3 were allowed to take the lead 
who had no claim whahivcr to be re-admitted into the Company’s 
servicOif made me most eagerly embrace the opportunity of the 
rejection of my plan by the Court of Directors to withdraw myself 

^ An estate in Dumfriesshire, near Annan, which Colonel Ros.s had recently bought. 
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entirely from taking any furtlier concern. Copies of my propo- 
sition will be sent out, and I feel pretty confident that the sensible 
and candid officers in the Company’s service will not consider me 
as their enemy. ... I am, &c., 

CORFVVALLIS. 


Marquis Gobitwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

DeAE SiE, Lower Grosvenor Street, May 14, 1795. 

I inclose to you a copy of a letter which I have received 
from the Majors and Senior Captains of H. M. regiments serving 
on the coast of Coromandel, and as I understand that the measure 
of a[)pointing second Lieut.-Colonels nnd second Mnjors is likely to 
be considerably extended at home, and lli.n ilic y’,'UMg regiments 
whicli are going to India are all on that establishment, I think it 
absolutely necessary that some attention should be paid to the 
officers wlio have served long in India, and who have so strong a 
claim to favour from then meritorious conduct during the late war 
in Mysore. I am, A-o., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-Gen erai. Ross. 

Dear HoSS, Lower Grosvenor Street, May 23, 1795. 

The same idea about the cavalry occurred to me, and I 
mentioned it yesterday at the meeting of the Cabinet. The sub- 
ject is very delicate as well as important. If the Elector of 
Hanover adopts the neutrality under the wings of Prussian pro- 
tection, he will set a bad example to the other Princes of Ger- 
many, offend Austria, and discom-age the whole business, and he 
will necessarily be obliged to withdraw his contingent from the 
army of the Empire, as the Landgrave of Hesse has done. If he 
does not take shelter behind the line of demarcation, 3000 British 
cavalry, joined to his Hanoverian troops, will not protect the 
Electorate from falling under the yoke and requisitions of Prance. 

In such a case it may not be easy to make ^ hoar cool and 

dispassionate reason, but stiH Ministers must do their duty. Single- 
ton ® is appointed, and as Lord Spencer told me that Mr. Pitt had 
undertaken to speak to Berkeley about the other change *in the 

1 S'c :! •: E:-./. he held (except from Feb. 1806 to March 

2 ■ ■, , p li;.- 1 1 .-!!': rpo, v.l:i-.:h 1807), to .lune 1829. 
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Board, I wrote to Mr. Pitt to put Mm on Ms guard against giving 
any option to Berkeley, but to mention it as a matter decided at 
my request. I sliall still endeavour to come to Warley for two 
days before tlie birthday, but Lord Lauderdale’s ^ motion will keep 
me in to\ra till Friday morning, and I am very desirous of passing 
two days at Culford. I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

P.S. The King gave the 17th Dragoons to Delancey® spon- 
taneously, to the great surprise of the said Delancey, and I believe 
of every other person. , 

Right Hon. William Pitt to the Maequis Coenwallis. 

[Private.] 

My dear Lord, Downing Street, Saturday, May 23, 1795. 

I am happy to take the first opportunity of telling you that 
Lord Berkeley® has been with me for the pm’pose of requesting 
that his brothi v nngl.i he iippointed Colonel of Marines on resign- 
ing the office ol* 8iirv<y.>r-(i»:ii«.;iid. TMs business will therefore be 
settled in the most satisfactory manner. I am, &c., 

W. Pitt. 


MARQurs Cornwallis to Major-Geneeal Ross. 


Dear Boss, Monday Morning, May 25, 1795. 

I lyrite early tMs morning, as I am going to pass the day 
and dine with the mess at Woolwich. Macleod seemed to wish 
much that I should do so, aud hy liis manner of speaking of it, I 
thought that he was of opinion that my neglect of WooLvicli began 
rather to be seen in an unfavourable light. 

Some fools by the bye, put it into his head that nothing would 
be so easy as my getting Mm the rank of Lieut. -Colonel ; in short. 


^ Lord Lauderdalfi moved, on June 5, an 
address of gi-eat length, urging immediate 
r - i- i 


i'. 



maiiv yeais, but was removed from his office 
in consequence of defalcations in his accounts. 


M.P. for Maidstone from Sept. 1796 to June, 
1802. 



House of Lords decided, July 2, 1811, that 
the first marriage had not been proved. 
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according to tlie old idea, that I had nothing to do but to intimate 
my wishes, that King, Ministers, &c., &c., might eagerly run before 

them. I satisfied him, however, very easily that all this was non- 
sense, and that if I could bring myself, in contradiction to my own 
sentiments and professions, to ask for it, I had not the smallest 
chance of obtaining it. 

Berkeley called on me yesterday, and by his conversation any 
person w'ould have concluded that he had no idea»of quitting the 
Ordnance these twenty years ; but I suspect that this was to try 
me. I did not, however, let him see that I had the smallest know- 
ledge of his lu'otlier’s rofjuost to Mr. Pitt. It would not have been 
fair (.0 the latter not to give him the full advantage of granting a 
favour. 

Windham told me that the Corsicans were so jealous of the 
French, and hated them so much, that it was determined to 
send no corps of Emigrants thither; I therefore returned the 
papers with Windham’s answer to Sir Robert Gunning.^ I cannot 
leave town till after Lord Lauderdale’s motion on Thursday, and 

then, if business and Cabincds do not interfere, I propose to go to 

Cnlford on Friday, stay Saturday and Sunday, come to Waiiey ^ on 
Monday, and return to town for the birthday on Thursday morn- 
ing, but all this is hitherto uncertain. j 

CORNAVALLIS. 

Thank God there is a fine wind for the outward-bound fleet. 
My brother is going out with a cruising squadron. They say Lord 
Titchfield is to marry Miss Scott.** 

1 Sir Robert O.;'!:;!::,-. F.?-.. ‘••'i cre- 

ated Oct. 17, ]Tr>; i„ .hc’.:’ 'T.il, d. 

Sept. 22, 1816 ; in. 1st, April, 1752, Kliza- 


1765 to Feb. 1771 ; in Prussia to Dec, 1772 ; 
and then in Russia to 1776. 

2 Lord Cornwallis bad been appointed, 
April 23, to command in Essex and Hertford- 
shire, with two Lieut.-Genenils and five 
MajiJi'-doiK-rals (auuiii'; whom was Major- 
Ci-uojmI Ro>s) uiiiici' iiiiii. His headquairiers 
were at Warley Camp. 

•** Willi, ■iin IToiirv. liravipiD of Titchfield, 
aftci warJs, Oct. 3ii‘, iS09, lUi Ituke of Porr- 


I •. 

Sepu. loo< ; irivy cieai, Aprn co August, 
1827 ; Ib-esident of the Council to Jan. 1828. 

* Born April, 1775, d. April 28, 1844. 
Under General Scott’s will her large fortune 
was to be divided between her sistei-s, after- 
wards Countess of Moray and Viscountess 
Canning, if she married a Peer, a Peer’s 
eldest son, or if her husband did not take the 
name of Scott. Lord Titchfield alway.s pre- 
fixed the name of Scott to his signature, and 
tin; sish-r-s waived onfoi'ciug the penalty, upon 
roceiviiig 100,(jCh.‘/. each. 
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Marquis Cormwalus to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Ross ' Grosvenor street, June 4, 1795, 

The promotion lias at length taken place, but there were 
great difficulties about Rerkeloy on account of Sir A. Douglas ‘ and 
several men of strong pretensions. The Rang told me yesterday 
that now Berkeley had vacated his place in the Ordnance, he 
should appoint* successor without waiting for my recommendation, 
and very graciously named you. j am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to tub Right Hon. William Windham. 

Dear Sir, Warley Camp, June 28, 1795. 

I have assembled the Militia Colonels and stated to them 
the mischief wliich the service must sustain, unless they will con- 
sent to supply an efficient force to recruit the corps of Aidilleiy, 
and tlnowing myself afterwards entirely on their liberality and 
public spirit, I trust I have softened them, and hope to get the 
proportion of serviccahle men from tlicm hurno lir'toly. 

I wish you would recommend ir loilic { ■cDriv.)' commanding 
in the different districts, to take the most conciliatory means of 
prevailing upon the Colonels of Militia to act with liberality on 
this occasion, and to forward the object which the Legislature un- 
doubtedly had in idow, of rendering the corps of ArtiQery equal to 
the services which may be required from it. An erroneous notion 
prevails amongst the Colonels (which I assured them was perfectly 
groundless), that after they had replaced the one man in fifty that 
was now required from them, the Artillery would, under the pre- 
sent Act, have a right to call upon them for another supply. No 
time sliould he lost in ciuitindicting any such intention or power 
in the Act, as I remember Lord Grenville did in the House of 
Lords when called upon by Lord Radnor,® for under the idea of 
its existing, the Militia Colonels actually consider themselves 
merely as recruiting officers for the Artillery. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

’ 1750, d. Jan. 27, 1828; m. Jati. 24, 1777, 

I). IT-:';, J".;.- '.'ll-T : o; Anno, dnn. and coTioii’ of Antony, last Lord 

i'.;.' i-'-:.. o:' S-.v V. l-Warsliani offline croatioa. 

“ Jacob, 2nd Earl of liaduor, b. March 15, 
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Maeqdis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Ross, Warley Camp, June 28, 1795. 

I have received your letters dated the 26th and 27th, and 
am glad to find that peojile see the Admiral’s conduct in the* light 
it deserves.^ To make a handsome retreat before a very superior 
force must ever, either by sea or land, be a most difficult opera- 
tion, and put the firmness and capacity of the Admhal or General 
to the severest trial. 

We are to have a feu de foie this evening, and as I am in great 
haste I shall inclose a copy of what I have said to Windham on 
the siibj-'.-f. iif (ho 'irililia drafts for the Artillery. 

* \\ iiwii;;i!ii i), vt-rv good fellow with all Ms eccentricity, and it 

would bo convenient that yon should be in the habit of seeing Mm 
often. . . . Yom-s ever most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 


Sir Robert Abercromby to the Marquis Cornwallis. 


[Received Aug. 21, 1795.] 

My Lord, Camp ne.ar Rampore, in Rohilcund, Dec. 18, 1794-. 

I was in hopes that yom’ Lordship’s plan for new-modelling 
the Indian army would have been brought forward in the last 
Session of Parliament, as I should have been happy to have seen 
it carried into effect before my departure from this country. Your 
LordsMp is well aware of the violence of many of the officers on 
this establishment, and how difficult it wiU be to satisfy them. 
But a State is not to give way to the umreasonable demands of its 
servants. And I have no doubt that the aiTangenient to be fonned 
at your Lordship’s recommendation will give satisfaction to all 
moderate men. 

Some time after my departure firom Calcutta, the death of 
Fyzullah Khan,® Jaghindar of Bampore, gave rise to a most daring 


’ The celebrated retreat of Admiral Corn- 
wallis. He was overtaken on June 16 by a 
fleet consisting of 12 sail of the line^^lS fri- 
gates, and 7 smaller vessels. His force con- 
sisted of 5 sail of the line and 1 fj-igate. 


wueu aiui wuiiiKieu. row victories over ae- 
served more approbation, 

2 Fyzulla Khan wan chosen to be chief of 





Khan, succeeded him, but was deposed by 
his younger brother, Gliolam Mahommed, 
Ang. 18, 1701-. -- i l---i r. i " 

the wounds ■ ■. I. ■ ■>. !!i ; 

battle near ii ■ . . . .vs i ■ ■■ .. 

and the wIk- N;-. v.> i i.b; 

u'2 
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usurpation and rebellion against tbe Vizier’s government and 
authority by Golam Mahomed Khan ; when a ^ younger sou of 
Fyzullah Khan, who, after having murdered his elder brother, 
]ira1iamed Ally Khaii, usuqied the Jaghire, and assembled a very 
considerable army of Affgans. The Governor-General nesolved to 
support the Nabob, and to punish Golam Mahomed. As I hap- 
hened to be near the scene of action. Sir J ohn Shore expressed a 
wish that I would take upon myself the immediate command of the 
two brigades stationed r .vrrr-r rud Futtyghur, in order to 
bring the matter to a -p - • ■ . ■ ■ and, if possible, without 

the effusion of blood. 

I accordingly lost no time in assembling the troops, and cross- 
ing the Ganges near Futtyghur, proceeded towards Barilly, which 
town and country were threatened by the army of Golam 
jraliomed. 

Early in the morning of the 22nd Oct. I reached Barilly, and 
on the 23rd I took a position seven miles in front in order to 
cover it. 

I was extremely anxious to bring the Eohillas to a sense of 
their duty ; but after every endeavoiu* to avoid hostilities, I was 
forced to engage the army of Golam Mahomed (consisting of about 
25,000 men), who advanced to attack me on the morning of the 
26th. The result was as honourable to the British name as I could 
have wished, though not without a very considerable loss on our 
side, as your Lordship will perceive from the public accounts trans- 
mitted by Government, to which I beg leave to refer for par- 
ticulars. The slaughter made by the enemy on our right was 
principally owing to a most disgraceful retrograde movement of 
the Company’s two regiments of cavalry led by Captain Eamsay, 
who was posted on thiii n.-ink. Citpuil'i E:i!n'ii\ hiis since resigned 
the command of the 2 !k! ri-gimeiu, iurl luis so!icii(.‘d the permission 
of Government to resign the service rather than stand a com-t 
martial. 

After the action Golam Mahomed Khan and his adherents fled 
with the greatest precipitation to Eampore, and from thence, with 
their tamilies, treasiue, and effects, to the fort of the Tangly 
Mountains, ten miles beyond Ehaer. pursued, and on the 5tli 
ult. took a position near the Jangh. On the 6th Golam Mahomed 
came into my camp upon no other condition than that of personal 
safety. 1 was in great hopcjs that the Eohillas would have sub- 

mauts of S;?' T. .'.1 •; : v. !; v.--. cfnitriiiy to iho wislios of Sir J. Shore, whose 

iiltiniiitely .vi- . iy I!,.- onlei's jirnvoil too l.ate. Captain Ramsay 

then TOaiio ' w/'a fled to America. 
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mitted on tlieir chiefs leaving them, I was, however, disappointed ; 
they did not choose to lay down their arms unconditionally. 

I knew too most certainly that the result of attack on them 
must have been the massacre of an indiscriminate multitude of 
men, women, and children, pent up within a small space, perfectly 
accessible to us, but from whence there was no retreat for them, 
and where no bounds could have been prescribed to the licentious- 
ness of the undisciplined rabble of the Nabob (who joined us three 
days after the action of the 26th Oct.), whetted as it must have 
been by the temptation of the treasure, jewels, &c., of all the 
Eohilla families. 

I was convinced at the same time that the Eohillas would have 
submitted to tlieir fate rather than have lost all hold of Bampore, 
the only place of refuge left to them in Hindostan. 

I therefore, from motives of humanity, proposed that the Nabob 
sliould grant a jaglm-e to the son of the late Mahomed Ally Klian 
as fi ]U’OTisiou for him and the family, old servants and acllierents 
of I'ymiJIet KLoii, excluding Golam Mahomed Khan from all con- 
cern A^'ith or residence in the country. The Nabob consented, and 
a jaghire, limited to ten lacs, has been gratefully accepted by the 
Eoliillas, under the guarantee of the Company. I am of opinion 
that their power has been so far reduced that it is not likely that 
they will ever again aim at independence. 

Fyzullah Khan, by prudent management and economy, had 
accumulated a large sum of money, wliich has been dissipated on 
this occasion. The Nabob has received between forty and fifty 
lacs of it. 

Knowing your Lordsliip’s anxiety to be informed of every cir- 
cumstance that materially concerns our affairs in India, I have 
troubled you with this long letter, and I trust that the very un- 
ph.ii.Niiil .-( Tvi';.- i.i: v.liicli I have been engaged wiU not be classed 
u iili Ibriiu r l;o!:ill;i wjirs, nor the conductor of it be charged with 
mean, selfish, or interested motives. 

Most earnestly wishing your Lordship success in the arduous 
war in which you are now engaged, 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bobt. Abercromby-. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to Major-Grneral Eoss. 

DeAB Eoss, Warley Camp, Aug. 22, 1795. 

I received yesterday letters from Sir E. Abercromby, Scott, ^ 
and Barlow. Scott justifies tbe whole of Sir E.’s conduct, both in 
the field and the negotiation ; but he says more in support of the 
necessity of attacking the enemy than in defence of the manner of 
doing it. 

Barlow, to my great concern, appears out of spirits, thinks that 
the present G- -r. P..— ^rr:- no energy, and that Shore 

is not heart} i .-i ■■ ■ v ■ • ■ I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

DeAE Eoss, Culford, Sept. 20, 1795. 

The same dry and hot weather still persecutes us, and is 
erpially ho.stile to shooting and to the turnips, and there never was 
a year so universally bad for partridges. I cannot help being un- 
easy about the fleet, as the scurvy, when it gets any head, makes 
rapid progress. D’Yvernois’s® pamphlet affords some consolation 
in these dangerous times, but I cannot quite agree with him about 
the difference of the situation and resources of France and America, 
nor have I any hope that he will persuade the Empire to continue 
the war, and if the Emperor himself should be prevailed upon to 
do so, it will be more owing to the rhetoric of our guineas than of 
Ms writings. If you should hear anything of the D. of York, I 
should be obliged to you if you would communicate it to me, as I 
rather feel disposed to stay here till the end of the week. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Sir John Shore. 

Dear Sir, London, Oct. 12, 1795. 

. . . The events in Europe have been so interesting, and 
the situation of tliis country so critical, that G-overnment have had 
no time to. turn their thoughts to the East, at least not further than 

‘ ( I : i-i Republican party, and condemned to death 

-I. I> par contumacG in 1791. He was*employed 

I...-. 2 :• i^-. . V- diplomatically at llu- roiigreps o-f Vienna. 

' J I-:.?. !le 11c- h.ad a pension ot 'SUU/. on the Irish Ms- 

I'-t i.".:. <!.!; !:.s.;v.: liLoli.'.hnient. 

' . ..: i M . .j .... . 
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it is connected with the operations of the war ; aE attention to in- 
ternal matters is out of the question, and if ever I open on the sub- 
1V.0+, T -firnrl p rb‘=ipocT+iVTi fri clcaT of it as soon as j^ossible. An 
■ ■ i!!; :■-» i... I understand, going out, but I have 
! -i ■■ !i, ! iV I ■ I i ear, it is in a very imperfect and un- 

digested state. The most essential points are however founded 
j hope my friends in India will feel that it 
I- : ■ i i'. ii' i ' j :- ■ ■=* any plan from a partial adoption. 

It gave mo gi'oot satisfirction to learn that everything was 
arranged ri.'Sj'i'f-iiiig llirnains, and that the removal of . Duncan to 
Bombay (where I am sure he must be much wanted) will not affect 
the welfare and prosperity of that favourite province, which was 
always the object of my most anxious care. 

That we must soon get out of this war is certain, but how it is 
to bo done I have at present no concej)tion. My thoughts on the 
state of public afiau's, ever since ni}’ j'otnrn, ha^'o been most gloomy, 
and nothing has yet occurred to brigiitoJi the pi’ospect. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss, Warley Camp, Oct. 18, 1795. 

It is now time that I should wish you and Mrs. Boss joy,^ 
and I do most truly assure you that no person can more sincerely 
wish you both a long enjoyment of health and happiness than 
myself. I desire that you will teU Mrs. Boss, that although I have 
had the pleasiue of seeing her but once, I trust that we shall hence- 
forward be considered as intimate friends. 

I received a volume of queries on the military arrangement 
yesterday from David Scott, requesting immediate answers. I wrote 
my ./{' ■ the review, but I wish you could see him 

for !■ -.• ■■■■ the meeting of the Court of Directors on 

Thursday next. He is at presoiit out of to^Ti. 

What a sad di.saster tliis l.'lov, i>\ (la? Ih.-dii(;!Ta.iu.;iii convoy!® 
and how it will vex our friends the Spencers I 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

^ General Ross liad married on Oct. 15 gates. They separated, and 32 with the 
Barbara Evelyn Isabella, dau. of Sir Robert \i a-b 1 E::;.' -.i ■■ >i '"1 

Gunning, Burt,, K.B. i \ .■ , . ■ i ■-i;:' ; 

2 -r '-.nd mei'chantuaeu i'. ■!,. .i- 

had Gli-- ;'-.:;:- ■''■i:. 25, under aud three frigates, and the Censeur and 30 

convoy of three kuI ol' the line and three fri- merchantmen were <siptured, Oct. 7. 
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G. A. Robinson, Esq., to the Marquis Cornwallis.* 

[Received Dec., 1795,] 

My Lord Calcutta, May 14, 1795. 

Tlie prevailing opinion now is that tlie Swallow is kept to 
bring out tbe new military arrangements, and in this I hope we 
shall not be disappointed, for until they arrive the leaven of dis- 
content that exists in this army will be constantly fermenting. A 
late cause of great jealousy and discontent has arisen in the intelli- 
gence received of the late large jjivmntion of King’s Major-Generals, 
which is industriously represent ■_■<!, iOnL in ibi- present temper of 
men’s minds easily credited, as a manoeuvre calculated to bring in 
Harris in Bengal, Floyd at Madi’as, and Balfour at Bombay, over 
the heads of all the Company’s Colonels ; nor can it be denied I 
think, that the number of King’s officers serving in India who 
obtfiin at the same time brevets in the ranks of Field Officers, pro- 
duces as injurious a preference to the Company’s officers as the 
grievance formerly complained of, arising from their local rank.; 
but I . have still that confidence in the united operation of your 
Lordship’s influence and just sense of the fair pretensions of the 
Company’s armies, that enables me to look forward to the expected 
arrangements for a complete refutation of those impressions which 
the late promotion has given birth to. I am, &c,, 

G. A. Robinsok. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Ross, Cuiford, Dec. so, 1795, 

By a letter which I have just received from NightingaU,^ 
dated Falmouth the 2Gth, I apprehend the total dispersion and 
return of the West India fleet.^ 

He says that his transport was separated from the fleet in the 
night of the 21st, that the gale had lasted, with very little inter- 
mis.sion, for twelve days, and that the troops were getting very 
sickly. He saw only sixty sail on the evening of the 21st, and they 
were much scattered. 

■ . > :■ ■. i- .1 .B.. ' - 

‘i --j \v ‘I'i- ::. .. Vj .ii:-;.’ 


m i t> 1 1 ; wiiM tm liie staii in the expedition 


against .lava, and wa.s Gommander-in-Chief 
at Bombay 1816. M.P. for Eye from 1820 
to his death. 

2 Admiral Christian sailed with a large 
squadron, Dec. S. 3- 
oi'200sail. :1c . 1 ;■ 
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I shall at all events come up for two or three days next week, 
as it will probably be to be considered what can. now be done. 

I write in the greatest haste. Yom’s, &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Boss. 

Dear EoSS Whitehall, Jan. 28, 1796, 

Having been detained at Lord Spencer’s till near twelve 
last night, I had no opportunity of .making inquiries about you, but 
I hear this morning tliat you are arrived. As I wish to talk over 
several things with you, I will call on you about half an hour past 
eleven, and we ' can walk down hither by one, when I appointed 
Slacleod to meet me here. 

The melancholy accounts of the West Indian armament, and 
the certainty that Admiral Clmstian,^ with the shattered remains 
of his fleet, is now' on his return, have deranged aU our plans. I am 
myself inclined to think that it will be better to give up ah further 
attempts of fdfensive operations fortius year, to send troops enough 
to secure} what we have, with active naval assistance, and endeavour 
to put the remaindor of the unfortunate troops into a serviceable 
state against next autumn, which I am sm’e w'as not the case when 
they were embarked. 

My best compliments to Mrs. Ross. Yours &c. 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 


Dear Boss, Culford, Marcli 18, 1796. 

Yoiu’ letter, as w'ell as one which I have just received from 
the Admiral, has given me the greatest concern.^ I have just 
written to liim, but despair, even if my letter should be in time, Jo 
alter his resolution. I need not explain to you what Kttle weight I 


' Vice-Admiral Sir Hugh Cloberry Chns- 
tian, K.B., d. Nov, 1798. Commander-in- 
Chief at the Cape of Good Hope. 

2 Admiral Cornwallis had sailed for the 
West Indies with a considerable fleet. On 
his voyage, his own ship, the Royid Sove- 
reign, was disabled in a gale of wind ; and, 
instead of shifting his flag, he retin-ned to 
England, leaving the command to the next 
senior officer. When he arrived in port he 


..'lid not Sail except with 
i.ir • !■! i:.:.:-, Captain Whitby, to 


whom he ultimately left his fortune. He 
was tried, April 7, by a Court Martial on 
three charges: 1st. That he returned, con- 
f-.- way from 

Ka O.;- \\ >.i - a. That the 

Royal sovereign being disabled, he did not 
shift his flag to some other vessel, but gave 
up tlie charge of the convoy to another 
officer. On' these charges the sentence was, 
that blame was imputable to him for not 
shifting his flag to the Mars or Minotaur. 
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have with Mm. He says, talking of the order to go out in a frigate, 
“ Indeed I think they conld not have been in earnest, but I fear 
it has been intended to affront me, and put me on shore.” After 
ah that has passed, can such siisj)icions be combated by any ra- 
tional argument ? I have said all that I thought could work upon 
him, and I shall most truly lament the issue which I too clearly 
foresee, on liis account and on the account of my country. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Major-General Harris' to the Marquis Cornwallis.- 
[Keceived Maixh, 1796.] 

My DExiE Lord, J’oi’t wniiam, Aug. 17, 1795: 

. . . I do not like to take up yonr Lordship’s time with 
more tlian an acknowledgement of yours, but 1 cannot bring 
myself to conclude without begging you will accept my warm 
thanks for your Lordship’s kind attention to the interest of His 
Majesty’s Colonels, who had the honour of serving under you in the 
Mysore war. Although the Directors have unwisely rejected your 
liberal and excellent jilans for new-modelling what is not now an 
army, we ar-' ’y •- --' -lly ’ 1 1.; -.titude to your Lordship. 

It is no ■ ■ •• • •• I • ‘ • 'y interested in the subject 

to speak on it without suspicion that he w’lll lean to his own side 
in giving his opinion, but I trust to your Lordsliip’s knowledge of 
me that self-interest could not influence me to advance anytliing I 
conceived could make agains' •• . '■ y: .v"l T iherefore affirm 
without hesitation, that His .' i .j- •■■■,'. be as much as 

possible mingled in the European corps ivith the Company’s, and 
that the proposed relief from England should never be given up. 

Climate and distance fr’om home appear to have erased all me- 
mory of their native land firom most of these violent — Petitioners, 
I can scarcely call them, — and in my opinion the listening to and 
being led by a set of hot-headed young men to sign such memorials 
as tlio seniors have joined in, sufficiently authorises their being put 
aside as unecpial to command, or at best their being pensioned as 
worn out. 

I did not conceive firom the armies of the other two Presi- 
dencies, or indeed from Colonel Cockorid’s detachment, that they 
could be, to use a Proneb term, so totally disorganised here, but 
tlio Subaltcrjis are all become Generals since meetings and con- 

iLieut.-Geaeral,aRerwards General, George 18, 1746, d. May 19, 1829: ra. Dec. 9, 
HaiTi's, G.C.'.B., (Nijonf-l rerrhnoiit; ord- 1779, Aaiie Carteret, dau, and coheir of 
ated Lord ilarris An;:- II, isi.’i: b. Mairh ^ Charles Dixon, Esq., of Bath, 
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mentions have taken place, and never thinlt of attending a parade ; 
and in this garrison, until the other day that a Captain Grant 
wanted to r(;licve hhiiself on the main guard, and exchanges of 
duty stopped in consequence, there was scarcely any one put in 
orders in his own turn. In short, every circumstance I am witness 
to so strongly points out the necessity of taking the army from 
hands which can no longer manage it, that, instead of apologising 
for thus detaining your Lordship, I think I should be culpable to 
my coimtry in not mentioning to you that I see no other chance of 
its being made serviceable to Old England. The whole must be 
lung’s, or India and it, will not long be our country’s. 

Allow me to beg your Lordship to make my kindest remem- 
brance to my brother General, Boss, and that you will believe me 
ever most smcerely, &c.. 

Geo. Haeeis. 

SiTi Roijert Abercrojiby ro the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[IJeceiveil M.-axh, 179G.] 

My LoED, Ctileutta, Atig. 25, 1795. 

Your Lordship’s letter of the 9th September has afforded 
me gi.’eat satislaction, and I -would fain hope that your repeated 
vry-'-.-. regard to recruiting oiu European army, will 

-■ ■ .i-;. desired effect; the most fatal consequences may 

otherwise ensue : we now w'ant 7000 men to complete. 

I am greatly mortilied and disappointed at not receiving the 
much wanted arrangement for the Indian army. 

Mr. Dundas has favoured me with a copy of your Lordship’s 
letter to him, conveying your sentiments on that subject ; and he 
informs me that the Court of Directors hav-:.- giviMi a .Iccid d cinnion 
against the transfer of the army from rh(i (.'laiijuiiy to llir Kijig, 
the basis of yom* Lordship’s plan, which is liberal, removes more 
difficulties and affords greater security to the British interests in 
tins country, tlian any other tliat has yet been suggested. 

It is fuU time that the army should be taken out of the hands 
of a set of men in no way qualified for the management of such a 
machme. 

I am so thoroughly convinced that your Lordship’s plan ought 
to give satisfaction to every reasonable man, that I immediately 
directed it to be printed here, in order that the whole army might 
know your real sentiments, which have been grossly and wickedly 
misrepresented. 

In my letter of the 18th March, I mentioned to your Lordship 
that the native battalions on this establishment were dispersed all 
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oyer tlie country, to the utter rui"- of I 

was going to consult with Sir ' ■; <■: !i ■= : ■ ■■■}. It 

has since been resolved that the establislxment of peons, pikes, 
hurkindosses, &c., now under the magistrates, collectors, resi- 
dents, &c., should be converted into a better-armed militia, equal 
to aU the internal duties, and thereby relieve the regular Sepoys 
from that destructive service. There is also to be a militia corps 
for the duties of the town of Calcutta, which are extremely harass- 
ing. The men being on guard for a month at a time, without 
being reheved, get, consequently, a habit of slovenness and care- 
lessness on duty, winch they do not easily get rid of. 

It has been found that the native troops stationed at Fort 
Malbro’, Prince of Wales’s Island, and the Andamans, parti- 
cularly at the two former places, from not being relieved, become 
planters, and have little of the soldier left in them. Your Lord- 
ship knows that there would be considerable difficulty in procuring 
regular reliefs from the battahons, which are cliiefly composed of 
liigh-cast Hindoos. It therefore struck me that a marine corps of 
Mussulmans from Chittagong and the adjacent districts would 
answer the purposes above mentioned. The corps to consist of 
twelve companies of 100 men each. Its li(:!id-qn;iiii.>i-': to be at 
Fort WiUiam, and the companies not on duty in the Islands wiU 
make part of the garrison, and will take many duties on the river, 
for winch the Sepoys of the line are but ill calculated. 

These arrangements whl, undoubtedly, be attended with some 
extra expense, but as the object is of gi‘( at ii[i['(.)i.i:iiK;(', I would 
fain ho])e tliat your Lordship will approve of them. . . . 

liOrd Hobart and the Commodore fitted out an expedition 
against Malacca : the force consisted of four European flank com- 
panies and a battalion of Sepoys, under Major Brown, but the 
Nizam having, on account of the revolt of his son Ali Jah, 
redemanded the two battalions, lately dismissed from Hydrabad, 
Lord Hobart withdrew the battahon from the Malacca expedition, 
and applied to us for one from here. 

I Lad little hope of getting a whole battalion to embark cheer- 
Ihhy, particularly at this boisterous season of the year; but the 
zeal and popularity of Captain Imdowick Grant ^ of the 15th 
battalion overcame pri.jiidice:- a!i<l difficulties which have never 
before been surmounted in the same handsome manner.- The 
whole corps, to a man, have expressed their readiness to proceed 
by sea to any part of India wiierc their services may be required, 
'^■■^y vrV. omh-irk a fr-w The tninsports are to reii- 

■!■ i;i IVi ; , r l-ljsnd! 

‘ Captaia, afterwards Lieut. -Colonel, Ludowiek Giant, b. 1749, d. June 2S, 1830. 
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I have mentioned the circumstance of the 15th battalion, as I 
thought it would not be impleasing to your Lordship to hear this 
of Captain Grant, who, though a junior Captain, had been selected 
by you for the command of a battalion. 

His highly meritorious conduct proves him worthy of the con- 
fidence your LordsMp placed in him. 

I am ever, with the warmest attachment, &c., 

Eobt. Abeeceomby. 

Marquis Corutwallis to Earl Spencer. 

My DEAR Lord, Culford, March 22, 1796. 

I am convinced that you will make allowance for my feel- 
ings on the present distressing occasion, and forgive my endea-, 
vouring, if the thing should be possible, to avert the evils of a 
Court Martial. If any concession on my brother’s part could pro- 
duce that deshable object, I ivould go down to him, and, from a 
communication wliich I have received, I sKbuld not despair of 
obtaining it. 

I propose being in town to-morrow about four o’clock, and if 
there is no Cabinet dinner, 1 would wait on you for five minutes 
between four and six o’clock. 

If you should think that there are any hopes that tliis affair 
can be terminated without a Court Martial, by such means as I 
may devise and have influence to effect, I flatter myself, if the 
order is not already issued, that you might contrive a delay of a 
day or twn in that business, without appearing to depart from your 
purpose. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross, 

Dear Boss, Cui&i-d, March 22 , 1796 . 

A Los, List been with me from the Admiral, and 

i !■.:■•.= ■■■■■!.= ■» that my hopes of a: ■■ 1 ‘1 ■ 

are not great, yet the ohjoct of avoiding a C- ‘i.sr:!, ' ' g:-. . 

that everything is to be attempted. 

I inclose a copy of my letter to Lord Spencer, and if you could 
contrive to see bim to-morrow morning pretty early, you may per- 
haps afford some assistance, especially in regard to the delay. 

Yom-s ever, 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

DeAB KoSS, Whitehall, April 15, 1796. 

I have nothing material to communicate by way of Eu- 
ropean news; Mr. Pitt thinks that he shall soon get over. the 
distress occasioned by the scarcity of money, which is at present so 
great that the subsistence of the army is in part issued in Ex- 
checpier Bills. 

I cannot however help entertaining the most gloomy thoughts 
on the prospect of our campaign. How are we to enable the 
Austrians to act ? and what figure shall we make if they do not 
act ? ^ You will see by the papers that the Nonsuch is arrived 
with rice from Bengal. Eobinson who was emjjloyed to purchase 
the rice informs me that 8 or 10 more ships will follow imme- 
diately, and that they shall send in all from 14,000 to 15,000 ® tons. 

E. says that Mr. Dundas’s speech® has had no effect on the 
Bengal officers, who are growing every day more intemperate. 
He suspects that the Bengal Government think Lord Hobart’s 
proceedings with the Nabob strong,^ and not altogether directed 
by justice, or consonant to former treaties. 

Mrs. Boss dined with us yesterday, and appeared very well. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Mmiquis Cornwallis to the Nabob of Argot. 

Wlutehall, April 27, 1796. 

I received a short time ago your Highness’s letter dated 
on the * conveying information of the melancholy event of the 


J The respective armies had not yet cora- 
meneod operations, but Bonaparte was on 
lliueve 111 miiTing upon his Italian campaitjn. 
To eiialjle llio l!nipi-ror of Austria in meet 
liis i.xi'ioiir' '. Kncrlai'.d i^-iiaranteed a loan to 
him oi' The r,->oial!ou on whii ls 

the bill for this object was founded was 
carried, Mav 28. bv 77 to and the bill 
psiiseu llirouoli the other si ages with similar 
majorilios, 

- i lii; price of corn was at this time ex- 
ti'eni.-lv nigh, ,5/. t's. 2:/. a cpiavter, and fears 
of mn L A 1 ( ptovtninfil. 

•’ Li a delirite, .Tune lf>, t79r), Mr. T)i:ndas 
ri'iinilieo that tlic oiiicers of iiio h'dian armies 
had I til II iws to complain of. lie 

I . ■ 

of Field Officers ; 2nd, augment the retiring 


allowances; 3rd, give leave of absence on 
medicid grounds; and 4th, allow furloughs 
to Europe in rotation. 

On the death of Mahomet Ali, Oct. 13, 

1792, by which the entire revenue of the 

States’ 

should ■ ■ . ■ 

as mill- • . . 

line. 

able d ■ 

mortgaged to the British Government, and 
threatened hostilities if compliance were de- 
clined. The new' Nabob Avithout hesitation 


submit. 

Sic in ovig. 
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deatli of His Higliness, your father ; and I participate as a friend 
ought to do of the feelings of sorrow which your Highness must 
experience on the loss of a beloved parent. 

During my stay in India it was my constant study and en- ' 
deavom to promote that harmony and good understanding between 
your Highness’s family and the Government of the Company, 
which alone ca"' ; and in proportion 

to my anxiety :':m- iht \ '■ -i.-,;.:. ,.i.' ,•!. i ■•\perience disappoint- 
ment and regr. = :r'\ - i:*'-!;--.’- --ianding should have 

arisen between your Highness and Lord Hobart. 

From liis Lordship’s character in this country, I can but be 
persuaded of his good intentions, and assured as I am of the favour- 
able disposition towards you, both of the King of England and 
His Majesty’s Ministers, I trust that by friendly explanations all 
cause of dissatisfaction may be removed. 

I have received the rice and coffee which your Highness’s late 
father had the Mildness to send to me by the sMp General 
Goddard, and I have also been favoured with a further quantity, 
which as a token of remembrance and friendsliiji you were pleased 
to dispatch for me in the ships named the Queen and the Mary. 
The young elephant, notwithstanding that I believe every care and 
attention was given to it by Captain Craig, died on the voyage to 
England, but I must be equally sen.sible of your Higlmess’s friendly 
intention as if it had arrived in safety. 

With every wish for the prosperity of your country, and your 
Highness’s liealth and happiness, I remain, 

Yom* sincere friend, 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to George Golding,^ Esq. 

Sir, Whitehall, May 12, 1790. 

The very friendly and open manner in which you have 
behaved towards myself and my son on the subject of the ensuing 
election, induces me to trouble you with a few lines to explain to 
you and the gentlemen connected with you. in the county, the cir- 
cumstances in wMch I at present stand respecting that business, 
and my feelings on the occasion. 

When upon Mr. Broke’s ® refusing to stand I acquiesced in my 

^ George Golding of Poslingford, b. 1723, beth, dau. and sole heir of the Rev. Charles 
d. Dee. 21, 1803; in, .Ian. 17, 17G2, Anne, Beaumont of Witnesham. Sir Philip Broke, 
dau. of AlesrHiiler Boiiro, Esq. the captor of the Chesapeake, was his eldest 

- I’liilip Bnike of Nactoii. b. Mav IS, 17-!9, son. 

<1. Aug. 22, 18nl ; iii. Vov. 18, 1771, l':ii.ca- 
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son’s becoming a candidate, I thought that I was doing what would 
be agreeable to that particular description of gentlemen, who, by 
acting together, have maintained the great country interest against 
any nffcmpf vrhich money or influence could make to subvert it. 

! iiiivr lutwnver since I'i.-nnd that, although some very respect- 
able gentlemen of the old country interest warmly encourage Lord 
Brome to stand, others, from the opinion that a Peer’s son should 
not represent the county, have started serious objections. 

I therefore, as a sincere friend to the of the 

county, most earnestly recommend to the g ■ i! the old 

country interest, not to hazard the loss of their weight and con- 
sequence by manifesting a difference of opinion on a point of so 
much blit to use every argument in their power to 

prevail ■ or some other respectable gentleman of that 

description, to come forward, and prevent the coxmty from falling 
into the hands of persons of whose political principles they do not 
approve ; and wherever then nomination faUs, they may be assured 
of my most active and zealous support. 

As the contents of this letter will be communicated only to 
your friends, I think it necessary to state, that Lord Brome will 
find himself under the necessity of deelining before the day of the 
nomination, unless (after your attempt to procure another can- 
didate shall have failed) he is assured that he shall be proposed at 
the county meeting by Mr. Broke, and some other respectable gen- 
tleman of the country interest, and that the general voice of the 
gentlemen of that interest udll be decidedly in his favour. 

I have, &c., 

COENWATAIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Ross, Whitehall, June 4, 8 A.M., 1790. 

Brome was chosen yesterday most triumphantlr. novor was 
there a greater or more respectable show lif .ir-.eiu.'J'a.i'.s than ap- 
peared in his favour, 

I recdved a letter from George Robinson ^ this day, dated the 
25th of J anuary, containing the most alarming accounts respecting 
the state of the Bengal army, and saying tliat Government, having- 
come to th(! knowledge of a regular plan for superseding their 
po^vol■3, luid diderrained at last to resist it, and that he feels no 
a[)[ir{'hension that tlicy ivould not do it cfioctuaRy, provided their 

' l not exist nniong Lonl Cornwallis’s papers, nor has the draft been found 

among Sir George Kobinson's. 
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measures are vigorous, strong, and decisive ; bift if they discover 
any spnptom of concession, of wavering, or of weakness, the stake, 
iv, h-~ .v-.i-.-;--;. hr fo7 ever. He speaks of Pophain^ and 
■ [1; I!--:;!-. !. and thinks there are very few who 

have not at some time or in some degree given into it, although 
some now see the folly of it and would be glad to withdraw. And 
he tliinks if a junction of these latter with the few who always 
opposed these measures, would rally round the Commander-in-Ohief 
(Abercromby), who is gone to the upper stations, all may be settled 
without any "bad consequence. . . . 

God send that the additional calamity of losing Bengal may not 
fall upon us. Yours ever, most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-Genkral Ross. 

Hear Ross, Whitehall, June 4, 1796. 

I have just received another letter from Robinson dated four 
days later, giving an account of a complete triumph of the moderate 
party at a meeting at Cawnpore, by which all further meetings and 
appointments of delegates are put an end to. This second letter is 
written in much better spirits. Yours sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Sir J. Shore. 

Dear Sir, WOiitehall, June 10, 1796. 

I beg ' leave to introduce to you Colonel Wesley,® who is 
Lieutenant-Colonel of my regiment. He is a sensible man and a 
good officer, and will, I have no doubt, conduct himself in a manner 
to merit yom- approbation. j 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Loro Hobart. 

My dear Lord, Warley Camp, June 26, 1796. 

I have so long deferred answering tlie letters which I have 
received from you on the subject of the measures which have been 
adopted since the death of the Nabob Walaw Jah, in the hopes of 
having an opportunity of talking the matter fully over with Mr. 

^ Major William afterwards a .John ForLcs, d. Oct. 6, 180R. 

Lieut.-(:,..neral, d. Kcb. 20, IS21. The Duke of Wellinglon. 

® Lieut.-Colonel, afterwards Major-General, 

VOL. II. 
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Duiidas, wRicli woiilcl have rendered wliat I could say more satisfac- 
tory to you. 

'But the business of Parliament, the conduct of this difficult and 
disastrous war, and lastly the dissolution of Parliament, have so 
totally engrossed his time, that I have never had more than two or 
three minutes’ conversation with him on Indian affairs, which was 
always suddenly broken up by some miexpected intormption. mid 
the further exidanation ad-joumed to some future ivaiod, w hich 
not yet occiUTed ; I can now therefore only speak for myself, and to 
past transactions which cannot be of much avail, and which I had 
rather let alone, if I was not apprehensive that my silence might 
offend you more than anything wHch my great esteem for your 
cliaracter, and my approbation of yom* general conduct in India, 
cdifid ]i(.sd1'ly pemiit me to say. 

TIu: iblly and weakness (to say no more) of Omdat, the viUany 
of liis counsellors, the ruinous and most inhuman management of 
the Carnatic and Tanjore country, are evils which have been long 
since known to me, even to the most minute detail of them, and to 
which it was the most earnest wish of my heart to apply an efficient 
remedy. It may at first sight appear to betray a want of feeling to 
talk coolly of a distant remedy, wliilst the vuetched inhabitants are 
actually suffering; but if the voice of humanity alone is to be 
heard, and the policy of the measure, and the effect of it on the 
other Princes and Pouiu's of the East is to be entirely put out of 
the question, why not take the Province of Oude ? The Nabob’s 
Government of the Carnatic, with all its vices and horrors, is at least 
as good as that of the Yizier. When the Nizam deputed Meer 
Alliim to Calcutta, he mentioned in his letter that he had never 
before sent a Takeel to Bengal, but that he was now induced to do 
it by our honourable treatment of the Nabob Yizier. 

To have waited patiently till the Nabob of Arcot forfeited the 
management of his country by the failure of his payments, wliich 
would not l-avo happoimd iiritil tlio country was utterly exhausted 
jf ;'! I'li'hi.'d, v.oul'.L hiivc b.:..ui a 7iio4 melancholy and shocking con- 
sideration, but perhaps if the first strong hue to be taken on his 
accession, had been to press him to keep his promise of going to 
hve at Arcot, other points might at that distance from the seat of 
corruption have been more easily carried, and I am sure you will 
forgive mo for saying that I think it would have been more pru- 
dent not to have attempted anything further, unless you had fii-st 
secured the support of the Bengal Government. 

I now, my dear Loi-d, as you in some measure called upon me 
to do, have laid my sentiinonts fairly and lionostly before you, but 
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I have given them nowhere else either as a public man, or in 
private conversation, and I am by no means sure, if I had been 
on the spot at the time that I might not have seen cause to alter 
them. 

The coolness swhicli has unfortunately taken place between Sir 
John Shore and yourself gives me the greatest concern ; as I 
cannot accommodate matters, and am not officially called upon to 
interfere, I wisli to decline entering on the subject. I know not 
whether Mr. Dundas has taJken any, or what steps he may mean 
to take, but I think I may safely aifom that you may rely upon 
his friendship and justice. 

Notliing can in my opinion be more gloomj than the prospect 
of things here, w’e have neither army, nor specie, and can barely 
say that we have an Ally; wliilst the plunder of Italy will furnish 
the enemy with the means of carrying on the war. 

I am with the most sincere good wishes for your health and 
prosperity, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwali.is to Loro Hobart. 

[Private.] 

My DE.\R Lord, Warley Camp, Aug. 1, 1796. 

Since I had last the honour of writing to your Lordship, I 
received your letter, in which you declare your intention of returning 
to England in January next, if you find that Sir John is to contmue 
for another year Governor-General, and you intimate that you shall 
not think yourself well treated by Mr. Dundas. 

It is a delicate pomt for me to give an opinion where your 
personal feelings are concerned, but as you have put it a little 
strongly to me and seem to expect my concurrence, I think it my 
duty, &om my personal esteem for your Lordship and my earnest 
concern for the public welfare, not to be perfectly silent. 

It really then appears to me that in forming your resolution 
you have fuUy considered aU the disagreeable chciimstances of your 
own situation, without paying the smallest attention to the difficul- 
ties under which you wished to place Mr. Dundas. 

I know not what answer he means to make to you, or what step 
he intends to take, but I am very certain that in his place I should 
feel exceedingly embarrassed. He must oitber abniplly fiufl, 
(•o:!S';'-(ji;( !iil\ disiri-iiccfiilly, recal a man ffiom a sifiiiiiii vbicii be 
iiji- iiimsclf !‘<,'!\-(;d upon bim, and whose condnci in lii,^ Govoniiiieui: 
has undoubtedly, on this side of the globe at least, appeared more 
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deserving of praise tlian of censure, only because be wishes to put 
another, and in his opinion, a better man in liis room, and to justify 
this step he can only plead a predilection, but cannot excuse 
himself by having given any positive engagement ; or he must 
entirely lose the services of another man to whom he has confi- 
dently looked forward for an able, upright, and permanent direction 
of the British affairs in India. 

If you would consider the situation of all parties dispassionately, 
and reflect how much your own honour and character, and the 
essential interests of your country are concerned in your retaining 
your station, and if you would examine without passion or preju- 
dice the acts of Sir John Shore, who to my knowledge has many 
amiable qualities and virtues, I am much mistaken in your dis- 
position and goodness of heart, if you was to hesitate a moment 
in forming your decision. 

I may perhaps have wiitten to you too freely, but I have given 
you the sentiments of a real friend, and I assure you upon my 
honour, that I have done it without communication with Mr. 
Dundas or any other person in tliis country. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

His Higiinuss the Nabob of the Carnatic to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

I have just sent by Mr. Porcher seven horses, two of which 
he will deliver to Mr. Pitt and Mr. tlundas. The other five I 
beg your Lordship wiU have the goodness to present with my 
humble respects, tlmee to His Majesty, and two to the Prince of 
Wales. 

Eight Hon. Henry Dundas to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

My dear Lord, WimUedon, Aug. 19, 1796. 

. . , As to the Habob’s horses, I am really as much 
embarrassed as your Lordship, what it is right to do. The sending 
the presents is perfectly absurd, and none of us can wish to receive 
them, but the delicacy I feel about it is how far we can decline 
them, without indirectly throwing a blame in a quarter where, 
as yr’i T {].:! k {< .|y they may be accepted.^ I shall 

see 'll-. I*i'. : 1- i:.y. •! the subject to him. 

The news from Italy are very bad indeed.^ You ask me how 

I Mantua was immediately in- 

- 1 hi' Lalfle of C■.^':tiglio:lo was fought vested. 
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it is t() end? I answer — by a universal peace on tbe Continent, 
and ns at war mth France and Spain, and an attempt to invade 
Groat Britain and Ireland. You say you must liave peace, I ask 
— liow arc you to get it. Yom’s very sincerely, 

Henry Dundas. 


Sir Robert Abergromby to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 179(5-3 

My Lord, Calcutta, March 10, 1796. 

. . . Your Lt)rdslu[) will have heard tliat there is a good 
d(^ul of dLssatisfaction among the officers of the Bengal army, and 
tiuit they have appointed some of their number agents to repre- 
sent them in England The slowness of promotion is their principal 
grievance. 

They have, vdthoiit a shadow of reason, taken the alarm at 
the rpicnies * wliich your Lordship wisely put (confidentially) to the 
best informed uilicers of the army ; one of whom has sham<3fuLly 
betrayed the trust reposed m him and has published the queries : 
who he is I know not. But surely the queries would not give 
any just cause of alarm ; for good and not evil is intended by 
tliem. The most sensible part of the army think so, and ivait the 
result with patience, being convinced that the plan will be well di- 
gested and calculated so as to give satisfaction to aU reasonable men. 

The Malabar Commissioners have finished their report, and their 
conduct has been higlily approved of by Government. 

;Mr, Duncan returned a few days ago to Benares, quite happy at 
having got such a load well off his shoulders. 

I shall now and then trouble your Lordship with a letter, being 
ever, with the warmest attachment, &c., 

Egbert Abergromby. 


G. A. Robinson, Esq., to the Marquis Cornwallis. 


[Received Aug. 1790.] 

My Lord, Caicuttii, April 7, 1796, 

Several sliips have sailed from hence since I last wrote to 


you, but as I forivarded to you 

* These were nin-iii-.s ...iiJiiMi.'teil by Lord 
Cornwallis to lliirteiii or tin- most distin- 
guished oflicers in India (almost all m the 
Company’s service), whose opinions he re- 
fpiesti-d on the points af'terwai'<ls discussed in 
his report of Nov. 7, 1794. Among tbe.se 
oificers were Sir .John Brathwaitc, Colonel 


by the Prince William Henry, a 

Binice, Colonel Hartley, CoIoiieJ Collins, and 
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letter from Scott, wliose information no donbt would be full, and to 
whose opinions I am willing to allovv more weight than to my own, 
the omission is of less consequence. Perhaps if I were to look for 
other motives for my silence, I should find them in part, in a dis- 
satisfaction with the general measures pursued here — ^for when I 
look to the course the contest between Government and the army 
has taken, I see on one side the most daring avowals of mutinous 
combinations, not only made but defended; a Government re- 
quired to assume to itself the power of new regulating the army, 
while a superior authority is known to be occupied on the very 
sulfject, and, in some mstances, a period even named when it is 
expected this power shall be assumed ; and, on the other side, I 
have seen the Government setting out with a positive declaration 
that tliey sliould not be justified in making new regulations, and 
this hardly had time to circulate tlu’ough the army before that 
piinciple is abandoned, before their other demands and declara- 
tions are answered by an unqualified promise of oblivion of all 
past irreguL-,- ■ ■ I;- '' ''' '• r.i wliicb comprised a plan for tbe 

siil)version '■ 1 .•■/da pledge and promise given to 

.‘r.;n]'>iy ^Y^tb. the demands of men wlio had threatened to extort 
ilifir '■fiiiiplijiiice. In short the only point of conce.ssion in which 
Government has not been committed, is with respect to the time 
when the new arrangeJnent is to be undertaken, and that I believe 
they are on the eve of fixing at no very distant date ; thus you will 
find that unless the expected arrangements shall arrive imme- 
diately they will come to no purpose, for it is hardly to ho oxiiocted 
that a Government, whose weakness hasbeen so evideiu, wiil ciilK.-r 
attempt, or succeed in enforcing them, when they do so apparently 
in preference to those which will in all hlcelihood be so much more 
acceptable to the army in general. 

I am, &c., 

G. A. Eobinson. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Gear EoSS, Friday morning, Oct. 28, 1796. 

You see that the Spaniards have declared war, the Nea- 
politans made peace,’ and that Moreau has effected his retreat 
in a manner that would have done honour to the greatest 
General that ever lived.^ Several of onr friends, besides Lord L., 

* Spain declared war Oct, 5, and a peace 3 The retreat of Moreau through the Hel- 
between Naples and France was sign^ at lenthal. Jean Victor Moreau, son of an 
Paris, Oct. 10. avoc.atat Morlaix, b. 1763, d. Sept. 2, 1813, 
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agreed on Wednesday night that this retreat was absolutely 
impossible. 

All accounts from France seem to consider the intention of in- 
vading the country as absolutely certain, but our intelligence 
respecting the local preparations ,is mifortunately exceedingly 
vague. 

I have not decided on the mode of defeating most effectually 
tlie nonsensical requests of Sir W. P., for nonsense, especially in 
military matters, is too powerful to be despised. I have thought of 
sending a Committee of Engineers, and have desired Twiss' to make 
some observations on what Sir W. proposes, from which I could 
frame such instructions for the committee as might drive them to 
make an explicit statement of the absurdity of the business, and 
the expense with which it would be attended. Brome is doing 
w'oll, but it will be some time before he can recover his strength 
and former healtii. I attribute the foundation of his illness to a 
fjolish ride wliich he and Singleton took on last Sunday fortnight, 
from the Bald Stag on Epping Forest to Cavenham (60 miles), on 
one of the w’orst and wettest days that I remember. 

Most sincerely yours, 

Cornwallis. 

I settled eveiything witli the Duke of Y. in the most satis- 
factory manner, and in talking of the disposition of the Generals, 
he mentioned you as precluded from your situation in the Ordnance 
from taking a part of the winter duty. 


Makquis Counwallis to Major-Genehal Ross. 

Dear Ross, Whitehall, nov. i, iyos. 

Advices liave been received from Calais that the troops and 
gun-boats in readiness at and near Dunkirk, are intended to make 
a descent on the coast of Essex at Filhngham Marshes, near 
Bradw'el, Mersey Island, and St. Osyth Bay. 

At all events the public declaration- of the intention to invade 
this comifry, and the preparations for caiTying it into execution, 
make it necessary for us to be serious on our part. I propose 
going to Colcliester on Thursday next, and I think it will be 
better that you should return to town. The business of the nogo- 


of woiraiis received at the battle of Dresden, conferred the rank of Mai-echale. 

x\ug. 2ii preceding; ni. 1801, Mile. Ilulot, * Colonel, afterwards General, William 

on whom Louis XVlll., after the restoration, Twiss, R.E., b. 1745, d. March 14, 1827. 
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tiation ^ lias gone on as ■well as I expected, altlioiigli I confess, I 
am not yet sanguine on that score. 

Dnndas has been wery ill, I ha-ve not yet seen him. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

David Scott, Esq, to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

My Lord, London, Nov. 7, 1796. 

I take the liberty of enclosing to your Lordship the sub- 
stance of the proposed Charters of Justice for Madras and Bombay, 
and have to beg as a particular favour that you will be so kind as 
to oblige me with yom* remarks upon it, which shall of course be 
private if you so desire it. I wish to bring it before the Comf 
on Thursday, and therefore if yoin LordsMp could give me an 
audience before that day, or your remarks, it would be very con- 
venient. X have the honour, &c., 

D, Scott. 


Marquis Cornwallis to David Scott, Esq. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, whitehaii, nov. 9 , 1790 , 

The severe ilhiess of my son has prevented my giving all 
the attention I could have wished, to the paper which you trans- 
mitted to me, I have, however, made’® some remarks upon the 
points which appeared to me to be most essential, and I have 
dwelt upon the circumstance of the natives not being by any means 
made amenable to the King’s Courts, in order to strengthen your 
hands, in case you should find it at any time expedient to try a 
question which is of so much importance to the security and hap- 
piness of our Asiatic possessions. 

I wish much to piTvcnt !!|i[:(‘:ds fi-'im the Court of Requests to 
the Supreme Court, wldcli Wi.nild op(:ii a noble door of plunder for 
the attoruies, and to my knowledge, the continuation of the same 
deputy sheriff from year -to year, and the pajmient of money to the 
attomies for permission to practise in their names, have been 
attended with great abuse. X am &c 

CORN-WALLIS. 


Lord Malmesbury had been sent to Paris to negociate peace. He sailed for Calais Oct. 18. 
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Native Coin'ts to be appointed by tbe respective Governments on 
tlie model of those in Bengal. 

Granting Letters of Marque. Whether the power ought not to be 
confined to the Governor-General. 

Bespecting the jurisdiction of the Court. 

From having been a witness of the very great abuses and cruel 
oppressions to which the natives of India have been subjected, 
by their having been made amenable to laws which they do not 
understand, and which are administered in a language of which 
they are ignorant, I must ever give my decided opinion, that 
no native should be rendered amenable to the King’s Courts of 
Justice either with or without their own consent. 

Tliere can be no o])jection to such witnesses being comiDelled to 
attend the King’s Courts, as would be liable (consistent with the 
religion and customs of the natives) to be obliged to attend the 
native Comts. N.B. Women in certain stations of life ought 
not to be called upon to quit their own apartments. 

The Courts of Bi 'iUfst :it the different Presidencies should bo con- 
stituted i'V ri-sjM-cnv(? Governments, and no suit from thence 
should be removeable to the King’s Courts. N.B. I consider this 
as a most material point. 

I cannot help most earnestly recommending that you should 
take the opportunity of this application to Parliament, to propose 
that the 41 st Article of the Judicial Beguhitions of Benge 1 of 1793, 
should be part of this Act. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Dwconfcent of the Officers of the Bengal Army —Dislike .of Lord Cornwallis’s plan 
of amalgamation — Objects and proceedings of the Discontented — ■ Alarm of 
the Indian Government — Delay in the news reaching England — The New 
Eegulations — ■ Lord Cornwallis sworn in as Governor General — Concessions 
to the Bengal Officers — They return to their duty — Lord Cmnwallis resigns 
his appointment — Bad effect of the concessions. 

In several preceding letters, aUusiou has been made to the dis- 
content existing among the officers of the Bengal army. The plan 
suggested by Lord Cornwallis for arnnlgamating all the European 
troops in India,' had not met wit!i either from the 

Court of Directors or the Company’s officers. The latter held 
uieetings, named Delegates to confer with the G-overnment, and 
urged their pretensions with great pertinacity and much intem- 
perance. But it was not till the close of 1.71)5, that the frill extent 
of their machinations became known to Sir John Shore. A meeting 
of the Supreme Council was suddenly called on Christmas-day, and 
the Governor-General laid before them most important informa- 
tion, which had reached him, and the Conamander-in-Chief, that 
day, and the day before.® It was a communication fi:om an officer, 
whose name, though known to them, they would not mention in 
the Minutes, nor is it given in Sir John Shore’s despatches to the 
Secret Committee. He detailed the steps taken % the discon- 
tented officers, and disclosed the names of those most deej)ly in- 
volved. It appeared that the officers had formed the Delegates into 
an Executive Board, for the inviolability of whose persons the whole 
army became responsible, and whose pecuniary losses, if any, were 
to be made good by a general subscription. Tliis Executive Board 
was authorised to treat in the name of the whole army with the 
Government, and not only were their own proceedings not to be 
divulged, but every officer wdio attended any meeting for the elec- 
tion of Delegates, or for the transaction of any other business, wms 
bound to profound secrecy. One determination the Board how- 
ever avowed — that if the new Regulations did not sj)eedily arrive 
from Europe, they were resolved to judge for themselves, and en- 
force their own decision at any hazard. 

' See Api)endix. 1795-6, from Calcutta to the Secret Com- 

2 All these details are in the despatches, mittee. 
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Tlio principal points upon wMcli the Executive Board insisted 
were : — 

1st. Tliat tlie Company’s regiments should not be reduced in 
number, by consolidating two or three battalions into one regiment. 

2nd. That the King’s troops in India should, by law, be fixed 
at a small number. 

3rd. That all promotions should go by seniority, and that no 
General officer should be selected for a command. 

4th. That no King’s Generals should have .staff n]'>pnintm outs. 

5th. That no distinction should be snjidt; Ix-iwcc.i: llie Ihiinpinii 
and native corps in the Company’s service, as regarded employ- 
jnent, pay, or emoluments. 

6th. That all allowances, at any time granted, including double 
batta, should be continued. 

7tli. That a brevet, retrospective to 1783, should be issued. 

Alarmed at this state of affairs, it was settled that Sir Bobert 
.M ■■r.-:’.; | 1 {■ • r rr-.G'..- :i I'-yvh.fc 

! !■ ; !■■ ■ ‘ . A-- ••••••!' ■•.•i;. ■ ’ll' I; ■■ ly 

a day’s delay to Cawnjiore, and to other of the large cantonments, 
where Ms unexpected presence produced some im 2 }ression, but did 
not put an end to the conspiracy. So great were the ajijDrehensions 
of the Government, that Sh John Shore requested General Craig at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and Lord Hobart at Madras, to hold 
troops in readiness to send to Bengal, and he called upon Sir 
George Elphinstone ^ (Lord Keith), to bring, if required, his whole 
squadron to Calcutta. He even accepted from M. de Boigne,^ who 
was in the service of Sindia, an offer of cavalry commanded by 
European officers. 

A gi\;ii( Icimih (if iiiiu; ohiji.'tC;'.! before the knowledge of these 
events rviiihcvi Ihighiud, simi wiiii them came the intelligence that 
the exertions of the Moderates, as the loyal officers were called, 
had checked, though not stemmed, the torrent of sedition. Hopes 
were also entertained that the new Kegulations, aheady sent out, 

1 IIo' O ^ r 1 • < I M’ . place; tv. \.-r !'• 7 t "■'t p T . . 

son ol L 1 1 ' .1 < I * '.( ' . dau. of ( 1 ■ - . . ' ■ ( 1 . 

Lord K- . :: ii i-. ;:-:. I M:-..-.-. and widow :i.-- i . .1 A j.-..:. so ■ 

Liif.lml Dec I'i, IbUl, xnd Vistount Keith ^ . 1 . . 

S C' .i.s" i i js'.;. ized a well-discipliiied army (with msiny 

J;.' . 5 . 1 ! KiiVopiilll Ollitcrs) oi ■' i c. .I'.' ■■■■.1 ,.s ! 

Thrale, Esq., of htreathain. M.P. for the riin) ciiiiis, but. was i.’ a;: '. ■■■ : 

■ ' . 7'‘ I June English interest. He returned home with 

' . . ■ . from a very large fortune early in this century, 

(''tp . r P;--. and settled near his native town, at Villa 

" • ■ ;i;vi uc >. ■ 7-' 1 , Bnisson, where the Editor once dined witli 

at ( ' I v. ■„ .1 ... ■ him. 
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would prove satisfactory, and tire liome Government therefore 
delayed taking any active steps. These regulations fixed the 
Em’opean regiments in Bengal at three, with 5 field officers, 
8 captains, 29 subalterns, and 950 rank and file in each, besides 
3 battalions of artillery. The native regiments were to be conso- 
lidated into 12, J 800 strong each, with one subaltern more per regi- 
ment than in the European regiments ; and there were also to be, 
for the first time, 4 regiments of native cavalry. Ten colonels were 
to be made major-generals : half batta in all cases, whole batta in 
some, was to be given, but all bazaar allowances to be done away 
with. Some new advantages as to fuilough were granted. These 
orders, which did not reach Calcutta till nearly the close of 1796, 
though in some respects they gratified the officers, did not meet 
with approbation from the Indian Government. On the contrary, 
in a minute dated December 1, 1796, the Governor-General in 
Council states, that tliey do not consider them ‘‘ founded on solid 
principles, or framed vuth any knowledge of the country.” As an 
instance of the delay in the transmission of despatches, it may be 
mentioned that this minute was not received in England till De- 
cember 15, 1797. 

^Meantime Sir John Shore had found Ins difficulties increase. 
Early in 1796, a Brevet which had been made in England reached 
Calcutta, vitli directions to put it in Orders. By this several King’s 
officers would have been promoted over the heads of Company’s 
officers of older standing, and so afraid was the Bengal Govern- 
ment of doing anything which might offend the officers, that they 
protested, January 19, against this Brevet being made public, and 
Sir II. Ahercroniby agreed to suppress it. On Eebruary 1, the 
Governor-General wrote to say, that if the Eegulations did not 
ai-rive soon, he must frame some himself. Some portion of these 
despatches reached England overland, August 13, but the whole 
did not arrive till December 5. Five days later, another letter, 
dated June SO, came to hand. In it Sir J. Shore said that the 
pressure upon him was so great, that he must, partially at least, 
give way, and in a minute (which he had made pubHc), forwarded 
by the same ship, he expressed a hope that the General Orders 
then lately issued would be acceptable to the officers. The Eng- 
lish Government upon the receipt of this intelligence, were greatly 
alarmed both at what the Bengal officers had done, and at what 
the Bengal Government seemed inclined to do. They (;oncei\'ed 
that Sir John Shore had not sliown sufficient firmness and decision, 
and they detemined to replace him by I.ord Cornwalhs, who was 
swoi'ji into officio on the 1st of February. But for the reasons 
assigned in his ](?tter.s his departure uas postponed. 
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The Board of Control and the Com-t of Directors were in the 
mean time discussing tlie matter with a committee of Bengal officers 
sitting in London, and though they did not accede to all the de- 
mands made, they, contrary to the opinion of Lord Cornwallis, 
made such concessions,^, that he considered it unnecessary to 
proceed on his voyage, and accordingly resigned his appointment 
on the 2nd of August, 1797. 

These concessions were so far successful, that the officers of the 
Bengal army returned to their duty, hut there can be no doubt that 
the encomagement thus given to mutinous proceedings was the 
primary cause of the Madras disturbances in 1809. 


Right Hoh. Henry Dundas to the Marquis Cornwallis. 


[Private.] 

My dear Lord, Somerset House, Jan. 19, 1797. 

Our meeting with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman at 
Mr. Pitt’s I have fixed for to-morrow at 12 o’clock. I hope you 
have attentively considered Sir R. Minute upon the 

arrangements, in order to decide :■ -ri, is any substantial 
objection, such as he states, to any part of it. As I am totally 
adverse to any concessions, or any other than a decided line of 
conduct, it is necessary to be satisfied that there is nothing 
objectionable, for when one is to be firm we must be so on solid 
grounds. Indeed, my dear Lord, for want of proper instruments to 
conduct the government of India during the next twelve months, 
it is impossible not to be very uneasy upon the whole subject ; and 
yet with a firm, and at the same time a conciliatory, man at the 
different settlements, all the difficulties that exist ivould vanish in 
a moment. If the army arrangement was carried into execution 
in Bengal, and something done to prevent matters getting into a 
wrong train at Oude, all would be well there, and if the unfor- 
tunate ■ • ’ ! C- ■. '■ ■■ .• C..-, . mments have got into respecting 
the Mai- =■ .\“ ■<[ i ■ I of Tanjore,® was arranged upon 

an eqL:..:'h I i-. . ■lonciliatory manner, and if the 

judicial and land-revenue system of Bengal were put into the 
proper train at Madras, I could then look to the future state of 


1 One of tlie mo.st prominent among those 
officers was soon after appointed to a very 
confidential post in tlie India House, 

* The Government of Oude was in a most 
disorganised state. Asoph ul Doulah was 
totally incapable of ruling, and no decisive 
measures were taken to rectify the existing 
evils. TIji; dispute hidwcen the Guvemments 
of Gaicidta and .Madr;’.' ahoul ihc Nabob of 


the Carnatic has already been mentioned. 
T.. y.-.'i 1 •, s. i, r line with 

i”-. i:. j;.:; ; by threats 

coimtiy. In this iuf ■.■.s 

I 
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India mtli comfort and confidence ; but at present I reaUy see not 
the means of putting in motion, far less of concluding, these great 
arrangements. Allow me to say to your Lordsliij), that if you 
could bring yourself to forego the comforts of home for one year 
more of your life, and to spend three months at Bengal and as 
much at Madras, you would do the greatest service to your comitry 
that ever any man had it in his power to do. I can assure yom 
Lordship I would not have allowed myself to have ever enter- 
tained any wish of breaking in upon your well-earned repose, if I 
could have foimd a remedy in any personal exertion of my own. 
I have endeavoured to satisfy Mr. Pitt and Lord Spencer (the only 
two Ministers I have talked to on the subject) that there is no 
solid objection to my going ; that any service I may be supposed 
capable of doing at home is of real insignificance compared with 
what I might have it in my i^owor to accom]i1i=h at tliis critical 
moment in India. I cenaiidy h.ive ii'U Inu n iiiccessful in those 
endeavours, and if they remain in that opinion, I have no right to 
form any decision upon a subject where either my anxiety or my 
ambition may be disposed to mislead me. I therefore can only 
entreat your Lordship either to alter their ojunions, or to convince 
yourself that the real interests of your country caU for another 
year’s exertion from yourself. Take out your successors with you, 
teach them the road they should pursue, and, having done that 
duty, and settled all India by your presence and authority, you 
may return, after six months, in the same ship of war that would 
carry you out. And you will have the satisfaction of reflecting 
(and of transmitting the sentiment to yom* posterity) that you 
have twice been the instrument in the hands of Providence to save 
to the British Empire in India that stake, in which no rational man 
can doubt that its permanent prosperity and stability do, above all 
'Others, truly rest. j &o., 

Heney Dundas. 

Marquis Corwallis to the Right Hox. Henry Dunbas. 

[Private.] 

DeAE Sir, Whitehall, Jan. 19, 1797. 

I shall say nothing on the subject of the military arrange- 
ments till our meeting takes place, wliicli will I suppose be 
deferred, as a Cabinet is summoned for to-morrow at half an hour 
past tdev'ftu. 

1 think on every account that you would succeed better than 
myself, especially as great pains have* been taken, from the moment 
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of my leaving India, to impress on the minds of the Bengal officers 
that my sentiments were- not" favourahle towards them, and that I 
wjis partial to the King’s troops. 

If however you cannot go yourself, which I shall think very 
unfortunate for our Indian .possessions, and if you and Mr. Pitt 
should be of opinion, that % once more doubling the Cape of 
Good Hope, I can render essential service to my country, I shall 
not depart from the line of conduct wliich I have invariably pur- 
sued through life, of sacrificing all private considerations of comfort 
and happiness to the service of the public. j 

Cornwallis. 

Rionr Hk.ntry Dundas to the Marquis Cornwallis, 

[Private.] 

My LEAR Lord, Somer.set Place, .Itm. 20, 1797. 

I have this instant received your Lordship’s answer to my 
letter of yesterday. In an age when so few are disposed to con- 
sifler anyfliing but their own accommodation and self-interest, it is 
iiiipossiliJe for me to postpone a moment to express the heartfelt 
satisfaction your letter gives to me. It relieves me from an oppres- 
sion of mind which has hung upon me for some time past beyond 
what I can express to you. The particular difficulty you mention, 
I do not feel ; I am positive that, and every other, will instanta- 
neously die away the moment your name is announced. Allow 
me again to assure your Lordship that I did not address you on 
this subject witliout great reluctance, and if Mr. Pitt can s till be 
persuaded to feel that he greatly overrates the necessity of my 
remaining at home, I will with infinite pleasure come forward to 
relieve your Lordsliij) from the nece.ssity of executing the task 
which, with so much benefit to the public, and infinite honour to 
yourself, you are otherwise ready to undertake. 

Believe me, &c., 

Henry Dundas. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Ross, wiutehaii, jan, 21, 1797. 

The die is cast, and I am to go to India : how sorry I feel 
that yom* domestic circumstances put it out of my power to ask 
you to accompany me 1 Tours in the greatest haste, 

Most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 
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Sir Robert Abercromby to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Received Jan. 1797,] 

My Lord Calcutta, July 5, 1796, 

I have been obliged, contrary to my intention, to remain 
another year in this country. The state of the Bengal army has 
been so critical that I could not, consistently with my duty, quit 
my post without being relieved. The Eegulations, with some mo- 
difications thought advisable, have been earned into effect ; and 
the minds of the officers appear to have been quieted. But a 
transfer of the whole army to the King’s service is the only measm’e 
that can radically cure the evil. To this, I believe, the Company’s 
officers would now have no objection ; for they loudly blame their 
masters, whom they accuse of coldness and indifference to their 
interests. I have recommended to Mr. Dundas that the Company’s 
European regiments should be immediately taken into His Majesty’s 
service, as a prejiaratory step to the general transfer. 

I am, &c., 

Eobt. Abercromby. 

# 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss, Whitehall, Jan, 24, 1797. 

By your letter of yesterday’s date, which I received this 
morning, it does not appear that the letter which I wrote to you on 
Saturday night has ever reached you. 

You will know however by the letter which I sent last night, 
that my evil stars have destined that I should again double the 
Cape of Good Hope. Would to God you could be of the party ; 
but Mrs. Eoss, your ranlv in the army, and your official situation, 
all oppose insuperable baniers. Colonel Duncan^ goes out with 
me, and I have vTitten to Kennaway to propose that he should be 
of the | .. t ;. . \ delicate health makes him (and I think 

very , I- ■ i i:. I feel that I shall be called a fool by all 

the selfish pan of mankind, but the dictates of my own mind tell 
me that I am acting an honourable and a grateful part. 

There is no Cabinet dinner to-morrow, but I shall probably see 
both the Duke of Portland and Lord Grenville at St. James’s, 
where I must stay some hours to carry in returns and commissions. 

You are to understand, if you have not received my former 
letter, that I retain my situation in the Ordnance. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis, 

> T.ieut.-Col. William Duncan, b. 1747, d. _Maroli 4, 1830. 
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Georoe Abercrombie Robison, Esq., to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Received Feb. 1797.] 

My Lord, Calcutta, Sept. 3, 1796. 

Since my last letters to you I RaYe had the satisfaction to 
receive two letters h*om your Lordship, and feel much gratified by 
these proofs of your remembrance and regard. My last closed, I 
believe, with the intelligence of the heads of the intended Military 
D' -gidatinn;; hnving been received from the Committee in England, 
aricr an overland despatch brought an official copy of 
them to G-overnment. Although the propositions originally given 
in by you might seem to be the basis of them, it was obvious to 
every military man that the superstructure, which others had 
raised upon it, had no connexion with your plan. In short it 
proved to be an u^uligested code, worthy of its parents, 

and such as ' • expected from the joint efforts of 

Sir. Dundas, tlio Committee of Officers, and the Court of Directors, 
all of whom appear to have had different objects, and neither of 
them imderstauding the subject. The Directors, jealous of their 
own patronage, but ready to grant rank, provided they could get it 
accepted without the pay usually attached to it. The Officers 
driving to extort rank with the pay annexed, and Mr. Dundas 
trimming between the two pnrtie.«. 

The promulgation of tlio K(!gtilations no sooner took place in 
Bengal, than remonstrances poured in from every station. Of the 
style, as * well as of the grounds of them, you will be able to judge 
from the enclosed specimen, which I assure you, compared with 
one from Dinajiore, is a pattern of moderation and submission, 
and the upshot of the business has been exactly of a piece with 
the Aveakness which the Government has shovni throughout. In 
short they have surrendered everything up to a fiictious army, and 
by the mode in wffiich the arrangements have been carried into 
effect here, I see no feature of the Bcgulntion® preserved, except as 
to the number and strength uf i-ie co!-j.'.s -xCiicli 1 Bin ciV.iifl ^\iil be 
found ton unwieldy for servic-.*, :u:d iir-;- cin-miul} of an incon- 
venient establishment for the ordinary duties of detachment in 
Bengal, unless the battalions are again divided. The arrears of 
batta, of brevet rank, Avhich came, I believe, as unthought of by 
the Officers, as they will be matters of surprise to the Court of 
Directors, proved a sop of such powerfril influence, and so extensive 
in its operations, that the ferment in all ranks fr’om the Captains 
iijiwnrd.s .-erin,'.] rd' at once to subside, and this being followed up 
bv ill. ' i.-xtra :;! Iowa 'll *. to the Colonels, superior batta to Com- 
YOL. TI. Y 
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manding Officers, fall pay and allowances to tlie second Lieutenant- 
Colonels and Majors, batta to be drawn according to brevet for 
all ranks, and a determination to suspend tbe operation of regi- 
mental rank, with many other deviations too tedious to mention, 
the (bscontent wliicli before prevailed seems generally dispelled, 
an'l T r|iK-stion wh''-tbor Rir Bobert Abercromby will not believe lie 
Iiiis i-cM.«.!'<-d ;!:'.d subordination to this army, though in 

ii!\ he liiis ojily.ai the expense of seven lacs of rupees paid 

in arrears of batta, and a permanent annual increase of six or 
seven lacs additional allowances, jiurchased a temporary submission, 
which, from the encom*agement and success a conduct approaching 
to mutiny has now met with, uill break out again into tlu’eatening 
and dangerous combinations in this or the other armies. . . . 

That your Lordship may judge of the correspondence between 
tlie Regulations as sent out, and as carried into effect, I shall enclose 
a copy of all the resolutions of Government that have yet passed on 
them. I shall ever regret, that one resolution did not take the 
place of the whole of ■''' • -'ly. the Regulations literally 

into effect, referring to Government at home 

such alterations as they appeared to require, but showing in the 
first instance to the army, what they appear to have forgot, that 
their superiors were to regulate, while they were to obey. 

I am, &c., 

G. A. Robinson. 

His Highness the Nabob Omdat ul Omeah, of the Carnatic, to 
THE Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Iieceive.1 Feb. 1797.] 

Chephanck House, Feb, 26, 1796. 

My most noble and worthy Friend, 

Mr, HaU, wbo is perfrctly ncquriintcrl vnfh my nffairs, now 
proceeds to England, and I rm.-r \w’l! anric ih-.Tc in Nii- iy. I have 
charged him ivith copies of all my correspondence, which contain a 
circumstantial detail of occurrences, and which he wiU have the 
honour of laying before your Lordship, and at the same time of 
reproscutiug the pnrticulrir- more fully in person. 

uii<.-ii'in>-is, v(:-XiiTi(,ii. iind troubles wliieh I have suffered 
from the unprovoked iiiid mijsi.si- enmity of Lord Hobart, have been 
such iliiit uoiliiug ilnu'i tin; Divine favour could hnve srqiportcd 
me umier iiiern ; Sir John iSlu.-rc has manifested towards me the 
i -j... .■.•'ijjy and candour which I experienced from 
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your Lordship, and lie lias continued to do justice to me in all my 
lawful affiiirs. In the -o' Tj’ . yr .« d ' 

I have made you I- L< -L.'- ■■■:■!:: :■» 

flo so, but the disihcli- ;:U : ■ = I. ■■ i!. I.-:-: ■■■ -■ ■■ t 

prcsfmt moment unabated. I trust howerer in your Lordship’s 
kindness for my seciuity against every evil, and for the daily in- 
creiise of my hajipiness and prosj^erity. The present situation of 
affiiirs gives me much reason for uneasiness and alarm, but by the 
blessing of God, I trust in the constant protection of the King of 
Great IJritain, in the generous and humane disposition of the Prince 
of Wales, and in your Lordship’s friendship, for my security and 
safety. I therefore beg leave to rec[ue=l yiiir r.cobiiiifs inler- 
cession with His most gracious Majesty and v. itli I! Is iinb(:er.> !Mr. 

Pitt and Mr. Dimdas, that orders may he i''.'ii<'d l isiii; ihe ( .■oni]);iny’s 
representatives sludl not on any account whatever interfere in my 
hereditary Governmont and dominions. 

]\Iay your Lordship’s days he long and happy ! 

Wdiat can I say more ? 

Minute of Council, Fer. 26, 1797. 

I’rescnt : — 

Lord CnANCELLOB. MxVrquis Cornwallis. Lord Grenville. 

Lord J’resident. Earl Si’knceb. The Chancellor of 

Duke of Portland. Earl of Liverpool. the Exchequer. 

Upon the representation of the Chancellor of the Excheq^uer, 
stating that from the result of the information he had received, and 
of the inquh’ies which it has been his duty to make respecting the 
effect of the unusual demands for specie that have h(?cn made upon 
’~'r+rry in consequence of ill-founded or exaggerated alarms 
i ! ■■ : i-arts of the country, it appears that unless some 

measure is immediately taken, there may be reason to apprehend a 
want of a sufficient supply of cash to answer the exigencies of the 
: ■■■Lb.. . ■ ; ’{■ (1 p of tbo Hoard, that it is 

'■ I - of the Bank of England 

■■ ■'! ; i ^ ii i'-. 'ib until the sense of Par- 

liament can be taken on that subject, and the |)ro]R.:r measures 
jidoptnd fbor^^upori, for mnintaining the means (.-f cireuliilir.n, and 
tlic priilir .'iiid cniiinuTcial credit of the kingdom at this 
important conjuncture. And it is ordered that a copy of tliis 
Minute he transmitted to the Directors of the Bank of England, and 
they are hereby required on the grounds of the exigency of the 

Y 2 

/* 



324 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. XVIIL 


case, to conform tliereto until the sense of Parliament can be taken 
as aforesaid. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

DjEAE Boss, Wimbledon, April 23, 1797. 

I find from Mr. Dundas that there are no hopes of the 
discretionary power to reduce the European regiments passing the 
Court of Directors, without a reference and a consequent debate 
and ballot in the Com-t of Proprietors. Mr. D. is sanguine about 
carrying the question, but says if that should not be the case, 
that the Board of Controul have an undoubted right to authome 
the measure. The great and insurmountable objection to the 
debate in the Court of Proprietors is the mischief that it will do in 
India. To obidate this difficulty, Mr. D. proposes that I should go 
out with the first milk-and-water order, under the assurance that 
due nutliority for the executioriL of the measure shall be sent out 
ill ii i‘;\\ v,i.v,‘!cs after my departure. 

I have desired till Tuesday to consider tliis matter, premising 
that I could not possibly leave England till the mutiny of the 
fleet was- quelled. ‘ 

I mean to be in town to-morrow morning pretty early, and I 
wish you would call and talk it over with me, between eleven and 
twelve o’clock. You will take into consideration that whatever my 
orders may be, it is not likely that I should take any decided step 
within a month after my arrival in India. 

I am in agonies till I hear from Portsmouth. 

Yours ever, most sincerely, 

COEW/iLLIS. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 


Dear Boss, Cuiford, May 9, 1797 . 

I last m'ght received an express Bom Mr. Dundas, desiring 
to see me on the subject of moving for a Bill to authorize me to 


i The mutiny in the fleet began at Ports- 
mouth, April 1 5. The dcmiuuls of (ho sailors 
were not vei’y r:n-rr-,T-oiia!'ie, and soiMe of 

.i! li.. i .■■."isen. 

tiieni would i)e iiiuiik-d, they again broke 
out 7. I’liit Lord Flowe liaving been 
sent down, th.e disputf s were flmdly arranged 
on the lorn. Tiie fleet at the Norc, however, 
on May 22, tooit inucli more serious steps. 
All their officers wej-e scut on sliore, and 


delegates were chosen to whom the c riinmainl 
of the fleet was intrusiod. On ilic; iitli of 
.Tune a lai^e portion of Lord Dnnf'nn’a 

squadron joined them. They blockaded the 
Thamr.', .and t'-;v; (-i 1 L;.- n-v 

Butt.' V i.;..; re ; 

snres ;-■!(. 


duue ou. 
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oxticiito the proposed iiistnictious, aud at the sfiiiio time communi- 
cutiiig to me the most alarming and distressing accounts of the 
mutiny having again broke out at Portsmouth. I promised to be 
in town by four o’clock to-morrow^ and told him that there could be 
no hurry about the Bill, as it was impossible that under the present 
calamitous circumstances of this country, I could embark for India. 
Unless the business of the fleet can be speedily adjusted, a few 
days must place a French army in Ireland : is this a time to be 
occupied about speculative arrangements of the Indian army ? I 
wish you would either call, or send to my house by the time of my 
arrival, the most authentic accounts that you can procure of affairs 
at Portsmouth. 

Your Saturday’s letter sufficiently depressed my spuits, and my 
thoughts are now so gloomy, that the sight of my family and of 
Culford are painful to me. 

Yom’s ever, most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Camden to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Dublin Ciistle, May 23,1797. 

I liave received a letter from the Duke of Portland, in whicli 
I am informed that it is not impossible your Lordship may be pre- 
vailed upon to accept the command of the army in Ireland, “pro- 
vided I see no objection ” to its being projiosed to your Lordship. 

I can hardly forgive the Duke of Portland for even expressing 
tlio pos«;il)ility that I could entertain any objection to a measure 
^vliich, if it is practicable, must be so eminently advantageous 
to the King’s service. Since however I am placed under circum- 
stances in which I am called upon to deliver an opinion, that ready 
and thankful assent which I give, being called for as a duty, 
precludes what my own judgment would otherwdse construe into an 
impertinence towards a person of your most distinguished station. 

I must ever consider your Lordsliip’s inclination to act with me 
in tliis country as the mo.st flattering cu’ciimstance of my life, and 
I should iU deserve that good opinion I should ever hope to retain 
from you, if I did not candidly and openly express all my feeling 
upon it. 

I think m the first place most truly and most sincerely, that 
although your Lordshiji has shown a patriotism j.cciili.ji- io yoiij-<- ]r 
in not being unwilling to undertake the command of the army in 
Ireland, that that patriotism \vould be still more extended if you 
could be prevailed upon to accept the Lord Lieutenancy of this 
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kingdom. I should feel I did my duty in imploring the measure, 
and that your Lordship would deserve, if possible, still better of 
your country by accepting it ; but since I understand your Lord- 
ship has said that no consideration should induce you to accept the 
Government of Ireland, I should be trespassing on yom* time and 
urging that which I am informed is impossible, were I to continue 
to address you upon that part of the subject. If therefore His 
Majesty continues to require my serHces in Heland, I can only say 
that no measure could inspire so much confidence, or be so useful 
to the King’s service in this kingdom, as your Lordship’s under- 
taking the command of his army within it. 

The extent of om* force and the danger of attack makes it a 
command of the utmost importance, and not unworthy even of your 
liordsliip’s military character. The commission wliich I -hold 
renders my name and assent necessary to the official forms of 
business. If I knew in what manner consistent with that com- 
mission to divest myself of that part of my duty, I should 
immediately adopt it, but if I am constrained to keep it, I beg to 
deliver over to yom: Lordship every military regulation, and to put 
that part of my office into your hands. As I flatter myself I may 
be permitted to say that we are both actuated by the same motive, 
our duty to the King and to om* country, I cannot conceive it to be 
y'vi'T. “"d r-'dl.'-ru h.-.v* upon 

any of tl- v.'y Uj- •. • .'i ■■ .■ ■■ ■ l very 

improbable we shall ever have it U2)ou any others. I have ex- 
plained to the Duke of Portland how desirous I am of Lord 
Carbnmpti';u ro living with satisfaction to his own feelings, and I 
slimilil do him gri-ar inju'^rico if I did not express his opinion of the 
advantage of yom* Lordsliip’s appointment to be as decided as that 
of any one to whom it has been communicated. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Camden. 

The Duke of Poetlaito to the Maequis Coknwallis. 

My dear Lord, Sunday moi-n, May 28, 1797. 

I should do great injustice to my own feelings as well as to 
my own opinion, was I to withhold the enclosed because I happen to 
be rejjreseuted not exactly as I coidd wish, or as I tbink I ought to 
hove hecn. Ihit as I arn (convinced of the motive? nnd impros^iou 
under whicJi the Lord Lieutouant wrote to 3mu, iiinl rmM.iiiniy do 
■lot feel luss anxiet}’ than ho docs for your fulfilling the expectation 
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I have eiicom’aged him to entertain, I should ntjt shun the risk of 
incurring any blame even from you, that did not obstruct your 
eomjjliauce with those wishes, wliieh I believe in my conscience 
are coniinon to every friend to the Empire in general, as well as to 
Ireland. When you give me leave to wait upon you, you will 
permit me to explain the passage in the Lord Lieutenant’s letter to 
which I allude, and if ten o’clock to-mon-ow does not suit you, you 
will be so good as to let me know when I may call upon you. 

I am, &c., 

Portland. 

Maiiquis Coexwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear EoSS, Culford, Aug. 20 , 1797. 

I should hope that the Portuguese peace will not do us 
much harm, even if the war should go on, and that it may rather 
facilitate our negotiations. It is however mortifying to our pride 
to see how much more afraid aU nations are of the French than of 
this country. 

The comfort of the country ' | • 1 ( • : . ’ f. 1 , : T ■ ■■ I 

considerable abatement by the house having been completely iuli of 
yomig ladies in the liighest spirits since Tuesday last. Thank God 
the Cadogans ' leave us to-morrow, and the Townshends ® on Tues- 
day. I should think it likely that I may come to town about tljo 
time of your return from Portsmouth, but it may possibly happen 
much sooner ; your proposed distribution of the Engineers wiU, I 
believe, do very well. 

Lord Grenville must feel very much desoeiivre, now we have 
lost all our Alhes, I wish it would give him a distaste to the office 
of Secretary for Foreign Aflldrs. I am, dear Eoss, 

Most truly yom’s, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-Geneilil Eoss. 

Dear Eoss, . Cuifbni, doo. ir., 1797. 

The contents of the letter which you was so good as to write 
on Wednesday, did not send me out a-shooting in good spirits 

^ Ladv Emilv. li, Mav 2G. 1778, d.. Pec, 1;..!';. 1.-! ’T; ",- A:.- v. 
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yesterday morning, Tom as we are by faction, without an army, 
without money, trusting entirely to a navy whom we may not be 
able to pay, and on whose loyalty, even if we can, no firm reliance 
is to be placed, how are we to get out of this cursed war without a 
revolution? I envy for the moment the feelings of the sanguine 
part of Administration, but I am afraid the pleasing delusion will 
not last. I propose to sleep at Hockerell on ’ Smiday night, and 
shall be in town about one o’clock on Monday. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

DeAlR Ross, Culford, Dec, 17, 1797. 

I cannot wait till I see you to-morrow to say how glad I am 
that you have got the S9th regiment, and how much I feel the 
Duke of York’s kindness on tliis occasion. If he had not a good 
heart, he must hate me, and he has uniformly given me the 
strongest proofs to the contrary. 

Singleton will come up with me, but he must to-morrow attend 
the Committee on the Assessed Taxes. I have not forced Brome to 
come up, but he promises to follow if he is wanted. The measure, 
however, cannot be carried by the authority of Parliament alone, 
unless it is made more palatable to the country.^ I am still very 
low indeed on the state of public affairs. 

Yours ever, most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Ross, Cuiford, jan. 3 , i798. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Dundas re- 
specting the appointment of to be a member of the Council 

at Madras. 

The statement from is in the common Indian cant, and 

the letter from D. Scott presses the matter very strongly, and 
speaks of it as a measure that would be accejitable to the Court. 

1 The hill for trebling the_ assessed taxes time before. On the 14th he divided against 
had excited sciine opnosition m Oiu coantrv, the second reading — ayes 175, noes 50. Some 
though^ the iii-st _ I Vc. 4, imd henn -.y-. '-; n- ■.vi:,- :;de in Committee, 

-I h i'.;---',’ two divisions — 

■ ' • ■ ■ ■ 10 75, and latj to 71. In the Lords 

there was one division, Jan. 9, 73 to 6, and 
■ ■ ' . ■ ’on this occasion the late Lord Holland made 

■ ■ i . ■ ' his mjuiden speech. 
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It is not pnidont to venture jKJsitively to charge Mm with 
having taken money from the Nabob, unless I was sure of being 
supported in it ; I welj remember that we had reason to believe it, 
from a conversation with the present Nabob, but I have doubts 
whether the transaction Avas mentioned in direct terms, and I 
believe that nothing but my committing myseK pretty decidedly 

on this point, Avill induce him to put his negative on , 

I Avish you would let me know by the return of the post what 
passed AA’ith the Omdah, to the best of your recollection, and whe- 
ther you do not tln 'tdr it Avill be right to let Dundas take his own 
course, unless I feel confident that I could support a charge of cor- 
ruxJtion. Yours ever, &c., 

OOENtVALLIS. 


Marquis Cornavallis to Major-General Boss. 

Dear EoSS, Culfowl, Jan. 4, 1798, 

I have just received your letter, and think you have done 
as Avell as possible about the arms ; it Avill take some time to get 
over 15,000 stand, and before that can be done, Ave shall be able 
to judge whether it Avill be advisable to engage any further. 

It is surely impossible that Lord Moira’s letter^ can be genuine, 
if it is, excess of vanity and self-importance must have extin- 
guished every spark of understanding, and I am sure there was a 
time Avhen he had sense. Yom’s ever, most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornavallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, ' Culford, Jan. 7, 1798. 

, . , It occurs to me, hoAvever, that you may Avish before 

I come to town for the birth-day, to make up your mind on the 

subject of Mr. , and I feel both Ih-,- «k-r-Thy .'f yoiu resisting 

the Avishes of the Coiut of Directors, i .g : to giv^e any 

' T!.-.- r 1 :o ly Minister, to the exclusion of both Mr. Pitt 

r.- M..: :■ ■; ! ITM, and Mr. Fox. That he was quite ready to 

i-. ( I: I;- accept the office if the King wished it; but 

V!:. ' is’-..- • i ■. in addition to the two names just men- 

magazine — the Universal — which had little tioned, he must say that be would not sit 
circulation, under date Jan. 1798, and in in the same Cabinet with the greater part 
Hansard’s Debates of the same date. It is to of Mr. Pitt’s colleagues, especially the Duke 
the eftect, that it had been proposed to him of Portland, and that he would only admit 
by a large number of ih-.- i;: ..-.•r ■■.■r.l rr.er:-;- a few of Mr. Fox’s followers. Sir James 
beis of Parliament, wi." Isi. i. .-li^ ■ ■ ; : Pidteney was to be his Chancellor of the 
with Government, that he should be Prime Exchequer. 
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just or satisfactory reasons, and tlie delicacy on my part of sug- 
gesting charges, of which I certainly can bring no proof. The 
natives of India never speak ont, and it is always doubtful whether 
their hints and half-expressions are foimded in truth. It is certahily 
nnprcssed on my mind, from conversations with tlie Nabob, that 
Hr. — — has been, and is likely to be, an intriguer at the Durbar, 
but I can speak with no certainty, nor have I sufficient authority 
for those impressions, to advise you to take a strong measure, and 
stiU less an unjust one, in consequence of them. 

From the radical defects which have, till very lately, pervaded 
the whole system at Madras, there is scarcely a junior Company’s 
servant, who is not highly objectionable. If, on running through 
the list with me to look for members of Council, you had stopped 

at name, I should have said No ; but as circumstances now 

stand, I do not feel myself warranted in advising you to put a 
negative on the wishes of tlie Court, and yet after aU I shall have 
great doubts of the merit of the appointment. 

Yours, very sincerely, 

COENWALLIS. 


Marquis Coriiwallis to Major-General Ross. 


DeAII EoSvS, miteliall, Fob. 19, 1798. 

I carried the statement of the small arms this morning to 
Dundas, to whom the Duke of Portland has now given up the 
.entire manngcmcnt of the military defence of the country, and he 
is clearly of opinion that \V(; shouffitake the addilionaJ temthonsimd 
stand of Prussian arms. Will you manage the business through 
Crew, or shall I send for him on the subject? 

D. says they have good intelligence, and particularly in the 
Admiralty ^nd he seems to have no doubt that the 

French . ittempt. He told me that if anything hap- 

pened I should certainly go to the field. 

They say that the poor Duke of Northumberland ^ has peti- 
tioned for a reduction of ten per cent, on his assessed taxes, because 
he has seven cliildren to maintain. 

Yours ever, most sincerely, 

CoPvNWALLIS. 


^ Tho liici. w;u>i triip, iui.i it wjjs iii i] 

AU'iid’ii-lj lull aixiy il>oi'.Siiii(l pounds 
:d.v y;is.s'iL-i ,,.iy t-. 111.', 

I nim l.'iiiiw.ili U) Ni.-riliiimbprlar.ll, 

'I'iirjiiiih iiiiiiiy a fair counirir:; 


: Jiimjiiy of C.ipvy Chnsc in ilin Anti-,lin;ubin : — 

Ti-f ivi .Si. Jliirlin’.s V’catr;.' Hoard 
_To s-.'-oar I lun onu-ipni” 

Tiial i liavp. diildr.-ii -iuln, atul cliiitu 
1 .'eduotioiis— ten pec cent. 
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aiAiiQuis Cornwallis to the Hon. Colonel Wesley. 


Dear Sir, winteiwii, fcIj. 23, 1798. 

I liaye received your letters dated February 20 and Marcli 8, 
1797, whicb were a long time on tlieir passage. There is nothing 
in them wliich requires an answer, except that part wliich relates 
to Mr. Dormer.^ Lady Elizabeth,® on whose account solely I ever 
took any concern about him, has been constantly tormenting me 
to let him come home, and on my; representing to her that the 
inevitable consequence of his doing so, must be liis being put into 
prison, sli-:.* .‘insv.crs lliiii ilu-y uiiule up then: mind to it, and 
that as they should both feel liappier in that event than in their 
present state of separation, she thinks that no other persons have a 
right to object t'> it. and she adds, that, as he piii'chased his licii- 
toriancy in his former regiment, he considers liimself as having a 
claim to dispose of his j)resent commission in the 413rd. 

On these considerations I tliink it would be advisable for you to 
let him come home, and get Sh A. Clarke to recommend the suc- 
cession, and I tliiiik the 33rd will be very unlucky not to get as 
creditable a recruit as Donner. 

I have been for a long time kept in the utmost anxiety for fear 
the expedition to Manilla ® should take place, t^and was happily 
relieved from my apprehensions by the last arrivals from India ; I 
am sure your brother ^ will lieart% concur with me in these senti- 
ments, although I am not sine that they will be well received by 
one of the intended cajitors.® 

"We are now brought to the state to which I have long since 
looked forward, deserted by all our Allies, and in daily expectation 
of invasion, for which the French are making the most serious pre- 
parations. I have no doubt of the courage or fidelity of our militia, 
but the system of Da\ id P'.mdii', juid the total want of light in- 
fantry, sit heavy on iwy miu'.i, miil j.oint out the advantages which 
the activity of tin- .I'rt-iioii will iiave in a country which is for the 
most part inclosed. 


1 Hon, John Evelyn Pierepont Dormer, 
b. March, 1771, d. Dec. 9, 182(5; m, Nov. 
6, 1795, Elizabeth, dan. of William John, 
5fch Marquis of Lothian, Bocarae 10th Lord 
Donner on the death of his half-brother, 
Charles, 9th Bai-on, April 2, 1819. 

=2 Lady Elizabeth, b. Sept. 2, 1705, d. 
Aug. 18, 1822. 


cited by the intelligence of the Treaty of 

r ” ‘cions which had 

of Tippoo and 
, -I Hobart, who 

had authority •*■:! RiUt 'o -I-, ".r- 

ther progress. S:..- r- ■ i-r-.-y-v.- ' ■ . a, I 

We.sley on thi.s ■ ir. 

Vol. I. of Lori i.i.h Iv 

Son. 

Lord Mornington. 

® Rear-Admiral Rainer commanded the 
rquadron in the East Indies. 
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Give kindest compliments to Lord Mornington, and believe 
me to be with very sincere regard, &g., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis op Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Lear Loss, OfBce of Ordnance, March 20, 1798. 

I am just come from the Luke, who has I find rejected Lord 
B.’s ^ plan on the reasonable and fair gi’ounds that there must be a 
general rule for the wdiole. I have obtained a promise from him 
that he will never allow a heavier piece of ordnance than a six- 
pounder to be attached to any battalion. We had afterwards a 
general conversation about ■ tk.:- of artillery 

used in the field, wliich i .-i : j,,- ■ we did not 

perfectly agree. 

If Lord B. had been the only wrongheaded, absurd, Colonel of 
militia, I think the Duke might have consented, but as the brother- 
hood are numerous, he was right to check these follies in the bud. 
I write hi great haste. Yours ever, most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Sir William Howe. 

Dear Sir, 26, 1798. 

I have read with attention your report on the several jioints 
submitted to you by H. B. H. the Duke of York, and perfectly 
agree with you with respect to the distribution of the troojis at Ips- 
wich, Colchester, and Chelmsford; and as the munbers which the 
b.irrack's !ii IliO'O ifi.-icos can contain, will not be sufficient to defend 
iiic cuiiiiiT ol' .lCss(-.v, if rhe enemy should land in force, it wiU 
perhiips be thought necessary to encamp some troops at Danbmy 
and Warley, and especially at the latter place, as the situation is so 
convenient for reinforcing the southern district. 

According to your request, I will make such observations as 
occur to mo on the po.^itions «'hich you describe in Essex, which is 
a most difficult country to defend with inexporicncod troops, un- 
accustomed to move against a most active cn.'-iuy, u Lo li.-ivc dVriwd 
confidence from their extraordinary success against the most 
powerful and warlike countries in Europe. 

When the army is stationed defensively behind the river Colne 
at Colihestcr, it dous not appear to me that it would be safe to 
place a consideiablo corps on Bexled PleatlL 

J Lord Buckingham. 
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I have no idea of a position for 30,000 men tliat could be 
tenable behind the Clielmer, mth a corps upon Danbury and 
another at Writtle (even with the help of any field-works that can 
be constructed) against a superior and enterprising enemy ; and I 
confess that the measure of throwing up works and making 
redoubts in various parts, would, in my opinion, greatly intimidate 
the country, and occasion an enormous expense, without affording 
any efficient security, unless the idea was confined to some spot 
advantageously situated for protecting the capital, the natural 
strength of which would render it, with the help of such works, 
a kind of citadel which could hardly be carried by a coup-de-main. 

It is impossible to foresee the circumstances on which it would 
he necessary to act, on the supposition of the invasion of Essex, by 
an army which it would be imprudent to meet in the field ; but' 
if a very respetdable force was concentrated on the heights of 
Danbury, it can scarcely be supposed that an enemy would 
voiituro witli an army in tlioir rear to advance to the capital. 

A large )jody of infantry, with a considerable coips of light 
infantry, are, I think, essentially necessary for the defence of Essex ; 
hut cavalry, especially of the heavy land, could render very little 
service, and in that flat, inclosed country, an army should not be 
incumbered by a very numerous artillery. 

As you are in possession of a co 2 >y of the i:)aper which I 
delivered to the Duke of York in 1796, on the defence of the 
eastern district, it does not occur to me, that I have anything 
further to say that is material on that subject. 

I have the honour to be, &o., . 

Cornwallis. 


SIabquis Cornwallis to Major-General Boss. 


Dear Boss, Whitehall, March 30, 1798. 

For your private ear, Abercromby is coming from Ireland. 
He has been cxcfic-dingly wrongheaded I expect to he most 
violently attacked, what shall I, what can I do?^ I intend to 
postpone my expedition till Tuesday, that I may see you when you 
come to tonm on Monday. Yours, most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 


1 Sir Ralph Abercroinhj .and Lord Cam- 
den, then Lord-Lieutenant, had disagreed 
■■■' ii'i. ' na to render itrery 

i;'' -; Cir:-. Cv. !i->"ner should remain 

a.-: in Ireland. Lord 


Cornwallis anticipated what did occur^ — 
namely, that he would be pressed to go over 
to that country in the double capacity of 
Lord-Lieutenant and Commander-in-Chief, 
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Marquls Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss WMtehall, IMarch si, 1708. 

I have neither seen nor heard from any person belonging to 
Administration since I wjte to you yesterday, which affords me some 
hopes that I shall escape the attack which I 

The Lord Lieutenant said in his letter h- ' ‘ ' ' P., that 

TOiless som.e officer of liigh rank and estimation, and popular cha- 
racter, was immediately sent, he considered the country to be in 
the most imminent danger. T.r--"-! said to me, after reading 

the letter, You must go as Jjuru Lmui-cnant, and Commander-in- 
Ohief ; I said. You are too good to me, to wish to place me in so easy 
a situation. Our Cabinet on the defence of the country, which was 
to have met to-day, is postponed till Monday. That is a subject on 
which I never have been in the smallest degree consulted by 
Tlundas ; he thinks his namesake David a much better officer and a 
clever fellow. Yours ever, most sincerely, 

COEHW ALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss, Whitehall, April i4, 1798 , 

I have ju.'^t rccch'cd your letter, but I am so much occupied 
tins morning that I cannot enter into any detailed account of our 
expedition. On the whole I have only to say that Dover Castle is 
in a better state than I expected, and a very little more work will 
undoubtedly put it out of danger of an assault. I am sony to say 
in other respects, that I have great doubts of the possibility of 
effectually driving the country, or of making inundations, and that 
I sav,- im [lo.dlion that could not be turned. 

r li.oM liojird notliing further about hght infantry, I wish they 
would think more about them, and less about four-aud-twenty- 
pounders. 

Lady Spencer has got a fine hoy. 

Yours ever, most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss, office of ordnance, April 24, 1798. 

I wr!= miw-h iVIr-iised to learn from the Duke of York this 
morning, that it was not the intention to fortify any positions until 
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the eoraitry was actually invaded, and that his wisli nt ]^rr=or.t was, 
that every piece of ground that resembled a slidiiM. be 

tlioroiighly examined,. and that a report should be made how far it 
could be strengthened with field-works, in order to assist the 
decision of the General when the season for action should arrive. 
Tliis plan I most perfectly approve. 

You will fix at least one day to dine mth us whilst you stay in 
town, but the more days you and Mrs. Boss can give us, the more 
we shall be obliged to you. Wednesday will be a good day, as 
there is no opera. I am in great haste, 

Yours, most sincerely, 

COI.'XWALJJS. 


]\lAnQUi.s ConxwALLis TO Majoe-Gesteral Ross. 

Dl’l-Vll Boss, Whitehall, May 19, 1798. 

I confess tliat I have not sent you much information siime 
you last went out of town, but there have been few subjects on 
which I could write with any degi-ee of certainty, and even those 
ivero of so secret a nature that I did not quite Like to trust them to 
the post. 

If I hear anytliing of the expedition ^ before the post-goes out I 
will add a line to give you what information I may receive. You 
know I was not sanguine under any circumstances, and the blowing 
weather has kept me in agonies. 

There can, in my opinion, be no doubt tbat the Toulon arma- 
ment is destined either against Portugal or Ireland, and I should 
rather tliink the latter. Government has, I think, taken the best 
measures to counteract them, but in all naval matters there must 
be great uncertainty. 

You will have seen by the papers that I did the honours of the 
Tower on Wednesday to the Queen, Princesses, and the Duke of 
York. 

The only means by which the innumerable local corps in all 
parts of the country can be armed, is by providing balls for fowling- 
ideees. I am, most affectionately yom-s, 

COENWALLIS. 

■ T7. I..; li;:--.; iy O ;--::-’! -■-.i'ed May 4; the ti-oops commanded hy Sir Eyre Goote, 
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Marquis Cornwallis to Majob-Geneeal Ross. 

DeAB EoSS, WMtehall, May 25, 1798. 

It is tlie fashion hardly to consider the late expedition as a 
failure or a inisfortnne I cannot quite agi’ee in those sentiments, 
hut it will be fortunate if it should in general be considered in that 
light through the country. I have heard no accounts from the 
Continent, and conclude therefore that there is nothing good from 
thence. Dmidas has been, and I am afraid still continues, much 
indisposed. I have not seen him since Monday. As we are to 
meet so soon, I will not enter upon the extensive chapter of arms. 
The Welshmen will not part with those taken in Pembrokeshii’e 
from the French invaders,® and there has been a warm contest 
between Lords Milford ® and Cawdor ^ about the place where they 
are to be kept. Believe me to be, most truly yours, 

OOENWALLIS. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear EoSS, Wliltehall, May 28, 1798, 

I was much disappointed when I called at your door yesterday at 
five o’clock, to find that you did not intend to come to town, although 
the reasons you give for deferring your joimiey are perfectly just. 

You will have been surprised to hear of the dud^'‘ thank God it 
terminated so well. 

Lady S. told me this morning that the accounts from Ireland 
were of the most alarming nature. Actual hostilities have been 
committed, and much blood spilt in and about Dublin. The Lord 
Lieutenant writes for troops, but from whence are they to come ? 

I am, in great haste, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* The troops landed May 18, and com- 
pletely destroyed the sluices, &c. But owing 
to bad weather they could not re-embark, 
although they were 16 hours on the beach 
before the enemy appeared in any force, and 
were uaripelled to surrender on the 20 th. 
The loss was 1 oil',, 43 r. ami f., k. ; 5 off., 
65 r, and f., w, 5 62 off., 1123 r. and f,, taken 
and missing. 

- -A small body of French — about 1400 — 
landed in Fishguard Bay, Feb. 22. 1707. 
'l''lie foiu- Mhips wliich brought them there 

their Ih:-. 'I -v v.i;-,- ;..’i -i- [ ■...■■ 

Cawdor, wiili wnac miutia he couid «3'llect. 


^ Richard, Lord Milford of Ireland, so cre- 
ated July 13, 1776, b. 1738, d. Not. 28, 
1823; m. June 2 , 1764, a dan. of James 
ri-.;!:!.-. I>!., i-’.-. 

hv- ■ V'-'i :■ ' 

Frederick, 5tli Earl of Carlisle. 

^ Belwecii Idr. I'llL and Mr, Tierney. Tt 
arose out of .some stroug expressions used by 
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Alarming state of Ireland — Fonnation of the Volirnteer Corps — The Con- 
veiition — Society of United Irishmen — Their negociations with the French 
Directory — Attempt of the French to invade Ireland— The Rebel news- 
jiajters — Vigorous measures of the Government — Contests with the llcbcls 

— Extent of the insurrection — Necessity of uniting the civil and military 

command— Lord Cornwallis ax-r-irsb-'l T.'-Td-T-eutenant and Commander- 
in-Chief — Proceedings of iri-i IV.r’:.;.-.'.-i.i — Proclamations of pardon 
■ ■ . r i’l*. R.'b- V=>--; — P;\-; .s;'!.' of Iho Rebo: iMdors to surrender — 

!..r i.-i:,! (riv — (.;<.•!. .-ml Humbert’s expe- 

.. \ i ' ‘ — Din) ■..■-al ( :' f'’ ; B’rench 

, _( I 1 ■ ! . W ■ ; forward 

— Opunnns on the measure — Lord Longn.wR’o’i: j.-bbir.c: — The “ Lawyers’ 
lijfaurry Coips” — Clamour against the T'!::-'-; — A ly Government 
in the proposed measure. 

A FEW days after the date of the last letter. Lord Cornwallis 
jit' llic i-ijn'iest request of Mr. Pitt, the offices of Lord- 
of and Oommander-in-Cliief. The state of that 

country had become most alarming, and the Government were com- 
pelled to place at the head of affairs some person of undoubted 
firmness and acknowledged judgment, who could unite both the 
civil and military authority. 

A long course of neglect and misgovernment had brought 
Ireland into this dangerous position. Formerly the Irish Parlia- 
ment met but once in two years, and was only necessarily dissolved 
by the death of the Sovereign. The grossest corruption prevailed, 
and Ministers, almost always able to carry any question about 
which they were really anxious, were very indifferent to the real 
interests of the country. A perpetual Mutiny Bill relieved them 
from all difficulty on that subject. Little by little some points were 
gained l)y iho TX'ijrilar |)ariv. .\u Octennial Bill was passed, and 
wffien, owing to tlu': diiliciiliics of England, the regular troojis were 
nearly all withdrawn from Ireland, a general flame burst forth 
wliicli led in 1778 to the formation of the Volunteer corps. Forty- 
two thousand men were gradually emuUed — the officers, rejecting 
royal commissions, were chosen by the members of each corps, by 
whom also Lord Charlemont ^ waa nominated the General. For a 
time they were most assiduous in discharging their ndlitary duties, 

Francis, 8lh baron and 1st Earl of A—. WS?; w. 

Charlemont, so made Dec. 23, 1763; h. !■■'■■■■, ■ ■ s, . 

VOL. II, Z 
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but politics soon engaged tlieir attention, and Delegates ^ from eacli 
corps, calling tliemselyes a Convention, assembled in Dublin, where, 
while aping the forms of Parliament, they endeavoured to establish 
an hostile authority. They w'ere principally guided by two men, 
very dissimilar in character, but both actuated by inordinate vanity 
and great ambition — ^the Bishop of Derry® and Mr. Flood.® Ee- 
form in Parliament was then nominal object, and their avowed 
means, military intimidation. Mr. Flood came down to the House 
of Commons in full uniform, November 29, 1783, to propose a 
scheme framed by the Convention, which had declared its sitting 
permanent till the fate of the motion should be known : the House 
bad howc'ver sulliciont firmness to reject this motion by a majority 
of 158 to 49. 

Though after this the Convention gradually sank into insignifi- 
cance, '4 •• ■i'-f"'-'*''. to Government was not extinguished, 

and the / - . ■ Delegates persevered in encouraging 

agitation. In 1791 they succeeded in forming at Belfast tlie 
“ Society of United Irishmen,” nominally to obtain Parliamentary 
Eeform, but really to promote lla- of Ireland from Great 

Britain, and (■.■■hiblish a repuiEo in rbo country. 

An Execiii,i\w (h.niicil mniiiig.'-i theii' affairs. To that body was 
intrusted the charge of gaining to their cause men of influence and 
talent — of preparing the lower classes to pay obedience to their 
appointed leaders — and of working upon the passions of the multi- 
tu(h; liytlic dlslrilmtion of seditious publications. As early as 1792, 
emissaries were sent to different regiments to try to seduce the non- 
commissioned officers and privates.’ Itinerant Committees travelled 
through the country, to provide prisoners vith peenninpy meanQ for 
their defence — to endeavour to bribe or luliiiiidiile. wiiiiO'-t > 
induce Under-Sheriffs to return disloyal panels, and to terrify any 
woll-fli,spo=!orl juryman who might happen to be sworn. Many of 
the Pr(isb}i(!rian clergy in Belfast ardently promoted these schemes, 
and some were rash enough to display theh hostility to England, 
by praying in their pulpits for the success of the Eepublican armies. 


1 Among the delegates were the Hon. 
Fiohevt .Stewiii-I, afler'.viu-ds ?\Iiin‘|iiis of T.nn- 

I ’ • I • ! 


of Derrv Jan. 17oS. Beoiime d-th Earl of 
Bristol Dec. 2:>. 1779; B. Aug. 1, 1730, 


road. He was attended by an officer and 
twenty men, volimteens ; he had two sentries 
at his door wherever he stopped.” 

3 Right Hon. Henry Flood, h. 1732, d. 
Dec. 2, 1791 ; m. April 13, 17^2, Frances 


Fiee-Treasurer in Ireland feom Oct. 1775 to 
Dec. 1781. 
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The leaders, liowoTer, conscious that many of their adherents 
wore timid, witlilield from them the knowledge of their ultimate 
plans. But a document, containing a detailed account of the 
state of Ireland, was drawn up for the information of the French 
Directory, by Mr. Hamilton Eowan^ and Mr. Theobald Wolfe 
Tone ® (the latter of whom had framed the constitution of the United 
Irishmen), and transmitted to Paris. By the summer of 1796 large 
numbers were sworn in as United Irish, the test oath having been 
altered the year before, to induce the moderate reformers to unite 
more cordially with the real republicans. Encom’aged by tliis 
accession of strength, the leaders more openly avowed their inten- 
tions, and they eagerly embraced an offer of the French Directory 
to place a sufficient force at their disposal, to enable Ireland to cast 
off her dependence on England. Lord J’ldward Fitzgerald*’ and 
Mr. Arthur O’Connor'* W'ere despatched to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

In the same summer, a lawless banditti, calling themselves 
Defenders, and acting with the knowledge, if not under the direction, 
of the Executive Committee, committed the grossest outrages, 

jjriiicijiidly in I'lur '■■•uidii -uflii.KiM.jiiniiOii. T.<ii rii!i, T.'-ngf -I'll. 3r('tilh. 

VVhstmeath, and Jvildare. This outbreak, and the religious feuds 
raging in Armagh, produced the Insurrection Act, under which the 
Lord-Lieutenant in Council might proclaim the whole or any part 


* Archibald Hamilton liowan, a gentleman 

IbSl; ni. i<bl, Saiah Anne, dam of Walter 
Dawson, Eb(i[. of Canickmacross. He was 
convicted of 

1794, fined '•nr..! ..... > li-.!';;:. 

While in X.w„,. h, 1 i- --'- f in 


trial. 

s Theobald Wolfi; Tmio, h. .Tniic 90, 1702, 
d. Nov. 19, 179.S; m. .Inly, 17.S5, Matild.i, 
dan. of William Witherington, Esq. (her 
sister married Thomas Reynolds). He was 
called to the Bar in 1789, but relinquished 
that profession for politics, and soon became 
a leading rebel. Captured on board the 
Hodie in 1798, tried and sentenced to death 
hy a Court Martial, he avoided execution by 
suicide. His son wrote his memoirs in two 
volumes, • ’ ' ’ ■■■ - f ■ . . « 

the dange ■ ' ■.■■■■ 

and show 

of honour . ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Uuited Irish, me American euraon is tne 

• : ■ . son of James, 
: ■■■ ■ , ■ . t. 15, 1762, d. 


T..,. _ I m t 

. ■ , ■ . ■ . 1 daughter 

■ ■ I ' ■ . ' . Duke of 

Orleans. M.B. tor Atiiy iVbb to 1790, 
then for county Kildare to 1797. He was 
arrested May 21, 1798, in the house of 

his name has rov'"' tranep’r'’'!, 

^ Arthur (Vi b. .! .Iv .iV'!'. 

April25, 18f2; n;. ihr - nly iim;; ..f 
Condorcet, M.!’. - to 

to 1795. H:< mo;!. >■ w;.- hCic.- I.o;-.! 

Longueville, who brought his nephew into 
Pmdiament, but renounced all connexion with 

it Maidstone in 17yB, and acquitted, but 
was immedi.'itelv arrested again. After some 
munf'i.s' rojiiiiicmeiil. on confe.5Sion of his 

( ■ • ■ . ' I . r' . ‘ 

i...-. . ■■ i a. iir 

the armv (li.-.liiicd Lor llift invn'-ion of Ireland. 
He IS said by >lr. (.irattan (^iu iiis memoirs 
of his father) to have been in deacon’s 
orders. 
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of a comity. Increased powers were vested in the Magistrates: 
and sliortly after, yeomanry corps were formed, and the Habeas 
Corpus Act suspended. Meantime an accredited agent from the 
French Directory visited Ireland, and promised a great supply of 
arms, of ammunition, and an army of 15,000 men. These pledges 
seem to have brought about a formal alliance between France and 
the Executive Committee, who then devoted all their energies to 
the military organization of the country. 

Late in the year General Hoche ^ sailed ft’om Brest, in com- 
mand of a very considerable army, but the fleet was dispersed by 
bad weather, and only a portion of it reached Bantry Bay December 
22, the vessel in which Hoche liimself was, being one of the missing 
ships. Grouchy,® who was next in command, was much discouraged 
to find that, during the week he remained at anchor, none of the 
Irish seemed inclined to join, and he accordingly retinned to France 
ivithout having disembarked his men. 

During the winter the United Irishmen repeatedly urged the 
French to rvijitat ilu-ii- iitloi'!i|»i, and thinking the Directory were very 
dilatory, til' y sent, Air. jk<:Nvins'’ al'Oiil ilu' (md r)l‘ May to France, 
with renewed and urgent solicitations. The eagerness of some of 
tlie Executive Committee would brook no delay, and they pressed 
for an immediate rising, without waiting for foreign assistance, but 
the plan was abandoned on the opposition of the Leinster delegates. 

The measures hitherto adopted for the repression of outrages 
having proved insufficient. General Lake, who commanded in the 
north, issued, llarch 13, under the authority of the Lord-Lieutenant, 
another proclamation, directing a general search for arms. But 
this search was not very siicccsssfnl— the »juantity seized bore but a 
small proportion to thai rotained, for, if ilu; j-ebel returns were 
correct, there were in April, in Ulster alone, upwards of 100,000 
men ready to take the field, well provided with muskets or pikes, 
and to a great extent disciplined and regimented. An endeavour 
to restor-'' tvr-' 7 ’T’ih'ty by clemency was equally a failure. By 
another p-'.- I , ib- s, May 17, pardon was promised, with certain 

Hua. A Marshal. Originally an officer in 
the Gardes du Corps, he soon joined the 

Waterloo, where his conduct gave rise to 
much discussion. 

® Edward Jil'P T.vv.'r.?. r.n r.tt”;T,rv -r: 
Dublin. He w;:-i .' iL'-i ry 

country, and i’:. '.', h 

Dec. 1827. Jlc was agent to ihc United 
frisli, and was included in llie list of persons 
banished by Act of Parliament. 


1 T..;;r-::v. TTo. -h Fe’-. 21. -I. Pont. 

15, iTi'T, :!(t s...s|.:c _■ 

been ] ■ isi.::-. i. gs-. r-.r "■ i e 

roya' ‘■lal.h a : a: v-!-. ,n p.!" =■• ■.h-- 
Gardes Fran9aises. Of violent dc-niociTitic 
prlncipks, and always connected with that 
party, but, except in ihr- affiair of Quibcroii, 
geiierallv moderate iii Ins conduct. 

^ Jlntanuel C:oinlc <lc Ormiehv, of a nohle 
fnrriiiv. b. 0.;'. 17"'- '1- ’’■r -- 2^> ’7 ■ 

is:, i:-: . i. fu i ’ ,1 

• '■!. l.e I. j P.m c I i , ' • 

June 27, 1':;27, M-h.. . .I-.-.s-ji. j w-- 
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exceptions, to all who should witliin a month surrender and give 
security for their future conduct Yery few accepted the offer, and 
a partial outbreak took place in Ulster, which was easily put down, 
and the leaders fled to France. 

The Eebels had by this time added largely to their numbers in 
the metropolis and some of the adjoming counties. To excite the 
Itoinan Catholics to join, the most unfounded reports were circu- 
lated, and the old tithe grievances revived. The midland and 
southern counties were thus thrown into a state of ferment, and the 
same scenes of violence which had previously disgraced Ulster were 
enacted there. All who incurred the resentment of the United 
Irish were either murdered, or punished by the burning of their 
stacks and buildings, or by the houghing of their cattle, and 
wherever arms could be found they were unhesitatingly seized. 

Notwithstanding this accession to their strength, the Executive 
Avero afraid that their hopes avouM be destroyed if a premature 
; 1 ;■■■■ • the arrival of the French, and they there- 

i ' i >3cretary to urge the Directory to immediate 
'i-N"-. - proceeded first to Hamburgh, and from 
thence transmitted one memorial to Paris, and afteinvards pre- 
sented a second in person. These documents avoAved the most 
desperate pur] .(■.-''s : exngff .-rated the resources of the United Irish ; 
and ontrea 1 ■ :: ! rlic ! )iri-fr<iry at once to send their promised aid; 
representing that not only would delay enable Government to 
frustrate their projects, but that it might also cheek l^e favom’able 
disposition of the Irish people, and thus render the establishment 
of a republic infinitely less easy. 

Wliile endeaA’ouring to promote rebellion and treason, the 
Executive Committee did not overlook the advantage of having a 
portion at least of the public press under their direct control. 
Early in 1797 the ‘Northern Star’ commenced its career of 
sedition at Belfast, but it was soon put down in a manner more 
summary than legal. A party of men, some military, some 
Chilians, attacked and gutted the house in which it Avas printed, 
and destroyed the (ypcis and presses. The shareholders, Avho were 
icAv in nuinl»i;r, and far from wealthy, Avere unable to meet this 


c 

liumi iii, a. .iuiy iii, m. m 

America a Mrs. Jane Tone, dau. of a Mr. 
liicker. He was educated in Austria, and 
in 1794 establi.shed himself as a physician 
in Dublin, where his son joined the tlnited 
Irishmen. On his retuni from this mission 
to the tlontinent he became a member of the 
Executive Directory, He was one of those 


who, in 1798, agi-eed to disclose the secrets 
<if the eoi!v|iii-aior.s, and in hi..; ovilence beiiu e 
the Lords’ t'louniitlee, .--lateil lint (lue Privy 
(loiiiicillor aiiil one tieneial on tiie Stall", 
besides others of lower rank, were privy to 
their trejisonable schemes. When released 
I O . r, . , 

1- e.-. -1 -! : : . . I w . :i v ’ 

I .1 V. V) .V, 

i- :=i r. i (U r o; Ju.s li:e. 
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loss, ao'l '3 if |)!ii)i;T ox]v;red. It was succeeded by tlie ‘Union 
Star/ io !.>iii>!i!i. This atrocious j>aper was printed only 

on one side, so that it might he pasted on w^aUs. It not only 
recommended, generally, deeds of violence, but pointed out by 
name the magistrates or other persons "whose conscientious dis- 
charge of their duty had rendered them obnoxious to the Eebels, 
as fit objects for vengeance. Later in the year the ‘ Press ’ was 
commenced, which was conducted with more talent, and, if possible, 
with more malignity, than its predecessors. The original editors, 
among whom was Peter Pimierty,^ an often-convicted libeller, were 
soon obliged to leave the comitiy, and they were replaced by 
Arthin O’Connor, who seems to have been always willing to stand 
forward as the champion of treason. 

The battle of Camperdown, October 11, put a stop to the 
intended invasion of Ireland. It is well known that Admiral 
De Winter® was very reluctant to put to sea, as he anticipated liis 
defeat, which was a very severe blow to the Irish Rebels, and pro- 
duced a most salutary effect in the country. Numbers who had 
been misled wei’e now, perhaps because they thought their cause 
was failing, anxious to avail themselves of the offers of pardon 
which had been held out; flagrant acts of violence became less 
frequent, the meetings of the inferior classes of the United Irish 
were generally discontinued, the people resumed their usual pur- 
suits, and the well-disposed were no longer afraid to display their 
loyalty. 

The civil power was therefore found sufficient for the adminis- 
tration of justice during the circuit of July and August. This 
state of affairs was far from satisfactory to the rebel leaders ; for, 
although the principal committees still sat in Ulster, many of the 
counties refused to send delegates, and the province subscribed 
very little to the funds of the Society. Another cause for this 
lukewarmness m the north arose from religious differences. The 
inhabitants of Ulster were P ■ -L; !■ and though the 

= of their • : ■: •, agerly to join the 

■* ! *■■■*'.' hated the Roman Cathohes, and were no advo- 
cates for their , ■\s long as the Roman Catholic 

members of the ■'■ ■■’ r- ■' in a minority, and the doctrine 

of emancipation was kept in the background by the Executive, the 


In England be afterwards pursued the same 
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rn^shytorians jiiirM'd lioaTtily in tlie conspiracy; but wlieii the popii- 
liiiioii i>r east and south enrolled themselves, and i iiuin.-ijirii irni 
became an open and leading object, the hatred of bdp'Ty 4 i ■mi- 
nished the zeal of the Ulster peasantry. The Executiv.- I ier 

laboured energetically to rti-oxcite the spirit of disaffection in the 
iKd-th ; but as some months passed before their efforts were in any 
degree successful, their position at the close of 1797 Avas one of 
great perplexity. 

The United Irish now began to propagate their doctrines in 
England, Avhere societies were formed to advocate parliamentary 
reform, annual parliaments, and universal suffrage ; but even 
tbfise points soon ceased to bo mentioned, and meetings were held 
to contrive means for procuring arms with the avowed object of 
forming a rejmblic by the assistance of France. 

In January, 1798, Arthm.' O’Connor Avent to London in order 
to carry on a regular correspondonce betAveen the United Irish and 
the “ Loudon Corresponding Society,” the leading members of Avhich 
Avero in the habit of meeting in a cellar in Furiiivars Inn to discuss 
projects considered too dangerous to be brought forward at the 
more public meetings, O’Connor and an Irish priest named 
O’Coigley' Avere constant attendants at these assemblies, where, 
amongst other schemes, a general rising in the metropolis and 
throughout tlie country Avas contemplated, involving the murder of 
the King, the Eoyal Family, and of many members of both Houses 
of Parliament. 

IMeantime the system of Auolence and outrage revived, and 
though several counties in Leinster and Ulster Avere proclaimed, 
the mtimidation coutmued. So daring AA'ere the Eebels, that, in 
o[)en day, a body of 200 took possession of Cahii', Avhile a search 
for arms and ammunition was regularly carried on from house to 
house. 

The crisis was now approacliing, and the Government having 
got accurate information of their proceedings, arrested, March 12, 
the Leinster Provincial Committee, and some other leading mem- 
bers of the society, in the house of Oliver Eond.® Lord Edward 


I Uev, James O’Coigley, son of a famier, 
li. 1762, executed June 7, 1798. He was 
educated at Paris and constantly employed 
as ;iu agent between France and England, 


woollen-f ■ ^ 

of that cl . ■ . ... 

lie bv.'‘.'in!i- ail inniieiilial le:i<K;r. As early a.s 
17‘J:J lie bad nni'ic iiinisclf con.spicuous by 
affixing bis name to a seditious address, at- 
. For this he was 
. ■ ■ . d for six months 

” high treason, and 

' but his life was 
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Fitzgerald was accidentally absent from that meeting, and be was 
therefore still able to cany on his plans for a general insurrection. 
But the energy of the Government, and the hopes of pardon held 
out, materially interfered with his schemes, and before the end of 
April it was evident that there was no alternative between imme- 
diate insurrection and the relinquishment of those guilty designs. 
Lord Edward and his associates determined to follow the first 
course, and as most of the members of the old Directory were in 
prison, a new one was formed, and the plan of a general rising was 
drawn up by the Military Committee. The various barracks and 
posts of the ganison of Dublin, the camp at LaughHnstown, and 
the artillery station at Chapelizod, were to be simultaneously 
attacked; the signal for the provinces to rise, was to be the 
st 02 )page of the mail-coaches, and the 23rd of May was fixed upon 
for the attempt. The Government were, however, awnre of their 
designs, and on the 19th seized several of the leaders, among whom 
was Lord Edward Fitzgerald. He made a desj)erate resistance, 
and mortally wounded Captain Eyan,^ who had tried to arrest him, 
but he received several wounds himself, of which ho died in prison 
a few days later. The Sheares® and some others were captured on 
the 21st. That evening a letter from the Lord-Lieutenant warned 
the Lord Mayor of the apjmoaching outbreak, and a message to the 
same effect was sent to Parliament next day. 

The projected rising nevertheless took place. The disaffected 
within the metropolis made every effort to co-operate with those 
outside, but the Government were too well prepared, and the 
tranquillity of Dublin was scarcely disturbed. The mail-coaches. 


^ Captain Ryan had been in the 103rd 
Regt,, and was now editor of Falkner’s 
Journal. He volunteered his services on 


provision was made for Ids family. 

time M.P. for Gloghnakilty. Heniy, b. 
1758, was for about three yeai-s in the ilth 
Foot, but, as well as John, b, 1767, was 
afterwards called to the bar. They visited 
Paris early in the Eevolntion, and witnessed 
the capture ■■f r.-is:!!!,' .:..l ih.: . . 

of Louis XV j. ■ -.■y 

rb;”:-;. j' <>; -j...- .vtarn to Ire- 
I'.; 'll- ■■■■id J;- _v excited the 


General, and their pfomise to abstain in 


future from similar prococding.s. That pledge 
they imiiu-liatol}' bi'i'ke, ami a.s soon, there- 
fore, as sufficient evidence of their renewed 
guilt could be obtained, they wex-e ari-ested. 
Henry was token May 21, in his own house 
in Baggot Street, and in his room was found 
the draft of a p'vri.ir.'r.tir.-i ! ■ ll'e i . lj■h‘ 
Ii'eland, calling ;-.u:a '..'J i.l.e ■■i'.!;.' 
to the troops or the Loyalists, John was 
arrested the same day in the bouse of Mr, 
T.:. . 1 ?.-,, ,•! ■: ... ■f the conspira- 

• ■ i V.-!,' j. two brothei'S 

were tried July 12, and executed July 14, 
1798. John was unmarried, Henry mar- 
ried, 1st, Alicia (with whom he eloped in 

■■' ; ” ’ ■fess, dau. of 

. ■ ; 2nd, 1795, 

Sarah, dau. of Garrett Neville, Esq., of 
Mary Mount. She survived him. The Bill 
which regulated trials for high ti'eason in 
Ireland was brought in by their father in 
1766. 
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however, on the northern and southern roads were stopped, and the 
provincial leaders, obedient to the signal, brought their forces into 
the field, and much violence and some bloodshed ensued. But the 
only considerable success of the Kebels was at Prosperous, a town 
in Kildare. Led by Dr. Esnionde,^ a yeomanry officer, they took 
the place on the 24th of May, and murdered almost to a man the 
few soldiers who defended it. Martial law was then proclaimed, 
but liberal offers of pardon were also made, in the hope of yet 
inducing the people to return to their allegiance, and thus prevent- 
ing further mischief. 

Unfortunately a body of 600 men, assembled as they declared 
for the purj)oso of laying down their arms, were met by a detach- 
ment under Sir James Duff,^ who was ignorant of their intention. 
Which party first fired is a matter of doubt, but a conflict took 
place, wliich put an end to all hopes of pacification. The Eoman 
C\itholics of Wexford, hitherto considered loyal, now showed them- 
selves deeply imbued with revolutionary principles. On the 27th 
of May, 0000 men, led by John Murphy,® curate of Bouvalogue, 
encountered at Oulart about 110 of the North Cork Militia, of 
whom the commanding officer and four privates alone survived. 
Enniscorthy was taken ; Wexford was next attacked, and occupied 
on the 30th, the garrison liaviug abandoned it. New leaders were 
then brought for'.'.-a rd, .-mno oi‘ them me’^ ^f «« Cor- 
nelius Grogan^ of Johnstown, Bagenal ■ of 


of Si. ■ ■ ■ . • 

T.i.::, I'l ( Tff. -.v.-.s I.T-'jteiiant 

■ ■ i ( . I.' " ! I ..' 1 » winch 

In? deseitcd to Jeid the ittack on Piospcrous, 

in] .1 . 1 I 

I ^ 1 1 ' O II. i 

I. I ' i . . I • ' 1 

U ( (I . . , - I. , > v(<,- ! 

I , ( I I > .1 I. > . I I 

cho.s-ii 10 ml v;.u.’aii';v in I no J.f-instc-r 
liiivctnry, ru’c iicvnolds. ih-. Lsmniide mar- 

,.*,.^.1 I,.] .-lI fv,.. r.4. t^o'*>f-K.r^1nTvin'<Tr 


5, 1839, then the senior General in the 
service. M.P. for Banft’ from March, 1784, 
to 1788. 

3 Father Jolin Murphy, b, about 1765, a 
thorough ruffian; the worst possible speci- 
men of a reckless demagogue. He persuaded 
his infatuated followers that he was invul- 


nerable, and used to show them bullets which 

• • . -town, b. 

1726, executed June 28, 1798. A Pro- 
testant gentleman of large property, said 
to he \yorth 8000/. a-year. He was an 
old and timid man, and on his trial before 
the Court Martial endeavoured to show that 
’ \ < 1 ’ 1 ‘ ^ ' ’la’ll 

"i •••isL ii"’ ’ fr( IT- -A -r^ ■;■■ ■ ■ 

A i'-l Wf.’.'; i 


fell at tlie Dattle ot Arlclow. 

® Bagenal IJcauchumii riarvey, h. 1762, 
executed, in vii fue of iiu- .sentence of a Court 
Martial, June 27, 1798 ; m. 1796, Miss 
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Bagenalstown, Joliii Henry Colcliougli^ of Ballyteig, and Edward 
EitzgerakP of Newpark : tlie tkree last liad been previously arrested 
on suspicion of treason. Tlie evidence however failing, they wore 
set at liberty, but were soon found at the head of the insur- 
gents. d'b" tr'’-''-’- ".-- rs generally victorious, but in one instance 
they loss, tlirough the obstinacy and rashness 

of Colonel Walpole,-^ who, neglecting proper precautions, was at- 
tacked on liis march, and fell with upwards of one hundred men 
at Tubberneering. Gorey and Carlow also fell into the hands of 
the Eebels, but they were repulsed with immense slaughter at Hew 
lioss, after a conflict of ten hours ; the loss of the King’s troops 
did not exceed 250 men, but Lord Mountjoy,"* Colonel of the 
County of Dublin Militia, was among the slain. On the following 
day about 250 Protestants of both sexes and of all ages were 
murdered in cold blood at Scnllabogue in revenge for this defeat. 

On the 9th of June a body of nearly 30,000 men made a fuiious 
attack upon Arklow ; but General Needham ® had collected about 
1000 men, and, after a contest wKich lasted the whole day, the 
Eebels were defeated with great loss. This repulse gave a fatal 
blow to the insurrection in the south. 

In the noi-th the Eebels attacked Antrim on the 8th of June, 
and Lord O’Neil,® who resided in the immediate vicinity, was 


■■I'.;. ;;;; i -.v; ‘..ji i.-v 

I V , J ^ ,11 • 1 ... 

Ml ‘ % ; , . ■ . 


' .< i :.,;,-.- 1 • •. - I . ;• Cm ;-...,’.:., r ..-. 

. ' I \ • I t 

xTi/'a. xiu \v;i» till iiuiivf leader ot tlie 
rebels. 

- Edward Fitzgerald, of Newpark, a man 
of considerable property. He remained in 
arms some time, and did not snn-ender till 
July 12, 1799, when his life was spared on 
condition ot self-banibhmcnl. 

•’ (.olonol Lamb'”-*- ’r'•— J — ’ _ 

n A o 1-..'— .1. . ■ ■ 

I \ 
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Wallis, Esq. His first wife was sister to the 
Mp'-'ho” s. '•'f . 1 . 1, 1 , V . r . 
fnr : V.i--. , . I'! !l.. . ■ 1 


be-.-. r , " .11 

in ;• ‘- v. i;.'- I i - 1 

Loru iviountjoy held the lucrative patent 
- . M.P. 

' ■, . 1773 

till he was created a Peer. His son was 
made Earl of Blessington, 

® Major-General the Hon, Francis Need- 
ham, b. April 5, 1748, d. Nov. 21, 1832 ; 
m. Feb. 20, 1787, Anne, dau. of Thomas 
Fisher, Esq., of Acton. M.P. for Newry 
from Dec. 1806 till, on the death of his 
brother Robert, 11th Viscount Kilmorey, 
Dec. 14, 1818, he became 12th Viscount. 
Ma-le Earl of Fi?r.-. r.r.- ,T;-;i. 12. 1,=:22. A 
<.e;-.-.i: ; -:d CA,;;.: s-Ns i;: He 

ca;:-;.:, i a: 1 or': "'c-v,;-. i.. ■- -; Corn- 

Availlis. 

® John, 1st Viscount O’Neil, one of the 
very fe-w Irish Peers of Milesian e.vtraction 
who could ti'ace their descent fi’om the Kings 
of Ireland, b. 1739, died of his wounds 
June 17, 1798; m, Oct. 15, 1777, Hen- 
rietta, only child of Charles Viscount Dun- 
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dragg< 3 <l from Iiis liorse and murdered. On tlie 9tlr one skirmisli 
took ]>lace at Saiiitsfield, and anotlier, of a more serious nature, in 
the demesne of Lord Moira,’ but in both tbe troops were victorious, 
and many of tlie rebel leaders were seized and executed. Thougb, 
bitberto tbe royal arms bad been almost uniformly successful, tbe 
extent of tbe insurrection occasioned general alarm, wbicb was not 
diminislied by tbe departiue of Lady Camden® and many other 
ladies for England. Under these circumstances Ministers saw tbe 
necessity of uniting tbe civil and military authority in Ireland, and 
Lord Cornwallis was accordingly nominated to discharge! tbe 
double duty. He reached Dublin June 20,® and immediately 
entered upon bis office ; but the captiue of Wexford by General 
i\roore,^ on tbe 21st, and tbe total overthrow of tbe insurgents 
at Vinegar Hill relieved him from much of his anxiety.' These 
events indeed more properly belong to Lord Camdeu’s vieeroyalty, 
as ail tbe arrangements wore made during his administration. 

Lfjrd Cornwallis bad been armed with most extensive powers, 
and was authorised to grant an amnesty, almost upon any terms 


garvdi!, who pvedoceased his fathor, John, 
5th hiu'l of Cork, Creatud Lord O’Neii 
jNov. >i0, 1791}, uud made a Viscouut Oct, G, 
1795. W.P. for Uaudalstown, March, 1704, 
to 178:>, and then for the Comity of Antrim 
till he was made a Peer. As a Commoner 
he took a very activ'- jiart in Iri>h p.diliis, 
and was one of the di-i.aiiition who ia I7s9 
was commissioned to oio-r the uiueslrit-lvd 
llegcncy to the Prince of Wales, llis resi- 
dence, Shanes Castle, was always^ celebrated 

a part. Lord Mountjoy, whose death has 
just been mentioned, drew up, as a joke, a 
I f ■■oh ■ P (■' •-•iv..: ■ ** which 

1:.. aa.i iir.y an i.!.;! a: Irish 
habits: — 

“ Rrf.i'hdions In protnolc rcijulnrifi/ 

id l</iiincis i.'onUi', id Inc uiLCtiiiii fur fhu 
rcpn'srnt'il iini of ('i/rn'icliii!', A’or. ‘JO, 17S.5. 

“ 1. That no noise be made during the 
forenoon, for fear of wakening the compiany. 

“ ‘3, That there shall be no breakfast made 
after four o’clock in the afternoon, nor tea 
after one in the morning. 

“ 3. To inform any stranger who may 
come in at breakfast, that we are not at 
dinner. 

“ 4. That no person be permitted to go 


up their horses after four hours’ parmling 


before the ball door of the Castle. 

“ r>. That tliero shall be one complete 
hour between each meal, 

“ 8. Thiit supper may not bo called for 
till five minutes after llu* hisl gl.nss of i Imvt. 

“ 9. That no gentieuiiin be perniil.fod lo 
drink more than three bottles of hock at or 
after supper. 

“10, That all M.P.’s shall assemble on 
post-days in the coffee-room at four o’clock 
to frank letters,” 

1 This skinnish at P. .’I;, i.s 
memorated in the ‘ ' •.;:.”.liic.'5i.-i,' 9, 

1798:— 



That no town was so loyal as Ballynahinch.” 


2 Frances, dau. and sole heir of William 


3 The insnigents had on the day previous 
murdered the Protestants in W exford. 

Sir CmU!::' 5j!.d 'ih';;,!' 

son !>■■. M ■' /'■•.d.:i->,' 
b. Nov. 13, 1761, killed at the battle of 
Corunna, Jan. 16, 1809, unm. He served 
with much distinction in many campaigns. 
M.P. for the Selkirk Boroughs from May, 
1784, to .Tunc, 1790. 
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lie cliosG, and especially lie was to endeavour to repress, as far as 
possible, tlie spirit of vengeance, so generally engendered by civil 
war. The follovdiig correspondence wiU show bow anxious be was 
to carry out instructions so mucb in consonance with bis own 
feelings. 

Some idea of tbe ruin and desolation spread over tbe country 
may be formed from tbe fact that 1,230,000?. (about one-balf from 
tbe county of Wexford) was claimed as compensation for tbe pro- 
perty of loy.abi.st? destroyed, and a barge proportion of tbis sum was 
paid by a vnti; ni' ib-,' Irisii i*aflii!!ii<ri!i. 

The following anonymous letter, one of . 

Dublin Castle from tbe same individual, was ;; 
ary, 1798, to tbe Irisb Government. Tbe writer was evidently a 
spy upon those with whom be must have been in confidential 
communication, and it is here inserted as it gives some curious 
particulars about tbe Rebels. It has not been found possible to 
obtain information about several of tbe persons mentioned, nor 
to explain all the allusions. 

Tuesday, Feb. C. 

The Committee of Anecdote are coUecting piles of facts. 
Carlow has furnished two banging-matches, of which affidavits are 
made. Portarlington gives another act of tortoe by Casey, the 
magistrate who half strangled two — and on tbis fact an information 
is to be moved for in tbe King’s Bench immediately. 

A copy of Bird’s ' letter to the Lord Lieutenant is m p-r'-nrr+ir"-; 
for the press. Others from tbe same band will foUo^-, • I> 
mined (to adopt liis own expression) “ to let tbe cat out of tbe bag.” 
Tbe gaining over this man is undoubtedly a great acquisition. His 
lodgings are changed almost daily, and DowKng ^ tbe attorney only 
hi- ■■■' C-, ■■ .. . ement. 

i''!-, "I ■ i; ” increase rapidly — they have deter- 

mined to keep up a communication with tbe United Irislimen ” 
by delegates. I beard within tbis bonr that two bad arrived from 
Lord"" "" thct ■-r;-.: 'U'. 

‘ ■ ;■ ' i' i M'-.-rd-.. i-wbomyou enquired, has lately 

1 James Bird, a??as Smith, an Englishman, - ... -r. i.. .. ^ 

|iiiil>ably a doiiide spy. He swore infoima- an i . ■ ■ ■ . . ‘ 

tiovis against various pr-rsons, and ihcn do- Wol: ■ . ■ 

dined to repeat his evidence on tiie tri:ils. for him and his contederates. He was out- 
He then wrote to Mr. (Juolvi;, Ihreal.Aiing to lawed ly Ad ' P" ’ >1 

i.ae'.v, aud sent his letter to' ^ i',-. a, O’Coigley, 
■■■■■ I hi . .1 il-). 170 h who was convicted at Alaidstone. When 

for a conspiracy ; ■ seized at Margate, he went by the name of 

at the close of Ir.rf :.du.; i!.-:' Captain Jones, 

high treason. 
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r(4urnefl from Franco, in dress a la militaire, and passes as Captain 
Jones. He sent along message from N. Tandy ^ to Ms son; but 
the latter cautiously avoiiled giving Mm an interview. 

Wriglit, the surgeon ot Great Sheep Street, has had a long 
conversation uith J. Tandy, in which he urged him to send a paper 
Irom Wright to his father ; and this he did in such a manner as has 
created in Wright’s mind very strong doubts of his sincerity, indeed 
he conceives him to be a spy, and has resolved to avoid all future 
conversation with Mm. . . . 

The resolution unnuimonsly adopted by the Whig Club wdl 
j.rohahly vai>isl!. j-'i.’ • W- : ' i-> h ?!'■' Hst meeting, 

and they adjourned vi: ■ y !■ J . - for want of 
Members. 

Of M‘Dermot, who shot the woman in Thomas Street, it is said 
that ho is the principal witness against the artillery soldiers who 
conspired to blow up Athlone — against Mm there will be a very 
serious prosecution. 

There will also be an immediate prosecution, by information, 
against Casey the magistrate of I*oi-tarliiiglon. Thu two men whom 
he hung up and cut down have made affidavits. 

Nothing has come from the Great Nation for some time back ; 
but the last communication from that quarter contained repeated 
assurances that ‘invasion should follow invasion, though defeat 
succeeded defeat, until Ireland was completely free.” 

Monday ® I expect wiU. make me acquainted with much material 
matter. You shall have it most minutely. 

As to the system, the Societies are increasing rapidly and the 
upper classes are coming in ; but this will be subject, in part, for 
Monday. 

J. W. 


1 James Napper Tandy, b. 1740, d. a 
General of Brigade in the French service 
Aug. 24, 1803, a Protestant gentleman of 
.'•I!:, 'ill v.-ho fove'-d i;:'-) noit.- 



tlnt he po<'sesbed iniiuenre without rank or 
I .-ip n il V. .-i’.l j;.!:'-.- ’ r-’. . '-ritv •.v;U!r--;f .■■■■■■v 


founders of the Unit' ! Si.i-i.--y. uhi-t 

he became acqiiain'c.! viili V. .-I:’- 'i'!: -. 
Soon after, his treasoniible practices became 
known to the Government, .and he thought 
it advisable to fly, first to Hamburgh, then. 


in 1795, to America, and thence to France, 
Having gone a second time to Hamburgh, he 
was there arrested at Sir Jaine.s Crawford’s 
demand, and sent as a prisoner to Ireland. 


was allowed to leave the counti-y soon after. 
Sub.-. ■ will show how contempt- 

ready he was to all-u.- i.ii'i l<; ■i-:'; 
country. 

® If he did give fm'ther information on 
that Monday, the documents are lost. 
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Right Hoh. W. Pitt to Marquis Corxwallis. 

My dear Lord, House of Commons, Thursday, ^ past 5. 

I have not tad a moment since I received your Lordsliip’s 
most welcome letter ttis morning, or I sliould sooner tave expressed 
tow much pleasure it gave me. I will not jiresume to say how 
much I feel myself obliged to you for such a mark of your con- 
fidence in the present Government. You tave in my opinion 
conferred the most essential obligation on the pubtc, which it can 
perhaps ever receive from the services of any individual. 

I shall be happy to be honoured with your Lordship’s commands 
as soon as you retm-n from Suffolk. 

You will, I trust, excuse the haste in which I am obliged to 
write this note. I could not delay till a more convenient time 
expressing what I feel on a subject so titeresting to me. 

I am, &c., 

W. Pitt. 


BIarquis Cornwallis to BIajor- General Ross. 


Dear Ross, Whitehall, June 12, 1798, 

There are accounts to-day of an insurrection in Antrim, 
and Lord Camden seems to have no doubt tliat the evil will spread. 
I shall set out for Ireland on Satm-day, at least I see nothing at 
present to provent it. nud should be glad to see you, if you can 
possibly coiijv! lip. P( llij!iii ^ wiU go if his health will permit, and 
Brownrigg ' li:i- pvoMiis.-d me to ask the Duke of York to let me 


have Captain Taylor,® with whom 

1 ni;4lit TIon. TlioniJis ri;lh.am, nflav wards, 
Jan. H, iind Earl of (fliichpsfor, K 

April 2, 1756, d. July 4, 1826 ; m, .Tune 
14, 180i, Henrietta Juliana, dau. of Francis, 

5th 

the ' . ■ ■ ■ 

in b ■ ■ ■■ 

and ,j. ■ ■ . . 

.Secretaiy of State July 30, 1801, to Aug. 
1803, and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster to June, 1804. Postmaster-General 
fi'om April, 1807, till his death. M.P. in 
Ireland for Carriek 1782, Armagh 1795 ; 
and in England for Sussex from Oct, 1780 
till summoned to the House of Lords as Lord 

PallinTn. .Tnno. 1801. B’/,,. cnr«o 


was now thought .TAlvisable to be prepared 


he is very sorry to part, but 

with a successor in the event of Mr. Pelham 
being unable to resume his ofBce, and a ne- 
gociation was entered into with Mr. Thomas 
Grenville; hut before Mr. Pelham actually 
resigned (Nov. 2) Lord Gastlereagh had 
proved himself so efficient that the Chief 


year, 

2 r*-! — 1. -rx j- c’--- 


Esq., of that island, and 2nd, June 27, 
1810, Sophia, dau. of Rev. Dr, Bissett of 
Knighton. 

3 Captain, afterwards Lieut. -General, Sir 
Herbert Taylor, G.C.B., Colonel 85th Regt., 
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wlio will, liG says, bo a treasure to me. Maelood begs bard to go 
for a mouth or six weeks, aiul assures me the business will be so 
conducted as not to suffer by his absence. I have told him that 
ho must obtain the consent of the Duke of York and Sir William 
ITowo. I should certainly be very glad to have liim. The Guards 
embarked last niglit,’ and have, I hope, sailed this day. 

I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


MapvQUIs Cornwalijs to Lieut.-Coloxel Macleob. 

DeAE MaCLEOD, Whitehall, Jiine 18, 1798. 

I am just returned from the King’s Closet, and have stated 
to him your earnest wish to be allowed to accompany me to Ire- 
land, for a certain time at least, and the di!.sir(3 i\hich I felt of 
availing myself of your sendees. His Majesty expressed himself to 
bo highly j)leasod vdth your zealous offer, and to be much disposed 
to gratify both you and me, by complying with your request, but 
he added, that lie was apprehensive the service here must greatly 
suffer hy the absence of the public officer,^ and lie desired me to tell 
him fairly, whether that would not be the case. 

Called upon in this manner for my opinion, I could not help 
admitting that the service here must he liable to some inconvenience 
from yonr absence, upon which His Majesty desired me not to press 
him further on the subject. 

I am sincerely sorry for this disappointment, on your account 
as w’oll as my own, but on reflecting coolly on the business, I must 
confess I think the King is in the right. 

Believe me, &c., 

CoENWALLIS. 


reading, evmy paper, however secret, passed 
J., TT|' OCCll- 

jj V.,-.- 1 - S;. (.'i.; from 

Feb. 1819 till his death, and M.P. for 
IViiidscr from :jT:.ivh, 1890, to Feh. 1823. 

^ The oi'd Uatiaiioii oi' the 1st, the 1st 
Battalion of the Coldstream, and the 1st 
Battalion of the 3i’d Guards, left London on 
the 10th, under the command of Major- 
General Stanwix. These same hatfcxlions 
embarked in 1854 for tlie Crimea, 

® Colonel Macleod was Deputy Adjutant- 
General uf Artillery. 


and First and Principal A.D.C. to the King. 
h. Sept. 29, 1779, d. :it Home Airil ‘jii! 
18;!9; m, Oct. 5, 1819, Oliarii.Uc Albima, 
dau. of ; , 

Vicc-Ch. ■ ■ ; 

hert was A.D.C. to the Lhike of York in his 
I- a Iriv.!.’ ■ in Holland 

':-v ■ m i c ^ . 

post of Plivate Sf'CjeUry to George III., 
whose blindness rendering him incapable of 
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Marquis Coestwallis to the Dure of Poetlano. 

My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, June 21, 1798. 

I arrived yesterday in the afternoon, and found General Lake’s 
arrangements were made for attacking tlie Eebels at Wexford tins 
morning at daybreak, wkick rendered it unnecessary for me to 
think of jirocee^ng immediately to join the army. 

From the very ojiportune arrival of the troops from England 
at Waterford, I trust there can be no doubt of General Lake’s 
complete success. 

There has been an inconsiderable rising between Bandon and 
Cloghnakilty, but the Eebels were soon routed and dispersed ; I 
have heard that the object was only to rescue some prisoners, which 
is a practice not unusual in this country. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Lieut. -General Lake. 

Dear Sir, Dublin Castle, June 22, 1798. 

I have this instant received your letter from Bnniscorthy,^ 
wliich has afforded me the greatest satisfaction, and I request that 
you will assiue the officers and soldiers under your command, 
that I am fully sensible of their meritorious and gallant conduct on 
this occasion. 

I trust that before this letter reaches you, the town of Wex- 
ford ® will have surrendered to you on the terms which you have so 
justly and properly demanded, and which it is so necessary for the 
future : ( ::■■■ ■ 1 -.ff- -. f this country that you should obtain. 

I ■' J - i '• i’i .:•*■■■ I !■ my sincere congratulations on your 
success, and am, (fee., 

CORWALLIS. 


■ F.ur.i?:-r.Ihv hr.J T-rr-r in the hands of 
tip - .;’i‘ ■ i . f -. ■“ V- 

[I. NS. s'l (-■ ■> ■’! , 

'I'., w.iu !>'>,000 men in 

toui’ columns, which wore to Laye assailed 
the position himultaneonsly; but Ocner.-il 
Needham was acciiieutdly dolaj'od, and the 
Eebels, who made a feeble resistance, were 


action lasted some hours, the loss of the 
King’s troops was very small: only one 
oflicer killed, and four wounded. The loss 
of the Rebels was rery lai’ge, and their 
defeat fatal to their cause. 

® Wexford was retaken by the King’s 
troops .Tune 21. It had been in possession 
of llie li'ohtils since May 30. 
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Viscount Gastlereagii to Lieot.-General Sir James Steuart,* Bart. 
glUj Dublin Castle, June 25, 1798. 

. . . His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant highly ap- 

ynxivos of yonr issuing the most positive orders against the infliction 
of jmiiisliiiLcnt n in lev any pretence whatever, not authorized by the 
orders of a General Officer, in pursuance of the sentence of a general 
Court Martial.® ... I have the honour to be, &c., 

Oastleeeagh. 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 


]\fY Lord, Dublin Castle, June 27, 1798. 

I have the honour of inclosing to your Grace the copies of a 
message ® wliicli I have this day sent to both Houses of Parliament, 
also of the addresses which in consequence thereof, and of my 
arrival here, have been unanimously passed by the Lords and 
Commons, and I am to request you will lay the same before Has 
Majesty. 

The address to H. M. was moved in the House of Lords by the 
Lord Chancellor,'^ and in the House of Commons by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer,^ seconded by the Honom*able Mr. Trench.® The 


* Lieat.-General, afterwards General, Sir 
James Stuart, of Coltriess, 4tli Bart., Colonel 
of 2nd Di'agoons, b. Ang., 1744, d. Aug. 
12, 1889 ; in, . ■ . ‘ . 

Blacker, Esq., ' . 

county of Lanark from 1784 to 1802. He 
died the senior General in the sunice. His 
father %vas at Culloden, and obliged to expa- 
triate himself, 

^ Several cases had occurred in which 
officers of very inferior rsidc, iiUistly in the 
militia and yeomanry, had, without lir-st 
rejiorting to the Generals commanding, ear- 
ned into effect the severe and sometimes 
unjust sentences of Courts Martial. 



i.o.-i rirV_ii.i.o=-, < r-.:;!.; ;1 

i'l. LV- .i. I li Pv- L 

:Ji. I7u,‘. ii. !7I'.,', (i. -j.";. .cOl’: 

m. juiy i, i7oo, Anne, dau. of Richard 
C’ ■ ’ ’V’ ’ . " " Whaley Abbey. 

. 29, 1783, and 
< . , . ■ . M.P, for the 

: ■■ ■ ■ ‘[arch, 1778, to 


1783, and for Kilmallock from 1783 till he 

' ' 3 II, Bart., d. 

I . . i , i ' • dau. of the 

Right Hon. Sir Arthur Brooke, Bart., of 
Colebrooke. Commissioner of Revenue Dec. 
5, 1780; Chancellor of o- 

1785, and dismissed .Tar. .. 
for the Queen’s County from 1783 till his 
death. Tic was great-ncqdiew to Parnell t.b.e 
poet. His oldest sou was a cripple of imbe- 
cile miiid, and bis esLites were by Act of 
I’arliaincnl sellled upon bis second sou Ilciii'v, 
■aft . is L- : :■ i - u. 

J: '•-i.Vj- ; ■■■■• -' I'Ord 

( i,5,i;:r i (.' .:.;,i vl from 

May 31, 1804, to Feb. 12, 1806. After- 
wards i-m; vurious diplomatic mis- 

sions, .■■.-.■L ■:i..dr- (<.(".!’>. Created an Eng- 
lish Bai’on Aug. 4, 1815, and a Viscount 
Hoy. 17, 1824. M.P. fi- N I - 
vady from April, 1796, ' 1 , u i ’ 

Galway County till he ■ i ' 1 1 

Peei-age, April 27, 1805. 
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addresses to myself were moved in the House of Lords by the 
Marquis of Waterford,^ and in the Commons by Mr. Parnell/ who 
was seconded by Mr. Bushe.® The utmost warmth was expressed 
by the Chancellor, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as well of 
gratitude for the effectual exertions of Great Britain, as of indig- 
nation against those few persons who in the British Parliament 
have endeavoured to justify the present rebellion, and to im|)ute it 
to the conduct of the Irish Parliament and Government, and the 
Chancellor intimated that he should fiu’ther notice this conduct on 
a future day.'* 

A resolution was unanimously passed in the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to enable His Majesty to afford relief to loyalists who 
have suffered by the rebels. The amount of the loan was 100,000?. 
The vote for regulating the English militia while serving in Ireland 
passed both Houses, and is transmitted by the messenger who 
oan-ies this despatch. I p^ve the honom-, &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 


[Private.] 

My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, June 28, 1798. 

Prom the number of days which have passed since my land- 
ing in this country, your Grace might naturally expect some 
confidential communfcation of my thoughts on the present state of 
affau’S. But as you wiU have received the most ample information 
of every hind from Lord Camden, with whose general sentiments I 


perfectly concur, and who from 


18, 1769, Elizabeth, only dau. of Henry 
Monck, Esq., of Charleville. Created Lord 
■ ■ ” ’ \ 17?". He was 

i '■ . ■ ly, whose 

influence in Ireland was for many years pre- 
dominant. 

® H(!iiry Parnell, 2nd .son of Sir John 
Parnell, erealed Lord Coiigleton Aue. 20, 
184-1, h. July 1776, d. June 8, '18-12; 
m. Fob. 4, 1801, Carolina Eiizaboth, dau. of 
Jobu, 1st Earl of Portarlington. M.P. for 
Maryborough from 1797 to the Union; for 
Portarliuglon in 18(i2, but vacated the seat 
in Oreember following; for the Queen’s 
County from Jan. 1806 till Dec. 1862, 
when, wiLhoiit a struggle, he gave way to a 
demagogue named I.alor ; for Dundee" from 


3 experience is more able to give 

Ajiril, 1833, till he was created a Peer. 
Secretary at War fi'om April 4, 1831, to Feh. 
], 1832. 

3 Mr., afterwards Right Hon. Charles 
Kendal Bushe, h. Jan. 13, 1767, d. July 
10, 1843; m. Dec. -i-u. 

John ■ ■■ ■■ ■ . 

Made - ■ . ■ ■ . . 

same ^ ■■ - ' : which 

office he held till Feh. 22, 1822, when he 
was promoted to he Chief Justice of the 
King’s Bench ; resigned Nov. 10, 1841. 
M.P. for Callan 1796, vacated April, 1799 ; 
for Donegal Borough Jan. 1800 to the Union. 

Lord Clare alluded to Lord Moira, who 
had made a violent attack on the Irish Go- 
vernment in the English House of Lords, 
Nov. 22, 1797, and in the Irish, Feb. 19, 
1798. 
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a detailed account of tlie situation of Ireland than myself, I shall 
not enter into a discussion of the subject until I am better prepared. 

The accounts that you see of the numbers of the enemy 
destroyed in every action, are, I conclude, greatly exaggerated ; from 
my own knowledge of military affairs, I am sure that a very small 
proportion of them only could be killed in battle, and I am much 
afraid that any man in a brown coat who is found within several 
mdes of the field of action, is butchered without discrimination. 

It shall be one of my first objects to soften the ferocity of our 
troops, which I am afraid, in the Irish corps at least, is not confined 
to the private soldiers. 

I shall immediately authorize the General Officers in the different 
districts which have been the seat of warfare, to offer (with certain 
exce23tions) to the deluded wretches who are still wandering about 
in considerable bodies, and are committing still greater cruelties 
than they themselves suffer, the permission of returnmg quietly to 
then homes, on their delivering up their arms, and taking the oath 
of allegiance, and I shall use my utmost exertions to siq-ii'a-r-'s the 
folly which has been t-' ' :• i’:'' quarter, of stiii-iiiniiiig 
the word QathoUcism i .-! • ' .J.-?-- as the foundation of the 

present rebellion. p j^ave, &c., 

, * Cornwallis. 

Ma-rquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss, Dublin Castle, July 1, 1798. 

You see that our .success has hitherto been almost uninter- 
rupted, and if we can defeat or disperse a party of the vagabonds 
who are assembled in the Wicklow Mountains, I think our civil war 
win, for the present, be nearly at an end, but we shall have made 
no progress towards permanent peace. 

I am not prepnrod to say . anything satisfactory either about 
measures or j )< ■()] > I o. Lord Buckingham dined with me yesterday, 
and is all goodness and friendship. He talks most affectionately 
of you and Mrs. Boss. Duiidas Avroto to me to know whether we 
wanted all the regiments they were sending to us, and I have in 
answer assured him that in my opinion we had not the least oc- 
casion for them, and that the Bucks and Warwickshire were 
perfectly sufficient, unless a Drench force should invade us. The 
violence of om: fiiends, and theh foUy in endeavouring to make it 
a religious war, added to the ferocity of our troops who delight 
in murder, most powerfully counteract aU plans of conciliation. 

2 A 2 
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Tlie life of a Lord-Lientenant of Ireland comes up to my idea 
of perfect misery, but if I -. r the great object of 

consolidating the British Empire, I shad ue sufficiently repaid. 

I am inteiTupted. God bless you. 

Believe me, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
[Private and Confidential.] 


My Lord Dublin Castle, July 8, 1798. 

I not only wish to take the earliest opportunity of giving 
eveiy light to His Majesty’s confidential servants on the present 
state of om' affairs, but to put them in possession of the host opinions 
wMch I have yet been able to form for extricating tliis country 
from the immediate danger with which it is threatened. 

No actual force at this moment exists in arms against us, except 
in the county of Wicklow and the northern boundary of Wexford, 
and in the county of Kddare, and borders of the counties of Meath 
and Dublin. 

In the former the Eebels act sometimes in small parties, but 
often in a considerable body, amounting, I believe (after due 
allowance for exaggeration) to at least five thousand men, the 
greater part of whoi#are armed only with pikes : the difficulty of 
coming up with an army of this kind without artillery and baggage, 
in that wild and mountainous country, has Mtherto prevented 
our striking any serious blow, and the ignorance of our officers 
who have commanded small detachments, has afforded the Eebels 
some encouraging advantages ; I am however at present arranging 
a plan of attacldng them, which I hope will succeed so far as to 
disperse them, and to intimidate them so much as to prevent 
their assembling again in ^eat numbers, which wiU to a certain 
degree have its effect in encouraging our friends and disheartening 
our enemies throughout the whole country ; but I am not so 
sanguine as to hope to reduce the county of Wicklow to a peace- 
able state in a short time by force of arms. 

The warfare in Kildare .-rd b-rd---’’ of Meath is 

conducted on the part of < ■■■■■■ b.' !■'. small parties, 

wliich attack escorts and detachments, burn houses, , murder those 
who will not join them, and retire to the bogs. 

The rest of Ireland may, I am afraid, be rather said to be in a 
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state of present inactivity tlian of any friendly or even peaceable 
intentions towards ns. 

The Irisb militia are totally witliout discipline, contemptible 
before the enemy when any serious resistance is made to them, but 
ferocious and cruel in the extreme when any poor wretches either 
with or without arms come within their power ; in short murder 
appears to be their favourite pastime. 

Under these ch’cumstances I conceive it to be of the utmost 
advantage that we should put an end to hostilities, provided that 
measure can be effected by the submission, delivery of arms, and 
apparent penitence of the Eebels, w^ho have been defeated in every 
action of consequence, who have lost many leaders by the hands of 
the executioner, and who, ffom all accounts, are in general heartily 
tired of the business in which they are engaged. 

The proclamation ^ chculated by the Generals commanding in 
those districts which either are or have been in a state of insur- 
rection, has, by the reports which I have received, been attended 
with considerable effect, but it ha- r.->-r 1 to m’e that the 
greater number dare not desert :*) !•. ; •!■ h- ■ have it in their 

power to destroy them ff they should return to their houses, and 
these leaders are rendered desperate, by not having a hope held out 
to them that even their lives would be spared. 

The term leader is indefinite, and it would not be easy to 
substitute any other denomination of persons for proscription, that 
would not, at least to the feelmgs of a guilty conscience, include 
every factious agitator of the present times. ' 

In the prod run a < ion of goa--;-.'! j -‘i Ihr.- the country, 

which !iii Vi,' liou- a-kcd l«-i!ve !'■ !li- 'L:'- -i' !.. I -■■me (with the 
full approbation and concmTe ■ • f i i :!■ I propose to 
exclude from security of life, only those who have been guilty of 
cool and deliberate murder, and to leave the leaders liable to 
banishment for such term as the -■■■fvp. (P.. = Lay require, to 

be extended -in some iostances to o'i- : and it is pro- 

posed, after the report of a Secret Committee shall have been 
received, to require the surrender of three or four of the ,most 

still assembled to surrender themselves and 
their ai-ms, and to abandon their leaders 
within fourteen days. To all who would 
thus acknowledge t’’.eir cruilt, ard r.’y-.r-e f'r 
the future any u ■;! ■ ; ; '..i v. ::ii 

their oath of a'.i-.v c,..-;. ■: ■■ 

, '.r.- i commonly called 


^ This proclamation set forth, that al- 
though His Majesty’s Generals had it in 
’ : 1 ' ” who had 

• Govern- 


■.niiTorous mac 


• forcea trom 
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1 dangerous persons, who are now supposed to be out of the country, 

i mtliin a reasonably limited time under pain of an Act of Attainder, 

f The process in Parliament wiU not, as I am assured, require 

? aliove a fortnight’s time, and I then propose to prorogue, for 

5 although it is the msh of eYeryone here to continue sitting and to 

I pass Acts of Attainder, I am veiy sure, even if they could get a 

|l • reasonable attendance, which the military duty of the Members 

I renders impossible, tliat they are nc ' t r, t"nper to con- 

i duct a business of that nature with ■ ■ j ‘i ■■ ■ ■ ■■ or utility to 

i tlie state. 

I The principal persons of tliis country, and the Members of both 

I Houses of Parliament, are, in general, averse to all acts of clemency, 

and although tliey do not express, and perhaps are too much heated 
to see the ultimate effects which their violence must produce, would 
pursue measures that could only terminate in the extirpation of the 
greater number of the inhabitants, and in the utter destruction of 
the country. The words Papists and Priests are for ever in their 
mouths, and by their unaccountable poh’cy they would drive four- 
hfths of the community into irr(;coiicilabIo rebellion ; and in their 
warmth they lose sight of the real cause of the present mischief, of 
that deep-laid conspiracy to revolutionize Ireland on the principles 
of Prance, which ' ' • -I-. 1 and by wonderful assiduity 

brought nearly to ■■ • • = . . I \ ■ • •••■ • ii • had no thought of religion 

but to destroy it, and who knew how to turn the passions and 
prejudices of the different sects to the advancement of their horrible 
plot for the introduction of that most dreadful of all evils, a Jacobin 
revolution. 

I had written thus far, when I received the honour of your 
Grace’s private and confidential letter dated the 4th instant, and am 
happy to find the sentiments of His Majesty’s confidential servants 
so much in imison with those which I have above expressed, and I 
shall immediately consider the means of carrying the measures 
which they propose into effect, with as little deviation as local cir- 
cumstances and the temper of the times will admit. 

I should be very ungi-ateful if I did not acknowledge the 
obligations which J. owe to Lord Castlereagh,’^ whose abilities, temper, 

^ IJobovt, Viscount Cjust]pytnL:li, K.fi., nfinr- 
’vvfi'.-iis, .Ai'ii-il S, iri'il, 2i!ii J!iinii!i.s ot’Loii- 
iloiiJpny, b. July 18, 17G0, d. Aisir. 12, 

1822; m. Jan. 9, 1794, Emily, dau. and 
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1 and judgment, have been of the greatest use to me, and who has on 

‘ every occasion shown his sincere and unprejudiced attacliment to 

I the general interests of the British Empire, 

I I have, &c., 

I Cornwallis. 

i 

j The Duke of Portland had written on the 4th of July, “I 

I submit to your Excellency’s better judgment, the propriety of 

' passiug an act of grace, extending to all seditions, &c., committed 

previous to a day to be named, with man}' exceptions.” 

I The second proclamation of general piirdon, referred to in the 

foregoing letter, does not appear to have been issued ; but for it, 
was substituted a Bill of pardon, leSs favourable to the Eebels than 
the proclamation would probably have been. A message was sent 
by Lord Cornwallis to the House of Commons on the 3.7th, and to 
the House of Lords on the 19th of July, stating that a Bill with the 
. royal sign manual, would shortly be presented, granting, with cer- 
tain exceptions, a general pardon to the Rebels. The details of the 
conspiracies were also to be laid upon the table,’ and the Lord 
I Lieutenant expressed his conviction that Parliament would adopt 

' such measures as circumstances appeared to render necessary:. He 

further recommended that the loyalists should ro'^'^ive 
for tlieh losses, and declared that the miliii:,-} .. iili l.iid 

orders to proceed with vigour. 

All Bills reversing attainders or granting pardon must receive 
the royal signature before they are submitted to Parliament, and as 
no siil»sr'(|iie;ii Ml(,i:r!tlioii.s Cini be made, every detail must previously 
be most carefully considered. So many objections and difficulties 
were raised in jEngland, that much time was occupied in their 
discussion, and the Bill did not receive the royal assent until 
October 6, the last day of the session. One peculiarity attending 
tliis act of grace was, that it was gTanted pendhig the rebellion. 

The exceptions ® iu this act of pardon were so numerous, that 

1 These papers were referred to the Secret 
Committees. 

the ■ . , ■ ■ - I 

sent . ... 

was . ■ ■ : ■ . . . . ■ 

a cl . ■ ' 

'■.I'.'e.i tJie highest 

'j iK. werr:--.--.]! v'v- 

= I. ITf-.'i. o.- 


Boroughbridge and Plympton to 1812; again 


The only other members of the House of 
Commons who, during apei’iod of 150 years, 
have been Knights of the Garter are — Sir 
Robert , T.: '.ri \ ■•lb. and Lord Pal- 
merston. I. first contest 

for Down in 1790 lasted 42 days, and cost 
GOjOOOi:. The poll was— 

Hull. Avihuv Hill (Lord Downshivc) 3534 
Hon. IJ. Skwart (Lord C'astlr-roiigh) 3114 


Hon. Pdward Ward .. .. 7.2958 

(hx'vgc iMallhews 222.3 


i 
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few of those who had taken any active part in the rebellion, were 
bp-:n:6li:il b\- opomtion. hnt wore oompellofl to apply individually 
ibi- jinnlo;;. whioii w:.s ^eliluni n Notwithstanding 

ihe os:c-!ii ■ie!i ol'so aiiiny classo-^ oi' p.;rs('!;s ^^t was considered 

a great boon, as it relieved from the terror of the law most of the 
inferior rebels, who, had they been driven to desj^air, might have 
become formidable as banditti.^ 


Marquis Coritwallis to Major-General Ross. 


Dear Boss, Dublin Castle, July 9, 1798, 

Although there is no en§my here to oppose a large body of 
our troops in the field, we are stiU engaged in a war of plunder and 
massacre, but I am in great hopes that partly by force, and partly 
by conciliation, we shall bring it to a speedy termination. The 
minds of the principal people here are much heated, and I must 
confess not without reason, but the Chancellor and the Speaker® 
have agreed to everything that I proposed, and I have no doubt 
that the Members of Parliament will easily be persuaded to do what 


teers or yeomen who administered illegal 
( '’ 1 1 ’ 1 'i 1 '1 ouemy ; all 


wui ' I ■■ . I '• conspired 

.;li 1.;.- o executive, 




within a time to he fixed by the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant; all attainted, or to he during the 
session attainted, for high treason; all who, 
since Nov. 1797, had oflended against the 


conduct ; and, iastiy, 31 persons excepted by 
name. 

1 Four other Bills connected with the re- 


Maccan. The latter established himself at 
Altona, where several years later he met 
Thomas Campbell, who made him the sub- 
ject nf bi’s poem the ‘ Exile of Erin — 


pairing 


2 Right Hon, John Foster, b. Sept. 28, 


ties, all communication between any persons 
residing in Ireland and those who had been 
banished ; and making the return to Ireland 
after sentence of transportation by a court- 



till May 4, 1784, when he was made Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in Ireland, which 
’ ' ' ’ . ■ " 5, upon being 

' ■ of Commons. 

I ■■ 

h' , : ■ ■ . ; .... 


i-M!.: A: "il ;o ila 

English parliaments from 1769 till July 17, 
1821, when he was created Lord Oriel in 
England. 
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is proper. I am heartily vexed at the state of things in the Medi- 
terranean,^ and do not see how we are to extricate ourselves. Of 
all the situations which I ever held, the present is, by far, the most 
intolerable to me, and I have often withhi this last fortnight wished 
myself back in Bengal. But having got into the scrape, I am 
sensible that it is foolish to complain, and that it is now my business 
to get through it with as much credit as I can. 

I have every reason to be higHy satisfied with Lord Castlereagh, 
who is really a very uncommon young man, and possesses talents, 
temper, and judgment suited to the highest stations, without preju- 
d '-', I that are not directed to the general benefit of 
;■ ■■ . :. :!j i:v-. Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-Gineral Ross. 

Beak Boss, Dubllu Castle, July 13, 1798. 

I shall send you a few lines whenever I have five minutes 
to spare, witliout havmg anything particular to communicate, as is 
at present the case. Our war is reduced to a predatory system in 
the inountains of Wicklow ® and the bogs of Kildare, in the latter 
of wliich counties, under the fostering hand of Lord Edward Fitz- 
gerald, and the countenance which it received from Ms weak bro- 
ther of Leinster,® rebellion has taken the deepest root. The num- 
bers in each quarter are, horn the best accounts that I receive, 
very small ; they have very few arms, and, except as a band of 
cruel robbers, house-burners, and murderers, are very contemptible. 
Then.’ importance, however, is puriW)>oly oxn ggerated by those who 
wish to urge Government to ilsi,' comiini<>iu-c of violent measures, 
or, according to a fasMonable phrase of some men of great conse- 
quence here, to Tceep Cfovernment up to th&ir traces. I apprehend 
that I am suspected of not being disposed to set niy nock stoutly 
to the coUar. . 

I have been perfectly chcumspeet in every word that I have 
uttered, but I have been under the necessity of acting from a con- 
viction that, as far as it concerns the great mass of the deluded 
people, amnesty is more likely to succeed than exthpation; and 

Malta had been talien by Bonapai-te on 
the 12th of Jinie. 

2 In a letter to Mr. Wichham, dated July 
9, Mr. Cooke says, “I -o 

tnoch olistiiiaoy. 1';..: i. s ib- 

initted at once i.-; C - i-.t:!. T.iO p iii.-:. 
fanatics are hardly to be subdued at all. 


T’l, — mountains ‘ The . 


creation. 
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even in respect to tlie leaders of small note, to suggest tliat banish- 
ment for seven or ten years would 'answer all the purposes to the 
State of banishment for life or hanging, which latter is the most 
favourite Idnd of punishment. 

My sentiments have coincided with those of the British Cabinet 
and with those of the Chancellor, whose character has been much 
misrepresented in England. Almost all the other principal political 
characters here are absurdly violent. Lord Castlereagh is a very 
able and good young man, and is of great use to me; I doubt 
much, from what I have heard, whether I should not go on full as 
well with him as with Pelham. I shall, however, give no public 
opinion on that head, and let the business take its chance. 
Excuse my leaving off abruptly. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Eight Hon. Lodge Moeres‘ to the Duke op Portland. 


My Lord, July u, ms. 

I have the honour to acknowledge your Grace’s favour of 
tlie 4th instant. 

I have always looked up to you for every virtue that could 
adorn the most exalted character, and have ever found them in 
yoiur possession ; and to be esteemed the attached and unalterable 
friend of your Grace is the highest satisfaction of my heart; in 
that light I offered my services to Lord Camden, and relinquished 
my party and broke them up ; I showed the Opposition of Ireland 
when and where to stop, and I succeeded ; the value of my friend- 
ship was so far estimated that I was desu-ed to name my objects, 
which I did ; they were a Commissionerslxip of the Treasury and a 
Peerage, and they were acceded to. 

When a vacancy happened I voi? prr.=-rd by his Excellency to 
accept the latter, which having (icciiur.'il, lii,.- was then for the first 
time pleased to think they wer^ ; Lut Mr. Pelham 

encouraged me to believe that ■ ' ' ■■v.. - ’■ !■: be got over with 

your Grace’s assistance; I am therefore obliged most reluctantly 


1 Right Hon. Lodge Morres, b. Jan. 26, 
1747, d. Sept, 21, 1822; m. 1st., Jan, 
1771, Miny. o„,) 

Esq., of . . . ■ . ■ 

riiie, dau. ..... 

Bellingli! . , ' . . 

Office frs ■ ■ ; . . ■ ■ 

Permit ■ ' . . 


lyftQ. rY."''rt a .-ho’-f lime in 1796, 
.' ; V. r Innistiogue, 
■1 ■ ’ . ' ' . ' ' ' ‘ ’ uch, until the 

i I. II . . V .f! 

tics, ana, i:.. ■ ■■■■.- ■. iv c ■■ : ■ ; i : 
taiy caree*. 1 ~ . i,.- 

party. 

Li . f'.j ".I a;! ii c. i''’ otter was 

: a, i he was, 

■ ■ ■ ■ " -Jan, 22, 
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to renew mv ^ov your interference. In order to do 

away tlie [■ v ■■ ■ ■' i ' ■■■ ' be insisted on, I am ready to agree 

to any reasonable exchange of office whenever it can be procured, 
I plead 28 years’ services in the House of Commons, the engage- 
ments of the Duke of Entland and Lord Fitzwilliam,^ yonr Grace’s 
and Mr. Pelham’s partiality. I am prepared to bring a friend into 
the House of Commons to supply my place, but still something 
more is demanded, which I am not at liberty to mention,^ but 
which when you shall be informed of, I entreat to be allowed to 
reply to before I have the misfortune to lose my rank in the 
present promotion. I am to observe no other person brings in a 
friend to supply his place but myself. 

I have the honour, &c.; 

Lodge Moeebs. 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke op Portland. 


My LoED, Dublin Castle, July 15, 1798. 

... I inclose to yoim Grace a copy of the message which 
I propose to send to both Houses of Parliament on Tuesday next, 
and which will, I trust, appear to you to be written in perfect con- 
formity with the spirit of your private and confidential letter of the 
4th instant. The Chancellor entirely approves of the message, and 
although the feeling of some of the most violent may at first revolt 
against any measure of amnesty to rebels, I can entertain no doubt 
that it will be received without much opposition, and perhaps it 
will be rather desirable to have some debate. 

It would greatly strengthen oim cause if we could venture to 
allow the whole or any part of the correspondence with France to 


1 William, 4th Earl Fitzwilliam in Ireland 
and 2nd in England, h. May 30, 1748, d, 
Feb. 8, 1833; m. 1st, July 11, 1770, 
Charlotte, dau. of William 2nd Earl of Bess- 
borough, and 2nd, July 21, 1823, Louisa, 
dau. of Richard 3rd Viscount Molesworth, 
and widow of William 1st Lord Ponsonby. 
Appointed Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland Dec. 
10, 1794, but removed in the following 
M:.;*:; P .y P.bM-y of 1795). 

! i-i V'/vi' i i !f with Mr. 

Grattan an; ’ ' ■’ 

dismissed, ■ 



Beresford from the offices he held. The 
maimer was so offensive, and the language 
Lord Fitzwilliam used in writing to Lord 


Carlisle on the subject so strong, that Mr. 
Beresford called him out soon after the re- 
turn of P-..: ff-mw to Thvv 

June 26. ■■.■i,.-: !yi,;.:ri re, I.';;; i:‘ - 

police !:: i Tut, win!. Dnh,; 

of Norfolk was dismissed fi-om the Lord- 
T : ' ; West Riding, and also 

. i ;s t. -.-.w.t of ^iiJitiii, lor giving a 
I ' (■"(I l''itz\villiam succeeded 
him in tne first office, and it is somewhat 
singular that he himself should have been 
removed in 1819 for presiding at a meeting 
called to express sympathy with seditious 
demagogues. President of the Council from 
July 11 to Dec. 17, 1794, and again from 
Feb. 19 to Oct. 8, 1806. 

® This allusion is nowhere explained. Mr. 
Morres warmly supported the Unidn. 
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1)6 produced in the report of the Secret Committee, but I would 
not authorise it without the previous sanction of yoiu G-race. 

Your Grace will of com’se be aware that no account will be 
given, even to the Secret Committee, of the means by which those 
papers, including Dr. M‘Nevin’s memoir, came into the hands of 
Government. ... , I have, &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

In another letter, written on the following day. Lord Cornwallis 
suggests to the Duke of Portland that the amnesty should be pro- 
claimed with as little delay as possible, and requests that a Bill 
with the royal sign manual may be sent over at once for that pur- 
pose, wliich on July 17th the Duke of Portland announces would 
forthwith be done. 

Tub Duke of Portland to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Received July 16,] 

Mt Lord, ■ Whitehall, July 13, 179S. 

. . . The manner in winch your Excellency describes the 
state oftreland so exactly corresponds v.ilh Ihc | \\hich h.iis been 
made ofit by yom* most worthy jiisd l•^;^p^'(••l;^blej>l^■d^^c■ r, .-ii.d the 
plan of iimasiivo y-jii proj'M‘<>? j<.> i-nrsu-- is so exactly conformable to 
the end wi.siics \v!ii<;h Jl'is Maji sty’s confidential servants had 
formed for your conduct, that I have it only in command from His 
Majesty to express to you his enthe approbation of the temper, 
moderation, and firmness with which you have conducted yourself, 
and of those lenient and conciliatory means you propose to employ 
for bringing back his deluded j j b- : TT'' 1 t-i a proper sense of 
their duty, and of the blessin,:' i-> v. * ;■■!■ i; . i;re entitled under 
then present form of Government. 

I have, &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. W. Pitt. 

Dear Sir, Dublin Castle, July 20, 1798. 

I return you many thanks for your letter, and shall take it 
as a fayour if you will liavc the goodness to suggest anything that 
may occur to you. In the direction of parliamentary and legal 
proceedings, I cannot fool ioj-n coulidenl in my own judgment, and 
although I hav-.' ihe advantiige- of hcrarhig the opinion of men of 
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ability in this country, it will always give me the greatest satis- 
faction to know your sentiments. 

The evidence that has been given on the trials here, and 
especially on that of Maccan,^ proves in the clearest manner the 
existence of the consphacy, and the guilt of Lord Edward ; hut if 
no legal obstacles occur, we shall pass a Bill of Attainder before the 
prorogation of Parliament. The leaders of the Rebels, who still 
continue in arms in the counties of Kildare and Wicldow, have for 
some time been making proposals for surrendering, but from the 
ill-management of General WKfbrd,^ that business is at this mo- 
ment rendered more difficult ; as he chose to receive and transmit 
to Government some rather insolent propositions from them, after 
they had offered, and I had consented to accept, their submission, 
m’tliout nny otlier terms than that their lives should be spared, and 
slimib! be allowed to choose America or any other coun- 
try in amity with Great Britain, for the place of their perpetual 
banisliment. If the rebellion should now be completely subdued 
there remams much to be done to put this country into a tolerable 
state of seciu’ity, and how or when to brmg forward, or even to 
broach, the great point of ultimate settlement is a matter in which 
I cannot see the most distant encouragement. The tw^r three 
people whom I have ventured, in the most cautious manner, to 
sound, say that it must not be mentioned now — ^that this is a time 
of too much danger to agitate such a question ; but ff a period o 
safety should come, when boroughs will be considered as a sure 
property, and all good jobs again appear within our grasp, that 
moment will not, I am afraid, be found propitious for expecting 
those sacrifices which must be required. Convinced as I am, that 
it is the only measure which can long preserve this country, I will 
never lose sight of it ; • and happy shall I be if that fortunate oppor- 
tunity should ever arrive when we may neither think ourselves in 
too much danger nor in too much security to suffer its production. 

I am, &c., 

COKNIVALLIS. 


Lord Cornwallis in this letter mentions the mismanagement of 
General Wilford with regard to the rebel leaders. There are two 


^ John Maccan, a leading Eebel, delegate 
from Kildare, and Secretary of the Leinster 
Provincial Committee. Believing Eeynolds 
to he a friend, he furnished him with the 
information and pass-words, which enabled 
the police to effect the arrest at Bond’s, 
where Maccan himself was taken. Convicted 
July 17, and on ihe lOib. He had 

been vi'r.c t-. in the well- 


known Dublin brewers, and afterwards to 
. brother-in-law of 
■ ' ; : implicated in the 

conspiracy. 

ford, V . ■ ■ i . . : ■ . 

182 f. ■ . •'.< . . . ■ : ■ 

goyn ■■ • . 

Holland and St. Domingo. 
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ctespatclies from that officer, dated July 17 and 18, stating that he 
had endeavoured to open a communication with the Eebels, in 
order to give greater publicity to the late 

accordingly at SaUins, a small town two r =‘ - \ ' . he had 

been met by Mr. Aylmer ^ on the part of the Kildare Eebels, and 
by Mr. Edward Fitzgerald® of New|)ark, a gentleman of conside- 
rable property in Wexford, on the part of the Eebels of that county 
and of Wicklow, who were desirous of proiiosing terms of sm’render. 
General WiHbrd added, " Mr. Fitzgerald appears earnestly inclined 
to promote to the utmost of his power the faithful performance 
of the conditions stipulated, and an unreserved surrender of all 
the arms in their possession, asserting that he was authorised by 
Pei-ry,® Garrett Byrne, and the other leaders in Wicklow and 
Wexford, to act and engage for them.” He also mentioned a 
letter wiatten by Lord Buckingham to Mr. Aylmer’s father, with 
whom he had been acquainted duiang Ins Lord-Lieutenancy, ‘‘ con- 
taining many expressions of encouragement to submission, on which 
they have formed sanguine hopes of mercy and forgiveness,” and 
announced that “hostilities are by mutual agreement suspended 
in the county of Kildare,” until an answer could be received to 
the teri^ which were enclosed for the Lord-Lieutenant’s conside- 
ration ; and that infomation of this armistice had been “ forwarded 
to General Myers,® or the officer commanding at Trim or Kilnock.” 


^ William Aylmer, of Painstown, eldest 
son cf .T cf • r: 1). 

my i: 

July 1-.: l) r.i •• • •• 

dition that his life should be spared. Mr. 
Wickham, Feb, 23, 1799, wrote from the 
Home Office to Lord Castlereagh — ^“Mr. 
Wogan Browne has brought here to-day 
young Aylmer, who acted so distinguished a 
part in the rebellion. May he remain in 
England?" tj- — ' 
in 1801, and • . 


' " I i; ■ ■: ; : -which he resigned 

his commission, and went to South America, 
where he was Colonel of a regiment of 
Lancers under General Devereux. Severely 
wounded at the battle of Eio de la Haclie, 
he was conveyed to Jamaica, hut died on 
landing. 

® Mr, Fitegerald accepted f^-.e s.imo terms 
as Mr. Ay’u ■!■. 

' ' ■ 1 ■ . ie was a 

■ . ‘ ■ induced 


was amsted and j.; re- 

leased on the 28th, as he had given much 
useful information. Being, however, coolly 


During his inarch thither, on Friday, June 
22, the party under his command committed 


-* ' both joined the 

Bebels. The latter, who had been a yeoman, 
commanded the Ballynamus rebel corps at 
Arldow. He wiis taken, tried bv a court- 

j:.-. 

i‘ . ^ ■ ■ 

ral Aloore. His life was spared on. condition 
of periiof.iial exile. 

“ Major-Cier.'-.-r'. e !r ’j Ger.-raL ■ 
William Mvc--. >'> !. 

1804, b.Marc’ 17 i. ..l , j 
m. Avg. 177''.. ! w ■ . . . .. ! - 

Md'.p c \ \ . 1 

iii-Chiei' ill la Li •' I 1 1 > f . ' ' - , 

till his death. 



1798. 


GENERAL WILFORD AND THE REBEL LEADERS. 367 


Lord Castlereagli answered the same day : — I am desired to 
express liis Excellency’s surprise that you should have entered into 
an armistice with the Eebels, not only extending to your own post, 
but to those commanded by other officers, without having com- 
municated with, or received the Lord-Lieutenant’s authority for 
that purpose. Lord Cornwallis has always declined entering into 
any formal treaty with rebels in arms ; and he cannot but express 
his great disapprobation of your having accredited by yom’ sig- 
nature a ]3roposal, highly exceptional and assuming in its terms, 
co min g ffiom leaders to whom the proclamation seat to you for 
publication did not apply. Aylmer, Luby,^ Ware,® and M'^Cormick,^ 
rebel leaders in Kildare, had reason to know some days since, that 
upon surrendering within a certain time their lives would be 
spared. Although they professed at first to look for no further 
indulgence, they have since continually trifled with Government, 
and have failed to surrender within the time prescribed. It is Ins 
Excellency’s command that you do return to them forthwith the 
proposal in question, and put an end to the armistice immediately ; 
but as there may have arisen some delay in the merciful intentions 
of liis Excellency being made known, he is willing to extend the 
time for receiving their submission for 24 hours from tlie com- 
munication of yom’ reply; at the exphation of which time it is his 
Excellency’s pleasure that you do publish a reward of 10007 for 
the apprehension of Aylmer, and 3007 for each of the other per- 
sons above named.” 

Tins determined conduct of Lord Cornwallis produced the 
desired effect, and the disturbed counties were relieved from most 
of the desperadoes who had infested those districts. Two bands of 
mere robbers, alone remained in arms in the neighbourhood of 
Enniscorthy, and in the woods eight miles in circumference about 
Kilaughan, whence they acquhed the name of “ the Babes in the 
Wood.” Their leaders were Hackett,'^ a thorough ruffian, and Holt,® 


Liu-. u, la-to; ouuuuea m ivumainnam till 
the peace of Amieus, when he went abroad, 
entered the French service, and rose to the 
rank of colonel. 

® liichard McCormick, a stuff-manufacturer 
in Dublin, formerly secretary to the Catholic 
Committee. A warrant was issued against 


lowing, in an attack on Emma .Vale, near 
Ai’klow, the house, of Captain Atkins, who 


T- Wry, ITOP.bo o,em x;;i-.l hh (.c.-.c;- with 
A u v; ; hN ihii-i.v;?;-- ni. i ce time 


for , . ■ ■■ ■ 

179e, aiju gave muon iiiiormHuou, irans- 
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whose conduct had been less atrocious, and who at last surren- 
dered to Lord Powerscourt,^ on the sole condition that his life 
should be spared. The actual or anticipated surrender of Aylmer 
and his associates, was not without its due effect upon the prisoners 
then confined in Dublin, who were closely connected with many of 
them ; and the proposal mentioned in the despatch of July 26 was 
probably accelerated by the events above stated. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 
DeAE James, DuUm Castle, July 22, 1798. 

. I have every reason to be satisfied with Horace’s ® conduct ; 
he is good-tempered and well-bred, and seems to be universally 
lilved. The life of an aide-de-camp at Dublin is certainly more 
idle than I could wish for his sake, and I do not see any mode of 
employing him ; but he Hves in as good company as this country 
affords, and is constantly invited to dinners and parties in the prin- 
cipal towns. 

Our warfare, for the present at least, is nearly at an end ; the 
most active leaders of the Eebels in Wexford and Kildare have 
surrendered on condition of theh lives being spared, and, except 
some parties in the mountains of Wicklow, I know of no hostile 
force in arms against us. This tranquillity is, however, I am per- 
suaded, to be attributed more to their fear than to their affection. 
All that you see in the papers of my having had any clifiference 
here with the principal personages in public stations is entirely 
groundless. affectionate brother, 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 


Dear Ross, Dublin Castle, July 24, 1798. 

The overt rebellion is certainly declining, and the principal 
leaders in Kildare have surrendered with a stipulation for their 
hves only, but the whole country is in such a state that I feel 
frightened and ashamed whenever I consider that I am looked 


ported to New South Wales Jan, 1, 1799, 
and rctunicd to Dublin April, 181 -t, having 
beliaved vei y well .luring his exile. 

Oct. :i‘. 

Isah. ;!.!, c::,-. ■ :!ij ll:,!-: ii 
Brownlow. During ihe rebeilion he never 



j , I . 


! _ 0 J j,.’ . ' 1> - ( 

J.’ h I 1 ' 17“ 1 

r-Lsu,:. ,..^7, . - L.i i 

Cornwallis. 
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upon as being at the head of it. Except in the instances of the 
six * state trials that are going on here, there is no law either in 
towi or country but martial law, and you know enough of that to 
see all the hon-ors of it, even in the best administration of it, judge 
then how it must be conducted by Irishmen heated with passion 
and revenge. But all this is trifling compared to the numberless 
murders that are hourly committed by our people without any pro- 
cess or examination whatever. The yeomanry are in the style of 
the Loyalists in America, only much more numerous, and powerful, 
and a thousand times more ferocious. These men have saved the 
country, but they now take the lead in rapine and minder. The 
Irish militia, with few officers, and those chiefly of the worst kind, 
follow closely on the heels of the yeomanry in minder and every kind 
of atrocity, and the Fencibles take a share, although much behind- 
hand with the others. The feeble outrages, burnings, and murders 
which are stiU committed by -<-rv.' i~. k-:p up the sangui- 
nary disposition on om' side ; i\‘ •: If g:.' !■ ii, pretext for 

our parties going in quest of them, I see no prospect of amendment. 

The conversation of the principal persons of the country all 
tend to encourage this system of blood, and the conversation even 
at my table, where you will suppose I do all I can to prevent it, 
always tm’iis on hanging, shooting, burning, &c., &c., and if a 
priest has been put to death the greatest joy is expressed by the 
whole company. So much for Ireland and my wretched situation. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Edward Cooke,® Esq., to William Wickham,® Esq. 


[Piivate.] 

Dear Sir, Dublin Castle, July 24, 1798. 

The accepting the submission of the Kildare leaders has not 
given much satisfaction, but I beheve it has shortened the rebeUion, 


1 Of Henry and John Sheares, Byrne, 
Maccan, Bond, and Neilson,- — See Howell’s 
State Trials, vol. 27. 

2 Edward Cooke, son of the Rev. W, 


Sandys. Mr. Cooke went to Ireland in 1778 
with Sir Richard H C'-. =" c v;- it. 
Lord Buckingham^- 4 > > n _ , 

inferior offices he w.-!- ns ■ =, i-i i 

Under-Secretary. : i i,-, ! o---i i ii-’- 

william, icstoied > ■ « • i , i ' 


the F-':c-_r- fr-i.m 1812 i., 1 81 7. M.P. 
L,r .-.m:! da:;. 1- ly, 1700, and 

then for Old Leighlin till the Union. 

3 !■ e Lid ; TL '. William 

Wicki:..!-;, h. (j, 22, -840; m. 

Eleonora Magdalene, dau. of M. Louis Ber- 
trand of Geneva. Under-Secretary in the 
Home Department from 1798 to 1800. 


1 8^6, to April, 1 8^7. M.P. for Heytesbury 
r.:' . If. -2, -;■■■ el to 1806, and for Cal- 
lington to 1807. 
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wMcli is of more consequence. Some small parties are plundering 
in tlie Wicklow mountains still, but we trust tliey will be rooted 
out in a day or two. The people are endeavouring to obtain pro- 
tection, and I believe are in general, bcartily tired. I conversed a 
good deal with Fitzgerald, one of the Wexford leaders; he said 
that at first his men fought well, but latterly would not stand at 
all ; that he and the other leaders had but little command ; that 
the mob were furious, and w'anting to massacre eveiy Protestant ; 
and that the only means they had of dissuading them from bui-ning 
houses was, that they were destroying tbe-ir own ■|'»rnporty. 

BIr, Ogle' was this day elected nn-min-r fi-r ific ciiy of Dublin. 
He formerly represented Wexford. He is a very honourable cha- 
racter, but uniformly resisted the concessions to the Catholics. 

What is d' ■. T. ••1 H t;--r was one of the foremost in 

moving f ■ «'>.!• warned him at the time to take 

care that he did not fall the first sacrifice to them. 

Believe me, &o., 

E. Cooke. 


Marquis Coritwallis to the Duke op Portland. 



[Private.] 

My DEAE LOED, Dublin Castle, July 26, 1798. 

A proposition of an extraordinary nature was brought to me 
on the night of the 24th, from a number of the state prisoners, and 
the greater part of the men of consequence amongst them (a list ® of 
their r'.rcrr- -= rr ■‘’’"-•T- +'• -'.“.kr rcknowledgement of their 

offenc- >, :i' i ■ r life to any country in 

amity with His Blajesty, provided that Byrne ® and Oliver Bond 
who were then under sentence of death, and Nedson^ who is not yet 

1 Right Hon. George Ogle, b. 1742, d. perty; b. 1773, convicted July 21, and exe- 

1814. M.P. for County Wexford 1770 to cuted on the 28th. He was delegate from 

1797, and for the City of Dublin 1798 to Wicklow, and bad been a yeoman in the 

1802. in 1784 he obtained the valuable Mount Kennedy Coi ps. 

R- Di;. 1.-. f. ■ w-.V; ■■■ .Niuiuel Nc-ilson, son of a Presbytei'ian 

!!■: :■ ,i ; c. i:,-.; ■ ‘ ■. I! : minister in Belfast, b. Sept. 1761, d. Aug. 

a C-;- 29, 180.3, in America. Originallyawoollen- 

( i!i :!v. draper in his native town; he abandoned 

w - r: exel .r c-'.l. Mr. O. ’.i; bad his business early in 1791, when the violence 
!y,!i ■■ '.i. .-..j.;- of of in’s polificrd opinions soon led to his im- 

1 : -;l i.L the prisonment in Dublin. In the beginning of 

j. , ’ I y o’.;;.:! ho ■ ■. Pro- 1798 he was released on bail, pledging bim- 

vivum self never again ' ’ ' ' . ■ ” 

■■ ;■ 6 1-^ .■.m:.:-, i.s pre- plots; in direct' 

' 1 ■ . . It includes connected himsel; ■ ! 

■ • ■ wereinpri- gerald, and became an active member of 

' ' , ' ■ ‘ : , the Ulster Committee. In consequence he 

‘ . , f Parkhill, a had been again arrested and ai’raigned, but 

Catholic of good lainily and of some pro- there would have been the less objection to 
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tried, but wlio is likely to be condemned, might be included in the 
offer and be allowed to share the same fate with them. Your Grace 
will observe that it is in general supposed, that there is scarcely 
any one of the prisoners, ■, x.-e:-! whom there is any 

evidence that is likely to v ii's-i. 

I confess that I thought this a question of the greatest impor- 
tance, and one that deserved the most mature consideration, and 
Lord Castlereagh was of the same opinion, but we doubted whether 
it would be possible to find a third man in this place that would 
agree with us, and I was sensible of the danger of taking a step 
without some legal or political support, that would irritate almost 
to madness- the well-affected part of this kingdom. There was but 
little time for deliberation, as Byrne was to be hanged on the 25th, 
and Oliver Bond tliis day. The Chancellor, who, notwithstanding 
all that is said of him, is by far the most moderate and right-headed 
man amongst us, was gone for a week to his country house in the 
county of Limerick for the recovery of his, health, which has of late 
• 1. .'.nd I knew of no other of our political friends 

' . k ■ temper to bear even the statement of the 

question. I sent therefore yesterday morning, as ■|‘iTwfr.ssitmril men, 
for Lords Oarleton ® and Edlwarden,^ the Attorney and Solicitor- 
General,® and the Prime Serjeant,® when Lord Castlereagh sub- 
mitted to them the paper with the signatures above mentioned. 


including him in such an ammgemeut, as 
M'Connick, upon whom Government de- 
pended for evidence of direct communication 
with Lew in.':, had r«c,ipf;d from the custody 
of the nies.'ienger about July ‘21. And in a 
letter to Mr. Wickham, dated July 16, Lord 


® Hugh Carleton, created Lord Carleton 
Sept. 9, 1789, and made Viscount Carleton 
Nov. 7, 1797; b. Sept. 11, 1739, d. Feb. 
25, 1826, s. p. ; m. 1st., Aug. 2, 1766, 

I • ' ” . tor 

■■ . • ■ . . ■■ ■..■ to 

■ . ■ . " . ■ ■ . tnd 

' , ■ : 9 , 

1787. One of the 28 representative peers 
elected at the Union, after which he resided 

W. cr ated Lord Kilwardeu 


Wi 


created Baroness Kilwardeu Sept. 30, 1795) 
Succeeded Lord Carleton as Solicitor-General 
in 1787, and Lord Clare a.s Attorney-General 
in 1789. He was many years in Purfiument — 
laterly for the city of Dublin — but vacated 
his seat when he was made Chief- Justice of 
the B«nch, .Lum 13. 1798. 

l.'Lbr i;,-.. .I.rb:. To',;-, b. Dec. 3, 174.5, 
d. J..:y 27, It-:;: ; 2 , 1778, Grace, 

dau. of Hector Graham, Esq. (she wa.s 
created Bai-oness Norwood Nov. 7, 1797), 

Solicitor-Genera’ .n..- 

July 16,1798; • ' ; . ■■ ■ ' 

Pleas Dee. 18C . '1. '. 



bir John fatewa ■. ■ 

1803, b. 1757, d.' Oct. 1, 1825 ; m. 179o’ 
Mary, dau. of '' ■ 

Castle Archdall. - ■ ' 

1709. *1'..,..........; ■ ■ 

■ . li.. ■ . 1 ; i. I =j -- Faiikmeut 

” ■ ■ : ■■ .c:-:; Vov. 1802 to 


■' lira, iunerme, aa.u. 

of the Rev. Henry Vesey, and nltimalclv co- 

2 B 2 
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Lord Carleton, who might in any country be considered as a 
cool and temperate man, gave his opinion in the most decided 
manner jigiiirsst li-ts;ningto the proposal, and declared that it would 
have such an ettect on the public mind, that he did not believe, if 
Byrne and Ohver Bond were not executed, that it would be possible 
to get a jury to condemn another man for high treason. He said 
that several of those who signed the papers, and particulariy Dr. 
M'Nevin, might possibly be convicted, and that others might be 
liable to pnius aud penalties by proceedings against them in Parlia- 
ment, a I id iii shori in.! gave his opinion against the measure in the 
strongest and most decided terms, and Lord Kilwarden and the 
Attorney-General spoke to the same effect. 

Although I was not convinced by their arguments, I was 
perfectly sensible that I could not act iu o]'i]iositiou to tlicm. and 
the transaction, to my concern, is now at aa (muI. 1 did aii'l .-ii!! do 
consider the establishment of the traitorous conspiracy by the 
strong testimony of all the principal actors in it, to be a matter of 
much more consequence than the lives of twenty such men as 
Oliver Bond ; but the minds of people are now in such a state, 
that nothing but blood will satisfy them, and although they vdll not 
admit the term, their conversation and conduct point to no other 
mode of concluding tliis unhappy business than that of extirpation. 
Aylmer and the principal leaders of the rebellion in Kildare are 
now in confinement here previous to their banishment, by which 
peace seems to be in a great degree restored to that part of the 
country, and although the ncccptnnco of the submission of these 
people has been a most inipf>pu!<ir mcn^iin;. I have consented to 
grant the same terms to a man of the name of Byrne,^ who is the 
most powerful and active leader of the Eebels in Wicldow. There 
have been for some days ap]irchr-n.?ious of a risiug in the county of 
Tipperary, and some b..nii-:s ..;j‘ iii-orgcuts have interrupted the 
communication between Kilkenny and OlonmeU, but they were 
dispersed by a very small force that was sent against them, and as 
a considerable number of troops are assembling in that quarter, I 
trust that no serious insurrection will take place. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


heir to her brother and uncles (she was 
created R-' F ' - p ■ ■ W - = Ji -o 
27, 182, j >1 i> ■ - k . 7s;;''.. 

1790, 1 - h >.■ L . ,-'1 , iv&7 f;: 

the Unic , ... •_ i . . l 2 < 2 :o J ><:,■. 


1812. He was made rriiiie-Serjoant .Time 
21, 1787, but was remoi-ed iroiii tliut ofiloe 
Jan. 28, 1799, on account of his refusal to 
support tlic Union, 

^ U.m-rett Byrne of Ballyiiamus. 
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The Special Commission for the trials of the state prisoners 
was opened in Dublin June 11, but owing partly to the state of the 
country (the rebellion was still raging), and partly to the efforts 
made by the counsel for the prisoners to delay the proceedings, 
various ciliourmnoTitv took place, and the business did not actually 
commence till J uly 12, when Henry and John Sheares were placed 
at the bar. Their trial continued AMihont interruption till eight the 
following morning, when, after veiy <h"i'i (■'.ii'.si'li-riii ion, a verdict 
of guilty was delivered. The Court adjourned for a few hom'S, and 
it became the painful duty of Lord Carleton, the senior Judge in 
the Commission, an old and intimate friend of their father, to pro- 
nounce sentence of death. They Avere executed on the 14th. The 
principal witness on this trial was Ccu+nm the King’s 

Comity militia. Whether he ha-, j •' • d-- Avith the 

intention of betraying them, or whether he Avas actuated by a sub- 
sequent conviction of the dangerous tenor of their conduct, it is 
impossible to say ; .certain it is that he wormed himself into their 
confidence, and was deep in aU their secrets. 

The trial of John M‘Cann occujiied the 16th and 17th. 
Mr. Eeynolds ® and Mr. Cope ® Avere the important Avitnesses, and, 
notwithstanding the aspersions cast on the character of the former, 
a verdict of guilty Avas returned, and M‘Cann suffered accordingly 
on the 19th. 


^ Captain John Wanieford Armsfa’ong, b. 
1769, had been in the Somei-set and South 
Middlesex Supplementary Militia. An un- 
succe.ssful attempt was made to prove that 
he had been compelled to leave those regi- 
ments for misconduct. It was an easier task 
to show that he had at times held language 

victed the prisoners. He received a pension 


ington, Esq., of Dublin, another of whose 
daughters married Wolfe Tone. Reynolds 

h ■> h.'. ; . '-.■ x-. Kil’:- .. Castle. By the 

■"■■iC ■ ■' » '■: ■- he had given 

some hints or tne ."i-,!-.;-.— .-r.’.-'- h hr: 

communicated with 

tinning i'-. 

became I'l- r.(c' ! 

schemes. I!.- '.'.as ;..x" i ! ■■'■■■ j ;■ 

' ' 'son- 

vino- 

• • le of 


youth in extenuation. Notwithstanding all 
• ’ ” ■ ;■ ill this and sulj- 

. evidence, without 
. prosecution must 
have broken down. For his services he 
received a pension of 10007. per. annum, for 

IT-.'.-t '.'..i j.. ;;ie. ;he;i.':,;r 

against informers, his life was not safe in 
Ireland, and he came to England. Mr. Cooke 
strongly rcconinioudcd him to Government, 
as a m.ari whose character was really un- 
tainted, and who had rendered most essential 

a- ■■ ■ 

IPW, y C 

Dublin, residing in Merrion .Square. He 
Y.M- 'Vrw.'-l ! , ( . i];.. 


w Su^.i u zi- 

mony, and the influence he originally exer- 
cised over Reynolds, were considered so 
valuable, that a pension of 10007. a-year 
was conferred upon his wife aad bis three 
daughtei's. 
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William Micliael Bpme, conyicted on the 21st, was, after one 
respite, executed on tlie 28tli ; and Oliver Bond was convicted on 
the 23rd, and sentenced to death. 

Of those arraigned at the opening of the Special Commission, 
only one more, Neilson, iv;ni:iiiu.-d for nhil. 

Upwards of seventy rebels how^ever were still in confinement, 
and they, seeing that a stern, though necessary, severity had already 
sent four of their leaders to the scaffold, conscious of their own 
criminality, and ignorant how far the revelations of those whom 
they had considered faitlifiil associates, might have placed them at 
the mercy of Government, determined to save their lives by an 
admission of then own guilt, and a disclosui*e of the plans formed 
by themselve-, aiifl th-.-ii- comp:ir.inns in crime. 

Many cno.urcns- ■nnieruorii- iiiirt; been made in reference to this 
subject, but a correct history of the transaction is given in the two 
despatches of July 26*tli.‘ Mr. Dobbs,® a well-intentioned but very 
eccenti'ic individual, took an active part in the arrangement, which 
was first mentioned by him to Lord Castlereagh, in an interview on 
July 24. Mr. Dobbs was accompanied by Mr. Archer ® the Sheriff 
of Dublin, and they then in the name of the prisoners, made the 
propositions referred to ; hut whether those for whom they acted, 
originally intended honestly to carry out their part of the engage- 
ment, is more than doubtful. They attempted at first to suppress 
many facts, and it was only when they became aware bow extensive 
was the informal’ " -■■ ■I hy Clr-r-r'-ment, that they made any 
very important ■ !•■•’. -. !!•• ’ ; f; the reports of the Com- 
mittees of the ,1. before whom they were 

examined, had been made public, they asserted in a public adver- 
tisement that their statements had been totally misrepresented. 
But upon an intimation that this proceeding might be held to 
release Government from their part of the engagement, the pri- 
soners, on a re-examination before the same Committees, retracted 
their assertions, and admitted that their evidence had been correctly 
reported. 

The original intention was to send all these prisoners to the 
United States, but tbe refusal of the American Government to 

1 See Castlereagh Comspondence, vol. i. Book of Daniel and in that of Revelations, 

p, 347. ' . ' "uh- 

2 Frauds Dobhs, h. April 27, 1750, d. ■ ■ . -up 

April 11, 1811; m. 1st, July 17, 1773, ■ ; . ■ ' .On 

Jane, dau, of Alexander Stuart, Esq,, of on 

’ ■■ " ’. R-’ — *■ the last stage of the Union Bill in the same 

: ■ ■ - tone. 

■ ■ ■■ . ^ ’‘.VlFi. -n Tleu-v \ afterwards Lord 
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admit so many traitors into their country rendered such a step 
impossible ; they were therefore confined in Fort George, where 
there was a considerable garrison. The local position of this 
fortress, situated in the county of Kahn at the extremity of a tongue 
of land running out into the Moray Firth, and equally destitute of 
houses and of trees, made it easy to keep the prisoners in safe 
custody, N\ ill l■>ut irnpo-ing on them restrictions : 

and here most of them remained until the Pe.: . \ 

which they were released. 


Mabquis Cobnwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

[Private.] 

My DEAR Lord, Dublin Castle, July 20, X798. 

Since I wrote to you this morning a proposition of a much 
more extensive nature as to confession and information has been 
r . ■ '' y tl- - jnduced me, with the full consent 

. . ■«.•••• of the Law whom I consulted yester- 

day, to postpone the execution of Oliver Bond until Monday next. 

I believe that the rejection of their pi’oposal yesterday, and the 
execution of Byrne, has operated very forcibl}' on the minds of the 
prisoners.^ 

Sampson,® Hamden Evans,® and the O’Connors have joined in 
the second application. j j^ave the honom’ to be, &o., 

Cornwallis. 


Edward Cooke, Esq., to William Wickham, Esq. 


[Secret aad Confidential.] 

Dear Sir, Dublin Castle, July 28, 1798. 

. . . The universality of the conspiracy, the frequent 
detections, and the consequent trials, keep up irritation. Our 
militia is also disorderly, and our yeomen resentful. These cir- 


^ Seventy- ■ ■ ■■” ■ - 

tion, among t ' ■■■ ■■ 

O’Connor, 

" W"‘ ■■■ a barrister, of an 

. ■ ■ Londonderry, b, Jan. 

' fork Dec. 28, 1836; 

: . ■ . , ■ ■ . Among the first of 

tbe United Irishmen, he became a principal 
contributor to the ‘ Press.’ To avoid arrest, 
he fled to England rarly in 1798, but was 
tiiken at ^^'hireilavc•n, ami sent back to Ire- 


land. On account of his health he was 
allowed to go to Portugal, from whence he 
went to France. After a short visit to 

, . ',740, 

Ar^v^l oq IROn . ^ 


,Jdon. (ieorge Evans, represented the County 
Dublin from 1832 to 1843. 
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cumstances are impedimeuts to tranquillity, but indeed the dis- 
order is deep. 

Tlie Chancellor came to town on Saturday, and highly ap- 
proved of entertaining the measure, in of which 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor, Dr. IDNevin, and M-. I'.s. ■ ■■■.: met the 
Chancellor and Lord Castlereagh yesterday at my rooms, and in 
consequence of their engaging to give the fullest information to 
Government without implicating persons, and to be perpetually 
banished. Government consented to respite Mr. Bond. These gen- 
tlemen are now preparing their Memoir. I believe they mean 
fairly, for on talking with them to-day I asked a few questions, 
especially as to M^lSTevin’s Memoir.® He said that he found Go- 
vernment were in possession of it, and he should beg leave to refer 
to it, as he had no copy. Whether information of real value, 
beyond what we know, will be obtained, I know not, but what we 
have will be ascertained. We get rid of seventy prisoners, many 
of the most important of ■whom we could not try, and who could 
not be disposed of without doing such a. violence to the prhiciples 
of law and evidence as could not be well justified. Our zealots 
and yeomen do not relish this compromise, and there has been a 
fine l)uzz on the subject, but it being known the Chancellor most 
highly approves of it, the tone softens. , . . 

I am, &c., 

E. Cooke. 


1 Thomas Addis Emmett, h. April 24, 
1704, d. Nov. 14, 1827; m. Jan. 1791, 
Jane, dan. of the liev. .T. Patten, a Presby- 
terian minister. Ilia father. Dr. Ennneit, 
Slni;; !o (!'C- Lord-Lieiitouant, and 

in i:(-.n:i ; .in.lie-t. was n man of strong 

.1, f ; 'n.ion-, with which he had 

deeply imbued his sons, one of ■whom, 
Kobert, who had been expelled from Trinity 
College in 1798, was the loader of the insm*- 
rection of 1803. Thomas, originally intended 
for the medical profession, renounced it for 
law on the death of his eldest brotlier, 
Temple. In 1797 he became one of the 
Directory, but his proceedings had long been 
watched, and he was arrested in 1798. He 
■was seal to Poi'i Oefirgn in 1799, itmi roloased 
Juno, 18' >2. Two years after lie went to 

like most of the pardoned rebels, by his 
extreme violence against England, remem- 
bering only his banishment, and forgetting 
the lenity wliich had spared his life. 


2 Dr. M‘Nevin had prepared an elaborate 
report on the state of Ireland, which he was 
desirous of jiorsona'ly placing in the hands 
of the l'’rcncli (Jovernineiit, but, not being 
iilh.wrl I., ci.tc:- Pri.m -. h- .;avc it 1.-. V". 

lii;...!^ ■ i.i '" -l i i'V 

It was soon communicated to the English 
Cabinet, throngh what channel has never 
been made public, but money then, as in 
later times, overcame all obligations to 
secresy, nor could Buonaparte himself check 
the evil. As an .b..-!, :i v'' -.-- to the 

Russian campaign cf a clerk 

in the Wav Department, sold to Comte 

Chernicheff ('’ ■ ■ 'y .' , 

pleasure, at ! ' 

shot, March, 1812, on the Piaine de Grenello, 

‘Kecueil de Causes Celfebres,’ par Meian, 
vol, 14. 
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Maequis Coenwallis to Majoe-Geneeal Koss. 


DeAE EoSS, Dublin Castle, July 28, 1798. 

I yesterday received yoiu' letter dated the 23rd, and from 
your statem".-' :!• i Adair’s’ office I conclude that it must 

he held by !. ■ have written to Yernon® to explain the 

matter to him. If it could -with propriety be held by an attorney, 
although I made no promise, I gave Yernon encouragement to 
hope for it, but I had gTeat doubts of its being proper to give it to 
an attorney. In the other event of its being held by a counsel, I 
wiU certainly give it to Mr. Perceval,^ whose character and great 
abilities are well known to me, although I have not the pleasure 
of liis personal acquaintance. The rebellion in Kildare is now, I 
think, perfectly at an end, and the appearance of insm'rection 
which showed itself in Tipperary has subsided, and there are 
scarcely any Eebels left in arms, except some parties of plunderers 
in the Wicldow mountains, where it is very difficult to get at 
them. I shall send Moore and Lord Huntley with the 100th 
regiment, and some troops that can be dejjended upon, to try 
either- to subdue them or invite them to surrender, for the shocking 
barbarity of our national troops would be more likely to provoke 
rebeUion than to supiuess it. 

There are some hopes that all the state prisoners here will 
come forward witli a full confession of their sins, every information 
respecting the conspiracy and treason both at home and abroad, 
with a consent to be banished for ’ life to countries at amity with 
Great Britam, in order to save the life of Oliver Bond, who will 
otherwise be hanged on Monday next. 

Believe me, &c., 

Coenwallis. 


* The office of Solicitoi’ to the Ordnauce 
has been held both by ban’isters and solici- 
tors. One of the latter class now fills it, 
and bis immediate predecessor, Mr. James 
Smith, one of the authors of the ‘ Rejected 
Addi-esses,’ was also a solicitor. Serjeant 
Adair d. July, 1798. His strenuous sup- 
port of Wilkes obtained for him in 1779 
the office of Recorder of London; and in 
1782 Mr. Fox made him Solicitor to the 
Ordnance, the whole duties of which office 
he allowed to devolve on the Assistant-Soli- 
citor. In 1789 his political views were so 
much moderated that he found it advisable 
hi ■ ■ F ;■■■ ■ ■-I ;;-. X -’.! y -.irhe was 

lu'.iii '. iiie;' v.'".--; u', was one 

of the Crown counsel in the State Trials of 
1794-5. M.P. for Cockermuuth from Nov, 


177.1 170'^. f— Hightrm Feixers 

- " . ^ t,o Lord 

Corr .to the 

Mint. 

3 Hon. Spencer Perceval, youngest son of 
John, 2nd Earl of Egrnont, by his second 
wife, Catherine, dan. of the Hon. Charles 
C ;■ (.“.P.-:.- :1.-, 7th and 8tli Earls of 

N: ■. 1, 1762; m. Aug. 
i !7-' ■, .. c Sir Thomas Wilson, 

Bart. After filling vr’-.o'w be v.t.-j, 

on the resignat’on . . ; i'-,!.-.-..- . '■ 

in 1809, made Prm.i- . v . 
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Marquis CopwMWALLrs to the Duke of Portland. 

[Secret.] 

My Lord, DuUm Castle, July 29, 1798. 

. . . I yesterday received your Grace’s secret letter dated 
tlie 25tli of July. From the tenor of your answer I wish that my 
request had been confined to the permission of laying the authentic 
documents relating to the conspiracy in Ireland before the Secret 
Committee ; but on recurring to my letter dated the 15th instant, 
you will find that I made no doubt of the propriety of that measure, 
and that I only asked leave to have them mentioned in the Eeport. 

The papers in question have unfortunately been read to the 
Secret Committees of both Houses, but they were not suffered to 
go out of the hands of Lord Kilwarden in the Committee of the 
Peers, or of Lord Castlereagh in that of the Commons ; nor was 
any person allowed to take notes or make inquiries how they were 
obtained; but on the contrary the members were informed that 
they could have no other assurance of their authenticity tliau the 
word of honour of the Secretary of Government. ’( 'ncif;v tiieso cir- 
cumstances it does not appear to me that much more danger is to 
hr ri]-iprr:lirndorl from the whole of the papers having been read to 
l!ie Coinmiiivi's, iLin if the selections only, which your Grace has 
transmitted to me, had been laid before them. It was with reluct- 
ance that I consented to the measure of communicating the con- 
tents of those papers to the Secret Committees, without obtaining 
the previous sanction of His Majesty’s confidential servants, and I 
should not liiivc ventured to have done it, if I had not been assured 
that the contents of them had necessarily been made known to 
several of the members of both Committees in the former examina- 
tion of the state of the consphacy. . . . 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Eoss. 

Dear EoSS, Dubim Castle, July 29, 1798. 

I inclose a letter which I have received from Yernon on the 
subject of the sohcitorship of the Ordnance. ... If you could 
find out ])ow, and on wliat grounds the office was established, and 
whether cry Tr-.-re ever assigned to it, you wiU 

oblige ■ ■ ;■ very much to give Yernon any 

just ca ■■ i • ■■ .■ : . ■ .... • the long connexion which his 
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father and himself have had with our family. I believe Serjeant 
Adair died just now ■ ■n - r- \ ■ to add to my plagues, which, God 

knows, need not he ■ i .I’’ 

My conduct hitheido has got me abused by both sides, as might 
naturally be expected, being too coercive for the one, and too 
lenient for the other; I trust, however, it will terminate advan- 
tageously for the country, and consequently with satisfaction to 
myself. 

July 30. Our state trials have succeeded so well that above 
foi-ty of the principal criminals, amongst these O’Connor, Samp- 
son, &c., &c., have been obliged to come forward in order to save 
Ohver Bond, who probably had it in his power to hang them, and 
have signed a paper promising to make full confession of their 
guilt, nofi pnrticulnrly of their con-espondence with France, and to 
submil io pi j'i-eiiiid l>ni!idrin.-ui, at such time as it may be con- 
venient to us to banish them, to any country in amity with Britain. 
What Will the gentlemen ^ wdio appeared at Maidstone say to tliis ? 
In short I think it the most complete triumph both in England 
and Ireland. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Viscount Castlereagh to William Wickham, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin, July 31, 1798. 

. . . The respite of Mr. Bond did not fail to produce con- 

siderable warmth in this town, to which the conversation of some of 
the friends of Government materially contributed. Every sort of 
misrejiresentation prevailed, and there were many well-disposed 
men indiscreet enough to expect in Parliament an explanation of 
the' grounds upon which Government had acted. In moving an 
adjournment till the 9th I had an opportunity of repressing the dis- 
position to clamour too prevalent amongst our friends, and one of 
them observed with very gToat spirit upon the pains that had been 
taken out of doors to mislead the public mind on this subject. . . 

I am, &c., 

Castleeeagh. 


P.S. It has been thought expedient to include Mr. BagenaU 
Harvey and Mr. Cornelius Grogan in the Bill of Attainder,® that 


^ Messrs. Fox, Grattan, Erskine, Whit- 

came forward at 'the trial of the prisoners in 
May to testify to the loyalty of O’Connor, 


declaring that their political sentiments were 
identical with his. 

2 This Bill was introduced by the .Attorney- 
General July 31, passed the House of Com- 
mons Aug. 27th, and received the Royal 
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the measure may not appear altogether personal to the Leinster 
family. 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

My Lord, Dublin Castle, August 2, 1798. 

A Memorial from Sarah Anne Hamilton Eowan^ was, I 
believe, forwarded to your Grace by Loi’d Camden, 

Lest, however, from ih of business which has been 

occasioned by the late i of tliis country, it should 

have escaped your notice, I have been requested by the Chancellor, 
and other persons of the greatest respectability in this country, to 
transmit a copy of it, and to request that your Grace would recom- 
mend to His Majesty so far to consider the case of this very 
deserving and unfortunate woman, that she may be permitted to 
receive the rents of her husband’s estate, being about six hundred 
pounds a"_ ■ T ■ ’ • • and the education and main- 
tenance ■ ■ ■ ■ ; 

Many strong symptoms of contrition for his past conduct having 
been manifested on the part of Mr. Hamilton Eowan, he may 
perhaps, after the termination of the war, appear to be a proper 
object for His Majesty’s clemency and pardon. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

[Seci-et.] 

My Lord, Dublin Castle, Aug. 7, 1798. 

. . . On the 5th Lord Castloreagh brought me a paper, 

which liad been transmitted to him from I’ . -L. ■ ■«. wdiichwas 

long and ably wiitten ; but although it -inough the 

most material parts of their guilt, ivas wuitten (on the pretence of 
its being an apology for their conduct) in the style of a controver- 
sial pamphlet, and was in some parts rather inflammatory. 

It appeared to me that this ivould be a very inconvenient paper 
for us to receive, and I therefore yesterday directed Mr. Cooke to 
retiuTi it to them, and to express my surpirise, that, instead of an 


wfti'e — Ayes (33, Noes 9. This Bill was I'e- 
Ijculed, as regarded Lord Edward, in 1819, and 


Aug. 2, 1781. 
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admission of tlie material articles of tlieir delinquency, they should 
have sent a narrative containing many gross misstatements of facts, 
and much unwarrantable invective against the Government of this 
country. 

On receiving my message, they assured Mr. Cooke that they 
had not the slightest idea of offending, that they wrote what they 
did, from desiring to give full information and the state of their 
own feelings, that they had not shown what they wrote to any but 
the prisoners, and they submitted, if Government objected to what 
they had written, that the best mode would be to draw from them 
the information by examination before the Secret Committee. 

This was exactly the point to wliich I wished to bring them, as 
it will prevent the necessity of our taking any notice of the secret 
information in the report, and I have determined that they should 
be examined before the Committee of the Lords, as their being 
upon oath wOl give more solemnity to their declarations, and as 
they wdl be much better examined by the Chancellor, than by any 
other person. I i^aye, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear EoSS, DaWin Castle, Aug. 10, 1798. 

. . , Dr. M'^Nevin was the first of the state prisoners 

who was examined by the Secret Committee of the House of Lords. 
The Chancellor was in possession of a memoir which the Dr. had 
sent to the Drench Directory, soliciting and suggesting the plan of 
an invasion, lie jidiriiiird his guilt in the fullest degree. Arthur 
O’Connor was yesterday before the same Committee, and the 
Chancellor says that his examination has not been less satisfactory 
than that of Dr. M‘Nevin, he having admitted himself to be of the 
Directory of the Union, and privy to all them treasons for the last 
two years. 

People’s minds are getting cooler, and I have no doubt of their 
being sufficiently manageable for all ordinary purposes, but I do 
not know how they will be brought to act on the great measure 
of all, on the event of which the safety of Great Britain and 
Ireland so much depends. . . . 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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« The Dhke of Leinster to Mahqhis Cornwallis. 

[Received Augxist lO.J 

My Lord, Brampton, Aug. 6, 1798. 

I take tke earliest opportunity of returning your Excellency 
my most sincere thanks for your j !'■ : !i ' .-l-j'-.-f-'-T T.~r-'l Castle- 

reagh to communicate to me, th.; ; i’-: ’ < ' Vi'. i’ " i- brought 
into Parliament against my unfortunate brother’s property, which 
goes to affect- his innocent wife ^ and still more innocent children, 
the eldest of which is not yet four years old. I shall not animad- 
yert upon the conduct of my unfortunate brother, or the villany of 
Mr. Eeynolds, who, not content to injm-e the character of my 
deceased brother, has gone so far as to calumniate I.,ady -Edward, 
by swearing the most downright falsehood as to the having handed 
money over to Mr. Eeynolds from Lord Edward, as Treasurer of 
the county of Kildare. The fact is, Mr. Eeynolds did call upon her 
at the time Lord Edward had disappeared. She asked liim 
whether Lord Edward was safe — Eeynolds answered Yes. Siie 
then gave him twenty or twenty-five guineas to carry to Lord 
Edward. Eeynolds said there was no occasion, that he would give 
him any money he wanted. However she desired him'to take it — 
he did — whether he gave it to Lord Edward she does not know, but 
a little boy brought it back to her in tlie evening. I should not 
mention this subject to your Excellency, but, from what I can learn, 
your Excellency is ready and willing to do justice to all parties. I 
trust your Excellency never pass a law that goes to affect the 
innocent wife and children of a person who never was tried by 
either the miUtary or civil law of his country. I cannot take upon 
me to say what would be the event of his trial ; he certainly was no 
fugitive, as he died in the common gaol, and had the permission of 
Government to make a will. The property is very small, and when 
the legal debts that affect it are paid, there will be but little to 
revert to the Crown. My private concerns prevent my returning 
to Ireland, but as your Excellency has taken upon you the humane 
part of restoring peace to that unhappy country, and as your 
measures seem to be of 'ir.i'.ire, I feel iiarticularly 

sorry in not being preseni y - ble assistance: should 

your Excell on cy pur.-uo ’■. i -i-. i..i doubt that you wiE 

receive ihe griiKdid ihaiihs of ilu> majority of the nation. I fear it 
will take much time to restore perfect tranquillity. I trust your 

^ Lady Edward Filzporald, b. 1777, d. Pitcai—. ' i 

Nov. 1831, at Pai-j-s, in vary indigcut civ- from 
cumstances. She m. 2!id, Nov. 1800, Afr. 
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firiniiess and resolntioii mil Lave the desired effect, that by yonr 
example and moderation others will see the good effects, and that 
the army will be restored also to disciiDline. Various reports are 
industriously projDagated to injure me ; I trust from our early ac- 
quaintance you will not harbour any of those calumnies, as I shall 
be ready to clear myself to your Excellency. 

I remain, &c., 

Leinstee. 

Marquis Corwallis to the Duke of Lbixster. 

My LOED, Dublin Castle, Aug. 11, 1798. 

I yesterday received the honour of your Grace’s letter dated 
the 6th, and am much distressed at being obliged to return an 
answer on points of so delicate a nature, and on which your feelings 
are so deeply interested. Your Grace says that you trust I will 
never pass a laiv, &c., but you must recollect that in a case of tliis 
nature, I am not to act according to my private inclination, but 
that I am bound to perform my duty to the jmblic in the character 
which I hold in the state. 

Knowing as I do with the utmost certainty, that Lord Edward 
was the great author and contriver of aU the mischief and treason 
which has already cost so many lives, and which has nearly reduced 
to ruin and beggary the wives and families of every man of pro- 
perty, and deluged the whole island with blood, can I say to the 
most injured people of this country. You must not mark the man 
who has been the cause of all your sufferings, but tamely allow 
him to be recorded as the innocent martyr of your violence and 
persecution ? 

Your Grace says that Lord Edward was not tried by either the 
civil or military law of his country, and that he certainly was no 
fugitive ; I must however observe that it was not the fault of the 
Government of this country that he was not brought to trial, and 
that he w'as not only a fugitive, but the most criminal of fugitives ; 
for although he to all intent.? nud puiT-osi-.s fled from the justice of 
his country, he -would not ri-iiiri'.i-; liim-vlf to such a distance as to 
h ■ . ■ ■ . ‘ ' . ” ’ ■ -of effecting its destruction. 

I i : ii.. i vast, my Lord, that to every candid mind the 
■■■rnment will appear conciliatory and moderate, 
but if I were to insult the feelings of the loyal, and to protect the 
r-h* of those who attempted to destroy them, 

' ■■ :■ ■ . •■■■ i called moderation but criminal weakness. 

I have the honour, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 
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Marquis Corhwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss, Dublin Castle, Aug. 12, 1798. 

. . . It gives me I assure you great pleasure to be able 
to make Perceval Solicitor, as I know that it will be very gratifying 
to you.^ 

The examination of tlie traitors before the Committee of the 
House of Lords is as satisfactory as can be desired, and must clearly 
convince every man of common sense, that unless a great measure 
is adopted, the connexion between Great Britain and Ireland must 
soon be at an end. I have prevailed npon the Chancellor to go to 
Harrowgate for his health ® this autumn, and to return by way of 
London. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis, 

I wish you would teU the Duke of York, with all possible 
expression of respect on my part, that I am as desirous as ever, 
although the difficulties are much increased, to incorporate the 
artillery and engineers of both establishments, but that we must 
first secure a reasonable prospect of our keeping Ireland.® 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 


Dear Boss, Dublin Castle, Aug. 16, 1798. 

I last night received your letter dated the 11th, and most 
sincerely liope that at last we shah, hear something good from the 
]Modit('.n’iii'(‘}m.^ T generally write to you in such a hurry, that I 
have 11(4 a ('I'.rai' vecoilecuo.n i4“ aUthat I have said, but I am pretty 
sure that I have told you that I did not approve of the paper of 
confession or manifesto, and that it was agreed that we should 
examine such of the prisoners as we chose upon their oaths before 
the Secret Committee of the Lords. All this has been done and 
their answers have been perfectly satisfactory. From what I said 
in former letters of the Chancellor, you will see that I can have 
no Government secrets that are to be kept from him, and I dare 


* Mr. Perceval was a most intimate friend 
of both General and Mrs, Pmss. 

2 P -.v,-.'.--. -’-u -ip’: UP tl-.r- Ch.v.'., ’If- ■ 

1 V. i‘r!. T- 

1 nis scheme ot tlie Duke of York’s was 


Ii-eland when establishments were consoli- 
dated and transferred to England, In fact, 
the hungiy claimants of patronage were 
afraid that fewer places would remain for 
distribution. 

^ The intelligence alluded to was the pur- 
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say that he does not write confidentially to Lord W. (West- 
morland).^ 

I am on good terms with the Speaker, hnt do not see much of 
him. I have totally set aside the Irish Cabinet,® which Lord Cas- 
tlereagh told me was very inconvenient and embarrassing to Lord 
Camden. Believe me, &c,, 

COENWALLIS. 

Tliis day eighteen years was an interesting day to ns both.® 


Memorandum as to the State op Affairs in the County of 
Wicklow. 


Aug. 20, 1798. 


Wlien the troops were sent about a month ago into the 
county of Wicklow, the country ajipeared a desert, for though the 
inhabitants were not all in arms they fled everywhere on the 
approach of the army — old men and terrified women were alone to 
be found in the cottages. 

The good conduct of the troops, who were kept from marauding, 
made to pay everything they got, and not permitted to molest 
the peojile, together with kind treatment and 
from the officers, gradually brought back th( ■'.■L-' !-i li-I- 
houses. The proclamation and humane intentions of G-overnment 
were then explained and circulated ; and protection offered to such 
as would bring in then arms. 

At this time a considerable body of Eebels in arms still haunted 
the mountains who threatened death and destruction to all who 
should take protections; and the people owned that they were 
afraid to take them, lest the troops should be withdrawn and leave 
them afterwards to the mercy of the mob. This fear diminished 
daily, and at last when the mob was dispersed and began to sur- 


1 John, 10th Earl of Westmoreland, K.6., 
h. Jan. 1, 1759, d. Dec. 15, 1841; m. 1st 
(at Gretna Green), May 20, 1782, Sarah 
Anne, only dan. and heir of Robert Child, 
Esq., the eminent banker; 2nd, March 24, 
1800, Jane, dau. and co-heir of R. H. San- 
ders, Esq., nophevr and heir of Admiral Sir 
C'harlos Sanders, I\.B. Lord Westmoreland 
was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland from Oct. 
17, 1789, to Jan. 4, 1795, and Privy Seal 
from Fob. 14. 17P«, t'' ApU 1827, with 
. -i L;, .Vc c IVb. \ 

■!S.;n, ! > Marc:: 25, ^h.T; a!-:; iV--:-:.;-; 
General from Sept. 12, 1789, to March 16, 
1790. M.P. for Lynn Pvegis from Nov. 

VOL. II. 


1762 to Jan. 1772. 

2 The Irish Ghfror : -^-lory of 

the Chancellor, ;l : b-c/i;-. i y. :.!■■! ;":c: 

ili-r. T,. I -a tUe Ospeaioer and Pri- 
mate were frequently added, and some one 
or two other influcl ’ j ■' ''1 ’’b...- 

■ I ! !:;■ 

venue departments, was confidentially con- 
sulted. 

2 The battle of Cam’:’!, 'u 
which Lord Cornwallis i • ■ ■Mi- 
neral Gates; General, I.’o-'. 

brought home the despatches. 

2 c 
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render, tlie greatest forwardness apj^eared in every one to get a 
j-i-i'ii-.-iinii -til!- ct.iiiihy is now full of people at work. 

Tids submission on the part of the people, is a submission to a 
necessity undoubtedly. Men’s sentiments or prejudices are not to 
be changed in an instant — believe it however to be sincere. They 
find themselves the weakest and have suffered so much by the 
rebellion, that they wish now to be quiet. It is by kind treatment 
that these sentiments are to be encouraged. If their intention was 
to rise in the winter, it can hardly be supposed that they would be 
at the trouble to get in the harvest, and collect it where it will 
be still more in the power of the troops, either to use or to destroy it. 

The minds of both parties are unfortunately still much irritated 
by mutual and recent injury, the loyal party, conscious of their 
ovn merit and good conduct, see with disgust that by the pardon 
held out, the authors of their ruin are placed nearly in as good a 
situation as themselves. Some acts of violence and revenge from 
the lower orders of yeomen have excited great alam, lessened the 
confidence in the promises of Government, and have tended to 
increase that hatred and animosity between the parties, which it is 
the interest of all to destroy. 

Enlarged views and liberal conduct are not to bo oxpcjctcd from 
uneducated men ; and it is to be regretted that the gcnth'nion have 
not more generally taken advantage of the neighbourhood of the 
troops, to visit their tenants. Their presence and example would 
have been of much use in restraining the lower orders of yeomen, 
and their advice would have been equally so to the General Officers 
commanding. They would also upon the spot have been able to 
form more just notions of the state and temper of the country. 

Contrary to the words of the -■’■-.-'■■actions have 

been granted where arms have not ' ■ . - It would 

have been difficult for officers otherwise to have fulfilled the spirit 
of their instructions. 

It was known that many men never had arms; some had 
surrendered them before the rebeUion broke out, and others cer- 
tainly lost them in the different retreats, when pursued by the 
soldiers. In such instances after taking every means to obtain the 
existing arms by delay and the refusal of protections, officers were 
guided in the final delivery of them, by their 
by such information as they could obtain £■■ o iv ■ ;■ > 
clergy, and priests near them — ^that they may ! • ■ ■■■ ■ w , 

in many instances cannot be doubted— that improper people have 
obtained protections, and that arms still exist among the people 
is most natural to suppose. 
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A great object was to get the people to return to tbeir industry ; 
this they could not do without a j)rotection. Had officers refused 
them to all who denied having arms, they must either have arrested 
them, or, if left at liberty unprotected, have forced them for imme- 
diate safety to take refuge with the Rebels in the mountains. 

The county of Wicklow has now a quiet and settled appearance ; 
after such a convulsion, and in the neighbourhood of woods and 
moimtains, occasional robberies and murders are still to be expected. 
These will be more effectually stopped and prevented by the pre- 
sence and vigilance of the gentlemen, their good offices to their 
tenants, and by assisting the poor to rebuild their cottages, than 
by the exertion of troops. 


Captaiit Taylor to William Wickham, Esq. 

[Pnvate.] 

My dear Sir, Dublin Castle, Aug. 21, 1798. 

I was convinced that there could be only one sentiment on 
the subject of Lord Cornwallis’s letter to the Duke of Leinster, 
and from that conviction I felt anxious that it should be commu- 
nicated to you, although not absolutely necessary. Every day 
confirms me in the idea I had formed of the perfection of Lord 
C.’s character, and I am persuaded that he is fully equal to the 
execution of any enterprise, and that no difficulty, however great, 
will ever deter him from it. 

It was impossible not to suppose that the French would make 
some effort in favour of the disaffected in this country, and we had 
long been prepared for the receipt of the private intelligence you 
have lately sent. In the new distribution of quarters now arran- 
ging, and which wiE take place immediately. Lord Cornwallis has, 
as far as the state of the interior would admit, consulted principally 
the security of the southern coast, which appears most exposed, 
although the north and west will also be well protected. The 
Fencible regiments and those of the line will, with such of the 
militia as can be most depended upon, be placed nearest the coast, 
or at the stations that must be considered as a reserve, and the 
General Officers on the coast will be directed to keep on permanent 
establishment such yeomanry corps as they may think useful. 

As soon as the regiments shall have taken them new stations, 
strict inspections will be ordered, particularly of the militia regi- 
ments, where I fear they are often nimdi required, and in which it 
is very essential that every man should be satisfied that every 
justice is done to him by his Colonel, and that nothing is due to 

2 c 2 
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liim. A spirit of disaffection has lately shown itself in some of the 
militia regiments ; conspiracy and desertion have even gone to great 
lengths. The circumstance of its being confined in gi’eat measure 
to the northern regiments, confirms me in the idea I have long 
entertained, that the rebellion is more deeply rooted in the north 
than anywhere else, although they have hitherto appeared better 
disposed than was expected, or rather more prudent than their 
partisans in the south. 

Although the people in the counties that have been the seat of 
rebellion continue coming in, I fear then’ submission as yet proceeds 
entirely from necessity, that it is by no means sincere, and that the 
first prospect they have of foreign assistance, or the first thought 
they indulge of success with impunity, would lead them again to 
rise. I think however we have a force sufficient to curb that spirit 
and to resist the attempts of a foreign enemy, with the assistance 
which we cannot but expect in some degree to receive from the 
navy. We have not however more than is sufficient. Pray excuse 
my taldng up so much of your time, and 

Believe me, most truly yours, ' " ’ ‘ 

TT. Tayloe. 

The following day the intelligence that the French, under 
General Humbert,^ had landed in Killala Bay, reached Dublin. 
Lord Cornwallis was well aware that he could not confide in all 
the regiments under his command, and fearful that a defeat might 
occasion a general insurrection, he determined to assemble an 
efficient force before he attacked the French. The first rumours 
of their strength were greatly exaggerated : the whole corps, as it 
afterwards appeared, not exceeding 1100, of whom not one ulti- 
mately escaped. Some were Idlled in action, 96 officers and 746 
rank and file surrendered at Ballynamuck, and the remainder were 
captured at Killala and other places. 

The original plan of the French Dnectory had been to effect 
landings at several points, and, by distracting the attention of 
Government, to facilitate the rising in various parts of the country, 
which, they hnd been taught to anticipate. But the arrest of the 
Jiebol leaders, and the energy of the Irish Government, had put an 
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end to the rebellion, and the want of money, arms, ammunition, 
and ships, delayed the sailing of the French fleet. Urged on at 
last by the rash impatience of Napper Tandy, Humbert, without 
waiting for orders, obtained from La Rochelle a small sum of 
money by military requisition, and about the middle of August 
sailed with three frigates and a few transports. He was accom- 
panied by Matthew Tone,^ TeeHng,® and Sullivan.^ Tandy and 
some others followed in the Anacreon, and reached the northern 
coast of Ireland about the middle of September. Hearing that 
Humbert had surrendered, they did not land, but retm-ned imme- 
diately to France. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

[Private.] 

My Lord, Dublin Castle, Aug. 25, 1798. 

. . . I sent Lieut.-General Lake yesterday to Galway, 
to take the command of the troops on the other side of the Shan- 
non, and I shall myself proceed to-morrow by the canal with about 
3000 men to TuUamofe, and haye ordered the Sutherland and 
Reay Fencibles to march to Longford. 

From the intelligence which I may receive at Tullamore, I 
shall determine whether I shall assemble the trooj)S from Leinster 
at Athlone or Garrick on Shannon, but I have every reason to 
believe it will be at the latter place. 

Several regiments were moving from the south-east part of the 
island towards Connaught, according to the intended distribution 
of the troops, before we heard of the landing of the French. . . . 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

^ Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke op Portland. 

My Lord, Dublin Castle, Aug. 25, 1798. 

I have the honour to acquaint your Grace that advices have 
been this morning received from Brigadier-General Taylor,^ dated 

3 Sullivan was captured, but was not 
. , recognised. He was nephew to Madgett, who 

■ ■■ . had been some tirae in Paris, in the Foreign 

of the Directory, b. 1774, executed, piu-suant 
to the sentence of a Court Martial, Sept. 24, 

1798. He had entered the French service 
’ ■- ■ - and was A.D.G. to 

was ciipturcd. 


20, 1700, d. unm. May 

for Kells from 1701 to the Union. 
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Sligo tlie 24tli instant, by wMcb it appears that tlie enemy bad 
taken possession of Ballina early on tliat morning, and that tbe 
tlu’ee frigates bad quitted tbe Bay of Killala, 

I am collecting wifb all possible speed sucb a force as I trust 
will be sufficient in a very few days to check tbe progress of tbe 
enemy. j ^pg bonour, &c., 

COEWALLIS. 


Viscount Castleueagh to William Wickham, Esq. 

Sir, House of Commons, Monday niglit, 9 o’clock, Aug. 27 . 

. . . I have tbe bonour to enclose a very unbecoming 

advertisement^ wliicb three of tbe state prisoners thought fit to 
insert in this day’s paper. Since terms were granted them their 
confinement has been less strict, wliicb liberabty has enabled them 
to commit this offensive act. It is artfully contrived, by denying 
generally tbe unauthorised statement of the report in the news- 
paper, to be considered as thereby denying tbe report itself ; and 
the latter flourish to their friends, connected with tbe enemy being 
actually in tbe country, does not savour much of contrition or of an 
abdication of their cause. 

Dhections have been given for reinstating them m tbeh former 
state of solitary confinement ; and it has been explained to them, 
that unless they alter then* conduct tbe conditions of tbe agree- 
ment will be considered as violated on then* part. It has produced 
a warm conversation in the House of Commons, wbicli was un- 
avoidable. Tbe printer has been ordered to attend.® As tbe paper 
itself is an adcbtional avowal of their treason, there can be no harm 
in having tbe pubbcation brought home to them, tbougli it does 
not appear any breach of parliamentary privilege of which tbe 
House can take cognisance. ... j pg^yg ^^g_ 

Castleeeagh. 

Advertisement. Appeared in tlie Newspapers on Monday, Aug. 27 . 

TTav’" : 1 '■ 0:;. ,13 y,.; 1 e abstracts 

of t...- i:-A ■ I.-’ ( CL ■. I' . .0 i [-...r.: ' t,- : :i I , i onr depo- 

sitions before the Committees of the Lords and Commons, we feel ourselves called 
upon to assure the public that they are a gross and, to ns, astonishing misrepre- 

1 It is worthy of remark that this adrer- of the defeat of the French. 

27, h.; iy ^ Hutchinson in this debate sug- 

!■■■■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ .i ‘ gested that Arthur O’Connor and his two 

the h rencli in Killala Bay on the 22ad. Their friends should he tried and e.xecuted. On the 

— ■ . ’ ■ " 29th the printer was committed to Newgate 

■ . : r . ■ ■■ by 27 to 16. 
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seiitation, not only not supported by, but in many instances directly contradictory 
to tlie facts we really stated on these occasions. We further assure our friends 
that in no instance did the name of.any individual escape ns ; on the contrary, we 
always refused answering such questions as might tend to implicate any persons 
whatever, conformably to the agreement entered into by' the State prisoners and 
the Government. 

Arthur O’Connor, 

Thos. Addis Emmett. 

Wm. Jas. M‘Nbvin. 


Lieut.-General Lake to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Tuam, Aug. 28, 1798, 5 o’clock, A.M, 

I was so much distressed when I wrote yesterday that I was 
not able to express my feelings, which were then, and still are, 
most acute ; but I trust when your LordsMp is acquainted with the 
transaction I shall stand acquitted in your opinion, which will give 
me the greatest satisfaction upon this occasion, though I must feel 
what a situation this country is placed in by this iiiifortimate 
event. 

I tliink it absolutely necessary to state for your Lordshiji’s 
information that it is impossible to manage the militia; their 
whole conduct lias been this day of action most shameful, and I 
tnn sorry to sny that there is a strong appearance of disaifection, 
piii-iiculjii-ly ill the EUkenny, as Lord Ormonde^ has reported to 
me. His Lordship’s conduct has constantly been most meritorious, 
but his men are not obedient to bis orders. The Louth regiment 
are well-disposed and in good order. 

I have thought it necessary to march for this place in hopes 
the soldiers will got the better of their panic, which is beyond de- 
scription, but I hope in a day or two they may forget it ; whence 
their behaviour proceeds I am at a loss to guess. 

I have reason to approlieucl the p(;o])le of the country are flock- 
ing in to the French very fast, which will not be prevented unless 
they are beat shortly, wliich I should think might easily be done 
with any troops but those I have to deal with. . . . 

I have, &c., 

G. Lake. 

* Walter, 17th Earl and 1st Marquis of 0;.;’ ■■ i:. b' ■ h A >. I'Vl. j.;.l 

Ormonde, K.P., b. Feb, 4, 1770, d. Ang. 10, ■ ''' i 

1820; m. March 17, 1805, Anne, dau. and I.':.!-;, ."'i.:'. :■■■ ■ >.i.' K 

sole heir of Joseph Clarke, Esq. Created from 1790 to Feb. 1796. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
• [Private.] 


My Lord, KUbeggan, Aug. 28, 1798, 5 o’clock, a.m. 

I have the honour to transmit to yoin Grace the copy of a 
letter from Lieut.-General Lake, reporting to me the unfortunate 
result of an attack made by the French on the corps which Major- 
General Hutchinson ^ had assembled at Castlebar. 

I need not point out to your Grace the impression which this 
event ® will make upon the country in general, and have only most 
strongly to represent the very m'gent necessity of immediately 
sending from Great Britain as great a reinforcement as possible, 
either to Dublin, Waterford, or Belfast. 

I shall proceed this morning to Athlone, and I hope to collect 
such a body of troops as will enable me to act offensively. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Edward Cooke, Esq., to William Wickham, Esq. 


Dear Sir, Dublin Castle, Aug. 31, 1798. 

I have been endeavouring, hitherto without much effect, to 
send you some details as to the action at Castlebar. The following 
has an air of probability, but I do not desire you to consider it as- 
authentic. 

The French had advanced to Ballina. There are two roads to 
Castlebar, one by Foxford, where part of om' forces was stationed 
to check them ; the other a mountain-road. 

General Hutchinson was with about 1500 men at Castlebar, 
and he had settled the ground on which he meant to resist an 
attack. On the 26tli, at 12 at night. General Lake joined him. 
At 5 in the morning of the 27th the report came in that the 
French were advancing by the mountain-road. The position was 


^ Hon. John Hely Hutchinson (2nd son 
of the Right Hon, John Hutchinson and 
of Christiana, 1st Baroness Donoughmore), 

■ General, and Colonel of 

■ : ... 15, 1757, d. June 29, 

■ . Jec. 16, 1801, Baron 

Hutchinson, for his services in Egypt, where 
he was second in command to Sir Ralph 
Ah'-rrarnhy. Sr.co-rRl his brother as 2nd 

-ri ■■ u.-'-' Aug, 22, 1825. 

Attached to the Russian armies in 1806-7, 
till after the battle of Freidland. M.P, for 


Cork city from 1790 to the Union. He was 
Sei'.rciicr of Straiigfoid and Donaghadee, 

- Irish militia ran 

away, almost w;ithon.t bring a shot, some 


and 60 men of the Carbineers are said to 
have readied Athlone, 80 miles from the 
field, in 27 hours. The battle went by the 
name of “ The races of Castlebar.” 
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immediately occupied. Between 6 and 7 tlie Prencli appeared. 
They came on in ttiree colmnns of near 800 each/ as tliey had 
armed many of the country people, and with two curricle-guns. 
They advanced with rapidity, firing their cannon obliquely on all 
parts of om' line. Their fire was returned with much effect by our 
artillery, wliich did execution. The French continued advancing, 
and began a rapid charge with the bayonet in very loose order. 
At tills moment the Galway Volunteers, the Kilkenny and Long- 
ford Militia, ran away. Lord Ormonde exerted himself to stop 
his men ; he first begged and beseeched ; he then upbraided and 
swore at them ; he ran two of them through the body, and burst 
into tears. Lord Granard ^ in vain exerted himself with the Long- 
ford — they behaved as ill. The 6th regiment, of 120 men, and the . 
Frasers, behaved weU, and had the rest done the same the day had 
been completely ours. One of the French columns made for our 
flank, which I suppose first disconcerted the militia. 

I hear that a person who was prisoner with the French reports, 
that had om- troops sustained the attack for a minute longer the 
French would have tmiied about. 

A detachment of Lord Eoden’s^ behaved gallantly. The 
French had turned one of our guns against us in the pursuit ; they 
attacked them, retook the gun, and killed 25 of them. 

I fear there was disaffection in the two militia regiments ; they 
are Catholics, and were many, if not most of them, sworn United 
Irishmen. They are both fine regiments in appearance, fine men 
and -well drilled, capable in point of body, youth, and agility, and 
habilitS, to face any troops. I am confident treachery will come 
out. The Longford, &c., were rallied in a churchyard at Castlebar, 
and so covered with the wall that they could not be touched ; they 
would not stand even then. 

I am glad his Excellency means to make assurance doubly 
sure. We are teazed with stories, but I feel confident that things 
will remain quiet till the event of his Excellency’s attack is known. 

Believe me, &c., 

E. Cooke. 

^ George, 6tii Earl of Granard, b. June 
14, 1760, d. June 9, 1837; m. May 10, 

1779, Selina Frances, dau,of John 1st Earl 
of Moira. 

" Tiohei l, 2iid Earl of Uiidea, K.P., b. Oct. 

26, 1756, d, June 2'J, 1826: in. l.-l, Feb. 

5, 1788, Frances Theodosia, dau. of the Very 
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Captain Taylok to Viscount Castlerkagh. 

My DEAE Lord, BaUnamore, Aug. 31, 1798. 

We halt here this day to give the Queen’s and 29th time 
to join us : they have made a most exjieditious march from 
Wexford, and will be at Ballinasloe this day. We shall proceed 
towards Tiiam to-morrow, and they will march in the same direc- 
tion. As far as we can learn as yet, the French are still at 
Castlebar, entrencliing themselves, and di-illing those of the inha- 
bitants who have jomed. Among the latter I fear there are 
some of the Longford and Kilkenny : those regiments marched 
to tliis place yesterday, and upon our anival, were immediately 
ordered on towards Atlilone. Their conduct, and that of the 
Carabineers and Frazers, in action on the retreat from Castlebar 
and Tuam, and the depredations they committed on the road 
exceed, I am told, all description. Indeed they have, I believe, 
raised a spirit of discontent and disaffection which did not before 
exist in this part of the country. Every endeavour has been used 
to prevent plunder in our corps, but it really is impossible to stop 
it in soine of the regiments of militia with us, particularly the 
light battalions. It has been, however, considerably checked, and 
as the women (far the greatest plunderers) are left at Athlone, 
I hope we shall have less difficulty in stoiiping it. The Down- 
shire appear to he a good regiment, and, as well as the Louth, 
in better order and more attentive to their officers than the gene- 
rality ; the Suffolk Fencibles are bad ; the Frazers, who we now 
hear behaved very ill at Castlebar, are ordered hack ; Lord 
Koden’s dragoons, udiose conduct has been admirable, remain with 
us. Lieut. -Colonel Craufiird^ has been sent forward towards 
Castlebar, with a .strong patrol of the latter, to gain positive 
information of the proceedings and position of the eiiemy. Major- 
Gieneral Taylor’s corps units further orders at Boyle, and the 
brigade of Griiards are ordered to halt at Birr. 

I remain, &c,, 

H. Tayloe. 


I understand the officers of M ^ regiment in general behaved 

well, and General Lake speaks of Lord Ormonde’s and Lord Gra- 


ral, ■ ' . ' ■ .1 

land. ■. . . . 

recei , ... ..... ..uii, ai tue storming of 
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Henry TToliiijid, Emj. S'-rv-'l T-’':-, . ■ 
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2 Sic in orig. 
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nard’s exertions and gallantry in tlie liigliest terms possible. The 
conduct of the artillery was beyond aU praise. 


General Orders. 

Balinamore, Aug. 31, 1798. 

It is with yery great concern that Lord Cornwallis finds 
himself obliged to call on the General Officers and the Commanding 
Officers of regiments in particular, and in general on the officers of 
the army, to assist him in putting a stop to the licentious conduct 
of the troops, and in saying the wretched inhabitants from being 
robbed, and in the most shocking manner iUtreated by those to 
whom they had a right to look for safety and protection. 

Lord Cornwallis declares, that if he finds that the soldiers of 
any regiment have had r,jtj„-.rjimilii-s of committing these excesses 
from the negligence of ilcir he will make those officers 

answerable for then conduct ; and that if any soldiers are caught 
either in the act of robbery, or with the articles of plunder in their 
possession, they shall be instantly tried, and immediate execution 
shall follow their conviction. 

A Provost-Marshal will be appointed, who will with his guard 
march in the rear of the army, and who ^vill patrol about the 
villages and houses in the neighbomhood of the camp. 


The capture of the whole of Humbert’s corps having put an 
end to the French invasion, the English and Irish Governments 
were able to turn their attention to the internal state of the 
country, and especially to the consideration of the measures to 
be adopted in consequence of the Eeports of the Secret Com- 
mittees of the Lords and Commons, which had just been made 
public. 

Of these, the former was the most important, both because the 
evidence was given upon oath, and because it contained very 
serious matter not alluded to in the Report from the Lower 
House. Among other statements, there was one materially 
affecting Mr. Grattan’s character. A man named Hughes,^ swore 


■ ■’ . TT ■ ’ ad been a bookseller, in a 

■. . at Belfast. He was 
■■ ; ; eason in 1797, bat libe- 

rated immediately. In the same year he 
became bankrupt, and was soon afterwards 


time he was lodged in the Castle, in order to 


protect his life, as in the case of a man 
named Newell, the Ilebels had recourse to 
assassination as the easiest mode of sup- 
ressing inconvenient evidence. In 1802 



hut in 1812 be returned for a short time 
to Dublin. ♦ 
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that Neilson, Swectman,^ and Bond, went on a particular day 
to Tinneliinch,“ and that Neilson afterwards told him (Hughes) 
that he had there sworn Mr. Grattan in as a United Irishman. 
The alleged interview with these individuals was never denied by 
* Mr. Grattan, though he repudiated the statement regarding the 
oath. 

Hughes himself bore a very indifferent character, and his 
evidence being merely secondary, would have availed notliing on 
a trial ; nor could Neilson or Sweetman be brought forward, as, 
when they confessed their own guilt. I’ ;■ dy stipulated 

that they should never be put into the ' ' ■ ' . I ■ was further 

known that Neilson was prepared to deny having ever given such 
information to Hughes. These circumstances rendered it impos- 
sible to bring forward any legal evidence against Mr. Grattan. 
But the characters of some of his associates, and the evidence 
which he gave on the trial of Arthur O’Connor, raised in the 
minds of many' serious doubts as to liis loyalty; and from the 
entries in Wolfe Tone’s own journal, it is evident that Mr. Grattan 
was still in constant communication with Tone after the latter 
had connected himself with Jackson.^ In answer to a letter on 
this subject from the Duke of Portland, Lord Cornwallis concludes 
a long despatch (September 24) with these words : “ But we must 
be satisfied with dismissing him from the Privy Council, which 
measm-e I had meant to request your Grace to recommend to His 
Miijrsty ri-- srton n> the Keports of the Committees should have 

hovii iiiid bi-rui*e him.” 


Edward Cookk, Esq., to William Wickham, Esq. 


Dear Sir, 

I guarded you last night 
I had picked up of the Castlebar 

LotiuaiDifa ia iV yo. ue tmi a House at DuH- 
(loyle, four miles from Diiloii', lo v.-iiieli flu: 
(jonspiraloi's frequcinly resorfcil, ai-il wlif-r'i 
they were occasionally concealed. Ou the 
same day that the delegates were seized at 
Bond’s, he was arrested in his own house, 
and was, with others, ultimately sent to Fort 
George. 

The dh.-; 'vir. Grattan, 

in the cou;::;- „ ' .■=■< ■ to Powers- 

court^ 

® 1*0 V. William Jachson, a clergyman of the 
C’hiu'ch of England, April 30, 1795. In early 


Dublin Castle, Sept. 1, 1798. 
from believing as authentic what 
affair. I have just seen General 

life he was the Duchess of Kingston’s agent 
in her infamous attack upon Foote, and 
' .. y r .■ 0”'' ■ 1 in the “ Trip to 

-n;:,.- '.v i herself is intro- 

duced as Lady Kitty Crocodile. Jackson 
. was afterwards in the pay of France, but 
being betrayed by a disreputable London 
attorney of the name of Cockayne, who was 
his agent and fne»id, he was tried for high 
treason in Dublin, April 23, 1795. He was 
convicted, but on the 30th he terminated a 
’ " ' poison, and died 

entence of death 
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Lake’s secretary, who has left him from illness, and was at the 
battle. He says we had about 1100 firelocks, and 9 guns, and a 
good position. The Hrench he cannot consider to have amounted 
to 800. He saw no peasantry. They came along the road in one 
column ; when they came within cannon-shot our guns stopped the 
column, they then deployed in an irregular manner to the right, 
and advanced in an excellent style — with great rapidity as sharp- 
shooters. 

Had our line been steady, all was right ; but when the French 
were 150 yards off the Longford began running off, and then the 
Kilkenny, &c., and there Avas no possibility of rallying. The men 
totally indifferent to their officers, and so shameful a rout he 
never saw. 

Wliat I AATote of our artillery is true, and of Lord Ormonde’s 
and Lord Granard’s personal good conduct, and of the good be- 
haviour of the detachment of Lord Eoden. We are all quiet here. 

Believe me, &c., 

E. Cooke. 

Marquis Coexwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

My Lord, Knock I-mi, Sept. 1, 1798. 

I have the honour to acquaint your Grace that the corps 
under my command marched this day from Balinamore, and has 
ncnr this place. 

ill" reports of my patroles, and the accounts of several 
persons who have made then escape from the enemy, it appears 
that they are still at Castlebar; and the information I have 
received, particularly from a person who held formerly the com- 
mission of Captain in His Majesty’s service, and who has been 
for several days a prisoner with the enemy, affords every ground 
for persuasion that the number of the French soldiers has been 
grossly exaggerated, that they have as yet been joined by a very 
inconsiderable portion of the inhabitants, and those (with very few 
exceptions) of the lowest order. Ho material disaffection has 
show n itself in other parts of the kingdom. 

I shall to-morrow be joined by the Queen’s and 29th regiments, 
a few miles on the other side of Tuam. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke op Portland. 

My Lord, Ballyhaimis, Sept. 5, 1798. 

• I arrived at Hollymount, 13 miles from Castlebar, yesterday, 

and was assured by persons wlio left that place on the preceding 
evening, tliat tlie enemy were still there ; that they were endea- 
vouring to strengthen the ydace, and that there was every appear- 
ance of thoii' waiting for om- attack. Thinking this however very 
improbable, I used every means in my power to watch theii' 
motions, but I did not receive certain intelligence that they had 
withdrawn themselves from the town, until 5 o’clock in the 
evening of yesterday. 

Although I marched at daybreak this morning to the north- 
ward, it was not till late in the day that I learned that the enemy 
had marched with the utmost rapidity on Sligo, and I found that 
it ivas not possible for me either to come up with them before 
they could reach that place, or to send a reinforcement to General 
Lake in time to enable him to attack them. The General has 
hung as close as it was prudent on the rear of their march, with 
a force which I did not think sufiScient to warrant his hazarding 
an action, but he has not been able essentially to retard their 
progress. 

I have written to the commanding officer of the two regiments 
stationed at Sligo, to abandon the place and retire to Ballyshannon 
or Enniskillen, and I shall detach General Moore with the two 
battalions of light infantry and the 100th regiment to reinforce 
General Lake ; who will, after these troops have joined him, marcl\ 
on the direct road to Sligo. 

I propose with the remainder of my corps to pass the Shannon 
at Garrick, and march up the Eastern Bank. Both these corps 
are, I trust, sufficient separately to meet the enemy, and this 
appeal's to be the only chance of forcing them to an action. The 
reports of the number of the Eebels who have joined the French 
are very vague, but from what I can collect, I do not conceive 
that they can exceed four thousand. I have ordered the brigade 
of Guards to march from Birr to EMbeggan. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Viscount Castlereagh to William Wickham, Esq. 

[Private.] 

SlE, Dublin Castle, Sept. 5, 1798. 

. . . In consequence of the suggestions contained in 

Mr. Pitt’s letter to me/ the Chancellor this day moved to revive 
the Secret Committee of the Lords, and will to-morrow interro- 
gate the State prisoners relative to their very impudent and mis- 
chievously intended advertisement. I am happy to observe that 
it has jiroihu-t'il liille or no effect in this coimtry in point of discre- 
diting the report, and should imagine from its being published in 
the Cornier® without comment, that the party in England do not 
build much upon it: however there is too much at stake to risk 
anything, • . -.vr— r-.-" ..,%x drami from it hereafter, when 

it w'ould b V j . • • . ■ . 1 ; explained by the parties. 

I have, &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Viscount Casti.ereagh. 

My dear Lord, French Park, Sept. G, 1798. 

The inclosed letters will inform you of anything material 
that has passed in this quarter since I wrote ye.sterday. The mis- 
taken confidence of the City of Limerick regiment® was unfortunate, 
as we should otherwise hitherto have sustained no loss from the 
rapid inroad of the enemy. 

I have directed General Lake in the event of the enemy’s 
marching to Manor Hamilton, to follow them, as fast as possible, 
taking vdth him ^Tajor-C* lu-riil Moore’.-; brigade ; but if the enemy 
should march doua i!i»f >^ii;miiori lo liie w- -d ■ Tl.e . 

I have desired him to faU back towards « ■ :•••..! '!■ : i; .■ 

1 The Duke of Portland and the Chancellor e ..'p. _ , 1-1 (-rTIdjdi ''.V.;..l!v.]-.r, V.-r.., 

■ ■ " ( ' ■■ I-' . I / I . 

revolutionary party in England. ( , •. < r..-.- ■■ ■' ■■!!.■ . :. l: •. 

Couriers ’ and ‘ Stars .i e 1. . .v . , . ' !' .! 

Ye ‘ Morning Chronic ' ' ’ ' l-< l.r.T, n. ; c; i - i’; i 

^ Under the impression that it was merely C -; .. . .■ -.i .■ d.- ii,. 

the van, this regiment, instead of falling I i"-'' ' i 

hack, awaited the attack of the whole French «■ ■ -r ..n ■■ . • » . 

force at Coloony, Sept. 5, and made a most i... v.;.- u-, \. - 1 , • = 1 I. lui 

gallant stand. Their colonel was Charles was permitted to adopt as his motto the 

Viscount Gort, b. word “Coloony,” in reference to the^flair 

in. 1st, Oct. 1789, noticed above. 

, ■ ■ Stamer, Esq., of 
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tlie best means of preventing their return into Connaught. I shall 
myself proceed to-morrow to Carrick-on-fShannon, and afterwards 
regulate my movements according to those of the enemy. 

The Guards are ordered to Kilbeggan, where they will be at 
hand to assist any of our operations, and from whence, in case of 
any serious alarm, they might arrive either by land or water in 
the course of a few hours in the Capital. I have, without assigning 
reasons, ordered boats to be held in readiness at Philipstown. 

You will be pleased to transmit the contents of this letter, with 
copies of those wliicli are enclosed, to Mr. Wickham for the Duke 
of Portland’s information. p 

Cornwallis. 

P.S. Poor Taylor is too ill to be able to mite, which is at this 
time peculiarly unfortunate. 




■I 
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Malquis Cornwallis to the Dhicb of Pprtland. 

My Lord, Camp near St. Johnstown, Sept. 8, 1798, 

When I Avrote to your Grace on the 5th, I had every reason 
to believe from the enemy’s movement to Drumahair, that it was 
their intention to march to the North, and it was natural to sup- 
pose that they might hope that a French force ivould get into 
some of the bays in that part of the country, without a succour of 
which kind, every point of direction for their march seemed equally 
desperate. 

I received however very early in the morning of the 7th, 
accounts from Lieut.-General Lake that they had turned to their 
right to Drumkeirn, and that he had reason to believe that it was 
their intention to go to Boyle, or Carrick-on-Shannon, in conse- 
quence of winch I hastened the march of the troojis under my 
immediate command, in order to arrive before the enemy at Car- 
rick, and directed Major-General Moore, who was at Tubbercurry, 
to be prepared in the event of the enemy’s movement to Boyle, 

On my arrival at Carrick, I found that the enemy had passed 
the Shannon at Balintra, where they attempted to destroy the 
bridge, but Lieut-General Lake followed them so closely, that 
they were not able to effect it. 

Under these circumstances I felt pretty confident that one 
more march would briug this disagreeable warfare to a conclusion, 
and having obtained satisfactory information that the enemy had 
halted for the night at Cloone, I moved with the troops at Carrick 
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at 10 o’clock on tlie night of the 7th to Mocliill, and directed 
Lieut.-General Lake to proceed at the same time to Cloone, which 
is about tlnee miles from MochiU, by which movement I should 
be able either to join with Lieuk-General Lake in the attack of 
the enemy, if they should remain at Cloone, or to intercept 
their retreat, if they should (as it was most probable) retire on the 
approach of our army. 

On my arrival at MochiU soon after daybreak, I found that the 
enemy had begun to move towards Granard ; I therefore proceeded 
with all possible expedition to this place, through which, I was 
assured, on account of a broken bridge, that the enemy must pass 
m their way to Granard, and directed Lieut.-General Lake to 
attack the enemy’s rear and impede their march as much as 
possible without bringing the whole of his corps into action. Lieut.- 
General Lake performed this service with his usual attention and 
ability, and the enclosed letter which I have just received from him 
wiU explain the circumstances which produced the immediate sur- 
render of the enemy’s army. 

The copy of my Orders which I enclose wiU show how much 
reason I have to be satisfied with the exertions of the troo;'-®, nurl I 
request that your Grace will be pleased to inform Mis .'Abijcsiy 
that I have received the greatest assistance from the General and 
Staff OfScers who have served with the army. 

I have the honour, &o., 

Cornwallis. 


General Orders. 

Head-quartei-s, Camp neai’ St. Johnstown, 
Sept. 9, 1798. 

p^Si:'7^'"Xord Cornwallis cannot too much applaud the zeal and 
spirit wliich has been manifested by the army, from the commence- 
ment of the operations against the invading enemy, until the 
surrender of the French forces. 

The perseverance with which the soldiers supported the extra- 
ordinary marches which were necessary to stop the progTess of the 
very active enemy, does them the greatest credit, and Lord Corn- 
wallis heartily congratulates them on the happy issue of their 
meritorious exertions. 

The corps of Yeomanry in the whole country through which 
the army has passed, have rendered the greatest services, and are 
peculiarly entitled to the acknowledgment of the T.or'l-T.icut^u.mt, 
from their not having tarnished that courage an- 1 !■>■. jiil v. v. 
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tliey displayed in tlie cause of tlieir King and countiy, by any acts 
of wanton cruelty towards tlieir deluded fellow-subjects. 

Edward Cooke, Esq., to William Wickham, Esq. 

[Private.] 

DeAE SiE, Dublin Castle, Sept. 11, 1798. 

You see Bartholomew Teeling mentioned among the pri- 
soners : he called himself Biron and aide-de-camp to Humbert. I 
saw him this morning and talked to him fi-eely ; he did not wish to 
communicate much, was collected and prepared for his fate. 

He said he conceived another column had attempted to sad, 
but had been prevented. That when they found themselves imsup- 
.ported at Castlebar, they resolved to attempt something daring, 
and to march for Dublin upon speculation of insurrection ; that 
then’ ir-a'i- Inid Irdterly grown mutinous, and refused to march arid 
fight !!i.\ l"ng-..T. 

The corps which came is not of the Italian, but Yendean army ; 
Humbert was second in command to Hoche %nd was at Bantry. 
He said 200 of the Longford and Kilkenny at one time joined 
them, but they all deserted from them except about sixty. He 
said the country-people were very ill-behaved, came in, got arms 
and clothes, and ran away, and that their sole object was plunder ; 
the French shot two of them. He praised Colonel Craufurd much 
for the manner he harassed them. 

He said the Limerick militia behaved gallantly at Colooney, 
but were iU-posted and ill-conducted. 

He thought the French brought clothing and arms for about 
4000 ; only 3 four-pounders, a good deal of ammunition. It does 
not appear that the French had much money ; they had some brass 
and paper, but little gold or silver, but I have not all particulars. 

I am, &c., 

E. Cooke. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

[Secret.] 

My Lord, DubUn Castle, Sept. 13, 1798. 

During our short hut very active and fatiguing campaign, 
I was obliged to desire Lord Castlereagh to make all necessary 
communications to your Grace on the conduct of the civil affairs 
of tliis country, by which you will have seen that our parhamentary 
business is nearly concluded, and that although' there have been 
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many alarms, no serious rising lias tafcen place in the interior of 
the country. 

The re-examination of the three appears to me 

to be very satisfactory ; and I hope that i do not deceive myself 
in thinking that the measures j)ursu.ed by this Government in 
regard to them, ■will be attended mth the most beneficial conse- 
quences both in Ireland and in Great Britain. 

In order that the matter may be fairly submitted to the 
judgment of your Grace and His Majesty’s other confidential 
servants, I enclose a statement of the -whole transaction, wliich, 
if I can place any trust in my memory, is most perfectly correct ; 
and now, after having proved the treason by the most incontro- 
vertible evidence, we have still the power of detaining the whole 
of the state-prisoners in custody as long as the war lasts, or as it 
shall be thought necessary, which could ■with difficulty have been ■ 
effected by the suspension of the Habea® Go-^pu« A^t rinvf', and we 
have besides the additional advantage b r ;,:■■!> enabled 
to banish them for Jife, instead of turning riiem loose on tiie public 
to piu’siie their treasonable practices. 

It is undoubtedly desirable that they should be sent as soon 
as possible out of this country, where, unless their confinement was 
so rigid as to preclude all communications with persons who are 
not in custody, they might yet do some mischief ; but there are 
difficulties at present attending the banishment, and even if we 
could trust to any security for their remaining in America, there 
would be a doubt, if they went in a body, whether under the 
present circumstances that country would receive such a cargo of 
sedition. 

It has occurred to me that perhaps they might be safely sta- 
tioned at Fort George and other of the forts in the Highlands of 
Scotland, with liberty of walking within a mile or two of the fort, 
but such a measm'e might perhaps alarm the people, and I throw 
it out merely as a vague suggestion. 

We have discovered a Mr.Teehng of Lisbrnne, amongst the 
French prisoners, and I believe that we shall prove a Monsieur La 
Eoche to be a Mr, Eoche^ of Ireland. It is my intention to send 
the French prisoners,, both officers and soldiers, to Liverpool, in 
some of the transports which have brought over the five regiments 
of English militia to this place. 

1 He was also supposed to be Byrne, but fresh suspio’"" i-- ^ 

he satisfied Mr. Cooke that he was born of Eoehes of ; 

English pai-pnts in France, to which country was ordert . . ■ . i 

he was allowed to return with Humbert, to previously escaped. O’ICeon was also set at 
whom he was A.D.C. After his departure liberty. The papers about him are omitted. 

2 D 2 
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The great and ample reinforcement which has been sent to this 
country will, I hope, secure Ireland against all her foreign and 
domestic enemies. I Jiave the honour to be, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Maequis Coeuwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

[Secret and Confidential.] 

My DEAE LOED, Dublin Castle, Sept. 16 , 1798. 

K I have not appeared to give my sentiments to your Grace 
with the utmost freedom, and to speak with the most perfect open- 
ness of heart on the subject both of men and measures in this 
country, I most earnestly request that you wiU believe that such 
ajiparent reserve has not proceeded from a want of the most 
affectionate regard personally to yourself, or the most entire con- 
fidence in your uprightness and honour, but in truth from my not 
being able to give you opinions which I had , not formed, or to 
explain things which I was not sure that I understood. 

The quick succession of important events during the short 
period of my Lieutenan'-y hr.: .i-i-.-rbed my attention 

from the pursuit of that g;-- .- ! -i.-'-.i--! -ii.-. :•.!> country can be 

governed and preserved, and rendered a source of strength and 
power, instead of remaining an useless and almost intolerable 
burthen to Great Britain. 

Your Grace wid not be so sanguine as to expect that I am now 
going to tell you that I have succeeded in maMng this discovery. 
Sorry am I to say that I have made no further progress than to 
satisfy myself that a perseverance in the system wliich has hitherto 
been pursued, can only lead us from bad to worse, and after ex- 
hausting the resources of Britain must end in the total separation 
of the two countries. 

The principal personages ^ here who have long been in the 
habit of direqtmg the councils of the Lords-Lieutenants are per- 
fectly well-intentioned and entirely attached and devoted to the 
British connexion, but they are blinded by their passions and 
prejudices, talk of nothing but strong measures, and arrogate to 
themselves the exclusive knowledge of a country, of which, from 
their mode of governing it, they have, in my opinion, proved them- 
selves totally ignorant, i 

To these men I have shown all civility and kindness in my 

1 The Chancellor, the Speaker, the Eight Hon. John Beresford, and others; the Speaker 
perhaps the most prominent. 
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power, and liave done for them all ordinary favours which they 
have asked, hut I am afraid that they are not satisfied with me, 
because I have not thrown myself blindly into their hands. With 
the Chancellor, who can with patience listen to the words Papist 
and Moderation, I have invariably talked on all public points which 
have occm'red, and I have show no marks of confidence to any 
other set of men, and have particularly given no countenance 
whatever to those who opposed the former Government. I have 
at all times received the greatest assistance from Lord Castlereagh, 
whose prudence, talents, and temper I cannot sufficiently com- 
mend. 

No man will, I beheve, be so sanguine as to think that any 
measures wliich Government can adopt would have an immediate 
effect on the minds of the pcjoplc, and I am by no means prepared 
to say what those should be, which slowly and progressively tend to 
that most desirable object. 

I have hitherto been chiefly occupied in checking the growing 
evil, but so perverse and ungovernable are the tempers here, that 
I cannot flatter myself that I have been very successful. 

With regard to future plans I can only say that some mode 
must be adopted to soften the hatred of the Catholics to om* 
Government. Whether this can be done by advantages held out 
to them from an union with Great Britaia, by some provision for 
their clergy, or by some modification of tythe, which is the grievance 
of which they complain, I will not presume to determine. The 
first of these propositions is rmdoubtedly the most desirable, if the 
dangers with which we are surrounded will admit of our making the 
attempt, but the dispositions of the people at large, and especially 
of the North, must be previously felt. 

The Chancellor, who is much disposed to tliis measure, will go 
soon to Harrowgate, and will return by the way of London, where 
he will have an opportunity of talking the subject over with your 
Grace, and by that time I shall probably be better able to judge 
how it vill go down in this country. j 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount Castleebag-h to William Wickham, Esq. 

[Private and Confidential.] 

Sir, Dufilin Castle, Sept. 17, 1798. 

. . . Torn” lettf'’. n~'!rVl rr‘v."t-' I'f (L- 
10th has been received. T:i. ( 'iil.-M.rri'ii.';!' »: :i:i ■ i. , i-. 
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exertion of mine, in seconding the salutary military regulations his 
Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant is about to adopt for restoring the 
discipline of the Irish army, particularly of the native militia, 
which has suffered more from the irregular service in which the 
troops have necessarily been engaged, than any other description 
of force. The spirit of party naturally finds its way amongst the 
privates, and it is much to be lamented that the officers are not 
more sensible of the necessity of repressing it than they have yet 
shown themselves. x4.s far as I can presume to g'‘v~ c” r.-.-r-rio-: 
there is little to fear from disaffection — ^much fr’om ■ - : ■ . r ■ ; i 
and religious distinction ; a disposition to plunder has grown out of 
the unfortunate warfare in which they have been engaged, which 
the principle of free-quartering, however well regulated, was calcu- 
lated to countenance. I have no doubt the Lord-Lieutenant will 
speedily bring them bach to a respect for property ; it is more 
difficult to make tl-ern Ihe inferior officers who have 

suffered authority to p.-iss fi-viii li.- ii; hands. 

I can easily conceive the Gruards have suffered fi’om the abund- 
ance of spirits at Wuterford, the English regiments generally on 
their landing indulge in the use of wliiskey for a time ; it does not 
however appear to me that drmikenness is by any means the pre- 
vailing vice of the Irish army. In the Irish Militia regiments by 
no means so : bad officers, perpetually soHciting leave of absence, 
and a total ignorance and inexperience of every military duty 
beyond that of a common parade, are our weak points. The troops 
on the late expedition,! am told, visibly improved, a ro])etition of 
such attacks would not injure us. My iiord Cormviillis is deter- 
mined to enforce the strictest discipline, and his Grace may be 
assured I shall lose no opportunity of impressing on the minds of 
those with whom I communicate, how much the safety of the 
countryds at r-\-|i(;.-:cd fr-Tn Ihe indiscipline of its Militia. 

TheFrencii s-M'Icii lish morning for Liverpool. The 

officers not much pleased witli their Connaught allies. General 
Humbert very . . Ij-" i negotiation and connexion 

between the Dir- i ^ , i’sclosed by the Irish agents. 

I have, &c., 

Castleeeagh. 

Early in August an application was made by Mr. Eufus King 
to the Government, to obtain authority for the purchase of a quan- 
tity of cannon and small arms wanted for the use of the American 
Government. There seems to have been considerable difficulty in 
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acceding to tlie request, and the Ordnance Department denied that 
the Bhminghani manufactm’ers Avere able to furnish more than 
Government were ready to take. Mr. King wanted 25,000 stand 
of small arms either from the mannfacturers or from the Tower 
stores, as many iron cannon of various calibres for the navy as 
could be bought for 60007, and the same for the army to the extent 
of 40007 The Ministry were inclined to accede to the request, and 
the following correspondence passed between Lord Grenville and 
Lord Cornwallis ; — 


Lord Grenville to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Received Sept. 17. 

My dear Lord, Cleveland Row, Sept. IS, 1798, 

During your absence from Dublin I felt it quite impossible 
to trouble you on the subject of the inclosed ^lapers. You will 
recollect that we had formerly some conversation on the business, 
and I think then you seemed to be of opinion, that, although we 
could not suffer the American Government to employ the British 
manufacturers, yet that the Ordnance here might afford them some 
limited supply. 

Not knowing to what degree you are enabled to mix with the 
labours of your present situation, any attention or superintendence 
of the details of the Ordnance here, I am not sure whether I do right 
in troubling you upon this subject, but Mr. King’s 
so pressing, that I am under the necessity of giving * ' i i h ■ 

I i^ave, &c., 

Grenville. 


Mar(2uis Cornwallis to Lord Grenville. 

[Private.] 

My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, Sept. IS, 1798. 

No branch of the Ordnance business has given me so much 
anxiety and uneasiness as the situation in which Ave stood in regard 
to small anus, of which article when I came into office Ave were 
almost enthely unprovided. The loss of arms in Holland, and still 
more in the West Indies, have exceeded aU bounds of calculation, 
and Ave have since been called upon to provide in the first instance 
for the Supplementary Militia, and aftenvards for the general 
arming of the country. 
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In order that we might pursue an uniform system as well in 
our transactions with the manufacturers as in the distribution of 
arms, I requested the Surveyor-General (General Eoss) to take the 
peculiar superintendence of this branch of the Department and to 
manage the correspondence, and all the transactions with the 
manufacturers, who were prepared to take every advantage of our 
difficulties and distresses. 

I have desired General Eoss to wait upon yom’ Lordsliip, and 
to lay before you the amount of our present stock with our probable 
receipt and deliveries, and your Lordship and His Majesty’s confi- 
dential servants will then be enabled to judge how far it may be in 
our power to assist the American Government. 

I shall only add that I am perfectly persuaded that it would be 
better for us to give them every firelock in our store, than to allow 
Mr. King to employ our manufacturers. j j^aye &c., - 

COENWALLIS. 


Majoe-Geneeal the Hon. J. H. Hutchinson to Maequis Coenwallis. 

My LOED, Dublin, Sept, 20, 1798. 

From the conversation I had the honour of holding with 
■your Excellency at BaUynamon, and from subsequent events, I 
have the inortification of finding that my conduct has met with 
your disapprobation. Thus circumstanced, nothing remams for me 
to do, but to request your Excellency’s permission to resign my 
situation on the Staff of Ireland. 

I was originally placed on it without any solicitation on my 
part by the express command of H. E. H. the Dulie of York. I 
have hitherto served without reproach, but having now the mis- 
fortune of incurring yoiu censm-e, I feel myself bound as a man of 
honour to retire from a situation in which I can be no longer useful 
to the public, and not to impose upon your Excellency the difficulty 
of employing a general officer who has forfeited your confidence. 

If anything can increase the regret which I feel in discontinuing 
to serve under your Excellency’s command, it is the high sense I 
entertain of your military character, and the respect I bear to those 
wise and bumano ])rhi(U])lcs of pohcy, upon which you administer 
the Government of this unhappy country. 

I take the liberty to inclose a statement of facts. 


J. H. HUTOHIifSOlY. 
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Statement by the Hon. Major-General Hutchinson with reference to 
THE Action at Castlebar. 

Sept. 21, 1798. 

At nine in the morning of Thursday August 23, Major- 
General Hutchinson, then commanding in Connaught, received a 
report that the enemy had landed in the Bay of Kill ala. 

Sh Thomas Chapman^ mentioned in the letter that there were 
seven or eight ships, without specifying whether they were men of 
war, frigates or transports. As eight ships of a large size might 
have contained a considerable force, the General thought it his 
duty to remain at Galway until he had received better information 
of the movement, and the real strength of the enemy, and that 
morning, shortly after nine o’clock, roportod his iritcutiou of conti- 
nuing there, until he should receive further advices — giving orders 
at the same time to the troops under his command to hold them- 
selves in readiness to move on the shortest notice. 

About two o’clock of the morning of the 24th, General Taylor 
reported tlie landing of the troops at Killala, from three ships, and 
giving the various accounts he received of their force, making 
then amount from 600 to 1200 or 1600 men, and pressing for 
immediate support and assistance. 

At the same time, or rather before, the General was informed 
that the Carbineers and the Yeomamy had moved forward toward 
Ballina and Killala. From those different accounts, the General, 
judging that the force of the enemy was probably not above 1000 
men, and knowing with that number their object must be either to 
plunder property, or to organize a civil war in the country, and he 
having a force under liis command of near 4000 men, thought it 
Ms duty to move forward on the enemy, in order to prevent, by the 
quickness of his movements, the possibility of their succeeding in 
either design. He reported this Ms intention to Dublm, and left 
Galway about ten o’clock on Friday and arrived at Castlebar that 
night, from whence he communicated to the Lord-Lieutenant aU 
the intelligence wMch he had received of the probable strength 
and movements of the enemy. 

During the course of Saturday and Sunday he communicated 
all the intelligence which it was in Ms power to collect, particu- 
larly the information brought by Lieutenant Grey of the Car- 
bineers, who had been sent with a flag of truce to the enemy, and 
returned about two o’clock on Saturday, reporting the strength of 
the enemy to be by no means so considerable. 

’ Colonel Sir Thomas Chapman, Kt., 2nil 1837 ; m. 1808, Margaret, dau. of James 
Bart. Aug, 1810, Lieut.-Colonel 6th Dra- Fetherstonhangh, Esq., of Bracklyn Castle. 
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General Lake arrived between ten and eleven o’clock on that 
night, and took upon himself the command of the troops. 

On Monday morning, 27th August, about an hour before -sun- 
rise, a report was received from the outpost, distant about six 
miles, that the enemy were advancing. The troops were imme- 
diately assembled, having the night before received orders to be 
under arms two hom*s before daybreak. The troops and cannon 
were then posted on a position previously taken, where they 
remained until seven o’clock. They were IGOO or 1700 cavalry 
and infantry, ten pieces of cannon and one howitzer. The ground 
was very strong by nature; the French were about 700, having 
left 100 at Ballina, and 100 at Killala. They did not land above 
900 rank and file. They had with them about 500 rebels, a great 
proportion of whom fled after the first discharge of cannon. The 
French had f)u]y two 4-]H)njiders, and from 30 to 40 mounted men. 
Nothing could exceed the misconduct of the troops, ^vith the exception 
of the artillery, wliich was admirably served, and of Lord Koden’s 
Fencibles, who appeared at all times willing to do their duty. 
There is too much reason to imagine that two of the regiments had 
been previi-jusly tampered vuth, the hope of which disaffection in- 
du''ed riu; IVc-iu-h to make the attack, which was certainly one of 
the most hazardous and desperate ever thought of against a very 
superior body of troop)s, as their retreat both on KiUala and Ballina 
was cut off by Sir Thomas Chapman and General Taylor. When 
the troops fell into confusion without the, possibility of rallying 
them, there was scarcely any danger ; very few men at that time 
had fallen on our part ; the French on the contrary had suffered 
considerably. They lost 6 officers and from 70 to 80 men, which 
was great, considering how short a time the action lasted, and the 
smallness of their numbers. I am convinced had our troops con- 
tinued film for ten minutes longer, the affair must have been 
over to our entire advantage, but they fired voUies, without any 
orders, at a few men before they were wdthin musket-shot. It 
was impossible to stop them, and they abandoned their ground 
immediately afterwards. 

I do not mention these circumstances in order to exculpate 
myself. It would be the height of presumption in me to make 
myself accountable for the events of that day, as General Lake 
had the command ; I have only positively to maintain that I never 

' " ’ ■ ;b necessity of fighting. He might, if he had 

ve abandoned the position at Castlebar on 
a : = ■ morning the troops had at least two hours 

to retire either on Hollymount or Foxford, with a certainty of not 
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being followed, as our force was greatly superior to tbeirs, and it 
would have been impossible for them to harass us bn account of 
their inferiority in cavalry. Their object on that day was Castlebar 
alone, and they aimed at notliing else, 

I do not at all mean to infer that G-eneral Lake deserves any 
blame for engaging the enemy ; perhaps he might not have thought 
it vdse to abandon a great tract of country to an inferior force, 
without making an effort for its preservation. 

Had I received any instructions, or been made acquainted with 
your Excellency’s intentions, I do most solemnly assure you 
nothing should have induced me to depart from them. With a 
very superior force under my command, I thought it my duty not 
to leave a great proportion of the province of Connaught open to 
the incursions of an inferior enemy. I therefore advanced from 
Galway to Castlebar ; in that position remained from Friday night 
until the arrival of General Lake, and I humbly submit to your 
Excellency that I ought not to be held responsible for any subse- 
quent event. 

MAEyUlS CORXWALLIS TO MaJOR-GeXEEAL THE HOX. J. H. HOTaHINSON. 
8iR, Dublin Castle, Sept. 23, 1798. 

I have received your letter dated 20th instant, desiring 
to retire from the Staff of this country, and I am sorry to find you 
feel yom’self under the. necessity of taking this step in consequence 
of my having expressed a disapprobation of your conduct, in moving 
so hastily forward with your whole force to Castlebar, without 
waiting for any communication horn me on a matter of so great 
inportance. 

Your zeal to prevent a great part of the country from being 
plundered by the enemy, was highly meritorious, and your be- 
haviour in the action, according to General Lake’s report, was such 
as to do you the greatest credit ; but still I my duty, as 

Commander-in-Chief, to point out to you wh.' .■ | I to me to 
be an error of judgment on your part, and especially as it is one of 
that kind which is hkely to produce the most fatal consequences, 
and which a General Officer, who has more zeal and courage than 
experience in the practical part of his profession, is very liable to 
commit. 

You state the force under your command to have amounted to 
near 4000 men; but I have understood that you had not more 
than 1000 infantry with you at the time that you yenr.Si ir 

to be attacked by the French; and, considering tliiU ymir iroo|is 
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had never yet seen a regular enemy, I tliink it would not have 
been prudent 6r advisable to place that corps in such a situation as 
to be subject to receive an attack, or make a precipitate retreat, 
even if you had seen no necessity for waiting for any communica- 
tion with die Commander-in-Chief. 

I have now only to assure you, that so far from having any 
personal ill-disposition towards you, I have befiu mn^h pvopnaqoaQor] 
in favour of your character, and I earnestly >■■ ■■■.■: . ><'. ii i. i 
to consider the business once more before you take the final reso- 
lution of resigning your appointment on the Staff. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Major-General the Hon. J. Hely Hutchinson to the Marquis 
Cornwallis. 

My Lord, DaWin, Sept. 25, 1798. 

I have been honoured with your Excellency’s letter, and am 
to assure you, that whrn T i-oquostod your permission to resign my 
situation on the Staffs.'!' rri.laod, ii v.-as under the irnTwciQ^nn fLof, 
I might have been so unfortunate as to forfeit yoi"' 
confidence, and, in that event, I certainly should have thought 
myself bound to retire from a situation, in which I might have 
embarrassed your Excellency, and could have been of no further 
use to the public. 

The letter which your Excellency has done me the honour to 
write to me, has entirely removed every feeling of that nature, and 
b; - ■M--’’ . to continue under your command, irom 

i.' I !■ !■=■ .1. -i:.- •.* retiring but with the utmost reluctance 
and concern, and under which I shall feel it my pride and pleasm’e 
to remain. j ji^ve, &e., 

J. H. Hutchinson. 


* Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. W. Pitt. 


My dear Sir, Dublin Castle, Sept. 25, 1798. 

About three horns after your letter reached me, I received 


the enclosed information - of the 

^ The Duke of Portland had. Sept. 21, 
informed •’ ^ ,'i 

were aboi' ■ : , , ,, , , . i 

attack P< ■. i 



sailiug of the second armament 

1 iw) -i;-:’! vi-'l-:. Di-;- 

1 t) 1. I'.', 

tiiej; were atuaeked by Sir John Dorlase 
Warren. A general action ensued, and on 
that and the subsequent days all the French 
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which has been for some time prepared at Brest against this 
country, and which had been once stopped by Lord Bridport’s ^ 
fleet. Situated as I am for my sins in the direction of the affairs 
of a country, nine-tenths of the inhabitants of which are thoroughly 
disaffected to the G-overnment, with a militia on which no depen- 
dence whatever can be placed, and which Abercromby too justly 
described by saying that they were only formidable to their 
friends,^ and with the constant threats of foreign invasion, how 
hard it is for me to say what troops I can spare. But tliis is not 
my only difficulty, as great part of what is supposed to be dis- 
posable, is in fact an ideal force. You will see by the enclosed 
statement, that the eight skeleton regiments which are on this 
establishment, are too weak to be of any use here, or to render 
service elsewhere, and even their wretched numbers are composed 
chiefly of raw recruits. The brigade of Guards cannot, I conclude, 
be disposed of for the service of India. There remain then the 
four regiments which were sent in the last spring from Britain. 
The Eoyals, consisting when they lauded of about 300 men ; the 
2nd and 29th, which corps, when they were with me in the late busi- 
ness, brought about 450 each into the field; and the 100th 
(Huntley’s), wliich produced 600 under arms. 

Of all those, the corps which I should be most concerned to 
part with would be Huntley’s, as they are exemplary in their 
conduct and discipline, and are brigaded under General Moore, 
with two strong battalions of Irish light infantry, in whom we could 
place no trust, if they were not supported by the steadiness of the 
100th. 

I have now put you ’r .-.f my wealth, and told 

you all my dangers; it is --v y-\ — i f the former according 

to your judgment of the ■••! of the two countries, 

for I really do not know how far India is in any immediate danger 
f-- -' - B-.- .. -Ir. il'hough I am well aware of the ultimate mis- 

I ii : ! ! ■; ■ .the establishment of the French iu Egypt. 


ships, except tv ' ,vo small 

vessels, were ■ . ■ Corbett, 

M'Guire, and , ■ ■ ' leading 

Irish leaders, escaped, but Wolfe Tone was 
taken on board the Hoche. The French fleet 
was commanded by Commodore Bompart, 
and the land force, about 3000 strong, by 
General Hardy. 

1 .■.l.rS'i’ I '-.-. ' • Viscount Bridport, K.B., 
hv I l!. l, Vice-Admiral of Great 

Britain, and General of Marines, h. Dec. 2, 
1726, d. May 3,- 1814; m, 1st, 1761, 
Maria, dau. of the Rev. R. West, Prebendary 


of Durham, and 2nd, June 26, 1788, Mary 


'■ "■ '^-omoted to an 

■ ■ ■■ . . 1801. M.P. 

■ ■ ■ June, 1790, 

■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ ickingham to 

m<iy^ X i 

- An expression used by Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby in General Ovdev.s dalod Dublin, 
Feb. 26, 1798. 
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TLa i')Tinm'r»a'! paA-.-viA t-a-a o-.a frightened that they would I 
; .■ ^ . ■■ ■ ■■■•• ■■ •>: I ■■■; but then it must be a Protestant 

Union, and even the Chancellor, who is the most right-headed 
politician in thi^ aountTr, A-. ill suft hear of the Eoman Catholics 
sitting in thfe Voiicd J'isrliiiiiKM-.i. You will easily conceive that 
with a hostile fleet hovering on our coast, and two civil wars — (one 
in Wexford and Wicklow, and the other in Mayo) raging in the 
country, I am at this moment pretty well occupied. You may 
depend on hearing either from me or Lord Castlereagh if any- 
thing material should occm\ X am, &c., 

COEWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss, Phcenix Park, Sept. 30, 1798. 

The last has been a week of alarms. On Sunday last, the 
2Srd, I received advice from a frigate which arrived in Bantry 
Bay, that two line-of-battle ships and seven frigates full of troops 
had come out of Brest, and on Tuesday I was told from high autho- 
rity in England, that the most authentic information had just been 
received, that the French were prepared to take advantage of 
Lord Bridport’s being obliged to go into port, and to make a 
formidable attack on Cork and the sonthern coast of this country. 
At the same time I received a letter from Dundas in Scotland, 
saying that he must call upon me for some of my disposable force 
to go to India, to resist Buonaparte. The eight regiments on this 
establishment are mere skeletons, yours® is by far the strongest ; 
the 30th is the only other corps that has 250 men ; several of them 
have not half that number — ^the 2nd and 29th being about 450 
men each under arms, and the 100th (by far the best of the whole) 
600, The Eoyals have on paper only 300. By taking the tliree 
serviceable regiments be may ruin Ireland, but I am afraid he 
cannot save India. 

This country is daily becoming more disturbed. Beligious 
animosities iucrease, and I am sorry to say are encouraged by the 
foolish violence of all the principal persons who have Been in the 
bnlut of governing (b:.s idiiinl ; find ilic Irish militia, fr’om their 
rci'Oiiicd iiii<i)v. h:ivi-.)nr in lii*; rif Id, auil ilu-.ir extreme licentiousness, 

1 At till's t'l'np O'" t-rmi: ir This was the case with the 2nd, 29th, and 

I i-'i ; V others. 

■ ■ _ • , ■ 2 Yhe 89th, of which General Ross was 

■ ■ ■ ■ . colonel. 
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are fallen into sncli universal contempt and abliorrence, tliat wlien 
applications are made for tlie protection of troops, it is often 
requested tliat Irish militia may not he sent. 

The great measure from which I looked for so much good, 
will, if carried, fall far short of my expectations, as all the leading 
persons here, not excepting the Chancellor, are determined to resist 
the extension of its operation to the Catholics, I feel the measure 
of so much importance that it is worth carrying anyhow, but I am 
determined not to submit to the insertion of any clause, that shall 
make the exclusion of the Catholics a fundamental part of the 
Union, as I am fully convinced that until the Catholics are admitted 
into a general participation of rights, (which when incorporated 
with the British Government they cannot abuse,) there will be no 
peace or safety in Ireland. . Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

I have asked the Duke of York to let Nightingall come over 
to command the 1st battalion of light infantry under General 
Moore. 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

My Lord, DuUin Castle, Oct. 6, 1798. 

I have received your Grace’s letter of the 1st instant, 
enclosing His Ma-iesty’s royal letter directing me to cause the 
name of Henry Grattan, Esq., to be struck out of the list of His 
Majesty’s Privy Council in Ireland. 

Having dhected a Council to be summoned this day, I struck 
the name of Henry Grattan, Esq., out of the list of the Privy 
Council in their presence, pursuant to His ’M'pj'^ofv’a c'^'^'''»^auds, 
and I have directed the same to be notified ii! ih- '• i;./- !!■,■ !.■■■• :■!- 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Rig-ht Hon. W. Pitt. 

[Most Private.] 

Dear Sir, Dublin Castle, Oct. 8, 1798. 

I had yesterday a long conversation with tlio Cbancellor, 
who purposes to embark this evening for England. You will find 
him disposed to discuss the important subject in question with 
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great fairness, and ■with the most sincere good wishes for the 
future welfare of both countries. He does not, however, appear 
to feel sufficiently how absolutely dependent the Protestants at 
present are on the support of Britain; but indeed it must be 
allowed that if they are sensible of it themselves, their opposition 
to the measure of admitting the Catholics to sit in Parliament 
would be as 'vdolent as if such dependence did not exist. I cer- 
tainly ■wish that England could now make a union with the Irish 
nation, instead of making it -with a party in Ireland ; and although 
I agree with those who assert that the Catholics will not be 
immediately converted into good subjects, yet I am sanguine 
enough to hope, after the most plausible and most popular of 
their grievances is removed (and especially if it could be accom- 
panied by some regulation about tythes) that we should get time 
to breathe, and at least check the rapid progress of discontent and 
disaffection. 

After what I have said I shah, submit the present question 
entirely to yom- decision, and shall only press strongly upon you 
my most earnest recommendation, that, whatever your determina- 
tion now may be, you wiU not suffer it to be made irrevocable. 

I am, &c., 

COEFWALLIS. 

MaEQTJIS COIINWALLIS TO THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 

[Most Private and Confidential.] 

My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, Got. 8, 1798. 

. . . The Chancellor sails for England this evening, and 
he goes with the thorough conviction that unless an union between 
Great Britain and Ireland can be effected, there remains but 
little hope that the connexion between the two countries will 
long subsist. 

He thinks, however, that at present the admission of CathoMcs 
into Parliament would create alarming discontents among the 
Protestants, and go but a little way towards removing from the 
minds of the former that poison which has been infused into them 
with so much art and industry. 

The question is of so great magnitude, that I dare not place 
sufficient confidence in such judgment as my recent knowledge of 
this country has enabled me to form, to speak decidedly on the 
subject. 
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The Chancellor is fnllv impressed with a sense of the extreme 
dangers which so imminently threaten this island, and he Vvilh I 
am persuaded, discuss the matter with your Grace and the others 
of His Majesty’s conlidential servants with whom he may converse, 
with fairness and candoiu’ and without being biassed by little con- 
siderations and prejudices. Perhaps he does not feel with sufficient 
force how dependent the Protestants are at this moment on Great 
Biitain for their very existence. . . . 

I am, &c., 

CORNW^ ALLIS, 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Bishop op Lichfield and Coventry, 
Dear James, Phoonix Park, Oct. ll, 1798, 

I have taken a long time to thanlr you for your very kind 
letter dated the 19th ult ; but you, who have seen how much a 
Lord-Lieutenant is wmrried and teased even in peaceable times, 
can make allowances for my situation. 

We have been for this last fortnight in hourly expectation of 
the arrival of the armament which sailed from Brest in the middle 
of last month, ^ but I begin now to tliink that they will not come : 
we are, however, well prepared for them, and with our present 
mihtary force have nothing to fear. This wretched country, I am 
sorry to say, is, in its internal state, getting worse and worse every 
day. The evil is apparent, but God knows where we are to find 
the remedy. 

Horace is vastly well ; he is very good-humoured, and conse- 
quently much Hked and everywhere well received. The life of 
a Dubhn aide-de-camp, except when the Prench give us a little 
occupation, is rather of the idle kind, and, although Horace is not 
disposed to vice or irregularity, it can hardly be cxi)ccl:r:d thfit he 
should be getting forward in knowledge of any kind. IV.-iiiiips 
when you go to town for the winter, you may think it right to send 
for him over for two or three montlis, that he may not become too 
much an Irishman. 

Notliing can be more unpleasant and more repugnant to all 
my ideas of comfort and happiness than the life I lead here, and 
I am not sanguine enough to hope that it can be attended with 
much good to the public. I have got some credit with the Church 
for my new Bishop ; I do not mean by the translation of O’Beirne,^ 

^ Sk J. B. Warren fell in with this squad- ^ T’- ^ ^ ---- ^ tT. . 

ron the very day this letter was written. ' . - ' 

Bee note to the letter to Mr. Pitt, Sept. 25. ' j 

VOL. TI. -2 E 
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for he was the D. of Portland’s choice, hut Dr. Young ^ who suc- 
ceeds to Clonfert, and who is universally allowed to be the man 
who best deserved a seat on the Bench. 

I beg to be most Idndly remembered to Mrs, and Miss 0.,® and 
James, ^ and am with great truth, 

Y^our most affectionate brother, 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. W, Pitt. 

Dear Sir, Dablm Castle^ Oat. 17, 1798. 

The great question which is now depending in regard to 
Ireland occupies my mind so fully, that ! cannot help taking 
advantage of the favourable opportunity of Mr. Elliott ^ going to 
England to offer a few more words to y(^u on this most important 
subject. 

It has always appeared to me a desperate measure for the 
British G-overnment to make an irrevocable alliance with a small 
party in Ireland (which party has derived all its consequence from, 
and is in fact entirely dependent upon the British Government), to 
wage eternal war against the Pajusts and Presbyterians of this 
kingdom, wliich two sects, from the fairest calculations, compose 
about nine-tenths of the community. 

If the danger of such an act should strike His Majesty’s 
Ministers, as I trust to God it will, in the same forcible light, it 

Moray), He was ortlaiued a Catholic pi-iest Bishcp. I’ i-ii-i ''. ■■■■' ■■ - ■. ■'■i,.': <■'' 
abroad, but on his return to England he re- ® ' ; >.■ ll-'" i>. 

nounced the Church of Rome, a step greatly 1774, d. Jan. :i4, iSld, uiim. 
owing b' t’--> y — 1 -ffip,-. 3 James, 5th and last Earl Cornwallis, b. 

Bishop ■ . ‘ Sept. 20, 1778, d. May 21, 1852; m. ist, 

the Archbishop of Canterbury, uncle to Lord Dec. 12, 1804, hlaria Isabella, dau. of Fran- 
Cornwallis. He then went to America with cis Dickens, Esq., M.P. for the county of 
without fresh ordi- Northampton; 2iid, Jan. 22, 1829, Laura, 
to the Duke of dau. ^ *-■ . 

tenant of Ireland 4, 1- . . . ! . 

and when he became Premier in the following ofR . . 


. ■ March, 1806, to April, 1807. Buried in 
i.aiJioJiC jjrK-st, in uw (ia)ce.»e. ” ■ - ■ ’ 

' Dr. M.itthev,- YoiUigj ;i .'Junior Fellow of - ' . 
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conies tlien to be considered wlietlier a union witli the Protestants 
will afford a temporary respite ffom the spirit of faction and 
rebellion wdiich so universally pervades this island, and whether the 
Catholics will patiently wait for what is called their emancipation 
from the justice of the united Parliament. 

If we are to reason on the future from the past, I should think 
that most people would answer these questions in the negative, 
even if it could be supposed that there would be no mischievous 
intervention on the part of the English Opposition, from which 
quarter I am convinced that you will not flatter yourself with the 
hope of such conscientious forbearance. 

Upon this view of the subject, if it is in contemplation ever to 
extend the privileges of the Union to the Eoman Catholics, the 
present appears to be the only opportunity which the British 
Ministry can have of obtaining any credit from the boon, which 
must otherwise in a short time be extorted from them. 

Mr. Elliott, who is well known to you, has been much in my 
confidence, and there are few persons who can give a more just, and 
who will give a more dispassionate, opinion on the state of this 
wretched country. j 

COKNWALLIS. 


Captain Taylor to Lieut.-Gbneral Craig.^ 


Sir, Dublin Castle, Oct. 18, 1798. 

Having laid before the Lord Lieutenant the proceedings of 
a G-eneral Coiu’t-Martial held by your orders in Dublin barracks on 
Saturday the 13th instant, of wliich Colonel the Earl of Ennis- 
killen ® was President, I am directed to acquaint you that his 
Excellency entirrly rh^nppvovc-s of the- sentence of the above Court 
Martial, acC|Uini!!g iiiigii \Vi!ol!iig!!iMi r-f a cruel and deliberate 
murder, of which, ly (ho ol(;iir(:>i' ovidonoo, he appears to have been 
guilty. 

Lord Cornwallis orders the Court-Martial to be immediately 
dissolved, and directs that Hugh Whollaghan shall be dismissed 
from the corps of yeomanry in which he served, and that he shall 
not be received into any other corps of yeomamy m this kingdom. 


* Liei'". ’ n-.-. _ .. 

mand oi ; ■ . . 

1811, C . ■ . . 

2 Joliu Willoughby, 1st Earl of Ennis- 
killen, so made Aug. 18, 1789, b. 1736, 
d. May 22, 1803 ; m. Nov. S, 1763, Anne, 
sister of Armar, 1st Lord and 1st Earl 


of Belmore, Lord Enniskillen was very 
much offended at the reprimand which loid 
Cornwallis gave to the members of this 
CourtrMartial. A great coolness, both poli- 
tical as well as personal, ensued, and it was 
not till Feb. 1800 that a reconciliation was 
effected. 
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His Excellency further desires that the above may be read to 
the President and Members of the Court-Martial in open court. 

I have, &G., 

H. Taylor, Mil. Sec. 

P.S. I am also directed to desire that a new Court-Martial may 
be immediately convened, for the trial of such prisoners as may be 
brought before them, and that none of the oiticers who sat upon 
Hhgh Whollaghan be admitted as Members, 

The facts connected with this case were shortly these. A party 
of the Mount Kennedy corps of yeomamy, one of whom was ^^diol- 
laghan, were patrolling at night. They entered a cabin occupied 
by a woman named Dogherty and her son, who wms at that time 
eating his supper. Whollaghan charged , him with having been a 
rebel, and declared he would Mil liim. The young man begged 
the soldier to spare his life, and expressed his readiness to go before 
a magistrate. Whollaghan however twice sna 2 :>ped his piece at 
him, and one of his comrades coming in fired and broke Dogherty ’s 
arm, although the poor mother, seeing their murderous intentions, 
endeavoured to seize the muzzle of his gun. 'VYhollaghan, in sjnte 
of her prayers and entreaties, deliberately levelled at Dogherty 
who was lying on the floor, and shot him dead. A permanent 
Court-Martial, consisting of Lord Ennisldlleii, President, a Major 
and tliivv; r.iiilaii.s <4 Iho 5th Dragoons, one officer of the Eerma- 
nagh iiiiliiiii. and oiu* of the 68th, was sitting at Dublin, and 
Whollaghan was brought before them. The facts above stated 
were not denied, but the defence was, that Dogherty had been a 
rebel, though now provided with a protection, and that WlioUaghan 
was a very loyal subject. To prove this some evidence was 
tendered, and, as it was mostly hearsay, very improperly admitted. 
The sentence jmonounced on the prisoner was, that tliis Court do 
find that he did shoot and MU Thomas Dogherty, a rebel, but do 
:!c..|!i!' liim of ivny malicious or wilful intention of murder.” Lord 
{ \ r:i v. iilii.s. ’.iatur.-dly indigTiant at such perversion of justice, ordered 
the preceding letter to be written, for wliich he was much blamed 
by the iiUra-loyalisls both m Ireland and England. But a difierent 
opinion might perhaps have been formed, had the public known 
what the conduct of a large jn'oportion of tlie troops (jnincipally of 
the Irish militia and yeomanry) had been. Among those corps an 
impression existed, that it was perfectly justifiable to put to death, 
without even the formality of a trial, any man who was known or 
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was even suspected to have been a Eebel — an impression too often 
confirmed by the conduct of their officers, who sometimes joined in, 
imd fT'cr|iTPnt]y defended, these atrocious proceedings. This ren- 
d..,Tcd ir \i;r\ diTiieiili to check the evils arising from such feelings, 
the more so, as the ferocity of the Rebels had at times afforded a 
pretext for the violence of the military. 

WhoUaghan’s was by no means a solitary case. Many other 
trials took place in which the members of the courts-martial, influ- 
enced by similar feelings, availed themselve of every subterfuge ; 
sometimes admitting illegal, sometimes rejecting legal, evidence, 
to avoid giving r. p-t rr'.d ^ d-oision. Among such cases may 

be mentioned tl: ■■■“ I.!- of the militia, 

who, at the head of a party of his men, had committed a crime as 
nearly similar as possible to 'WTiollaghan’s, Though the murder 
took place in June, 1798, the trial was postponed to May, 1799, 

when Lieutenant was acquitted, but some of his men were 

convicted, the sentence being — guilty, death. “But it ai3pearing 
that the deceased had belonged to a yeomanry corjDs which had 
been disbanded, and that he had not joined any other, the Court 
are of opinion that at the time the crime was committed, the pri- 
soners did not think they were doing an improper act in putting a 
person that they thought a llebel to death, and from their former 
good conduct, the Court submit to his Excellency whether they are 
not fit objects for mercy, and be sent to serve in a regiment abroad 
for Iffe.” . . . 

Lord Cormvallis took the opinion of the Attorney-General, as 
to the possibility of trying by another court-martial Lieutenant 

, who was evidently the most culpable, as the party acted 

under his orders; but receiving an answer in the negative, he 
recommended that the Lieutenant should be dismissed ffom the 
service. These instances prove that Lord Cornwallis had ample 
grounds for the strong exj)ressions often used in his private 
letters, 

A circumstance, in some degree connected with this trial, must 
not b,: ]);>>>( :(1 (ivi i- iii silence. It will be observed that four officers 
of ilif ■"'i l! Dr.-igi ■!)!)< served upon this Court-Martial, and one at 
least of them must have concurred in that verdict of acquittal 
which Lord Cornwallis so strongly condemned. Some persons 
have therefore chosen to imagine that Lord Cornwallis on this 
account afterwards recommended the regiment to be disbanded; 
mwl. imy'v- '-.-ecl with this view, they have within these last few years 
'(aue violent attacks upon him in' the public press. 
hJothing can be more unfounded than such an idea. The real 
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facts are these. In the latter part of this year, the General ^ com- 
manding the district in which this regiment was quartered, officially 
reported on then* insubordination and want of discipline, stating 
that many of the soldiers were United Irishmen, and ^Yere in the 
habit of drinking most seditious toasts. Upwards of twenty had 
been tried for high treason, desertion to the enemy, arson, &c. ; 
almost all of them were convicted, and several shot or hung. It 
further ai^peared that the conduct of the officers, with the excep- 
tion of the Lieut.-Colonel“ (whose very meritorious exertions had 
been little assisted by the others), had been very blameable, and 
that much of the disorder prevailing in the regiment was to be 
attributed to then* neglect of duty. Many reasons, one of which 
was the name of the regiment — ^the Eoyal Irish Dragoons — made 
Lord Cornwallis very umvilling to recommend that it should be 
disbanded; but he at length received positive orders from the 
Government to take that step. As it was not advisable to dismiss 
from the service, while quartered in Ireland, men so connected 
with secret societies, the regiment was sent to England under con- 
voy of a man-of-war, lest it should rise while on the passage ; and 
it was finally disbanded April, 1790. 


Makquis Coenwalus to the Right Hon. W. Pitt. 

Dear Sir, DuIHh Castie, Oct. 25, itos. 

I have transmitted your letter to Mr. Beresford,^ who is in 


’ .:-i '.'i.ii -j-i':. T.c-/; 

eii.ii'l -i I";,., ; , -ISl;; 

1793, Frances, clan, of Edward Muudy, Esc[., 
of Shipley; 2nd, March 10, 1799, Frances 
Anne, dau. of Iloberfc, 1st Marquis of London- 


afterwai’ds, Aug. 12, ^^22, ."rd Marquis of 
6, 1854; m. 1st, Aug. 8, 1804, batherine, 


at Vienna, 1814-22. M.P. for Thomastown 
of Der y r’lii;-. >. ''y' - ■! 5. 


28, l?pC, hv y.a.s r. Iv..'-,;,' 1 to the dignity of 
Ear* 'v.i'.; • to the children of 

his second marriage. 

.n W..., 

-of 

• " ■ " rch 

‘ : . . ‘■'or. 

■ • ■ . \ . the 

C y.t: .]■: T.-,;. n:.-: . 1, 2-..\ .■ .■ .■ 4, 1774, 
U...' ... 1 , ! . v;: i-,.. rtgomery, 

Bart. He was a Commissioner of Revenue 
from 1770 to 1780, when he became Chair- 
man of that Board till 1801 ; during a great 
part of this time he was one of the confiden- 


the Treasury in Dec. 1793, and it was his 
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the county of Derry, and encouraged him to undertake the journey 
which you propose to him. He is a sensible and well-disposed man, 
and may give some useful hints, especially on the commercial 
points. 

I was a little hurt at an expression in a letter from the Duke Of 
Portland directing that the state-prisoners should not be sent to 
America, when he says, “ these traitors, whose lives were spared on 
condition of their being banished.” Had the lives of these traitors 
been in my power, or had I felt confident that I could have pro- 
duced sufficient evidence to have proved them traitors in a court of 
justice, I should have thought that I deserved ill of my country if I 
had spared their lives on any such conditions. 

It is, I am sure, unnecessary for me to call to your recollection 
the importance of making them confess their guilt, the imj)o,ssil)ility 
of their conviction, that it was Oliver Bond’s Hfe, and not theirs, 
wliich was spared, and all the other circumstances of the case. 

I shall trouble you no further on the subject than to request 
that you will have the goodness to explain the matter when you 
hear it misrepresented. 

The prisoners have been taken out of the two French frigates 
at Belfast, and wiU proceed on board tb for Liverpool. 

The other ships have not yet arrived at .i.'-i'-.d' il'_\ . 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

My Lord, DuUm Castle, Oct. 29, 1798. 

I have received the honour of your Grace’s^ letter dated 
the 17th instant, enclosing copies of a letter which you received 
from the American Minister, and of your Grace’s answer, and shall 
pay due attention to His Majesty’s commands respecting the trai- 
tors who have consented to bo banished for life. 

I must, however, take this occasion to remind your Grace ^ that 
it was not on condition that their own lives should be spared, but 
on condition that Mr. Oliver Bond should not .'•inii r (inaiii, that 
these men (who were only proved to be traitors by their own con- 
fession) consented to a voluntary exile, and that it was the general 
opinion that there was very little prospect of our being able to con- 
vict any of them except Neilson, and even his case was thought 
to be extremely doubtful. 

1 V. - I’.;. the 17lh no/ the ilral't of it can be found, 

a S-. i i:- ■ ■■! . i'i;;, Oct. 25. 



424 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. XIX. 


Had I made an agreement of the nature described with traitors 
who were either ahready convicted, or against whom there was 
sufficient evidence to render their conviction tolerably certain, I 
should have thought my conduct blameable ; but as there is the 
greatest reason to believe that the • steps which I took in regard to 
the prisoners were the means of producing the most incontrovertible 
proofs of treason against a dangerous set of men, whose guilt was 
not likely by due course of law to be ascertained, I have the satis- 
faction to think that I have especially served my country. 

If His Majesty should not have perfectly understood the circum- 
stances of tliis transaction, I must request that your Grace will 
have the goodness to explain them to him. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount Castlkukagh to William Wickham, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin, Oct. 29, 1798. 

. . . I fear the Irish .'(,it-.:-|)i-is..!UT' are yet likely to 

prove an embarrassment to us. Kxclu-ivf .4' ihr- <80 whose names 
are set forth in the Banishment Bill, from 200 to 300 persons (some 
sentenced by court-martials on condition of banishment for life, 
others against whom prosecution was discontinued from doubts 
entertained of the evidence against them being sufficient to convict 
them upon it) are now confined in different parts of the kingdom. 
A proportion of those in Dublin, and a few of them in the pro- 
vinces, are the active and intelligent heads of the party : the 
remainder are inferior, insignificant persons, very little fonnidable 
from their talents. ... j 

(Jastlereagh. 

The Irish Government were much embarrassed with the state- 
prisoners yet untried; the more so as the English Government 
doubted whether it ivas consistent with the law of nations, to convey 
such prisoners to any country at amity with Great Britain without 
hnwng prcvifusly olrtnined the permission of that country. A 
piungrii]/n iqpcai-i tl in iipf newspapers early in October announcing 
The iiiiiiicdiiiU: dc|tiiHi!n! of a large nuniber of these prisoners for 
Ai-C'rii-ii, iiiiij liic Diikc of Portland, on seeing this statement, 
wrote to Lord Gornw^aUis to say that the King expressly forbid 
that any traitor should be sent to America, without the previous 
authority of a Secretary of State. 
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Many communications on this subject took place between the 
Secretary of State and Mr. Rufus King,^ the American Minister, of 
which the result is given in the following extract from Mr. Wick- 
ham’s letter to Lord Castlereagh. 

“I had some conversation with Mr. King yesterday, when he 
assured me that under the powers given him by the Act lately 
passed in America, the President would not suffer any of the 
traitors from Ireland to land in America, and that if they set foot 
on shore he \vonld instantly have them sent back to Europe. 

“This d(;termination of the President, which Mr. King told me 
I might consider as official, seems to furnish a conclusive answer to 
any complaint that may b,: muil-.- Iw i iiC'e pr-ople, when the Govern- 
ment shall signify to them the impossibility of their being suffered 
to go to America.” 

In a sub.s(i(|iieTit despatch Lord Castlereagh reverts to the sub- 
ject, repOfiting that about 80 were banished by Act of Parliament; 
many others in consequence of the arrangement of J uly ; and nearly 
300 more sentenced by coiu'ts-martial, and there were no means, 
recognised by law, of disposing of any of them. Ultimately a 
proposal was made, and partially carried into effect, to allow them 
to enter the Prussian service. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

My Lord, DuUm Castle, Oot. 29 , 1798 . 

The embarrassment in wliich we are placed by His Majesty’s 
late orders respecting the 'taic-piLi-.Ui-rs who are to go into banish- 
ment, makes it necessary that i should call yoim Grace’s serious 
attention to that subject. 

When Government acceded to their proposition of submitting 
to perpetual exile on condition that Mr. Oliver Bond’s hfe should 
be spared, no time was fixed for their leaving Beland, and it was 
understood that it must depend on the pleasure of Government. 
But still I cannot help thinldng that it would be considered as a 
virtual breach of faith on the part of Government, if no prospect 
was held out of a term for their imprisonment, and, independent 
of this consideration, the State would be subjected to much incon- 
venience and some danger from their confinement in this country, 
as it would be exceedingly harsh, and indeed almost unjustifiable, 
to prevent their having communication with many persons on the 
settlement of their private affairs and various other pretexts. 

1 Ti’.ifns Kitig, Ii. 1755, tl. April 29, 1827 ; m, 1786, Miss AIsop, of New York. MinLster 
ill MiigT.iiul I'n.iii 1790 to 1S03. 
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Before I received from your Grace tlie orders proMbiting tlieir 
emigration to America, Mr. Artliur O’Connor, Mr. Emmett, and 
Dr. McNevin, bad signified their wish to proceed to Germany, and 
to fix their residence dming the war in some part of that country 
which should be at peace with His Majest;^. But as I then thouglit 
that this plan would give them a more eaky and expeditious corre- 
spondence with France and Heland, I discouraged the proposition, 
and intimated that the only means by which they could expect a 
speedy liberation would be by maMug arrangements for their 
voyage to America, according to their first inteution. 

There were about eighty of the jmisoners who signed their acqui- 
escence in perpetual banishment to save the life of Mr. Bond, but 
there are not more than fifteen of that number who are men of 
sufficient talents and consequence to render the place of their 
exile a matter of any material importance, and I much doubt 
whether the fifteen principal traitors will not be able to do as much 
mischief during their imprisonment in Ireland, as they could effect 
by their intrigues in any part of Germany. 

The inconvenience and expense of the great number of pri- 
soners who were confined in every part of tins l^ingdom are exceed- 
ingly distressing, and besides the ordinary culprits who have been 
sentenced to transportation and other punishments, there are about 
three liur:drf:4 j-orsons wlio linve not been sufSciently criminal to 
jiisvily ib.rii- l.ieiiig si.-t.t h» Ilolany Bay, notwithstanding that their 
•li.'ii fit ri foil i .^^o 1 *. 'iigly marked, that it would occasion great 
uneasiness amongst the well-disposed part of the community if they 
were allowed to go at large to their former habitations. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

Dear Boss, Dublin, Oct. 29, 1798. 

When I thought that we 'were laid up quietly for the 'winter, 
behold another French armament in Killala Bay.^ We have dif- 
ferent accounts of the number of their ships, but a lieutenant of the 
navy, who commands a cutter, reports the force to be four frigates 
and a brig, which latter was within had, and fired at him. I 
should doubt whether they will land when they hear of the disaster 
of the former squadron. 


See Lord Cornwallis's Letter to Cejieral Ross, of Nov. 8. 
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I am prepared to leave Dublin on tbe shortest notice. I must 
refer you for Irish politics to Elliott, who will communicate freely 
with you, and has been much in my confidence. 

Believe me, &c,, 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. W. Pitt. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Dublin Castle, Nov^ 1, 1798. 

Eroni the prejudices and the o!' in this 

country, a considerable opposition to i.'i'.: L. imi.'i; Ic ( xpucted 
in the Irish Parliament, in whatever shape that business may be 
submitted to then* consideration. 

As soon, therefore, as some of the leading principles are settled, 
it would be expedient that we should have authority to commu- 
nicate them to om friends, to canvass in some degree the public 
ojiinion, and to endeavom- to counteract any evil impressions by 
which the unwary may be induced to engage themselves to oppose 
a measure wliich, on its being fairly represented to them, they 
might feel it their interest to support. 

I have most carefully avoided to give offence to any man, or 
set of men, and I have great reason to believe that no person of 
consequence is hostile to my government except the Speaker, and 
I know ho method by which I could have secured his political 
friendship unless I had placed myself entirely under his guidance, 
and persevered in a system ivliich I disapjiroved, and which I was 
convinced from experience must end in tlie utter ruin of the 
country. 

I have, however, L-t pass of showing my dispo- 
sition to oblige him : ■ ; trust that you will do me 

the justice to believe that no humom’s or feelings of my own, wiU 
ever make me neglect any means that may be useful to His 
Majesty’s service, and promote the real interests of the British 
Empire. j ^m, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke op Portland. 

[Private.] 

My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, Nov. 7, 1798. 

I have just received a letter from Mr. Pelham, notifying to 
me his determination, in consequence of the state of his health, to 
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resign Ms office in tMs country,^ and I lose no time in preferring 
my most earnest request to your Grrace that Lord Oastlereagii may 
succeed to tL“ 

I knoAv 1 ■ exceptions, it has been a rule that 

this place should not be held by an Irishman, but still exceptions 
have been made, and in no case could they have been with more 
propriety admitted, than to bring forward at so important a crisis 
a man of Lord Castlereagh’s talents, who possesses the general 
esteem of his countrymen, and who knows too well the real interests 
of Ireland, to suppose that they can be promoted by any measures 
that are not equally favourable to the welfare and prosperity of 
Great Britain. I i^ave, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon. W. Pitt. 

Dear Sir, Dublin Castle, Noy. 7, 1798. 

The Speaker is to embark this evening for England. I saw 
him yesterday morning, and although he does not profess liimself 
to lie well di'-:r.r.=.f-d (o (he measure in question, I am inclined to 
ill inly- liiiii' y.iii uili liiid him more placable on the subject than I 
had reason to expect. 

We had an amicable ■•■•\q»lini:i(i(.i!i y.ii (he score of his supposed 
grievances, after which we bi.c'U, and parted very good 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

I have just received a letter ffioni Mr. Pelham, notifying his 
resignation ; I need not, I am sure, repeat my earnest wishes in 
favour of Lord Castlereagh. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-Genebal Ross. 

Dear Ross, PhoBmx Park, Nov. S, I 798 . 

Brownrigg hns privntnly communicated to Taylor that the 
Duke of York ini endec I soon to appoint him private secretary. 
Although I am very glad of tMs for Taylor’s sake, it still is a 
terrible I do not know where to look for one to 

fill Ms be difficult indeed to find one like him. 

1 1 
si roil 
Duke 


ami only yicldpii 1o bis wishes on the 2nd of 
Novrniber. 
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Talents, liaLits of business, fidelity, and discretion are not easily 
to be found united in tbe same person, and in tbe present state of 
Ireland it is almost necessary tbat Taylor’s successor should be 
either a military man, or one well acquainted with the usages and 
civil business of the army. If, however, the other requisites could 
be found, I might perhaps, witli the assistance of Hewitt,^ make 
shift with a private secretary who had no military knowledge. 
I wish you would make inquiries, and let me know if you should 
hear of any person that you may think may suit me. The Duke 
is so g'ood as to say that he will allow me time to look out for a 
person to fill Taylor’s place. 

The Speaker came to me at my request before he embarked 
for Mnglaiul, and after an amicable explanation we jiaricd good 
friends. He is ill disposed to the great measure now in agiiai ii-ii, 
but I doubt whether he has made up his mind to oppose it, and 
indeed I should think it would be carried here without much 
difficulty. 

Pelham lias notified to me his determination to resign on 
account of his health, and I have written in strong teims both to 
Mr. Pitt and the Dulve of Portland in favom- of Lord Castlereagh. 
The French seem determined, by the best intelligence we receive, 
to continue their attacks on tliis country, but this resolution was, 
I believe, taken before they heard of their late discomfiture, and 
will probably be abandoned. 

The CjBsar, Terrible, and Meliiomene were in chase of the four 
last frigates^ which came into KiUala Bay from Eochfort, when 
the Caisar, which had got within shot of the enemy, carried away 
her fore and main topmasts, and was obliged to give up the chase ; 
the Terrible and Melpomene frigate, however, continued the pur- 
suit, and there is reason to hope that we may get one or two of 
■ Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

■ ’ ‘ ■ • ’ Hoche was taken, Oct. 12. It was intended 

. ■ ‘ , no ■ . !• ■ . 

G.C.B. A General, and Colonel of the 61st reir ■ • . ' ■ 

mander-iu-Chief in India. .' ■ 

“ but, owing to the weather, could not bring 

' ■ . them to close action. The Cffisar was dis- 

’ ^ , ahled the same day, and the Terrible on the 

encountering an enemy. This second expe- 30th, when within two miles of one of the 

dition sailed from Rochfort the Tery day the frigates, and thus the whole squadron escaped. 
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The Duke of Portland to the Marquis CoPwNwallis. 

[Most Secret and Confidential.] Received Nov. 10. 

My dear Lord, Whitehall, Nov. 4, 1798. 

. . , The nianner in which your Excellency appears to 
have understood an expression in the letter I had the honour of ad- 
dressing to you on the subject of the representation which had been 
made to me by the American Minister, a copy of wliich I sent you 
enclosed, will not suffer me to trust to the expectation which your 
candour would authorise me to indulge in a common instance, but 
impels me to urge you to read the whole of that letter over again, 
and particularly to reconsider the sentence which I conceive to 
have been the cause of yom* dissatisfaction, and of your entering 
into the justification of a measure which, so far from its being my 
intention to arraign, could not be as a principal, and really was not 
as an accessory, in that moment in my contemplation. 

The sentence to which I allude, because I suppose it to be that 
which in the whole of that letter could alone give you any cause 
for the particulars which you took the trouble of detailing, is that 
in which, after stating that, by the law of nations, powers in amity 
have not a right to transport such of their subjects as have been 
guilty of crimes, into the other dominions, I say that “ it is unne- 
cessary, therefore, for me to enter into the policy of the measure 
by which I meant (and am willing to think I cannot, upon reflec- 
tion, be understood to have meant otherwise) strictly the transpor- 
tation of the prisoners of state who had been convicted of, or con- 
fessed, their treason, to the territories of the IJnited States of 
Morth America ; and I should have flattered myself that the rea- 
soning which immediately follows would infallibly have removed 
any doubt, could any have suggested itself upon reading the words 
I have quoted. 

I therefore request yom* Excellency to refer to that letter, and 
to have the goodness, if I am mistaken, to point out distinctly the 
paragraph or expression which has led you to suspect me of intend- 
ing to glance at, or in^inunto riUTthing against, any part of your 
conduct ill yom’ transactions with the pri-onois c.f i(ii(i'. That 
measure is now completed and coisdudod. hri.-vociibly sukI for ever, 
and I should never have mentioned it but to rejoice at, and con- 
gratulate you upon the success of it. But as accident has occa- 
sioned me to mention it, T niU not conceal from you that I had 
very great doubts at the time of its propriety, and should certainly 
not have gone to the extent of the concessions which you judged 
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expedient ; but I am most ready and bappy to say that the event 
has most fully justified you, and that your utmost expectations 
have been most satisfactorily and completely fulfilled. 

I have, &c., 

Portland. 

Thus much of this draft was sent to the Lord-Lieutenant on 
the 4th Nov. The remainder was couched in strong language, 
complaining, at great length, that Lord Cornwallis did not write 
often enough, and, above aU, that his communications were cliiefly 
private or demi-official letters i- : 1 <■." >: Lord 

Camden (in the Castlereagh ( .■ ■ ■ - a - ■ than 

once that he had heard sue ■ ■ I ■ • < ' . : must 

have been submitted to Mr. Pitt, for the following Memorandum 
in his own handwriting is bound up with it in the State Paper 
Office : — 

Hollwoml, Saturday, 5 P.M. 

The manner in which the Duke has conveyed his opinion 
about the transaction with the state-prisoners is such as cannot, I 
think, give the Lord-Lieutenant any uneasiness, or produce any un- 
pleasant effect ; but I confess I tliink othervnse fr, what 
relates to the official correspondence. That sub j -i ■■■>:!.,. » Link, 
be much better ■ h ;•••.. o ’-i -1. !i ■" 

answered by a L.. 'i p- •' : ^ >■:' il ■■Lh, 

that, for the sake of regularity, the correspondence on all material 
])oints might (when leism’e would admit) be official, and carried on 
as usual directly between the Lord-Lieutenant and the Secretary 
of State. The laying so much stress upon it, and arguing it at 
any length, see]))- to ?-iippo=r- it n matter of difficulty. I really 
trust it will be jinind lii.ui: ibore ha.-’ only been an accidental omis- 
sion under the unusual pressure of business, and it seems at all 
events most desirable to treat it as such. On this account I should 
feel very anxious that the 1 .! udd at the place I have 

marked, at the conclusion ■ ph in the third page. 

I do not observe anything said about Lord Castlereagh’s permanent 
iijipriirdmcut as Secretary, but I conclude any notification necessary 
from hence vdll not be delayed, as liis being established in his office 
will be of tlie greatest use in various ways. 
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Marquis Cop.nwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

[Secret and Confidential.] 

My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, Nov. 12, 1798. 

I sliall trouble your Grace with a very few lines in answer 
to your secret and confidential letter dated the 4th uistant, merely 
to state that it was not, as you suppose, in consequence of your 
expression, ‘‘it is unnecessary therefore for me to enter into the 
policy of the measure,” that I felt myself called upon to enter into 
a justification of my conduct, but fi-om yom* saying, “ it is His 
Majesty’s command that not one of the traitors, whose lives have 
been spared upon condition of being banished from Ireland and 
passing the remainder of their days in the dominions of some State 
in amity with His Majesty, shall be suffered,” &c., &c. 

I must confess that from this last paragraph 1 did apprehend 
that His Majesty had conceived that the lives of the traitors 
alluded to were in my power, and that I had spared them on the 
above-mentioned conditions, and it was under this impression that 
I requested your Grace to have the goodness to explain to him the 
circumstances of the* transaction. 

I most earnestly entreat you, my dear Lord, not to suspect me 
of a disposition to be captious, and I think I may, upon a revision 
of the letter, submit to your candid judgment whether I could sit 
easy under the idea that so important a measure of my adminis- 
tration hnd boon entirely nn=ri])pTehended. 

opinion vvhicli voiirGincN; has given of the success of the 
business in question affords me the greatest satisfaction. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

E. Cooke, Esq., to W. Wickham, Esq. 

Hear Sir, . Dublin, Nov, 12, 1798. 

Mr. Tone was to have been executed this morning in con- 
sequence of a sentence of a Conrt Martial. Haying contrived to 
obtain a razor, he cut his tluoat this morning at 6 o’clock. The 
wonnd is very dangcrons, but not certainly mortal. His execntion 
was snspeiidc'd. The King’s Bench sat at eleven, affidavits were 
produced, and a haheus co'qms moved for, which was issued, and the 
sheriffs were ordered to prevent the execution. The Comd could 
do no otherwise. 
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Martial law and civil process are now at issue, and I believe it 
is impossible that tbe former can be exercised whilst the civil 
courts are allowed to proceed and hold their sittings. I fear also 
we shall have much embarrassment from our prisoners on board 
tenders. They will all move for writs of habeas corpus, and it will 
be a nice point for the Courts to decide on the legality of pro- 
ceedings under martial law. 

Lord Oastlereagh will be in town to-morrow. 

I am, &c., 

E. Cooke. 

Tone was tried November 10. In his defence he attempted to 
justify his conduct, and to prove that, having accepted a com- 
mission in the French service, he was no longer amenable to 
English law. The greater part of his defence has afready been 
published, but as the Court Martial would not allow him to read 
the passage which follows, it has never been made public : — 

“ I have labom'ed in consequence to create a people in Ireland, 
by raising three millions of my countrymen to the rank of citizens. 
I have laboured to abolish the infernal spirit of religious perse-, 
cution by uniting the Catholics and Dissenters. To the former I 
owe more than can f'-'ror b-'' r'^r-c’d : the s'"»*vicrs I was so fortimate 
as to render them \ ' --k «l ; but they did more: 

when the public cry was raised against me, when the friends of 
my youth swarmed off and left me alone, the Catholics did not 
desert me — they had the virtue even to sacrifice their own interests 
to a rigid principle of honour ; they refused, though strongly urged, 
to disgrace a man who, whatever his conduct towards the Govern- 
ment might have been, had faithfully and conscientiously dis- 
charged his duty towards them, and in so doing, though it was in my 
own case, I will say they showed an instance of public virtue and 
honour of which I know not whether there exist® another example.” 

Tone died in prison of his self-inflicted wound a few days after 
the preceding li.iier was wriihm. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

DeAB Boss, Phoemx Park, Nev. 15, 1798. 

Had Mr. Dundas been in town before the Chancellor went 
over, he might perhaps have been able to carry the point of 
establisliing the tlnion on a broad and comprehensive line ; but 
things have now gone too far to admit of a change, and the prin- 
VOL. II. 2 E 
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cipal pcrpons in tins country IiaTe receired assuimces jGcom tKe 
Ejigiisli ^riuiators wliicli cannot be retracted. 

On my pressing the matter strongly, Mr. Pitt has promised 
that there shall be no clause in the Act of Union which shall 
prevent the Catholic Cjnestion from being hereafter taken up, and 
we 1 iicrofore only h»li innvaf-il to the wisdom and liberality 
of the Uiviu ti Parliauiont. i Vv-ei what I learn, the present mode 
is not likely to be opposed by the CathoKcs : they consider any 
change better than the present system. . . . 

Believe me, &c., 

OOEWALLIS. 

The prospect of losing Taylor distresses me very much, and 
I have not yet heard or thought of anybody that can supply his 
place. 


The Duke of Portland to the Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Secret and Confidential.] Received Nor. 16, 1798. 

My Lord, WhUeliall, Nor. 12, 1798. 

I have the honour of sending your Excellency inclosed, the 
heads of a Treaty of Union between tliis kingdom and Ireland, in 
which the King’s confidential servants are of opinion that all the 
great interests of that country have been so fully and impartially 
attended to, that no material di3icul(\ can occur in the completion 
of that measure, tlu; iK.Htcs.diy of whicli uinsi be now no less appa- 
rent than ite advantages. 

I shall reserve for a separate letter such suggestions as I 
conceive your Excellency v. iil ex peel to receive jhom hence, re- 
specting the manner in which ii aui} !io wished that the outlines 
which are herewith communicated to yon should be filled up, and 
they shall be accompanied by such observations and explanations 
as they may seem to reqnii-e. But as I understand that the 
question of a Union is become a very general siibjoel of cliseu-.eiou, 
and that consequently ilii; frieniis of Bovenimoni: imist I)o anxions 
to know the ideas as well as the wislu.-s of .Vdiivinisu-arion upon, 
it, I have determined to transmit this plan to your Excellency, 
that yon may be enabled, without further loss of time, to satisfy 
the expectations of yom* friends, and to bring forward the measure 
in such a manner as you shall judge most likely to facilitate and 
Iiism-e itB success. ' I 

Portland. 
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The heads of the Treaty of Union inclosed in the foregoing 
despatch of the Duke of Portland are, substantially, as follows : — 

1. The kingdoms to be united, and the succession to remain as 

fixed by the existing laws. 

2. The British Parliament to be unchanged. The Irish por- 

tion to be settled by an Irish Act. 

3. Irish Peers to on joy (he .‘-rnuo privilogos as Scotch Peers. 

4. All members of iiio rnii.(;il .ironsi.->; to take the oaths now 

taken by British members ; but such oaths to be subject to 
such alterations as may be enacted by the United Parlia- 
ment. • 

5. The continuance of the present Irish Church Establishment 

to be a fundamental article of the Union. 

6. Tariff in the French trecty of commerce with England in 

1786, to be adopiwi as boiwocn P-nghnul and Ireland. The 
duties may be diminished, but may never be increased. 
Countervailing duties to be en.a'^+"'d. FJpe^iol nroviairvr.a to 
be made with reference to the •••'; ■ "I ■ a-: | •■•e "'i -i,- ..iidi 

linen to Great Britain and to the Colonies. 

7. Revenue and debts. The accounts to be kept separate, 

Ireland to pay ^ of the annual charges. If the Irish 

taxes already existing produce a larger sum than the fore- 
going proj)ortion, the surplus to be employed in paying off 
Irish debt. 

8. The Courts of Justice to be untouched. Final appeal to the 

House of Lords. 

9. The Great Seal of England to remain ; so, also, the Privy 

Council in Ireland, or else a Committee of Privy Council in 
Ireland. The Lord-Lieutenant to remain, but not to be 
mentioned in the Act. 

There were several other articles, but of little or no importance. 
It is worthy of remark that, under the 4th Article, power was reserved 
to alter the oaths taken by Membei-s of both Houses, evidently in- 
tending that Roman Catholics might be admitted to Parliament. 

The Duke oe Pohtlahd to the Marqths Coenwallis. 

[Received Nov. 16, 1798,] 

My LoED, ' Whitehall, Nov. 12, 1798. 

. . . As to the 10 or 15 other State prisoners, among 

whom I conclude Arthur O’Connor, Emmett, and M’^ISTevin are 

^ The proportion was nltimatelf iked at 


2 p 2 
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to be counted as tke most exceptionable and most dangerous, I 
very strongly recommend it to youi* Jilxcellency to avail yourself of 
tlie right, no less explicitly than wisely reserved to yourself, of 
retaining them in custody as long as the war lasts, or as it shall be 
thought necessary ; and from the terms in which I observe Lord 
Castlereagh mentions them, I cannot but think your Excellency 
will be fully justified in directing them to be guarded with that 
degree of chcumspection wliich, though it does not prevent their 
having communication 'with such persons as the management of 
their private affahs may render necessary, will effectually check 
and anniliLlate the means which they have employed to maintain 
in prison that ascendancy which they had, unfortunately for them- 
selves and country, acquired before they were confined, and to 
vlu'ch I suppose they owe the title of the Directoiy in Kilmainham, 
b}' AYhicli 1 -ord Castlereagh disting-uishes them. Although the cir- 
cumstances which have ju’ocured them that title are not specified, 
it may not um’easonably be inferred that they are such as must 
arise out of a constant and unlimited intercourse with each other ; 
and when I recollect the transaction of the advertisement which 
was pubhshed by them, respecting their examinations before the 
Committee of Secrecy, I do not think that I exceed the bounds of 
sound discretion in suggesting to your Excellency the propriety of 
ordering the three persons, or any others who are considered to be 
members of the Directory in Kilmainham, to be kept separate, and 
not suffered to have any intercourse whatever with each other, or 
any other person, but in presence of the gaoler. I, however, sub- 
mit this to your better judgment, and am persuaded that I shall 
be satisfied with the reasons which govern your determination. 

I have, &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis Cornwallis to the Duke op Portland. 

Ky Lord, Dublin Castle, Nov. 16, 1798. 

I have the honour to enclose to your Grace the proceedings 
of a General Court Martial,^ held at Limerick on thi’ee captains 

of the Eencibles, upon charges preferred against them by 

Colonel of that regiment, together with originals and copies 

of correspondence which lias passed in consequence, as well as 

1 This Co'Jit YTm-tijil, composed of foiu' Taylor wrote to the Ooooval oommnDcliTig 
oinoiiis ol thi! I.inc and clevco of Ivncible the district in these fei iris: — “ Ilis hlxci:!'- 
roeimerits, ac.i'.iu,:fld the prisoners, to which hency desires you will coinmiiiiicate to ihc 
(i{;oi.sioii tiicy iidiieriHl when ordernd to reviso Court his enlii'c disapprobation of tbeir 
tb-.;; - pr. rr-, I.:-.,:.-. Lord Cornw'allis was proceedings,” 

( I i_ M ) .. ' ' - 'cntrucc, but Captain 
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tlie reyisal of tlie proceedings which. I thought it necessary to 
order for the reasons stated in Captain Taylor’s letter to Major- 
General Sir James Duff; and in order to give your Grace less 
trouble, I have directed Captain Taylor to transmit to Mr. Wick- 
ham for your Grace’s information, such further particulars as may 
tend to the explanation of some circumstances connected with 
the perusal of the above papers. In consequence of what has 

appeared relative to the conduct of some ofiScers of the 

Fencibles, in the course of the transaction to which the papers I 
have enclosed relate, as well as from the knowledge of former very 

serious complaints against Colonel liimself, and individuals of 

his corps, I bog leave to offer it as my opinion to your Grace that 
the regiment should bo di.-bnndcd, and the example vdll probnbly 
be productive of goodc-lVoc! in some ollur rencibh' regijijeni.s in ilu’s 
kingdom whose aimaubnent is much reqiihvjd. Slioiild y(mr Graco, 
upon consideration of the subject, coincide in opinion with me, I am 
to request you will be pleased to lay the same before the Eing, for 
His Majesty’s pleasure thereon.* p jiave &g. 

OOENWALLIS. 

Attached to this Despatch is the following Memorandum in the 
King’s own handwriting : — 

Nov. 25, 1798, 

I perfectly agree m opinion with the Lord-Lieutenant of 

Ireland as to the conduct of the regiment of Eencibles, 

and approve of its being disbanded. q._ 

The papers mentioned as having been enclosed are omitted 
as they possess no general interest; but this letter, and some 
others on f 'P:',,ry ml-’ ■■I', ere published to show the disorganiza- 
tion of a ■■■■•: !■<!!: ■ the army on which Lord Cornwallis 

was forced iv j ■ •!, lo repel foreign invasion and to sup- 
press domestic insurrection. 

’Iho followdiig letter, addressed about December, 1800, by a 

subaltern of the regiment to his commanding officer, presents 

a curious picture of the interior discipline of some regiments. 

To Lieot.-Colonel , ■ — th Foot. 

Sir, 

I believe (I am a member of the mess), if so I will 

take the liberty to submit the following argument, viz., every 
gentleman under the immediate propensity of liquor has different 
propensities ; to prove which I have only to mention the present 
instance with respect to myself and Lieutenant . pro- 
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pensity is nou^ and not — ^his sle&p. I ever conceived that in a 
public mess-room three things were certain. First, that it was 
open to every officer who chose to pay the subscription ; second, 
that he might indulge himself with liquor as much us he pleased ; 
and third, that if a gmtUman and a member of the mess chose to 
get intoxicated in the mess-room, that no other officer (however 
high his rank in the regiment) had a right, or dare order to 
restrain (not being president) 7ds momentary ■groy&mity in the mess- 
room. As such, and this being the case, I must inform you that 
you have acted in a most unprecedented and unknown (not to say 
i.Tngontlr'Tnnnlikf') way, in presuming to enter the mess-room as a 
oidcer, i.-nd to bring a centry^ at your back (which 
you asserted you had) to turn out the amusement (a hand organ) 
of the company (a stranger being present), and thereby prevent 
the harmony which (it is ever supposed) ought to subsist in a 
mess-room. I appeal to you as a gentleman, — if you will answer 
this letter as such, you at all times know how to direct to 

Lieutenant, — Foot. 

The Lieut.-Colonol of the regiment applied for a court-martial, 
but the offending officer was .summarily dismissed without a trial, 
as appears from the subjoined memorandum. 


Memoeandum by the Duins op Poetland. 


(Lord Lieutenant’s Despatdies, received 2nd and Si-d Jan. 1801. Read hj the King.) 

His Majesty is pleased to order that the Lord-Lieutenant be 

directed instantly to dismiss Liciiteiuint , of the foot, 

from the service, for having written the mutinous letter which he 

addressed to Lieut.-Colonel : that this order of His Majesty 

be signified in Public Orders, and read on the parade of the 

Tfgimoni of fooi, and communicated to aU the regiments of cavahy 
1111.(1 iiiliinfry in Ireland, to prevent any future iU-conduct of the 
same nature. p 

Maequis Coeiswallis to the Aechbishop of Cashell.® 


My Lord, Dublin Castle, Nov. 19, 1798. 

I find that the unfortunate situation of this country has 
induced His Majesty’s Ministers to think seriously of an Union 


1 Sic in orig. 

* Charles Agar, brother of .Tamos, Isl 
Viscount Clifden, b. Dec. 22, 1736, d. Julv 
14. 1809; m. Nov. 22, 1776, Jane, daii. o'f 
William Benson, Esq. Made liisliop of 


Clornc, Miircb, 1768 ; Arclibisliop of Caslicl, 
Aug. 1779 ; Archbi-siiop of Dublin, Dec. 9, 
1801. Created Lord Somerton .Tunc 12, 
1 795, and made Earl of Normanton Fob. 6, 
1806. 
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between the two kingdoms. Had this intention been notified to 
me before you left Ireland, I should haYe been very glad to have 
conversed with you on the subject, and in the event of the measm’e 
ultimately taking place, I shall hope to derive great assistance 
from your Grace’s talents and knowledge of the country. 

I have had no opportunity of being acquainted with the general 
sentiments of the principal people here, hut I trust that they will 
consider the matter dispassionately, and think it wise to make a 
small sacrifice of vanity, in order to secure more substantial benefits. 

I have the honour to be, with very sincere esteem. 

Your Grace’s most obedient and faithful servant, 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Gobrtwallis to the Duke op Portland. 

[Private.] 

My DEAE LoED, Dublin Castle, Nov. 20, 1798. 

. . . Lord Castlcreagh’s appointment gave me great 

satisfaction, and althougli I admit the propriety of the general 
rule, yet as he is so very unlike an Irishman, I think he has a just 
claim to an exception in his favour. 

When I met your Grace at Mr. Pitt’s, the morning before I 
left London, the subject of the f^ecrf‘t«i7’^ahip was talked over, and 
several excellent persons i; . '•.•••!, I*!;! rr- a hope was enter- 
tained that any one of them would o crept the office, and when I 
therefore found a man in llio aetiiiil oxoculion of the duty, possessed 
of aU the necessary qualifications, with a perfect knowledge of the 
characters and connexions of the principal personages in this 
country, I felt it to be my duty at this very important moment to 
press his appointment in the strongest terms. 

I am, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 

Rioht Hon. W. Pitt to Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Eeceived Nov. 21, 1798. 

My DEAE LoED, Downing Street, Nov. 17, 1798. 

I have had a great deal of conversation with the Speaker, who 
arrived here on Wednesday. I found him in his manner peidbcflv 
cordial and communicative, and rlioiigh in liis own geiK Tul opinion 
strongly against the measure of .an I'nimi (pnnii:u!:ii-iv nt liio 
present moment), yet perfectly ready to discuss the point fairly. 
I think also that, supposing the general measure to be resolved 
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on, lie does not see any material difficulty or objection likely to 
arise in tbe detail of the measure, if executed conformable to the 
sketch^ which you have received from the Duke of Portland, and 
of which I showed the Speaker a copy. 

On the whole, though he wished his conversation to be con- 
sidered confidential, and I am therefore not at liberty to make any 
but this confidential use of it, I think I may ventoe to say that 
he will not obstruct the measure ; and I rather hope, if it can be 
made palatable to him personally (which I believe it may) that 
he will give it fair sii]);i)(^:;i.. li v.-e-nld, as it seems to me, be well 
worth while for this p!.ir|)D=o lo lioltl out to him the prospect of an 
English peerage witl!, if ]) 0 =sibl(;, some ostensible situation, and a 
provision for life to which he would be naturally entitled on 
■ ''•’■■fr. Beresford and Parnell do not say much on the 
, but I think both, or at least the former, against 
trying it, but both disposed to concur when they understand it 
is finally resolved on. They all seem clearly (and I believe sin- 
cerely) of opinion that it will not be wise to announce it as a 
decided measure from authority, till time has been given for com- 
munication to all leading individuals and for disposing the public 
mind. On tliis accoimt we have omitted all reference to the 
subject in the King’s speech, and the communication may in all 
rf;.?]X:cts bo moTC convcuir-ntly made by a separate message when 
lh(j IrL'li 1 VliiUiiont is sining. and it can be announced to them 
at the same time. In the interval previous to your Session there 
will, I trust, be full opportunity for communication and arrange- 
ment with individuals, on A\diom I am inclined to believe the 
success of the measure will whoUy depend. You will observe that 
in what relates to the oaths to be taken by Members of the United 
Parliament, the plan which we have sent copies the precedent I 
mentioned in a former letter of the Scotch Union; and on the 
grounds I before mentioned, I own I think this leaves the Catholic 
Question on the only footing on which it can safely be placed. 
Mr. Elliott, when he brought me your letter, stated very strongly 
all the arguments which he thought might induce us to admit the 
Catholics to Parliament and office ; but I confess he did not satisfy 
me of the practicability of such a measure at this time, or of the 
propriety of attempting it. With respect to a provision for the 
Catholic clergy and some arrangement respecting tithes, I am 
happy to find a uniform opinion in favour of the proposal among 
all the Irish I have scon; and I am more and more convinced, 
that those measures, with some effectual mode to enforce the resi- 

J Transmitted in the Despatch of Nor. 12, 1798. 
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clence of all ranks of tke Protestant clergy, offer tlie best cbance of 
gradually putting an end to the evils most felt in Ireland. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 

Most sincerely and faitbfully yours, 

W. P. 

P.S. You may be assured that I shall omit no opportunity 
of obviating any false impression of the transaction with the 
State-prisoners, but I believe the benefits derived from their dis- 
covery are now generally felt and admitted in both countries. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

DeAE Boss, Phcemx Park, Nov. 22, 1798. 

I inclose two letters from poor Mrs. Caddy, whose misfor- 
tunes are very affecting. Had I known that Lieut.-Colonel Caddy ^ 
had lost a son in that cursed island of St. Domingo, I do not think 
that I should have ordered him thither. 

The loss of a son, very soon followed by the loss of a husband, 
just at the time that she expected him to return, are severe afflic- 
tions, and the being placed on the pension of a Captain’s widow, 
with two daughters unprovided for, and one of them a cripple, 
when her husband was so very near that situation in the corps that 
would have entitled her to the pension of a widow of a Lieut.- 
Colonel, are all circumstances that render her case truly compas- 
sionate. 

The contraction in the arm of one daughter, which undoubtedly 
is an hindrance to her procuring a livelyhood, and the youth of 
the other, will enable the Board to make some further provision 
for this family, without departing from the rules which we were 
under the necessity of laying down for our conduct in cases of 
this nature, and I think on this occasion, that the Board should 
go to the extent of that power. 

Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Ross. 

DeAE Boss, Phoenk Park, Nov. 23, 1798. 

My time has lately been much taken up with seeing, and 
breaking to the principal persons here, the projected Union, and 

1 Lieut.-Colonel Caddy, R.E., d. June, 1798. 
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wlieii you send for a man on such, business, he must stay with you 
and talk to you as long as he likes. I have no great doubts of 
being able to carry the measure here, but I have great appre- 
hensions of the inefficacy of it after it is carried, and I do not 
think it wmld have been much more difficult to have included the 
Catholics. 

Those who are called principal persons here, are men who have 
been raised into only by having the entire disposal of 

the patronage in return for their undertaking the 

management of the country, because the Lords-Lieutenants were 
too idle or too incapable to manage it themselves. They are 
detested by everybody but their immediate followers, and have no 
influence but what is founded on the grossest corruption. 

T Qii-pi-vnao fiiat you have heard that your friend Lord Bucking- 
: ..i-. I., "■■■• to break off all communication with me, because I 

did not think it right that he should march into Connaught, at the 
head of a detachment of 600 men, •|-riiT"'pr:'!’'y ffom the 

flank companies of the Buckingham and VVarv.'ir'V rTri'^ont' <"f 
militia. He has since been most patriotically > i i- ■ ,■■■ 

vouring to make the militia regiments discoin- -.- i 
situation in tliis country, and to instil into tliciT minds an idea, 
that as the EebeUion is now over, and martial law at an end, the 
pm’poses for which they volunteered their services are answered, 
and that it would be illegal to keep them here longer than a month 
after the meeting of the British Parliament. In this undertaking 
he has, I am sorrr to say, suecoodod too well with both officers and 
sijidioi-s, as mankind arc a{>i; to bclkwe what they wish, and the 
most da,ng'.!roii.s fftn.socjueiuM.-s are, in my opinion, to be appre- 
hended. . . . 

I have written to T. Grenville on the business of the Secretary- 
ship, and have I hope explained my conduct in a satisfactory 
manner. If I can find time within these few days, I will send you 
a copy of my letter.^ 

I have requested that the D. of Y. would allow me to keep 
Taylor for two months, and if he grants me that favour, I would 
not hastily decide on a succession which is so very important 
to me. 

I am obliged to leave off, but will write again soon. 

Believe me, <fec., 

COENWALLIS. 

1 This letter lins not hoea found, hut Mr. Grenville’s reply will appew under the date of 
Dec, 8. 
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Viscount Castlereagh to William Wickham, Esq. 

[Secret.] 

My DEAE SiE, Phcenix Park, Not. 23, 1798. ' 

... It would be hazardous to give any opinion so early, on 
:h-.' j . ’.A towards an Union. The question is very little 

I, ill ■! Ii;:- not yet been agitated by either parties with 
that spirit wliich renders it easy to collect the general impression ; 
as far as we have gone, I see nothing to discourage us; there 
ecrtninly is not that positive prepossession in its favour, which can 
h; oxj.'ceiod to n.-nder it a very popular question, but there is as 
little appearance of indignant resistance. The Bar continues to 
feel most warmly upon it, even in this body the steps that have 
been taken seem to have had their effect ; there is more disposition 
to reason the point, and less to bring it to a question of arms. Per- 
haps it is too much to expect to divide tliis learned body, I do not 
despair however of having a respectable minority. I am sorry to 
observe that Mr. Saurin,^ wliosc character is such as to give him 
the greatest weight, and from whose manly exertions, the King’s 
G-overnment during the late trying period, has derived the greatest 
advantage, is a declared enemy to the measure. 

Opposition from the citizens of Dublin is not 
Mr. Ogle, one of the members for the city is t-iq ... .!. 

Mr. Beresford is to be with me to-morrow. We have secLu-ed 
Alderman James,® who has great weight, not only in the Corpora- 
tion, but particularly in the Orange l^odges ; lie is eager for the 
question, considering the Prince of Wales and the Opposition as 
pledged to I he Cal holies : this consideration will have great weight 
in that body now both numerous and formidable. There is every 
reason to hope that a different sentiment prevails at Cork ; the 
Protestants and Catholics in that city (who seldom agree On any 
point) are both aUve to the great commercial benefts they would 
derive from it, the same is said to be the feeling of Limerick; 
these towns cannot fail extensively to influence the province of 
Munster, 

There appears no indisposition on the part of the leading 
Catholics ; on the contrary, I believe they will consider any transfer 
of power from their opponents as a boon ; I should hope the pro- 

: ■■■ i , of DuUin in 1793-94. 
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posed arrangement for the Catholic clergy will reconcile that body. 
Dr. Troy ^ is perfectly well incliaed. 

The measure as yet has made no sensation in the North ; some 
time since, the Presbyterians would haye been found most energetic 
opponents, but they have been long disinclined to the existing 
system ; of late they axe rather tired of the treason in which they 
had very deeply cinbarkcd, perhaps they may be inclined to com- 
promise with the Union ; some additional provision for the clergy, 
connecting the Church more closely with the Crown, would pro- 
bably disarm the opposition, if not secure the support, of that body. 
As a measure connected with the Union, nothing would engage the 
great body of the people of aU persuasions so certainly in its 
support as coupling it with a rogubtion of tvthes, which in this 
country has always been the /irsl. ice object to which all 

reformers looked. . . . 

atte;i;''/ i=t: :;:.!!•! •; [ g --. I}. \- hr !;' I . I j 

judge, the measure may be carried in Parliament, the temper of 
the public is as yet unformed, the part two or three leading cha- 
racters will take is hkely to have the most extensive effect ; the 
Sj^eaker’s weight will be prodigious, his declarations before he left 
Ireland were very adverse, and letters received from him yesterday 
preserved the same tone. j 

Castleeeagh. 


Mabquis Coenwallis to Majoe-Geneeai. Eoss. 


Dear Eoss, Phcenix Park, Nov. 24, 1798. 

I have just received your letter dated the 18th, and wish to 
lose no time in acquainting you that Broke ® was made a lieutenant 
by Lord Hot^am^ in 1795, but the Admiral’s secretary, who was 
I suppose as indolent as his master, neglected to send home the 
commission. Broke contmned to serve as lieutenant two years in 
the Mediterranean fleet, and although he never heard of the con- 


1 Dr. Troy, b. July 1739, d. May 10, 
1823, He wr.y very m: b:-- 

both religion-! 

pei'ate iu his (‘..r. ■■■'.l ioi '- ■ a 



Sarah Louisa, dau. of Sir William IHddleton, 
Bart. He was created a Barotict Nov. 2, 
1813, as a reward for the capture of the 
Shannon. He never recovei'ed from the 
effects of the wounds he received in that 
action. 

® William, 11th Bart, and 1st Baron 
H.it/a;-:. ,1 To i, IT'.-T. m con- 

i - ■ ' . ranean 

K. T-.. V. . " I I ■ . 'icd; b. 
Apr:) . 5 . IT-:--, -i. i.mr.. May 2, IdiJ. 
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firmation of Ms commission, felt so confident on the subject, that 
he refused a lieutenant’s commission wMch was offered to Mm by 
Lord St, Vincent, lest he should lose the rank to wMch he con- 
ceived Mmself entitled by his former commission. 

On Ms return to England in 1797, he discovered the cause of 
Ms not receiving the confirmation wMch he expected, and he was 
then forced to seek for aU the papers and vouchers of Ms first 
{- ; vS'-'-'i these documents came to be examined at the 
. i; ■ ii-i-'i that he wanted a few months of the time of 
service which is roquirod, when he received Lord Hotham’s appoint- 
ment, and the Lords of the Admiralty in consequence refused to 
confirm Ms old commission, and gave Mm a new one dated in 1797. 
By this transaction he lost the opportunity that offered ff om Lord 
St. Vincent’s kind intention towards him, as well as the benefit of 
Hotham’s appointment. 

All this I stated to Lord Spencer, who said that he could not 
ante-date Ms commission, but that the circumstances should be 
considered on Ms future promotion. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

This letter refers to one written to General Boss three weeks 
earlier, in which Lord Cornwallis had expressed the great interest 
he felt in Mr. Broke’s promotion, and complained that Lord Spencer 
had delayed acceding (,o iiis rc-quod, notwivhsLiUidijig Mr. Broke’s 
great professional merit. The appMcation at last succeeded, Mr. 
Broke was made Master and Commander the January following, 
and a Post-Captain February 4, 1801. 

The Duke of Portland to Marquis Cornwallis. 

[SpcTot and Confidential.] Received Nov. 25. 

My Lord, London, Nov. 21, 1798. 

I cannot learn, from such authority as Lord Castlereagh’s, 
the possibility of an intention in the English militia regiments now 
serving in Ireland to return to this country at the expiration of the 
term for which the King was empowered to avail himself of the 
offer they made in the course of last session, without urging your 
Excellency not to lose a moment’s time in taking every means 
which your information and better judgment can suggest, for pre- 
venting the further progress of such an inclination, and inducing 
them to make a new tender of their services, at least to the end of 
the present session, or, if possible, for as long a time as the com- 
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mou interests of the two kingdoms can be promoted by their con- 
tinuance m Ireland. The consequences of such a step as the 
return of these corps, or indeed of any one considerable regiment 
at such a Tnomont 0=? the pTosout, must be so obvious and so alarm- 
ing, that I .'lujiild mi-fr'qx'iKl yonr lime in entering into any detail 
of them. It occurs to me that the officers possibly may have in- 
ferred, from the success which has attended the measures which 
your Excellency has pursued in repressing the rebellion, and in 
defeating the various attempts which have been made to invade 
the country, that if their services have been either necessary or 
desirable, they would have received such an intimation from the 
Government of one or the other kingdoms ; and that they would 
not bo ju=l ifiofl in sounding the- disposilioiis of the non-commissioned 
officers and privates, without Imowing that it would be agreeable 
to His Majesty that they should, remain with you. I therefore 
could not suffer myself to defer, even for a single day, my most 
earnest instances to yom* Excellency, to employ the most imme- 
diate and efficacious measures to represent to the commanding 
officers of those corps, the extreme importance of their extending 
the time of their service, and that great as has been the advantage 
which has been derived from their gallantry and liberality, the 
withdrawing themselves at this moment could not but be produc- 
tive of dangers of a magnitude to which they could never have 
attained, but from the strength and confidence which their gal- 
lantry could only have been capable of giving to the inhabitants of 
Ireland. 

Your Excellency may be assured that nothing will be wanting 
on the part of the King’s confidential servn.nts, to assist and sup- 
port you in the exertions I am to desire you to make for this 
object ; and I shall most gladly and thankfully receive any sug- 
gestions from you, which you may be of opinion can conduce to the 
attainment of it. j j^aye, &c., 

POETLAND. 

Marquis Coeuwalus to the Duke of Poetlakd. 

[Secret and Confidential.] 

Mv LoED, Dublin Castle, Nov. 26, 1798, 

At the time that I desired I.ord Gastlereagh to mention to 
Mr, Wickham the necessity of bringing in a Hill at the opening of 
the session of tho British Parliament, to empower His Jlajesty to 
prolong the service of the English militia in this coimtry, I had 



1798, 


OOFDUGT OF THE M’lLITIA. 


447 


only heard that conversations had passed on the subject, and that 
the legality of their remaining in aft'^v th“ period pre- 

scribed by the Act of Parliament Lai l ■ -i o-i- ■! b\ ,-■■■■■ 
officers; but I did not understand i; ’v I ,.(1 i 

concern, or that any appeal had been made to them on the subject. 

On enquiry T found that the whole matter had originated in 
the Buckinghamsliire regiment, and that some explanation had 
been made to the soldiers by the Colonel of that regiment, which 
went to establish their right of returning to England at the expira- 
tion of the Act of Parliament. 

As the Marquis of Buckingham has for some time past with- 
drawn himself from all communication with me, I desired Lord 
Castlereagh to wait upon him, and your Grace will no doubt have 
seen before this l(:tfer rv'^achcis yi)u. Iho substance of their conversa- 
tion, which Lord Bnclcinghaiii iraiisinitted to Mr. Duiidas, and 
Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Wickham. 

I found that an impression has been made on some of the 
officers of the Warwickshire and South Lincoln, but I flatter 
myself that I have convinced the latter of their error, and I 
believe that Lord Hertford has met with some success with the 
former. The officers of the Leicestershire regiment have taken no 
part, and I cannot on this occasion too much commend the 
exertions of the Duke of Rutland ’ to prevent their being led into 
measures which might prove so ruinous to the interests of their 
country. 

I do not learn that the soldiers of any of the four regiments in 
garrison at Dublia have had Imowledge or taken concern in this 
business, except those of the Buckinghamshire, but I cannot ven- 
tme to assert this as a positive fact. 

Your Grace may be assured that nothing shall be wanting on 
my part to check the further progress of tliis most alarming df«- 
position in the English militia, wherever it has bikon olicc.r, in id 
to prevent the introduction of it amongst those corps in which 
hitherto no SI I cb idea hu.rr entertained; but your Grace will, 
I am sure, fool tUc <leJici.ii:y of my situation, and the danger 
which must attend every step that I can take when precautionary 
measures may create the very mischief which they are intended to 
avert. I am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 



5th Earl of Cai’Iisle. He succeeded his 
father (who died whilst Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland) Oot. 24, 1787. 
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The 'preceding is one of many letters relating to the continu- 
ance of the English militia in Ireland. G-overnment had no 
axithority to order the militia of one country into another, and the 
regiments which Tolunteered for service, themselves fixed the 
duration of their absence &om England. The Acts which author- 
ised the Crown to accept these offers were iU-drawn up, and the 
Duke of Portland, November 27, stated that it would be necessary to 
introduce a new Bill on this subject into the English Parliament. 
Many of the colonels behaved very well, but some, from various 
motives, discom’aged in their regiments any renewal of the offers 
of service. 


Maequis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

[Secret.] 

My LoED, Dublin Castle, Nov. 27, 1798. 

As your G-race and the King’s confidential servants may 
wish to be informed minutely of the steps which I have felt it my 
duty to take, in consequence of your Grace’s despatch of the^ 
instant, inclosing heads of an Union between the two kingdoms, I 
am induced to be the more circumstantial in my communications 
on this most important object given me in charge. 

In obedience to yoiir Grace’s instructions, I lost no time in 
opening the subject to the persons of the first consideration in this 
Idngdom who happened to be within my reach. Lord Castlereagh 
has also, by my directions, communicated with others less con- 
siderable in point of situation, but whose active support is scarcely 
of less importance to the success of the measure. 

I fool myself justified in stating to your Grace that as far as 
I have yet gone, there appears to mo no general ropugnanco to the 
measure of an I'nic.-n. Some ])er.soii>, as inigid. niiliiniily Ik;- ('X- 
peoted, are at present more strongly iinpn's.-ed wiili it- diiiiciiliie.s 
than its advantages, and there are individuals of veiy great con- 
sideration !; '= ' I-- m my power ultimately to 

obtain; bu. n; i i":- :■■■ - ■ a di.sp05ition to consider 

the question coolly, and many, notv. iihsranding ih(;ir j-cliicranc!- to 
make an absolute declaration of their intentions at so early a stage 
of the bnsmess, have not hesitated to assure me of their readiness 
to give it a decided support. 

As your Grace may wish to he informed of the particular senti- 
ments of the most leading characters, I think it necessary to 
mention that I.ord Sliaunon,® to whom I fii-st addi-essed myself, is 

1 The date is blank in the original, pro- ^ ]{icharcl, 2nd Earl oi' Slianiioii, K.P., b. 
bably Nov. 12. Jan. 30, 1727, d. May ‘20, 1807 j m. Dee, 
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impressed in tlie strongest manner with the difficulties and disad- 
vantages of the present system, and is disposed to entertain the 
jneasiire favourably ; at the same time his Lordship wishes not to 
declare liimself openly till he sees that his doing so can answer 
some purpose. 

Lord Ely ^ (relying on the favour of the Crown in an object 
personal to himself) is prepared to give it his utmost support. 

Lord Pery^ expressed strong doubts upon the question itself, 
and much apprehension lest the division of sentiment it must 
occasion, might at the present moment be injurious to the public 
safety. His Lordsliip, in a subsequent conversation with Lord 
Castlereagh, said he should certanly mt pledge himself hastily 
against it, and should the measure in progress receive such a 
support from Parliament and from the country as justified a per- 
severance on the part of the Ministers, he should feel it his duty to 
surrender his own opinion, and give it his best assistance in the 
detail. 

Lord Yelverton ® had no hesitation upon the principle, it met 
his full approbation. 


15, 176.% " . " ' ' 

Hon. John ' \ 

House of Oominon.s. He was Master-General 
of the Ordnance from 1766 to 1770, joint 
Vice-Treasurer of Ireland from Dec. 1781 to 
1789, and Commissioner of the Treasury 
from Dec. 1793 to 1804. M.P. county of 
Cork, 1761, till he succeeded to the Peerage 
Sept. 27, 1764. 

1 Charles, 1st Earl of Ely of the 2nd 
creation, K.P., eldest son of Sir John Tot- 
tenham, by Anne, sister of the last Earl of 
the 1st creation. Created Lord Loftus June 
28, 1785; Eeb. 15, 1794; 

and Miirqii ■. , ' • ; created Lord 

Lol'iiis in Engliiiid Jan. 19, 1801 ; b. Jan. 
23, 1738, (!. Mfu-i'h 22, i806; m. June 


from 1761 till he was made a Peer. His grand- 
father, Mr. Tottenham of Ballycarny, M.P. 
for New Ross, was well-known as “ Totten- 
ham in his Boots,” a .'■c.'.!.! ■■..-1 by 

his rushing into the li.;-..-- r-- in 

dirty jack-boots, in which he had hastily 

'”1 I' : n . .• -v^ben 

■ ■ , dress. 

ques- 
tion as to the right of the Crown to any 
ji’-.;-: the Exchequer after 

of the year. The 

VOL. II. 


uumbei's on each side were e.xactly eqmil, 
and Mr. T.’s vote formed the majority against 
Government. 

2 Edmund Sexton, 1st and only Viscount 
Pery, b. April, 1719, d. March 24, 1806; 
m. 1st, June 11, 1756, Patty, dau. of John 


1783 ; retired from Parliament, 1785 ; and, 
March 30, in the same year, was created 
Viscou- ' PvV. V. 'Ih i. |V.I.VC!i - 

year. M.P. ;cr u ' V'. w iVe'is 

1751 !•> I/)!. iu:.l ll:..' .hr > .> of 
LimencK tiii iie was made ^ a Peer. His 

June 16, ■'1795, b. May 28, 1736, at New- 
market, in the county of Cork (also the 
birthplace of Mr. Curran), d. Aug. 19, 
1805; m. July 2, 1761, Mary, dau. of Wil- 
liam Nugent, Esq., of Clonlost. He began 


ral, and on Nov. 29, 1783, became Chief 
29, isoo'. ' ■ ■ ■ ' 
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Lord Kilwarden expressed liimself guardedly, but appeared to 
liave no particular to tbe idea. 

Lord Carletoii proi- '-rod v=(..i. to Lave considered tbe question 
with much attention, but at present saw many difficulties, wdiich 
perhaps might disappear upon further investigation. 

Mr. Conolly ^ had always been a decided friend to an Union, 
and was ready to give it his best assistance. 

The Attorney and Solicitor General were very well disposed. 

The Duke of Leinster, to whom I felt it my duty to mention 
the measure, w'as reserved, and seemed disinclined to give an 
opinion, which I did not think it necessary to press for from his 
Grace. 

The sentiments of the several other persons who have hitherto 
been communicated with, are, upon the whole, favourable, but I 
have not yet sounded a sufficient number to enable me to judge of 
tlie disposition of the Parliament at large. 

Having put yom: Grace in possession of the opinions of some of 
the leading persons now in town, as far as their minds are yet 
made up on the question, I should wish to give your Grace some 
information, were it in my power, how the public at large are dis- 
posed to it. As yet the measure is not sufficiently understood, nor 
has it been brought into general discussion so as to enable me to 
form any correct judgment on this point. Measures will be taken 
in the course of a few days to bring the general principle into 
consideration in the most favourable point of view. 

T have rf'iisdii to hope that the inhabitants of Munster, but 
particnhivly ilie ciii/.(Mi> ol‘ Cork, are partial to the measure. 

The ririinr.^T'pl bo cxpectcd in Dublin, the rather 

as the fe ‘ ■ . «■ a metropolis will be much excited 

by the ■■■ ; '. !'» ,•■. Communications have taken place 

and applications been made to the sheriffs to call an aggregate 
meeting of the city, so soon as the measure is avowed, to wliich 
they have consented. The Bar also have it in contemplation to 
meet. 

• Every endeavour has been and shall be used to keep back, if 
possible, opposition till the question has been more discussed and 
is better understood. Already the repugnance of the Bar has in 
some degree been softened, and I entertain a sanguine hope that if 
the country can be prevented from pledging itself precipitately, 

1 T’-. ■ ’ 'T"-. 1788, and then for Chichester till March, 

d. April .. ■■ :! . ... 1784. He was for many years a most infln- 

dau. of ( . ■ . ■ ential member of ilie iri.sh I'arJinmciif, in 

' ' which he sat for ihc roiintv of Derrv iVom 

MaJmsbury from xMarch, 1759, to March, 1761 to May, 1800. 
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that all classes of the conimmiity may he awakened to a sense of 
its advantages. 

Your G-race may depend on my utmost elforts being dh-ected to 
the furtherance of this great work, so important to preserve this 
Idngdom in connexion with Great Britain, and I >liii!i uoi fail to 
communicate to your Grace the particulars of my progress in the 
execution of the task confided to me. 

I have the honoim, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis Cornwallis to Major-General Eoss. 

Dear Eoss, Ptoenix Park, Nov. 27, 1798. 

I was so much occupied all yesterday that I had not time 
to write to you. Nightingall is gone to London, on an invitation 
from Maitland to accompany him on some expedition^ and though 
I feel a little alarmed for public reasons at the word expedition, 
yet I perfectly approve of Nightingall’s going upon all that may 
offer. 

He tells me that he thinks Lieut.-Colonel Littlehales,® who was 
long with iSimcoe, and afterwards with Maitland, w^ould be a very 
proper person to succeed Taylor. He says that he is remarliably 
good-tomporcd, very laborious, and one of the most disinterested 
and honourable men that he has met with, and he mentioned a 
striking circumstance or two that occurred in his official business 
of Quartermaster-General at St. Domingo. I have directed 
Nightingall to ask Brownrigg’s opinion, who knows Littlehales 
very well, and if he thinks he is qualified for the situation, to make 
the proposition to Littlehales. 

They are taking from us, as I suppose you know, yoiu- regiment, 
the 30th, 2nd, and 29th, so that we shall only retain of King’s 
troops, the Guards, Huntley’s, and a very weak battalion of the 
Eoyals. The rest are mere skeletons. The strong regiment of 
Sutherland Fencibles have declared their determination to return 
to Scotland, and I am under the greatest alarm about the English 
Militia. Lord B. has been indefatigable in blowing the coals and 

1 This expedition was originally destined .wvvicc, at the siege of Oihvnitnv in 1792-03 
against the coast of France, but was after- under Guiioral Si-.ncoe in America, aiui after- 
wards sent in the Camilla to America, ■ • y . • 

■ i 1 ' Sir Edward " ■■ ■ 

Littlehales Baker, Bart., so created Sept. 2, ' ' ■ ' i ■ i 

■ . suite wnen ne went to negociate the i reaty 

of Amiens. 
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doing all the mischief in 'his power, and would sacrifice fifty 
kingdoms to gratify his ill-liuniour and selfish considerations. 
My sentiments about the narrow bottom are as public* as I can 
with propriety make them, and I must not walk i" f ' j .'■ « ■ " 
the noble Lord whom I have lately mentioned. 1 1 
managed, with the assistance of m;. f:-! ^ r.i.- that Sh W. 

Homan® shall be Secretary to the !?■■■ ■■ i -■■■ 1*. ■ ’ lighting, &c. 
It is not a high office, but he will get a tolerable house, and at 
least 400?. a-year. Believe me, &c., 

OOENW ALLIS. 


Thk Doke of Poetland to Marquis Cornwallis. 

[Secret.] Received Nov. 30, 1798, 

Mv Lord, Whitehall, Nov. 25, 1798. 

. . . In the letter with which I transmitted to your 
Excellency the proposed Articles of Union, I informed you it 
would shortly be followed by suggestions and observations wliich it 
was hoped would facilitate the accomplishment of that very desh- 
able event. ... 

With reference to the mode of choosing the representatives of 
the Commons of Ireland in the United Parhament, I shah confine 
the instruction which I am to give to two great outlines, and leave 
the decision open till we receive from your Excellency the results 
of the conferences which you wiU have vitli f -.-.t.-. ;■ .. .i-*' i’- - ■ ...n, ; iy 

versed in the right of voting, and in the ' ■ I ■■■: ■■■«., 

, . ' . I have at present only to recommend that you should 
take particular care, that it may be clearly understood that the 
preservation of the rights of election in every county, city, and 
place, which now sends Members of Parliament, precisely in the 
same manner and form in which they are now exercised and 
enjoyed, is one of the fundamental points in wliich no alteration 


> r I " . — , • KB..I. 

M. 7 ' ■ \ 2: .0 .. 

2 . 77 >. t •. i- . I • ■ .. 

- ( . . ' t , 

l . 10 ' ■ ” ■ I’, . ■< " 17'J'-’ 

U 1772, ' .’’c- 

1 I ^ L I . ^ .. 

o’ ■ I 1 . . • .77,- .7^!.'’' V i- - 
lo;-. to 179i'. 0*:i : .■ ■.i..-.: :o i7;!7. N-..v.- 

I;:. i»-.: i..::;--:'. !:■_ ! ii-. 

I ^ 

Union af: Iv n:s as 1 \- l-is 

exertions lu Paniameni. He was JJaintt or 


the Phoenix Park and Alnager, July, 1797; 
on the abolition of those offices he received 
pensions of 1200^. and 2062/., and an addi- 
tional one of 1000/, when the Union was 
completed. C i ^ r _ 

20, 1800. ■ . . ■ • , 

Armv early in life. 

2 Sir Willin' - . ’ V 

m. June 13, . ■ . . > 

.Toh". 

. r 2. L II V - ' ' - 

.1 .• < i 1) r . . < 

t\' Cl -C. .L a K I 
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wliatever will be suffered to be proposed ; and the other is, that the 
number of representatives to be chosen by the Commons of Ireland 
is upon no account whatever to exceed one hundred. 

Subject to these two conditions, in neither of which will any 
relaxation be admitted, it is not the wish of tliis Government to 
dictate or intimate any preference as to the selection — ^whether one 
member should be returned for each county instead of two, and the 
boroughs classed, as in Scotland; or by alternating some of the 
counties ; or by returning the present number of representatives, 
and empowering them by ballot or otherwise to choose delegates 
for the whole body of electors — are considerations of so local a 
nature, that it is to be wished that your Excellency may be able to 
ascertain the mode wliich will be most grateful to the general 
feelings of the Irish. 

With respect to the future representatives of the peerage of 
Ireland, it should seem that a better model, except as to numbers, 
could not be followed than that of the election of the 16 peers for 
Scotland ; and I should think that 32 at most (6 or 4 of whom 
should be elected from among the bishops) would be thought a 
very competent number to ropro^ont the ]->eerage, which, exclusive 
of 42 or 43, already peers ol‘ • •ro!ii ih-ii.-iiii, amounts, together with 
the bishops, to about 180. ... j 

POETLAND. 

The whole despatch is of great length : in the portion omitted 
the Duke of Portland expresses a hope that the Irish would not 
require the full number of representatives proposed, and this con- 
cession he thinks would be a mark of confidence on their part. 
That this hope was not reahsed wall be seen hereafter.' The Duke 
also alludes to the articles about commerce and revenue, and 
states, in confidence, that Mr. Pitt had a plan in contemplation to 
make every individual contribute to the exigencies oJ‘ ■ih'.! in 
proportion to the fair amount of his income, which would be the 
best criterion to determine the quota of expense each country 
.should bear. This was evidently the income-tax. 

Viscount Castleeeagh to the Duke of Portlant). 

[Private.] 

My LoBD, Dublin Castle, Nov. 30, 1798. 

. . . What was apprehended and intimated by me to 

Mr. Wickham has happened. Captain Saurin, who commands the 
Lawyers’ Corps of Yeomanry, this day, in the Four Courts, ordered 
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them to assemble on Sunday next to take into their consideration 
a question of the greatest national importance. Seyeral of the 
members then present spoke in terms of the strongest disapproba- 
tion of so unwise and so unconstitutional an attempt, declared their 
determination to resist it, and m'ged him, but without effect, to 
abandon his purpose. The meeting will certainly take ihii-e. biii T 
indulge a sanguine hope that the majority of the 
adverse to the measme of an Union, will not be betrayed into so 
criminal a proceeding. 

The events of the next week cannot fail to be peculiarly im- 
portant, and as they will enable me in some degree to judge of the 
public temper, as also to collect more ample information for your 
Grace’s consideration, I trust yom' Grace will sanction with your 
approbation my Lord-Lieutenant’s decision. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Oastlereagh. 

MaPvQUis Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 

[Private and most Secret.] 

My DEAB Lord, DuUm Castle, Dec. 1. 1798. 

I last night received your Grace’s letters dated the 24th 
and 25th ultimo, the former of which contained Mr. Dundas’s 
circular letter to the Colonels of the regiments of English 
Militia. 

Yom.' Grace will have observed from my former communi- 
cations, that I have felt a perfect conviction that the supposed 
dissatisfaction was confined to one corps, and that I doubted very 
much whether, even in that corps, it had originated amongst the 
soldiers. 

Under these circumstances I certainly should not recommend 
the immediate removal of any of the Militia regiments, and I have 
no difficulty in declariug, that although the French appear for the 
present to have laid aside the intention of making any further 
attempts against Ireland, I tloink this country would be exjiosed 
to the most imminent danger of becoming again a scene of 
bloodshed and rebellion, and that all thoughts of uniting the 
two kingdoms must be given up, if that force should now be 
withdrawn. 

Lord Oastlereagh has informed your Grace of the spirit of 
opposition to the g"- - : ■ ■ ■■ ■ i ■ agitation, which has already 
manifested itself, . ■ ■ reasons which induce botli 
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liis Lordship aud myself to think that he cannot set out before tlie 
latter end of next week. 

I shall not before Lord Castlereagh’s dejDartnre enter into any 
details on the subject of the proposed representation. I do not, 
however, flatter myself with the hopes of obtaining any very dis- 
interested opinion upon the subject on this side of the water, as I 
have not the smallest doubt that every man whom I might consult, 
would advise such measiu'es as he thought would best suit his 
private views, without having the smallest consideration for the 
public welfare. 

I have forwarded Mr. Dundas’s circular letter by express to the 
respective Colonels of the Militia regiments, and I have accom- 
panied it with a letter from myself, a copy of which I have the 
honour to enclose. 

The queries wliich your Grace mentions to have b.,:(,)> jiliiccil 
opposite to the articles were not transmitted to me, bm a- r.ord 
BucldTigham showed them to Mr. Cooke, I had an opportunity of 
obtaining a copy of them. . j 

Cornwallis. 


Roger O’Conjtor,' Esq., to Viscount Castlereagh. 

My Lord, Prison, Doc. 1, 1798. 

In pursuance of your desire expressed to Mr. Grady,® I have 
the honour of enclosing a list of damages done at ConnorviHe by 
the military. I cannot, nor will I, vouch for the truth of their 
extenC; I believe it true. I need not point out to your Lordship 
how to act. j l^ayg the honour to be, 

Yoiu’ Lordship’s obedient servant, 

E. O’Connor. 


The foregoing letter refers to the damages said to have been 
done at Mr. O’Connor’s residence by a body of soldiers who had 


' Kogei' Connor, who, with his younger 
brother, Arthur, adopted the suraame of 
O’Coiiiior, in consequence of a family ti-adi- 
tion that it n!':.-;-. ’ 1.: 

an ancestor i.- < ;q- ; . r ‘.■.■n. 

English GoA’-ornraent, was horn 1763, d. 
1835 ; m, 1st, 1784, Louisa Anna, dau. of 
Colonel Strachan ; and, 2nd, 1788, Wilhel- 
mina, dau. of Nicholas Bowen, Esq., of 
Bowenscourt. He was in 1798 arrested for 
high treason, and detained for some time in 
confinement. He Avas sent witli the other 
prisonei's to Fort George, from Avhence, on 


account of his health, he was released rather 

to Ireland. By his 2nd Avife he aa'us father 
to Fr-. r. .. Or-r.;: h. 

■' il-::".' I;--:-.- .A. v.ounsel to the 

:h. IT-.;-.', d, 1847; m. 
1802, Miss Spread. H-- ■. 

Avere democratic, ■ - ■ 

thoiq’ ’ he Union. 

M.p. : ■ ■ ; . to 1802. 

Phe ■ ■ ' Grady to 

Mr. O'Connor cannot bo traced. 
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been sent there to live at free-quarters. The sum claimed was 
631?. 8s. 8d . ; one item of 10?. 15s. was for gi-apes and other fruit, 
and another of 43?. 10s. for lodging 87 soldiers for five weeks at 
2s. a week per man. The claim was rejected, and the original 
document was preserved, docketed “put by.” In the following 
year Lord Castlereagh, writing to Mr. Cooke, refers to this claim 
and treats it as absurd. In the autumn of 1811, when death had 
removed most of the persons cognizant of the facts, Mr. O’Connor 
again applied, but with this difference, that he then raised his 
demand to 2190?. The Duke of Eichmond, at that time Lord- 
Lieutenant, caused every possible investigation to be made, and 
the result was that Mr. O’Connor’s claims were not admitted. Some 
portions of his letters, with one from Mr.Marsden.'' ir- "-rV.---. .1. 
as the latter contains some details respecting the ■ ;■ 

the state-prisoners. . 

Mr. E. O’Connor says, “ In July, 1798, a treaty (the origin of 
which is known only to myself of all men living) was set on foot by 
Mr. Samuel Neilson to prevent his own trial, and entertained by 
Lord Castlereagh in the dread of exposure on that trial, of his 
former acts in connexion with the ‘Northern Star’ paper and 
Neilson, and concluded 'between Lords Clare and Castlereagh on 
the part of the then Government, and my brother on behalf of the 
United Irish. To induce me to negotiate, great pains were taken, 
and very extraordinary measures resorted to by agents of that 
Government. Entreaties proving unavailing, Mr. Alexander Mars- 
den under the mask and in the name of Mendship, wliich my 
knowledge of the man could not have authorized him to assume, 
came to my prison to warn me of the great danger to which my 
obstinacy would expose me, and to inform me that my resistance 
to enter into the treaty ‘concluded with all the state-prisoners,’ 
myself excepted, would determine the Government to take' pos- 
session of my house and lands ; an intention which he said he had 
accidentally discovered, and of which he came, unknown to any 
person at the Castle, to apprize me. This act of treachery towards 
me, or of treason towards his ■'■■mr'' ^ producing the desired 
effect upon me, in so short a - as distance admitted, 

advice reached me from Connorville that my house, gardens, and 
grounds were in possession of a considerable body of soldiers, 
horse and foot, and on the 7th of October I learned that the troops 
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had marched away, after an occupation of the place for seven 
weeks, during which time they had, after expelling my little 
children and servants, committed every excess that either insuh- 
ordination, or rigid observance of the barbarous orders of predatory 
superiors, could prompt men to or dictate.” 

After defending himself from the probable charge of allowing 
so long a space of time to elapse without endeavouring to obtain 
redress, Mr. O’Connor proceeds to say ; “Nor should I, even now, 
in aU probability, have urged my claims, did I not feel myself re- 
duced to the necessity of calling in ah quarters where money is 
due, to meet a conspiracy formed against me in a legalized way, in 
consequence of which I have been plundered of a very considerable 
sum since my return from England, in August last was twelve- 
months.” 


Alk-vandee Maesden, Esq,, to tue Right Hon. W. W. Pole.’ 

My DEAR Sir, Dublin, Sept. 16 , 1811 . 

I am much obliged to you for communicating to me Mr. 
Roger O’Connor’s letter of the ISth instant. 

I remember he ap|)hed for compensation on the grounds he 
has stated, but I do not think so early as he alleges ; and I am 
certain that his application was not thought deserving of attention 
then, any more than it seems worthy of it now. 

You may suppose I do not overlook how much he has made me 
a party in the scenes he has invented ; and it is not the only in- 
stance in which the confidential servants of the Governments of 
those times, are brought to trial on the complaints of the least 
deserving of the men who have escaped the execution of the law. 
Without descending to a defence of my conduct, I may perhaps be 
allowed to say, that I had no previous acquaintance whatever with 
Mr. Roger O’Connor, and consequently no grounds on which I 
could practise a deceit towards him on the score of friendsliip ; that 
if sneb a contrivance against him as he stsi-tes bad been Iramod, 
Lord Cornwallis must have been a party to the orders which Mr. E. 
O’Connor alleges were issued, and need I say more to disprove it? 


^ Right Hon. William Wellesley Pole, next 
brother of Richard IMarijuis Wellosley, b. 
May 20, 1763, d. Feb, 22, 1845 ; ni. May 
17, TT - T ■ ’ . ind co- 
heir ' ■ ■. Cre- 
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of the Buckhounds. M.P. in the Irish Par- 
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Norember, 1790, to March, 1794, and for 
Queen’s County from 1801 till raised to the 
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In fact tlie treaty witli the prisoners was speedily concluded 
and the determination to give up further prosecution, after four or 
five had been hanged, was for good reasons adopted. _ 

Mr E O’Connor’s refusing to sign the agreement was an adroit 
trick on liis part, bnt weighed notUng in the transaction at the 
time, nor was it thought of as a matter of any eonseqneiiee until he 
afterwards founded a distinction of his case upon it. flie measure 
of pardon was taJren in respect to about sereuty persons then m 
the gaols, among whom Mr. E. O’Comior stood ym-y low m 
matters, whateyer might haye been the equality of his guilt 

I ask yom- pardon for haring taken np so iniioli of your time on 
tliis subject I have before seen a statement in pi-mt from Mr. 
O’C. similir to that in Ins letter, which I have always disi-egarded, 
as I am in the habit of teeating such matters. 

Yours, dear Sir, very faithfully, 

A. Marsden. 
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• Minute oe the Govebnob-Genbeal. 

Feb. 30, 1790. 

I HAVE cousidored Mr, Shove’s minutes ' on the :•- ■> c!,.i n , • 

Revenue, which were recorded on the iiroccedings of .• ^ and 

21st December last, with all the attention which the importance of the subject 
deserves, and which is due to the opinions of a man who is so distinguished for 
his knowledge of the revenue system of this country, and for whose inxbiic-sjdrited 
principles, and general character, I have the highest esteem. 

After having experienced so much advantage from the able and almost uni- 

^ ’ received from Mr. Shore, during a period of near three 

„ ■ , ; particularly gi-atifying to me, if we could have avoided 

' ’ ■ ■ • . ' ment of our separation ; but a rctgard to 

■ ■ ■ • . • . sejiarato all otbur cou.'ddei'atioiis ; and I 

either of us, and that a sense ‘ • . . . • ■ .■■■■■ 

tions that have arisen to that „ ‘ ■ ■■. 

have been in our sentiments, on almost all important points relating to the 
public business. 

The interests of the nation, as well as the Company, and the happiness and 
prosperity of our subjects in this country, are deeply concerned in the points on 
which we differ ; and a; -1'- ■ ’ -'.T ; persuaded, that 

it is equally our wish, . ’■ ■ ■ ' ■ s . . ■. '' most effectually 

prou.olei!. 

Mr. lu his propositions for making the Babar settlement, objected to 

our notifying to the landholders the intention of the Court of Directors to 
declare the decennial settlement peimanent and unalterable, provided that it 

, , .... , i-i. -i.-i.-.,. . in his two last minutes, he goes further, and 

■ ■ . . ■ ■ ■ ■ rmanent assessment of the lands of these provinces 

. . ■. isable. He also contends, that the taking into the 

hands of Government the collection of all internal duties on commerce, and 
allowing the zemindars and others, by wdiom these duties have been hitherto 
levied, a deduction equal to the amount which they now realize fi-om them, will 
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meni; ui3on the lands, I should certainly have thought it ray duty to withhold 
the notification of the intention of the Court of Directors, which I recommended 
but after the most mature and deliberate consideration of Mr. Shore’s reasoning, 
being s(il! fin idy persuaded that a fixed and unalterable assessment of the land- 
nuils was besv. calculaled to j)romote the substantial interests of the Company and 
of the British nation, as well as th(- 1 a ■; h:--." ;• ^ of the inhabitants 

of our Indian territories, and being a'.'-, ■ •=:;\ e..-: ;■ a. notification would 

render the proprietors of land anxious to. have the management of their own 
estates, and in many instances induce them to come forward with more fair and 
liberal offers at the period of making the new settlement, and, at the same time, 
that even a disappointment of their expectations would be the cause of no real 
injury to them, or place them in a worse situation than they were before such 
hopes were hold out v- .h-..:: . ii 1 ■■■ w.y duty to propose that 

the intentions of the C.r;-: of i L- ■ -d. 

The notification has been accordingly made in the several collectorships of 
Bahar, and in the collectorship of Midirapore in Orissa, the final orders for the 
settlement of which have been issued, and the same reasons will induce me to 
recommend its being published throughout Bengal. 

The accompanying extracts from the correspondence of the Collector of' 
Shahabad in the province of Bahar, with the Board of Revenue, will prove that 
my cx]3ectations I'Cgarding the eflect of this notification were well founded. 

1 now come to the two remaining points on which I have differed with Mr. 
Shore, and the final decision regarding which must rest with the Honourable 
Court of Directors, viz., the expediency of declaring the decennial settlement 
; ■u’.'-t. r.rd officers on the part of Government to collect the 

The following appears to me to he Mr. Shore’s principal objections to a per- 
manent assessment: — That wc do not possess a sufficient knowledge of the 
actual collections made from the several districts to enable ns to distribute the 
assessment upon them, with the re«iuisite equality: that the demands of the 
zemindars upon the talookdars and ryots are undefined ; and even if we did pos- 
■■ ■ ' ■ ' ’•■'1-' of Ihe d yov-.h", there are peculiar circumstances 

• • "i- : . 'ch v.-!:.-’ over it bad policy in the Government 

' ; ■ ' ' ‘ 1 le lands. 

I shall now offer such remarks as occur to me on the facts aud arguments 
adduced by 

Mr. Shot,. ,, . ; . ■ ' ' -tenths of 

their receipts, and, under these circumstances, allowing for the common variations 
in the state of society, in the improvement and in the decline of agriculture, and 
admitting the probable alterations in the value of silver, it is certain that the 
constancy of the assessment may he of great inconvenience, and even ruinous to 
many of the contributors ; and, in this case, that there will he a necessity of some 
future alteration, which must always take place to the disadvantage of Govern- 
ment, if the assessment be now declared fixed for ever. 

Were there any groumh r that a system which secures to the 

ihe i the profits arising from the improve- 

;■■(■!!' of v.i!: a decline in agriculture, then might we apprehend 

.i assessment would, in a progress of time, hear hard upon the 

• ■ ■ ; : ■ reason and experience justify the contrary supposition ; in 

which ■ . . ' ■■■."■ ■ ■ . ■ ’ " . .-able to the contributors, because 

their ' ■ ■ -the demand of Government will 

continue tlie same. 
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F-'i to tLe contributors is the probable alteration in the value 
; ;Vi'- ■ 'i! ;-.' little doubt, but that it will continue to fall, as it has done 
for centuries past, in proportion to the quantities drawn from the mines, and 
thrown into the general circulation, increases. If this be admitted, the assess- 
ment will become gradually lighter, because, as the value of silver diminishes 
the landholder will be able, uiion an average, to ja-oc'— : t’ ' ‘;h he 

may engage to pay annually to Government, with a ; part 

of the produce of his lands, than he can at present. 

The circumstance of the country being occasionally liable to drought and 
inundation, which Mr. Shore adduces as an argument against a permanent assess- 
ment, appears to me strongly in favour of it. , The losses arising from drought 
and inundation are partial and temporary ; the crops only are damaged or de- 
stroyed ; the land is neither swept away by inundation, nor rendered barren by 
drought, but, in the ensuing year, produces crops as plentiful as those which it 
would have yielded had it not been visited by those calamities. 

Now, if Mr. Shore’s calculation of the proportion which the zemindars in 
general receive of the produce of their lands be accurate, it is obvious that every 
leiiiporiiry loss must fall upon Government; for so long as we i)rofess to leave 
ilic' zemindars no more iii.'iu that projiortion, and claim a right to approi)riate the 
excess to the public use, from wbat funds are they to make their losses good ? 
r.ut when the demand of Government is fixed, an opportunity is afforded to the 
' landholder of increasing his profits ’ . ’ ’ • • and we may 

reasonably expect that he will pro ' . . . ■ , ■ ■ : the profits of 

favourable seasons. 

The necessity, therefore, of granting remissions to the landholders for tempo- 
rary losses will diminish in proportion as the produce of the lands increases and 
exceed,s the demand of Government. 

But let us suppose tliat hereafter it should be found necessary to grant remis- 
sions in districts which may suRer from drought or inundation ; this is no argu- 
ment against a permanent assessment; fo" f variable 

assessments, we are frequently obliged to . ■ on these 

accounts, and there is no prospect of our being able to discontinue them so long 
as the country is assessed at its full value, and no more is left to the landholder 
than is barely sufficient for bis subsistence, and for defraying the charges of col- 
lecting the rents from his lands. 

There is this further advantage to be expected from a fixed assessment in a 
countiy subject to drought and inundation, that it affords a strong inducement to 
the Inrdhn^lrr to exrr*^ ''r'lrsr-lf to i-r-rT'r ,as a;i<>d;lyns p''' ';n le the damages 
v’.idh hi-; 'imd- m.-y \ avo 'V'," ;i'e-v calvnii’es ; k v !; is to be expected 

that when the public demand upon bis land is limited to a specinc sum he will 
employ every meer.s in l ia ] -’.-.vn- to rwder them cajiablc of again paying that 
sum, and as larg',: a !;•; p,. vii;!e. for his own use. His ability to raise 

money to make ;! ■ se wi'! '. <■ t-o'porF'-n.d ’y increased by the additional 

“ value which the limitation of [■.■.'■■he .’a -.'.ill stamp upon his landed 
property : the reverse of this is to be expected, when the public assessment is 
subjected to unlimited increase. 

T am of opinion, therefore, that there is no reason to apprehend a greater defi- 
ciency in the public revenues from drought and inundation, wher '■’ a -■;-■■■■ 

is fixed, than -we have hitherto sustained rmder the system of , ■■■ i 

ments ; on the contrary, that we have very sufficient grour^~ ■; ' 

the necessity for granting remissions on these accounts will ' ■ ■ ■■. , ' - 

It further appears to me, that the [jracticc of heaping up tl ■ ■ . ' ,> i ; 
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n. r- 1 of one landliolder witli deficiencies in 

■ ■ ■ . ■ ■ s of his neighbour, is both nnjnst and 

, ■ iscontinned, both the landholders and 

their under-tenants and ryots will in general remain in a state of impoverishment, 
and t- ;■' 1 will continue at its present depreciated value. 

Xl". that the zemindars are ignorant of their true interests, 

and of all that relates to their estates : that the details of business with their 
tenants is irregular and confused, exhibiting an intricate scene of collusion 
opposed to exaction, and of unlicensed demand substituted for methodized 
claims: that the rules, by w'hich the rents are demanded from the ryots, are 
numerous, arbitrary, and indefinite : that the officers of Government possessing 
io.'il CM'!.!- d ■•■"fi-c'ly iiCi.n.vV tod with them, whilst their superiors, further 

-i.-i-o i.r:”-.; .'ess information: that the rights of the 
talookdars dependent on the zemindars, as well as of the ryots, are imperfectly 
understood and defined : that in common cases we often want sufficient data and 
experience to enable us to decide, with justice and policy, U] ’ ' ’ ■ ' ■ ' ■ , ■ 

tion from taxes, and that a decision erroneously made may ’ ' ■ ■ 

other of these consequences, — a diminution of the revenues of Government, or a 
confirmation of oppressive exaction : that no one is so sanguine r,~ r-.x ] ■■■(:'■ tl r,!, 

the '■ " r zemindarry assessment will at once prov' 

thes ■ must be allowed for the growth of confidence, and the 

acquisition of knowledge: that we know from experience what the zemindars 
are, and that he is not inclined, in opposition to that experience, to suppose that 
r-'-on, and become economical land- 

‘ty of the zemindars, admitting 

the.se defects to exist in that class of ; ’ ' \T’ ; 

given it as my ojjinion, that they ar ‘ . • ' ' ■ ■ ■ , ' f 

collecting the public revenue from their lands which has long prevailed in this 
country. To keep them in a state of tutelage, and to prohibit them from borrow- 
ing money, or disposing of the’’’ I • -.-’■b' ■'' G nt, as 

we do at present;, xvith a view ' • ' . 'their 

profligacy and incapacity, wil ; ^ lacted 

which secure to them the fruits of industry and economy, and at the same time 
leave them rv of idleness and extravagance, they must 

either renc-:-:- -n - (.•’ : .v.- -acting their own business, or their 
necessities '• .! ••i-: ' 'i-eir lands to others who will cultivate 

1 ’ "’his I conceive to be the only effectual mode which this or 

' ' » ■ ::.i could adopt to render the proprietors of the lands econo- 

; « : .■'■■■ ipacity can be applied 

only to the jiroi.Ticlors of the largest zemindarries. The proprietors of the 
sinsl'.er zemindarries, and talooks in general, conduct tlieir own business ; and I 
make no doubt would improve their lands, were ihey exempted from the aiitborii.y * 
of the zeminibns, and allowed to pay their revenue innm*diaioly lo the public 
treasuries of the collectors. 

Ibo •c'’ bc-tvrc-;-r! !l:- znr.’ndars and their under- 

i;; vy., I ic- d-.-.-c-’.i'i;.;,! liv Mr. Shore, does it not 

” by successive administrations to 

' ■ ' ' ' ■ ■ ■ . . consequently esta- 

■ . ' . ■■■'. : measures for that purpose ? We 

have found that the numerous prohibitory orders against the levying of new 
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taxes, accompanied with threats of fine and punishment for the disohedieucer 
of them, Ijave proved ineffectual ; and, indeed, how could it he expected, that 
whilst the Government were increasing their demands upon the zemindars, that 
they in their turn would not opi»ress the ryots ; or that a farmer, whose interest 
extended little further than to the crops upon the ground, would not endeavour 
to exact, hy every means in his power, as large a sum as possible, over and above 
the amount of his engagements with the public ? 

If the officers of Government possessing local control are imperfectly* ac- 
quainted with the rules hy which the rents are demanded from the ryots, and 
their superiors, further removed from the detail, have still less information of 
them, at what period are we to hoije that Government and its officers will obtain 
a more perfect knowledge of them ? The collectors have now been three years 
acting under positive instructions to obtain the necessary information for con- 
cluding a permanent settlement. They have transmitted their rej)orts, and if the 
information contained in them, and the numerous discussions on the same points, 
recorded on the proceedings of former administrations, are insufficient for us to 
act uiion, at v hri!' rcvic .1 as..’, f.---':.: whom are we to expect to procure more perfect 
materials? !\!- i.'i' i!.(- c who have furnished the last reports, are now 

upon the spot, and are the best persons qualified for carrying into execution the 
system which we may adopt. It is to he supposed that they have communicated 
all the information which they possessed, and no further lights are therefore to he 
expected from them. Shall we act upon this information, or shall we wait for 
■ ” ' . " ’ i . or shall we calmly sit do^vn discouraged hy the 

. to exist, and leave the revenue afi’airs of this 
country in the singular state of confusion in which they are represented to be by 
Mr. Shore ? 

In order to simplify the demand of the landholder upon the ryot, or cultivator 
of the soil, we must begin with fixing the demand of Government upon the 
former 5 tliis done, I have little doubt but that the landholders will without 
difficulty ’ the ryots upon the principles proposed by 

Mr, Shore ' ■ ' ■ ' ' Bengal settlement. The value of the pro- 
duce of t! ■ . ’ rroprolo:- l.is officers, and to the lyot 

who cultivates it; and is a standard can ::':wa\.-. he reverted to hyhoth 

parties, for fixing equitable rates. 

Mr. Shore, in his minute prefixed to his propositions for the Bengal settle- 
ment, has furnished the most sr.lv^f.-.c^fry nr.- to prove the incompetency 

of the officers of Government :!.;.s (iv;ai!, with any prospect of suc- 

cess. He observes, “ that it would he endless to attempt Uio suhordiiiatc varia- 
tions in the tenures or conditions of the ryots : that it is evident, in a country 
where discretion has so long been the measure of exaction, where the qualities of 
the soil, and the nature of the produce, suggest the rates of the rents ; where the 
standard of measuring the land varies, and where endless and often contradictory 
customs exist in the same district and village, the task must he nearly impossible ; 
that the collector of B ^ that the infinite varieties 

of soil, and the fur. ■ : circumstances, are abso- 

lutely beyond the investigation, or almost comprehension, not merely of a col- 
lector, hut of any man who has not made it the business of Ms life.” 

It is evident therefore, that the only mode of remedying these evils which is 
likely to be attended with success, is to establish such rulers as shall oblige tbe 
proprietors of the soil, and their ryots, who alone possess the requisite information 

■' — - - 'Ijustment of the rates to be paid for the dif- 

■ -.dr respective districts. Mr. Shore’s proposi- 
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tion, that the rents of the ryots, by whatever rule or custom they may he de-* 
manded, shall he speeific as to their amount,— that the landholders shall he 
ohli,^ed, witliin a certain time, to grant pottahs or writings to their ryots, in 
whicli this amount shall be inserted ; and that no ryot shall be liable to pay more 
than the sum actually specified in his pottah, if duly enforced by the collectors,— 
will soon obviate the objection to a fixed assessment, founded upon the unde- 
fined state of the demands of the landholders upon the ryots. 

-ovement is diffused throughout the country, the ryots 
. ; ! ■ • ■ in the competition of the landholders to add to the 

number of their tenants. 

It is no objection to the perpetuation of the zemindarry assessment, that 
it will not at once provide a remedy for those evils : it is sufficient if it operates 
progressively to that end. 

Mr. Bhore observes, that we have experience of what the zemindars are ; but 
tl ev'.-'-Vn.--'- what they are, or have been, under one system, is by no means 
:! ■■ • er;-, ■■■■ ■'. to determine what they would be under the influence of 

another,' founded upon very different principles. We have no experience of what 
the zemindars would be under the system which I recommended to be adopted. 

I agree with Mr. Shore, that some interference on the part of Government is 
undoubtedly necessary for effecting an adjustment of the demands of the zemindars 
upon the ryots ; nor do I conceive that the former will take alarm at the reserva- 
tion of this right of interference, when convinced that Government can have no 
interest in exercising it, but for the purposes of public justice. Were the 
?+ca1p +A. n, v.ovfy +i->A causB, they might have some grounds for 

rference is inconsistent with proprietary 
right ; that it is an encroachment upon it to prohibit a landlord from imposing 
taxes upon his tenant, for it is saying to him that he shall not raise the rents of 
his estates ; and that if the land is the zemindar’s, it will only be partially his 

v’ ibe the quantum which he is to collect, or the mode by 

• ■ • ■ ■ ■• ) take place between the parties concerned. 

If Mr. Shore means that after having declared the zemindar proprietor of the 
soil, in order to he consistent, we have no right to prevent his imposing new 
abwahs or taxes on the lands in cultivation, I must differ with him in opinion, 

w — ■ be absolute slaves of the zemindars : every hegah 

■ • have been cultivated under an express or implied 
agreement that a certain sum shoxild be paid for each hegah of iwoduce, and no 
more. Every abv ’ ’ ■’I ” ■ indar over and above that sum is 

not only a breach ' . ■ ■ , ■ violation of the established laws 

of the country. The cullivator, therefore, has in such case an undoubted right to 
apply I '. G I.-':' '’.V ih..: i of his property, and Government is at all 

times : : n I do not hesitate, therefore, to give it as my 

Oiuuioii tiiat Ihe zeminthu-s, neither now nor ever, could possess a right to impose 
(axes oi- Mbwalxs upon l.:;e ryots: and if from the confusions which prevailed 
towards the close of the Mogul Government, or neglect, or want of information, 
since we have had the possession of the country, :■ ’ ■■■■*■ ’ 

by the zemindars or farmers, that Government ha^ ■ 

i t : ■, oi ;iii '.as. I v. ; ly cu.'..i- .v-, v. a-; ii . j ;--,y 

the revenue assessed upon them, by any means iu.comp.atihle with the proprietary 
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iriglits of the zemindars. Whoever cultivates the land, the zemindars can receive 
no more than the established rent, which inmo-l :l;sc.:.' is r;;l\v (■■ ■ wh;:!. the 

cultivator can afford to pay. To peimit him i-> ■!:■;; ...-.v,.-:--. <.• .■.ilihaii.';-, ii;r the 

sole purpose of giving the land to another, would be vesting him with a power to 
commit a wanton act of oppression, from which he could derive no benefit. The 
practice that prevailed under the Mogul Government of uniting many districts 
into one zemindarry, and thereby subjecting a large body of people to the control of 
one p;-- ".::;-.;! -i-^d-.red :vo' :■:■,■( iov ■ f this natum absolutely neces- 
sary. Ti.c ii.i'.y .'-.ril :ie and the cultivators must pay 

the rent to the purchaser. 

Neither is prohibiting the landholder to impose new abwabs or taxes on the 
lands in cultivation tantamount to saying to him that he shall not raise the rents 
of his estates. The rents of an estate are not to be raised by the imposition of 
new abwabs or taxes on every begah of land in cultivation ; on the contrary, they 
will in the end be lowered by such ir.ir"-!;'!-rns, wlic-n tl c m!:e of assessment 
1 . ‘ leave .!.i: ry.i;, a s-i.'.ro of the produce for 

Lue mainieuauce uf nis lamiiy and the expenses of cultivation, he must at length 

d V ; -',-- 1 -. ; i.,,. - -^axes ou the land in 

( ■ ' ■ ■ levied them when 

l)ressed to answer demands upon themselves, and that these taxes have, from 
various causes, been perpetuated, to the ultimate detriment of the proijrietor who 
imposed them. 

The rents of an estate can only be raised by inducing the lyots to cultivate the 
more valuable articles of produce, and to clear the extensive tracts of waste land 

which are to ’ ^ ’’ ’■ • ' E.' T‘ ■ b ’ ' 

knowledge of . ■ > , v ■ 

or leaving it . _ •.,. _■ ^ i- ■ „ 

officers, will afford the greatest encouragement to the landholder to have recourse 
tot’ r ” ' _ his estate. 

, ■ ■ ■ , ■ ' ■ • • ; expressed upon a former occasion respecting 

the large proportion of waste land in the Company’s territories, 1 have annexed 
some extracts from the correspondence of the collector in the Dacca province, &c., 
and whoever will take the trouble to consult the public inoccedings will find there 
are many ^ y* . .i -r. -i _ - . - - better cultivated than 

those alliu . ' ; " ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ' 

It does not appear to me that the regulations for the now settlement confirm all 
existing taxes if, upon enquiry, they shall appear to be i 

recc:'!!; r.or that the zemindars will be entitled ; ‘m; 

With regard to the rates at which landed proi)erty transferred by public sale, 
in liquidation of arrears, and, it may he added, by private sale or gift, are to he 
assessed, I conceive that the new proprietor has a right to collect no more than 
what his predecessor was legally entitled to, for the act of transfer certainly gives 

' ■” ’ i’-"- = however, that the due enforcement of 

■ .■ ■ to grant pottahs to their ryots, as pro- 

j ■ ■ objection to a permanent settlement. 

r ■ ’ ■ ’ ■' ■‘’I ‘hese pottahs have been issued 

■ ■ ■ ■ . with the knowledge that these 

pottahs are to he the rules by which the rents are to he collected from the ryots. 

With respect to the talookdars, I could have ■’ r.f! 

separated entirely from the authority of the zemr . , , ! ' ; , 

allowed to remit the public revenue assessed upon t : ■■■ 
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officers of Oovermnent, instead of paying it through the zemindar, to whose juris- 
diction they are subjected. The last clause in the 16th Article of Mr. Shore’s 
propositions, which directs that the lands of the talookdars shall he separated from 
the authority of the zemindars, and their rents he ]:aid immcflifitely to Govern- 
ment, in the event of the zemindars being convicted of iloinanding more from 
them than they ought to pay, will afford the?-’- =-:cr:C src'-'i’-y from ov-rc;-.'-.;!;:. 

AVhen the demand of Government upon i'.'.;- ■/(:: i'xed !-ave 

no plea for levying an increase upon the talookdars, for I conceive the talookdars 
in gene;-.il ! ' h.r -., I.he !.’ ;■ soil as the zemindars, and that the 

former n v ' e c-.- sih.-v.; =-:.rs lesser portions of land, paying their 

revenues i ) ii(-vei". .1 r-.’n;,''- u.c ■■■c.iium of a larger proprietor, instead of 
remitting them immediately to the public treasury. The. po'V'icio’-s 
which must result from affording to one individual an c.r:iP'.!iy of i-;(‘ 

puh'Vc V :• li- iS?; .-.'•(.•1 iiy-" the lands of another at his own discretion, and for 
!ii:i ■. ciivi',: : and on this account I was dodrifiis II. ;i,' ell I'r,'- 

prietors of land, whether zemindars, talookdars, or chi- idrio,-. o'-hl ] i.y 
rents immediately to the European collector of the district, or other officer of 
Government, and bo subject to the same general laws. 

The number of names 1.1 .■ ■ I ■!\>ll will add little to the business of the 

collector of a district, provivlo.! .’ .v. -.1 :: .-s-;.-. t..i he paid by each proprietor of land 
is fixed. 

of' . ■ • . • • . 

zemindars and 1 ■ . ...... 

superior zemindar of the district was solely for the convenience of the Government, 
which found it less difficult to collect the rents from one principal zemindar than 

, ■■ ■■■ •-. '. ■' ■ ■ "I to raise money for 

■ ' ' ■ ..■■■.■• . ■ . ts which they pos- 

se.sscd in tliem as individuals ; and that whatever authority they might exercise 
o’.'or them after the sale mu.st have been virtually delegated to them by the 
r. ' ■' . : ^ 

the rights of the latter, but only deviated from a practice of the Mogul Govern- 
ment, from which that administration itself frequently departed, and whose 
conduct, in cases of this nature, should not, I conceive, be made the rule of ours 
when found to be inconsistent with the good of the community. 

The temporary reduction of the tribute of the Rajah of Benares, adduced by 
Mr. Shore to prove that the internal arrangements which we may find it necessary 

; 1 \ dlv.i-.idi ;!.o ; mMk; lju j;, .k;- :, noi' a !■] (;<; r 

:o mo s 'n v-: :!:;'. 

The revenue received from Benares was at once raised from 22 to 40 lacks of 
rupees. T’ “: Baj-d 1 | .d;’:; o" i r.iii-Mcting his own affairs, the manage- 
ment of ■.h'-i:'. ■.■■.:=> v h'- ;; ■•;■]], ;■ whose rapacity and mal-adminis- 

tration, togeiher with that of his officers, occasioned a general decline in the 

■ ' _ ’nished its resources. The late 

■ ■ ■ • '■ ■■ rise to a further temporary, 

diminution of them. 

The above are the principal causes which have occasioned the reduction in the 
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revenues in Benares ; "biit as it is obvious that similar causes will not exist either 
in Bengal or B-.-l ir. -so iV/a'ii-uhs a’a'n ;;- :,he assessment in these provinces 

can bo foundc- i ir-i; hU- c- '!■ the revenues of Benares. 

Still less can any just conclusions be drawn against fixing the demand of 
Government upon the lands from the instance of the settlement made last year in 
t collectors. Mr. Shore observes, that if this assessment, 

' ■ . ■ • of the gi’eatest probable authenticity, had been declared 

]■ ' 1''. f r. rf 't, if enforced, would have reduced many of the 

I > 1 ■ ■;! to ruin; that, arewm not as likely, or more so, to 

err in the distribution of the assessment upon collectorships as upon the sub- 

..y ,p- ....... 1 -..,. ■'-•-'■nctj 

:1. -- ■'■!■ ■ r’--’---'' ''': T' are about to 

conclude in , ' ■■ . v. ' . -proceedings 

regarding Midnapore. 

The canongoo of that district delivered in accounts in which the gross produce 
of the country was estimated to be nearly double the amount of the revenue 
collected from it on the account of Government. The supposed jirofits of the land- 
holders, after making allowance for their charges in collecting the rents, were 
thought larger than what they were entitled to, and measures were taken to 
approp ■ ' . n , ' 0 the public use. 

A ■ ■ was accordingly im}posed on the country, and the 


difficulty, and that it was attended with great distress, entailing indigence on the 
rr.'devs uf M::.-. {•hoii-.-r- , Koi’ad a-id ! d- : and that in the two last 

dis.ih';-;. :: b.r li..; m, -i-.-v.-i.s l.ad 1 t -o <■■••... oallected, there remained a 
balance due from those mehals, which it was pretty well known was discharged by 
the sale of effects and the mortgaging of rent-free lands. 

The collector furtl or ;v nrs--: h-d Ih..! the canongoe’s estimates had in many 
places proved fallaciou.-, li.:; . i..- (•; i was too high, and that there was an 

absolute necessity for lowering it in the ensuing year ; he was accordingly directed 
to repair to Calcutta, and after the accounts which he brought with him were 
carefully examined, we judged it expedient to grant him a general authority to 
propose JOir’ i’ o .'Sm r- •• h! :;|;;^:;r lo bin; ru 

Icon.(>->i: y eAp.e.aiic;!:: 've;-.; u'.ver ihis i( men: W('i;!d ho 

realised wd ,i's: lo ;'.o i /o'-.iudar^ lalv .kdiirs wJ:o are p;-o-- 

prietors of the " 1 '' ’'-7 i” ‘ ’ that every attempt of this 

nature to appr ^ , profits of the landholders, 

allowing them only what, upon an arbitrary average estimate, is deemed sufficient 
for their maintenance, and defraying the necessary charges of collecting the rents 

of their estates, ’■ ^ •*" n— — to the proprietors 

of the soil, and i' . ■ ■ . 

The history of this settlement may be traced upon the'public proceedings, and 
I trust that the state to wl 1 ; h:;;; •.■■.■.h.-.c'.d =.> iff {be b-.-.-ibob.'!! :-.'- v. IB .-•ii.'go:.:.;- 

to the Court of Directors v.."--;.' ; ■■■ 

ment, and prove to them the j ■■ 

mere admission of the rights of the zemindars, unless followed by the measures 

that will give value to it, will ope:--^- G-' -y -p .-ff 

country ; that the demands of a f - ■ ' ' “ . , . - -.i , '■ 

more moderate than the impositlor ■ . . ■ = ■ ' ' ■ i . ■ i ‘ 
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value of what wc possess permanent, our demands ought to be fixed ; that, 
removed from the control of our own Government the distance of half the globe, 
, , . 1 t • . administration of India 

; ■ ■ ■ ‘ ■ ■ ' . , ■ ^^6 property of the inhabitants be 

secured against the fluctuations of caprice or the licence of unrestrained control.” 

The principles which influenced the conclusion of this settlement, T am happy 
to say, have not found admission among those which are to regulate the formation 
of the future settlement of the districts in Bengal ; and consequently I trust that 
we shall not be subjected to the same disappointment which we have experienced 
in Midnapore, 

Mr. Shore admits the general principle of the inexpediency of the total of the 
public assessment being increased at any future settlement ; but the adoption of 
his proposition to correct periodically the inequalities that may appear in the pro- 
portions which are paid by the individual landowners would, in my opinion, be 

attended-'"’ ’ ' ' "■ ’‘•c t that the annual 

farming s^ . ^ ■ ; ' ' ■ • 

No previous assurances, however solemn, could convince the zemindars that 
Government would at the expiration of their leases be contented -with less than the 
highest rent that could be exacted from their lands ; and even if experience should 
prove to them that the intention c ti:..- . i 

■wealthy went no further than to ■ ‘ ; • • " that 

had been sustained by deficienci ' ■ ■ ' ' , in to 

expect them to admit the justice of the principle that the industrious man should 
be taxed in propor^on to the idleness and mismanagement of his neighbours ; or 
if they admitted it, to persuade them that the shares of those deficiencies had been 
freely and impartially distributed ; and I must confess that I do not think that a 
Government or a set of collectors will ever exist in this country that would be 
qualified, at the end of a ten years’ lease, to discriminate the acquisitions of 
fortune which had arisen from advantageous agreements from those that had been 
produced by the superior economy and industry of other proprietors, and conse- 
’■ assessment upon that principle would be 

• landholders in this country are in general 
extremely in . •• ll;,- !. -.i q fi-o-f ••’.i-ir having been hitherto harassed Avith annual 

assessments d-.-i;':-; a ten years’ settlement Avith much satis- 

faction, yet short-sighted as they are, I cannot by any means admit that they 
would not clearly see a Avide difference between a tenure of a short duration and a 
perpetuity. But should it ever happen, in the first moments of their joy, that 
they could 1,;;. .s’’ o-i" rin.-:; with vexations in future settle- 
ments, thej : iv: ■:!;''!!i!-'y rce !-.■■■■> when their leases approached 

within three or four years of a conclusion; and as ’’ : ■■■'■. "" 

Avould then follow that are now experienced annually, ; ' . ■ ■ 

an r.rrcan'.r.eo ; «-v- -‘y b=y i’ -;; Avealth that they 

:i id'; lahm i;;‘ li;::;:- by neglecting their 

i!i !/.; .-s !>■ i-.j, | y ;i . more advantageous terms at an 

: a'-. -I c-se consequences, by withdrawing the application of 
m' .i"-,’: industry, must operate for a time to the general 
detriment of the State. . 

I trust, hoAvever, that it cannot be imagined that I would recommend that the 
proposed settlement should bo made Avith a blind j>rcc:ipilalioii, or Avithout our 
having obtained all the useful infom’.ation that, in my oiiinioii, can be expected 
of the real state and value of the different districts. * 
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T-iventy years have been employed in collecting information. In 1709 super- 
visors were appointed ; in 1770 pnovincial councils were estalilislied ; in 1772 a 
committee of circuit was deputed to make the settlement, armed with all the 
powers of the presidency ; in 1776 ameens were appointed to make a hustahood oi 
the country ; in 1781 the pi'ovincial conncils ol‘ rcviaiue were abolished, and 
collectors were sent into the several districts, and the general council and 
management of the revenues was lodged in a committee of revenue at Calcutta 
under the immediate inspection of Government. Like onr predecessors we set 
out with seeking for new information, and we have now been three years in 

collecting it. -,.i „ i . . ! d collectors 

on every point . : . ' = ■ ' ese various 

arrangements h ■ : ■ ' ■ ■ ‘ the lands, 

and of the rules hy which the zemindars collect the rents from the ryots. 

The collectors in Behar, not even excepting the two to whom Mr. Shore 
alludes as ’ . ' ^ ■ ■ ■ . 

already, ’ ' ■ i . ■ ■. ‘ ■ . 

natives, ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ i o - " ' ' ■ ■ ' • ' instructions that they 

received for making the ten years’ settlement conformable to the orders of the 
Court of Directors ; and in every instance where it has been stated that further 
time was necess ■ , ' ‘ ' ’ • ’ 1 ” ■■ ^sources of any par- 
ticular district ■ ■ . : ,■ delay. 

I shall certainly he no less inclined to ■ ' • ■ ' of the same 

rule during the progress of the settlement in Bengal and Orissa ; and in those 

d" ‘ ■ ■ ••• evidently in a state of decline and 

■ . ■ • ■ ostpone the settlement for a twelve- 
month longer, hut also assent to i::i\ -.iu’.M.iv,;; in it that may appear to he 

applicable to their present conditioris. ih;: ada- ■ 1 t liv’! 

othpr measures as may appear necessary from the ' • ■ ■ • • ' i 

may he laid before us by the different collectors, v • . ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' r 

execution of our instructions, I must declare that l " , , .. 

this Government will never be better q^ualified, at any given period whatever, to 
make an equitable settlement of the land-revenue of these provinces ; and that 
if the want of further information was to he admitted now, or at any future 
period, as a ground for delaying the declaration of the permanency of the assess- 
ment, the commencement of the happiness of the people and of the prosperity of 
the country would be delayed for ever. 

■ The question that has been so much agitated in this country, whether the 
zemindars and talookdars are the actual proprietors of the soil, or only officers of 
Government, has always appeared to me to he very uninteresting to them j 
whilst their claim to a certain percentage upon the rents of their lands has been 
admitted, and the right of Government to fix the amount of those rents at its 
own discretion has never been denied or disputed. 

Under the foimer practice of annual settlement, zemindars who have either 
refused to agree to jjay the rents that have been required, or who have been 


held khas, or let to a farmer ; and when it is recollected that pecuniary allowances 
have not always been given to dispossessed zemindars in Bengal, I conceive that a 
more nugatory or delusive sj-rch-s t.-f proj .rl.y o-.r.M hardly exist. 

On the other hand, the gr.m; of !;!<■-■;• ai !\ .'i.xnl assc.ssment, will stamp 
a value upon them hitherto unknown; and, hy the facility wh.ich il. will cirfUe of 
raising money upon them, either by mortgage or sale, will provide a certain fund 
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for the liquidation of public or private demands, or ijrove an incitement to exertion 
and industry, hy securing the fruits of those qualities in the tenure to the pro- 
prietor’s own benefit. 

T’ ’ " Mr. Shore’s minute, recorded on the 21st December, coni- 

■ : ■ paragraph, and from thence to the conclusion, relates to 

a settlement of four or five pergunnahs in the collectorship of Behar proper, 
concluded by the collector, and confirmed by this Board in December, 1788, 
from year to year, until the pleasure of the Court of Directors regarding it shall he 
known. 

I shall hereafter record my sentiments on Mr. Shore’s remarks on this settle- 
ment. I must observe, however, that they are not applicable to the general 
question now under discussion. The parts of that settlement which Mr. Shore 
thinks exceptionable, have not been adopted in the remainder of the collector’s 
districts, nor in the other collectorship in Behar ; nor is it proposed to introduce 
them in the settlement of Bengal. 

T ■ ' .’■■■• ' ■■■■;" ''v ""'ch, lest, from the subjects being so 

the settlement of ■ ‘ 

Ik.;; ji by Mr. Shore, and that his reply be transmitted to the C!ourt 

i.;' I '';- ■ >• if oa wn iTiniT- bf>reafter think necessary. 

i . ■ ■ ■■ • ■ i ,.ve differed with Mr. Shore, 

viz., the expediency of taking into the hands of Govcnmient the collection of the 
internal duties on commerce, and’ allowing to the zemindars and others, by whom 
these duties have been hitherto levied, a deduction adequate to the amount which 
they now realize from them. 

'.I”. ■ ''i ” ■ settlemcntofBengalwillpointouthissenti-’ 

■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ‘he internal duties, and I believe it was princi- 

pally at my instance that he acquiesced in the resolution for taking the collection 
of these duties into the hands of Government, in Behar, as entered on our pro- 
ceediu i>r i’.o 18i''. Si-ih:;; her Ic-t. 

I'l: wf.;, Iq :;n dosirt:. ji :;; s': dli'- vore . o the collector 
of Midnapore. 

To those who have adopted the idea that the zemindars l;c '.-c ’'o ^-.ropr.rty bi 
the soil, and that Government is the actual landlord, and ;! '.'i.; /(.'.'.liv.dr;’-:; 

olBcers of Government removable at pleasure, thf ' , . ' 

of the zemindars to collect the internal duties on r ■ . . ■ ■ 

cessary. The committing the charge of the land-revenues to one onicer, ana tne 
collection of the internal duties to another, would to them appear only a deviation 
from the practice of the Mogul Government, and not an infringement of the 
rights of individuals ; hut what I have already said will be sufficient to show that 
these are not the grounds upon which I have recommended the adoption of the 
measure. 

I admit the proprietary rights of the zemindai's, and that they have hitherto 
held the collection of the internal duties ; hut this privilege appears to me so 
i a'.il h:- wiLh Ik-r- g. u:ral pirosperity of the country, that however it may be 
.-ill oli'.'.-.'. d b.y I conceive there are few who will not think us justifi- 

i i ■ i • observe how* much the prosperity of this country 

depends upon the removal of all obstructions, both to its internal and foreign 
commerce. It is from these resoirfces only that it cap supply the large proper- 
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tions ef its wealth, which arc annually drained from it, hy the Comirany and hy 
individuals. 

The rates by which the internal duties are levied, and the amount of them 
collected in each zeniindarry, have, as far as I have Ixjcn able to trace, never been 
ascertained ; when the lands of the zemindars have been leased out to farmers, 
these duties have been collected by them. 

It is, I believe, generally allowed that no individual in a state can possess an 
inlierent right to levy a duty on goods or merchandise purchased or sold within 
the limits of his estate, and much less uj)on goods passing along the public roads 
which lead through it. This is a privilege which the sovereign power alone is 
entitled to exercise, and nowhere else can it be lodged with safety. Every 
unauthorised exaction levied on the goods of a merchant, and every detention of 
them in their progress through the country, is a great j)ublic injury. The impor- 
tation of foreign commodities, and the exportation of our own, are alike obstructed ; 
for accumulated exactions, by raising the price, diminish the consumption of the 
commodity, and the merchant is under the necessity either to give up his trade, or 
to go to other countries, in search of the same goods. 

It cannot be expected that a zemindar will be influenced by these considera- 
tions, and muct ’ ■ - - farmer, whose only object can be to exact from 

the cultivators as from merchants and traders, as much as he 

can comiiol them to pay. 

The Court of Directors themselves appear to have been of this opinion from 
the following paragraph of their letter of the l^th .April, 1771 : — 

“ As we have reason to believe that i.:r y are ■.;■■! the provinces 

without the authority of Government, and which must ho an infringement of its 
right, a great detriment to the public collection, and a burden and oppression on 
the inhabitants ; you will take care that no bazars or gunges he kept up, hut 
such as particularly belong to the Government. But in such bazars and gunges 
the duties are to he rated in such manner as their situations, and the flourishing 
state of the respective districts will admit.” 

And in the' same letter they observe : — “ Persuaded as we are that the internal 
traffic of Bengal has received further checks from the duties which are levied and 
the exactions which are imposed at petty chokir.', wo dlrco! 11 r.t no 

such chokies he suffered to continue, on any I tde-vor, \o iu'.i . de the 

course of ror'mo’-i'’-- V--’ r.^op-irtof Ike r-rtiviuco to the other. It is necessary, 
however, il'.a- ri.e v.ku: g(Miev:;] chekics wliiol. have been established for collecting 
the duties payable to the circar, should remain, and these only.” 

mi. , , 1 . .u,- ■> . " tiie rivers to collect duties on boats, 

1 ■ ' • he abolished, in consequence of the 

r 7 *' -’■1— r. .'•■.-1 .1 . ’ deductions were granted to the zemindars; but 

■ r, gunges, and inland chokies, were ordered to ho 

continued in the hands of the zemindars as formerly. The zemindars were also 

’ : " , . Inland rahdarry duties, that is, duties upon goods not 

. ' ■ ’ zemindarries, but only passing through them. Not- 

V. ii.is • ns been frequently repeated, our proceedings exhibit 

;-.riv'i-s of nk d'OTy duties being levied hy zemindars and farmers; 
and from opportunities which are afforded them by having the collection of the 
authorised inland duties in their hand, I have every reason to believe that the 
practice is but too general. I understand that the collector of Nuddea has lately 
abolished a very considerable number of chokies, at which unauthorised duties 
were collected on the internal trade, by the officers of the zemindar, in defiance of 
the repeated orders of Government. If these interruptions to commerce arc found 
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to exist in a district almost in the neiglil)onrhood of Calcutta, and under a wgilant 
collector, it may l)e supposed that in the more inland parts of the country, and 
under collectors less active, that the evil prevails to a greater extent. 

The inefficacy of the power of Government to restrain zemindars from these 
oiipressivc exactions, whilst they are allowed to possess the right of levying taxes 
of any kind upon commerce, has been long experienced in many shapes. It is 
only hy the total resumption of this right that such abuses can be prevented, and 
as the general interests of the community require that a regular system of taxa- 
tion upon the internal trade of the country should be "d. 

by the constant practice of our own country, and that . , ■ 

i „ r.pi compensation for their present 

. beneficial a measure. 


Further benefits are to he derived fr !’ '■ p , , ^ 

the internal duties, the rates hy which • _ . ■ ' ■ ' ■ 

tlio payment of them, are ascertained. Some may be increased, and others 
diminished or struck off, according as may he judged advisable ; and in course of 
time, as commerce and wealth increase, such regulations may he made in the 
duties on the internal trade, and the foreign imports and exports, as will afford a 
large addition to the income of the public, w'henever its necessities may require it, 
without discouraging trade or manufactures, or imposing any additional rent on 
the lands. 

Having stated such remarks on Mr. Shore’s minute as appeared to me neces- 
sary, I shall subjoin the following observations on the revenue system of this 
country, which may he found deserving of consideration. 

Although Government has an undoubted right to collect a portion of the 
produce of the lands to supply the public exigencies, it cannot, consistent with 

’■■ ■’ - 1 •.(..’•••y, !',• ‘tself a right of making annual or 

' .,v..h-,‘.'*;-.!',kir.g.i.-.;wholeiirodnce,exceptsuchpor- 

■ ■ ' , • ■.•••• relinquish to the proprietors for their maintenance, 

an.: ler lie Myi!;.' .• <: of tVriv rstatos. 

Tlio sujii'emo power in every state must possess the right of taxing the subject 
agreeably to certain general rules ; hut the practice which has prevailed in this 
country for some time past of making frequent valuations of the lands, and where 
one person’s estate has improved, and another’s declined, of appropriating the 
increased produce of the former, to supply the deficiencies in the latter, is not 
taxation, hut in fact a declaration that the property of the landholder is at the 

’ ’it. Every man w’’" 1 - 

. • enrich a country ■ ■ ■ ■■' 

territories must continue to declin :■■■ ^ ■ . ■ ” '■■■•’. ■,‘'’■,-’■--1 

The maxim that equality, in ‘ ' ■■ '■nportance, 

and that in justice all the subjects of a state should contribute as nearly as 
possible in proportion to the income which they enjoy under its protection, does 
1.1 -11 — -j- -arying the demand of Government upon the lands ; 

that, in. countries in which tliis miixiiii is one of 
the Icfidii-g in riv- imy~sition of taxes, the valuation of the land on 

wliid' I,!ri;(; is va;-:"(!. 

In raising a revenue to answer the public exigencies we ought to be careful to 
-•..i—r-,.. ... .. 'll- i.. .(jji^ose sources from which the wealth of the subject 


‘i *- ■ ';he riches of Bengal ; the cultivator of 

the ■ ■ ■ ■■■" ■ • its numerous manufactures. In pro- 

portion as agriculture declines the quantity of these materials must dimmish, and 
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the value of them increase, and conse^ently the manufactures must become 
dearer, and the demand for them be gradually lessened. Improvement in agricul- 
ture will produce the opposite effects. 

The attention of Government ought therefore to be directed to render the 
assessment upon the lands as little burdensome as possible : this is to be accom- 
plished only by fixing it. The proprietor will then have some inducement to 
improve his lands, ‘ V 1 .■■■• ’ ■ ■ .■ ■. Ms exertions, 

he will gradually ■ :: . ■ i; . 

By reserving the coiiection oi the iniemai duties on commerce, Government 

mcv r” r.’ ■-■fte to ■hare of the accumulating wealth of its 

■ ■ . ■■■ ■ : ■ ■ , - i "... The burden will also be more equally 

distributed ; at present the whole weight rests upon the landholders and cultivators 
of the soil. 

Whereas the merchants and inhabitants of the cities and towns, the pro- 
prietors of rent-free lands, and, in general, all p.-rsons rot employed iu Hu; ciiltiva- 
tion of the lands paying revenue to Governmeni:, tMUI-ributc bu: ii-.ie in jjrojior- 
tion to their means to the exigencies of the state, it is evident that varying the 
assessment on the lands is not the mode of carrying into practice the maxim, 
that all the subjects of a state ought to contribute to the public exigencies, in 
proportion to their incomes, and that other means must be employed for effecting 
this object. 

T-. — T- - r......*,... . p- \ .. .. - - ' importance, considering 

r ■ : c . ■ '■ I ‘ that the proprietors of the 

lands should he attached to ns from motives of self-interest. A landholder, who 
is secured in the quiet enjoyment of a profitable estate, can have no motive for 
wishing for a change. On the contrary, if {l.o renbs of his lands iin; r.siscd i.'i i^o- 
-.- 1 , • [;, |i (li^. oi^soF-rcid, id.ouldiu! rc-fr.so lo 
■ '• r " threatened with imprisonment or confisca- 

tion of his property, on account of balance due to Government upon an assess- 
ment which his lands were unequal to pay, he will readily listen to any offers 
which are likely to bring about a change that cannot place him in a worse situa- 
tion, hut which hold out f ’ ••• •. 

Until the assessment ■ -.j constitution of onr internal 

Government in this country will never take that form which alone can lead to 
the establishment of good laws, and . ensure a due administration of them. For 
whilst the assessment is liable to frequent variation, a great portion of the time 
and attention of the Supreme Board, and the unremitted application of the Com- 
psv.vV scwiinG. c-f iho first ablliiics and Tmwv established integrity will he re- 
qv.!i('.:i io ]>’•(: vciii; the ifindiiolder.s b(?irig ]!jiiudercd, and the revenues of Govem- 
irit-u: dimi.'iisiicd at ovciy new sirttlcrricnl ; and powera and functions, which ought 
io b-:‘ lodged in diiTeni.'il liandi;, must coritinuc, as at present, vested in the s a me 
person ; and whilst they remain so united we caimot expect that the laws which 
may he enacted for the protccHon of the rght.s and property of the landholders 
and cultivators of ibc’ soil will ever b-'.: d:dy cTiforoed. 

We have, by a train of the most fortunate events, obtained the dominion of 
one of the most fertile countries on the face of the globe, with a population of 
mild and industrious inhabitants, perhaps equal to, if not exceeding, in number, 
that of all the other British possessions put together, 

j+c +. - -p.- the continuance of its ability to furnish 

a : ■ ■ ".id ■■ ■; • . ■ give considerable assistance to the treasury 
a; i'l.-. . \‘> : ly K.-sir/ and extensive wants of the other pre- 

sidencies. 
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rni.v> dr^s of wealtli from the above causes, with 

-■ : . " ■.’■■ '■■■. : ■■ occasioned by the remittance of the private 

fortunes, have been for many years past, and are now, severely felt by the great 
diminution of the current specie, and by the languor which has thereby been 
thrown upon the cultivation and the general commerce of the country. 

A very material alteration in the principles of our system of management has 
therefore become indispensably necessary, in order to restore this country to a 
state of prosperity, and to enable it to continue to be a solid support to the British 
interests and power in this pnrt of the world. 

We can r.;;!y i': desirable object hy devising measures to rouse 

and increase t-i.v 5:!v inhabitants; anditwonld he in vain to hope 

that any means hnt those of holding forth prospects of private advantage to them- 
selves could possibly succeed to animate them to exertion. 

T nm ST.T;.- io !•«■: obMp d to s!chii -v.h:d"o but it is a truth too evident to deny 
that :>(: i { .priiovl si c .v'.-oh- of :b<! Company’s provinces are in 

i Zemindars from this observation; audit 

was not without concern that I saw it verified very lately, in one instance, hy the 
Eajah of Burdwanwho pays a yearly to Govern- 
ment, having allowed some of his most ' ' ■ ' ■ ’ ■ ; the discharge 

of an inconsiderable balance due to Government. 

Tlie indolent and debased character of many of the Zemindars must no doubt 
have contributed to the ruin of their circumstances ; and though I am afraid the 
cases are but f»w, yet. T ceucc’ve it to b? poasiblotbat riwm m.ay be some instances 
oi wiii.,:;: ihe i ..vss-iy li.a. is i !.;iidc:.l u-.y 1': on!;- proiv ‘.sled. 

Either supposition must, however, reflect some discredit upon our system of 
management ; for it would imply that we have been deficient in tahing proper 
measures to incite the Zemindars to aline of conduct, wliich would ])rochice adViiTi- 
tage to themselves ; or that, ‘if they have acquired wealth, their apprehension of 
our rapacity induces them to conceal it.' 

We are therefore called upon to endeavour to remedy evils hy which the 
public interests are essentially injured ; and by granting peipietual leases of the 
lands at a fixed assessment, we shall render our subjects the happiest people in 
India ; and we shall have reason to rejoice at the increase of their wealth and 
prosperity, as it will infallibly add to .■> „■ i. _ 

I therefore propose, that the Let ' i the 

reports of llie, cifilectors in Bengal respecting the ten years’ settlement, and 
Mr. Shore’s Minute and Proposition, delivered in for record in June last, he now 
entered upon the 

That a copy of M Siiori/s P:r,pi;;d::oii.s (:i.o ir'iichvs relating to the gunges 
excepted), with such of the alterations contained in our Eesolutions of the 25th 
November last, for the settlement of Midnaporo, as are applicalfici to the districts 
in gGura’., 1.W io ihe Boar,- of neves;;:'!; .n: d rViiu: liuy may he 

dire!!'-!'! i'> prcco. !:. wishouL delay, :o form the sen >'C!Us’ sorrlones.c in Bengal, 
figiyxid lc ;:;0 niles arse p:\s( ii evoin ia!'! dowts. 

Ti!:.' i:b: ll a-d Eovenue be direcic'l o uodiy so sbo !!!S:d];'>id( ;-s that the 
settlement, if approved by the Court of Directors, will become permanent, and 
no rdtcrriiori |,1aci‘. at ihe cxi -ivaiicsi of the ten years. 

’J'i'ai .iV-arl oi' lltvei-u-r: b<.i s'a;-;:hcr directed to issue the same instructions 
to fbo collectors in Bengal for the separation of the gunges, bazars, and bants, 
held within them, as have been transmitted lo tlie collectors of Bcbar and the col- 
lector of Midnapore. 
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The Govebnok-General in Council to the CoimT op Dieectoes. 

[Extract] 

Honoheablb Sirs, Feb. 13, m9o. 

We beg leave to refer you to your Secret Committee for extracts of our 
letters to them, and. copies of the papers with which they have been furnished 
relative to a purchase made by the Eajah of Travancore from the Dutch, of 
Cranganore and Jycottah. From these you will observe, that, after the purchase 
had been concluded, it was stated by Tippoo, that the Eajah had no right to malce 
it without consulting him, as the two places ^'.'■:■rr■ v- '0 -'“t. a* 1 ’ 

as dependencies of his tributary ibe liaj.'iij o.f ‘ ;! ■ 

was declared both hy the Eajah and the Dutch, that these two forts had been 
conquered by the latter from the Portuguese, and, after they came into the posses- 
sion of the Dutch Company, had never nchnowl.'-dgrd a c1:.i'(:3:'h:i{;(( or: iitiy ve 
power in India. You will further observe tI i'.:. in order 10 iV.r’'‘.r-!i irKjrfi. con- 
vincing proofs on our part of a sinrit of conciliation, a letter was written to 
Tippoo in consequence of onr directions by the Governor of Port St. George, to 
acquaint him that if he could produce evidence of the forts having either paid 
tribute to the Eajah of :r ^ • • ’ • ’ 1 ' f the Dutch under any dependence 

on that Eajah, since tl • !. i ' became tributary to the Mysore 


Government, our ally should be obliged tc r'-"* — ± 1 -. . ., j •- ' or, in 

case of his refusal, the Company's protcc'-if. • r- . . To 


determine this question it was ;o I'i;-!-: > that the matter should be 

e-vamined by Commissioners appointed on the part of Ms Government and ours 
for that purpose. . . It was also written to Tippoo upon another matter of com- 
plaint, that, if it appeared that any of Ms rebellious subjects had taken refuge in 
the Travancore country, the Rajah should be obliged to dismiss them. During this 
disposition shown on the part of the English Government to redress any real 

r”' T'- ■ : ' 'night have reason to complain of, his vakeel, who had been 

' ■■ ■ ! by the Eajah of Travancore, arrived and delivered a letter 

with complaints which we shall specify, because, however weak the motives, wo 
know of none other that he could bring forward for tbe war, which he has 
actually commenced against your ally the Eajah of Travancore. 

1st. That the Eajah had pven protection to the Eajahs of Calicut, Cootin- 

Tippoo required of the Rajah that he should withdraw Ms troops from Oranga- 
nore, destroy the lines ho had erected, and deliver up the rebellious subject of the 
Circar, the vakeel ftirther intimating from TipjKio, tlirit, if the rroojjs were not 
withdrawn from Cranganore, and the lines ‘destroyed, Ijc would bring his army 
against the Eajah of Travancore. 

To the first of Tippoo’s complaints the Eajah repEed that the Eajahs of Calient, 
Cootingherry, &c., were bis relations, and bad been long in bis country, during 
wMcb no demand bad been till then made for them ; but as Tippoo asserted that 
they were indebted to Mm, they should be ordered to depart from the Eajah's 

dominions. The Eajah also ^ , ’ .■■.1 • . ... . ; 

protection to thieves, or to Tipp.-'i 

To the second complaint the Eajah replied that he had purchased Cranganore, 

2 I 2 



4:76 LOBD COENWALLIS. App. No. XXXIII. 

after having ascertained that the Dutch, had an indisputable right to sell it, and 
that this would be confirmed by the Governor of Cochin. 

Upon the third complaint the Eajah observed that that part of the country 
where the lines were erected was given to him before the Cochin Rajah paid 
i : !■'' Ti. r-co, and that the lines had been erected twenty-five years, during 

vr\ K. . d;:i;:i.-;d ! a-l ■■■; s -.’idc concerning them. 

But after delivering these answers to the demands of Tippoo, the Rajah of 
Travancore expressed his wish to have -t; ... • _ 

his ultimate decision on the requisitioi ' ■ 

advice of the English Goveminent for the regulation of his conduct. 

It appears that at that time Tippoo was encamped with a large army at the 
distance of ten miles Rom the lines of Travancore. 

His answer to the Rajah’s explanations, which was expressed in terms that 
indicated an intention to support •” ■ ''e by force, was soon 

succeeded by actual hostilities. ('■• ' i ' ' " attacked in person 

the Rajah’s lines at the head of considerable par!' of ]•:.= r.nrv', npd after carrying 
and possessing them to the extent of two or {!•;•(;•»■ inih^ 'hr .arweral hours, he 
was forced to abandon them with great loss, by a spirited* exertion of the Rajah’s 
own troops, far beyond what could have been expected from people so deficient in * 
military skill and discipline. 

The account which we have received mentions Tippoo’s army at the attack of 

’■ . '-■'r-' rV--^ ‘i'',000 men, including regulars, irregulars, 

the number of killed upon that occasion ; I • ;.■■■.■■ ■ 

the side of the Rajah it was about 200, and on that of Tippoo about 1000 men. 
Our intelli° ' ■ ' among the latter were Jamaul Beg, the Com- 
mander of , ■■.■■ ■ . ■ » men, and Tippoo’s son-in-law Meer Camur 

ud-din Cawn. It is understood that Tippoo’s horse was shot under him. There is 
also some reason to suppose that he received some hurt. One report mentions 
that he was wounded in the shoulder hy a musket-ball, another that in leaping 
■from the rampart he had been much bruised, and tom hy a bamboo hedge which 
grows in the ditdi, where his palankeen was afterwards found with a silver box 
(containing some diamond rings and o”'-”' j----’"}. ’ -a hig titles, 

his fusee and pistols, with his name upo ■ ■ , • 

Jniincdiatcly on the appoanmee of Tippoo’s being determined to attack the 
Travancore lines, the Rajah made application to your Resident for the assistance 
of the Company’s troops in the defence of his country, and orders were given in 

compliance with it to Captain Knox, the : — 

to act as emergency might require. Th« 
not engaged in the conflict at the lines. 

We received advice of the war on the 26th of last month, and measures were 
immediately taken hy this Government to assist your Presidency at Fort St. 
George at this important crisis. 

Orders were sent to your Resident at Poona to negociate for an alliance with 
th(5 IMahratta state against Tipp.;-:), i-.r.tl;v-;rii,y ic- conclude an agreement 'with 
it under the instructions g^v.ei I-) !.!::■ i'.,!- and we directed your 

.Hesident, avith Mahajee Sciudia, to endeavour to engage that chief and Tuccoojee 
Holcar, to use their interest at Poona for the same end. 

Onlcir.s were also sent to your Resident at Hydrahad to take the necessary 
.sf.oi''.s f r a;cr.rr=g :h.e ocoi i-n: ! ■'■n ofNi/am Ally i:i t’;e war against Tippoo. 

We clirec!.; ! ihzC- Bon.-l-iiy Go'.cmu'.-rvi lo comply with such requisi- 

tions as might be made of them by Mr. Malet, the Resident at Poona, for a 
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detackment of tlie Company’s troops to act with the Mahrattas, in case they 
should insist upon it as an indispensable condition of their entering into an 
alliance -with the Company. They were also instructed to make a powerful 
diversion by attacking T'" ' ; ■, "ang his subjects and tribu- 
taries to revolt on the v ’■! . ' ■ . , them to effect these pur- 

poses we directed that they should immediately raise and add two companies to 
each of their tw’elve battalions of regular native troops ; and -we requested their 
opinir- ■ I’— r' _ ... ■. necessary, 

aswc" ‘ ■ the pJan 

they ■■ ■ ■ : , ■' " ■> . '■ .. : ' .. 

In writing to Fort St. George upon ro.?f-:vir.g the ir.trdlv.ii.nce of Tippoo’s 
attack on the lines at Travancore, we couid :>■:;! nllov.- ov.r.-f.-i ve.s to doubt, that 
upon the first information they had of it, they had considered the Company as at 
war with him, and 1 ‘ 1 ’ ‘.'i ' 1 ■ carry it on with vigour, 

according to the tern -ii ■■;. of August last, a copy 

of which we have the honour to enclose; — '■ 

pwT.Ti! ill! 1 .lyn.vMfs to the Nabob of .. ■ ; 

fiv.' ’.roviduig i‘.v( >;;.ient had immediat ; .• •. ' 

pecuniary resources might be ajjplied to the maintenance of the interests and 
honour of tlio Com])any and the British nation. We acquainted them with the 
orders sent to jVfr. IMalet and Captain Kennaway, and to the Governor in Council 
at Bombay, as already mentioned, and assured them that we should take every 
other means in our power to exact a full reparation from Tippoo for his wanton 
and unprovoked violation of his treaty ■'h. C' 

On the day after the account arrive • ‘ • *■.■ .. . ’ " ■ 

commenced hostilities against your allj . . ' ‘ '1 . ,■ i;' 

the Board were apprised that in the critical situation in which your affairs 
appeared to he in the Carnatic, the Governor- General looked upon it as a duty 
which he owed to his country, to lay aside all considerations of his own personal 
ease or responsibility, or even of w'hat the existing lav^s might specifically au- 
thorise, and to determine ou proceeding to the coast, as soon as might be possible, 
to take a temporary charge of the civil and military at the Presidency of Fort 
St. George. Exclusive of other reasons T •••-U'' =• *’• iv,’’ ■ ■■ 

to take so decided a step from its being c : ■ ' • . , ■ . ■ ' ' '■ i ' ■ 

wns not a .'ufficlont Im’-mcry nn-l niu'u.il coi.fidence between tbe civil and mili- 
ti'.ry .'i;, .M'adr:!'!, ai:d iliat lucre v.*as an evident backwardness on the 

pan of L;:c Go'. (■r!!;i:. ::', ;•.) corniili d.'i! commanding the troops, or make 

any use of his experience and opinion in making preparations and arrangements 
for carrying a v.-!-. fv*-’- 1 ’ y j Governor-General that the 

inattention, ■■ .■ ' ■ . ..■ ■ I'-" . . ■■■., ■■ hich had been shown by the 

Madras Gove- ■ v - on points of great import- 

ance, was highly (Ic^ .rvin:' of our soviirc i-<:p:\''!< :isio;i, juii couiii uol iail -o (-iiCiM o 
as an additional n:ii«or! r\ i-is i-iiid lor oiucviaiui-'g greal dtMibss of !;u: gv.tid 
disposition or ability of that Government to support and maintain the public 
interests and honour at this critical ijeriod ; under these impressions his Lordship 
thought himself required by a sense of duty to the Company, as well as by an 
attention to the general interests of the nation, to stand forth and endeavour 
to avert the misfortunes with which negligence and misconduct or jealousies 
between the civil and military departments might he attended ; with that view and 
upon the ground of slate necessity, it was the intention of Lord Cornwallis to 
1 .hr ■'V '■ — _-y ... ii^eguiar measure upon himself, and to propose that 

1 : Ii. '■■■■■ : with full powers to assume a temporaiy charge of 
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tlie civil and military affairs at your Presidency of Fort St. George, by exercising 
tbe functions of Governor, as well as those of Commander-in-CMef. His Lord- 
ship received with the highest satisfaction the warm approbation which the 
members of the Council bestowed upon this detennination, and the ready concur- 
rence which they gave to its being communicated to the Government of Bombay, 
and to the Eesidents at the courts of the country powers, before the necessary 
despatch of other business would admit of its being put in any other form upon 
the H ' ■ il ■„ .v* ’•‘-’y P-— ‘-od of the arrival 

ing'i,- '.1 :. ■■■ , ,(:.;■■■■■■ \\ " ■ . ■■ '■! :■ . : ' . , , ‘ 

the Vestal’s having proceeded on that day from Anjingo to the Presidency of 
Bombay, there was every reason to hope that he would be able to take charge of 
his Government before, or at least as soon as, it wor.ld luivc V.Uiri possillc for T.or-1 
Cornwallis to have reached Madras ; his Lordship oVscrvi..! riic.. lie gr:;ui;ds, on 
which he had formed his first resolution were in a great measure, or perhaps 
entirely, done away. For as it would have been incompatible with the station 
which he held in this coimtry that his Lordship should have rendered himself in 
any degree subordinate to the Government of Madras, and as General Medows is 
a •:? :i';’si.ov.l';-l.'od .ability and character, and regularly invested by your 
lluiioir'isl'c: (?.':!••••; -./if - '.iu? o:’:ic>s <-r Governor and Commander-in-Chief at the 
Presidency of Port St. Gcorm, bo c-ndd net -r-cr.tr.ro to say that, by relinquishing 
the immediate direction, of ;l:(i Govcri'U'un: a:L r a knowledge of the 

appointment of General IVlori.-v.-.s, id.s I.-'-d.diio would be justly exposed to 
blame ‘and censure for (■xoon.'.ng a uoicrmir.:! in ;-' p a few days before, under 
belief of the existence of circumstances very different. Lord Cornwallis, upon 
further considerations, was induced to lay his intention to proceed to the coast 
entin.-ly csiuc, links.-, nev.- 1 v.s dioiud cidbrg u] "u 1'.l:n to re.'.tuiio 

T!:<i cocl.'UT.'.i.-M of Ills LomsiiipV purvw-.'O was fJlov.cii liy a Miiiuii.! iVorii the 
Mvmbcr.j of l’;» Ci.u unl, in v.!;ic!i !lv’\ i-xy:. s.-d Ihr-iv entire cor.curror.c: ir. the 
rcii.si.)".s astfLne;! by Govi;r.'.oi-(!ci i- m'., •'c'* e chir.'.gc of liis fori'.n.r rf.S'.ilui ; 
tiik.I'ig liiis (,(.ciisk'5‘ :o n.-.-siim l.i.s Lonlsl.J;-. gc-nemlL , cf iiieir mc.-ii (li‘(;i.!(.(i .-u]') ir;, 
i.' any ruruve (xigcneics sbcri’.d iuduco l im lo resume hir. rus’: inicirdi n. Ti.cy 
further desired to add a particular assurance, the natural results of the sentiments 

C . ■■ - " !. •vl C .-.’■'-■r.’i A that had Hs Lord- 

!■' '■ ■■ ■, r . i; .. !:■ ■: .. .ind constant endea- 

vour to have carried on the public business during his absence according to the 
principles and regulations at present practised and established, or that his Lord- 
ship might have thought necessary to establish previous to his departure. 

Advices received subsequently from the coast, and daily coming in, have left 
the Governor-General in doubt whether his .1;.' ; : y ’■ ri rrr r.i'T to go 
there for a short time, in order, if possible, - ; .! ■ ' onour, 
to prevent further hostilities, and imder this circumstance a vessel has been 
engaged to take his Lordship to Madras if his going there should he rendered 
expedient. 

Private accounts have just come iu from Bombay that the Vestal frigate had 
arrived there on the 13th of January, with General Medows’ Commission to the 
Government of Fort St. George, and that he ■ ■ ' ’ ‘ ■ 

dency on the 20th of the same month, having ■ 1 ' i ■ 

on the Travancore lines, -^e jjave &c. 
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Tub Goveenok-Generai, is Cottncie to the Goversoe asd Cohscil 
AT COLtrMBO. 

GesTLEMES, Calcutta, Feb. 26, 1190. 

The Governor and Council of Madras have submitted to us copies of your 
letters addressed to them, dated the 9th and 12th ultimo, and we think it incum- 
bent upon us to assure you that we entertain a proper sense of the concern which 
you have expressed about the interest of the English East India Company, and 
of its ally the Eajah of Travancore. 

Although the 6th Article of the late treaty of alliance, which has been entered 
into by the Crown of Great Britain and the States-General of the United Pro- 
vinces, only contains specifically a mutual defensive stipulation against the hostile 
.-. 0 ;--. ... y w’- T".!' . ' '■ ■■ are so much convinced 

;• ■ should subsist between 

. , ' ' •■■■:•;. f' r, manifest 

■ (Cultivate 

and cement the ancient friendship which has been so haiDjiily restored between 
our ■■■■ 

■ > ■ , ■ . to you for the clear and satisfactory infor- 

mation with which you furnished the Government of Madras of the nature of 
the tenure by which the Dutch East India Company held the Fort of Cranga.« 
nore, previous to its being ceded to the Eajah of Travancore ; and as we agree 
entirely in opinion with you that the ’ T!' • ’ '.what- 
ever to interfere with the transaction I- sion of 

that fort from your nation, we should not have looked on with indifference even 
if he had confined himself solely to an attempt of wresting Cranganore from the 
Eajah by force of arms. 

.1 ■' '' I’lat Prince seems, however, to have much 

I ^ total disregard of the faith of treaties, 

and his designs upon the country of Travancore, having a])pearod in the most 
unequivocal shape by his daring attack on the Eajah’s lines on the 29th of De- 
cem'ber last, we consider ourselves bound in honour not to abandon an ally in 
such imminent danger, and have accordingly determined to give him our decided 
support, as well as to resent the outrage that has been committed upon bi-m in 
the same manner as if it had been offered to ourselves. 

It gave us particular satisfaction to learn that you also take a waim concern, 
about the Eajah, and upon a supposition that you may be inclined to assist 
him upon this Occasion, we shall direct the Government of Madras to inform 
you of the nature of the operations which will be tmdertaken for the protection 
of Travancore by the troops of that Presidency, and to take the liberty of pointing 
out to you from time to time the mode in which, according to the best of their 
judgment, the aid which it may be in your jpower to grapt from Cochin or Ceylon, 
may be applied most efficaciously for promoting the success of the common cause. 

We have been informed of some late instances of Tippoo’s insulting behaviour 
to the Governor of Cochin, and of the designs which he seems to entertain against 
that fort and settlement;, and should he proceed so far as to attack that fortress 
in resentment for the proofs which you may give n-^ ycur fri-ouclsbii; f.');- i;s:, cr re,;- 
our ally the Eajah, we will engage to oxer:, o'.i" urus-.-s: i.a.ieavou'.s lu i.i?!; lo 
desist from the enterprise, and also to obtain for you, at a negotiation for peace, a 
full reparation for any injuries that you may have sustained. 

As fi’ippoo has become the aggressor hy the most wanton violation of the late. 
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of ' o ■'-■-'-ited all claim upon tlie Frencli for assistance, and we 
■ :: [ ■.'")■■■■■■ tlie inclination, as it would be irreconcileable to every 
principle of justice and good faith, in that nation, to interfere in the present 
contest. Sensible, however, of its being our public duty to take every precaution 
in our power to render any attempt abortive that, contrary to our expectations, 

r.':--” 1” ■‘l-Tt w.-- .^haU request of Commodore Cornwallis, the 

i \ '■ ;•-!■ ■■ = ; -.-f i ' ■ Si ships in these seas, to keep a watchful eye 

s ‘ v ■ Wc shall likewise esteem it as a partVular 

: i,:‘ . ‘ \ , equally vigilaut ou voii I' i;-.! "v, i 0 e:.i!'::iv!...-.:r 

to discover and to counteract any designs of that nature that may be in agita- 
tion, and should you acquire any information upon that subject which it may 
appear to you of consequence for us to know, we shall esteem it as a peculiar 
obligation if you will convey it to us or the Commodore, or to any of our other 
settlements, which it may particularly concern, with all possible despatch, 

i We have, &o. 
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EaEL CoENW ALLIS TO THE COUET OF DiEECTOES. 

[Extract.] 

HoNOUEABLE SiES, • Calcutta, April io, 1790. 

... I must. freely confess that many circumstances which were either 
communicated to me, or that came under my own observation, concurred to per- 
suade me that the general principles on whdch yoUr affairs have been conducted 

durir:: "f '• t’ • 11 •• rrv!.!.,: / of Fort St. 

Geor, , '.V, ' • ’ ■ : ‘ ■. 

.• ,• .■'.■i- (■ ‘ ■; power of 

this Government is warranted by law, to interfere with efficacy in the manage- 
ment of the internal affairs of the other Presidencies, and possessing no authority 
of our own to invest any of your servants at Fort St. George with the direction 
of your affairs on the coast, in case it should have been resolved to suspend the 
late President and Council, even if a sufficient personal knowledge of such ser- 
vants could have enabled us to select those on whose integrity we could have 
depended, I ■’-> --'t i ’,*■ ; 

any decisive ‘ 
to us in a vei". ■ ’■ 

a successor t<' i. ■ . ' ' 

It was not without the greatest concern and dissatisfaction that I saw the 
enormous balances which had been suffered to accumulate in the accounts with 
the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore, and especially when I beard the 
forbearance of the Madras Government ascribed by the public voice to the most 
unworthy motives, and it affected me still more sensibly when I saw the little 
exertion that was made on their part to discharge the annual pesheush due to the 
Nizam, not one r.mce of which w-is liqTudntcd at the time of General Medows’s 
arrival, although, viury krow ii.ai ilic; public fuiiu v.as pledged for its being punc- 
yu... I..”!- .■ ... .-.j assist their own funds in 

■i ■ would have been readily honoured by this Go- 
vernment, 

These points might have sabjccls of irivcsiigatioTi aritir the arrival of a 
new Governor ; but the immintni clatigev lo wh.icli your .'ilVaii':; in the Carnatic 
a (o be- expc.sed by tl-.c iniscoiainct of your own .servant-?, and by the daring 

spirit ofh-xstiiiiy which was mauifesied by the most formidable cnciny which the 
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Britisli army has in India, induced me, as you have already heen informed, to 
lay aside all other considerations, and hy charg-*' 

of an irregular measure, to take a temporary ■ . , (■■■ : 

the Military affairs at the Presidency of Fort St. Oer-rze in pcr^nr.. 

Thean’- ',’ '' ” V accwii'i' o:’ your having 

apr..vn;i'l t'. . M ; .. ; it as unnecessary as it 

v.-, >;;!■! ilis ri imi.-v-.a-.rr ihr mo i<i ex'.>.:-.:£e that resolution ; but I have now 

(‘i.ivod i; io 'O': my ]=vi.-il:ar iliit.y '.■i :p'Uc care that some parts of the conduct of 

the late President and Members of tha"^ U— -d. 1 ■ 1 ! ■ 1 : v'i 

cularly culpable, shall be exposed to a ■ 
the power of this Government. . . . 

It may also be unnecessary to remark to you, that to show signs of timidity 
and indecision, or to submit tamely to injuries or insults froiji an avowed and 
:■ ■ ^ , I" m " . ■ , . ■ ■ .-.’I tend to invite and bring on a war in 

i. "-,. ' . ■ ,■ V •• i. 1' : in particular, I may safely venture to 

pronounce, that, if ever ri;o ivr.ivo I'rivcc.s cn:i .«<:<; grouiids to (icspi.--:! Ihe fcree of 
our arms, and to lose cor:.'‘.<.!i.-i.ce in o,:r !.• .■•■.■''.I f;«I.diiy as aUie.s, il e (:\!.r!,i,,ace 

of our power and influenc*.: iir:.';;ig.s5 I'lei.: ’.vi!! j:or .idcrwards I.-:; of '.(in;: (iura.'ion. 
It has, therefore, been with no small degree of mortification that I have seen your 
reputation tarnished and your interests endangered by a train of conduct in the 
1 -x. n X Tn-,.x c!x_ _ which has been no less calculated to dishearten 


, ! lia 
I . . .ird 


John Hollond entered two Minutes in answer to our letters (dated February the 
8 th and February 11 th), in which we required of P'-' r”"’ 

of several parts of their conduct, and their reaso: ' .. . 

orders of this Government, ' V'- ' 1 ' T‘- ; "! be considered as at 

war with the Company if he shouia attack any part oi tno dominions of the 
Nabob of Arcot or the Eajah of Travancore, which were in their possession at the 
period of the late treaty of peace, and tr. them by the 

Company, and in that event that no i.' . . . ■ ' the necessary 

, .. .x:..._ j-.. — .. efficacy and vigour. 

'! '■ . , > : , “ ■ the neglect that we imputed to that Government, 

rested no doubt principally with the late President ; but as Mr. Edward Hollond 
entered no dissent upon record to the measure, he, as a member of the Board, 
j;articipntcs in tbe hlmne of haA'iu" disobeyed our positive orders to consider 
n"]',! o!> a! \ c Cc ! ’ \ n ino event of his co:ji;:;!!.L:i;g 1 osiilirics as 

ah-jvo slaied, 1 i l ic>.i \iv. < 1 it. iln: crc'iii wisicli he Uik-.s "or (;co:>oi;'y 
lo cii’ ' ’ll t e t I 1 If CM ( ‘.ah'iii^; ihe army 10 take rbe ];r.s oidy 

OAi'iw';: Ti:y u » •» u cv 'J.!ii! yoMipjiay ir.av no! or.iy pay ciciir for that 
tcii'rvi’ ' 1 ' < >1 (< '1 ','1 I "I oeeasicm.'r.L' a |■■!v!oIiJ:i:lio:;■ Oi i;;i! uar, hut the 
(iclav 1 - I u '\ I "I 1 » ii’- i’-'.'i.' ic ■ ci.c” y. by giving 

ii'r.i 1 I 1,1!:] -.ov l.;s wcio.c lorc-:- i: o-idea’.'ouring lo enrie;! self at the 
expense, and by the rum, of one of our faithful allies. Should he unfortunately 
succeed in those endeavours, he will be enabled to prosecute his designs against 

-xi. - — -x .* whilst, in addition to the pernicious 

■■■ ; the tardiness of our operations, we have 
heen exposed in the eyes of all the powers in India, to the iinivriii;' ion of Avant of 
honour and fidelity in adhering to our engagements with ir.i ally, \vli(:n iic liio 
most urgent danger and distress. 

No regard could have been paid by the Madras Governrwr^ to 
tion in his !ci.-.c’i, daicd iliO l.si of January, that the iu ■■ - i 
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attacked on the 29th of December by accident and without his sanction, as they 
were then possessed of letters from the Eesident at Travancore, and of accounts 
through other channels, which concurred in stating explicitly that Tippoo had 
conducted the attack in person, and that there was good reason to believe that he 
had been actually wounded in the action, and it was the more unjustifiable in the 
> r 1 1 p‘'t’’V TJ V J t y » V" 1 ■ r.’ ^ t-'.-i f., a c- - 

in '.i; i-aiiu- Icin r vduoli c vilains i !:0 l;y a r.pir-hh--: k<\ liiu si and 

inadmissible demands that V ■ -.- --i Jacottah to 

the Dutch, and demolish S ■ '.■■■■; or in other 

words, that he should tamely lay his dominions open to be overrun by one of the 
most savage barbarians that has ever appeared in India. I must likewise observe 
that no existing circumstance at the time, nor any part of Tippoo’s subsequent 
conduct, could’ ■ ■ ' ■ ' r’ '• ^ ‘ .-.■•y .'‘I "■ ■■ ■■■, I ; ” i 

effrontery of su ■ : ^ 

ment into a fatal '■ ■ ' . ■ > ■ ■ 

’■■■ t f-' -h-:-'"-'- -;'••• -v r”ies, whom, by the ties of 

^ 1 ■ 1 ’ , we were bound to protect 

and defend. 

Ti-,:v.'I:[ f MV.cl. c of y:.'i:r G-.'vci-’-.i.ient of Fort St. George in a very 
cr^.'i: i.1 1: 1. ihou,;! : ‘r i-y lo i v:;; e-.v.r that Mr. Edward John Hollond, 
a ■. .b: a'.i i:;v above measures, should be suspended, 

from his seat and emoluments as a member of that Council, and that the Governor 
should be directed to call in another member to supply his place ; and, however 
painful it may bo for me to employ rigorous measures against your servants in 
this ("iiin'iT. T .•i.o’isidoivl it as no less my indispensable duty to propose 
ti iii, Mr. Tuyicr, i’"om the time of his being called into Council by 
th.o TTohoi: 1, .-q p.-iU-s ioh.-i'. .- c.Vj-iiestx-d iu the disobedience of that part 

oi' O'.', li-rs of ibis Go'. v.'.ici: rcipiiivd ih;!: Tippoo should be considered 
U" £ii Viirwi.!. i'k! Con'.|;-.‘.;.y i;- li-.s of Ida aiiacking any part of the pos- 
sessions of tlio Eajah of Travancore, should also he suspended. . . . 

Upon this occasion, v-i -r '•h-;-: v:' , — 1 that in several 

instances the public into . ' .• ! ; .. i and motives, I 

think it my duty to offer it to your serious consideration, whether it should not 
he laid down as an invariable rule by your F:- C-ur*-. ■'■h'- ' - ■■ ■■ v ■ 

ditor of the Nabob of Arcot or the Eajah of h. ,■■■■■; . ■ 

suffered to hold a share in, the Government 'i h. . 

' : ' ' ' ■ creditors is frequently in direct oppo- 

sition to a proper regard to national honour, and to the true interests of the Com- 
pany. . . . 

Everything that I have heard in this country has impressed me with the 

to the Company, and that have most essentially added to the present embarrassed 
state of his Highness’s affairs, and I am afraid that I may too truly add, that it 
is notorious that some of those pecuniary transactions r" yy- ;'' - - . 

Lave contributed to disgrace the Eritisli name both ill J I, . 

In tlie moan lime 1 have, from a sfuiso of duty and in jiursuance of llioso son- 
timenis, proposed that tlio Supreme Board should rocoiiuucnd to General jMcdows 
to hesitate and consider whether ho should call any of vonr servants into Council 
to fill the places of Messrs. Hoiloud and Taylor, w’bo will not declare upon their 
honour that tlicy arc not directly or indirccily creditors of the Nabob or tbe 
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Eajali, and tliat they will not hecome creditors to either of them, during the time, 
of their continuance in Government, unless from a succession, hy will or some 
other unavoidable cause. . . . 

U." 1 - - .-ii . ■'the administmtion 

of c ' S' . . ■■ ■ ■■ . ■ ;; , itioned the subject 

to; , ■ ■■ ; ! : ■, ■ f late been so much 

int( have not yet been 

able to reduce my proposed regulations sufficiently into form to enable me to 
submit them to the Boai-d, but I- hope by U ‘ - •’ it in my 

rov.T:r to inform you that we have adopted !. i ■. •. . ■ dy those evils, 

v.'iiieli s(.> i-.iluous to the honest and industrious inhabitants of this, 

country, and so disgraceful to our Government. . . . 

I have, &o., 

Cornwallis. 


No. XXXVI. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

[Extract.] Secret. 

Gentlemen, Fort wniiam, April 12, xm . 

. . . I am persuaded that you will observe -with satisfaction that by 

the means of the : ’ 1 ----. — - j- - — 

by the apparent ' , . " ■' ' , V ■ ■ 

with us in this war, there is very reasonable groui . . . ■ -i 

able to exact ample reparation from Tippoo for his insolent and flagrant violation 
of the late treaty of peace. 

Every personal rr‘'.':ic'.r>:-,’ r; peculiarly desirable for me to take all 

means that were i ' ■ ] •' a- '■i— public tranquillity, 

because many of ■■■ • • j- • ■ . .• ■ !' y arrival in India to 

restore order to the Company’s finances, must be counteracted by the unavoidable 
expenses of a war, and it may likewise be the cause of detaining me another year 
in this country, which I shall feel as a severe •V '-'" a crisis 

when Tippoo’s enmity and ambition prompted " ,■ ’ ' i act of 

hostility against one of our allies, I should have deservedly incurred the contemj)t 
and censure of my imi.y, if a :u;x:(':y for il'.c c •’iii'im.y.ee of 

had induced me to ;o delay !:ii ouv.:: rap;uro v. ;!!: Idir. by nba’i. !(>!;!•;;; 

the dominions of tiuil ally lo nrii iuid rievasbuit.::,, or if I bad evon o 

rc'.scnting so daring an insult, according to the clear dictates of sound policy, 
honour, and justice. 

The cordial reception which the Nizam and the Marattas gave to the pro- 
positions that I have made to them v-- rf r '■u'v'ly ' ■ 

revenge the many injuries that they . ■■■ ■ ' ' ■ ' ' ' ■ ■ . 

or his fa-f ■. i ■ ‘ ' ■ ■■■ ■ ■ ' ■ ' : 

and you ’ " • , ; ■" " ■ ; . ■ .-b' . 

that we have good grounds to expect that we shall obtain an early and vigorous 
co-operation from both these powers upon very advantageous terms. 

You will be informed by flu! despalches to the Court of Directors that I have 
been extremely dissatislied with the conduct of the late Government of Fort 
St. George, and I am still arr-’.v.bcr.-: ” ■' ■■ f'.'-f . -’'y'! 

may follow from their oriminr.l dlso!;.v;.\";ce o;i ■: ■ 

consider Tippoo as at war with the Company, if .. a:.;.' : ■ f ■■ 
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-e .1 ■fiz-’i of Travancore, and to make preparations 
!, . ■ ■■■ i ■ ■ ■; . ■ vigonr*. . . . 

I trust that it is not yet entirely impossible that Tippoo may be deterred from 
prosecuting bis designs against Travancore, by the accounts which he must con- 
stantly receive of our military preparations, or at least if he should penetrate into 
Travancore, that he will be obliged to evacuate that country, and to employ his 
troops in the defence of his own dominions, when General Medows, according to 
his present plan, shall be enabled to commence offensive operations against the 
country of Ooimbatoor. 

There are hardly any circumstances that could be supposed under which an 
expensive and a dangerous war would not be to a certain degree a distressing 

f— r-.' w- ’ "^'"tpoo’s enmity to the 

■ ' ' , ■ . V put himself to the 

i ■■ ,• ■ ■ ' ■' rival to propose an 

offensive alliance against us, that exclusive of repeated pressing general appli- 
cations to the Nizam and the Marattas to ’ ’ ’ '' ■’ " .. ’ 

power, that there is at this moment an ‘ ■ '■ .■ !i^ . • 

express purpose of soliciting his Highness to join with him in attacking our 
dominions, or those of our allies, and consecpiently that we must have looked upon 

a war with ■■'-j . ...... ■ been avoided 

at present, , ^ ‘ ‘ 

think it unreasonable to expect 1 . ' ■ . 

to our aH’.fs, -l-o ccr.c- -i-o a mr.iv.ro v,!::i ; im ab a juuciure wnioh offers to us so 
1 i ) 0 .r 1 ( .K I ,< lv;n.ii.g(.<. 

-'.,1 ,l‘^ , I w:- r, 

] 1 I ( i’ ’ 'iC'i I’lN • ' ; . : 

I ■.! 'Nl.'.rai.-a.s i‘ ■n'.n iu': to act with the same fairness and openness that they have 
I ■ ■, ; ’ i ’ • ■ i •! . ,ive the strongest 

, .. ■ 1 . . .« •. i i i the Confederacy 

by a treaty of peace. I have, &o., 

COENWALLIS. 


N-0. xxxvn. 

The Govbbnob-Gbnbbal in Council to the Cotjet op Diebctobs. 

HoNOITEABLE SlES, Fort WilUam, April 12, lt90. 

. . . Tour Honourable Court will observe in our proceedings of the 
24th of February, that the independence of .Tacvli:;h and Cnmia- upon the 
Rajah of Cochin, the tributary of Tippoo, whcu ihe iliico.s vn.-iv- uiadc o'.-or by the 
Dutch to the Rajah of Travancore, is asserted positively, and in the strongest 
terms, by the Governor and Council of the Dutch settlement at Cochin, who 
deny altogether the sovereignty that Tippoo claims. 

AVe Lliiiik it proper to mention in this place that some days after the attack 
made hy Tippoo on the lines of Travancore on the 29th of December, letters were 
written to the Government of 'Mad’.T:-- by iho Gi:v(-i-!;i;r ;i:-d Conrit:!! a: CVrliirnl 
and ( ;:V ':uui.ica.<.d lo us, in wrni:!i a was cxirossed limt ii 'liiico 

shouhl suc;;{:o;: i;: bis ondciivoars io sui duc Craniianore (l.ni n^piinsi ;]:is jilii;;e no 
attem;:L Ir.al wg are advised of has ve; Ih-oii made), he would rvcceed to amicic 
Cochin. 
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They there take notice that, “ although this does not come within the letter of 
the 6th Article of the Treaty between England and the Kepublic, it is nevertheless 

very clear that it wonld ’ . r ■ ‘ ; •; ■. ' ■. that treaty, 

if the two nations in p ■ ■ ■ nave in view 

the welfare of each other, and reciprocally proir.jie it ;!■: siMU'h as iiv r-iLlo.” 

Upon this ground the Dutch were I t!;;-:. i\\i: lUiC-M-.aii'iy liioy 

were in how far Tippoo’s designs might extend) the necessary measures had been 
taken by the Government of Port St. George most conformable to the spirit and 
intention of the States-General. 

The subject of these despatches from Columbo being of considerable importance, 
T,-c ■i'hoT'.glit it prop!,:r io coinn.unicate our sentiments upon it to the Governor and 
Council of liiiu svii’i'riu'i::, aiid lo the Government of Madras. 

The terms of the letter from the former expressing a zealous concern for the 
interests of the Rajah of Travancore, and inducing us to think that they were 
inclined to assist him in the war, the Government of Madras were instructed to 
inform them of the nature of lie oporalions inicnded for the protection of 
Travancore by the Company’.- ir-v.-pa, !i:. l to i-cin; o:.'. to them from time to time 
the mode in which the aid thu' !i inigii: be hi liie lower of the Dutch to grant 
from Cochin or Ceylon, might be applied most efficaciously for prorhoting the 
success of the common caxrse; and ”- '■< , -n-' -- .--to their 

apidication relative to Cochin, that if • •• ;o attack 

that fortress, in resentment for the proofs they may give of their friendship for 
us or for our ally the Rajah of Travancore, we would engage to exert our 
utmost endeavours to force him to desist from the enterprise, and to obtain for 
them at a negotiation for peace, a full reparation for any injuries they may have 
sustained. . . . 

The intention of Mr. Powney (signified in our advices by the Berrington) 
to send a flag of trxxce to Tippoo was followed on the 15 th January, and a letter 
was written to him desiring him in the^ name of the Company, to desist from 
proceeding in further acts of hostility against the possessions of the Rajah of 
Travancore. It was at the time mentioned to him that, if he were desirous of 
^ .--•..i.- •. r jj^yegtiga^^on of commissioners, the Government 

. )r more to meet such persons as might be appointed 
iy 'i ii: ai’y (.'onvenient place on the borders of the respective countries 

l;i'.l('!:ji!ig !.o l;ii'p tnd the " : ^ " w; r-"’l 'dthe three sxib- 

jects of demand on the ■ '1 ; he had written 

to the Governor of Madras concerning Wh;)! he ol'Scri o-.l m.-pocting the 

appointment of commissioners was similar lo xlio re.-'y wl.hd: .sent io Mn-.iras 
1 —.— -5 -.-p "be noticed in i’u: cc.xxr.se oi'cixr c. 

i'. ■ ■ ';■■ ■. ■ ':y the Berrington we mentioned that two letters had been 

received by the Governor of Port St. George from Tippoo, dated the 24th of 
December and 1st of January. We related their contents, but were not able to 
inform you of the answer that had been sent to them. Your Honourable Court 
will recollect that his letter of the 1st of January xvas written after his attack on 
the Travancore lines, and that his accoimt of the circumstances attending it was 
not entitled to the smallest credit, while on the other hand it was a matter of ^ 
he had committed an act of hostility for which a 
'■‘xtely and indispensably necessary, but none was 
I "■ ■ ■ . ’ Madras, Mr. Hollond, without paying the least 

regard to ours dated August 29th and 13th of November, was entirely silent in 
his answe"- ‘ - T'"' t’*: 

and with ■ ■■■■<■ <■ ■ ' .. ii'. ■■■■■■>■ ■ ( 

repeated I'- ■ ‘ ' ■' ■ . ■ « " ; ' f - ■ i- ! i v 
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only tend to impede tlie success of the measures we had taken to obtain the 
alliance of the Nizam and the Mahrattas. 

Undefthese and other circumstances, we could not but be happy to hear of the 
arrival of General Medows at Madras with your commission appointing him to 
take charge of the Governm . ■. ■ 1 .' 

from Tippoo (in answer to ■. . S\ ■■ ■ ■' 

in which, upon the subject ‘ ^ ' " ' ■ ■■"■ > 

were yet wished, one or two trusty persons should be sent to the Presence, that, 
having arrived in the Presence, they might settle the business. 

To Cl id. lie you to .fr -nr a judgment of the extent of the Travancore lines, and 


10 p"(;; 'l;:.!e s;;-: ox; fori-i:-. ■? of their being defended by people soinex- 

, . 1 ... -1 .. AT-- xiajah’s service, we shall quote in this 

' 7 from Mr. Powney : — 

■■ . ■ ■ I ■' ■ , ■ to the Travancore possessions. They 

run west to east. They commence at the sea on the island of Viiiccn, ami con- 
tinue to R-“— . which intersects them. TJicy begin again 

on the •! as far as the Animally Hills, where they 


terminate on one of them, so that the eastern boundary is covered by a range of 
mountains under that denomination. From the sea to the Chinnamungulum 
River is an extent of about 4 or 5 miles, and from the opposite bank to the hills, 
!■ i; I’’ ■!« coi'l: •.-■0 viil.o-;' i:”.y iid'-rST;;;-'-;:-'.! .‘■.bor.t 24 or 25 miles. They consist 
("■ .1 d::c’- iil. ■■.ii ].■'! i’cet hrm;'! aiid 20 (!(>■; ,•!■. parapet and thick rampart, 

M'.d 1 A o.icb other from one end to the other. The approach to 

ilicr.i i.s <,'!'ly from ' o;-;':.” 

We have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the readiness with which his 
Highness has engaged to enter ■" ■" ^ ■ ■■■ ■' 

Tippoo. The terms of theallk . u v- ^ 

be concluded. But Nizam Ally 'x ' ‘ ■ '■■ ■'. ■, 

conditions. He moved to his tents the 18 th of March, and proposes, we have 

operations. 

■' N( '* ' -. Nizam 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ . • ' ■■■ ■ ■ ■ V ‘time; 

and in order to encourage his Highness to take such an immediate and decided 
rrvt n.=: wr.ni.d -^l-e crerat^'-r;.s of Ihe iovdl'cr'! arn-.x, or tend to prevent 

!N’.::diiii fr-:.r.i mv.i^ing i;:e a-.d n'l-iber!-. (■'‘the Carnatic, we 
l;r.V'.! ! Kcor.r.w.-iy -o ll’c Nizam il-.a:: ihe detachment of 

artillr -y wl Id; -.v-.; litvo r.ii.rulioned, with Lascars and a suitable train of field- 
i-":!;. -;-/!’’:;" r;i., h(::-.c;- by sea to Masulipatam, will be in readiness to act 
in conjunction ivith other troops as circumstances may require, and that the 

brigade imder Colonel Cockerell, which is now v’ i to the 

southward, will, if it be thought expedient ' of the 

common cause, be dhected to co-operate witn his y to 

strengthen it against any forces that Tippoo may d . or 

enable it to continue its operations with increased efScacy against Tippoo’s 
dominions. 

We are i.;_ tt.*..-'-.. ■: • . ... 
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deterred from venturing tlirough the passes to carry their ravages and depredations 
into the Carnatic. 

Our orders of the 28th of January were received at Bombay on the 24: th of 
February, and we have been promised by the Governor in Council that all possible 
attention shall be paid to the several points recommended by us to his notice. 

Al:''"c;'.y.!.by was w.'.if’nsr to 1‘o informed of the plan of operations which 
ii'.ny j-.jivi; o's the coast of Corromandel, and he intended 

to employ the interval in making the necessary levies to strengthen your battalions, 

and in forming a system to abridge tha^ r-T-^w-r-p-rw* cv which the 

armaii!'.-;.!.' c.ini'.ri'rd r.“T-ni Borr-bay have . i. 


():■ a ( ihat t’:(‘ Nairs and Tippoo’s other subjects and tributaries 
i;., X. rn, juaMug vigorous efforts to relieve them- 

■■ ■ . ■ 1,1 ,■■■■■ ■' '-of his Government, and that the Government of 

■■ ■' ■■■ . ■- to send a reinforcement to that settlement, of 

sufficient strength to enable the commanding officer of the troops to give effectual 
support and assistance to the exertions of the inhabitants of the country against 
such of T'' ■ •' ^ that part of his dominions, we have 

authoriz- . -i ' ■ urage these people to shake off all 

■f! 1 on the part of the Company, on condition 

■ "... to be directed by us in carrying on the 

■ ■ ' ■ ■ )st endeavours shall be used to render them 

*■ 1 ^ r.-'l ronclusion of the war to retain 

; " the Company. 


■■ ' him know that 

■■■■■■ ■ ■ of Travancoro, 

. 1 'o ■ • ■ ' '•••:■ • ’iltary operations 

that must be undertaken in consequence would stand in need of his Majesty’s 
squadron, we were well assured that, if the Government of Fort St. George or 
Bryvib-.iy sluuibl mnko app’inntVn to his Excellency for such aid as ho may think 
il ir h-‘>: power lo r.f-bril, be woi:ld be perfectly well disposed to comply with their 
request. 

We observed to his Excellency that we had every reason to believe that the 
French Government in this country would not be disposed to countenance the 
unwarrantable conduct of Tippoo, but if, contrary to our oxr-c-ci.'.'lcii.s, b is cruiz^vs 
should fall in with any vessels of that nation with a cou'iuiriib:,,' r.ii’iil.V'r r. f 
■” •""’i'^ary stores on the Malabar coast, 

-■ to the small factory possessed 

by the French at Mane, wesui-rirtud o:;>- :o l.bs Excc’lf iicy ihi-t ibeyrMi':’ f. 

to be informed, that, if dioy iboy v-.v.y [.recced !;/IV.!:d:c!;(:rry, ) :ir ri;!it ibey 

cannot be permitted to bmd riiGr iroci.s cr siores (.iri.-r m y,i\hv or iv- !!ri;\ ] or! ( ■n 
the coast of Malabar, as v.«; are c-.nr. incod :!:ar in rlial case iliOv musi b'c ijihir.'icd 
for the use of our enemy Tii)poo Sultaun. &c. 


No. xxxvin. 

The Govbrnoe-Geneeaij ih Cotincii. to Captain Kbnnaway. 

Sir, Fort William, May 3J, 1790. 

. . . I am fully aware of the importance of giving the Nizam every 

encouragement in (. ‘ (■ ■■■■ ' ’ ‘A' 

of the Mahrattas, ■' ' ■ .■■■ '■ ' r.; • ■, ■■■ ■ '■ .! ,■ w 
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have signed relative to the Bengal detachment, understanding it of course to he 
considered hy the Nizam to be no further binding than may be compatible with 
previous military arrangements, which from circumstances cannot now be altered. 

T erclcp? cories of tbe letters that I have written to Colonel Brathwaite and to 
I.'-. i'.K r.ii-.i-Colvni:! from which you will be enabled to explain in a 

satisfactory manner to Ms IT;;;hi'.-..ss !’;■:■ i ■.■■rrsplrs on wh’.ch. my orders are neces- 
sarily given, and I am you v/iil Ic al-.c w'S'.ou: difficulty to make him 

sensible of the dangeroushonsequences that might attend my sending positive and 
unconditional orders to the troops, which are placed under the immediate com- 
mand of General Medows, without giving that General time to prepare against the 
ill effects wlucV .-ucl'. cnlors mighi: prohuco to his general plan of operations. 

By the limc iV.is Ic-ior r-.-ricl:-.-* yo::, his Highness will either have passed the 
Khristna, or he will have determined not to pass it till after the rains. If he 
should have passed it, and the Mahrattas still hang back, and there should really 
be reason to apprehend that Tippoo could send a formidable force against him, he 
must, at all hazards, be supported without loss of time, and without regarding 

the distres ' " • • ■ 

But if he ' 1 ■ : ■ . b ■ r « ■ 

Tippoo bef ■ ^ -i- ‘ ‘ .■ ■ ■ . ' ■ 

would he for the safety and advantage of the common cause, that Cockerell should 
be employed for the defence of the Carnatic till that period, when he might, with- 
out much risk, leave a country in which the rains v. ,',1 ' 1 ' ■ - 

mence, and when, unless a : (•w.rrf!:! ooperation ’ i ■ M,: 

should render it uur-rcessar. , t!:i; Nizam may depend upon being joined by so 
considerable a body of our infantry as to enable Mm to advance with confidence 
a gain -t the enemy. ... 

I (.am ■.<:■! t'-cl:'. tMnking, notwithstanding the present doubtful appearances, 

1 ments and take part with 

r,>, i ‘ ‘ ' , I ' . ‘ 'believe that they would 

i'.dopi a cor.trarr lir.o, and assist their inveterate enemy, Tippoo, whom they have 
so mucii io Va:c ai:il dread. It is, however, possible that the apprehensions 
ii.e Nizam ai d hi.s mlnh^'er.': of their hostile intentions, may again revive on 
the pro'jti-v': ( censir-n, and allhourh T should wish you to avoid a discussion of this 
doIicMii! ct if M, 'ivas ; mc;ica!. i(;, yet, if yru alarmed, you 

may repeat in the most explicit terms, that ■. acts heartily 

with us and fulfils his engagements, we shall think ourselves bound to defend 
him against attacks from any quarter whatever. ... j am &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


No. XXXIX. 

The Goveehob-Genebae in Council to the Govebnob in Council, 

Post St. Geoege. 

HonOUEABLE Sib, Fort William, June 21, IIQO. 

We have received your letters, dated the 7th and 9th instant, with their 
rl'Torcnt rrclcsures, and wc Tni;s!. acknowledge that the contents of them have 
giv(;:i u;: tIic u ckV scrioiis concorii. 

It bris (iver incu as iriuc;i our earnest inclination and di.^posiliou, as we b now 
it to he the wish and desire of the British nation and of ihc ilor.ouriihlc Coun of 
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Directors, that the Nabob Mahomed Ali should in all pubb'e nr.-l r.v'vrdo tn'.r.sac- 
tions be treated with every degree of liberality and (Iclicu-y v. i’.'c;' c.ar'i be 
expected by an old friend and ally of the Company, who has with them expe- 
rienced great vioi.-sii’i-.l:-.' offo’-tn'ie durVicr Iho long period of their mutual connec- 
tion, and from (Oi'sitic-ras'.-ns v.v ‘ -n -- ,- mmon occasion 

conceive that we should not commit a '■ ■■_ v ■ . ■ of our public 

duty, by exposing the Company’s interests to the risk of .-■■.!! hri-.:- j 
pecuniary loss, rather than give a sanction to any measure wliich we had reason to 
believe would violently shock the private feelings of a respectable old Prince, wdio 
has prohaWy now but a few years to live. 

Forced, however, ns we have been, into an expensive and dangerous war, with 
the most inveterate, as well as the most powerful enemy that the British nation 
and the Nabob have ever had to contend "with in India, and in the event of which 
the future safety of his Highness’s own dominions is as deeply staked as the 
essential interests of the Honourable Company, we plainly rcvcivc- ihat we could 
not gratify the Nabob’s private sensation b^' forbearing to lake < sliji;; to 

exact ’ T ■ . uiltyof 

a flagr ■ ■ ^ ‘ '• • i of our 

country, and no less to the security of his Highness’s own dominions. 

We need not conceal from you that the resources of Bengal, exhausted as they 

are by dra"" 1 .:,. .n.. ..•t..,.; -i. .. successive years, could not, 

even with , ' • : is Highness’s payments, either 

according - . • ■ . . • ' i Sir Archibald Campbell, or of 

!’■ ; ■ 1 : ;o liim by the Court of Directors to which he has 

. jh expenses as those with which the present war 

I' ■ ■ ■ ■ \ without being reduced to great extremity of 

distress. But we must freely declare that unless the whole or a great part of 
the heavy arrears which are at present due by the Nabob of Arcot and the 
Rajah of Tanjore can be recovered, and a punctual discharge of the stipulated 
proportions of their revenues can be secured in future for the general good, 
we not only foresee great embareassment to the Company’s finances, but also 
much ground for apprehension that the ultimate success of the war may he 
greatly endangered. 

Under these impressions,' and being at the same time perfectly persuaded that 
in giving your opinions you are actuated solely by a regard to the substantial 
interests both of his Highness and the Corniiaiiy, as well as convinced that your 
judgment cannot be erroneous on the impossibility of obtaining in future the 
stipulated proportion of the Nabob’s revenue through the medium of his High- 
ness’s own managers, which must also preclude all hopes of your being able to 
recover by these means the immense amount of his present balance, we think it 
our indispensable duty to authorise and direct you to take effectual measures, in as 
delicate a manner as may he possible, to put the Company into immediate posses- 
sion of his Highness’s revenues and country, in order that the total amount of the 
m:,y b: any-li-'d fidVIiJy and econxny. l-hv mv-i ov‘i<;v !bi;.i ■ :v.'v: 
rvi'-'d ;o d(::'r..y I'.x exigencies of i'-c v.ir d r g-:!;;r.i- bi.in..;i ...i' 

the ■; -- 'u ^ TT' ’ ■ ■ n and dignity. 

'.'i ■■ ■■ .■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■.. ■■ ■ ■ ■ lil upon the Nabob by argu- 

ment and pei-riuasion, to sacrifice his ideas and private feelings respecting his own 
personal dignity and importance to the real and substantial good of his subjects, 

and for that purpose to make a voluntary surrender t' r C: y '' , 

management of his conntiy during the present war, have ■ ‘ : 

ineffectual, because it has been with the utmost reluctan ■ 
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ourselves to instruct you to take any step -wMcli -would give Ms Highness the 
least uneasiness or mortification. . . . 

No pains -must he spared to give Ms Highness the most minute and full 
■■ni the particulars of wMch the account consists, and of the 

general principles on which it is formed, in order that he may, if possible, be con- 
vinced that the Company’s Governments are incapable of making demands upon 
him that cannot be supported by the clearest and most obvious tenor and mean- 
ing of specific agreements. It must likewise be shown and proved to his High- 
ness in the most satisfactory manner, that his receipt of his proportion of the 
revenue will be completely secured by the oflicers that may be appointed by him, 
having the most free and uninterrupted access, not only to observe the general 
conduct of the Company’s servants that may be employed in those collections, but 
to inspect and examine all accounts whatever of receipts and disbursements that 
may relate to them dming the time that his country shall remain under the 
management of your Government. 

We cannot entirely abandon the hopes that upon a more mature reflection on 
Tippoo’s insatiable ambition, and his personal inveteracy to him and his family, 
on the many insults and injuries that he has already suffered from that prince, or 
from his father, and on the danger to which the Carnatic has long been, and is at 
present, exposed from that powerful chief, his Highness may at last be inclined 
to lend a more favourable ear to your arguments and persuasions, and it would be 
so highly gratifying to us, if thciudispousnhlc point of putting the collections into 
the hands of your officers could he carried, wilhoul. your being obliged to proceed 
to any act which should bear the of violence, that if Ms High- 
ness should, instead of receiving ■ ' ' • 'he nett realised revenue, prefer 

, V ■ -^0 his retaining in his own hands a part of the country esti- 

' the a- « -f j.i-- i 

on that condition make a ■,■■■''■ .to the 

management of the Comp. „ ^ ' ' ’ ' ’ , : . 'itil Ms 

. .. — although we believe that it would not be so 

. , ■ ■ . . ■ .r • • - the interests either of the Nabob or the Com- 

panj, yet, if it would tend to render the effect of our instructions less painful to 
Mm, we shall he happy to give ■ 

His Highness cannot lament ■ . ■ . ■ has arisen for 

our adopting the determination that we have directed you to execute ; but you 
will have it in your power to prove to him by a variety of unanswerable argu- 
ments, that consistent with an honourable discharge of our public duty it was 
entirely unavoidable. . . . g^j.g 


No. XL. 

EaEL COBJfWALLIS TO THE COUET OF DiEECTOES. 

HOHOtTEABIiE SiKS, Fort "W-illiam, Aug. 10, 1Y90. 

, . . Copies of the treaties that have been concluded with the Nizam 
and the Peshwa will he transmits t : 1 

as we should have thought it our <■ ;; . ' . . ' . '• 

o.m hhiius, if tloy hr.-l '•.■(rcra l 0:1, for the support and assistance of those 

] O'. ■-!■.' : ooc.i.s: y:-,.i he glad to observe from the tenor of the 

‘ V. =i:;a!- Company’s troops that have joined the 

i!io Posl-wa, are to he paid at the expense of those 
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powers, tlie advantages that may be obtained over the common enemy are to be 

equally divided amongst the three confederates. ■ i. 1.1 - r . _ 

which is reserved exclusively to the Peshwa and 1' 

Zemindars and Polygars who are to be restored to their possessions. 

This exclusive article of partition is understood, however, to be limited in its 
amount to twelve lacks, a small proportion of which can only ’he claimed by the 
Nizam, and the remainder has been considered in the stipulations as a reasonable 
equivalent to the Peshwa, for the eventual loss that he may sustain, by the general 
success of the confederacy, of the annual tribute which was due to him from 
Tippoo by former engagements. . . • . 

It could at present answer no useful purpose to enumerate how much we have 
suffered both in interest and reputation, by the supineness of the Government of 
Port St, George after Tippoo’s first attack of the Travancore lines on the 29th of 
December last ; but it has been jreculiarly gratifying to me that the Kajah of 

Travancore and his subjects, have ^ ‘r r. ■ ■ . 1 'I ; •. 

and ruin to which the criminal cor ' . ' ■ ■■ ■ ■ 

some time to have devoted them, 1 , . ; 

operated witli more success than could reasonah’- ' ' ' . < ■ 

favour ; amongst those are to be reckoned the well-; : , . . 

Government, our own military preparations at Trichinopoly, but above all a want 
c-^v: r;c!:vi( v fi-r .M;veral months on the part of Tippoo in carrying on his 

n; ; s i- aj, the lines, which by no means corresponds with his 
former character, and I think is not sufficiently accounted for by any of the causes 
to which I have hitherto heard it ascribed. 

Much time was necessarily ; , . , ' 1 ' 

are indispensible for enabling •• • ' i ■; 1 

tions in this country ; and after General Aieciows tooK the command of tne army 
at Trichinopoly and put it in motion towards the enemy’s country, several defects 
were discovered in some of those arrangements that were supposed to have been 
completed, which occasioned a little delay. 

I have likewise had the greatest reason to be satisfied wuth the liberal and 
explicit declaration which was made by the Comte de Conway, the Governor- 
General of the French possessions in India, that France had no treaty with 
Tippoo, and that according to the instractions which he has uniformly received 
from his own Court, he is determined to observe the strictest neutrality in the 
present war. , , . 

There is no circumstance th'*" T r*" r y, ; , 

r’ F t Frjah < ‘I . • ' : ■ ' ^ ■ ■ ■ ■ . , 

, ■ ■ ■ ■ 1 . ■ • fror ! ^ ‘ : 

public engagements, and I therefore felt no reluctance at proposing the resolution 
to the Board that related to him ; but I cannot help viewing the old Nabob of 
Arcot in a very different light, and it was therefore, I must acknowledge, with 
great concern that I gave my sanction to a measure which I knew \vould occasion 
pain and mortification to a Prince so far advanced in years, and whose interests 
have long been so closely connected with those of the British nation, but I was 
i'.rn-.i 'llod totho dctr-iT.'.iT;ationhy the strongest considerations of humanity, justice, 
a:.'! rui.lic r...--cs.d:v. 

T'-i: il.'igr.i::! '.iihiT- on his part in the performarco 0'' Fm sFmdr.t’.or.-' of F-o 
treaty with the Company, ought long ago to liavc aw ' 1 ’ i li ( u \ 1 . ■ ■ c f 
Fort St. Goc»rge to a sense of their puhlic duty, and " 1 iii . i 1 — ' „ ^ 
time have merited the serions interference of this Govn : i* 1 1 ' l , t • i ( .i 
juncture when the resources of Bengal are totally inatlequate aionc 10 supj.'ort ine 

2 K Z 
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■.-'Ar.-’T'C- o'' ■'’ o. ■'.rnr -r.fc ov^liich we hare been forced by one of the most inveterate 
■::;!e;n\.s of !>;■■. i I ness’s family and of tbe British name, I could not give way to 
my private feelings, and for a moment hesitate in discharging what clearly ap- 
peared to me to be the duty of my station, by taking the only measures that 
could be effectual for securing the proportional assistance to which we are entitled 
from the funds of the Carnatic. 

I must likewise observe that by executing this resolution, I have every reason to 
believe that, whilst we provide for ’ . " ■ ’ the same time greatly 

promote the interests of humanit; : ‘ ■ ; ' . ■ ■ , ■ accounts that I have 

received from many quar' • T ■ ' ■ .-■‘‘--'-■'y -jonvinced that from the Nabob’s 
being unacquainted with and either from an indifference 

(i) Uu; distresses of his subjects, or from a total incapacity to superintend and 
control the conduct of his renters and managers, the most insatiable extortions 

i ' . ■ ' V ■ generally committed 

: . • ' '• • ■ ■ ■ ■; than by his High- 
ness’s officers in ■ ' ■ ' 

only bo felt as a ■ ' ' _ . . ' ‘ ' ■ ’ ' ' . . ’ ; ‘ 

the Company’s se ■ . ■ ■ ■■ . ' ' ■ ; . ' ■ ' . 

to conciliate on this critical occasion the attachment of il'.o S. ■■•n I’.-iy. 
who, from being harassed by the unreasonable exactions of the Nabob’s renters, 
have aln '* ^ . , . 

The ^ I'- : . • i ■ ■ • •• '■ jhts to the possession of 

the country, which however without onr assistance would have I'ccu hut ol' lilCc 
value to him, and exaggerated accounts of his former services, .i\ rT.-i'h-b | ics 
for popular declamation, and may possibly engage the nation u.iviidi'.:;! 
of lii.r.'.r.’iily, i.' s-r'povf a sy-tom o.*’ cr".c 1 ty and oppression. But whilst I feel 
ca: ■■eh.i.-i ihi:: I ii‘t. i :>■ ■■■•;• happiness of mankind and the 

good of my country, I shall give veiy little weight to such considerations, and 
should conceive that I had not performed the duty of the high and responsible 
office in which you did me the honour to place me, if I did not declare that the 

" r.- - -: -i. ■. — ’'ands in which your 

■ , . , which I have pro- 

■ ■ ■■ " . ' ■ . . ‘ ■ ■■ ■,,■' lust continue to he 

‘v . : lis country an use- 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


No. XLL 

The Govebnor-Genebal in Council to the Court of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, Fort wiiiiam, Aug. le, 1790. 

. . . Oa" ac--;:;:-!:iil( !l yrr. ti nt wo Itu'I -^ nkou 

ir.-o I’lf' i ;’.’; l> c:' '.n-v. r-.i- I i ■' :) c 

.V .•u„, Govern- 

■ . ■ ■ ■ . .were to 

’ i iN- i ■’ eir authorized collec- 

omy, anu inclusive ui au auties 01 wnatever nature, or taxes personal or profes- 
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sional, slioixld be taken from the landholders of every description, to whom they 
conceived the rents of the lands and lakes alone should be left, which opinion 
they observed was founded on the consideration of its being particularly incum- 
bent on Government when the propriclary right of zemindars to the soil is ad- 
mitted, and the land-tax fixed cvcntuany for ever, to assert and secure their sole 
right to impose, collect, and modify all duties, customs, and taxes of every de- 
scription, — we finally determined, with the reserve of your approbation, not to 
restore those collections to the landholders. 

In consequence of the information and accounts furnished by the collectors 
subsequent to the above determination on the 28th of July, we at length resolved 
■' 1 ■ ■ ■■ vhatever, levied throughout the pro- 

■" ■ ■> y — ■ ■ the exception of the Government 

and Calcutta customs, the duties levied on pilgrims at Gya and other places of 
pilgrimage, the abkarry or tax on spirituous liquors, the collections made in the 
gunges, bazars, and hauts situated within the limits of Calcutta, and such collec- 
tions as are confirmed to the landholders by our resolutions of the 11th of June 
last, viz. rents ])aid for the use ■''f Inv.d, r^r for bom-i-s, sl.(q.- 4 , oil ,’:;- 1 uib.lii.gs 

erected thereon, or for orchards, ] a-nu-i— iva:'!*!, arui ::.--b»:r5-.s, .-ii i.-ieiif?.-.-) i'lciiiccd 
under the denomination of Saycr. . . . 

The duties at G^'^a have been long established, and similar exactions are levied 
at mosi of llic I'llaci'S of pilgrimage in Hindostan, The collections at Gya are 
now imulo cbic^lly li'Xim subjects of the Mabratta States, nunrisers of whom resort 
annually to that place for the purposes of devotion. We are aware of the objec- 
tions to continuing these duties, but political considerations have induced us to 
defer the abolition of them until a future opportunity. 

From the accounts of the Sayer collections in Burdwan, Dinagepoi’e, Beerbhoom, 
and Jossore, recorded on our proceedings of the 7th of July, 7 ' — 
the probable loss arising from the abolition of these imposts , 

when compared with the great benefits which the country will derive from the 
abolition of all the numerous impositions that appear to have been levied upon 
every article of commerce and necessary of life, and from the various classes of 
manufacturers and lower 1 iinpted from the variety of 

personal and professional t • - ■ them by the landholders. 

We are, Ac. 


No. XLII. 

The Goveenok-Genebal ik Council to the Goveenoe in Council 
AT Poet St. Geoege. 

HoNOUBABLE Sib, Fort William, Oct. 30, 1Y90. 

. . .We have received your letter dated the 1st instant, and have pernsed 
with great attention the extract which you transmitted of your minutes of con- 
'■ . ”■ ■’ . ■■■■,■■ hy ‘ . Inhash 

7 ■ ■■ ;■ ■ .wh - . . ■ ■ ■ John 

_ Hollond himself as well as to his brother, Mr. Edward John Hollond, late a member 
of your Board, with the letter addressed to you by Mr, Po’-l •'r' <'Vr ' t"< 
solicitor, wbicb you enclosed ; and in addition to the fui ” ^ n •- > 

onr duty requires from ns on this ov!;-.-.! v c I k 1 ' , ' ^ . 

satisfafi-'rr to y.-xn pro: r-r r.nd , x: .-ih • ; in > .'h ■’ , ‘ .■ - 

the X 01 i’iuqi.-.l. !. i:i. i.-i '.i.v;:. : ,! ■ .s ■ . 1. 
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Mr. Edward Jolin Hollond has ventured to make use of in the letter that he 
addressed to yon . 'h '■ ‘ ^ you an explanation of 

the grounds on ' ■ ■ ' ' i^een issued, and from 

vdiich we trust it will appear that, far from having acted in regard to him with 
, ; -T-' — . t.~ 1 ,-., t"''‘’*ed with every degree of lenity 

■ ■ ■ . , , ■ ■ ■ . )le discharge of our public duty, 

or of yours. 

The Nabob of Arcot’s representation, dated the 5 th of \ '■ 

stated that sums of money to a very great amount, which we' 

C — . ■^'1 by Pauj)iah, the dubash of Mr. John 

■ .; ! .■ oroper sense of the necessity of securing 

i'j •. ■ : ■ ■ '■ ) instructions from us, and we not only 

, ; ' I" . ■ ■ . . . : idged it indispensably incumbent upon Us 

to direct that further steps should he taken to secure both the person and pro- 
perty of Paupiah, pending the investigation of the charges which his Highness 
has preferred. 

Our object in giving these orders must have been no less obvious than they 
were important : by securing Paupiah’s person, our intention was not only to insure 
his attendance to the committee during the progress of the investigation, hut 
also to prevent him from eluding the purposes of justice by flight, in the event of 
its appearing by the result of the investigation that there were good grounds to 
sue him at law for tiie sums of public money that had been detained by him for 
his own use, or to prosecute him criminally for the embezzlement of public 
money, or for a coiTupt and fraudulent combination with others to assist them in 
i' •' 1 •- offices; and it was no 

• ■ ■ . • . ■ . ■ ■■ property should be secured 

until the result of the investigation could he known, as he might otherwise have 
had it in his power to have secretly assigned it away, or to have disposed of it in 
such a manner as to have put it out of the reach of any execution which the law 
might ultimately award against his effects. 

At the same time we conceive that it will he admitted by every unprejudiced 
person, d ” ..I taken by you with rogfird to Pauri'ah, 

or thos( . , .)u to I ir. r.i lu-o G,‘ i.is 

r/.-.'-s’s were as lenient as could he justified by the nature of the 

ci't.. I the more apparent when it is adverted to, that, if the 
■ I- Kahob’s charges, had in the first 

' I ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ' ■ . . ; have been arrested by a common 

bailiff, and have given hail for the full amount of the sums which he was charged 
with having detained from the Company’s treasury, or have been committed to 
the common jail of Madras. He must also have been arrested on the criminal 
charge, and in like manner committed to jail until he should have given hail for 
his appearance to take his trial at the general quarter-sessions at your presi- 
dency on such indictment as should he laid against him, and which, if he 
had been the sole offender, it would have been your duty to have preferred 
without flciiiy. 

Ijiscnsible, however, as Paupiah seems to he of the liberality and moderation 
•with which he has hecfn treated, we wish you to continue to give him the fairest 

1 . : lay choose to offer in proof of his inno- 

' ■ ■■ ■ ■ . . ' }' ■ : ■ . . the Nabob’s representations describe him 
not as the sole offender, hut rat’ner as an iu.strument in the bands of others whoso 
high station rendered the acts with which they have been charged infinitely 
more criminal in them than in Paupiah, we think it necessary in justice to him. 
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<■-“ .- itstances of his Highness’s very weighty 

■ . ■■ ■ ■ i by the committee acting as a Court of 

I ■ , ' ■ ^ . ■ ; or the extent of their guilt respectively, 

may he so far discriminated by the researches of the committee as to enable your 
Government to proceed upon sure grounds, and to take those steps which may 
promise to be most effectual for recovering to the Nabob, or to the Company, 
the money that may have been fraudulently and surreptitiously obtained from 
either of them, and for bringing the offending parties otherwise to condign 
punishment. 

The public charge which the Nabob in bis letter addressed to you, dated 
the 27th ultimo, has brought against Mr. Edward John Hollond, for having been 
equally implicated with his brother and Paupiah in detaining the money which 
was destined for the Company’s treasury, has attracted our serious attention, and 
we conceive that it will be incumbent upon you to take as early measures as 
circumstances may render advisable, to secure both his person and his property 
in such a maimer as to render him amenable to the consequences of any civil 
or criminal prosecution which it may eventually become necessary to institute 
against him. 

If it has not 'j''*' ♦Uo Committee that evidence 

could be brought ' ' / . . . ' . ! •. been guilty of appropriating to his 

the Company, or of aiding 
' ■■ nal acts, it could answer. 

; a • • ■ . .se he could demur to the 

discovery, on the ground of its relating to facts which if confessed would subject 

: ■ ' ■ . ! . ■ .. !•■• ■ ■■ ■■ i ■ ives- 

pear from their proceedings that Mr. E. J. Holloud has been concerned in diverting 
to his own private use any sum of money which had been intended by his High- 
ness to be paid into the Company’s treasury, or obtained any sum from the Nabob 
as a present under the colour of a loan, or under any other uiiliiwfnl pretext 
whatever, we recommend that a Bill in Equity maybe filed upon those grounds, 
according to the real truth of the transactions, against Mr. Edward J . Hollond, 
in order to oblige him to restore the money that he may have received in the 
above manner, either to the Nabob or to the Company’s treasury, as may be 
judged most equitable, and at the same time that a criminal prosecution may be 
in.stitulcd against him uix)n the grounds that may be justified by the result of the 
investigation, , . . 

r-iwrolerd, however, that the Company may carry on those prosecutions 
aga!;..-:i i’e:;] ii'!: :!:.d the two Messrs. Hollond, or either of them, without giving 
cred;- io ii e Naliidi for the sums which he charges them with having detained 

from the Company’s treasury . ’ ■ use, until the amount 

of those sums shall be prove ; . ■ ; ■ ■ ' by his Highness, anel 

until tliat amount shall have been recovered by a decree against them. For 
unless the Nabob can show by such proof as will satisfy a court of justice, that 
the money which he charges them with having devoted to their own use was 
actually paid to tliem for the use of the Company, and thereby enable the Com- 
pany to recover it from them, he cannot in our opinion, have any just claim to 
receive credit for it. have &c. 
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No. XLILL 

Eael Cornwallis to Captain Alexander Kyd. 

Sib, Fort William, Nov. 9, 1190. 

The Juno Pilot "Vessel having been prepared for sea with instructions to 
' ' 1 . 70U are directed to embark on hoard her, and to wait at that 

, ■ i' J ts on which you arc deputed there, are to learn, as correctly 
as you can by every inquiry which is likely to be the source of good information, 
what is the nature and face of the country which is between the passes leading 
to the Mysore country, and the centre and southern armies ; to obtain the most 
!: , ‘ ' ■■ ■' ''' ' ■ ’ ‘ ^ the passes into 

■ ' ■ f artillery, and 

• ■ . ■ • ■ • „ - nd defensible. 

You are likewise to endeavour to make yourself : ■ \ ■■ / infor- 
mation when I arrive at Madras, with the state of ' . . ■ , , xs well 

as with the distance and means of communication between what may then be the 
respective situations of the centre and southern armies, so as to enable me to 
determine how far it may be eligible or practicable to strengthen either of them 
by reinfcr,;v':. e-:.- .•'.•v:’.'.'.-r\, •.>•• hJar ^ry to be drawn from the other. 

You v.-’i' a a : ir-Jr.-;. -: to the Madras Government from 

the Governor-General in Council, and another from me to the Chief Engineer at 
Eort St. George, explaining the objects of your deputation, and desiring them to 
assist your inquiries, as well as to give you access to such plans and descriptions 
of the country in I’.e ; !• o*’ Government, or of ll.c C* i-f ' !!' laay 

lead to anyusefci =i; erui,.:! .'i:. Letters will also be wriLien oy me lo General 
Medows, and to the Commanding Officer of the centre amiy, requesting of them 
to direct the Quarter -Master General, his deputies, as well as the captains of the 
Guides, who may be serving with their respective armies, to send the best infor- 
mation they possess upon the above points to you at Madras ; and I shall also 
instruct Captain Read, who'" . .-icl employed by Govern- 
ment to obtain information, ; • • .he can of all the passes 

into the Mysore country, and to communicate the result to you. 

I am disposed to hope that much useful information may he obtained from 
these sources, either to confirm or to invalidate what you may be able to acquire 

' ■ ■■ T ' sfied that your best exertions will not he wanting 

of the countries which may either lead to or 
eventually become the seat of war, as may contribute very much to secure suc- 
cess to our operations in the future prosecution of it. I am &c 

Cornwallis. 


No.XLIY. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieutenant G. A. Robinson. 


fPLn .T.,T>n -Pjl-i. TTr-— 1 


FortWiUiam, Nov. 9, 1790. 

I ■" '■■■ sea, with instructions to 

■ ■ . > : ■ ■ ■ her, and to wait at that 

objects on which you are deputed from hence 
■ .... rely upon the efficacy of your zealous eudca- 
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vours (aided by tbe assistance of tbe Madras Government, and tbe ready com- 
munications of tbe b6-. i- "’.■■■ ■ , obtain the fullest information 

respecting them ; they .■■■ ■. ■■ ; — 

To inquire into the state of y-cc'-rdavy a-.d i-.bat funds can be pro- 

cured to putboih ihe southern and ■.■■.-n i ar: ‘=-;-.:s in n:oV!--!i in the beginning of 
January, and to obtain the most accurate estimates procurable of the sum that - 
will bo required monthly to yray both the above armies as they stand at present 
constituted ; 

To obtain tbe fullest information of the state of ordnance and military stores, 
camp equipage, &c., at Madras, as well as at all the garrisons to the northward 
or southward, from whence the wants of either army can be supplied ; 

To endeavour to learn what quantity of grain is collected in the magazines at 
Arcofc, Arnee, Vellore, or any other places from whence the centre army must 
d-,;v,' j -in to what amount such magazines might in a short time 

To inquire as to the probable number of serviceable draught and carriage 
cattle that might be rrv;-: !l:o c jiiiilvy about Ongole, Vellore, &c., from 

the Guntoor Sircar, :.i;l iV):.: and whether it would be most 

i 1 ■ ■ tl cr.i by the present contract or by agency. 

■ ' ■ ■ ’ i-y ::;q. exertions to put the present centre 

■ ‘ ' ' two or three ’ --■^o a state of 

activity without withdrawing some, bulloe ' . ■ . 

To endeavour to learn the condition ' • ■ ■ ' . . ;h with the 

southern and centre armies; and wheth • . collectors it 

would be possible to press and load for one trip only, a sufficient number of 
bullocks from the Tanjore and Tritchinopoly countries, to foim a magazine of 
forty days’ provisions at the foot of the Ghauts for the southern army, and 
whether the same could not be done from various parts of the Carnatic or 
Sircars for the centre army ; 

Whether considerable supplies of i)rovisions might not be conveyed by boats 
upon the Cavery to Erode ; 

To inquire into the regulations respecting the hospitals on the coast, and to 
inform yourself particirlarly about the stock of entrenching tools with each army. 

Ton will receive herewith a letter addressed to the Madras Government from 
the Governor-General in Council, informing them of the objects of your deputation, 
and desiring thorn to assist your inquiries, by giving instnictions tf) the heads of 
t,ho dilVerent departments under Government, to aflbrd you the fullest and most 
complete information, as well upon those points which are herein particularly 
detailed, as upon any others which may occur to yourself as connected in any 
respect with the general purposes, of forwarding the preparations for my faking 
the field as soon as may he X)racticable after my arrival. j am &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


No. XLY. 


Memobanda of the Points upon which it is requested of Genebal Medows to 
f ■ ■ I’ I i- '■ ^".-msmit it to Lobd Coen- 

Caloutta, Nov. 3 0, 1790. 

The state as to actual strength ■'r-,— r , — 

the southern army, and mentioning th- ■■■ , ■ . ' ■ ■ ... f 
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for service. The numher of pieces of ordnance of different kinds that are with 
the southern army, and how they are disposed of. 

The numher of r.s.d cattle, including those employed in the 

transportation of g::!ir: ■■.Iv.'.: i'.:c .--.'‘■■.iLi army, specifying the numbers and 
unfit for service, and the manner in which they are employed or intended to he 
, employed. 

The numher of bullocks, including spare, which it is found neor-'-'.rry f.llofc 
for the draught of each different description of ordnance, for a •.■.UMi ril, V,r i.i.y 
other kind of carriage which is in use with the army. 

What is the average quantity of grain which carriage bullocks are found com- 
petent to carry ; both these last questions applying only to the cases of reason- 
able marches. 

A distinct statement of the numher of guns with a proper complement of 
ammunition tumbrils, &c., with which the draught bullocks then attached to the 
soulheru army could make rciisonahlc marches. 

AVliotlic!' the Cencml expects a battering train from Bombay. If he does — 

At what place he proposes it should he landed, and what measures have been 
taken to have it brought to the army. 

The General to be requested to send as near an estimate as can he made of the 
quantity of grain required for the daily consumption of the southern army,* 
including as well the troops in the garrisons as those in the field, and all necessary 
followers ; also 

The proportion nearly, which the followers of the army hear to the fighting 
men, including under the latter description the gun lascars. 

It will he desirable also for Lord Cornwallis to know from the General where 
it is intended to form the magazines ; what quantity is proposed to he collected at 
( .win--, '.n what manner the magazines are proposed to he filled. 

By whai rime it is supposed they may be filled, and how the magazines and 
convoys ore likely ! ■ I • 

Lord Comwiillii . • best possible account that can 

be obtained of the nature of the passes, and that the grounds should he stated on 
which it is anppo-cd they can he forced if defended. 

To be informed likewise of the face of the country and the nature of it, 
whether ■■■■’• ■ '' . ■ .dosed what kind of enclosure. 

The ■ ' I • Coimbatore and the Ghauts, as far as they 

have been traversed, and the effect which the Carnatic monsoon has had upon 
them ; and, if this has been considerable, when the obstructions to the army 
r.-.ovin .7 ern.-ii; mo hk.-ly to be removed. 

Tir.i (i-.-- is i iir'.'K'uhw'.y requested to state to Lord Cornwallis the diffi- 
culties he expects to encounter from any ■ 
the enemy’s country, and the probable pen . ' . . ' ' i ■ ' . ■ 

to move forward. 

and provisions for the troops, it is desirable 
whether the supplies depend exclusively on 
the provision made by the Company for the carriage of grain, or whether grain 
merchants follow the camp at any t'rr..-: vrith sup : and to what extent 
resources of that nature may be r-.v-kv up.--.;: -i-t army is below the 

Ghauts. \Shether people*, of th.e above description are likely to bring in grain to 
replerii.sh onr Tnagazinas in j)roi)ortion as supplies arc drawn from theni for the 
arm}* as it advances, or whether cattle must ho left for that purpose. 

General Medows may probably h(5 able to judge froiri hjcal observations, and 
r.ord Cornv.’alhs would wish in that case to know the general opinion whether by 
the influence of the collectors it would not be possible to press and load, for one 
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trip only, a sutSoient nninber of bullocks from, the Tanjore and Trichinopoly 
countries to form a magazine of forty days’ provisions at the foot of the Ghauts 
for the southern army. Lord Cornwallis wishes also to receive the General’s 
opinion, whether considerable supplies of provisions might not be conveyed by 
boats up the Cavery to Erode. 

! ■■ ■ ■' .'11 ■■ to reinforce either army from the other, 

■ ■ . . ! ’ ■ ■■ ■ iiments in what manner it will be most 

■ ■ ' ■ . ' ■ • COSNWALLIS. 

[A similar memorandum was transmitted to the officer commanding the centre 
army.] 


No. XL VI. 

EaBL CoBN’WAI.IilS TO THE CoUBT OF DiBEOTOBS, 

HoNOTJEABLE SieS, Fort WilHam, ITov, 17, 1780, 

. . . I entertain too high an opinion of General Meclows’ professional 
abilities, and feel too great a confidence in his zeal to promote the public good, to 
imagine that the war will he conducted with more success under my own imme- 
diate direction ; but as Tippoo may have it in his power, during a temporary 
inactivity on our part, to turn his whole force against our allies, and unless coun- 
teracted by ns may intimidate or otherwise jirevail upon them to treat for a 
separate peace, I have thought it incumbent upon me on this occasion to step 
beyond the line of regular official duty, upon the supposition that my jjresence ou 
the coast may operate in s- ■ •. • •' •. ' .'i them of our being determined 

to persevere in a vigorous ■ ■ and by that means encourage 

them to resist the common enemy witn urmness until the north-east monsoon 
shall break np, and we shall in other respects he prepared to act with efficacy in 
co-operation with them. . . . 

I shall beg leave to refer you to the letters from the Board for the particulars 
of many of the resolutions and transactions of this Government. But I cannot 
omit to solicit your peculiar attention to the voluminous correspondence between 
this Board and the Government of Madras on the subject of the complaints which 
■ ’ ■ ■ ■ I - -iv- jfabob of Arcot against the two Messrs. Hollond and 

= ' . elder brother, for diverting very large sums of money 

to their own use, which are said to have been intended by his Highness to be 

of my ■■■ . ■ . ■■■:,■ ' ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ' ' ' i ■ ■ 'i to 

inquire into the grounds of those and other complaints of a similar nature wnich 
have been brought against the persons that 1 have mentioned, but as not only 
their characters and fortunes, hut also the national honour and the interests of the 
Cci.;; ;!'!y ii"c; v-oncerned in the issue, it has become an indispensable duty 

ir. < I-!'. rs well as in that of Madras, to take such measures as have 
appeared to he best calculated for exhibiting and establishing the truth, and par- 
ticularly to instruct the Committee to give the whole matter that may he laid 
before them, the most impartial and serious investigation. 

His Highness’s almost total inattention to his engagem ' '■ ■■■!’-. C ny 

has occasioned much inconvenience to your affairs ; hxxt, ' ■ * ■ 

= b-.— rbp"''’itely necessary to proyide for the public safety 

■ ■■■; revenues into the hands of the servants of the 
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Company, I was desirous to employ every conciliatory means in my power to 
obtain from him a good-bnmonred acquiescence in the measure. 

I am sorry, however, to say that, he has always expressed 

himself in flattering terms in regard ■■ ■ ' some time remonstrated 

with great warmth against the arrangements that were made by the Government 
of Fort St. George for taking charge of the collections, although he knew that 
they were made either with the sanction, or b " q^g Board. 

I considered it in every respect as proper ■ . ^ ■ to avoid as 

i!'-. j any harsh language in expostulating with his Highness, but 

I ; ■ i '.y.'i i;' called upon in justice to the Company and to their c:overprr'.-"'' s 
in this country to state to him fully the nature and extent of ]i'-; i:i-e 
execution of his treaty with the Company, and to explain to him the reasons 
which had consequently forced us to interfere in the internal management of his 

I is.y i:- t'le Nabob, a copy of which 

will be transmitted to you, a number in the packet, will meet with your approba- 

The presen- ■ . ■ • ' ■ 

extremely averse to interfere in any of their internal dissentions, but the darino- 
and outrageous behaviour of part of the inhabitants of Chandernagore in violating 
the Company’s territory, in the execution of their plan to seize their Commandant 
Colonel de Montigny and several others of their countrymen who had taken up 
their residence at Gyretty House, obliged me in some degree tn dr f".,,;;; n.y 
former intentions ; but you will learn from the papers on this wl i..:', -.■.■i'i 

’■ ■" 1 some individuals have 

' ; 1 ■ ■ , ; ■ ' • ' ■ , ■ ■ ! . ‘ interference, no person 

The particulars of all our discussions and resolutions respecting the new 
settlement of the revenues, are fully and clearly detailed in the letter from the 
Br-i-l, or ill our pnico' rliu:;s in (be' de-:-."!--.- ul, and T d.idi ibe-red^i-o : ■ is ; bn;':; 
oniy s.iv il:-;; go--.! < fVcis v. l;io!i i avv l-v'c;; id;-, sn-y oxi criwiCi i!. I'.vs;:,- 

tlement that was made last year in the province of Bahar, as well as on the Com- 
pany’s revenue, as in the prospect it affords of improvement to the Country, and of 



has been completely and easily realised, and everything in that district wears the 
most flourishing aspect. 

N . ■ ■ .r cannot he said to he well governed, 

nor • ■■ ■■ ' s.to he secure, until the shocking 

abr ■ ■ Justice in the Foujdarry department 

can be corrected ; anxious as I have been to supply a speedy remedv to evils so 
disip-aceful to Government, so ruinous to commerce, and indeed destructive to all 
f 1 ' ‘ I 'd I r 0 (> n ib^ ’ sary 

' ' I ’ - ' t 1. (.1 - . ■ I I ■ ,'c 1 ' 1 ■■ i 1 c luch 

.1 ' n _ _ >■ ' 1 ■ ' U , . ^ , I « - ( heir 

’ 1 ( ] ’ ' c ’ ' !■ - I . \ I • ! _ , I ~ I , lent 

iii '! 1 ] /iCc i.-arr.oiibi:- 

' ' ' ‘ I ) I K !i , V I' ’ { I ’ < I u ' ■! II the 

^ : ■ ■■■' V. ...c!. bii-. ii. ui o!' I,.;;. I :iia so 

'• ■ ' ■ ■■ * cl ;if. V.v-h US <■' V"gUV. v’..' V'.'.C p'AbliC 

interest, to establish as early as possible an improved sv.steni for the admmistraiiou 
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of criminal justice, ttat I stall use every exertion in my power to effect it before 
my embarkation for Madras. 

You will observe by the account of the salt sales, that the profit which has 
arisen this season to Government upon that article has been very consideralih!, 
but I have derived great satisfaction from the success of our ende avours, bolh hy 
importation and by liberal encouragement to the molungees to reduce the price 
of salt within moderate hounds, and to relieve the country from the scarcity which 
the two succeeding unfavourable seasons of 1787 and 1788 had occasioned, 

I have been informed that it has been erroneously £ ■ I ‘ T ; 

the ff'- .■ V ^ -r now adopted, and wisely ' ■ . : ■■ ■■ ( 

your i ‘ ■ ■ . • . • isposing of the salt in small lots by public auction, 

has an effect contrary to th.' 'w by comiuon rmf'iVi, 

and had been the cause of is : .1 ! i.ve, 

ho ; '■ ■ — e that the retail price to the consumers 

is y ; ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ! ■ ■ ■. but that the late increase of the receipts 

at the Treasury has principally, if not entirely, consisted of profits, which, instead 
. . c. , , •, termediate persons, have been by means of the public 

:■ , . 1 .r>,r . p. 

The arrangements and ’ • ’ . > been established in your com- 

mercial department prove upon trial to be well calculated to promote your in- 
terests and the prosperity of the country ; and I am persuaded that the good 
effects of them, both in the price and quality of the investment, which is to be 
sent hoijie by Iho shijjs of this season, will be very ar-ra'v-nt. 

1 must conf'ss that 1 sincerely lament the ■•.■.iuci-, v. ' hh the exigencies of 
the war must occasion in the provision of the ensuing investment, which under 
the present commercial system, aided by the favourable season that we now 
enjoy, must have proved a ■ • . •' Gunqiany. 

I think it unnecessary - • j • ' tary subjects; I have 

included every important communication in that department in the despatches 
from the Board. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


No. XL VII. 


Earl Cornwallis to Colonel de Fresne. 


Sir, Camp, Feb. i, 1791. 

I had the honour to receive your letter, dated tlie 28th ultimo, containing 
, ---•.(jjations for the re-estahlishment of peace between the 

r' ■ oany anc ■" . 

I do not make any difficulty : ■ ■■ ! v . .pies, that 

I could see no ground to conside” '■ j ; disposition 

on your part to make a tender of .. . ■ . . ■ ' ■ unt an end 

to the calamities which attend th. ; , ..! , . 1 ■ '■ have any 

objection to receive specific ■:-r,'.rosii;..:-is io that effect directly from Tippoo, nor 
delay returning an answer i.h I s';-.;'.:] he able to obtain the sentiments of 

' 'umy Oiiinion nmu' entf; wli.r jirou'hily i:: :my 

.. ■■ ■ ■ > man ca:! i-.i VC iudcvily w’r:' ihiii; 1 do ■') j-i ii 

the innocent subjects of the powers now -.Vi-.v v-. l!.;'.-.-.’. li-.j m's-: d- 
they at present suffer from the consequences of Tippoo’s inordinate spirit of 
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ambition, and Ms total disregard of tbe laws of humanity and the faith of the 
most solemn treaties, my own sentiments of honour and justice do not admit of 
my entering into a discussion of the conditions on which the public tranquillity 
can be restored, except in concert and with the entire concurrence of the allies of 


the Company. 

Tippoo is -“-’I r extent of the injuries and losses that the 

English and . ■ sd from him, and I must acknowledge that 


I consider the wanton and savage barbarities which he has recently exercised on 
the inoffensive ryots of the Carnatic, as the highest aggravation of all the other 
grounds of complaint which the Company has cause to make against him ; but 
should he now manifest a sinccn? disposition to put an end to this destructive 
war, by offering just and ample remuneration for the injuries and losses which 
the English East India Company and its allies have sustained by his violation of 
former treaties, he is, as I have said before, at liberty to transmit his propositions 
directly from himself to me, and, after consulting with our allies, I shall inform 
him whether these propositions can he considered by us as reasonable preliminaries 
upon which uegociations might he opened with a prospect of bringing all our 
difficulties to an accommodation. I am^ 

COEHW ALLIS. 


No. XLYIII. 

Eaul Corkwallis to Bajah Tbige Wtot. 

May 8, 1T9L 

The army having now reached the open country, I consider it as a duty 
which I owe to the interest of the common cause, and to the honour of his 
■Highness the Nizam’s arms, to call upon you to bring the large body of cavalry 
under your cr,r:nv..:rd iiiio iu:iiv-!y, Ihii'. “-.ay assume the degree of superiority 
over thv: ('■ 'r’.i-.y -.o v.-';;;E is i-v;;-.', . : b..,:; \-v its numbers, and by the zeal and 
spirit of its chiefs, and by that means contribute in the manner which was 
intended by his Highness to promote the success of the campaign. 

As Tippoo has on all occasions since the commencement of the war carefully 
avoided an action with British armies of very inconsiderable numbers, and in 
particular would not attack this army when a large part of it was employed in 
carrying on the siege of Bangalore, there is not the least probability that he will 
now hazard a battle with the strongest army that was ever brought into the field 
against him ; it therefore falls to the share of the infantry to proceed 'with the 
artillery according to the plan -which has been settled to attack Seringapatam ; and 
it is the duty of the cavalry to overran th" — q-'--. - . 

m:m:cr.t'or: v.dth h's crwitol. ard to pTc-vr.! !l. ■ ■■ ■ ; 

of lid-: ! :■> i- (: :r- ii.a; v.;,! !■:' ■, in the siege. 

'I.''' :i! i’.V'. r I v:--\ n cfiiately detach a body of 

r.is ird i'.s.s'j C:ivid:y ■--f any r.::ml;;r yov. r-:;;y j-jcje advisable, and under 
r'i(- cciniViani'i v-f ii-s u ;r. Vi-i’.i: qi.iiii. od ;,.r executing the service, 

ini', r..i: o].v.n c.-'iniry to ihe ; i ih.;.' j mpmeut, with orders 

ro i' vs.-iicvs f i'-..; .,=(v.; of the army, and to 

'.'.(.lyn -■.■'li ' c- ii.fng mi-. gayaMin on the roads leading 

io ii iro-.n i («■.'.] anr.n imd '.I rciiwin:;;;. 

Tippoo ii'as by the last accounts at a great distanec from hence with the 
main body of his army, and there is no reason to believe that there is at present 
any considerable body of his cavalry near our front ; hut W'hatever the situation 
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of tlie enemy may be, tbe detached corps should leave its heavy baggage with the 

^,..1 XI „x__ 1.-J xi . ■. possible, which -will 

■■ the e|||my that may be 

furnished with infantry and guns, or to attack them with success if a favourable 
opportunity should offer, and if it should at any time be pressed by superior 
numbers it will find perfect security in falling back to the army. 

I shall order further detachments to be made as the army advances, and 
T think it right at the same time to state to you that it is only by their own 
activity and exertions, that it will be possible for the cavalry under your com- 
mand to procure forage for their horses or subsistence for themselves, and that to 
continue, as has hitherto been the practice, to encamp with their followers in the 
rear of the line of infantry, would certainly occasion great distress to the whole 
army, and ruin to the cause in which we are engaged. 

I must likewise request that you wull take effectual measures to restrain the 

troops under your commar 1 ''"■■v ■ sentries belonging to the 

English regiments, and to ‘ ‘ . but also the baggage and 

followers to remain in the situations which are allotted to them by the general 
order of march. 

I am persuaded you will see the necessity for using your irtmost authority to 
r.ri-v ■' ! a rc]' el i of both these irregularities, when I inform you that hy the 
ruli:?; ( ■■ li.e I’.ii.'.ii!:. discipline it is the duty of a sentry to put any man to death 
who attempts to force him upon his post ; and that exclusive of the great in- 
convenience which has been experienced from the multitudes of the cavalry and 
their followers, who have broken in upon the line of march of the columns of our 

infantry and artillery, the E" - and have 

already suffered considerable ’ . .. • • • ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ jg Highness’s 

and the enemy’s cavalry, whi. ••.•••• • . and soldiers 

of our army to distinguish the one from the other, and which enables the enemy 
to mix with the stragglers of the Nizam’s cavalry, and to watch for favourable 
opportunities to attack individuals on the line of march, or upon their arrival at 
the new encampments. ... I am &c. 

COEKWALLIS. 


No. XLIX. 

E,ael Coekwallis to Captain John Kennaway. 

Sib, Camp 8 miles north of Seringapatam, May 31, 1^91. 

The different enclosures of Ibis despatch., consisting of copies of letters to 

Sir Charles Oakeley, and to JMr. i\ralot, and of my lal ■ r w--- 

Tippoo, will give yon the fullest information of all the : . ■ ■ , ■, ~ 

that have occurred since the date of iny last letter, and of the influence which 
they have had upon my decisions, and will also convey to you a general outline 
of my future intentions. 

You will deliver a copy of ’ 

the substance of the other pap« ,■ . ■ , \ ■ , 

according to the directions contained in my letter to Mr, Malet, avail yourself of 

that opportunity to assure his Highness of my determination -'n a 

vigorous prosecution of the war until the objects of the : ; . be 

olkaincd, and of drawing their particular attention ''' .■■■’■ .■.■'-•"■’■---'bat 

Tippoo has repeatedly made to me on account of ■ ■ ■ ; . .. ■ .‘ ■• ' i" i- 
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form steadiness mtli wHcli I have constantly declared to him that I could listen 
to no propositions for opening a negotiation, except in concert and with the con- 
sent of the othe^i^emhers of the confederacy. 

I do r' any great re ■ ’ "" J ' power is in 

his o'v:; r;d :■;) low as to ' " ■ , " " '■ ;o make the 

sacrifices for peace which the allies will think themselves entitled to demand ; 
hut as I have engaged to him to recommend to the Nizam and the Peshwa to 
powers to Bangalore to meet persons that may he named 
!■ . ■ '■ purpose of opening a negotiation for the re-establishment of 

peace, I trust that his Highness will lose no time in nominating his deputies, and 
should the proposed meeting actually take place he may depend upon me for 

Nil in. 1 !..:vc h; v.r v. ;l".r;j: to express myself to his Highness in harsh 
terms respecting his cavalry, it is right that you should know that ever since the 
first ten or twelve days after their junction they have given me numberless 
reasons to be dissatisfied with their conduct, and that our late distresses for 
forage and provisions, which have had so material an influence on the operations 
of ’ ■ ■ , . . ' ■ ■ to he attributed to them. 

political affairs in Europe made me anxious to use 
every means in my power to bring the war with Tippoo to a speedy termination ; 
hut I should not have ventured to have undertaken the enterprise against 
Seringapatam so late in the season, if I had not expected that so numerous and 
powerful a body of cavalry would have been sufficiently able to have procured 
forage for our cattle, and to have secured supplies of provisions for the troojis. 

They proved, however, regardless in almost every instance of my orders, and 
deaf to my representations, after my near approach to the enemy’s capital ; and, 
instead of spreading themselves in the country to secure our communications and 
to cut off those of the enemy, they could hardly even he prevailed upon to go 
I'v 1 1 ■■ ’c ('-r I ' . f forage and provisions for themselves, hut 

I ''I'll'' .< I <> 1 (. 1 a an unwieldy mass and in a state of the 

1 '1,1 I'l' I .1 ' ’ p I y until they were reduced to the greatest 

I r (1 c.,; T- -I ! TP ' T"e same rirro consuTucd gmiT!- (^r.-mtities of 

f f r 1 , ' ) ' . • 1 i( 1 ( n( I !>i; (if'.y •hi’l:' l ,i 



I (m:: lii 't.Iv :o :i. M i! :.' ! , oi' ii' cavahy, 

which has given me so much ground ^ - jeeded from a pre- 
meditated criminal design in any of ■ ■ , perhaps, he more 

Tv.ir .''■■'’■■n "I :.i 'I incapacity of .'-J .■ ■ such a command, 

ill.,! !; <. and unmanageable disposition of Assud Ali Khan, who 

appears to engross his entire confidence. 

Having long relinquished all hopes of deriving r. :y ;;d\ !;) ib.c 

cause from the services of that cavalry, and t'.'.c a:-..! c o-Iki!- ‘isv;- 

a.l 30 frequently applied to me for permission to quit the army, I had about a 
Aveck ago agreed that the whole body should return to their master, but the 
Eajah having since the junction of the Maliratta armies earnestly requested to he 
allowed to remain with a few thousand of those that are in il c: '■ 'c.:;!': 

cynlTvi-:, T h:ne, fm:;. .;n uj n ilihigiKvS ic do i ci d's- 

io I .a: .NiZiV'i, ji< w(..l i.> iV/m o:-.er loiidea; (.■-■isMii'.i.ic';;'. consented 
10 il'; i .\ss-; : A;i K- a-' wi;;- ikc sii:\ .i-.d of :h(: vi .fe, and with 

his own troops and those of several of the inferior chiefs, has this day com- 
jiienced his march to the northward, leaving with the Eajah, Mahommed Ameen, 
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of whom I must in justice say that I have always had reason, as far as I 
could judge, to be satisfied with his conduct. 

It is only necessary to add, that as the Eajah appears at present to be in a 
tractable temper of mind, and as I think he may profit from the advice of 
Mahommed Ameen, I do not desire that he should be removed from the eom- 
mand, but that in case his Highness should send a reinforcement of cavalry, my 
wish is that Assud Ali Khan shall never again be of the party. 

You may take proper occasions to convey to his H^hness and the Minister, 
in the most moderate terms, part of my sentiments of dissatisfaction with the 
cavalry ; but in justice to my own conviction of the- Nizam’s intention to give 

me a ; ‘'v’ y.-- always in such conversations give the strongest 

assura' ■ ■ ■ ' , ■ upon the misconduct of the cavalry as in any 

degree imputable to him, i ---r-r- "Irl of his earnest desire to 

fulfil his engagementSj and • '■ ..i- . to promote the success 

of the alliance against the common enemy. j &C., 

GOBlfW ALLIS. 


No. L. 

Eael Cornwallis to Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. 

Camp 10 miles east Nagul Mongolum, 2i miles distant 
Sib, from Seringapatam, June 14, 1191. 

The Cavai’i river has risen very considerably, hnt by our last accounts is 
still fordal'ile. As Ti]-poo, bo’i'Tvcr, 1 n? r.ot only l-roiigl t hi? wl oV f~"ee to this 
side, but r, Outmiir-y of anil' cry r.ml sl '-c.--, 1 cm-iv:.-;; (■■..■■.ibt of his 

intention !o give ii.' evc-ry (:i';.i:ri;ii'!cc isi i is lowcr, t-:> ioi(:vriij;; ( ar iut plies, and 
in yarlimliir lo as u;::*;!: as ilic (npi'y-mov:! ef (mr inrt of the 

army, iVuni wbicii ho ao!! icrows i.a has !;io no sorioos mhibr-um:? lo fear. 

■71 ■ , , our movements in concert with the Mahrattas, 

and keep us so much to the westward (although 

the; upon the Sera communication) that it will cer- 

tainly be possible, and I by no means think improbable, that Tippoo, who can now 
have no apprehension for Seringapatam for these next four months, may make 
a rapid march toOussoor, and from- thence B 1 ■ 

You may be assured that I will give yo' . ■-..■■■ ■ .. - “ 

event, hut I must desire you in the mean time to he upon your guard, and 
amongst other precautions to reinforce t-ic prrlsor. of A.rroc, and take every 
means in your power to transport the store? and provisior.s C.t;.: arc not wanted 
for the use of the garrison, from.t-hcncc to Tcllore, and if possible to Amboor. 

1 am,, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


No. LL 

Eael Cornwallis to Sib Charles Oakeley, Bart., Acting-President, 
AND CODNCaL, POET St. GeOEGB. 

■ Gentlemen, Camp at Magrl, July 1 , iWl. 

. . . The suggestion of the Honourable Court of Directors to .erud 
home the Hanoverian troops in the empty victuallers appear-: f-i rno to l-c 
VOL. II. ’ 2 L 
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Vi 


extremely judicious ; I therefore desire that you will prepare the vessels without 
loss of time for the reception of those troops, and you will at the same time com- 
municate to Colonel Wagenheim the determination to embrace so favourable an 

--.•Vv'tv r-rd'r" his Majesty’s electoral- regiment to Europe. . . . 

' ) , i ■■■ . .■■■■■. 'the answer given by your Acting-President to the letter 
addressed to him by his Highness the Nabob of Arcot respecting the settlement 
of the revenues of the Carnatic. I have not yet received any letter from His 
jr;£bi;(-s oii Ibnt sulject. 

'fbe (-scriioris i have- l-eori made by your Government to procure a supply 
■.'P ’■’i’V'b'. r"d ^ -'v'^-y '•'"j-^ect the equipment of this army, claim 
?: V ■■...■■ . ■ ■ I ■ . happy to find that they have hitherto 

been attended with greater success than I was sanguine ^ enough to expect ; 
some greater encouragement must be given to bullock-drivers, for without a 
proper number of that useful class of men, our losses in bullocks must continue 
to be repeated, either by their starving by the want of people to provide sufficient 
food for them, or from their being ruined by unskilful driving. 

I shall think it necessary to put the cattle that have been procured by the 
exertions of Government under the management of a • ■ ^ . 

to say from experience, that the contract has been a de ' ' : 

nature to a commander-in-chief of an army. 

r ^ last nigl' ”, . " ■ / ' 

I’.,', ■' ■■ •, band of . ' ; ' ■ 

by that most zealous and active officer. The grain, however, which you have 
ordered to be forwarded to Vencatagherry will still be of great importance in 
our future operations, but, as ' ■ . i illiamson 

were not in very good condith ' province 

of Oude, and as they will be much wanted for the carriage of the camp equipage 
of the army, I should wish that they may no longer continue to be employed in 
the removal of the rice from Amboor. . . . 

I am much obliged to you for the dispatch which you made in forwarding 
the first sum which I requested of you to Vellore ; and as we are in much want 
of small currency in camp, I should be glad that in future sup]3lies you 
could send us to the amount of half or even a whole lack of rupees in silver 
fanams. . . . 

The approbation which the House of Commons has declared of the measures 
of the Su]',L't;’.r,c Goveremcrit respreting the commencement of the present war, 
has given :no pr!r:!eu!i-.r s;:ii.s;iicii'.>;i, and lam persuaded that the vigour and 
unanimity of opinion which have been shown in so many quarters, will essentially 
tend to bring it to an honourable conclusion. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


I 


No. LII. 

Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

Sir, Camp near Bangalore, July 10, 1791. 

I read with the greatest surprise the copy of the letter from Rajah Teige 
Wunt to the minister Azcom nl Onirah, dated the 17th May. The gross false- 
hood of every syllable of Ibis letter is so easily to be proved, that no person but 
30 weak a raau as tbc Rajah could have hoped that it would have protected him 
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against the displeasure of his master, when the heavy complaints that I had to 
make against him were fully stated to the Nizam. I must now withdraw the 
request which I made to you in my letter, dated the 31st of May, that you would 
convey in the most moderate terms part of my sentiments of dissatisfaction with, 
the cavalry ; in refutation of so much misrepresentation and falsehood it is 


necessary that you should tell the whole truth. 

I shall ’■ 1 ‘ whole truth, and 

take notice ' ' 'etter, to show that 


I felt much more concern than he did, for securing supplies of provisions for his 
Highness’s troops. I pressed him in the most earnest manner (when we were 
encamped at Vencatagherry, 24 miles from Amhoor) to send all his Brinjarries to 
that fortress, v-hci'o T assured l.ku fl-r-y would he supplied with as much rice from 
our magazine 'i'-oy cv>::M rry a-, ay, on the most reasonable terms, and that 
the payment of it should not he rcquirc-d unfil it suited the Eajah’s convenience. 
I likewise explained to him tlial if he missol that opportunity it would be 
impossible for me afterwards to afford him any assistance. When the army 
halted in my camp, I recommended, what is I believe practised by all cavalry, 
that the Eajah ^voulll send delachmeuts of his troops to cover his foragers in 
' ■ I the villages in the rear of our roHltior, wh.:rc l o 

■ ! ■ ■ ttv-’K-nle ! oxrop' some p..rri<;s nf bis !';Oiy 1: .ysc ; 

and in marching days, I tf ?v.:':;r:: -.r to send his cavalry four or five 
coss for forage after they came to their ground, T rc.i-./jMj d but in vain, 

that ho would order his numerous foragers to forage '.biC vi'.'.a.p^s on his flank 
during the march, where they would be protected by our line which always 
moved between them and the enemy, and where ihey would find much more 
forage and grain than in <,• instead of pursuing 

j.i. ; '•!. of our column and 

before our line arrived in camp, stripping the villages 
■ ' . ■ ■■ ■]■■; ■ of the only forage that it was possible for us to pro- 

cure for the support of our numerous cattle, and specially of the bullocks that 
were employed in dragging the battering train, and by that means most 
effectually defeating the great object of the march, which was the attack of the 

•' ’ T'l answer to his ridiculous complaint of marching double the 

.. ■ ■ : . I would submit it to his Highness’s decision whether it would 

have been practicable, if I had been capable of wishing it, to have given them so 

imreasonahle a degree of fatigue, and in , . i a march 

by different routes whether the cavalry ■ ■ . ' should 

have taken the shortest road. 

The very circumstance, which the Eajah describes so little to his owm credit- 
at the head of twenty thousand horse, “ that the enemy’s looties patrolled round 
oi-if ^r.fii-!Ped me ie gw'o ordrr.s which after the first few days were either 

I ■ , , ^ , ! or l■>:"[!y .duded, for detachments of his Highness’s 

cavalry to extend during our marches a few miles on our flank that was next to 
the enemy ; and the Eajah well knows that on the particular occasion to which 
I conceive he alludes, kr;ov;i;:u fhat the body of the enemy’s army was at 
a considerable distanc-;.- J. di-vcu.d bkn to send three thousand horse four or five 
coss into the country, in order to assert that superiority which so large a body of 
cavalry ought to have Tmmfr.’r.od, the sn'.all corrr, which aoaompar.lrd th.orn 
under Captain Da;';.-!, n-.c;;;.-: a.-; a ilia', lo lo given 

by our troops for ihu" sori ice, 'nr ii: 0 "t;!\ ro i-rovci;! ihoir Icing misuikon for ihc 
enemy on their return lo the army. 

'.I'ho Eajali’s rhodomoutade, respecting his behaviour in the action of the 
15th, is really so absurd that I cannot bring myself to enter into a serious 

2 L 2 


>508 


LOED COENWALLIS. 


App. Ko. .lie. 


refutation of it. The truth is the cavalry showed on that occasion a better 
countenance and more good-will than I had expected from them, and I was 
induced to express my satisfaction, in the hope that it would operate as an 
incitement to their acting with more spirit in future than they had previously 
manifested ; but it so happened that the victory Avas completely decided and 
gained before his cavalry came up, and, instead of his contributing to render it 

r ’ ' . ’ troops directly in front of a body of our infantry 

■ ■ . ■ . :■ to push forwards on a piece of broken gi'ound in 

'■ ■ , icted ad'.Ji' trg-:, and prevented their pressing 

the enemy in their retreat at a crisis v !:■■•! :i v.-o’.;!-,! i.:!'. e been most particularly 
desirable. TheE;'. ^ ’ ■■■■” '* — that t' — 

Dallas to him to (■■ ■■ -, . ■ ; with 

left, that he might not inapede the advance of our infantry. 

After having been driven to the necessity of desiring you to lay the above 
statement of the EajalTs conduct before the Nizam and the Minister, you will 

easily conceive that,' v- -ontinued in his 

pre.sent command. . i ‘ every military 

qualification that was ■ ■ ■■ ' ’ ■ • ' aced, yet being 

in hopes, when I wrot . ‘ ’•:.■■■ 'd in future be 

tractable, and probably fall into the hands of better advisers after the departure of 
Assud Ali Khan, I was unwilling to be the immediate cause 
disgraced; bu' '' 1' 

treacherously • ' j. ' ' ' ' ’ ' desire that 

you will request his. Highness in my name to recall him. I wish that I could 

r.”'’ — ’■ ■''' : recommendation of a ' I- T 

■' ' ■ 7 of those that have be ■ ^ ^ 

a station of so great importance. I have a very good opinion of Bochum Vihan, 
but his bad health renders him incapable of exertion of any kind. Mahomed 
Ameen appears to have several good qualities, but he is by no means a fit 
■person fbr the chief command,, and you are to recollect that if by any accident 
Assud Ali Khan should be thought of, I put the strongest negative upon his 
appointment for very substantial reasons, which perhaps I shall explain to you 
more particularly hereafter. 

1 fba.i :lu':ri;i\.rc ! r-'.y ’-t.piosi in general that the Nizam and the minister will 
i:i ;h(! .>c'vciioii a .‘<ucces.s;>r to,Ea}ah Teige Wunt, endeavour to send me a 
person in whom, for the interest of his. master as well as the other confederates, 
I may safely confide ; and if the idea should occur to them of placing the 
Nizam’s son in that situation, attended by so able an adviser as Mur Abul 
Oossim, you may readily assure them that the measure will 1 (; i>orfcotly 
agreeable to me, and that I shall receive him with the most incnisiK:'.! i-.avlis 
of attention and kindness. j am, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


No. LHI. 

EaBU COBlTWAMiIS TO CaTTAIN KeNNAWAT. 

Sib, Camp at Killimungulum, July 18, 1191. 

I vosiorday rtcvivc-l yow: hirer di;V(-d iho 2\Mh iiliiri.o, and although the 
answers y.ai gave iv regard ic, iS'lp-.smiia:' o" liiiTo pi fats, about which 
hisHighr.csj .-ruciru-d lo )-j *o very .'.'iiciu us iu i.-iv stTiriments, appear to 
me to have: !.!;;-.:-!y precludei! ii’.l iloubi in his ii.iud nrspotiiug my opinion, yet, as 
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the Nizam again intimates a desire to receive assurances directly from myself, 
I take the earliest opportunity of requesting that you will acquaint him that 
I shall receive the prince with every mark of kindness and respect, which 
it would he my duty as well as inclination to pay to a person of his high birth 
and exalted rank, and to the son of so faithful an ally to the Company, with 
whom I have had the happiness to form the closest political connexions, and for 
whom I personally entertain the greatest esteem. That I will give no decided 
answer to any propositions from Tippoo, except as far as it may relate to the 
assembling of a congress, nor enter into a discussion of terms of peace until the 
arrival of the minister, unless I should receive especial authority from his High- 
ness for that purpose, and lastly, that I can by no means consent to your leaving 
his court at the time when the minister himself will be absent, and when I have 
no means but through yourself of making any confidential communication to his 
Highness, ... j 

Cornwallis. 


No LIT. 

EaRl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Camp near Bangalore, Sept, t, 1791, 

I had the honour, in my letter dated at Vencatagherry on the 20th of 
April last, to give your Honourable Court an account of the principal operations 
of the army under my command prior to that period, and to communicate my 
inj-f - •>■1 Q • l practicable, with a view 

tol. : . ; ermination ; and although 

the ■■ ■ ■ , ■ i ■ :: upon my time, and press 

for. " ■ ' ' ' •. . ■ ‘ ot permit me to enter into 

mai ; .. I ■ .;he manner in which the 

pre: . ■■■ * g •, ' •. dty of passing the Caveri 

river, and the inactivity of the Nizam’s cavaliy, oi^erated as irresistible reasons 
to force me to desist at that time from undertaking the siege of the enemy’s 
•. . ■ ; ■ • •• '' . . .. that have materially contributed 

■!•■■■■ •■■■.• ogive a very favourable prospect 

■ • - ' ’■ . oeen adopted by all the members 

ol the confederacy for the ensuing campaign. • 

Previous to the conimencomcnt of my march to Po.h'gaj'.itai;;, Tiproo, i" addi - 
tion to the inoriilioaLion wliich he snrored from ihu hss of P):ii:giilc n;-, 
felt the consequences of that blow at .i. gi-c::i (iismmv, iii-.d o.:r from iis 

effects gained very decisive advantages. 

Tbe strong fortresses of Durwar and Gopaul had long bteen invested and 
j n_/r,..,xx._ ...j XT-- and with so little prospect of success, 

■ ■ ' consideration of the Courts of Poona 

and Hydrahad whether they should not convert these sieges into blockades to set 
tbeir armies at liberty for more active operations. But tbe hews of the fall of 
Bangalore, which ■ ■ ■■ ' ’ -.v ^ ■■ ly the garrisons of these 

places, so effectual'/ , in no shape reduced to 

extremity or even "■ ■ ■■ ■. ■ . . ■■ ■ ■. ' ■ ”1- 

tary store.s, which had been amasse’ ■ ''' ■ ■ at \ . 

feli into P “ : '-f r; , ■ tin-, ... I '.!.■■■ ■ ; ■ 

forming i ' in .-. i' ■ ■■ i.‘ i- i : 
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forcements from tRe Carnatic, tliey also oRtained complete possession of tRe wRole 
of tRe enemy’s extensive andvaluaRle territories laying Retween tReKRristna and 
Tumbuddra, 

NotRing of consequence occurred on tRe marcR from VencatagRerry to Banga-- 

lore, and after Raving taken out of ---i t , - . — 

stores and provisions to tRe utmC'. * 

general zealous assistance that I received from tRe officers of tRe army, and by 
all tRe draught and carriage cattle in tRe possession of tberulffic, bav?; g 

received information that General Abercromby witR a : a;.; enrg ir.)!-, v.-i- .('■■■, i:; 
addition to my own, I was in Ropes would be sufficient for tlie accomplishment 
of our object, was at the Read of the Poodicherrim Ghaut, and in readiness to 
co-oiDerate with me, I moved on the 3rd of May from the r.c^gbl'ourl'Oi.il of 
Bangalore with a respectable and sufficient corps of artillery, i;i(; N’/eio .i iiovst . 
His Majesty’s IQtli Regiment of Dmgoons, five regiments of native cavalry, six 
King’s regiments, and one of the Company’s European regiments, and seventeen 
1 

^ j. ■■ ■ ■ . ' , ■ ; • r"**'"*’" ■ '' 


: . rrived on the 8tR or 9tR of 


May. 

I knew that Re had long before given orders to bum the villages and to 
destroy the provisions and forage on all the roads by which we could march to 
Seringapatam, and therefore • • ■ ^ • '• M.-v >•- p^referable to another; 

but after the most mature «• ■ •' v.: 1 • . take the most easterly 

r ■ i ' Cankanelly, though it is not the shortest, 

1 « . r ■■ ■!■.■■■■■,' banks of the Caveri for many miles before we 

should reach Seringapatam ; and as there is no place of strength near the capital 
on the north side of the river in which I could lodge the heavy artillery and stores 
in security for a few days with a moderate garrison, T was in hopes that I might 
he able to cross that river with the whole army, and to effect a junction with 
Gei'icnil A1 cvc/omly, Rcvorc I .«! ould P;'..! it lioccjsc.vy io a; ['roach near to the 
uliiinaii! bijcc: of d o movereKv. 

It s-oop. rti'i (1 that only a sriuili r.-.ii.il-vrr o' I’io enePiv's ivi-. ibi:' lio-v.: l.:!;l 
loi'i; api oint:;'! to ariond !<> vf'ad : but by i;n ( Xlmcidlr iiry !)Oi!\iiy o;; 
part, ami a : iP.acovv.n'.ahk siipimnif'S rod v.-i-.r.l c;" cx(.r;:v;i; on the part of the 

Nizam’s cavalry, which neither my requisitions nor orders could overcome, we 
suffered some loss both in baggage and followers on the march, and not only the 
villages were laid in ashes, but all the inhabitants of the country on the whole of 
the road to Seringapatam, Avere also with the most unrelenting barbarity carried 
off, and more completely removed beyond our reach than could have been sirp- 
posed to be practicable. 

These severe moar-pvos of the- o’-c-my, a-id t’-r- iriiv.livi'.y of ibo Nizam’s 
cavalry, who could be ;.rovaiiL-l -o ar ad-sianoi,, f-eouooily occa- 
sioned a scarcity ii. i he cas-.j-. 1; ill foviv c for da- Cia;!': am! [:» vis Vor the 
followers; and in a country of which no minute or 'l-r.-’r'-'' ’ ' 

been published, or till now been obtained l;y any i = ■ ■ 

groaiest ’.nconvc-r.Urr-ees in many V-y il-r- removal of ihc: is. 

’.I be (..;iv(-ri h-- 1 believe, lower than it was durhm the groid(;.=t | art of 

li-'NTy : .■■■ ■■’ ,■ . I pretended to he ai.-quaiiiii-.i v.iiii ils 

■ ■■ upon that point, had ever started a 

uoubc re-’-- r vy artillery below Seringapatam, 
•I ' " !i ■' i finding from my own personal 
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or from tho ropovfs of mf'-llicrrr.t offcov? v-'lio were sent with, detacli- 
j, in .-c.ir.'ri! cl’ ro'-il.s ni (!:i7i:iv:;'i m!,';;-! iVoin ii.s bed being rocky and diffi- 

cult beyond what I have ever seen for so great a tract in any other river, it 
appeared nearly, if heaviest guns over at 

any ford that could ‘ '■ . .1 

After sever, il (Psir’-oii-tinr-rt? at other jilaces, I was for a short time encou- 
raged to hope i'l l.; :! f-rd i.'h.i:;, by considerable labour, be rendered practicable 
near the large village of Arrakerry, which lay upon our road, and about 9 or 
10 miles distant from the capital ; and if it could have been accomplished, my 
intention was to have possessed myself of the new fort of Mysore, which is only 
distant about 12 or 14 miles from that part of the river, and was described to me 
to be in so li'inivishcd a slsslc as to be incvj'ablc: of making a considerable resistance 
against our irrmy, ii oii/ii srf'ic’uii'.y .T.ivnrrod to be easily rendered with a gar- 
rison of ours, a safe depot for a few ‘‘v e—." --d ."-d 

make two or three marches with 1 : u ■ i’l''!, j;". : 

in order to jput myself between 'i' 7 • • : 1 c/ .\i ■ 1 ■: .1^. . ■. 

means render our junction easy and secure. 

The army arrived at Arrakerry on .1 of 

that ford, as well as of the river for .(■ a: . 1 ; it, 

.1 n.c i svi-ly in H.e f.'' Il.c l-.l!h lo relinquish all idea of being able to 

< :■!;!!! : niid aficr n-fxiuuh.ii.g every person in the army who 

r\’iis acquainted willi the river, my cspcctations of being n'’de to form an early 
jmiclion with General .\l« rcvo;>'.!;y -.■ ■■ic.d soi-'iy on i’s>-i:rai;c<i.s that the ford near 
'’TT. ' ■ . ’ ^ ‘9 miles above Seringapatam, over which 

i' i. A had frequently passed 12-pounders, and 
sometimes heavier guns, would he practicable. 

In the mean iime, l!Owcv.;r, T (T.uccivod Ihat Tippo--. had furiii.'licd an opening 
which would enaliie to ibrce ’•.•m :o risk anaciion, and I rc.-v.lvfrt] j:ot to Id, 
slip sc fnvoural-io an op].r”lnr.ity to endeavour to obtain the reputation to our 
arms v.-l.ic'. nii-sl tsooe-j.'-r.r'iy rti.s'di, fr,;::: a victory in the sip^^ ■■’f hi" eyvi.l. .'.■ d 
in the event of my being able to cut off the greatest part ■ : ; , - 

pared to follow up the advantage to the greatest extent that mignt be possible. 

Upon my arri ” : ■ w 1 which was marked for the encampment at 

Arrakerry, I saw ■ ' ' , i h of the enemy at the distance of about six 

miles in our front, who were drawn up with their right to the river, and their left 
b:> 11 r. a very rug^id and inaerr-.'-silf 0 appcar.-nco ; but I considered them 

in no oii:;-; a: i'.ai lirrsc ihii'i a» a largo (ifn-aciiaicnt sent to observe our 
motions, without any design to wait for our approach. 

My intention to pass the -^’ver at that- place, if the ford could be rendered 
practicable, and the hopes ilc. 'vcit? a; Jir?! iicid ou! of Mu- 'UiCCi s.s of I'un working 
.1 ,, li.e cmri]i iii Araliorry, and I then 

• ■ ' y a small part of the enemy’s force 

could he seen from the ground in our possession, yet that Tippoo with his whole 
aimy had or camped br-twoor. us and Seringapatam, his right covered by the 
Caveri, a;;'! ids ic;'i. <:xio»’.',ii:d along the front of a high mountain, with a deep 
swampy ravine, the passage of which was defended by batteries running along the 
whole of his front ; and that being encouraged by the advantage of this position, 
as well as tho.se of the intermediate ground, which by the river on our side, and 
a steep ridge of hills on the other, was narrowed to a space nowhere between the 

r*:-'-:''”- r a half, and within cannon-shot of his 

■ ■ determined, at the hiizard of the event 

of a battle, to endeavour to prevent our nearer approach to his capital. 
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la consequence of this information, and from my having ascertained from the 
few people in camp who had any knowledge of the adjoining country, as w'ell as 
from the observations of intelligent persons who were employed for the purpose, 
that it was practicable, though difficult, to cross the ridge on our right from the 

Orders were accordingly given with the utmost secresy to the principal officers 
who were to be employed, that the 19th Dragoons, the three strongest of the 
native regiments of cavalry. His Majesty’s six regiments, and twelve battalions 
of native infantry, with field-pieces only, should he in readiness to march at 
•• piquets and camp-guards behind, and their tents 
■ h these detachments and the remainder of the 
army (except the Nizam’s Horse, who were directed to follow me at daylight), was 
left in charge of the encampment, provisions, stores, and heavy artillery. 

We had suffered greatly during the preceding week by rains uncommonly fre- 
quent and heavy so early in the season ; but unluckily on that particular night 
we had for several hours the most violent thunder, lightning, and rain, that I have 
seen in h’-. 

The ■ ■ ' ■ . Qcampment having been intersected by some ruined vil- 

lages and inclosui-es, and several deep ravines, much valuable time was lost before 
it was possible to form the troops in the order of march which was directed ; and 
owing to the heavy rain and excessive darlmess of the night, I was obliged to halt 
so frequently, after I had begun to move forward, either on account of many of 
the regiments losing at different times the line of march, or of the wealmess of 
the gun-hullocks, which were jaded and exhausted by the severity of the storm, 
that I had only advanced a few miles when the day began to dawn, 

.‘i" ’ , •; 1 -. r ‘ ■■ able to execute my original plan, but 

■. • ‘ • that had been described to me as the 

' fidence in the valour and discipline of 
the King’s and Company’s troops, I determined to persevere in endeavouring to 
force Tip ])00 to hazard an action on ground which I hoped would be less advan- 
tageous to him than that which he had chosen, with the expectation that a com- 
plete victory might not only relieve many -of our temporary distresses, hut tend 
to bring the war to a very speedy -conclusion. 

The army therefore continued its march, and the movement had been so en- 
Ib'c’.y by 11 c < ■ cii-y, thal, wo had hcrun to iLr-icend Ihe hrigh.is on iho 

( ■ i< c docu rnwnc ■ ■ I Ivuc n.ciiiioi t v;, );:.<! a: i!.c dislaiico of iVdir or 
Jive f;Ti:‘. i; <■ !v:'i li.ci;- cai!'.;', before they took thee,larm. 

After some movements, the object of which could not for a short time he 
clearly ascertained, it r:r,.-..'irr;d thfi!. Tippeo, that we were ad- 
vancing by a route IV-r h.(- w.-.,- riv/jiirod, did no: decline to risk the 

event of a hatt’o in a nciv posiiion. He <!i.i!i{ d iimi Cvliaicly fiom his main 
body a large c.-";-,- and ciiv.;!.-y w;;.h oi;;!.': gm'-s, lo cccni'y the summit 

of a rising grooTid ah.;”! iwo fros!: liio cxi’-'-ndiy (.f his ic;V, which termi- 
nates to the northward in an abrupt precipice in the middle of a plain, and though 
d -some intermediate lesser heights rise 
• d • . 'Iwondhsrrc.tiiiiViillcylhai ’.vasinour 

, "i, and divided the ridge of hills that we 
I dr.rh'-g ihe idgi ; fr-.-m anf.-.i.vT steep ridge consisting principally of 

iv.'o nvnniTiiir;' (.)!i r. Mv.ji.i.-.irig of the southernmost of which stands 
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ilir Eiii'ijii'ir Pii.i-'-vl!'). ’•r-av’.y ai- niilii aridcs i'- the former at the distance 

(if i; iiiih; ar ! a iisiif, a:!'] (rxiL-.dinii vtay uc.!-: to the Caveri, opposite to 
the island of Seringapatam. 

Whilst the corps was on its inarch to possess itself of the summit that I have 
mentioned, Tippoo was employed in changing the front of his army to the left, 
covering his left flank with the steep hill which had heen in his rear, and his 
right flank with the ravine which ran along his former front. 

The disposition on our side for action could only be made on the ascent of the 
heights, to the summit of which the enemy’s detachment was then moving, and 
from which it was absolutely necessary to dislodge it before I could attack their 
main body. Our march was therefore continued in that direction across the 
valley, through which ran a continuation of the ravine which covered the enemy’s 
right ; but owing to the depth of that ravine, the wrak .ilale of Pn; gim-orhock.-, 
and the near approach of a large body of the eneni}'* i-firsc, li.ai, 'Jionijii n.- 
pul.sed in several attempts, ajjpeared to be prepared to take advantage of the least 

disorder ill 3' ■' " ■ 'f -I- r*’ •^-v- ^ .■/ter the passage of 

the head of'. « • •• " '■the same side of 

the ravine with the enemy, and consequently before the disposition for action 
could he completed ; and during that time we suffered some loss from the guns 
on the heights opposite to the head of the oolumn, and were severely galled by a 
well-directed though distant fire from the artillery of the enemy*s main body, 
which had formed nearly parallel to the direction of our march. 

Under these difficulties, and under the disadvantage of the want of all satis- 
factory local information, beyond what could be seen, of the intended field of 
battle anl battalions were formed opposite to the 

enemy’s - .• •• the command of Major-General Medows 

and Lieut.-Colonel Stuart, four battalions in a second line under Lieut. -Colonel 
Harris, and five under Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell were destined for the attack ■of the 
t^iicuiy’.s o’l tl(c ••iimiMii'. of the hill upon our right. This attack had been 
j o:i(:i! umiL si .• oiiicr parts of the disposition could be made, and 
by JiK iiii.s ■J'.i!»|,".ro be »’:'‘ectually awed, and prevented from naaking 

any atiom|)r. on the hank or rear of those troojts whilst they were moving forward 
to drive his detaclmu'iit from their post. Our own cavalry and the Nizam’s Horse 
were left out of the reach of the cannonade, on the descent of the rising ground 
on the opposite side of the ravine, in readiness to take advantage of any confusion 
they might observe in the enemy’s army ; and orders were given to Lieut.- 
Colonel Maxwell, after succeeding m ’'*■ .e""’'' ?’■. t* l-.-ro r-’y v i p;.. ■ i.-. 

retain po.-!Scssion of the summit of; ■„ /: ■ ■■ ■; 

remainder of his corps, and endeavc,.-- : '"i i. . ■!; t 

covered the 1 ''' f,.' ‘1 , r ""'ny. 

A rocky ' ' . i -h.- " : .. ■ to the troops from the enfilade 

from the hill on our right, during the time U.-.-!- i : - • -i’ . ■ 1 -I 

making the disposition and fonning the lines . ■■■' ' ' ■! 

the action by ordering Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell' ■ ■ ' ... . ■ ■ i - 

right, and upon observing that he had without much loss or difficulty completely 
succeeded, I moved forward with the main body of the army, and the action .soon 
became general along the whole front. 

The enemy’s cavalry that had harassed us, and frequently .Tttcrr.pt--d 'to break 
in upon the infantry whilst the column was passing the ravu;;', made no .sumd 
after we were jircpared to advance, r3rtofitrc:/i".atin.c:tot.he v.-c,':.v.-i!ril of ilii! ridge 
on which the Karighaut I’agoila Siam!.', wiiii tbc; ij::iii:.!ry ihav jiad beti: 
from the hill by Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell, and the remainder falling in-to (the rear 
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of tlie main army. Their infantry on this occasion showed a much better coun- 
tenance than usual, which perhaps may be principally attributed to Tippoo’s own 
presence and exertion amongst them ; but in a short time they began to waver, 
and soon after, ur-m tin:: c.avfih-y moving towards their right, and three battalions 
of Lieut.-Colonei Mexv.-e'.i's c;.,rps advancing rapidly to gain the heights on their 
left, they entirely gave way. 

At this moment our - .-- '-y - --Tant charge, but after dispersing 
■ and almost destroying ; ' ' • ■ ' that made a very determined 

resistance, were soon obliged to fall bach from a more considerable body of infantry 
that had rallied and made a stand on a space of broken ro'‘''T ‘ .1. : " ' 

disadvantageous for cavalry ; and at the moment of their ■. . 

whole of our first line was impeded by it, the Nizam’s Horse, which had followed 
Colonel Eloyd across the ravine, with very good intentions, but very injudiciously, 
threw themselves in an unwieldy mass into the front of our left wing, on a piece 

d ■ ’ ■■■ ’■ well as so near to the enemy’s batteries on the 

. could not act with efficacy in front, and con- 
tinued to prevent our line of infantry from advancing, by which means an invalu- 
able though short space of time was lost, which enabled the enemy to avail them- 
selves of the vicinity of the batteries upon the island, and, by retreating to their 
protection in the utmost confusion, to save their army from entire destruction. 

Fatigued and exhausted as the troops were by the badness of the night, the 
tediousness of the march, and by their long and extraordinary exertions during 
an excessive hot day, and covered as the beaten enemy were by the works on the 
island, and by the guns of the fort, nothing more could then be attempted ; and 
the army accordingly, after the arrival of the tents from Arakerry, o; d y:-! 
beyond the reach of the cannon on the island, and nearly on i-.e '.od, 
which the action had terminated. 

Three of the enemy’s guns were taken on the hill that was attacked by the 
corps under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell, and one gun with a great 
number of standards and colours, were taken from their main body. Their loss 
in men was very considerable, but the number could not be ascertained. 

It may probably apj)ear to you and to any other persons unacquainted with 
the peculiar situation of Seringapatam, that after having defeated the enemy’s 
array I might have proceeded to the attack of the place without losing time, or 
putting myself to any material inconvenience to form a junction with General 
Abercromby ; but even if I had thought the heavy guns that I had brought with 
me sufficient for the siege, I could uot there, as at Bangalore, choose my point of 
attack, and keep my army in a compact state to resist the whole force of the 
enemy and defend my approaches. In order to besiege the fort it would have 
been necessary to force my passage over to the island, and this can only be done 
on the north side, opposite to the Karighaut Pagod-. -- •, I " • 

a distance of more than a mile from the fort ; for , '' ' ■ 

only very ■■■ ■■ ■ ’!,■■’ , '■. ‘ , -ise commanded, within seven hundred 

yards, by ^ '■ < i the bridge which is still standing on 

Lhat sid(', l.'a ImmediaLciy v.'- i - ; . , ' ' ' . 

The ' the river j and as Tij)poo 

would ''' I ' ‘ \ ■' ■■■■ ,r with his army to that side, as soon as he saw 

my Laltcru's in suflicipnt forwardnc.ss to enable me to force tlie passage of the 
uorlhern lord, I should liave been exposed, on getting upon the island, to a cross 
i’ve from fbo tort m.d -n vA !.ie roejay’s arsuy, w;.:';:; lu.i, culyhave ren- 

<; red i:i U v rn!: i-' n da- woidd i rol -ably have obliged 

me m abaudou the isiand with considerable loss. 
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It was therefore necessary, before any attempt could be made upon the island, 
that a force able to resist the aP"''' ,■ should be stationed 

on the south side of the river, ' , ' '.by my joining some 

of my battalions to the corps under General Abercromby ; and I therefore deter- 
mined, after allowing the troops to recover themselves a little from their fatigues 
by a halt of two days on the field of battle, to proceed to the Kannamhaddy ford 

■ . ' . 1 ■■ 3 Mysore country that I have seen, is in general 

dry, and by nature unfruitful, and sustenance either for men or animals can only 
bo raised upon it ’ y '■ ■ -t , ■■■ its inhabitants; but the 

country adjoining ■! and barren. The moun- 
tains are immense . . ■ ■ ■ : - v i. ■ are so thinin soil, and so 

universally and closely covered with large loose: ; r.o Cvr/t-’ide.-ai.-lr, pro- 
duce ( 1 I’ ■ •. ■■ ■ y of industry whatever. 

T1 ■ during the two pre- • 

ceding months, to destn -gc and provi- 
sions belonging to the '■ ■■■ -•. ' • and to those 

circumstances, of so much disadvantage to the operations of the army, was to be 
added the premature setting in of the monsoon, near a month before the usual 
period ; and by the united oijeration of the causes that 1 have stated, we had not 
only, during the sis or eight preceding days suffered very considerable losses 
amongst our draught and carriage cattle, but the greatest part of those which 
survived, were at tliis time reduced to a very weakly condition. 

We were obliged to make so great a detour that we could only reach the Kan- 
nambaddy ford in two marches ; and as the face of the country is exceedingly 
uneven and hilly, intersected with a number of deep ravines, and tbo road for the 
heavy guns was to be made the whole way by our own pioneers, these marches 
wore found so difficult that, notwithstanding the pressure for time, I was forced 
to halt one day after the first march, by the draught cattle having been completely 
exhausted in accomplishing it. 

Considorahlc ilctachmcnis of trooxDs were ordered to attend and assist the heavy 
guns on the second day’s march ; but the bullocks [were so extremely reduced, 
that even with the aid of the soldiers a* ixmo gQ 

tedious that the body of the army was ■ • , ■ ■ ‘ as 

many miles, and the rear-guard did not reach the encampment near the ford till 
nine o’clock in the evening of the 20th of May. 

It was not however till after I had received the reports from the different 
il ' ■ . . ' , morning, of the general wretched condition of the 

' I it I saw the impossibility of moving the heavy guns 

aud .■•!':.rv=< fron llie whc;7‘o they tV.c:' wfro, and that it became necessary for 
: ;0 1 :) (Icci Ic ( Vi '■■eifti.iiii.'hirg or.vl-ely i i i> pvi.-v-i.-e!;; :<.ii of the plan for the campaign, 
in which General Abercromby hr..' he-.::; d !o cs,— orr.'io. 

I then lost no time in di-icrs:. to General Aber- 

cromby, who had advanced as far as Periapatam; and I directed him, after 
descending the Ghaut with the troops under his command, to imt them into 
cantonments on the coast of Malabar during the rains, and until the inoper season 
sh.,:ii’d 'oli!!-:! fV.r ri iV/mnmrebiu our overations. 

'Ihe ' i' 'rVi-ni h " 

i : ■ . ■ ' . . I . who ’ , . : ■ ■ !■ ..,'i ■, > 

and more inattentive to my requisitions than ever. 

Far from rendering the services that I had expected from so numerous and 
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powerful a body of horse, in facilitating our foraging and covering extensive tracts 
of country, from which our followers as well as themselves might have obtained 
considerable supplies of provisions, they ] , 

the commencement of our march from Bangalore, naruiy ever sent a detacnment 
beyond the piquets of our infantry, and had persevered in exhausting the small 
stock of forage and provisions which, in spite of the devastation made by the 
enemy, Avas generally found within the bounds of the encampments, and whicli, 
if we had not been encumbered with them, Ave could have commanded for the 
use of our own army. 

By this extraordinary degree of obstinate supineness, that large body of men, 
with their horses and numerous followers, about this time experienced the 
severest distress from scarcity, and the vast multitude of people belonging to our 
army, for whom it is impossible for the public ‘to carry a stock of provisions, were 
reduced to nearly the same situation. Eice became so dear in the bazars that 
, either the pressure of hunger or the temptation of the extravagant prices proved 
too powerful against all precautions that could be taken, and occasioned depre- 
dations of the grain that had been provided and brought with us to supply the 
fighting men of the army to so alarming an extent, that the apprehension that 
there would he a Avant ©f grain for the soldiers long before the stores that had been 
provided for them ought to have been expended, -operated poAverfully Avith other 
reasons, to force me to fall back to Bangalore. 

N' ■ ■. r,> • ■ v tssities were to move nearer to our supplies, 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ . ■ to employ his whole force against General 

.■ i ■■ . remain m Try pos'ti'-'u roar the ford, AA-bich 

held the main be h.* v’. ■; ‘ ■■■ < 'jiyaJiv.., m.ii! I 

have reason to . • i of all danger of being 

interrupted in his retreat, by Tippoo’s either marching in peraon or considerably 

■ T ’■> r he ’ ■ 1 . "diich alone was 

■ ; me ; • ■ ■ ‘ . • .' ! ,, General Aher- 


cromby any material molestation. 

Tn f'-'O mean time T jr.A-o direc!'.'-!-.-- to burst olevon heavy guns (eight eighteen 
ii'.ii'. I.' won’. y to bury snid destroy the mililary .stores that 

coiiM v.ov, 1; ‘ ciivici: vi'.i: r->, i::iC to deliver nearly the whole of the rice incur 
possession to the troops, which, on a calculation of easy marches, Avould have been 
sufficient to subsist them until they should arrive at Bangalore — measures AA'hich 
had noAv become the more ‘-'—--.V; — ll’!' ■ the losses of 

public cattle that we bad - • ■ . ■ . ■ i ■ ■ ■ i ■ ■ . nentioned, an 

epidemic disorder, not uncommon in this country, had broke out amongst them, 
and had carried off several thousands in a few days. 

N.-' ■ ’ . enough to give ample time to General Ahcrcromby to 

fall . ! ■ ■ .1 moved from mv encampment near the lo’-d on the 

moinmgof. J- v ^ . i.. y i' d _,'ii < , >> i . ' .nploy a 

fGAV months -■ i - '.i. o . ' ’ a ' ' . a ... i'v( > \ , 1 neces- 

I ' " 'i '’.'.1 i.j: 0'' • - (<■ 1 / <. . I as soon 

. 1.1 ..:L Cl > .-s ■ . | 1 : j I i, : ! 1 I . , = O 3 . .Oi . i 1 1 . i , . . I ■ I : to make 

1 ,.s .r.e C-, .-1 ....i;:.: .ii. v hi..; a. right to 

oxr.ct f'v,n jv;:r. 


'.M:;, 1 .1 ’ 1 (I 's ' '.t '( the fil st day’s cucamp- 
j .( -i.., 1 \i, !! \ ..7y.-.u .-11! { i' r,v.- ■■ M'.u'.'iri.i mcssengers had arrived 

t.- !::o ij.-u ilrir;)- -.a i;r]rii..-.s. ij;. hr . . -’v , '’TT:.'v ?■ ■ ' 

and PuKeram Bhow, were at no great distance from 
corps under Appa Saheh, Purseram Bhow^s son, was almost in sight. 
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I Pad for ' ■' ■ ■ 1 ’ 7 ’ the Marattas, 

'with whose ^ . >■ igh I saw that 

their junction at this critical time would he attended with many advantages to 
the common cause, I could not help lamenting, as not only our heavy guns were 
now destroyed, but General Abercromhy’ ■ ■ ^ ’ r 'i-a nu_o„+t.. 

that hy their tardiness in commencing . - ■ ■ 

been deprived of all ki ' ' d v vigilance of the enemy’s 

light troops, and the : ' ■ ' ' \ cavalry, an opportunity 

was lost which could not now be recalled, to drive the enemy’s whole army, that 
had so recently been humbled by a defeat,, and would not have dared to keep the 
field, into the island of Seringapatam, where its distresses must soon have reduced 
Tippoo to the necessity of submitting to the terms of peace that we might have 
prescribed to him. 

I took measures, however, iivmcdir.toly for fixing as early a day as possible 
for an interview with the chiefs, !>y a r.aivev.u:.;: of both armies took place 

three days after ; and as, it was of great consequence to cultivate a good under- 
standing with them, I said very little on the just grounds which I had' to complain 
of the lateness of their arrival, and contented myself at the first meeting with 
obtaining a knowledge of the nature of their instructions and of their future 
intentions. 

They made the most explicit declarations, that they were ordered hy the 
Peshwa, and that it was, equally their own inclination, to act entirely in concert 
with me ; and in the course of two or three conferences it was not only settled 
that all the confederate forces should keep the field in • ' ■ 

the rains, hut they also acquiesced in a general arranj. . • ■ ■■■■ , . 

d'. *'■ '>oipal objects of which were to give me an 

■ , ■ ! Caamatic, to enable me to draw from thence 

operations of the ensuing campaign, ' ' • .i. ■ ' 

T'- i-hn n,.r«anaa r\f i-'ho ong i ' , 

Having stated to ■ , -,1 . : i ' • ' 

communication with t' • . • i 

droog, by which Purseram Bhow had marched from Daiwar, they agreed to relin- 
quish it, and to he satisfied with that by Sera and Boydroog, which I recom- 
I would delay my march to the eastward, 
: ■ !ram Bhow had left upon his. route could 
join the army or be sent hack across the Tumbuddra, to which, upon their 
assurances that we should be able to purchase from the grain-dealers attached to 
them a suflaicient quantity of grain to- subsist our troops and followers, for some 
time to come, I consented. 

In order therefore to effect those purposes, v.o haPed frcqucv.lly, nrd bavini, 
soon after the junction of the Marattas, sent beck lothc Niz;;::; eli iho.-c; of i.’.s 
troops that had either from the loss or the weakness of their horses become unfit 
for service, ■ ' i ■ ■■ '"v. ■hr'” yp -rgh slowly, towards 

P.T' ; .■■■ ■ ; ■■ \ ‘ that place, it was 

■ ' . ■ ' . •• '■ Bhow’s wishes to move with the army 

■ ■■ ' '■ ■ ■ " I': • ■ . ■ li . .. ds Sera, to secure that communication 

^ ‘Pp'.: adjoining country, according to the plan that had 
■ ■ .with bis division and the Nizam’s cavalry, remaining 

with our army. 

After drawing from Bangalore four- heawy guns and a supply of provisions, I 
marched from the neighbourhood of that place on the 15tb of July, towards 
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Oussore, a fortress upon wMch Tippoo Las bestowed rr-'r-’' -v-:i _ 

but wMcb, though in a very defensible state, was not ■ ■ 
garrison abandoned the place on the approach of a detachment that I had sent 
forward to invest and summon it, but they at the same time sprung a mine 
under one of the batteries, that- did considerable damage, and attempted, though 
unsuccessfully, by a train to blow up the powder magazine. 

Conformable to my pirn, T plr.crd tb-:- ^-oavy guns and the spare stores and 
provisions, in the fort Oi-ss’-n; '.vi'.is :■ g: ■c l garrison ; and the damage occa- 
sioned by the explosion was ordered to be repaired with all possible expedition. 
A strong escort was at the same time sent to bring a large convoy of various 

"• ■ , --ny marched to support a brigade that I had de- 

tached to endeavour to reduce the hill forts adjoining to the Palicode Pass, by far 
the easiest and best in the Avhole range of mountains that divide the Mysore 
country from the Carnatic ; and in a few days we were fortunate enough, by the 
spirited behaviour of our troops and the pusillanimity of the garrisons, to obtain 
ii .-"ficlvi' t numbcr of those small but exceedingly strong places to 
■ '■'•a march of our convoys, and to render it 

■ . ■ • to send troops into the Barramaul. 

I conceive it to be needless to trouble you with a detail of the preparations 
that will be made in the course of the next two months for ensuring success to 
the plan of 'r.Tr.v.'.l: r's f-'- v'ns;:i;:g campaign, which will be nearly similar to 
that which ■■■■■:■< i-.lo’.'i-.-l fcr ; and should therefore content myself with 

assuring you that no exertions of mine shall be wanting to render them complete, 
and that 1 have an entire confidence in meeting with the most thorough support 
f-ni! all y'i;r is. 



of( ' •• 

by the gallantry and good conduct of the ' 

: . ■ ‘ ■■ .■■■■,(■'■ ; o 

far from Sera. 


•do r.n alii-:; pi to disturb the country 
which he has boon curj Vr'dy f lied 

i.. i.i i ' > I 

. •« ■ ■ ' had 

' . . not 


I cannot say that I was much surprised at this accident ; and indeed, notwuth- 
standing my repeated recommendations to them to he cautious in detaching, and 
to avoid had and distant posts, they are so apt to deviate from system in the exe- 
cution of any plan, that I am afraid they must feel the ill consequences of im- 
provident conduct still more severely, before I shall he able completely to command 
their attention. 


The inconveniences which the expense of this war must occasion to your 
fir:riric:.s have me tl.o rir.ci!;-,: c-.ncern; hut on the other hand it is a 
«o!i"(y p'-u ;■> ii-: i: \ to every other person who feels for 

the interest and honour of the Company and the nation, that there is at present a 
T ■ .e acquisitions to the 

' " ■ ' ■ ■ • ' ■ 's' i with the humiliation 

ot a Prince who forced us to draw the sword hy a wanton violation of a solemn 

treaty, and whos'' “v v— y- " , -i; ,] 1 

position, and by : ‘ ..I.' ... , ■=/ given just cause of 
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alarm for tlie safety of your r.''Sf:r?slor.s in th's I'pvt of Turlia, n’^.cl has long ren- 
dered him an object of the ;,;i o:ii-.-. 

T' ' ” h ’ '■ '■ was by the consideration of the state of your finances, 

to . ■ ' • ■ .."1 '■ .'i!' ■ -■■■. ; bring the war to a speedy con- 
clusion, the information tl .1 . ! situation of political affairs in 

Europe operated also strongly to induce me to make an effort to reduce the 
(.■.rrif.P, r.r.d by that nr. ■. ■ ‘ 1 ■ ■ , ■ ’ ; " re the setting 

!:. Ilf ;'i:e ! I rl, and ' ‘ ■ . ■ -i ■ . ■ ■ combined to 

counteract my endeavour to shorten in that manner the duration of the war, yet, 
whilst the failure has reflected no disgrace upon the British arms, the attempt 
has in other respects produced many solid advantages to the common cause, and 
without having been attended with any material addition to the expense which we 
must necessarily have incurred, if the army had during the same period remained 
in a state of inactivity. 

I have reason to be persuaded that all instances on my part would have been 
ineffectual, and that notMng but an apprehension that their interests might suffer 
by their not being present at the rcdi'.ction of Scringa|>atain, could have pre- 
vailed upon both the Maratta chiefs to leave in other hands the collection of the 

revenues in the enemy’s fertile northern dominiom' ’ ■' .'.’“1 

advance so rapidly to the southward to form a . ' ' ■ 

consequence of the junction, and of their having consented to remain with their 
numerous and powerful cavalry to act in concert with us, that we have been able 
for so long a period to hem Ti; • ' - . ‘ . ;■ . 

and to deprive him of all revel . - • • . 

his extensive territories. At • . ■ ■ . •• • • ' ■ ■ ' 

from the inactivity of the Nizam’s cavalry, and I expressed my dissatisfaction in 
the strongest terms at the behaviour of the chiefs, I was perfectly sensible that 
even their imoscnce contributed to awe the enemy, and was otherwise of value as 
’ , . ■ ■ , j no ground to 

iii ! ■••• ■ • ; T other shape than that of 

'orces such 

. 'I .■ V ... . V , of almost 

every quality which a military commander ■ rr-'-i-y’r-r 

several chiefs under him, who, from their 

must naturally become his advisers, or have great influence with liim, but on 
whose honour and fidelity his Highness should , 1 .* ■'’:r 

I have from time to time conveyed these ■••••:• .• 's'. d * 

Minister iii ihe un'.sl. c.vplic’t tfm'.s, ar.d T bn*.-:- . r ■ .o’ i ■ 

the im,pr.'K.=i;-in that uiv re; v':.y:-n::>.::o:iri i.avc • : '■ 

■ ■ ■ ■■■'.: > ■ ' ■ ■ m, Seenudah 

, ■ ■ . ■ .\. ■ : 1 ■ ! le has given 

me the strongest assurances through Meer Allum, who lately arrived in camp, 
that the Minister, with all the intended reinforcements, in which the two Com- 
pany’s battalions in his pay will be included, shall, conformable to my desire, join 
me before the end of the month of October. 

Reduced as Tippoo’s resources now are, and diminished and dispirited as his 
army must he 1 " " ■ -v ■!-- ’’tt’: -'’his being de- 
sirous of peace, ’! .■ I ■ . ■ ‘ his haughty 

mi: ' ' ■ ■ ■■ . terms wbiob ilc Abl'-.-, f.-,):.: a c-.naidoir.ticn 

of ■ ■ : .■ ■■ [ ■ ■ ■■ ..jgjit to !',.r ■.'..‘..'.r 

1 1 - - ,-’.1 < \, will think it necessary to Impose him. 

Ailoi- l.:iv;pg been equally unsuccessful with the Peshwa and the Nizam as 
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witli myself, in frequent attempts during tlie last three or four months to create 

jealousies a' ■' ' ■ C 'y'" " "-at' ~ 

with them'..' : ‘ i- ■■ f . ■ - i 

at last thought proper to comply with my recommendation to address himself at 
* the same time to the three Powers, and to request permission to send a Vakeel to 
treat with them collectively. 

Perm' ■ ■ ■ . «■, "V 'I-'L as the Vakeel preferred claims re- 
specting ■ ■ ■■ ■ the mode of opening the negotiation 

■ 't ’ .> ’1 ■ . ‘ i’. ’"^y. with, and from 

■■ . . itwas thought 

most advisable by Huriy Punt and Meer Allum (who are invested with full 
powers from their respective Governments), as well as myself, that he should he 
r:--|Ui-';:frd. r.ftr-r hnvir^ given him a few days for consideration, to return to his 
m.'..-",or, ; .■ iiecord'r.Jy proceeded to. him 'from Bangalore on the 24th of last 

month. 

"We have not yet received any further message from Tippoo, but I think it 
highly probable that he will soon renew Lis proposition for opening a negotiation ; 
and should lie at any time appear to be seriously disposed to acquiesce in terms of 
accommodation which a regard for your honour and interests, as well as those of 
the Allies, will render it incumbent on us- to demand, the strongest considerations, 

1 p'.iblie ]■'■'vatr•, will insure my most cordial exertions to bring this con- 
ies: 10 a hi'c- dy '. 

I must however confess, that although it may be possible that in case of his 
other schemes being unsuccessful, he may see the necessity of submitting to our 
demands before the confederate forces shall be completely ready to move again 
towards his capital, yet I see no. good reason to believe that he has any other 
design at present than that of endeavouring to disunite the Confederates by under- 
bill ;',1. ii trigii-is rnmiigi! Ibrm : and I shall certainly therefore not relax in the 
si'iuii'.:.®! i:i ihe necessary; goon as 

1l'.o son.''.:' v.-!ll :■) r•;^.suI^le the mo.-. *. ' offensive 

operations. 

You are so well informed by your own records of the characters and disposi- 
tions of our Allies, that I need hardly state to you that in transacting business 
... t,i. ...... 1 ^ -- .. — --v.rn ■'anguage, manners, and customs, 

■ '1 ■ ■ ■ ' ■ le military science, and so liable 

. ." private and scllish views, many 
difSeulties are unavoidably experienced ; and I shall only assure you that neither 
temper nor perseverance shall he wanting on my part to preserve union amongst 
the different members of the Confederacy, and to draw the utmost exertions that 

I ■ ■ 0 /■ . ; ! . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■. :■ . tement of the 

oceun'ences of the last campaign and of our present situation, and before I con- 
clude this letter I must, in j.ustice to the ofSeers and soldiers both of the King’s 
and Company’s troops who compose this army, give my public testimony, that 
during the course <■ ... ■■■ •,. ’ ? 

been singularly ard ■■■■,.. ■ .. ■ .; = ■ . ' .■■■,.,■■ . ■■ =, 

gallantry in action, ,. . ■ ■ ' 

their country, toaii extent which in my ■■.. led hy any 

troops whatever, and which gives Ihcm j. J-.-' ■ . : . , ; and most 

substaiitial marks- of your approbation. . . . 

I have, &c., 

CoENWALLIS. 
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No. LV. 

Eael Cornwallis to Colonel Mackenzie. 

SiB} Camp near Bangalore, Sept 21, 1191. 

Tlie members of the Supreme Board have transmitted to me a copy of 

‘ including the correspondence that has jiassed in consequence of 

• ippened between Mr. Paterson, Civil Magistrate at Dacca, and 

i'. ■ i : , Commanding Officer of the troops in that district, and have 

requested my sentiments upon the subject. And it gives me great concern to 
find myself obliged to say, after perusing these papers, that the opinions main- 
1 j ^ . -.---X- ■(.epiignant to the 

!■■■■', "■ L ^ with the state of 

■ ■ , ■ ■■ ■ ' the military power is legally placed under the Company’s 

civil governments in India. 

It is of great consequence for the public good that a strict discipline should be 
established, and that habits of obedience to the legal orders of their superior 
officers should be uniformly enforced amongst all the troops in the King’s or 
Company’s service ; but in the eye of the constitutional law of Britain, which in 
that point strictly , ■ ” ' , ” — '’'■"'^’a, it is of still more import- 
ance that no mil ■ % ■ ' j ' • ■ • '"ption should be suffered to 

attempt to resist, or even to affect the least independence of the civil power. No 
right however or princiifie of discipline exists, which entitles an officer to expect 
that illegal orders shall be executed, and as the order proposed by Captain 
Maxwell for the guidance of- the Sepoys upon guard at his house appears to have 
been of that dosoriiition, his conduct i. I-.,- l : -’■rd I do 

not conceive that any act could have 1 (..;i men; (;:v .!*• .1 ■. uM ! i'.vc boon 

in them to have obeyed it, by making use of their arms to resist Mr. Paterson, or 
that a greater insult could have been offered to Government, than that of charging 
those soldiers with submission to the authority of a civil magistrate, as a crime 
against military discipline, before a General Court-Martial. 

My opinion is, that.it will in general be found most expedient both for the 
purposes of substantial justice, and for the jirevention of jealousies and misun- 
derstandings between civil and military officers, that when military men are 
charged with crimes which come rmder the cogniza- ■ 

magistrate should apply for the delivery of them to •. ■ i 'i . 

station or corps to which they may happen to belong. Bi.! IJTa.w.dl 

■■■■ n . . advert, that although the avh-K-s v.v.r dcir.'ciV} 

. ^ ■ ■ ■ lilitary officers would be liable, if they should upon 

the application of the civil magistrate, refuse to deliver up to him, or to aid and 
assist him in apprehending, any accused persons under their command, neither 
the articles of war, nor any other statute, require of the civil magistrates that 
they should make such applications to the military officers, if they should judge 
it more advisable to endeavour to secure military offenders in any other manner. 

There are many objections to apublic discussion of . 

and 1 conceive that few cases can occur, in which a , . , , > 

the c’ph?; cf subordination would not render it the- j ‘ ' ' " 

to :■ murmur to . . C , ■ ' ’■’oh he 

serves. And it has therefore ' ■ ■ . upon 

■ ■ . , . remonstrate against a 

2 M 
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decisioa of Government, in a case where, after stating your first opinions, you 
have no share of puhlic responsibility, and that you have done it in a style and 
form, which nothing less than a direct attack upon your honour and moral cha- 
racter could have lendcrcd in any degree justifiable. 

I am fully persuaded that neither yourself nor Captain Maxwell have been 
conscious that you were acting friths ir':7”‘r-r'f.ty towards Oovernment, and it has 
therefore given me great pain io i-i in. ■..rr A.-j •...■(■■.■.'.-i'.y, ■:! the due discharge of 
my duty, to declare an unfavourable public opinion upon your conduct. 

I trust that your own reflection and good sense will sufficiently point out to 
you a line for all parts of your public conduct, which can give Government no 
ground in future to complain of you ; and I must desire that you will inform 
Captain Maxwell, that after Government had come to a determination upon the 
principle of the case which had been submitted to them in conseq^uence of the 
dispute between him and Mr. Paterson, I consider his pertinaciousness in 
making further remonstrances upon the subject as deserving my highest disap- 
probation. I am, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 


Ko. LYI. 

Pbom the Seceet Committee to the Goveenoe-Geneeal m Cotooil. 

[Secret.] Eeceived Oct. 1191, 

Mt LoeD, East India House, May 6, 1191. 

. . . We cannot conclude this letter without referring to the present 
state of the Nabob of Arcot and Eajah of ^ d 'nter- 

ference you have been obliged to assume in - . i' " ' ' col- 

lection and due administration of their revenues. The grounds which led to that 
interference will necessarily prevent the countries, belonging either to the Nabob 
or the Pajah being restored to their imrr.odinto •"-.‘I'-ngei-i-ent, until their propor- 
li.iii i-:' ;i-s' '.V::!- he a“'d ib(> an’oens which remained due 

for the Peace contribution are completely liquidated, unless, in the mean time, 
any arrangement should be foimed on the principles stated in Lord Cornwallis’s 
letter of 11th September, 1790, to tbe Nabob, for securing a punctual payment 
in future, without retaining the management of the revenues under the Com- 
pany’s direction. 

This may be very difficult to be accomplished, but if any plan really adequate 
to the purpose can be proposed, both the circumstances of the case, and the 
assurances given by Lord Cornwallis to the Nabob in the letter referred to, 
iiu h;- ’i,.c 1o cc! I'iiC!! ii i .H'!. !; u. =s proposcd by the Nabob or Rajah 

'll!''' .1 ■'O'- fan. 1 C' il i. ( -■ idjli 1 ' 

>< " ' I' " • \i n . ( 1 0 I ‘o 1 ' > ^1 ( ■> 1 I I f c 

I ' U ii ’ ' ^ V ’ c ■ ’ Lf 'f y 1 c 0 ‘ f I 'I J \ ’ i ( ' 

’ll’ ■" ’( 1 , • O' a '’t ' « ( , I c' '1 I ' 

OL tne prusoiiiiwar, means should, if possible, be Ibund otbringiug belli Iho jSabob 
aiid the Rajah voluntarily to concur in leaving the management of the countries 
permanently in the hands of the Company, on condition of their continuing to 

t’- ■; ■ .■■■. . ■■■ .Ifferent 

■■ V.. '! , ■- to you 

(■.V ■ s ■ : .s t which 
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has for some time subsisted in tlioE . - i ' T; ' 

selves that the experience of the ! '■, ■■■ , 

the revenue in our hands, may satisfy both the Nabob and the Rajah, that the 
continuance of the system now adopted will in fact be as advantageous to their 
true interests as to our own. 

By the possession our servants now have of the revenues of those countries, 
they are furnished with the means of obtaining accurate knowledge of their 
actual state and resources : we trust these advantages will be duly improved for 
the purpose of correcting past errors, and laying a solid foundation for the future 
good government of those countries. It is a cruel feeling to reflect on the sin all 
progress to improvement these valuable countries have made under the govern- 
ment of their proper rulers. The Resident of Tanjore, Mr. Ram, says that in the 
Rajah’s country there is from 1786 a balance of upwards of 13 of les 
unaccounted for. Tu o;n|!:;ry, P'.is torr.s oi:i lo be '.he fact, i. is ■•sil'e 
the Rajah can wish ;br ;:;o corrim.:!!: ;;;! o;'n”c:: a Mi'-'stcr. 

The state of the trooyis kept up by the Nabob deserves the particular atten- 
tion of the Governor-G-eneral, when he I" !’ •, 

Sibbendies, necessary for the collection o' : ‘ i ■ ir ■ ' ■ - 

some, and it is impossible he can pay both them and ours. 

"We have, &o. 


No. LVn. 


BaBL COBNWALIiIS TO SiB 0. OAKELET. 

Sir, , Camp near Seringapatam, Fell. 23, lt02. 

I this day received the obliging congratulations of the Board, dated the 
17th inst., for which I re(iuest that you will assure them of my grateful acknow- 
ledgments. 

The negotiation which I mentioned in my letter of the 20th is still pending. 
Some difficulties were stated by the Yakeels relative to peculiar circumstances 
vi'sr'cclv’-;; Tirroo’s two elder sons, neither of whom, as I understand, are 
iiii'.’i.-'.i',', \<y 1 :i.;i to be his heir. Some objections were likewise offered by them 
1'.) Ib'i j-o:-: c- iv.rlicvJnr places, on the plea of their being ancient po.^i.scssions, 
fii-d pj'cpos.'.is v.er.; nu'.de for paying part of the stipulated sum in jewels or 
goods. 

To all these points I have given distinct and decided answers, and have 
required that the business may be brought to an immediate issue. The Vakeels 

who carried my ^’--''■master, have returned 

this day to our ' ■ ! " ' : ' either this evening or 

to-morrow morning, I shall soon be enabled to judge whether the treaty is likely 
to succeed. 

There is in the mean '' ' " '■ '? '''■ ■, > ■■■ ” ■ .?ar. We are 

carrying on our approac and General 

.Abrrcr.'''mby, vrbo i.s errj ■ ^ ■. ■ i yesterday a 

very rimi'.r;, in support of an phiiK-.i, '.-1 :<;h tbe- ruemy bnd 

come out in considerable force to attack. The tr-cops v.i-icl: Lrcnorr.! .Aldrrci-Kiiiiy 

detach 1 ■ 1": v.vi’O in a greau 

degree ; but I am sorry to aad that this advan- 

tage cost him 104 men, killed and wounded. 


2 M 2 
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Colop-::! Florrl nrrircd -M-'is raorpiricr "with a convoy of above 25,000 Brinjarries. 
Pur,sovi'pi I’li'.cw i.' v.-;-;!;;-: iiirte ('■r days’ march of us, and I have strongly 
urged him, instead of coming forward to our camp, to cross the river and join 
Geneial Ahercromby, I am, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


No. LYIII. 

Eabl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, ' Camp before Seringapatam, March 4, 1Y92. 

I have now the satisfaction to be able to inform your Honourable Court 
that the war with Tippoo Sultaun is terminated by a peace with that Prince, and 
on conditions which I trust ivill secure solid aqd lasting advantages to the Com- 
pany and to the British nation. 

The multiplicity of arrangements which it was necessary to combine for 
transporting our m-’-'^vy 't'— r"d f-- -applies 

of subsistence for ■ • ■ to the 

confederate armies, as well as the embarrassment of so many heavy incumbrances 
with the army, would, even with the most hearty concurrence of alhthe ofBcers 
who were intrusted with the principal executive parts of the plan of the cam- 
paign, have unavoidably rendered our movement towards the enemy’s capital 
extremely slow ; but after the date of my last letter I was further delayed 
beyond all my calculation in advancing to Seringapatam, by the culpable conduct 
of Pursor.'im Uhow, who, in direct contradiction to his repeated promises, suffered 
himself to be allured by the hopes of being able to plunder the rich province of 
Bednore, and with that view marched his army to the westward, instead of com- 
plying with my request that he would move back to the eastward to co-operate 
in the general plan that had been long settled amongst the confederate powers for 
the investiture and reduction of Seringapatam. 

A very successful expedition, that was made by a large detachment of 
Tippoo’s cavalry for the purpose of relieving the ur.rrr fort of Gurrumconda, so 
dc-ar.gv.-d the i:.('as"res Jhat ihc Nizam’s lUliriistcr, Azcciri ul Omrah, had 
i.iktii; for t.l.o s:curiiy of :1 a:, qv.r.rttc-, •hi'.l, iifu.r b.aviri'.!: adv.i' ced to the south- 
ward of Chintomeny-pet, he was obliged to return with his whole corps to re- 
establish order in the districts adjoining 'to Gurrumconda, which likewise gave me 
- .. jT.- however, for the .cause, and his earnest desire to 

' ■ = I' ' , ■ ■■ Jah to the army before it moved forward, called forth 

his utmost exertions on this occasion, and he returned and joined the other allied 
forces on the 25th of January. 

As three Bombay battalions are attached to Purseram Bhow’s army, wbicb is 
also numerous and active, and has long been in the prfif.tico of carrying on sepa- 
rate operations and of securing its own supplh s, i i;aii pilacc'd my dependence 
upon that corps for crossing the Caveri to join General Ahercromby, and to 
enable him not only to bring on his heavy artillery from the top of the Ghauts, 
but also to corn;, h; roly 0:1 ;l r! soiir';c‘V: side of the river. 

.Liii; hov-.c'.er. r:=i',i I iV'. U! the Bhow obliged me 

lo ij-n.;..- a.ic.-arii iis in n:y o-’oiuai poari, riioi:;,!! the cheerful readiness 

l,\ v.i Omrah u;,-:.!. l.i.s ai. lirsi, ov.conraged me to flatter 

my-' .f I nc vdy grciii- dcvlaiion i-v-rn v.-cu.M be ’ii-;:vs..-^ary. 

Ti'in.'.d;/.;c-.y -.qo:: my asccrtaiiiing iliar l-*!ir.siu-am Bhow had no intention to 
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execute the part of the general plan that had heen allotted for him, I despatched 
orders r'-- .---i j.- ■>-=-: -’-tMlery in a secure post at the 

top of . , ■ ■ move, lightly equipped in 

every , ■' my arrival in this neigh- 

hourh', ' ; ■ . without delay, and occupy 

as strong a position as he could find on the soutli side of the Eratore ford, at 
the distance of between 30 and 40 miles from hence, and which had heen de- 
scribed as one of the best fords upon the river. 

My intention then was to have availed myself of the Minister’s disposition to 
comply with my recommendations, and to have sent him with all the Nizam’s 
troops and the two Madras battalions attached to them, to form a junction with 
General Aberoromby on the south bank of the river, and to have directed accord- 
ing to circumstances, either that the combined force should proceed without 
delay to invest the south side of Seringapatam, or that the General should pre- 
viously send to the top of the Ghaut for his heavy artillery. 

More minute inquiries into the internal state of the Nizam's troops obliged 
me to relinquish that plan ; for I found that the minister’s talent for securing 
regular supplies for the troops under his command, fell so far short of his zeal to 
promote my wishes and the general interests of the Confederacy, that his corps 
C'.'.;'''! lio! I'i! d.;i,;ol'.'':i] cvi i'. ror a few days to any considerable distance from our 
lli./.iirs aii'i o'.i’- comuuv •!'’ 'r "uffer great dis- 
tress from want of provisions ; *.■ ' I i .• ' ■ , nor the con- 

dition of his army, admitted of his undertaking that service in the room of 
Azeem ul Omrah, I was subsequently obliged to direct General Aberoromby to 
cross and join me on the north side of the river. 

Api. ...,. 1 . .n y... -j. ... reeejving any immediate assistance 

f' :■ , ' ■ 1 •, .. 1 . that our difficulties would be greatly in- 

creased by that disappointment, I neither deviated from the execution of the 
general outlines of the original plan •• '' : c '".rv Vt d'ffih-"-" o^i'.’dmate 

success; but at the same time I • ’. 'x •• ' • • ■ ' 'ii * ■ '; very 

strong terms, both to himself and h • . \ .! ,.• i ■ forces 

under his command were peculiarly well calculated for giving essential aid either 
in holding the place closely invested, or in making head against any corps which 

nri;-, 1 ,. , • n . . ... . - r-.,. lies during 

' , • . : ‘ • ^aged, and 

;■ ■■■ . .• ■ I,-:) with the 

utmost expeditic \ !• ii- : awards our 

army. 

The Bhow had met with conaderable success in his desultory expedition ; 
for by the good condur^ a.’'! -^■'-e'~r.”"-try of the three Bombay 

battalions under his ( '■ . V thick woody country in 

the neighbourhood of '■ i j:., ' ; ■q-. ;■ ■ . i-y the Nabob Eiza Ali, 

which Tippoo had stationed in that quarter for Bednore 

count" . , ’ 1 > victory he ■ ■: . - ; ■=■■■ ■ ■’ Samoga 

after.; i ,■ is other posts ■ c i ■■ ■ . ■ i within 

a few miles’ distance from the town of Bednore ; . r I that 

: ^ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■■, ■ v; ■ : ■ .-Iden resolution to return from 

thence by rapid marches to join us, which he ,-^trr 

r.r.rlrs of pea re worn signed. But whether f- m • 

Ktv.iliv.avd was owing, as it was reported, to ■ ■■■ . ■'i v. !■■■.■■ ; i ■ 

orders to that effect from Poonah, or to the let ■. "s ! i r.d ' i* , I 
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do not know, nor have I now tkouglit it worth while to he at much pains to 
ascertain. 

There was in the mean time no intermission in the exertions that were neces- 
i(' iv"..- ’.-. ou” own preparations, and to enable me to inoceed to attack the 
0 ■■ Cl. ; ?.■ c;:;-' -..'ll with the confederate forces under my own immediate 
direction ; and as soon as I could move from the neighbourhood of Hoohadroog 
I advanced, and after a few easy marches, encamped on the 5 th of February 
behind the French rocks, at the distance of about seven or eight miles from 
Seringapatam. 

Tr.on my nn"v,''.l t'*'cro T fot:r.d, conformable to information that I had pre- 
viovv.sly rcci.'vo'.i, 'l.b ; irnsring to the strength of his position, appeared to 

’ ' ■ • 1 his ground, and as the badness of all the fords near the 

ecurity of our northern supplies, put it of 

my power to attempt to pass the river with the main army a-'id a II i;.s 
and heavy artillery, I did not hesitate in resolving to attack him, his removal 
being an indispensable preliminary to the commencement of the siege of his 
capital. 

In order therefore to be enabled to take proper measures for carrying my 
determination into execution, the afternoon of the 5 th wa-' omyl-ycvl ;i: ( ; 
hii’carrah^, who had been frequently sent to Tippoo’s c,:;. ;■ i ■ ’ri.'.'.n; 
upon it ; and on the following morning the whole position was carefully recon- 
noitred under cover of a strong detachment, from the tops of eminences, which, 
though at a considerable distance, commanded a view of it through its whole 
extent rvoni the right lo the left. 

It then clearly ; ■ ■ ’ ’ ■" with great judgment, and forti- 
fied with extraordii . close to the north bank of the 

river, and nearly parallel to the island with the heights of the Karigaut Pagoda, 
almost -within the distance of a cannon-shot, on the right, and those of Somarpet 
and the Bad-gah (a place of Mahomedan worship) on the left 5 the front not 
only covered by a bound-hedge and six large redoubts well furnished with 
cannon, hut the approach to il. also tendered nncommonly difficult by a number 
of vicfi-fiolds, ravines, and water-courses, -with -wliich it was almost in every part 
intersected; an-’ f’c -i' —a ^ . ... , « 
the fort, or by I ■ • • 1 ,■ i- ■ ,I ■ ' ^ 

Under these circumstances it was evident that the event of an attack in day- 
light miglit have been doubtful, and that the loss of a great number of onr best 
soldiers would have been certaia, whilst at the same time, when he had a 
rctT.'rt f-.v hi.; r, ; v.-;:i!r;i;:'l £-> well o.,-vcn..l. I could hal'dly have been san- 
gti:;!'.; ' ■i--",--: ls;;: .my .'idvi!’.:::;;.;;; v.-’i-ith it would have been possible to 

i.avv g.ii' , ; h- ;■ p (i.-y W'-uii; 1 (,v;;! dcelr-^o. 

I therefore determined to attack him in the night, and without loss of time ; 
and as little use could he expected from our guns in the dark, and the nature of 
I v-i. ■ i;.= iu;..’: r;r: cne-.i.iy’s camp would have rendered it extremely 

i f -.1= ; 0 march without artillery of any kind; and 

in such an enterprise neither our own nor the cavalry of the allies could afford 
any assistaace. 

Eavk- r.-.vmg..:d U.e phv! cf al-kiok in :l;'i .'■..'iornoon of the 6th, and allotted 
' ■’ !/ *'*T -■■v European and one native hat- 

cmr-;:-::-:!:'.! i.ih-i-r ivgh-i.::;:, and the corps of artillery, the 

I. ..I..!.- I i.i! I iv>" : I'.e protection of all onr baggage, 

guns, and stores, nineteen battalions were ordered to bo ready to march as soon 
as it was dark, in three columns : the right column, composed of two European 
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and five native "battalions, commanded fiy Major-General Medows ; tlie centre 
colun ■ . . ^ r ree European and five native battalions, under my 

own ■ ■ ; , ■ . ■ V ■ , and tire left column, composed of one European and 

three native battalions, commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell, Lieut.-Colonels 
Cockerell and Nesbitt were attached to the right; Lieut.-Colonels Stuart and 
Knox to the centre; and Lieut.-Colonel Baird to the left column. A small 
detachment of the corps of artillery was ordered to march in the rear of each of 
the columns, to be in readiness to make use of any of the enemy’s guns that 
might fall into our hands. 

The commanding nature of the ground on which the Ead-gah stands, had 

induced Tippoo to coU' 1 ■I'! ; .v i'.'.':-:.-' 1— within 

the, huuud-hedgc, as it . i'- . ■ ‘ ' ■ of his 

army, and I had received certain information that the work was uncommonly 
strong, and as I likewise conceived that from its advanced situation it would 
soon be evacuated if we should succeed in routing the army, it was not my 
intention that it should be attacked. 

Directions were accordingly given that the right column should penetrate the 
enemy’s line about half-a-mile to the eastward of the Ead-gah ; the centre column 
a few hundred yards to the eastward of the road which leads to the ford at the 
Dowlat Bang ; and the column under Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell was destined at 
the same time to attack the Karigaut Pagoda, and some works that the enemy had 
very lately begun to construct on an high hill that overlooks the pagoda at a 
small distance from it. 

The officers loading the advanced divisions of the right and centre columns 
were instructed to endeavour, after penetrating the enemy’s Hue, to pass the 
river if possible witl ” p' • f the batteries upon the 

’ 1'' 1 : ’ T.’ ■ ’■! .•« . .• : .. ‘ • •• possessing himself of 

. . 1 , ,•) do his utmost to enter the island by the "Karigaut 

r ■ . , ■ ■ , 1 that the attacks upon the enemy’s army had been 

successful. 

A considerable time was required to arrange the troops from an extensive line 
of encampment in the order which had been prescribed for the respective 
columns ; but the whole were ready to march forward about nine, and soon after 
eleven o’clock the centre and left columns reached the first points of their desti- 
nation, and immediately attacked with the most complete success. 

At the centre attack, the fire of the enemy’s infantry and artillery was heavy 
for a short time, but our loss there was not great ; and the head of the column, 
according to instructions, after carry*- . r. * ■■■:■:]? hi ' hi 

own tent 'xr.?. pitch,- 1, and uron which ■ v . ■ ‘ : -i, *. ■ 

of his righi wing, mixed wiili the i--:’ ’■ ' : . . 

them, with the gre.atcst s]iirit and rapidity. 

Lieut.-Colonel "Msixas'cU having in the mean time driven the enemy from the 
posts that he was ordered to attack with very little loss on his side, descended 
the hill with three battalions of the left column upon observing the success of 
the centre attack; and upon finding it im’-"' r'-*’-hh- i- Kv* ""c-"! 

under the heavy fire of the enemy’s ent ^ 


Th.o ;.a:i r:n'ik cc-n-ipaTsio.^ of tho centre column had in the mean time 
;ii ar.oiiur :h:-d, and Iw rbe uni:ed ;■'* ; ■ r** ^ : ■w"' 
became masters and retained possession c ' , > -.:■* ■ -U:.' , i, i 

the whole of tho island to the eastward of t ■ i' h i - ' I.!: ; -.i i. 
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- The right column, hy a concurrence of several of those untoward circum- 
stances to which attacks in the night must ever he liable, was delayed and dis- 
appointed in executing the part of the general arrangement that had been 
assigned to it. 

Tlie route of its intended march was across a ' , -rhich, though 

apparently open, is cut by several difBcult rav ■ . ' ' ■ ■ water-course 

running through it, the channel of which winds ■ ■ . column was 

obliged to pass it two or three times iv. ■.udenw.-.v.;-'!-;;-; io march straight to the 
point of attack; and the guides who iv I'.a'. by that means, and 

from their having been instructed to avoid the great roads, lost the proper 
direction of the march, unluckily carried the head of the column close to the 
Ead-gah redoubt, and before the mistake could he rectified the ardour of those 
that led engaged them in the assault. 

Great pains had not only been taken in constructing the redoubt, and in pro- 
viding it with cannon, hut Tippoo bad also intrusted the defence of it to a large 
body of the choice of his infantry. 

The struggle was therefore violent, and for a short time almost doubtful ; 
for the first efforts of our troops, though gallant to the utmost degree, were not 
successful, and it was not carried at last without much effusion of blood on both 
sides. 

Gene'-"’ : ' ' ' trong detachment, 

and hein i . . ■ • ’ the enemy’s posi- 
tion at w ■ . _ 'lenetrate; but the 

firing ha '' two columns, he 

concluded that the defeat of the enemy had been completed ; and finding great 

■ bin the bound-hedge, he 

...... . • , • , ; r 

■where he expected to he in immediate communication v ■■ 

of the army, 

Tn the mesn time, h^’wevov, part of fl'O. or.r-my’s ceriiT-:: lUid left having a little 
rec.'vcnd u-c::'. j.mio v.-itii v. ' ■;••• ;h;y hr.d livv.-' s'.ruck Iw our success against 
their ’'i;-'':;., '-ca'.’.';, .i iii;-,: inivir.c,';-! a’c :u; jm ''•.oii" before the day began 

to break, with a considerable degree of order and resolution, to attack the troops 
that occupied the ground at which we had first penetrated ; hut having luckily 
retained with myself near four battalions for the security of that point, the 
enemy were beaten and driven back after a sharp conflict ; and day approaching 
fast, and the ground on which we stood being commanded by the guns of the 
fort, it was necessary to move from thence soon after, leaving a detachment in 
I i -i-ii-M ih-.; -id.mht on the enemy’s right, which had been carried in the 

Great and repeated exertions were made by Tippoo during the succeeding day 
to retake that redoubt, ■’v’.io’' o \ ..f -hr A-rr, aud iho exci ssiv.: Jf 

the troops, rendered it filuicuit for us to succour; but all efforts proving fruitless, 
he desisted from the attempt in the afternoon ; and in the course of the following 
night he evacuated all the other redoubts in his possession, on the north side of 
the river. 

Our loss io killed and wounded, though not great in number, must, from the 
value oi" tlic gallant officers and soldiers who fell, be estimated as very consider- 
able : that "f er. i; ha- h-:e:: impossible to ascevtair. wld' ■.-’■•■i;. It 
i i's api easvi i'm:. ;!;-it his cavalry suA;i\.;i (;o:inhL:val,ly, arid that 

]';;i i-i:;.'.-:' in ,u i.-- by desertion since that day, has been so 

much diminished, that he never seemed to have considered the remainder as 
more than sufiScient for the defence of Seringapatam. And besides other tro- 
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]ihies, seven ( y-3ovon pieces of cannon, tMrty-flve of whicli are brass, of different 
c,iiil)i'cs, froni Tiinc to two-ponnders, fell into our hands. 

Exhausted as the troops were, nothing further could be done on the 7th. than 
, ■ 1. p... our posts upon the island, which I had occupied 

■ : : order to provide against all <1 !?,!!■! Ob '-!. in ilie 

' ■ '^■‘'■■■’■ay army, as well as that it might i.e r.:^ '!>:) , ■•..■d s.s 

■ ■ on the march by Tippoo’s cavalry, ! in lin 

: . instructions that I have already mentioned to General 

Abercromby, to cross and join me with the utmost r-y'-- 'i r - f- 

of the river. And having two days after sent our ow 

the Nizam’s and the Maratta horse, and one of the Company’s battalions in the 
Nizam’s pay, to meet him on the c o*’ that had 

crossed the river for the purpose, ’ ,■ ■ • ■ ■■ . to disturb 

him, and he joined us on the lilth oi' Fe])ruaiT. 

AH the necessary measures were also taken in the mean time to quicken the 
'.miion.s for commencing the siege, and to counterbalance a multitude of 
the bareness of the coirntyv on the north s’de, nnd Tuany circum- 
stances in the situation of the place lo wi-., v.o enough to 

find ample materials for fascines and I;' T;-.': O'.-’.-i ..-i --'ve gardens on 

the island. 

Some of the most capable of the Frenchmen and other foreigners, who had 
long been in Tippoo’s service, came over to us in the course of a few days after 
the action, and it soon appeared from their accounts as well as from the result of’ 
our own reconnoitring, that all the descriptions that we had hitherto obtained of 
the situation and of the works of the fort, and even the remarks that had been 
made upon them last season by ourselves, were extremely incorrect and imper- 
fect. Instead therefore of attacking it as T. had at firsi pr •f.o.scl, on thcislerd 
side, where, hcsi(k‘..s some outworks, it is tlcfeiidcd by two '.'li'.c'ucs, end :\vo 
strong walla with bastions and cavaliers constructed wiih ai.d we-ll 

furnished with heavy artillery, I resolved, after the most mature consideration, 
and notwithstanding the difficulties that were to be apprehended in establishing 
communications to the breaches across the north branch of the river, to carry on 
the attack against the space which includes the Sriltan Bastion and the Western 
Cavalier ; and although the weakness of the wall, the shallowness of the ditch, 
and the incomplete ’ • • ■’ . - ruld perhaps have 

appeared to me to ! ' y ' • was still further 

encouraged to adopt it, by having ascertained that it v.i'v.ld, a* ibi.s sciisO.'i of :l:o 
year, be practicable to throw the greatest part of the water of the Gaveri out of 
the two branches that foim the island of Peringapatam, by repairing and im- 
proving a dam that goes across the river a few miles above the island, which 
seems to be an ancient work, and constructed, like several others on the Oaveri, 
for tlio pui'i)ose of forcing part of the current into canals that have been cut with 
great skill and labour, to furnish water for the cultivation of a long tract of land 
on both sides of the river. 

Having determined upon the above plan of attack, it became necessary to 
strengthen further onr posts upon the island, in order that I might he able, 
without endangering their safety, to mthdraw some part of the force that had 
hit! ’ carrying on the siege. 

^ ■ ■ that were constantly occupied in 

making fascines and gabions, were accordingly employed to render those posts 
s.Hiv.m ; a’.d ;,V!s ohke: l.e^r-.g sl\- I'iivi .dio ..^ filk,t!:od n> a 

s;.!.'.i-.i':avy "ii.ir.i of :sla:.d, I’ -r fi-.iViisMug >■.!(;■'. w; -’;'.!:; i.anie:* as 1 o 
;o afford a i,\.r'.alu and ari:::!:: s;q-p'iv of cud gabiou.s for iliv! wo: .';-!. , 
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■; ■ ■ ■’ likewise completed, tke trendies 

■r- -, ■ , and on the following morning 

{. ■ i \ • ■ ^ ■■ . . to cross the river with nine battalions, about 

two miles above the ford, to occupy an advantageous and strong position at the 
distance of about random cannon-shot from the works, and he was instructed to 
make immediate i^reparations for carrying on approaches, and for constructing 
batteries to assist in destroying the enemy’s works, and to enfilade the whole 
front that was to he attacked. 

During the time that the military ojic-rations that I have described were 
carrying on with unremitting vigour, Tipj’oo, .sensible <>1 the danger of his situa- 
tion, had made several overtures to treat with the Confederates ; and a few days 
after the action, a negotiation was opened by deputies from all the parties, which, 
after various discussions, terminated the contest. 

Before the Confederate armies moved from the " - - 1 ,■ r 'radroog, 

letters were received from Tippoo, in which he ■ , , . ! , be per- 
mitted to send Vakeels to treat 5 but with the ■ , .ad con- 
currence of Hurry Pimt and Azeem ul Omrah, I ‘ . i , d insist 

upon his executing the capitulation of Coimbatoor as a preliminary to all nego- 
tiation. 

In answer to my letter he denied that any capitulation for that garrison had 
Lh--;'.. Cb.i’mers and Kumarwad-dien Khan; and as it was 
f,,!i- : .y i.'i.'i' 1. :::r- ;•> despair, by treating so shameless an assertion 

in the manner it deserved, and by that mea"" I ■' 

treaty, I replied, with the same concurrence of 1 i ■. ■ 

entirely upon himself to state this matter in .■ ‘ ‘ , 

by communicating again with Kumarwad-dien Khan upon the subject, and by 
a personal examination of Lieuts. Chalmers and Nash, who were still in his pos- 
session ; and that if I had been misinformed, he could, without the least pre- 
judice to his interests, as I should engage that neither of C " ■ ■’ 

serve against him during the war, easily convince me of ' , 

Lieuts. Chalmers and Nash, or one of them, to declare the truth. 

or ibis i(;-i : Vi- •.•die i (> l:;’ ;;.i‘ dc i iii 0.' lii.i iirn.y : l;:n in 

I’no ci‘ fii'.- c:b V.!.- :o :,;i!::p l,io;;:s. (,’.i!;t..i'rs .i!.<! N'.:s':! a:.',! il.c iVw 

n'b;i- ib.it had n-br'; w':.a a: Coi::;l.,noo:\ aceon!;';ni;vl with 
ajai:: ihat Yabeois !::igb; l;o frc:n iilin a nego- 

tiation for peace. 

Although Tlrr.oa’.s n.igra;,.' '-.■v!-. (>r the capitulation was clearly established 
by the persom! ii j. <>:' hka.i. C- aimers and Nash, yet knowing as I did 
how important it was for the interests of the Company and the British nation, 
that no time should be unnecessarily lost in securing a safe and honourable peace, 
and seeing likemse that a perseverance in requiring a literal compliance with my 
first demand would amount to a virtual refusal to enter into any negotiation, as I 
bad learnt from Lieut, Chalmers that the garrison of Coimbatoor was so much 
dispersed that it was not in Tippoo’s power to execute the capitulation imme- 
r jivLi-d iv i-.-, relax uj-iei that point. And accordingly, after 

ir,'; \:\{ .;u;- .A -.lirs, .1 ct-i:; .- ied :;;y v:;';' with saying, that, as he had shown a 
uispusiiiun 10 inake aiouemeuD for the _ y — Id 

.acrc-mi of i..:-;; : ■V'-i.ai sir-.; ■ ■ ' , ■ ■ ■ ■■■ executed 

P"i \ .'.ou.i lo a.: ii;.-’ ;J;;n h<: -.vas ac lioeriy 10 .send Vakeels to a spot 

7:i;t '.v.is r.o.n;':.-. oir, wl.-ev =.e|>;ii.;..s’ iVo:!’. the Confederate Powers would meet 
them to hear their propositions. 

In consequence of this permission he appointed Gholam Ali Khan, who had 
been at the head of his embas^ to Constantinople, and Ali Eiza, bis Vakeels ; 
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and they arrived and encamped at the place that had been fixed upon for them 
on the afternoon of the 13th. 

■ ■ . ■■.■■ ■■, ■■ he event 

of their declining to offer any terms, that our Deputies should he prepared to 
state those on 'which the Allies would agree to desist from further hostilities, 

'''■ . ■ ’ ■ ‘v:: .'"r—h'r-V met the Vakeels on the morning of the 14th, 

and , , ■ ■ ■ ' ; ■ • . d, declined to make any offer, a demand was 

made on our part of the cession of country to the extent of three crores of rupees 

' i ’ ! ■-■r-vr — .-p-Ao .'-n vnoriy TYtoney ; to which the Vakeels 

- • ■_■■■■ , ■ ■ , ■ ■ ■" . ■■ to comply ■with the demand, 

. t and lay it before him, and 

return as soon as possible with his own answer to ic. 

The Vakeels accordingly returned next morning, and after many references to 
T:;.;-''','' Tspcn the -rtiodified conditions that were proposed at several different 
;• !)} i !:e IK:; ii lies of the Allies, of which it is unnecessary to trouble you 

with a detail, the preliminary articles of peace, of which I have now the honour 
to inclose a copy, were at last finally settled and agreed to by Tippoo on the 
night o' : 1 ' V • . — r* ?*b hostilities 

ceased, ' ‘ ■ i ' . 

I', v.,:^ ihcX ihv; w;:.':: (ff ;‘i:r.:ffur!ity in the delivery of the nostagea was 
':y d^ I'.xs'i-; i'.;;'. own family, as well as by it 
requiring some time to arrange their attendants, and to settle the ceremonials of 
their reception in camp ; but on the 26th he sent out his second and third son to 
be delivered into my hands. 

All the '.ioi'.'.ts \ \ r.t c;uvv.: muh.;- ■lisc-.issivi: hi ih.o of the negotiation wore 
regularly communicated to Hurry Punt and to Azeem ul Omrah, and their senti- 
ments requested upon them ; and it will no doubt give you jjleasure to hear that 
in every measure that was determined upon respecting this important negotia- 
tion, there has uniformly been the most cordial concurrence and union in our 
opinions. 

Indeed the general confidence that has been shovsm on the occasion in onr 
good faith cannot fail of being highly gratifying to you ; for the Deputies that 
were named by Hurry Punt and Azeem ul Omrah came to me previous to their 
meeting with Tippoo’s Vakeels, to declare that they were instructed to agree to 
any terms of peace that should appear tc • • ■ . ■ i ' . • ’( -f 

the three States, and no murmur or discon ' ■ ‘ ; 

remaining, according to the desire of their 

I did not expect that Tippoo’s nature sudihridy rhr.r.vc, and +hat he 

would act with openness and candorir i:. OKCiVi'i:;: :1.;' i-.riicies of c: :rof.ly. I 
•was therefore in no degree surprised at finding, when his revenue accounts were 
produced, an evident design to practise . " , ' , v - 

rating the value of the districts that lie . ' ■ : : . 

and underrating those in the interior parts of his dominions, and which constj- 
quently are not to be ceded. 

He has however in the mean time paid above one crore of rapees, which has 
been divided equally amongst the three Powers ; and I persuade myself that by a 
firm perseverance in the demand that we have made of the ■ " ' t 

] v;fl .-kr.ll before long he able to asc : , ' ■ i ■! .' 

li!-; v. ;;:; ;:v.-.:v.:v;;y for regulating the extent of the districts that 

are to be ceded by bim, according to the terms of the treaty ; and the armies will 
not only remain in this neighbourhood, hut even the guard of the trenches will 
continue to mount regularly, until all these arrangements shall he completed. 
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I have in many instances derived great advantage from Sir John Kenna way’s 
services in acting as a channel of intercourse between me and Azeem ul Omrah, 
but it has proved peculiarly fortunate that his attendance upon the Minister pnt 
it in my power, at this important juncture, to avail myself, by naming him as 
my Deputy, of his address and conciliatory manners in conducting the negotia- 
tions to so happy an issue ; and it is very satisfactory to me that I can equally 
depend upon the most able assistance from him, both in obtaining from Tippoo 
the execution of the preliminaries and in framing the articles of the definitive 
treaty of peace. 

The territory that the Company will acquire by the peace will be considerable 
in point of revenue, though, from the wide difference in several statements of 
Tippoo’s whole revenues that have been produced, I cannot yet form a judgment 
of the amount ; but important as an addition of revenue may be, I consider it of 
infinitely more consequence to the interests of the Company and_the nation than 
almost any sum whatever, that the overgrown power of Tippoo, from which we 
have at different times suffered so much, and ■ ’• ' ’■ ’ ’ reatened your 

possessions on both coasts with total destructic , by the event 

of this war, within bounds which will deprive him of the power, and perhaps of 
XI.. X. ..-i.- c... tjiany years to come; whilst at the same time 

; : • lis peace will give so much additional strength 

.. : ; of our possessions, both in the Carnatic and on 

- i' , ■ • ■ • it extremely diliiculi for any power above the 

Ghauts to invade them. 



often been' exposed during the course of this war, reflects the highest h.or.our u| i't> 
themselves as soldiers, and gives them the strongest claim lo n'ul 

favour of the Company and the nation ; and the zeal and alacrity with which 
my instnictions have been uniformly obeyed, as well as the personal attachment 
that has been shown to me on several trying occasions by the officers and soldiers 
in general, will ever be remembered by me with the warmest gratitude. 

Ahhougl; cirouT'...s‘<i:ir: « prevov.ici .\hcvcromby from sharing in some 

ofThc; iiciiw; .iCiTics ir. whicii it:;; aiuny was engaged, lam not the less 

s iidh!'.! <'i;‘ ivchuu d'. .'‘re lo promoU’ ihe- ru’-lit: good, or of his ability in exe- 
cuting the services that were allotted to him ; and no words orr rv’-:-' ''' ■ =■:■ ■ ■ 
that I shall entertain throughout life of the ability and re." , ‘ 
friendship with which General Medows has invariably given me his support and 
assistance. 

I have thought it necessary, as a reward to the soldiers for the cheerfulness 

with : ■ " ; ■■ ■ : ■ ■ ■ 

to the ■ \ ■ ■ .■■■■■'!,) 

order a gratuity equal to six months’ batta' (about 22 lacs of rupees) to be issued 
from the money that has been paid by Tippoo, to all the troops that have been 
employed upon tliis service, which I hope will meet with your approbation ; and 
as (reucral Abeveromby’s situation would not justify him in following General 
Medows’ and my ow example in declining to accept any share in prize-money or 
gratuity, and from his receiving no batta, there is no rule upon that ground for 
rr-gvlalir.g his iior, I l ave judged it most equitable to direct that he shall 
KCi-ivc a -ivu.c-u!!! o:' ii.e amount of the whole sum that shall be issued to 
the army ; being the proportion of prize-money which he is entitled to draw 
according to the principles of division which we understand to be established for 
the Flag Officers of Ilis Majesty’s navy, and which has been adopted for the 
General Officers of this army. 
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This despatch -vnll be delivered to you by ‘ '’■'r -ide-de-camp, 

whom I beg leave to recommend to your notic- : ■ ■: < . ' . my leave to 

go from Bengal to join the army in the Carnatic at the breaking out of the war, 
and has since that time served constantly in the field, he will be able to explain 
the details of many transactions of which you may be desirous to receive parti- 
cular information. 

r.v Xy:! r-y '"'"•ections to prepare a sketch of the ground on which 
will be transmitted to your Honourable Court with 
this despatch. I p^ave, &c., 

CoEH WALLIS. 


No. LIX. 

Eabl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Camp in Mysore, April 6, 1792, 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of the definitive treaty which has 
Suitaun, conformable to the tenor and spirit of the 
■ ' , ■ : ■ i' * ransmitted to you by the last despatch, with a copy 

« ■ ■ .... ■ . . nnexed to the treaty, containing the names of the 

districts that have been ceded by Tippoo to the Allies. 

You were informed by my letter dated the 4th ultimo, that being aware that 
Tippoo would iiractisc cvciy ■ •. .I. > 

ments, 1 i.ii'.i lo ! 

patam, Uii.il evny :UT!iii;:ir:i:. !ii for i/.e • roliiii;r: ;vy (•!' peace into 

full effeci i 1;0 (.'oiiii-'en d : »:;d 1 s(.. u reasv-u lo Iclievo none of my 

pirecautions were superfiuous. 

After sending out by some of his revenue ofiicers some statements of his 
revenues that were evidently fabricated and incorrect, and which consequently 
were rejected, he at last declared that, owing to his having lost a great number of 
his papers in places that had been taken by the Allies, or in his camp on the 
night of the action, it was not in his power to give a regular authenticated 
account of the revenues of the different districts of his country, though he perse- 
vered in asserting that after deducting the expienses of collection, they did not 
much exceed two crore. 

A statement therefore was formed from the best materials in the possession of 
the Allies, which rated his dominions at two crores and sixty lacks of net reve- 

. . ■ ’ ■ j:-.*-:— : of Mg couutry should be 

but upon its being pro- 

■ i ■ . ' ■ ■ . ■ . : . ■■■■. ■ ■ ■■■; however, after some dis- 

cussion, to allow the division to take -nlfice upo’i the ground that his net revenue 
amounted to something above two cr. a.-id ih.ii-y -.-evc!: jach.s, to which, with 
the entire concurrence of Hurry Punt and Azeem ul Omrah, I judged it advisable 
to give my assent. 

Upon the adjustment of this indispensable preliminary point, further diffi- 
culties were started, by his objecting with great warmth to cede some of the dis- 
tricts which had been included by the Allies in ' , ’!,■■ ■■ : -■-.-‘■■-.-■ 

portions, and above all others his repugnance i, ■ ' ■ 
which I was determined to obtain for the Company, as I . ■ ■ ■■ 

secure barrier for our new possessions on the coast o' 
power above the Ghauts, appeared at one time to be almost unsurmounrabie. 
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At tliis stage of the negotiatioii the A l lies were not only in possession of his 
two sons as hostages, hnt also of above eleven hundred thousand pounds of the 
sum that he had agreed to pay in ready money, which I should have considered 
as sufScient pledges from any other man for the performance of the whole of the 

■ ■ ■" ■■ violent as Tippoo’s character was known 

■ -I to he prepared to support by force, if it 
should prove ucconsary, the rights that we had acquired by the preliminaries; 
and with that view 1 a-luhni; io ?-ev> i\:l olhc” ?uoasuvot, ;,1 a! ?::!•- 

seram Bhow would cross the Oaveri and join General Auercromby, in order that 
we might be ready to act with efficacy and without loss of time against Seringa- 
patam if a renewal of hostilities should become unavoidable, resolving at the 
same time that the armies should not quit the positions that they occupied until 
the articles of the definitive treaty should be arranged and actually signed. 

As any material interruption, and still more a total breach in the negotiation, 
would have been attended with great inconvenience to our affairs, I was relieved 
from much anxiety when Tippoo, upon further reflection, withdrew all his 
objections, and consented on the 16th ultimo to sign the definitive treaty ; and 
tlifi first payment of one crore and sixty-fi', i- lacks ofru; fs.% being also completed 

in a few tinys, Barseram Bhow ■ • ' r/'- "■ '* 

' ’■ ■■■'1 upon the • . , ' ■ ' ' ' " 

, .the 2Gth ultimo. The orders for the mutual cession of 
forts and districts conformable to the treaty having also been previously inter- 
changed, I trust that in the course of a few weeks Tippoo will be in possession of 
the dominions that are left to him, and that the armies of the Allies will have 
returned within the new boundaries of their respective countries. 

It must no doubt be highly gratifying to you, that a war into which we were 

i ,1 ■ ".t power, and of the 

most inordinate ambition, but also in securing acquisitions to ourselves, which, 
exclusive of their inestimable value in point of situation, add considerably to 

' •- r— —amerce in pepper, cardamums, 

: • • ; . . • ■ of great importance both to 


iiy 


’ it was finally agreed by 
. , to the terms of the pre- 

• ; ' ■ ' . , ■ , ■ something above thirty- 

■ of net revenue; and by an insiiection of the 
'■’•.'h j - - p--- -tiie 


all 
lim'' 
nin 
Ger 

Company’s share to that sum I . ■ ' " ' , ' ■■■;'. ■ on 

Llic to)) of the Ghauts, ' ■ . ' . !.■■■!"■'.. ' ' are 

not necessary for the : ■ ,i ■■ ■ ' mr right 

of selection, by demam" ! ■ ' . ■ ■■. ■-.■■■■■ countries 

that are both strong ; : ■ . ■ ' „■■■'<■ > form a 

barrier to your ancient iiossc.^sions. 

Trie districts ceded to us on the coast of Malabar, consist of the whole of 
the tract of counb"- br-low the Ghauts, laying between Travancore and the 
hhi Piver. v r.iel: our northern boundary, and they are so fortunately 

t ii. -I t yr.., .n . . y-ppQQ Qj. 




’ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ,i ■ cm approach B'cm 

from the Carnatic side. The only passes that i-lo ihoM :Vo;;i ;'ie ^iv-erc 
country, viz. the Tamhercherry and Pondichemmi Passes, are, from their belong- 
ing to our tributaries, iu reality in our own possession ; and the northern frontier 
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is, from tlie ruggeciness of the country, and from its being intersected with a 
number of deep ravines and several considerable rivers, exceedingly inaccessible. 

Dindigul constitutes a substantial protection to the southern provinces, and 
by the acquisition of the Barramaul, and of -gh composed 

of several different districts, is commonly , . . . which gives 

v:.s f'-e commr.r l of nil 1-b." pr.s=r= of tb.o nh;-'.!-.!:. lo [lie northward of the Caveri, 
wo iiiivi' :■! ;i" i-sr'icr ..o Ci:r.-:!!:i; against all future invasions 

of the westward j and exclusive of the princii).':! forts rf bc-.-ul-. Zsb'uucool, 
Ottoor, Khistnagorry, and Eyacotta, ■which no ; isi !; .V, i;. ns, 
and which an iiu adiug army could not pass without hazarding the loss of its 
supplies, there are a number of smaller forts in those districts, that, in case of a 
temporary irruption of a corps of cavalry, would he capable of affording great 
protectio]-. to t'i -r- j civous and | rco-.c-rl.-o of To inhabitants. 

Had ;;ie oxteiii ■.fo:.-; si an: of ii'.c co.-slors ir-ndc by Tiproo admi^te.-l .t it, I 
should have had great satisfaction in adding r-c eouu'.iy of Ci.'ii;.b.:;ov.; Ic the 
Company’s other possessions, principal! '* " ■■ " - ' " ' the Mysore 

power of all footing >■'' — m ...i. ^ _ ■ , .. ■ . j. .-y. ■ 

ment is of the less ( ■ ■ , ’■ "■ y ■ b. ', (■ 

of a future rupture, nothing less than Tb : cob v.la;!..- u/i-c.: (;<rild iJlr;::;:;. b. vlc.bi d 
against us, and from which he could -.vlih-o':;. i’';e '.rro.'.i-a.'i’ d:(':ei:l':y r.r.d 
danger, venture to invade the Carnatic. 

A pass called the C.',’ .• -I'-; 1 f 

that part of the count . ' . ■ ' ■ ' ■■ ■ ■ :■ 

lnTp:!:;;!:l S IIO'.V!'. (I'l, ' ■ t ' ' ' ' ‘ • !■ i' ' ■ 

had occasion to order . , • I a 

had an opportunity to ascertain that it is, of all the passes leading into the Car- 
natu:, by ■uucl. (lU: tr.c-fi.' ■••■h'ui f.!:-’: difTict.u. 

■'.rue, :'.,’.;u:\; L.enih'pr;- of ilu- ; ass i y which Isis r.r;i!|(‘ry and stores must como 
fro.'i': Mv'on.;, uou.'-.i prove i>,.> ir c mb!;: :o Tippoo informing a 

a design against the Carnatic from that quarter ; and as I trust that he could 
neither take Dindigul, Trichinopoly, Tanjore, Sankerydroog, or Namcool, -which 
are our frontier forts on that side, I look upon it to he almost impossible that he 
or any of his successors will venture to pass the Coleroon with an army into the 

centre of the Carnatic, leaving t’ r.--"' •-.i*.,. . <• -n i • i ^ __ 

posed to he attacked and iulei . ' ' • ■ ■ ■ • ■ ! .(■ 

mentioned, supported by b.‘. f, • i, , ■ 
under their cover and protection. 

I am convinced that Sir Charles Oakeley and General Ahercromhy will select 

the most cfipa hie and tru,' . ■. 1 

torrii.ories ; aud General \ 

the utmost importance for the national character and for the interest of the Com- 
pany that we should commence our government of the countries on the coast of 
Malabar upon a good plan, that it wms concerted between ns that it would he 
most prudent, before we divided them finally into districts, to appoint commis- 
sioners to make a temporary settlement ■with all the chiefs for this season, and 
then to proceed upon an active and earnest investigation of the amount of reve- 
nue that those acquisitions are capable of paying, the extent of the different 
articles of commerce, the natures of the tenures of the Eajahs or other chiefs, and 

the classes aud numbers of the inhabitants, in - 

ment may he enabled from their report, and the • ■■. , ■ ~ f 

the Government of Bombay, to propose a system ■ ■, v ■■ ■ f 

that country, which may include rules for the - 



536 


LORD COENWALLIS. 


App. No. lx. 


'' r'* — '' r administration of 

■ ■ ‘ , . experience in conduct- 

in In.j.n..' : ‘ '' '■ ■■ ' ’’ ' ■ “7 intention to 

depute two of those in whom I can place particular confidence, as soon as the 
change of the monsoon will re' join two Commissioners that 

General Abercromby will at ■ _ appoint, immediately to com- 

mence v-i'.'!; I’a- ■•.rdertr.irin- that T have described, r.r.d to assist in collecting the 
necessa;yr; .;!:;r:ds, iird in i'mmi-g ii-e ri ; i-”'. tha: wiii be expected from them. 

The” Malabar coast has been in a state of great distraction and confusion since 
the time that Tippoo’s ■' 1 ■■ were driven out 

of it, the two great and ■ ' ' ■ " y, ■ — V ■ ’ 

being almost at open war -with each other, , 

, ’ r amongst ' ■ ' ; i ■■ 

e, ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - ■■ ■ ediately upon descending the Ghauts, detach 

troops into the different districts, I hope that I shall soon hear that tranquillity 
has been restored, and the Company’s authority completely established through- 
out all those countries. . . . 

It must give you very great satisfaction to hear that there neither is at pre- 
sent, nor will be at the arrival of the troops in quarters, one single rupee of 
• ‘ 1 .'.scounts 

■ ■ . • , ! can at 

^ . • . ■ . ■ : • . • ■ / ;up, in 

the course of the next six months at farthest, distinct statements of the whole of 
the extraordinary expenses that have been incurred by the war. . . . 

Purseram Bhow, with the corps under his immediate command, proceeded 
directly from Seringapatam towards his own country, and Hurry Punt and the 
Nizam’s son and Minister will separate from this army in a few days. General 
Abercromby commenced his march to the coast of Malabar on the 26th ultimo, 
and was on the same day joined by Captain Little’s detachment, which had only 
been engaged to serve with the Maratta army during the Maratta war. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.f?. -T!r)|.-:; ry ’ !;v;:-g been d:\ldi;:l ocoordin c lo ii- n vf ii:;;-, and not 
its e'cc i: ’.vi'l le oh '••ions ;•■) \'..'U Ilk!:, l! and M nr,;: ids co'.'.ld not, in 

the highly cultivated and fertile countries in which their portions were claimed, 

receive the same number oi square miles that fell to th- C-j — '.-y. ~ 

ti on the Coorga country is included, which pays only , ' ■■■."■■, : ■' . 

and there are considerable tracts of hilly and barren ground in several of our 
other districts ; and for similar reasons, the division left to Tijipoo greatly 
exceeds in the number of square miles the whole of that which was ceded to 
the Allies, as :•; 1 " 1 ■ ■ . ’ . 1 Ohittledroog 

constituted the " ’ . . ' . " • ■ ■ possession. 


No, LX. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

Gentlemen, Camp near Vaskallah, May 2, 1Y92. 

I had the honour to receive your letter dated the 21 sL S(;p.l.cmbcr, 1791., on 
the 16th of March, 1792 ; and it gave me peculiar satisfaction to find from its 
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contents that I had, a few days before it reached me, anticipated your wishes, and 
even exceeded your expectations, in the preliminary articles of peace which had 
been agreed upon and settled on the 23rd of February last between the Con- 
^ . y* ■■ 1 T'- — . 

circumstances that attended the negotiation and conclusion of the definitive treaty, 
and a description of the countries that have been acquired by the Honourable 

r ■ ; y ■; ■, ‘■.'r'’ ' -T’"'- ' ■ 1 s, '■ . T’; ■ . ; 'iceptthat 

j .y ■■ frequent 

opportunities to give me the strongest assurances that be is not only determined 
to execute the articles of the present treaty with the utmost punctuality, but that 
it is also his earnest desire to cultivate in future a close and friendly connexion 


with the English nation; ■'.''^1' 'u-h, f-V". .’j r- neral character, I am 

not inclined to place much ‘ ! .•/ <■ .. - yof his professions, it 


must he observed that no circumstance has yet occurred inconsistent with the 


this army in the countries that are to be restored to him, probably much beyond 
the- period at which he had looked for their evacuation, he has not yet discovered 
tl’.c syiri]il I of disliT.st or impr.Mor.ee. 

ii: s I ' '■ . -’r'’;- ; : : ' ' . ! .'"v -‘h:" ■r-u'-.'-y that the ope- 
rations I ■ '• ' " e:ed with more 

' ■. ! r • - ' r ■ I Confederacy, 

;■ .. ..•< • :• 'i ■ ’ . 3 war ; and it' 

must pr . ; • ; i ■ ’• '• •: i v ,, ‘ -sr the accom- 

plishmer ; ■ i. -‘i e (i g satisfaction 

to the Company for the insult and injury committed by Tippoo in the 
wjuiion arsaek whieli l.o made upon one of its allies, and the reduction of his 

■’ ■: TTnr-y and Azeem ul Omrah, previous to their 

.. ■■ ' y ■ ii". ; . •> -sxpressed, in the name of their respective 

. upon our good faith, and the warmest 
desire to bind the union which subsists at present still closer, if possible, between 
the three States. 

The mutual guarantee of the newly-acquired countries to which we already 
are all engaged by the original treaties of Confederacy, but which must be put 
into a much more distinct and qualified form, will, upon my return to Bengal, 
be the first and indeed principal object of my attention in that line ; but when 
that necessary business is once adjusted on clear and safe conditions, I must 
confijss !h;il, iificr the- knowledge T have acquired of the situations and views of 
i;i(! iliiVer'..:.!: l’ov. (-r.-' cf ilii.^; counrry, T feel it incumbent uy on me to si-ale to you, 
that whilst on one hand our honour as well as our -j -clivical i^,ier(:^t -Adll ever 
require great plainness and candour in all our declarations, and the most correct 
performance on our part of whatever engagements we may contract, it is on the 
other hand, on account of the irregularity and weakness of the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, and the ■ -f fv-'c* rrbition which so frequently shows itself in 
the Maratta cl . . -"r ' . feudal system of the Government of 

Ihai- S'. Me, imTH.'=:3ihlo for us to he too carM''-:-;“ -p 

he given or > : ■■ ■' ' ‘ ■ ■ « ' ■' ' v. i ■■■ ■‘.-.r < i;" 

acquiescence might involve us in measure- ■ . ri-> 

or safety ; and in some late private conferences with Hurry Punt and Azeem xrl 
VOL. II. 2 N 
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Omrah, the substmce of which it is necessary that you should be acquaiuted with, 
my own condiTct has been regulated by those principles. 

Several circumstances had, in the course of the last six or eight months, con- 
curred to induce me to entertain suspicions that Madagee Scindia was forming 
designs to take advantage of our being involved in an expensive and dangerous 
war, and to pursue some objects of ambition to the prejudice of the Peshwa or the 
Company, or even of both States. 

I did not, however, judge it prudent to communicate such suspicions either to 
Scindia himself or to any of the other Marattas ; but soon after the conclusion of 
tlic [)eaoc Hurry Punt requested to have a private and confidential conversation 

with me, and after a r *owards myself, he acknowledged 

that Nana Purnavese hoi yorcsed to the Nizam and 

to I’aggogie lloosla, and some od-ev momLiTs oi I'iO.Mi'.mi '.a to unite with 

’ • ■ f- -war in which the Allies were engaged with 

■ ■ • , !■.) believe Ihni !•' cthov jvspccfs he h'd-’Led 

tliat lie was iusiTUcted by , 

that I would, as a frieiK:, ' ’ ■ ' ■ ' ' ; 

should so far forget himself as to take an undutiful part against the Peshwa’s 
authority, our connexion with him was of a nature that entitled him to expect it, 
or whether our inclination would lead ".s '.o jifTi-vd 1 in- -ury 

As no such connexion as that to wj.,i.;i: .rivrry I’u!;!, ! subsists between 

the Company and Scindia, and as I was at that time under ’ " ■ ■■ ’ “ : 

dissatisfaction with that chief for the exceptionable tone t; ' ' , ' ' ; 

liberty to assume, in pressing the Resident of Benares to support several unreason- 
able claims that he had brought forward against some unfortunate individuals 
’ 1’,' ’ 7- reduced, had taken refuge in 
1 ! '■' I : ; yVate feelings alone, have told 

Hurry Punt that, in case of a breach between the Peshwa and Scindia, the Com- 
pany’s Government would leave the la (-uil-.-ly r.'.ic: I'.ii !' \S(„T' ! 

he suitable to our interests that Sc!r::”!,i ^''-culd le cnis-.i.;!, i;or ] voj er lo a\\,.w loo 
much coldness about achief with wi-.oin we i a-.\: [ ec :: mi 1 ; 

it most advisable to answer that I 'lo! lr‘.!;g is: 

was C!-.:','!')!.,' cf order:, \ il.e riiiunj and i(. the cxie.'ii i ■.a; N • a .-cc.'' i-l 

IhaM 1:, :1b: 0-1 1::: ibal ; ; ; y ■ ‘ " ■ ■■ ' i 

arise between the Peshwa and Scindia, I should, on account of the latter having 
been at one time the happy instrument of terminating hostilities, and of beginning 
the friendly connexion which had now ripened to such maturity, between the 
former and the Company, as well as from a sincere desire to promote the real 
interests of both parties, think it my duty to use my utmost endeavours to effect a 
.. 1 ..... .. ... gai-;-.p tiiric, how(;vor. ri'.: 'h(, ■vi.-ii::,.' Hurry Punt 

: ■ ■' y.' ' ,r .. . !' the rrcsenl cordiid 

our two Governments, I should not interfere in those or any other internal disputes 
of the M',’.rrd la Slnio 'u arsy r:.;’.!-.’'.'.:- bui' 1 y «:> o.Ter of nha.d’y mediation. 

Il.r.r--y ■k(‘!r.::d 1 iim-cif = i; nly .'raiisf'c-d w::.h :;:;s a.:;.swi,r, and requested 
that as the s'llfrcl rv;:.a riVug S(:::'di!: v.i-s nf a -.('ry ddicalo nature, I would 
S’!' .Mah-r ror luiU;:- v.]:o:'. wiii ;\r;y ; (us. nbut the Minister, 

(■;• f, ii'ii r !,is r-;;::’rr: io which I aoco’c'rigiy promised. 

The point on which Azeem nl Omrah wished to ascertain my sentiments, w-as 
also of considerable delicacy and importance : it was to be informed whether I 
would engage to .si]2)port the Nizam’s choice of his successor according to the 
riglit that he possessed hy the law of the Koran, and the custom, of Mahometan 
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governments j and this question appears to me to have arisen from its being the 
Nizam’s intention to pass over his eldest son, and declare Secunder Jah the 
successor. 

I give his Highness and the Minister not only full credit for their lata 
exertions in the common cause, hut also for their being warmly disposed to pre- 
serve a close connexion with the English in preference to any other power ; and 
■ ;■ .--r'--’:- wrote a letter to me con- 

■. ■■ : . ■ . • • ”.!■ .. . • ■/■■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - I- the ComiJany’s interests 

■ ■ ■■ ! ■■■ :■ ■■■■ ' i * . . ■ times write to him. But 

, ‘ ■ .■ wisely imposed upon the 

■ ■■ Covr" :"t -r-r---'-;- ~ - ':-r 7 engagements with the native powers of this 

’ ■ f energy of the Nizam’s character, and the 
propensity which I have observed in that of the Minister to act hastily, and 
engage in schemes hardly plausible without previously taking any reasonable 
measures to forward their success, would have sufficiently deterred me from 

'!■ :■ ■ " V, '■"■I ■; r.- : '• '■stance, that I 

should always feel much interested about everything that related to his Hjgh- 

‘•"1 — f --i-- - * j: Govcmment J 

: .■ I • . ' . ■ ' ■ . ■ • ;'s to entertain 

the most sangul.ui -.iud wh’' ;.;‘a .iriiisio/s r.'shr:'.;:.-,; : jus would be able to 

take such effectual measures for securing a quiet succession to the Prince of his 

c I--’.- i.. ,.— ■ 1 .,. j. .... — jjjg favour from any of 

' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ ' : • ■ • : • • . ' h this answer in some degree 

■ . • \; .» ill-humour, and desisted from 

N . -y Pimt and Azeem ul Omrah would take 

i 'o ■ ■ \ t •!. ige from each other of wbat had pc :1 

h.:!;wvr:U I’ cm aod nn'sclf upon ibc .<;V-ov.; snljcct'; butu’er. juicihor '.vl::c!i 
cy.W, r'.)r c’:;,ii:Ioii on ii-.y pari, they ma-ic a job;!. ivquo.^i, ii'. 0 U'.:!i i: v.v.s 
.'JOTi'.c tii'.ie l.eibro c'll-er i'ari.y coiiifi be previd'-.d upon to speak so plain as to 
admit of my comprehending the specific object of tbeir solicitation. 

Both Huriy Punt and the Minister at separate conferences began with 
expressing their hopes, that from the friendship which I professed for the 
Nizam and the Peshwa, I should not decline to promise to interpose my good 
offices to bring any differences that might occasionally arise between tbeir 
ros: OovrrnTrut.s to an nmicab!.-* .T’l.lu.strnoi-iL : but seeing grounds to 

ccc'l j iu-iy l.ad soioc i,avf:tiL!:r rb.;t‘ci. iu view, I told them that 
to,! vccpu'.si. ii! i(,v!v.;s .so gfucrnl, iusd not corr;.ii;n di-cctiy from the Peshwa and 
rV.c Niz.rr;, 1 could osdy reply by sus.surir.g l.htm iiiat i should at all times be 
happy to show every mark of friendship in my p'wr" allies with 

whom I had so much reason to be satisfied, and r. i ■ particularly 

desirous to take any step that might to i>V!.vo;-.t an ir. term pi: on of the har- 
mony which had so long and so happ-i-y siil.-sistod b-otwcf.i. :]iO:r respective 
Governments. ' 

Upon the subject being resumed.it soon appeared that my supposition had 
been well founded, and that tlie immediate object of both parties was a difference 
then actually existing in regard to certain arrears of chout, which the Marattas 


claim as their right, and the Nizam has for some time wif'’'-:’.-! : I-.'- T ■ 

discovered that their expectations from me were diametr;-.' . .. ■ ■ , ' — iii ■■■;.■ 

Punt -wishing for my friendly interposition to persuade-' . 
these arrears and to pay the chout regularly in future, i.:..: i;.' Onriih 
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Loping tliat I would endeavour to prevail upon tLe Marattas to desist altogether 
from the demand. 

You are not ignorant that the Marattas never fail to make a demand of chout 
in every part of Hindostan and the Deccan in which they think that they can 
. ; f ■■ ■ , I ‘’.-.■-f-- : r-.-l: - -“.r’.-: r‘V' Iging to Hurry Punt that 

■ : i : ..M . ' ■ give an avowed counte- 

nance to a claim under that general description ; but as I had understood that in 
this instance the Maratta claim was founded upon a specific agreement entered 
into some time ago by the Nizam, I gave no encouragement to the Minister to 
expect that I would use any influence to induce the Peshwa to relinquish the 
above claim upon his master. 

I liii-.i both parties would take the trouble to state in 

writing the grounds upon which they respectively hoped for my interference in 
their favour, which they promised, 1)1 :: i'.ave no! y<':i executed. Should no such 
s;atci'.i. r'ts -heir r.prearanor:, T shall consider the subject as dropped; and 
if ■.!'.ry be !0 rco, you may depend upon my weighing the 

substance of them very maturely before I declare an opinion upon them. 

It is proper that you should know that Purseram Bhow, on every occasion 
when the subject was agitated in his presence, was in the practice of dcclariug 
his utter aversion to all negotiation with Tippoo, and after the conclusion 
of the peace he made no ceremony in avowing his disapprobation of it. This 
was easily accounted for from the rooted animosity which subsists between 
Tippoo and the Bhow, as well as from the Bhow’s depredations being in some 
measure checked by the treaty, and from his seeing an early prospect of being 
obliged by it to relinquish his collections in large tracts of countries which 
were either to be restored to Tippoo, or to be annexed to the dominions of the 
Maratta State. 

Afte:- !lc B’l'iw’s juactvm near Strtr gaprdr.m, Tippoo inu'h’ co'.aihdtil.s io 
a'l'iosi, dii’ly tiuit his •.!•'•»! -ns, ''.otv.Iilisiaridiii;/ il:o treaiy, ouiilt.nctl lo ravage ar.d 
1 luiidc’; :h(! c ouiiiry ; ami ahiioujih 1 did no: <.‘lioo>o to :io’c! <^\vIcdg^! ii. ro Tipu' o, 
I am fiiViii;! riiiii .sevrml of liicsi: compbiiruK were too v.e'l ibuiidod, a:ul I took 
every means to put a slop to the causes of them. 

I was however iu my own mind convinced that there would he constant 
rna'on.'i for a repetition of those representations, until the Marattas should 
('.vdiiviy 'i’s country : and being confident that the Bhow, who was to 

return to the Maratta territories by a short route, would not venture to loiter 

vr—, ^ . ‘ with his own corps alone, from 

■ ■■ ■' . !; of cavalry to attend and retaliate 

le terms of onr treaty with the 
Poonah Government, by which it was agreed that our battal'-ms of iofi!! try 
should only serve with their army during the war ; mul .1 acc-'a-diugly novilicd 
both to Hurry Punt and Purseram Bhow my desire 'that, previous to the separa- 
tion of the armies. Captain Little’s detachment should join General Abercromby 
to return with him to the coast of Malabar. 

Purseram Bhow consented "wilh great reluctance to Captain Little’s leaving 
hini; but in addition to the reasons that T liave slated, T was further induced to 
persevere in my request, from a belief that the services of three battalions would 
be of great value l.o General Abercromby, ciihcr for securing onr now ncriuis’tirriS 
c\ ‘^’0 M,.l„b.ir oni't. or f.))- imliliig propcT g;\: ri.-ori.s in the other ' hices Klo:;;:- 
iu'.!: i.) liie Pr-.isidency of Boriii;!!y ; ai-d 1 tidiik ir. also right on iliis 0(:ca=k:i to 
)’■ dai-'', la' 0-1 a.T"Uut of ilie frtquc-m disputes hel ween the Posbwa avcl the 
grciiL cliiL-fs, i.;ai iitiluially a.’'ise irom liic form <*i govcrtinicni. of lI’.c a 
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State, and the consequent uncertainty whether our battalions would always be 
, . -r 7 approve, I doubt much the policy of our 

I ■ ■■ ' ■ -i’ ’ ■■ ; ■" ' ■■ .. unless in time of an actual war in which he 

■ V.' 1 us, and when we can clearly see that such 
troops may act in some manner that will essentially . tend to pronaote the success 
of the common cause. I jiaye &c. 

Cobnwailis. 


No. LXI. 

EABL OOBSrWALI/IS TO THE SeOBET COMMITTEE. 

[Secret.] j 

HoNOUEABLE SibS, Fort St. George, July 9, 1Y92. 

Being fully sensible of the detriment that the ictoiY.«ts of the nonuu'ablc 
Company and the nation have suffered in this pari of India by ii.e doioci ivc 
system of the Government of the Carnatic, I was jxo io.s.s ] n;nipl.ed by inolijiaiion 
than by the recommendation contained in your leuo*.’ tlaii-.;! ilso Giii c.f !.May, I.7;) l , 
addressed to the Governor-General in Council, to embrace the first favourable 
opportunity that offered, to endeavour to make a new arrangement between the 
Company and the Nabob of Arcot which should be calculated to remedy as 
many of the evils that have been hitherto experienced as might be found 
practicable. 

There cannot be the least doubt that it would have been most desirable for 
securing beth pai-iic.* against (-.'eternal attacks, and for promoting the internal 
prosperity of i]j(} Canimic, Ihai the Nabob should have agreed to invest the 
Company witli uu; tin ire inar.agement of his country, re.-orving to himself a 
liberal portion of its revenues, for the maintenance of Ms fiiinily am! ihi) .suriport 
of his dignity, and allotting the remainder for defraying his share, of il-e t'luirgc 
for general defonccq and for the liquidation of his private debts ; but as I did not 
see the most distant prospect of obtaining hi.s free consent to it, I did not choose 
to run tlie hazard of irritaLing him by making the ]»!'oj osiiion v'hcr. the nego- 
tiation was opened with him soon after my return to l'vo.-jid(-:,(:y, and of 
rendering it by that means more difficult to gain his acquiescence to several very 
important points. 

I have thought it most regular to transmit a copy of the new treaty that I 
have concluded with the Nabob to the Court of Directors, with copies of all the 
correspondence in the course of the negotiation; and as ah t’ r.-v t v-'H 
he laid hoforc you, it is unnecessary for me in this letter ■■ t: ' r ‘.c 
on the subject than to express x.;. r-y 1 '■ij b I i 

Highness to allow the Polygars to \ :y . ■' . ‘y to the Company, to 

authorize the Government to take ; ;■ lots that are named, 

in case he shall fail in the regular payment of his Kists, and to agree that the 
Company shall take the entire management of his country in the event of a war 
■with any of the neighbouring powers, will prove acceptable to you, and be con- 
sidered as circumstances \\'cll adapted to protect the Company against jpcciwiary 
losses and disapijointments from the Nabob in future, and to promote in an 
essential degree the quiet and general prosperity of the country. 

I am, &c., 

COBHWALIilS. 
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The Goveenor-Gbnera.l in Coxjncil to the Court op Directors. 
I-IoNOUBAELE Sirs, Fort WilUam, Aug. 25, im. 


LAND REVENUE.! 


The Board of Eevenne having been unable to prepare the final settlements 
of the decennial arrangements, owing chiefly to the settlements of some of the 
zemindarries, which have been imavoidably protracted, not being yet completed, 
we are disappointed in the expectations exjjresscd in our letter of the 10th of 
March last by the Dutton, of having it in our power to .""n-"--!- r™ —f’- ; 

sIrii'P.iciV'i tv !ho i-riAsr-r,^ dr.-p.Tf-ch. h.avo issued the ■ ■ ■ ' ■ 

I ho '• of i ' .-‘Mi sci! ni.s, .'■.nd irust iIpa the whole of the arrangements 

will be shortly accomplished. - 

We have the plca-siiro, however, to forward to you, a number in the pachet, 
statements of the revenue of the Bengal and Fussily districts in the second year 
of the decennial settlement compared with the revenues of the same districts in 
f'.o Aoa:; iu.v.iO.l-r.it’y r.'-ce'-V-.g .s- il’.oment, and also comparative statements 

o' !.;!(; vevi;; u(>s ri'o and l'us.si!y districts in the fir.st and second years 

of the decennial settlement. 

From the explanatory letter from the Board of Eevenue which accompanies 
these accounts yon will observe that the decrease of Sa. Es. 13,84,869 14 12 
appearing in the gross collection of the Bengal districts in 1198 compared with 
tl'io gross or.l1, c'icns ofllOO, is to be attributed to the abolition of the Sayer or 
inierna! d i" HOT, ii:o annual revenue arising from' which amounted to 
about Es. 7,50,000, to the suspension of revenue on account of drought and 
inundal ion in 1198, .mount ir.g (0 Sa. Es. 4,28,517 6 16 2, and to a suspension 
01 Sii. Eii. 3,00,000 in Bnr,!'.-.a;i, and Sa. Es. 2,66,661 in Eajeshaye in the last- 
mentioned year. 

The decrease of Sa. Es. 10,84,980 10 8 3 in the gross collections of the 
Bcngiil dlslrl.’;'': in tV..-. second year of the decennial settlement, compared with the 
flr.-ir yci’.r of scidiriUC':-!, i.>! to he ascribed partly to the sns]->ension on account 
of drought and inundation allowed in the former year, amounting to Sa. Es. 
4,28,517 6 16 2, as before stated. It is to be observed also that the abolition of 
tbr> Snvpr. nr nTi+orn!>i riv+ioo. /i.'n r-n* ■j-.r-til nearlv fi.u'; mcp'lis cf ibc. 

1 ■ ' ■ V .<■ oriioi tue ] art of ihcso colicclioj-s, 

.. ■■■ . ■■■ ■■ y ■ abolU 7,50,000 rvj (;fs, v. as l.vi n;ht. 

' .. ^ \ v.v s'.': dccvfflssc if! iiii: co!li'c::(r:s <'i' 

1198 compared with those of 1197, is, that in the collections of the latter year are 
comprised the gross receipts from seveml of the large zemindarries, as Burdwan 
and Eajeshaye, but U’.e settlement having been in 1198 concluded with the 
zemindars, and the amount of their Moshaira and charges deducted from the gross 
demand as it .stood in 1197, the gross collections of 1198 were necessarily so 
much diminished. 

Tt appears from the statement of the collections of 1197 and 1198 that the 
net collections of the latter year fell short of those of Ihe fo’-mor, in H.:; sum ( f 
Es. 4,29,119 7 9 1 only, notwithstanding the gor.ond drcuriit rrccc.-d.ed bv 
storms and inundations which happened in the past year. Bur ibr I lies.;.' caliun; rirs 


I The earlier part of this letter contatas to outline of the Regulations proposed by Lord Cornwallis 
for the protection of the Ryots against the oppresrfon of the Zemindars. 
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tlie net collections of that yea.'- ■ s;' cf the pre- 
ceding, and had it not been for . ‘ . , ; ■ , S, 00 j 000 

of rupees which occurred in Eajeshaye, owing to the misconduct of the late 
collector, Mr. Henck ” — •’•7 -.vill, we trust, he completed by 

our next despatch), ' • exceeded them. 

There is every - of the deficiencies 

occasioned by the abolition of the internal ' . ■ : le good by the tax 

on spirituous liquors, as hereafter noticed.' By the decennial arrangements a 
considerable increase is assessed on several of the districts for the current year, 
which, supposing no calamity of season to occur, will be realized with facility. 
The greater part of the suspensions granted on account of the drought in the 
past year are in a course of payment. The suspension of 3,00,000 of rupees 
allowed to the Eajah of Burdwan on the Jumma of 1198, as noticed in our letter 
of the 10 th of August last by the Swallow, is to be discharged in the current 
and the two ensuing years with :h.o fi:’! of l.is zen.ir.dnrrr, r.-p.d we make 

no doubt but that the jumma ir. bnjcskahy will ir. luinve be completely 

realized, so that there is every reason to expect that the net collections in the 
current year, 1792-93, will be at least equal to the net collections of 1789-90, 
the year ]-irecoding the decennial settlement, including the internal duties col- 
lected in that year, which have been since abolished. 

We shall, likewise, endeavour to effect such reductions as may be practicable 
in the charges of collection, and particularly in the Tehseeldarry establishments. 
An increase of revenue, more than adequate to the charges of these establishments, 
has been obtained in the districts in which they have been authorized. But in 
proportion as the talookdars and petty zemindars who have been rendered inde- 
pendent, can be brought to pay their revetuie through hankers or other channels 
immediately to the < ■' ■.-".• 7 , -r p.aving ii to a tehseeldar or 

native collector static ■ „ ! ■ .v ' the spot, these establish- 
ments will become : ' r of them will be so much 

addition to your net reVenuh. ■ ■ ■ ■ 

We likewise transmit, a number in the packet, str.toTrrr.ta of the gross and 
net revenues of the provinces of Bengal, Beha.-, Orisr-M, jiud Ikucivo? for the two 
past years 1790-1 and 1791-2. 

In our letter of the 12th of April, 1791, by the Chesterfield, we acquainted 
you that we had taken the collection of the tax on spirituous liquors into the 
hands of Government, The receipts from this tax were inconsiderable whilst 
it was levied by the .'Idrvs i'o ocmrr.on with the other internal duties. 
Upon the resumption ai d aLdilior. o:' tiio.s-.! duiio.s throughout the 

pTovi^rr -3 on the 11th ,,Iu >;0 su.il 2S![i J-.ily, 1790, wc rcioivc-.l to continue the 
C'.'IiirC-.ioii ofl-.c taxon .«[>ir:n:eu.s liiuiGr.s for -rM! Si-ine "ea.MO.s which originally 
induced us to resume ii,. Having de.'ived ;l'.c T- ■ ■ 1 . f-vw 

the collectors whether it would be advisable to k. ;i. r ■ ■ ■ . 

for distilling and vending the liquor, we at the recommendation of that Board 
deb ■ 1 tho I'-ttar plan except in Behar Proper, 

in'.. =■' .'■■■, . we directed a tax to he levied 

on the stills. The success which has attended this ‘ P-r’-f- p—-— 

v. ni ripr-cci' fiw:i iliiMi.ilkcior’.s letters of the 11 th Is- n i ■■■ r,-':'. .1." '.'i.; i. .-, 

ira-:.'‘.r.ii ;(:.i '.o y.;;u r. s/Vinaic j:ai; Vi:r in ito packet. Ercm the first ofthe.se 
you will ol;.ii;rvc ;har ihc anK-uni voali/ed l?y in:n In liic liri-l; \car 1.198 
h'lissiiy (wbTh in rynui-nd'i las-), from the mere lax on inlosic.;:irig 

l:iii;o"s in his disivici (i-xcinsive of the ei:y of Patiui), oxcoods in ti;o sum of 
■Us. . 3 , 2 . 1 ') I'uC whcli'; of liic Hii'.ct or iniernal diuies iuc’u'Iing tliis lax wlsilst 
incorponaiod witii li.e l!!’.ul-rc-’.eni:c iiiui undci- the rriiiriagen-icnc of tla; laii-.liioldoi-s. 
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You will also see that the collector stated his f-.e : ~ 

prove still more r-vofluctivo in the currout roar, 'i ' ■, ■ . : : I 

expectations were v.x'l roiiTi-h-d. I-'roni ilie account accompanying his last- 
mentioned letter of the 15th May, it appears that his net receipts from this tax 
for tire first seven months of the current year 1199 amount to rupees 73,491, 
which exceeds h:.-- nrceinis fer the corresponding period in the past year in the 
sum of rupees se. supposing the receipts for the remaining five 

months even to fail considerably short of the average amount of the collections 
in the preceding seven, the produce on the tax on spirituous liquors for the 
current year in the collectorship of Behar Proper alone (exclusive of the city 
of Pal -in) will he nearly, if not fully, cqualto the net annual amerm'. realized 
hy the la:;dl:oidcrs and iiinner^ in I'se !<)!:!■ eollectorsliii s, couii'i-isirg lie iirovii.cc 
of Behar, iVeri the various irmraa! inelnding the iax iii qiiesdon, here- 

tofore levied hy them on the trade of the country, and for which, in cor. sequence 
of the abolition thereof, deductions and compensations h.ave i'oou gr.'VT.ied lo 
them. This will appear from a comparison cf th-;- rr-’-'M? nv r/ : 
receipts from the tax in Behar in the current • !•', « ■ ': 

following statement extracted from the account No. 5 which accompanied the 
letter from the Board of Eevenue dated the ■ 3rd August, 1791, transmitted a 
separate number with our letter of the 10th of the same month by the Swallow. 

Internal duties abolished, and tax or. spirituous I’quors resumed in tho 


Si ■’t'' i'' r- .. • ■) for which deductions 

. V ■ • . ' : ■' i .. .'idholders under the 

Ool'i ,;■ ■■; i ■ “ I’r ; 'v • :‘.i. t!:y of 

Patna) .. .. .. .. 36,468 

Ditto Tirhoot 29,286 

„ Shahahad 10,865 

„ Suran 25,043 


Total annual amotint, deductions, and compensations .. 1,01,662 

On the above statement we , think it sufficient to observe that whilst the 
abolition of ‘.ho inlornal duties has given a free trade to the inhabitants of this 
lii'oviiicc, ;i:': itrimediide diminution of yonr resources occasioned by granting to 
them this valua])le immunity, will he made good hy a single tax that neither 
impedes commerce nor discourages agriculture, and which, in proportion as it is 
increased and made to add to the public income, must contribute to prevent 
drunkenness and all the- disorders which arise from the present prevalence of this 
vice amongst the lower classes of the people. 

Th'- v: :■■■■"■' '’•'m the tax levied on licences in the other collectorships being 
■ compared with the produce of the tax on stills, as collected 
in Mr. Seton’s district, we have directed the latter plan to he adopted in the other 
collectorships in Behar and throughout Bengal, and your possessions in Orissa, 
and shall make the improvement of this branch of revenue an object of our 
particular attention. 

The severities exercised hy the landholders and farmers over their ryots and 
under-tenants have frequently been brought under your notice. These oppressive 
practices had their origin under the native Government, and they have continued 
to cxi.st, although in a much less degree, from the want of laws defining the 
nature and extent of the coercion which landholders and farmers of land are 
entitled to exercise over their ryots and undcr-renfevs to enforce payment of 
.arrears. Prom the silence or uncertainty of the existing laws on this point, many 
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; :,■■■■■ • tliemselves of tlie sanction of former usage, have recourse to the 

; ■■■ ■■ ■ ■■ . ■■ means to compel the dischai^e of arrears, and often employ 

the same severities for the purposes of extortion ; whilst others, doubtful what 


measures they may legally take toe.; ■ r-;; — drfr -’.Iters, and appre- 
hensive of subjecting themselves to : ■ refrain from all 

compulsion, and are often defrauded ot tneir just dues. Ihese defects in the 


regulations tending to screen oppression and dishonesty on the one hand, and to 
discourage moderation and good faith on the other, and it being as essential to the 
prosperity of the country and the punctual collection of the public revenue that 
landholders and farmers of land should have the means of enforcing payment from 
defaulters without being obliged to have recourse to the courts of justice, and 
incurring the delay and expense necessarily attending a lav; lirocirs.-; for the 
recovery of every arrear, as that tenants and cultivators of v.-.c soil f'!;oi:li! i:!5 
protected from oppression and unjust domcv.-li, v o Imv,; j-a-.scd tl’.o regulations 
i|, [jg packet, which v.x* tvust will effect 
' ... be obtained by them. 

MISOELIiAUEOUS OCCUEBENOES. 

By ’ ATI the 3rd December, 

1790, -, ( .’i ; '■ ning the murderer. 

Instances have since occurred in which the intended effect of the above Regulation 
];i!s b(:!;:i (!\;nh.d Vy iTio heir rcf'crir.g to prosecute at all; the allowing of this 
rvas.-o.-i v;(.^iilil Oj'c.'i /i di.-or to ’ . i persons might 

• : ■ ' i' evidence, might 

elude punishment by prevailing upon the heir by corrupt or other means to refuse 
to prosecute. To give full effect, therefore, to the original Regulation above 
mentioned, we have adopted the following Rules ; — 

. First. That in cases of murder, the refusal of the relations to prosecute shall no 
longer he considered a bar to the trial or condemnation of the offender, but that, 
in the event of such refusal, the Courts of C . ..11 -r '’-o '■ r.' ir 

same manner as if the slain had no heir, •! ..mi 

completed, they shall require their law officers to declare what worild have been 
their fetwah upon the case supposing the heir had been the prosecutor and been 
prc.''C'nt nt the trial, 

Soc'o'id. T!:!!. Lin; rule laid down in the preceding article shall also he applied 
to all cases of murder wherein it shall be known that the slain has an heir who is 
legally empowered to claim kesaus or retaliation, and such heir shall neither 
appear after a reasonable time has been allowed to c]a[)se for him to licar of the 
irn-rdci' iirnl (o repair !:o the station at wliich the prisoner is to be tried, or com- 
inn.'iicii;;) li;.-: i!iu.!;!iu!i, by vakeel or otberwi.se, of pjardoning the offender. 

Third. That, in either of the cases mentioned in the above Kegulations, the 
judges shall not pass any sentence, but shall forward the record of the trial 
and the fetwah of their law officers to the Nizamnt Adawlnt, which court, pro- 


vided th.-y ri'" ’ — Upm on the trial, shall pass such sentence 

as they '.■■■■.. 3n the prosecutor and been present at 

the trial. 


By the Mahomedan law no Mussulman can he capitally convicted on the 
evidence of a zimme, or infidel, under’. ' ■ ,:r .--r y.-rr-ns 

who do no !' |!r ..ro.T.'; ibo iMabomcdini r.. :■ : ; il'; ! ■: er 

class(is of p; (;plo Jiol: of :lic Mi;b(in ...liiM persucsio-i (who " ■■ ..!/ 1, 
of the inl'.abiliiiit.- of your ii.:r!:ori(=.s), iruiy C!:ji?y (rsjual .w ; , ; . ■ 

property wi;;; ihc ^^a;lomc’darls, we have ihougLi: j.i-oj-or ' r a! ib-: ii i :( ■ , 

Ilio ai-sr.rdiiy of wliich is too glaring to require a comment. We nave accordiugiy 
pa.ssc(l tl;c following T{c'gul..ui..j:id : — 
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First. That the religious tenets of witnesses shall no longer he considered as a 
har to the conviction or condemnation of a prisoner ; but in cases in which the 
evidence given on a trial would be deemed incompetent by the Mahomedan law, 

solely on the j’ ■ 1 ■ i’ : '■ ■ ' v'- ■; =- 1 1— of the Mahomedan 

religion, that what would have 

been their fetwah in the case, supposing such witnesses had been of the Maho~ 
medan persuasion. 

Second. That in the case specified in the preceding Article, the Courts of 
Circuit shall not pass sentence, but shall complete the trial and transmit a copy 
of their proceedings and of the fetwah to the Nizamut Adawlut, which court, 
provided they approve of such proceedings, shall pass such sentence as they 
would have passed had the “■ ■ ■■ ' - l-'-— 

We have also made it- ■ ■ ' ■: ■ '<■■■, 

in which the Courts of ‘ ■ ■ , ■ 

submit the proceedings hell ■ . ■■■■'.■■ N'- ■ ! ■ ■ , J'. .o.j 

shall r,rT:or.v|„v.:y the "ceoivl of the trial with their opinion on the merits of the case. 

T;.(! iili'ivc in the cases of hens refusin': '' . 

being no witnesses to convict a prisoner but such as ■ ' ■ 

persuasion, will enable the Court of Nizamut Adawlut, with the aid of the law 
officers, to pass such sentence on the offenders as may be consistent with sub- 

I ‘r '• . , in instances in which the 

{ ■ . ■ ‘ • aole to the punishment of 

■ ■ . .. . . . - ■ ' of the Mahomedan code. 

I;, 'i , ■■ ■■ ■ .'■ ■ ■ . bo exercised only by the 

N'' ■ ■ \ , ' . ■ , • i ■ )f the judges of the Courts 

, f ■ • ■■ • ■ • , ; )f the Nizamut Adawlut. 

CIrcr.ii arc ;-c.i:;iri:d in all ca.':.s to conform strictly to the law. 

Ihc pr.i< ::cc vo fu-'acii the propcrl-y of persons oomn-iitlfd 
to the criminal courts. If the prisoner was convicted, i!:e rro'. (.ri,\- w.is .'•■(.■Id. If 
he was acquitted, it Was returned to him. Many abuses having been committed 
under this rule, and it appearing injurious to tbe family and relations of the 
offcmler, and contrary to the principles of equity, we have thought it advisable 
to abolish it. 

Wc trr.r.«:.',it !:o yor., a T-.nv.bcr in Ihc ; achet, a copy of a letter from the judges 
of tlii; Cov.vr v.f Circuit for rho dividen cf C:’.ic’i-.,iii, in which they state that 
dacoits, or gangs of robbers by profession, had met with considerable check, 
amounting almost to suppression. The few cases tliat have occurred in their 
division have happened only in the neighbourhood of Calcutta and tbe foreign 
settlements. The difficulty of suppressing these marauders, where there are so 
mnuy rlccv.-: ?!! vvl-.ich ll ey c:'.m lake rcrupc, ai-var? : ;. 

The rcoulalh:::.-: -.v-rich v.c i.avc : r 


Tl; 


Ir i:i!s lii'.l.'. 


c;'.-i'r;i,-.'! iruo cf.ecL booro Noven.b':;'.- i.evi, v.-hi a i 


1 


and ri-.nmuding wl.ich from il- ( 1 1 .. ii i-> H-, i,\im 1 ii ii is 

country. 

We bave thought it advisable too®-"* a t.™ gygjy 

dacoit th.-it may bo !i{ pr(l--:.rided, to' be ; ■■ .-s ■ 

Oiib'.iihrrs di-icliarge-.l Crem gaol after a long imprisonment being frequently 
destitute of every means of subsistence until they can repair to their former place 
oi roaidenco, or find cmploymeni^ are oft-rri cmmclls d b.y absolute want to revert 
to their former malpinicticcs. We have, T.eri.-forc, '.hosi-giir it advisable to pass 
the following EcLnda'ion, v.lreh, at ihe s-.vme time ibai the expense tbat it will 
occ<'.i.s.'.!ri cii.ii ii lx: o-onsulerablc, will be the moa'is of preventing many offenders 
teplunging into vice '.rorn llic pressure of immediate want : — 
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That the magistrates he directed to pay to all persons who shall be released 
from the foiijdarry, after having suffered an imprisonment of six months or 
upwards, calculating from the date of their sentence, and who shall appear to he 
in actual need of such assistance, a sum sufficient to maintain them for one 
month. The sum to be paid to each individual to be regulated by his situation 
in life, but in no case to exceed five rupees, and in every instance to bo confined 
as much within that amount as may he consistent with the purposes of the 
Regulation. . . . 

We have the honour to submit to you, a rSimber in the pachet, a 

copy of the Nepaul Treaty, as concluded by ihe at Benares. Our 

M''. r>u'"c'>-n ufcrotiation since our last advices, is 

I ■ V ;v ■ ■>...! ■ .) I’;,- T y' Wr- 'v.’ R r.t the 

object of the treaty is solely to establish a «;.• = .■■■ , . the 

two countries for the mutual benefit, we are in hopes that this arrangement 
will he adhered to by the Rajah, and that in a course of time it will be the 
means of opening an extensive mart for the luoductions of Bengal. 

You will observe that at the recommendation of the Resident, we have 
granted a jaghire of rupees 2,673 per annum to Gujraj Missf:’.', n J’OT'': n yros- 
sessing considerable influence in the Neimul Government, as Avi;!! o:- r-cci.; um! of 
the assistance which he has given in forwarding the negotiation, as with a 
view to ensure his good offices in favour of the merchants who may resort to 
Nepaul. . . . 

We have the pleasure to transmit to you, a numh.-.r in ii.o piichot, n copy of 
a letter from the Resident of Benares, from Avhich it wiil cpi.or.r (i.ai i la; w’lU'le (jf 
the increased land revenue assessed upon the zemindarry of Benares for the 
year 1199 Fussily (which expires on the 15th of the ensuing month) has been 
reall/.cd under all the disadvantages of a most unfavourable season, and without 
distress l.o the inhahitatils or cultivalors of the soil. A stronger proof cannot be 
afforded of the solidity of tbe Resident’s arrangements, and the prosperous state 
of that country. The amount realized from the land •revenue and customs 
exceeds the fixed revenue of 40 lacs assessed on the zemindarry in the sum of 
rupees 5,692 5 9, notwithstanding that receipts from the customs have fallen 
short of the amount collected in the past year in the ?r.m of ny-ecs PS;."!! 9 9. 
This branch of the revenue is particularly liable :■) Ibiciv.!;;.;;.);'. ::: B(;’:ii"os, i„s the 
duties are levied chiefly on the exports from the Deccan, the western' provinces, 
and your territories which pass through, ibc: ztniindavry of P.cuar;-.'^, and ilu: valii'.: 
of which must of course depend upon oansis iba; ulato solely :o :]ic .'liuc ('i‘ the 
trade of those countries. It is with j icasurc- we ava.ii oj. .'•selves of iliis oi j.or- 
tunity of repeating the approbation we h.:i\e so ofi cn expressed of IMr. Duucfui’s 
able and successful administration of the affairs of Benares. . . . 

We have, &c. 


No. LXm. 

The Governoe-Geheral in Counch. to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, rc-f Av:r.!.v.i’, utc. 7 -i , j rs2. 

The rievemmoT:! of l\Tad;-;is, :n dosi aLclie; cauid iix- 61 ii of Sopiomber, 
laid bf' 7 ):-o ;;s 11 ridoiire i'rt.>r.i Sir OiariCS Oahelm- f);) snl jccf of the n^roon-arii 
rcc'v'i'-ii.iondod by ihc Govcrnor-fier.cral to be n.ii-.le wiili ilio Rajah of 'I’aiiJoTC 
p;'eTio;:.s to ihe restorniicii of iha;. eou'.iiry to his maingemcrit, a coj y .,ff ilic 
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treaty framed in, consequence on the same principles as that lately entered into 
with, the Nabob, and comprehending the latest arrangement of your Honourable 
Court with respect to the Eajah’s payments, and this draft of the treaty had our 
entire approbation. 

But before our answer could have been received at Fort St.' George, we were 
advised that the Eajah had declined executing the treaty for various reasons 
stated in his letter, to which we beg leave to refer, but of very insuflScient weight 
to i’ diico :i (lc;i fi'/iu'-e fron. r.r.y one of its several stipulations. 

W'c C'.Jiild roi. noi'ce of the terms in which the Eajah’s letter was 

expressed, am.: aliVouzh v.'o <:’:Eertained a very unfavourable opinion of his 
character, we couid hard-y l.'e-Ieve that he would have ventured to write such 
a letter accompanied with so gross a misstatement of facts, if he had not been 
encouraged by some European adviser ; and as S'.-.' 1 ■ ■, „> 

interfere with the most mischievous effects both ' ' . 

and those of the Company, we thought that ' t. i ■■ : ) 

disengage himself from them, and to ■ " ' ^'y • • ‘ i he owed 

to you and to his own subjects, it mi ' ; 1 ' ' whether, 

as he had no male l.i-ii-s, ii Tniihi- not I'.c. sub. •■■nbic as a measi'.r'e of resi iMir.r upon 
his conduct, todech'.n: Svrfcj'.o ’i-re.-mri] ii\\; >•<«!• ro li'.c- IJajc. We wore also 
of opinion that ui'.ii.'ss i::o Gc.’.(:ri-n;fn:: ^Madras si»>::!d see a:;y material 

objections to it that did not occur to us, Serfojee and the females of the late 
Eajah’s family should be removed to Madras, not only as a means of securing 
g/::; lv::,.l!r.r.r.l lo the wlr-lo fmr’;-. i---'- ■— -ble the Government 
lo ifdvi- Ciii'C: "biii il.v ui.i’i r' !. 

Anotiier Ictier from the llajab • ‘ j • • • ( ' : ■ ' » Oalceley, and one to 

the Governor-General continuing his objections to the treaty, were now laid 
before us. . . . 

The necessity of removing Ser'’--;-- f--— - r, r i ’ ■, -pinion sent 

to the Madras Government, who ( > , apparent, 

his person being exposed to immediate danger from the Kajah’s disposition 
towards him, as you will observ-' I c '‘■-.lathe 

Madras Government, and thS i';.. iV'.l r.: : v* last 
month. 

To these we shall add the copy of a further letter, dated the 20th, f”om th.e 
Governor in Council, and of the papers that came with it, cxhiletin:; Ihc 
j._-i ./ "Tanjore in so unfavourable a liglit ihi'.i li, bec-auie a 

, I’. ■ ■ of Fort St. George how far it v.onld h-o si'.fc o:- 

prudent at this juncture to trust him with the management of his country, under 
ii. . — 1 .-— _ ■! which he had not yet executed. DifiSculties 

’i time he had taken to consider it, and the 
Governor in Council has given us notice that he should delay the execution of 
it and the delivery of the Eajah’s country to him until he should receive our 
further authority for that purpose. We shall take up the qur =tior, after the 
close of these despatches, and acquaint you with our (loio'-mliiauo-.i in our next 
letter. ' 

^ We have the satisfaction to acquaint you that the boy Serfojee and the 
widows of the late Eajah, by the means of Mr. Swartz and Captain Wallace, 
have effected their release from the palace, without occasioning the least 
turl '-.-'u'’'.-, and iire nov.-, i v-obably, or. Heir v.-;:/ to Madras. Tlicy are extremely 
lev tl.ei" d live-aiici: I'njm ili-,! T;:ijid'.'.-i authority and the vexations they 
sciicred under i:.. . . . 

You will observe in Sir Charies Malet’s letter to Lord Cornwallis, dated the 
■22nd September, that he requests directions for his guidance in the event of any 
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application (similar to that of Nizam Ally KliriT! fl-.T pormlssic-n to pr.Tchnso arms 
&c., to a considerable extent at Madras) he'i:'i ii'a-.le ’oy liic MiHi;: !.. f ioverMiicifl., 
and that he states the consequence to which the permission given to the Nizaui 
is likely to he liable unless a 'similar indulgence should be given to the Court 
at Poonah. 

Wa r" of the opinion which we delivered upon this subject 

■ Secret Committee, dated the 6th November, 1788, 
hut we confess ourselves to be now of opinion that although an export from 
T' '■■■■•■’ -’-.r-'-T.'. tH’I 'lot be necessary asan article of commerce, 

. or your other Presidencies, it is advisable 
for the Company to furnish the neighbouring native powers with certain quan- 
tities of fire-arms at reasonable prices rather than drive them to the necessity of 
establishing manufactories of their own, and, in the particular instance before us, 
we thought that, as the Marattas had it in their power to procure any quantity 
( r i ■ ■ 1 .i -v "i was the less 

It was therefore mentioned to tne Eesideut no x'vom that if Aatia Eumavese 
should apply for permission to purchase some arms at Bombay, either in con- 
sequence of his hearing that the Nizam had obtained a similar indulgence at 
Madras, or for any other reasons, we should i oi Icdispcsod to refuse it; but 
that, in order to enhance the favour. Sir CLiirlcs Maid mig!:t agree to refer the 
application to the Governor-General. "V^e are, &c. 


No. LXIY. 


Marquis Cornwallis to the Vizier. 


Calcutta, Jan. 29, 1193. 

On my first arrival from Europe I understood that the distressed state of 
your Excellency’s finances prevented the establishment of a just system of 
Government, such as would increase the cultivation of your country, give ease to 
the ryots, restore commerce, and discourage oppression, which are so injurious to 
your rc'.f iiiifn. In con^e-iuenco, from the period of my taking charge of the 
g.jvoi-.'.mtiiu i>i' ::i(! Ccnq:any's aiVairs, 1 have on my part used my utmost endea- 
voLi."-.; !(■) oiisc; your E.'nxliency’s fininsce.s ; and I did, after consulting and advising 
with the late Hyder Beg Khan, fix the subsidy for the support of the Company’s 
troops .sfntioncd for the defence of your dominions, the stipend of the Nawab 
Siiiidi.'l -\;ii ivliii!!, ihe pensions of the Eohillas, and the expenses of the Eesi- 
■ '.o' !■, ' ' . r, •‘k- . ' ■' T’ arguments which I 

. . ■, :■ f.-; ■ :■■■• , ■' ‘ " f !• the letter which I 

had the honour to address to your Excellency, by Hyder Beg Khan, when he 
took leave of me. In order still further to reheve your finance.':, T rOiincini.shrTl 
-r which had been heretofore enjoyed bu;’:! on iicco'.i!:!. of 
■■ ' ■ !' .ny and ’ ■■',.'1’^ j trading under 

the Conipa’.iy’s protccticr. T pvt : ■ i ' • in the camp 

bazars bc!')iiging :o ii;e Cianj iUiA-'s troi-r-s sisuioned in your doviihilDns, wliic:; iiad 
tended to the prejudice of your revenues; and I prohihikd 'ho Eesidc-nt at 
Lucknow, and all other depondenfs of the Company, from ii'.icrioriiig in any 
manner whatever rin the internal affairs of your Government, in order &at your 
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ministers might exercise, un(iisimfed by any foreign influence, that authority 
with which they are I rusted by your Excellency in the administration of your 
revenues and finances. Nay, +>,£. 

your G-overnment as for the • ■ ■ ' ’ . ■■■.'■■. I ■ : : ■ 

mercial treaty to you, which ' .. ' ■ ■ 

payment of i ■■ ^ 1 ’ ■ ■ ■' ' ' ■’----Vr to the security and 

dispatch of: ■■ i . , ■ ■ J ’ both Governments; 

and as the detail of all these arrangements had been fully discussed with Hyder 
Beg Khan, who was the confidential minister of your Excellency entrusted with 
the administration of your affairs, and enjoying the free and undivided authority 
of his office, I was sanguine enough to hope that all the benefits which were 
expected from an ari’angement concerted with the assistance of your Excellency’s 
Minister, and fmmod ''n the rmt of t'*’e Company in the most sincere wish for 
your v!v, s.o-’-y, v hci v '-.aliz/.J. 

On my return however from the war in the Deccan, I had the mortification to 
find, tVai r.n.ir a rrrVd of f-Vv-' year.-, the rwls whiC-: rvovailed at the beginning 
of -.i-ii: ni.'C ; th.:: fiilie.'i into a worse state by 

an enormous accur—'' * ‘ 'd -i continue to he exer- 
cised by rapacious • . ■ ■ " ■ tliEit iiot only 

the srxbjects and ■ ‘ • ‘ . -hose residing under 

the Company’s protection, suffered many exactions, contrary to the commercial 
1;‘C,i!,y, c:;-:':!;.-’ (, i-o a’:il f:\'": sr.iidls, &o. 

:he : i'v‘c;i c o ivo ^ v.-' ■!<■■■ has for many 

years produced a mutual protection and assistance towards each other, I am 
naturally led to reflect seriously on the situation of your Government, and to 
avail myself of the privilege given to mo by our long and intimate friendship to 
open my mind to you. 

It is not now to any tinduc interference, or to unjust demands on the part of 
the Comparv, nor foon the want of orory assistance from them, either personally 
fromme, Xr-: li-e i:i your territories, that those evils are to 

ho attributed ; neither do I conceive that they owe their rise to any defect in the 
arrangements made while the late Hyder Beg Khan* was in Calcutta : their 
sources are to bo found, in the internal nixanagement of your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment ; and while I have no proposition to suggest to you, varying in axi}' respect 
from the conditions in force between the Company and you, nor iim 1 actuated by 
any desire to interfere in your internal affairs, I trust that I shall he considered 


attributed to the example held out to them by their superiors, and to their con- 
nivance, or io nuiir u'cak governmoTd;, so am I obliged to represent that all the 
oppressions and exactions committed by the anmils on the peasantry, take their 
source in tlic cojuiivance and irregularities of the administration at Lucknow; 
for your m-ni?tc.rs. cjr'.pok; -.1 ’ -y your Excolleucy to provide for the unbounded 
and pi-orv.-A! .ihuiir.ruk:,! of them for your own expenses, are 

under tiie uccessitj’ of complying with tlie exorbitant demands of tlie bankers, 
from vdiom, at the moment, they must Ixjrrow the money at a nio.st usurious 
interest, aijd thus, from the profusion of your own disbursements, from the exor- 
bitant interest paid to the hankers, and the ultimate resource of the ministers to 
answer thoso accumulating dcmaudi; being iko rovt-mu s of ycur dci’.ii;iot;s, 
spring opiuesi-’cns and oxaciions iliai liiil from \-o;;i-owr: l:on^< iui!ci ibrough your 
Mimsi-or, tlirongii i'j;e bankers, the aumi'-o, and iindcr-iarmer.s, lo i!'.o ryot, v. iir.out 
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a possibility of redress ; nor do your ministers find tbe resources from your reve- 
nues sufficient, for an enormous debt has accumulated; and tbougb. tbe Com- 
pany’s subsidy is at present paid up with regularity, yet I cannot risk my 

:|:R:on, nor ner’cct my duty, by remaining a silent spectator of evils wMch 
v.-;!!. :n i':-!' (.ni'i. ■■evhaps that end is not very remote) render abortive even 

■ ■ r.'. ” ■ '1 -.inctually paid : thus 

! ■ ‘ i '■ _■■■■«■. ■ ■ ■ -I, . as the first measure 

from whence all other corrections are to take place. I do not neglect the dignity 
of your station, nor am I actuated by views for the Company’s subsidy only. 
Your dignity does not flow from a splendid retinue and unnecessary establish- 
ment of household servir-.ls, i -lor snmptii-:-:’.' cf-remonies on marriages in 
your family, and other iv;;..-:ro, but from a just and wise 

admini •!■■■" " . ■ ■ ' " ‘ 

In , ■ ■■ . ■ ; jmmentmay be conducted with 

crvr,;y ;u.d it is expedient ;\,i; oTci.rs j-l.oi.ld be noi'iniile'! ::o 

■' e (kiail v;’:!. These officers are now Hossein Reza Khan, and Rajah 
Ticket Roy ; to them belong every executive measure, while your Excellency, as 
the Ruler, should pursue a conduct founded in wisdom and prudence. These 
Ministers, invested with full powers by you, are responsible for the good order 
and management of your Grovemment ; but as an act of justice they should be 
entitled to your firm support and confidence ; and while by their stations they 
are enabled to see prevailing evils, and to suggest remedies for them, it behoves 
your Excellency to give ear to their advice, and to listen to their recornmenda- 
T’i': vvc' 0 ’’.l: r:i:v’5hr;.s are you’* ov.'” choice, and, convinced of the ncccs- 
.-i'y .'■iio;;!,! lo ipp- i** ■.•xooution of their duty, I have and ever 

will give them that countenance ■which the connexion between our Governments 
enables me to do. I feel this to be a duty incumbent on me for tbe credit of the 
Company, as well as your reputation, since the connexion between us, the 
oi' ■ C"r;o-.i.';y“s 'a ya:r ii<-’;;;f;ions, and the effect recipro- 

(M'ly foil- cf ii. .■■'.■i.'.l or bad go'crnnnr’.i oiir territories, equally affect 

usbc';:i in '.l.o (.-yeK c-!' ii'd IL:r...,!(.-.'*i;'n. J l.avc further to recommend to 

your Excellency to attend to ’Ic von:*f-=oril aliens which Hossein Reza Khan and 
Rajah Ticket Roy (of whose z-.-al .'.nd a.n'.c'imcni. you can have no doubt) may 
at all times make to you, with the view of introducing economy into your 
household disbursements, for liquidating the debts due from your Government, 
and for the abolition of oppression and irregularities in the management of your 
revenues. 

That system which exists botweer. us to the suppr.-t c? yoi-ir dign'f.y, mnl j;o 
the maintenance of the courx-xi-j;’. r riwcrn rb.e t’.vo .s'/alo, -.il.i!;, it loaves yc;i ilie 
ruler of your counti*y, has dd..! ■■'*(:•■.! mc iVom liio i.-s'-iU’s of br: I'vj, ibi'Vi.'irii svo 
-cific instances of oppressions committed in the internal part of the country ; but 
t’-.«T ir:v '"Parities r.:^•l "must exactions committed ’" y-'---’-— r*-*- r-::- 

tv)-.;;.', v, i.'oi' i v.r.d-.:-.-,:;'.;':! 'h ■;:■! rusted to the charge s'. ; "e 

reyo-ro'i :;ii- 1 y vh-i-iie of i'*.-.; commercial treaty concluded between us. These 
1 ivin l :■:> :o, e.r.-.l they are so numerous, and of so serious a nature, 

I:'.::!. 1 Lvasv yoav E\C'.,-''i.!-.-;:y will direct an investigation to he made into the 

c’:.:'* '.(■•s ARy K:;.'!!*, Oil c- o , f " b - a'; 

y'n will "ii-ivc i.im fve-m ibis ■-.Vee. I'or ri-’s parjii-se 1 ri ' ’ ^ i M' 1 s 

/ ' ' , ■ . x'lico acts v.idc'.. are ?!;iil -x; i-.avi: i e.- *: • i- rt.’; oy 

. ■■ . !, ■ ! ■■ .sulenibia.c: c-:.*::"iiry io r>.' sj a':!: 

lations of the CO i c n i i (.;;y. Tii's ’s oae brarich of i;:.e ;;-.:'. !*:!iu ii'.aaiigijiner.t 
of yoiir affairs a di c ' 'c- lo i..y hr!...>v.-h.(.l;; 0 , ibo i'.m iial'li? C;!' ils 
connexion "with II a ( uti n y.s iuroTLs:.', .-Uid I reqr.csi ■iJU'.r your K\col!c:’ey wi.’l 
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consider this department of the Customs equally under the control of your 
Ministers as the rest of your revenues and affairs, for the good management of 

■which they are equally responsible; and that you ■ -v 

the evils existing in it, by nominating another p( ■ - ■ ■ ■ ' ■ r ' ' 

event of the removal of Tehseen AUy Khan at their recommendation, so that he 
may consider his station to be owing to their influence in your cotmcils, and obey 
their orders accordingly. The responsibility which lays on Hossein Eeza Khan 
and Rajah Ticket Roy involved the external as well as the internal administra- 
tion of your affairs, nor is there a power in Hindostan that does not watch not 
only your choice of ministers, but even the weight and influence which they may 
enjoy in your Government ; for instance, the death of Hyder Beg Khan and the 
nomination of the present persons were events that every paper of intelligence, 
even to the Deccan, made mention of, with comments on the wisdom and pru- 
dence of your present choice. From this you will judge how necessary it is that 
the Powers in India should know that the ministers of your choice are the effi- 
cient ministers of your Government, and that then influence at your Court is not 
destroyed or diminished by the interference of persons under no responsibility in 
affairs regarding the connexion of your Excellency’s Government with foreign 
powers. Those powers have long been convinced of the intimacy subsisting 
between us, and know how far that intimacy implicates both in the measures of 
either. In consequence of this conviction I think it necessary also to request 
that your Excellency 'will entrust all concerns with foreign courts, such as the 


your Itxcclloncy to see well managed, to the conduct of your ministers. I am 
irilbmicd l.liat the Rajah Jow Saul, not sufficiently under the authority of the 
ministers, has charge of the department for secret intelligence. This also I advise 
your Excellency to alter, by placing this do; nr!'ii<-ii!, wholher continued in 
charge of Jow Saul, or by the nomination of a'.y cihor p( •.■son, under the imme- 
diate responsibility of your ministers. 

Your Excellency must be aware that such is our close connexion, that every 
Chief in India must con-siihr '.lio '•.•.<> siafi-s as f/irnring i cwt.r, and you have 
so uniformly adhered to ilia:, vl'.ai lii-.-.crvo v.o poli'/ca! transaction has 

been concerted but with the advice of each other ; and as the Company have 
expressed their app’‘''V'^’ -r r-'’--"''’- y: •.l'. ■■‘’TT - , 

Kliau and Rajah T‘ • . ' . ! ‘ • ■= ' ;• :■ ■ : ■, ■ ■ f 

; ' ' , unless I am assured that they enjoy your 

COfifckl.CC. 

I have been induced to enter into this detail from the conviction of the neces- 
sity for it, as well with respect to your Excellency’s Government as to the con- 
nexion between the two states, and shall ■ ’-.I- !’ your 

Excellency will not consider that I have c . plan 

arranged by the late Hyder Beg Khan, which is, and wiii ever remain in full 
iovee, I have offered my advice as a friend, and flatter myself that y{m set that 
value on the Com]xniy’s rrieiidship that will induce yon to listen to their counsels 
ill a manner that may render unnecessary any other measures on tlic part of-the 
Comjiacy, for their own security aud defence. 

1 Jiavc conversed fully with Ives on every topic contained in +his letter, 
and I have desired him on his return to your f I'l comn.'.micaic; rnliy in.-i 

trnly on every ar'ide as occadeii ;nay Tcoiiirc. I — : ' - V' v "n- 

'.eiicy ’.'.ill. iision io r.i.s avgvm.t-r.is w'.;.ri ir.Mi;: i ■■ , I ' ■ 

ail ho mny say as cc-;n:s;ydiroclly from ir.e, v.-;io .aiTi. -your zealous and warm friend. 
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Ho. LXV. 

Teahtslation of a Lettee feom His Highness the Nabob to Goveekoe 
Oakelet. 

6th Eajib, 120Y, Hegira; or 18th Feb., 1193. 

On tlie ship that sailed last from hence for Europe, I sent two Arabian 
horses and a young elephant for the King of Great Britain, and I wrote to my 
agent that other articles would follow, that he should keep the horses and 
elephant till they arrive, upon which he is to present them to His Majesty, to 
the Queen, and to the Prince of Wales, through my friends the Company, the 
Yizier, the son of Lord Cornwallis, and Mr. Dundas. I have accordingly got 
ready eight bales and two horses (one of the horses for the Prince and the other 
for Dr. Storey) and a ■■■ ' '• < ■ ' ‘ 

will please to forward :•■■■.> . ■ i. , V.’ ■■ ■■ 

C'''.;!' voii jdeaso, T vn!i ■ .. ; ,• 

wiiji ibe a’.nl i'-::d two horse-keepers to my friend. 

Make me happy by a speedy answer. 

What can I say more ? 

Ho. LXVI. 

To His Majesty the King of Geeat Beitain feom His Highness the 
Nabob Wallahjah Behahhee. 

After offering up inni-sc; to the .Mmiirhty and to His Prophet, I beg leave 
to express my thanks ‘.o yt.i;r ■.•.•Iv', ^in like manner with your Royal 

Grandfather, nay in a greater degree, are the protector of my honour and country, 
and the prayers of myself and my subjects are constantly offered up to heaven 
for yoiir ^iTnjo?; yV bi-allu and i.r:‘>’_^ ; 

.In rl.c v.iii':;:,ih of n.y I have assumed the liberty of sending a 

young elephant for your Majesty’- Q". • . ,■ i I with 

a little otta, and some other pres • - . r i i • j- jjig 

Royal Highness the Prince of Y.. ‘ ; with 

acceptance. 

At this time thciv are -evM-nl ir.vgidaHtii'.s cc'v.mitied at the holy city of 
Mecca, and as my ana-.-iors a.s wc-i! as j:!v.n\s hitherto continued to 

send alms to, and carry on charitable transactions at that holy place, in order to 
remev-r: those i’.TOgv.loritics T have addressed a letter to the Grand Signor, which, 
:: ii .•■lomo b. Xi S I have forwarded to your Majesty’s royal presence, 

and have- cnclc.-;;;': io address copy of the said letter and a list of the 
articles which accompany it, I hope yonr Mf.!(:.d\ v.ill be graciously pleased to 
forward the letter and presents to the (in-.ml v.":'.: ji. line under your own 
Royal hand in my recommendation, whereby the business of charity will, with 
the blessing of God, he properly settled by me ; and when your Majesty shall 
receive an ansiver to my address from the Grand Signor, I recpiest your Majesty 
will be pleiis(;d to direct it to he transmitted to me, and this will bo considered 
by me and all my subjects as the greatest instance of your Royal esteem and 
regard. 

Mivy Ih.c Almighty God long preserve your Majesty as a blessing to the world. 

Wisat: Cim T say more? 

Yi)!.. II. 2 O 
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No. LXVIL 

The GoYERNOE-GEiirEEAL IN Council to the Couet of Dieectoes. 
Honourable Sirs, WiUiam, March e, iV93. 

. . . . T].o p';e:o ’ ''' V'-' 

r;u;o;i of i! o IM.-As Vr roc:)!; c-o-.: yc!! -v:. .’lo :.V .1 Tt'i, 

the abolition of a custom introduced under the native Government, by which most 

Mahomedan law, which admit of no exclusive right of inheritance in favour of 
pri’. , .0 1 . , I. . ■ " < ' 

an _'-i ' » ' - f ' i' • c <■ ’ !■ .,■■■ i 

a r ' ( ’ ' . I I I • I • ' » x . I * ’ ' f s. 1 ' 

' . ■’ . i. ( I i. .j 

■ ■ ■ » . . . .to adopt the measure without 

waiting for your sanction. We are happy to find that this measure corresponds 
so entirely with the sentiments which you have expressed in tliis paragraph 
respecting the good policy of disme’^-'t'^vi'iin. + 1 ioqo ’.mi-y n ... 

evils attending which become every • ■ ■ . 

The zemindars whom the regulation , . ■ h*. h, 

as it leaves them at lihcrty to divide their property or to allow it to devolve to 
their heirs after their ir r-.v- which they are entitled bylaw, 

or to keep it entire by ■ ■■■ ' ='7 to -any one of their heirs 

or relations. There can be no doubt but this regulation will be productive of 
the desired effect in due course of time, as it is to he presumed that many of 
the principal landholders from motives of affection to their children, or with a 
view to conform to the dictates of the law, will divide the property amongst their 
sons or heirs, or, by making no Will, leave it to devolve to them in the pro- 
portions which they may he respectively entitled to inherit. 

With respect to your suggestion regarding waste lands, we do not hesitate to 
offpr it a,-: ov.v o.iv.kn (Lr! r'.y aiv-.-inut to stipulate for a proportion of their 
wo;.’: :i-, iy I-.:- ! a breach of the engagements entered into 

with the landholders, but that it would greatly countoraeL, if not allo.gel]icT damp, 
that spirit of industry and improvement to excite which is the great object of 
fixing the iax u])on each estate. 


It is necessary to apprise you (of what you could not have been aware) that 
all waste lands form a part of the estates of the different landholders, and the 
boundaries of the portions of those lands f-'-f l-vl-r.j I;; ;v\: a-!, v.el! 



'xne waste Lands may in general be comprehended under two descriptions. 
First, those in the level country Avbicli are interspersed in more or less extensive 
tracts amongst the caltivated lauds; iiiid .secondly, th'’ J?ur;'lorbv.r.d.' ■'t!..:,' !:'v 

along the sea-shore between the Hoogly r.u I Mccra T.iv.:>) iu: ! iV.c ;V.o:; :io 
vast range of luoiuifains which nearly eneireio y-.v.;;- It.:;;,;.!! lu-o. ieci:;-. 

Tlie (iTsi-rnoiilioned deseription of waste ground will be easily brought into 
ciiltivalion when the /.emimlars liavc funds fer that purpose, and provided they 
are certain of reaping the profit arising from the improvement. 'I'hese lauds, 
ho'vcrcr, .are not uhidly v.;>!)v(;-:j;;ci:vc to li..;'": ai j svseut. They furnish pasture 
ji,;!' ;';;e gr-:: :’. r;cius 0. carle il'.u aiv; ncocsiiuy ;.)r ;!'.c plough, and also to supply 
tl-.e w.r.i ghee (a species of bnUor) r.rnl milk, two of the principal 
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necessaries :r. I’!-' T‘. I-- '.-.■•le that the lands in this desolate state 

far exceed w ‘ ljut it is the expectation of 

bringing them into , ' ■ . . ■ _ of them, that has induced 

many to agree to the decennial jumma which has been assessed upon their lands. 
It is this additional resource alone which can place the landliolders in a state of 
aflSuence, and enable them to guard against inundation or drought, the two 
calamities tohvhich this country must ever be liable until the landliolders are 
enabled to provide ' ■■ ^ they in a great measure might) by the 

above-mentioned ■ ■ ■ . To stiimlate with them, therefore, for 

any part of the produce of their w^aste lands would not only diminish the incite- 
ment to these great and essential improvements in the agriculture of the country, 
but deprive them of the means of effecting it. In addition to these weighty 
objections it would be necessaiy, in order to obtain any revenue from the waste 
lands of this description, to enter into im ■ ” ■ ’ 

and measurements in the first instance to . ■ ' ■ ■ ’ ■ . : 

cultivated lands in each individual’s estate, and to renew them annually or occa- 
sionally to know the jirogress made in the cultivation of the latter. The alter- 
cations and vexa o: ! s-dv :.:;d fl v Y.-’..: h wcidd inevitably 

result in settling w .i-; i-ro; •'■.•■.'•.u: i f .v.i--.: ’.i'. s': -.vi '.■i i.c- to assess- 
ment, and the vr.-..- w-.ic’- oy .'‘.iv.'-.’-.i i :■ ; c' destroy all 

ideas of a fixed taxation, and prevent the introduction of that spiril of I; ulus I, ry 
and confidence in our good faith which is expected to result fiom it. I’ho land- 
holders and cultivators of the soil would continue (as they liave hitherto been) 
little more than the farmers ’ ’ • a great estate, of which Govern- 
ment would be the landlord. • " . ' . . therefore, to obtain an addition 

' loortion of the produce of the waste lands, 

I . of the very ample revenue which has been 

assessed upon the country, and landed property would continue at the very 
depreciated value which it has hitherto borne. 

Will: ■’vpr-rct tr- the scco’id fVsr-ption of waste lands (the lower parts of tlie 
ii'.i-h r.-i | er! r,,;'..s -t-vitiri-r. ••.'.) i':.'-y also include the estates of the individuals 
u!!'! w L ilu: ni.'.d. . But supposing these lands to ho at the 

disposal of Government, as they have for the mos*- rr."^ forest 

or underwood from time immemorial, and as the ■ ' ' ' 'with 

that of the open country, unproductive, and (1 - . - . ■ , . < :pense 

which would attend the bringing it into cultivation) its produce would be com- 
paratively of little value, from the distance of ^ 

and the ■" ' ’ ' ’’''''^■•ilty of bringing it v, . i. 

therefore, ■ is a call for all the labour not' only of the present 

inhabitants, hut of the greatest increased population that peace and prosperity 

ably bestowed upon such wild aud mho . ■ ■ ' 

directed thereto by the grant of rewards 

Tr’iv i'!!';'); . :! -y I- !■ ...> (.'.h. me iiiuiistry oi me people wui 

■I'.o:. ' ■■..'■■l!' Iv: di’.-i.-c'.'id -..I but us this cannot be expected 

lobe the ca.sc for a long period of v.'C Ihink 1'* rd nriy pvmr.r.y-.r- 

to Ihesc ohjecls that might tend in .v .u- r-..-::- v.i;!-. ii.;- sy.--.t.-.ii 

01 . which vou have hud the fonndf. wl;!; podev. 

. ’ r . d .1 h . i.vo-::-.d 10 

Wo : : w.: 1 :.;s a p .o’:!.- oi nim'ly o.) cb^irve that if at any future period the 
III i ( ' , - 1 i.'d -''j . i.’i i. '•'■‘'ou to }our resources, you must look for 

il ' ' iv’ ”i . L j’'k I - Z' ■ ■wealth and commerce of the country, 

2 0 2 
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and not in the angmentation of the tax upon the land. Although agriculture 
and commerce promote each other, yet in this country, more than in any other, 
r. ■■ ■ ■ ■■ ■' ” ■ ■ le can become extensive. The ma- 

■ . ■ ■ ■ . ■ ■. • > are the '' " “ ■ ’ ■ 

It follows therefore that the extent of its commerce • ■ ' ■ ' ■ - 

couragement given to agriculture, and that whatever . 

destroys the two great sources of its wealth. At preseni almost tue wiiole of 
your revenue is raised upon the lands, and any attempt to participate with the 
landholders in the produce of the waste lands would (as we have said) operate to 
discourage their being brought into cultivation, and consequently prevent the 
augmentation of articles for manufacture or export. The increase of cultivation 
(which nothing hut permitting the landholders to reap i’-.o I'.rnrf t of il 
will he productive of the opiiosite consequences. Tow'iir 5 (: ina!'' r,;-..: 

manufactures of this country may increase under the veiy liberal measures which 
have been adopted for enabling British subjects to convey their goods to Europe 
at a moderate freight, we can fom no conjecture. We are satisfied, however, that 
it will far exceed general expectation, and the duties on the import and export 
trade (exclusive of any internal duties which it may in future be thought advisable 
to impose), that may hereafter be levied, will afford an ample increase to your 
resources, and without bm’dening the people or affecting in any shape the industry 
of the country. 

Erom the irroceedings which we shall forward yon by f-.e uoxf (h-.'i 
you ■will find that we have . ^ _ V .- r-. ?■; .•■(■:hiiv i: c n; i,- 

granted by the landholders ' • • . ' ■ ith pleasure we acquaint you 

that throughout the greater part of the country specific agreements have been 
exchanged between the landholders and the ryots, and that where these writings 
have not been entered into, the landholders have bound themselves to prepare and 
deliver them by fixed periods. We shall here only observe that under the new 

arrangements to which we she" ''r--'-. will always have it 

in their o-wn power to compel ■ . . : • ■ ■ by an appeal to the 

courts of justice, whenever the landliolders may attempt to infringe them. 

We now come to Ihe very empowering us 

to declare the i,ax assessed upoi • • ! ' , ^ \ . ■ ever. 

hrorn ilu; advices which wo have forwarded to yon since the date of the latest 
letter achnowledged in your instructions, you will have perceived that so far 
from any circumstances having occurred to def-rt yc.r.v 
the result of the settlement, the jumma of it hcv oxcs.j i-d I'r-i < 
and that every occurrence has tended to cc '.'.. •■••.ri npiln'.-:! ticci,'(>l 

opinions which we '' ■> 'Wo are 

not aware of any : ■ ' , ■ , ■ . , , ■ • ' ' . . postpone the 

declaration, whereas there are a variety of considerations which appear to us to 
make it highly expedient that Ihe valuable rights ^and tenures which you have 
conferred upon lli(! landliolders in these provinces should be, announced to them 
•without delay. The seasons this year have been remarlcalily favourable, and 
abundance reigns throiiglioiit the country. The public credlL" is liigh, ibe paper 
in circulation bearing an interest of S p--v ■'■-r-:. jit a premium of 1 per 

cent., and the interest of money b' nr.;' e-rri-u.aliv lew. As tbis paper is in. 
course of payment, there is every ground to expect tliat the cai-iic.'s ; . ~- 

SGsised by mariv o( Ihe nativ'es (wliieli th.ey will have no means v. nc;! 

fu; p'.il.hc !.> ib.f.:'';.a’-_'-.:d'i 'll I;:- i!':' V;:’; 10 i’ (: purchasG of landcdpropcrtv 
as -icjii as I."., nvu!:-,:^ :s ..(.■obsu-d to !=> an-i Tl-ey are capable of (Estimating 

ii cyv.i;; l.e ri;v.ri‘n cf dor'vii..; i‘ro;r. it by the public tax upon it 
being iu.a..ei.ii.:b.- livei. With respect to those landholders with whom a ten 
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years’ settlement has been concluded, the announcing 'to' them that their jiimma 
is fixed for ever, will not only incline them to pay their current revenue with 
cheerfulness, hut add to their ability to discharge it by the ci'edit which they will 
obtain from the increased value of their tenures. On the other hand the declara- 
tion vdll not fail to render the few landholders who have not entered into engage- 
ments, eager to secure to themselves the same valuable rights sf.d : 

For the above reasons we should think it impolitic to lie iicciiirarc!". 
that you have empoAvered us to make, the announcing of which will, we are 
persuaded, be considered as the commencement of the sera of improvement and 
prosperity in this coimtry. We shall be particularly careful that the notification 
is drawn up in the manner you prescribe, and that the tenns of it may he calcu- 
lated to impress the landholders with the value and importance of the rights 
conferred upon them, and of your solicitude for their welfare and prosperity. 

■ ■ ■ " ■ . expressly reserve to you 

iies that you may hereafter 

t /:;■ i;n! «:'.•! .-.'I' .lochi-i: y.-vr to assess all alienated 

or "v i',i,-;'reL' hii- ls ihr; uiiiy mve:-.. (!<••. i.r;'.r!o:.t, or be proved, after a 

* regular trial in a court of justice, to be held under an invalid tenure. We shall 
further declare (although a clause to that effect has been inserted in the engage- 
ments AVith the landholders) that you do not mean, hy fixing the ptiblic demand 
upon the lands, to debar yourselves from the exercise of the right inherent in you 
as sovereigns of ■ ■ (■ 'r' , i;'' j.-.A:";; such regulations as ;.ou rccr.iT-r.ally 

think proper for if!-.: o.‘ ryots and inferior Ir.v.-:. o'.-;, or ci 

v> of ‘ h! (:-,.',:.c-:-rrr-l in the cultivation of the lands. A desire to give this 
, 1 ..;-;; u that the importance of it merits, is the reason of its 

not having been transmitted to you by this despatch. 

We now come to the close of your instructions, “the watching over and 

j - ~ ..,.. 1 — A.j. administrations the energy 

' points detailed in the para- 

graphs specified in the margin. 

it is Aviih much satisfaction we acquaint you that Ave have endeavoured to 
provide for these important points, as well as for the administration of the laws 
and regulations in general, both civil and criminal. The arrangements which we 
. -....L-a pvo In thc accompanying copy of a 

.• proceedings of the 11th ultimo, 
and we have resolved to ' cany them into execution as soon as the collections for 
the Bengal year are brought to a clofje. For the reasons at large which have 
induced us to adopt these armngement.s, as well as for the detail of them, Ave 
must refer you to the minute itself. Wo sliiill hero only state some observations 
!■-, tbiorr., a® they are immediately connected with the part of your 

The next object which is most essential to the prosperity of your dominions, is 
the providing for the due enforcement not only of the regulations respecting the 
decennial settlement, hut of the laws and regulations in general which in any 
respect affect the rights or property of your subjects. You will observe from the 
(JoA'C!-:;----fJ :‘.s v.e I.-atc r.uticip.Aie.i yr,-:r remark (than Avhich 

nothi: :: cm; b; ne;-"-:- J-.i-ii; !■•.:;■ eiafions has been most 

noxio’;;-. lo yeuV <; 'hh-.', d v.o i.iivc ree:: c :hat no system will 
ever rAi rii;;! ir'o » -"• C’ .s-) l-.'nj as .-.f fhn infiiAuduals 

that may V-;: i:, [hvr.i :i ■■ or.'-y t-.-cr-risy il.e i-ve- 

a.-^ in (.very c-iliC s-:-ci;-’iy -rf pi-x-yeriy b-.! 

■■■.■ i:. . • u;-li-:-’-: ryiis h’- ■.viv-'dv!-:-?. ro;. ty li:t; i:‘er. v.-b() 

are to l.aAO li e c-xariomi! ce-: f.i.ci ii. ’.In-.- cf ■...c p-.-ci li.- must, i-.tl ii:.d 
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be satisfied of this security before industry will exert itself, or the moneyed men 

embark their capitals in agricultural or r There are certain 

])Owers and functions which can nev< - ■ . ' ' ne officers without 

destroying all confidence in the protection of the laws. This remark is particu- 
larly applicable to the various functions t-.'!-..! '■! I’ o r-C'C I (•.■'’’■‘ctors. All 
causes relating to the rights of the several i.".-...-..;';. r-. and culti- 

vators of the soil, and all claims arising between them and their securities, have 
been excepted from the cognizance of the regular courts of justice, and made 
exclusively cognizable .by the collector of the revenue. This officer has of late 
years been allowed a commission upon the collections, and at all times the 
realizing of the revenue has been considered as his most important duty, and 
any failure in the successful collection of it has subjected him to dismission 
from his' office ; under such circumstances it was naturally to he expected that the 
colleclion (jf the rcivcnue would he deemed by these offieps the most important 
oftlicir ilutio.s, and ihaii all considerations of right would be made subservient to 
it. Where the power to redress oppressions, and functions that must always have 
a tendency to promote or screen the commission of them, are united in the same 
person, a strict adherence to the principles of justice cannot he expected, and still 
Ie.ss can it be hoped that the people will feel a confidence of obtaining justice. 
Upon tl'.r??: rr. ' o'-’ - r :;v.v i ••.led in the Governor-General’s 

minute, '.'.e ■•.■.■ T,-". .-.i •!< .M.'.-.;! or Eevenue Courts, and to' 

withdraw from the Board of tire Revenue and the collectors, all judicial powers, 
thereby confining their duties and functions to the mere collection of the public 
dues, and to transfer the cognizance of the causes hitherto tried in those courts to 
the courts of justice. 

For a nroi'e particular detail of the constitution of tlrese courts we must refer 
you to the Governor-General’s minute, and we shall here only observe that courts 
of justice are to be continued in each collectorship as heretofore, which are to he 
denominated ZillaK or District Courts, and that the judge tliereof is to have 
cognizance over civil cans that may arise in his jurisdiction, 
whether of the nature of ' ■ ' causes, and hitherto tried in the 

Picvenue Courts, or of the descvijiLii^n of those Avhinh have been cogiiizahlo iji I lie 
courts 01 Do warn ly AiUuvlut. Wchavc resolved, likewise, tlial..T.Um collectors, of 

I hi ■ 'i • "Cvo-: v.ay be able to prrocure redress 

i- l!;i v; .•..-i- i'..e '.iicility as the latter can obtain it against the 

former, we have determined that no British subject (exceiiting King’s officers and 
the civil and the military covenanted servants of the Company) shall he allowed to 
reside beyond flu; liinics of Cidcnlia, ■. ;'.:o a h, i . 1 to make himself 

amenable U) the court of justice of t';;.'. n .ly he desirous of 

taking up hi.s : 1 ir: a’l civil causes that may he instituted against him by 
'! in- j o:' b.ese courts are also to he vested with the powers of 
magistrates to prc.serve the peace, and to apprehend and commit ori'eudors to lake 
their trials heiorc ihc Courts of Circuit. 

Wiihavc hkev.'ise resolved to establish four provincial Courts of Api'cal at 
the cn cs .. ! D.'u-ca. 'M--. ■■;■.-■!!! mn'i C-.:;:'.::.::! ; . of these courts to 

he >\. ■■■ '.U".-'. ■= '. iV.i ' v(, i in all cases what- 

soe'n-: !. !■' ■.,i: I. .i: /.:1 ;; <y: Courts within their 

lespeciivi. juriadicuoub. iue appellate jurisaiction of tnese courts is to extend 



1793. 


PESHCUSH FROM KURNOOL. 


559 


over the same districts as are now comprehended in the jurisdictions of the Courts 
of Circuit, and are as follows :■ — . . . . 

The city of Calcutta being under the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, the provincial Courts of Appeal will not have cognizance of any 
civil or criminal causes arising in it. 

The decrees of the provincial Courts of Appeal are to he final in all causes of 
; -r''! .1 !y not exceeding in value one thousand rupees, and in suits for 

.:riy ’ '.Ing malguzary, or paying revenue to Government, where the 

i;.!' shall not exceed five hundred rupees, and in causes for lakerage 

property (that is, paying no' revenue to Government) where the annual produce 
shall not exceed one hundred. All decisions respecting personal or real property 
in causes exceeding the above amounts, are to be aijpealable to the Supreme Board 
as a Court of Appeal in the last resort, in their capacity of a Court of Sudder 
jDewanny Adawlut. 

We have likewise resolved that the judges of the provincial Courts of Appeal 
shall he judges of Circuit in their respective divisions. In this capacity they 
will exerci.' vested in the judges of the 

Courts of «. ■ ■ ■ ■ • • • (whose offices will consequently he 

abolished), and will he subordinate to the Supreme Govorin imni in its capacity 
of a Nizamut Adawlut, or Superior Criminal Court. Tlie gnuit additional ad- 
, vantage, however, which will result from this arrangement is that the provincial 
Courts of .\]i]ical will consist of three judges ; the senior judge will go the circuit 
of qiK!"] ' ■ ■ ■ ■’ •. 1,,. - 

the ciren'. .■ • ■ ■ ■ . 

by this ' ■ ‘ : i ■ " ■ ! 

at present by the two jnd_'<s j-roc.r-'T",' together to each station. As to the 
cities, we have resolved '’.tT:; sis.;;', be a gaol-'hJivcry every iTior.th, except- 
ing during the time that the judge may he upon v’-o !r> :i;c 

We are, &c. 


• No. LXYIII. 

MaeQXIIS CoBNW ALLIS TO SlE JoHN KeSNAWAY, BaBT. 

giB Calcutta, April 12,. 1193. 

I have received your letters of the 17th and 22nd ultimo, and I now 
enclose an answer to the last letter of his Highness on ik.c ''T .o'* i 

I" -’ 7 --, 1 - 1 - j-.- jBy former sentiments upon th’s c i - . 

■ ' ly decided opinion that he bug';.- . ’ ■ I 

■■ ■ , ■ ■ and leave the succession and the p. ^ » ■ o . 

Tippoo and the sons of Ennmnst Khan, 
isothing appeiu's to me more evident than that the Nizam has in fact, though 
not in form, suffered his title of Lord Paramount of Kumool to be superseded, 
and that he must he considered to have given it up when he ceased to protect 
his territory against the usurpations of Hyder Ally ; ari-.l r v-:.-!' If i: v.jiS 
ic would he impossible to reconcile the discordant (.'ii;!;'.-! wf a dornr;::-.! ib:- iribiiLc 
by Tjppoo, Avith MiaL of a pavainount right in the N.'x.-.'.t 

Cousiilenng the measures that his ITigliiiess !.!-s al-vady adopmvi, 1 si;; 
tliat it will not be without a consiilcrablo degree of repugnance that he will agree 
to follow my advice ; hue I couclude that he will uiUmatcly adopt that resolution 
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in consequence of the explicit declaration which I have made, that he must not 
expect the interference of the allies in support of his claim. His interference 
could only be warranted by a formal establishment of the Nizam’s right to the 
property of Kumool ; to this he does not pretend, and his title of Lord Paramount 
was certainly, as I have already said, superseded, when Hyder exacted a tribute 
f:--'.-i:i bit .ihc-'id fcudatcivy V. bl oui. ('-a .he part of the Nizam. . . . 

\Vlu:n \o!.; (io’.Lv-,-r ruy ;o lii.i iliii you will of course endeavour by 
the inoBL. conciiiarory language to reconcile him to the advice which it contains, 
and you will support the sentiments that I have expressed in it by such argu- 
ments as may occur to yourself, or by such of those that I have made use of in 
the course of the correspondence on this subject, as can with prudence be stated to 
himself or to the minister ; and with the view of softening their disappointment, 
as well as of discouraging Tippoo from making any further attempt upon Kurnool 
than tV.al of r- aliv!:.;-: Ib.c rc.shcu^h, you will recommend to them to do no more 
than in-:,'-s.!y :o wiiiidraw iVmu all interference in the affairs of Kurnool without 
--r-‘-'n of right, or making any declaration of their hav ing 
■ ' ^ ■; ■ • ■ exercising it. 

I trust that by these means his Highness and the Minister will be brought 
to reflect with temper and coolness upon I’-o ir;.. rud. of their own conduct, 


COBXWALLIS. 
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Mabqtjis Cornwallis to the Nizau. 

Calcutta, April 12, 1793. 

I have been honoured with your Highness’s letter in reply to my address 
on the subject of Kurnool.' 

In the commencement of this business when your Highness did me the^honour 
to desire my opinion, I considered myself hound by the ties of personal friend- 
ship and political regard, to weigh the circumstances of the case in all their 
relations as affecting the rights of your Highness and Tippoo Sultaun, or as 
involving in their consequences the interference of the Allies, and after the most 
mature deliberation on the subject in which so many important interests were 
concerned, I could not hesitate upon the ground of justice and policy to recom- 
mend to your Highness to desist from interfering in the affairs of that district. 
It appeared to me that your interference might involve serious consequences to 
your IT’ iliv.c.:;:’.' a.' r.o exl.-u-l l y virtue of which 

the CoiTipany co ik'i iv..i;c •.vii y<;!ir Jligimi^-, a::y, as lii- as I was informed, 
lorwcc-n yom- and riic Ikshwaii i (;-.):;l-,; v.arvai;: ib.-,; assistance of the 

Maratta state in support of such measures. 

Lhc respect which I entertain for your Highness’s wisdom and character, as 
well as the .sincere regard which I pcs- r lJi_’ ■’i ^ of 

your Government, hare induced me to . cc*'- ’ J 1 / e i ,■.) 

weigh and compare the reasons which 1 " 1 f J v ;"i ( > - (. "if - q )■; 

of my opinion, with the arguments wh I ^ i ik ii,' n 'e' i ! 

I should be wanting in that friend, iliij* > n ( ^ , i . \ i ji I i .. » > ii f 

did not candidly and explicitly declare, lUj moiv: 1 !. vve d:l'h--i'i‘cd nyw. 



1793. 


PESHCUSH FEOM KUENOOL. 


561 


the subject the more my opinion is confirmed that you should leave the dis- 
cussion of the succession to Kuraool and the demand for the Peshcush to be 
settled by the sons of Eunmust Kt ■ s ■ ’ ■ -v . ^ rt it is for your 

Highness’s dignity and interest to . . ■ . ; 

T’ -f— j.-— -i-j . ■: the Peshcush 

A." ’ the ^ .v:-,-.,: -.viih hiin. At the conferences 

upon this subject your Highness’s Ministers , > li-e insertion of the 

Peshcush in the schedule of '"■■ ■ ' " . ■ . ■=. 1 ^ ’ the existence 

of any agreement under the ;• the Peshcush. 

Here the matter rested, affirmed by one party and denied by the other, and your 
Highness’s Minister,* although importuned by the sons of Eunmust Khan to 
obtain an adjustment of the business, did not prosecute their objections and bring 
the point in dispute to a final decision ; thus the Ci]'.rr)rtur.-!tr I’-f c!<x'ding this 
affair was lost, and the right of Tippoo Sultaun to il;e i’o.s; cusii of Kuna, which 
he and his father had exercised at differe 1 ■ ■ .ii b '■. ■■-■'y years, 

was not rejected by the Allies when they / . : ■ . . ! it what 

they pleased. T rio'io.s', (;b.(:’.-«;ry.-c, yoxir E‘, '■ ;■ justice 

this right can iio-v I.-... •.vis.i; \ ' i . _ . • ; • - , ' u.' m now 

be called upon to produce the agreement ot tne Aabob of ixuruoui, Iv is my 
duty and determination, as well as that of the English nation, to adhere invio- 
lably to the faith of their treaties and the terms of their agreements. When it 
pleased the Almighty to crown the arms of the Allies with success, they demanded 
what they thought proper from Tippoo, and whatever they did not exact must 
li: c; i'.'hhi'.'dd i'.s his pror orty, wb.ich they have no right to demand at this time. 
1: ;.s f’-- “ogotiation for peace, if a proper 

attention' , ■ i ' >n the part of your Highness’s 
Ministers, the amount of the Peshc ' ' ■' ’ V"'---‘vr would have been 

required by the Allies; hut since ' • ‘ other cause, the 

matter remained then undecided, . . ' ; . h. ' i t was made upon 

T'"; ^ I just reason 

■ , ' ' . . "'ledhythe tr..' . ‘ _ v. . ' ' ‘ 

made upon him. 

These arc the reflections which have occurred to me, and wdiich I have already 
communicated to your Highness, who on this occasion, as in all others, will act 

_ • •• _ y. ... .4.— AT-f. 

■ ' . and ■ ‘ : r | 

‘n ' ■' ■■■ ibnta’A : , . ‘ !, . 

right on their parts ; but every page of history, in which your Highness is so 
well instructed, shows that the Almighty Disposer of events bestows kingdoms 
and victory, and raises and depresses according to the inevitable decrees of His 
eternal Wisdom, and that most of the great monarchies now existing were 
founded, under thn permission of His Providence, by the power of the su’^ord ; 
find in iiict, unfortunately for the peace of mankind and for the ijrosperity of 
a: Il.o rijibis of soverei'rr.s are too often decided by s.i; r.; rc.-al in fo-oe ir..';‘.c.’id 
of bih.g Sid'ied 1-y aniioabit- counsels and reciprocal f'O'iciliaiio". .ri; was ly 
taking advantage of the times that Hyder Ali, as your Highness observes, 
established b:.-; i c-.-.-rr, au-l such is also the foundation of other great powers in 
Hindostan. Ey :!:e lii'.s.'::.,: of God, peace is now everywhere established, and 
my endeavours, as well as those of successors to this Government, will he 
constantly (‘xovteci to render it perpetual. 

Your Higlmesa proposes to engage for :1 ))r!\n'.eut of the a’Tor.TS of Posheush 

to Tippoo Sultann, and of the Peshcush iss;::!’ in ri’ti.-.r-,;. win.:!'! !.he riinou!'.:; is 
'ascertained by the productioit of the agreement of the Nabob of Eumool. Permit 
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me to state to your Eiglmess, that on tMs point it has occurred to me that in 
fact it would he to make your Highness tributary to Tippoo Sultaun, and I 
request that you will reflect that even if you could submit to such degradation, 
by making a private agreement of that nature with Tippoo, the country of 
Kurnool can never be considered by the Allies in the same light as the other 

TT-- .I..- r-. . . . . )f which against the attacks of 

'/pledged, 

I have complied with the duties of friendship in communicating without 
reserve what Las occm-red to me on this subject, and I trust that your Highness 
will be persuaded that in doing so I have been actuated by the most sincere 
concern for the interests of your Government, Your Highness, in calling for my 
opinion, has imposed this task upon me, and I should have been happy if my 
sentiments on this occasion had coincided with those of yom' TTiali! i.ss, r.s is 
my earnest wish to act conformably to your inclination; \ w, i: ■. oMi.'i.ii.,' s (.f 
friendship indispensably require that I should write what, after the most mature 
a;.! : !o '-iC dictated by justice and policy. The decision rests 

v-r.':. yc'i'' ess’s .'.is-;')''!, which will no doubt suggest what is proper and 
right. 


No. LXX. 


Minute by the Goveknor-Geneeal. 


May 11 , 1793, 

On a perusal of ■ jn induced to give the 

subject of the right of « ■ ‘ ‘on the demise of the 

Eajah Tuljajee, a more attentive consideration. I have in consequence revised 
the papers which have been recorded on this subject, and upon a reference to 
them it '■"■■■v - I ■ iroceedings relating to the succession of Ameer 

Sing to . ' • been conducted with an attention equal to the 

importance of the object, and that seemed to. preclude the possibility of any 
question as to the propriety or rectitude of the decision then pronounced. Both, 
however, are now impeached by the letter of Mr. Swartz, and the papers accom- 
panying it. 

When the information of the late Rajah’s demise was communicated to this 
Government, /t was assumed as a principle, that the detemination upon the 



St, George, in terms calculated to prevent any further reference upon a suppo- 
sition that the opinions obtained might be irreconcilable from their discordancy, 
.and that no test should occur for the discrimination of them, or that the rights 
of the conte.sting ]>arfie.-? should still appear doubtful, after the fullest inquiry 
upon the priuci]>lc.s laid down, the claims of the Rajah Swammy as possessing 
natural rights superior lo tho.se of the adopted son, were to .he admitted in 
pi-cference. 

in conformity to these instniciions, Sir Archibald Camjjbell pirocceded to 
Tanjoro, and the particulars and rasulc of bis enquiries arc detailed in tbe journal 
of his proceedings at that i)laco, from which the following points are summarily 
extracted. 

That Sir A. Campihell had the most positive assurances fi'on\ Llio principal 
European grutlerror: .^-f iV.(: tclildii.eii'i, most intelligent native 

merchants and o'.iu'rj, who were iniiir.iiie'.y ae'qv.ei.Med with the laws and reli- 
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i. ' ■ " legal rights of Ameer Sing were certainly 

■ ' ■■ ■ ’■ iolf was highly irregular and deceptive. 

That the late Eajah Tuljajee had never once declared Ameer Sing illegitimate, 
but on the contrary treated him with-’ -^-brother on 

whom he had xdaced as great a degree ■ ,1 = ■ ;es generally 

do to their next ostensible successors. 

That the adoption of a distant relation without the public consent of his 

instead of five years old, was adverse and repugnant to 

■ ■ ■ ‘ the Hindoos, and legally defective. That the adoption 

must be imjjuted to an undue advantage taken of the Eajah during the infirmi- 
ties of his approaching dissolution, when his mind was disordered, or be 

;■ I ■ — ■■ he had lost his senses ; that it was too irre- 

, • with the tenets and usages of his religion, 

to have proceeded from any otuer motive. 

To ascertain still farther the validity of the rights of the claimants, certain 
queries were proposed to twelve imndits in the presence of Sir A.. Campbell, 
A. l\raclood, Csq., llosidenL, Col. James Stuart, J. Cox Mippcsly, Esq,, the Eev. 
Mr. 'I ;:"..l .V. Mi-.n! gomryy Campbell. The whole, with their answers, are 
com ■ , ■ ■ • -1 ■ 

i . . " ' , ii ' • ■ ■ • . ■ ■ • •• Sing as ’d.i br-'tber, nr.d gnve 

him apartments in the palace; two of the pundits also add l.-e p,"ce::rf;<i l.iiii 
a wife. 

; iV.:::t’Tr.nto : this is very strongly 
expr „ . ■ ' " . ■ id 0 i'.I right to adopt a dsitant 

relation to the jnejudice of a brother then living. 

That the pundits and chief [ieoi>le of T ■ j oppo- 
sition to the rights of the brother to the ; ■ ' ■ , ri and 

religion of the parties, improper. 

That the adoption of Serfojee is defective in form, and by three pundits is 
declared contrary to the religious opinions of the chief people of Tanjore. 

That in the general • ‘ ’ Tanjore, the natural 

rights of Ameer Sing to ' < ■ ' • • i • . - • : se of the adopted son. 

Some of the pundits express their opinions stronger than others. Their 
answers were translated by Mr. Swartz. 

In my Minute, delivered on tbe 26th February, 1787, I declared it as my 
opinion that the determination ■ ' ' ' . ‘ . •' "-n the Presidency 

of Madras, as it could not with ■ ■ ■ ■ . .i ■ ■ • ' ■! . . ’mt however my 

sentiments may have induced me to refer tne mabier lu luc i ro^jldency oiMadras 
at that time, yet the papers before ns now point out the absolute necessity that 
we should pursue every means in our power to procure the most accurate and 

lawful information on the several points ir. prirKjoo laws and 

customs, on which this case appears very : and with that 

7 V h ■ r-". direct two questions to he submitted to the pundits in 

■ ■ ■ . Such answers as have been received to them have been 

recorded. 

I have l;=:;o i:< imw i; > a irore .luostiors, which have 

occurred to ■::) a uic're .jeiu-i:";:;;; .-oxsii:! of li-e subivor, s::id wish that 
they should be translated into Sanscrit, and submirted to the pundits, both here 

■ , . ■■ - . " ■ '“-•-y-"'?; on leaniing their sentiments T shall take 

■■ • ' ■ ii ■■ -n the widows of the late Eajah Tuljajee, 

relative to a mode therein suggested tor (.'■ the: 'ir.rer-cbrr.en.t of the pro- 
priety and rectitude of the decisions h: iTbT, w-;ic;i is comaim.d in 

the letter from Mr. Swartz. 
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Questions to "be proposed to the pundits for solution : — 

1st. Under what circumstances is it lawful or unlawful for a Hindoo Eajah 

■ i' ■ limitations as to the persons who may he lawfully adopted 

with regard to age, caste, affinity, or otherwise ? 

8rd. Is it lawful for an Hindoo 7 ' ■ ' . ' ■ to the preju- 

dice of a brother living at the time m auopiiou i* 

4th. Supposing that brother illegitimate, is the adoption of a distant relation 
whilst that brother is living lawful ? 

5th. What constitutes legitimacy or illegitimacy of birth ? 

8th. C.~n a bw- be logclly c-loulird from a family which has no other son, 
in" ihcro ii'v ii'ie;- ii.an the boy? 

7th. If with a view to the due observation of the religious ceremonies on 
the death of relations it is not lawful to adopt an only son, according to the 
Bhaster, is such adoption lawful under any particular manner of adoption which 
does not prevent the performance of those ceremonies, or has such adoption 
become lawful by usage ? 

The above questions are to bo answered according to the Shaster, and the 
■'* - •• • , ’ quoted, 

i ' ■ ■ . ■ • ■■ ; : / of the instances 

■ • • • . practice of customs is different from the 

1 . • instance in which such difference may 

....-xi. _ i- - , ■, in such instances can 

. ■ ■ ■ ' the Shaster. 

10. Is a verbal Will valid if made in cx; v' v.-- v'!' before credible witnesses ? 

11. Tf vai.nT:d uncle. treat his a 1‘; h- boy, with great cruelty, 

u a; the law ordained for him? Is it a forfeiture of all right 

of inheritance, as in the case of an elder brother? 


No. LXXI. 

The Goveenoe-Gbnerai. in Council to the Court of Dieectoes. 

My Lord, Fort William, May 18, 1793. 

We informed you in the 35th paragraph of our despatches by the 
Melville Castle, that Captain Kirkpatrick had r:r':c-,.-(:d( d to Nepaul, the 
obstacles which had caused a temporary delay I sui!-;; iv moved. He met 
the Eajah and his ministers at a place where they happened to be on an occa- 
sional excursion, at some distance from Gatmandu, in tie bcrimrin.;: of IMarc’ ; 
and at an interview which he had with them on the 7th, i'.i-;; E.i'ai- ■’.■.■b' ua'd i.iv.; 
that being under the necessity of returning to his capital, he had left his uncle to 
transact his businc)s.s wiib him in hi.s place, , 

commencing business with the Eegcnt Echaiid, ^ . . ■ ■ s' . 

'' V rdfoilt (.C . . . X f !-.;i!.i:hy i- >, ■ ■... ... '1 ■ 

' I II’ I '’cI X 1 bi I Durb.iv. Ho aho i:.''c! ;r:!rjion from 

- ' ' '■TIC, v.v.s ] cirriC'.iy sor.sii.'lo 0 '' ihe advan- 

I ' '"c )i(' ^ r> ' xu'v " ’ll. f 1 od 10 his cor.nivy cnii 'vsr.ir.g an inti- 
r:;,!ic IrilcicYvso v.i:h j;.r: Ki.giir':! (.c'.o;-i;ii;o;.i, s;:.-.! !! ,■■; I v.v..-, personally, 
well disposed to avail himself of those advantages, yet that he had at length 
been compelled lo yield (o die obstinate resistance qf a certain powerful party, 
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wlio could not be reconciled to the idea of our Minister remaining long in 
Uepaul. This party had, originally, opposed the invitation given to Captain 
Kirkpatricl: to proceed from Patna ; nor could they now he induced to consent to 
Ill's slay, though their chief objection to his introduction had been removed, as he 
had then had opportunities of observing the weakness of the country, and this it 
was much their wish to prevent. At the head of the party was the Deyxity 
Eegent, together with several others who iiosscsscd much weight al; the Durbar. 

Great as the credit and power of Eehander Shall were, yet they were not suf- 
ficient to render him regardless of the remonstrances of this party, and to that 
must be added the prospect of the Eajah’s taking the Government into his own 
hands, however averse to such a measure he might hitherto have appeared. 

> Under these circumstances it might possibly have afforded matter of com- 
plaint sufficient to have induced the Eajah to take the government into his own 
hands, should Beha-:,! ' 1 '• U'-.-!’- r'7’'-^'!in Kirkpatrick in 

Nepaid contrary to • •, ' -s . 

In the conference held between Pehauder Shah, sub- 
sequent to the Eajah’s departure, tl . *■ •■'i. ■■ ■: ■ chief incidents of 

the war with China, acknowledged •• ■■■, '- h he had received 

from this Government, on the imprudence of carr3dng on hostilities against so 
formidable a power, and the high sense of the obligation he felt for our wishes to 
bring about an accommodation with the Chinese ; and he slightly alluded to the 
d!f.np]-e!nt:'‘.r-''.t felt at not having received the assistance which was requested 
f--'r,: Government, 

'l\« i!.:s CiK.-.;u'i Kirkpatrick answered, that it had been an invariable rule 
with us to remain neuter in all disputes hetwocu the noighhouriv.'/ oxf er.t 

in such cases as affected the rights or the honour of the any ; ai.d i o 
appealed to Behauder SHah, whether the conduct of this Government bad not 
uniformly tended to c, ■ >.!• - between the Coinjiany and 

the Eajah of Nepaul, ' ■ ' ■ • : • s relative to boundaries, and 

the commercial intercourse between your territories and those of the Eajah, 
C.aplaiTi Kirknatrick next observed, were subjects upon which the English and 
.NVnn:!! (iov(;r:i:v.o:;(s must necessarily feel themselves much interested, and 
wi;:i;ii b-i (!■.):. o t would soon he arranged to the mutual satisfaction of both. 
To this Behauder Shah gave general assurances of his goodwill towards the Com- 
pany, and of his readiness to facilitate . •, ;■ ’ " .I’ ■ : 

with us, on grounds equally advantage . : ■ . • • i ■■ : 

the season was fast ai^proaching when ■ ' . ■ 

all intercourse between Oatmandu and the surrounding countries, and that the 
trade of Bontan and Thibet was at present u/.aliv snsiviided, owing to the late 
hostilities, and coxxld not for some time be :<) ils foi-.-iic-r channels. 

knowing from the information which he had received from 
V : , his longer contimiance '■ ' f ■ ' ’ ■ 

Dnrhar, and thinking it most sxiitahle to t ' ' i-. ■>;; ■ 

pi-o’.- edition for hi? rotririmg to Bengal should originate with himself, availed 
i iinseii’of ihe ai'|-'\.:ioh of the unwholesome seas-i-n i\ ]>:-o!oxt for soliciting por- 
n: io depnri : mu! - - ■ . ^ rf a d( sire iinii he sho;.!:i 

remain longer, a day . v.-hieh accordingly took 

ifiace on the .24th of March. Behauder Shah renewed hi? former |,!-ef(.r:sionf; r f 
f:-i(:n;l?:i!p anil a:.incl.!i oni, an-l r\rii-c??v:c! some solicitude lui a fn-uro liiigli'li 
Gov'-rmni ;'.:. .''m ulii no:: exeri rhorn-iclves cqualiy v. ills the present in maintaining 
llii? frii r;i!?l:i!!, ;!cn 'y-iormcfi, wi:!; ii:e Govcriin-c::! of Nepaul. To which he 
received for answer thal,, as the maintenance of the Company’s true interests must 
always be the object of every English' Government, and as the cultivation of a 
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friendly intercourse with. Nepaul was blended in an intimate degree with that 
object, he might be assured that there never could be a British administration in 

India who would so far forget their ■. .The 

deputation left Gatmandu on the ' • "1 ■ ' ■ itmost 

attention during their pmssage through the Eajah’s territories. Captain Kirk- 
patrick is now returned to Calcutta. 

Although every purpose that could have been wished has not been effected by 
this dcDutalion, owing to the state of the internal Government of Nepaul, yet it 
is of ni) small imi)ortance to us to have commenced an immediate intercourse 
with that Government, and to have had an opportunity of making observations 
on the manners of the people and the real situation of that country, by the 
means of our own servants. 

Captain Kirkpatrick’s conduct upon this mission met with our entire approba- 
tion, being sensible that under the circumstances that occurred, and the state of 
things as he found them in Nepaul, no one could have acquitted liimself with 
more ability, prudence, and circumspection. 

We are, &c. 


No. LXXII. 

Maequis Coenwallis to the Nabob op Aecot. 

Calratta, July 21 , 11 S 3 . 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Highness’s letters, 
and have paid particular attention to their enclosures. 

It is not now necessary for me to enter into any explanation of the mutual 
interest which the Company and your V . "y have in the success of 

a war in the Carnatic, whether itbe > ' • ^ or a native power, and 

it is equally unnecessary to repeat my sentiments of your Highness’s anxiety 
for the Company’s success in the present undertaking. I have derived great 
satisfaction, as ycur nirimra.'- i.? pleased to expect that I should, on the com- 
plcCc’i of cue y;..u’ft eumgvim ;ur«.uai;( io n.<- las; irisiiy, ai..’ 1 ;■ idive io 
a;-u;:v you iha:: v.:y r.v. :!'=s even: ix-i arisi. I(ss ; avi^..; ' a 1 

• .cneindii g eiigrarue: is vhi: yi.:; in !!■:•?:; ri, v i.iC, a' at 

than from the punctuality with which your Highness has executed your part of 
the stipulations. They were founded on mutual protection and defence against 
all disturbance of the general tranquillity, and your Highness musl- be scinsible 
that, iudcpeuciont of the national honour which Avill rule tbe measures of the 
10 (i'.'-ij-umciii in the present siege, rigid adherence to the engagements 
which have been entered into with your Highness will also at all times induce 
the Company to exert themselvos for the ]'.reservation of tranquillity in your 
Highness’s and their own territories. 

The measures which have heoii adopled witli this view in the appointment of 
an army to undertake the siege of Pondicherry, are already known to your 
Highness, aiici 1 have ]!eriised your Tligliness’s as.5uranccs of furnisliiiig every 
as.sist,aiicc towards the maintcuance of tho army diirijig the, sie.gc, with addiiioiial 
pleasure, as I have that confidence in your friondsliip as to he convinced that 
you will lieavlily co-operate with the Government of JIadras iu such measures as 
may he thought advisable in that respect. 
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I lose no time therefore on perusing the application from Sir 0. Oakeley and 
your Highness’s reply to it, to suggest to your Highness the mode hy which the 
army may he supplied with every necessary article, wdiich my own expericmce 
during the long and arduous war with Tippoo Sultaun proved not only effectual 
in regard to the object, but at the same time beneficial to the country. Con- 
vinced that it is to the interest of the inhabitants to find a ' ; ^ ”■ f— 

the sale of such articles- of consumption as they might be • . , 

neither tax nor molestation of any kind prevailed, I issued dustucks for all goods 
coming for sale in my camj) ; and I positively forbad the collection of any duty 
whatever on them, either in the country through which they passed, or in the 
bazars where they were sold. The consequence of this measure was the ample 
supply of every article necessary, while the sellers were enriched by the 
assistance which they furnished to the army, and were thereby enabled to dis- 
discharge their rents to Government. I have therefore now to request that 
your Highness will give positive orders throughout your country, such as I 
have directed may be issued in the Northern Circars and in the Jagheer, and 
shall recommend may be enjoined to the Eajah of Tanjore, that all people 
under your Highness’s authority .«hall not only have 'liberty, hut even encou- 
ragement, to sell every article which they can spare, and that all goods going 
to the camp for the use of the army may pass free from all duties and impe- 
diments whatever. Did not • . ’ ' : of the success of this measure 

authorise me to make the ■ ■ • • ' • ‘ ’.t to your Highness, I should 

have had no doubt that the expediency of it would have had full force on your 
jnind ; and therefore I shall not trouble you with any further arguments in 
its favour, than the fair prospects which it holds out of supplying the army 
without constant applicati- ■ ' • • H-;-'' ’'.'- — f^erity of the 
country, which will fully : • ‘ . ' ' . the exemp- 
tion of the duties, a defici ' . v b ■ • r-‘ 

which they will bear from r ■ ' ■ t - 

ness and themselves will derive in the successful issue of the campaign. 

T shall h.iv.'s ib..r likasuiT: of an interview with your Highness on my arrival 
at wi;-, i'. vv::l ii.'':ord me particular happiness to converse with your 

Highness on those points which you may think proper to suggest ; for your 
Highness may he assured that I am not willing to recommend any measure to 
yon, nor to adopt any myself, which may be repugnant to your pleasure : my 
earnest desire is to provide for the general welfare. 


No. LXXIII. 

The following pages contain the substance of the plan proposed by Lord Corn- 
wallis f..;- ;'l: j of the King’s and jg detailed 

in 164 p.'iv.ij'.'.q.'h.s. Of Oui'e some are printed • , ■■ ■ are condensed, 

and a good many, which refer to unimportant points, are altogether omitted. 

Maeqtjis Cobewallis to the Eight Hon. Heney Dundas. 

Sib, ir.-i-:, ’■:■!!, rii! Ni-.-cT'.-i’-.-r, no i. 

1. I have had (he hcr.our to rrccivo yc-ur lecior diucd .^i pti ii - or Ls!, 
requesting me to give luy ( !i • 'i the I eni "ivslc of ui;w~mG'.xliiog il.e arn-y 
in India, wiih a view io give sa:h:\ aisd permiiacnec to (-nr lialiiisi empire, :ual io 
prevent the continuance or revival of those discontents and jealousies which have 
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so often manifested themselves "between the King’- .-“d P-r'';”-;-’- r... -well 

as between the Company’s troops belonging to •' "■ ' ' ■ ■ ■' ■ '■ that 

part of the world. 

2. Having been informed by a letter which I received from you before I left 

India, that this arrangement w ^ ^ <■ 

I took the opportunity of the to 

r ,r ' -■■ ■, ■ ’ ; ,Vs , r- T’ . ■ 1 ■ uch of my thoughts 

;■ ■■■ .. ■ ■.■■■ ■ ; ■ "cated subject; and 

■ .■ ■; ■■ w submitted to your 

consideration. 

3. I am not so confident in my opinions as to imagine that they will not 

admit of many ■ ;■ ' ^ 1 •' t' : but I can assure you that 

in arranging ’ '■ ' ■ ’ ■ ' sts, wishes, and prejudices 

of a great number of individuals, and the interests of the East India Company 
and of the nation at large, are so intimately concerned and blended, I have 
endeavoured to divest my mind of every kind of partiality and prejudice, and 
that, in stating the principles and regulations of this plan, it has been my 
intention, according to the best of my judgment, to pay equal regard to the 
present and future just rights of ofiicers serving in a distant and unhealthy 
climate, and to a consideration of the means which I conceive will be necessary 
to give a reasonable prospect of securing the permanent possession of our valu- 
able Asiatic territories to the British nation. 

4. The Company’s military arrangements have by no means kept pace with 
the gradual increase of their territories, and the consequent occasional augmenta- 
tions of their establishments ; and the defects in the constitution of the army are 
now of a nature, that, unless remedied, they would soon render the officers in 
general no less discontented with their situations, than unfit for the discharge of 
the duties which may be necessary for the protection of the British interests in 
India. 

5. Previous to my proposing remedies for these defects, I shall take a general 
view of the present constitution, and of some of the usages in ihc Company’s 
array ; and after proi>osing the new ostablishmeiits, and explaining the principles 

on which ray recommendations are founded, I r-;--.--:'- v, , 

which appear to mo to be indispensably necessary i- ^ ‘ ■ 

into complete effect. . . . 

Lord Cornwallis then proceeds to describe the- r-visiir.g state of the Indian 
army. The promotion was by seniority, rog-.i.-.u.; i:-y ;1 c vacancies in each 
Presidency. There were no generals, and only 52 field-officers out of upwards of 
1000 officers, exclusive of cavalry, engineers, and artillery. Thus the hope of 
promotion, so powerful an engine in animating the exertions of military men, 
was so slight, that few could expect to attain the rank of colonel while tit for 
active service. 

No officer, even if compelled from bad hcaltb lo solicit a short furlough, could 
return to Europe without resigning his commission ; and if he remained in 
Europe beyond a very lijuited time, be could not be re-admitted into the service. 
Should he be allowed to return to India, ho was seconded, upon greatly dimi- 
iiishod pay and allowances, until a vacancy occurred in his own rank. Those 
permanently quitting the service had no retirement, except the pittance they 
could derive from Lord Clive’s Fund. Under these circumstances ofiicers had 
often been forced, in order to realize indopenclcni fcrturios, tv) b.avc rc:course to 
means incompatible with the principles which should aoiince rniiirray nuai. 

The native infantry differed in many points from the European ; from the 
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ranks of tlie latter, tke former ’.rorc v.Rk EnAoyo.'in oomTn’Js^'jr.od an<l 

non-commissioned officers, who v.-cre -.vith ;nTii: eavi:. l!in(.o 

the remaining officers took hut little pains with their European soldiers, who 
were almost universally recruited from a class far inferior to those who filled the 
ranks of the King’s regiments. 

The artillery, having the choice of all the Company’s recruits, was well com- 
posed. The officers of engineers generally good, hut v.-Iili lillle evi'or'cnco. The 
native cavalry too few in number to deserve any paviicuhir noiin'. irt the 
Madras Presidency the cavalry were generally, and in the Bengal Presidency 
almost entirel; . Mahometans. In all the Presidencies the infantry 

were mostly 1!' few Christians on the coast of Coromandel, and a 

few Jews on the coast of Malabar. Great differences existed both in language 
and customs, but the men were in every case much attached to their respective 
countries and kindred. With regard to the pay of all ranks, and gratuities to 
i ■ .',"■•1 ■"■'''•.’terns, there was little or no difference in the several Presi- 

• . ■ , = . was not the case as to batta. The allowances varied from no 

batta at all in Bombay, to double full batta at some of the Bengal stations ; and 
as in many cases the allowances were smallest where the price of provisions was 
highest, there seeme"! :■ ''■••• . . ■^'^.ese differences, except 

from the state of the ’■ c ‘ ’.•• I'"- > ' -. Such want of uni- 

formity in the systems, naturally produced jealousy and discontent to a very 
serious extent. . . . 

80. The climate of India, and several customs that cannot easily be altered, 
expose European officers to some articles of expense, which are not indispensably 
req-iv's'te ii-; nll.or parts of the world where British troops are stationed ; and it 
will tiiei-c-ibve necessary to attend to those considerations in fixing their allow- 
!ni<'( s : blit as the fi liowlng propo.fitior.s for now-modelling the army, are calcu- 
lii'-o ! iL.'i oiily fir panting I’ne ofiloer-- of i; c- Indian army on an equal footing with 
llic.'O oi' j., King’s 'lI-cojih .sorving in (pi ’enint p-aris of the world in their future 
cIs of promotion, Init also ibr enabling them to visit their native country 
o(;',.'i'..siotiiil!y nnriiig li'.o p'lriful oi' liioi.’ • 'r.-M -1 \ '• to iprr.l 

the latter part of their days in it, •.'■*; 

is enjoyed by the officers of the British army in general the necessity of their 
ti;'b„-,ivo:!''ir:”. lo iic.iuire in-.lrmondont f-irtur.os in Indio, fov the purpose of securing 
iiiO'i; iiigii g”:i:!i!c(.L!un<, will no loiisxr 

8.1. F’-oi'i iiM niifvntjim.oto pror.or.sitv to intemperance which is so general 
nl! l!:v Er.i'opf r.n so'.dic-rs In India, I am clear in opinion that allowances 
beyond wbin will |;|■oo^;rli for iliein iJic real comfoi*ts of life w abundance (for 
■ ■' 1 ‘I .•"■’‘.'•V. ■" peace, and in rdmost ary sitnaPon 

■ i.' ',- only be nnadvi.sa-'le ill mg, on! to liio 

: 1"-^ p- +no soldiers themselves j and the pay of all 

v‘.': ■■ •■...■ ■ ■'■ ■ — wants and 

habits of living, and to the pay ’ '. < 'vice of the 

Native Powers, that it can seldom he necessary to allow any hatta, and never 
more than half-hatta to the troops of that description.^ 

32. The foregoing general statement of the constitution and allowances of 
the army, -will show some of the defects of the Company’s military system, which 
in several essential points is roial’v di-Teront rven: the internal constitution and 
many of the usag(;s of the King’.s ;u-:r.y ; ard as 1 am most decidedly of opinion, 
tliat tlic Company’s pos3c.ssions in India cannot he secured without the assistance 

' Uy i.liis it was never intended to deprive EUcli of the ^I'ativc troops of irAnr batta as have bitbcrlo 
enjoyed it. 

YOL. II.* 2 P 



570 


LOED COENWALLIS. 


App. Ko. LXXIII. 


■ ’---I- ■^T’- "**■ T ■" ’■ to declare that 

■ ■ ■ !. . would have a 

. permanent and useful effect for the satisfaction of the individuals of both services 
! and for the public good, unless, as a preliroinary measure, the whole of our force 
: in India, as well Native as European, shall be transferred to His Majesty’s 
i service, and, with a few modifications, be regulated and conducted in future 
; according to the rules which have long operated in the King’s army. 

33 . It must however at the same time be clearly understood, that all His 
; Majesty’s troops serving in India are to be perfectly subordinate to the Com- 
j pany’s Governments in that country, and to obey all orders that they may 
I receive either directly from those Governments, or through them from the Court 
i of Directors. 

34 . The new arrangement that I shall propose for the Indian army will 

therefore be founded upon the supposition that the above measure will he 
adopted ; and as I am strongly impressed with a conviction that it will be of 
essential importance to the interests of Britain, that Europeans should be dis- 
. . I ^ ’I colonizing and settling in our 

■ ■ . I Ic ■ • ’ . expedient that it should be a 

fundamcutal principle in the new system, not only to relieve the corps of 
European troops frcqiieutly, hnt also to secure the return of all military men, 
who may he entitled to any provision from the public, to their mother country, 
I'V ■i'cr.d>ri';':,r r.ll per-ievs cr'l f.’l-v.vances to them after they are worn out, or may 
i. V'CC’i p :(» '.v.ir-.: ' the service, payable to those only who shall 

actually claim them in Europe. 

3 ". ‘ } state of the European regiments, which' 

would ever he felt from the frequent 
' ! - ‘ ‘ Native Corps, would alone induce me to 

■ . i ■ • • . ■ • ‘the service should be entirely separated, 

and no interchange of officers he in future admitted between them ; but should 
frequent- reliefs take place w. o ch, additional objection would 

arise f'e the apprntrr.er.f' i.; N*. ccr; ? iVcni European regiments, in 

( ' 11 _ <i >' I >) 1 I of patronage in a Commander-in-Chief, by 

)i _ '•1 < .1 ' ( I- officer just arrived from Europe, who has had 

■> » ■) I 1 1 V r p ^ ’i r;; 1^0, 'ho lvi:s! kir.rAhid.o uf ‘.’.r; lar.iUiC:-.; 

1 L -1 t 1 11 .1:0 hiiiih'c i.riua-)'. (if 

public mreresc. 

36 . It is true that in point of qualification for the duties of an Euroiiean 

regiment, there could be no material objection to the removal of officers from the 
Native to the European branch ; but as it is proposed that the officers of the 
Native branch shall h-a*’-: a rrrsroc'' of equal r.dvru'.r.go In (heir own line with 
the officers of the ; ii allow the former 

to interfere with the promotion of those who are not suffered to enjoy a reci- 
procal advaninge. 

37 . No distinction should, in my opinion, be made either in the mode of 
lii'omotion of officers, or in iiny other respect, belwoon the Company’s European 
troops tliah may he transferred to the King’s service, and ilio.se of the correspond- 
ing branches which at present compose His Majesty’s army : but some deviations 
from the rules that are sufficiently suitable to the European troops will he neces- 
sary in the Native branch of the service, particularly in regard to the promotion 
of officers, which I recommend to he made (with certain exceptions that will he 
proposed under the head of Native Estahlislimenls) by regimental seniority as 
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far as the rank of Major, and afterwards by seniority in the line at each Pre- 
sidency : becanse I conceive it to 4.np4. indulgence of a tempo- 
rary leave of absence, which th. ■ ' , ■ ' . ‘native troops will enjoy in 

common with those of the European re^ments, will afford them the same advan- 
tage of obtaining support from their connexions at home, as the others may 

derive from a more permanent residence ----- 

ri'-;:-! nPrfs of the P:n-G;cn.n r'rrs : and! ■ '■ ' , ■ ; . . 

i-ervi. es are uj'.aln rai,>;y fx-.d i" so distant a quarter of the globe, ought to be 
protected by ■ ’ 1 V - •. the hazard of suffering by the abuse 

of patronage in any Oommauaer-in-uniei. 

88. I am perfectly aware that the assistance of European non-commissioned 
officers is extremely convenient to the officers of the native corps ; and, when 
proper non-commissioned officers can be found, that they are in sovoral 
of substantial use in that branch of the service; but as I krow il'ai in a:! 
European regiment it is seldom possible to find a sufficient number of sober and 

propiHy-rpialified men to fill its own ostablishme: . ■ . ■ ■ ' 

I'.M'i -.vor.iii 1:;! ;o that the 3 ■' 

sent to derange their own internal economy and c ’ . ’■ ■ . i , ;■ ■■ 

ful non-commissioned officers, I shall not propose that description of men as part 
of the Native establishment ; and as I shall recommend a considerable augmenta- 
tion of commissioned European officers to the Native troops, I do not apprehend 
that this alteration can occasion any material detriment to the service, 

38. T' ' bserve, 11. al fi. i- inqraclic.'.llc to pr‘c:::i:, h< a sl ( ri. 

time, ■ ' V • of me?! of ; ro, ov c, re.d .'i/.o a;..! 

strength for the duties of a soldier, Vr d-e Nafivo r-(..)ps on the Madras and 
Bombay establishments ; and that on the contrary, an unlimited.number of men 
of the best quality for Native soldiera, may at any time be raised in a very short 
period for the Bengal troops, from the populous provinces in that quarter of the 
Company’s dominions. 

40. I shall therefore recommend a lower establishment for each of the compa- 
nies of the Bengal troojis during peace, than for those of the Madras and Bombay 
cstablislnncnta, beoansi? on any emergency there can be no difficulty in aug- 
menting them at the shortest w'arning, 

41. Considering the state of the other Powers of India, the great extent and 
value of our possessions, and the long period which mnst unavoidably elapse 
before iissislancc can Ix! .sc-nL from Europe, it does not appear advisable that any 
material reduction should he made in the number of the men, either Europeans 
or Natives, that are now employed in India ; in order, however, to remedy the 
radical defects of the present establishments, some addition.al expense must he 
incurred ; hut I trust that the increase will not he found considerable ; ami, in 

ret ' -'i plan will sufficiently secure the attachment 

of ■ ■ • prospect to the despondSng British officers, 

and render the European forces more useful and efficient for promoting and 
maintaining the interests of their country. 

42. To effect these ■ ■ ■ ' ' — . necessary to lay down as 

fundamental principles. ive branches of the service 

(11. 1 - T.r.vCiii's iofi) ’ c (-ii i'xdy separated, and that the Native estah- 

.''.O’.:'.'; cor.: ;: m?o <;;sr::.ci !-.?.d separate, as at present, at the different 
Prosidencie.s in Tndi.a. T shall now' give my sentiments with regard to the new 
esfablislirncnts, wdiich T recommend. . . . ’ 

Lord Cornwallis then proceeds Lo recommend the following changes in the 
difleroiiL hranches of the service. 
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Thk Abtillebt, 


The six battalions of Company’s •p--’-"-:'- 



■ ■■ ■> ■■ ; ■■■ . ■ this arrangement to the 

just claims of the King’s officers from their long standing in the service. 


Cavalry. 

The Madras cavalry — ^five regiments to he consolidated into four, forming one 
brigade, with five field-officers among them. 

Supernumerary officers to be seconded till they succeed to vacancies. 

Officers on leave in Europe to draw their pay, but not their allowances ; 
which should go to the officers discharging their duties. 

The Governor-General’s body-guard to remain on the existing footing. 

Officers under the rank of colonel, may, after serving a certain number of 
years, retire on full pay, or, with permission, sell their commissions. 

If a lieutenant-colonel should retire on full pay, the senior major in the 
brigade to succeed, but the vacancies so made to be filled up by regimental 
promotion. 

European Infantry. 

The 12 battalions of eight companies each to be formed into eight of 10 
companies : — Bengal four, Madras three, and Bombay one. Three field-officers, 
ci;;b( 20 “■.il,;.'!l-3ms, besides staff, and 850 rank and file, besides 

.s.:;jc.r'.'..s iU'.d f.'i'uu-mc.-s. i:: eacli battalion. 

The rules in the King’s service as to promotion and sale of commissions to 
be observed in tliese corps. 

All soldiers already enlisted to be permitted to Complete their engagements, 
if they think fit, according to their original stipulations, and non-commissioned 
ofScers in Native regiments to remain there, or be seconded on the European 
regiments as the Commander-in-Ohief may think fit. 

European soldiers to be encouraged, if fit for service, to in India 

when their regiments go home, and a bounty to piiid if i hey rc-imlisi. 


Native Infantry. 

The Native regiments to be formed into 26 regiments of two battalions 
each, and in each battalion 10 companies : — 12 at Bengal, 10 at Madras, and 
2 at Bombay. The establishment of each battalion in Bengal to he 45 European 
officers, and 1702 Native officers and men. 

In Malms ,eud Be-’r.bav- 200 Native privates more. 

Tii(! r.vauccrs Lo li; gcr.cTally according to the existing system in Bengal, 
hut to he called “ I.r-iia pay,” 

Paymasters to be nominated as in the King’s service, and allowances for 
repair of arms, &c,, to be as in the King’s regiments. 

All officers, of whatever rank, to he allowed to sell their regimental com- 
missions on retiring from the service, without reference to any brevet rank they 
may hold. 

Off-reckonings to he for the benefit of the colonel. 

The Bombay Marine batlalioii to remain on its existing footing. 

-.'-rr""'- 1- ‘ , 1 . r an option to the medical officers, to 

~ ■ '■■■■■' ■ ■ f ■ ; . or to enter into the military branch. 

And, as all sale of commissions in this class must he strictly prohibited, pension.^ 
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to be granted on retirement, varying from 160Z. to 500L, according to rank and 
length of service. 

Chaplains. 

To be regulated on the same principles as the medical officers. 

Detailed regulations -were suggested for the Lascars and other unimportant 
branches of the service. 

Provision to be made for an immediate supply of cadets to fill vacancies 
caused by the new arrangements. 

Pay and allowances, when not specially mentioned, to be the same as 
among the King’s troops. . . , 

108. All officers belonging to the Company’s cavalry and infantry, under 
the rank of Colonel, who, consistently with ■I’ t- . 

re-admitted into the army, and may hereafter i i ■ d’.- ; 

the place of the Court of Directors) to return to India, to serve with such corps as 
the Cpmmander-in-Ohief or the Commander of the Forces at the Presidency to 
which they belong may think proper, and to receive the pay and allowances of 
their rank, until vacancies in the Native establishment shall fall for them. It 
has been proposed that field-officers should have rank in the line at each Pre- 
sidency. Licuteiiiint-coloncls and majors will therefore take their ]-irnrcr place in 
the list at the Presidency to which they belong, upon their arrivid, J5ul <o do 
justice to the captains and subalterns now in Europe, who may not be able to 
avail themselves of the opp-'-rturity of being placed in the nev-' emps at their first 
(', Hi;. acconliri: ro i::ei“ snm.ii-'g in the servi-’.. ! m '•''-ry d'-;” 
be ex('i;:pn.ivl i.he of ih< ri;!.* whicl: is ;o ' ■ ; • " ■ \ ' ,.'i ■ ! 

from one regiment to another after the new arrangement shall have taken place ; 
and that when vacancies fall for them in their respective ranks, they shall come 
into tho corps in which such vacancies may fall, according to their original 
standing in the service at the Presidency to which they belong. . . , 

111. The great promotion in all ranks of the Company’s service, which would 
immediately take place on the adoption of the proposed arrangement, oven if the 
officers were to be confined to tho Native service alone, without being admitted 
into the eight Ehropean regiments which are henceforward to he incorporated 
into the general mass of the British army, renders it absolutely necessary to pay 
some attention to the officers of the King’s regiments now serving in India — who 
must on this occasion suffer a most mortifying supercession; who, from the 
distance of their f”'"* 

pating in tbe rapid : v, - ■ ■■■ ’ ’ : • ,• ■. n •• ■ '■ . ■■ : < ; . 

the British army in consequence of the present war, . • ■ '.h .■ , s 

i. :-y ■ ■■’ ■ ' i ■■■ -rp*'- -"mplain of, as any part of 

1 ■ ' ■ : .. ■ . I ' ■ " ; 'isting system was to con- 
i'" ■ . . ■ ■■ , the Bengal establishment, 

’ . , i ; ■’■:'■■■ ■■ ' ■■■' ■ '■■■ ofopinionthatas,exclu- 

: y.,-. -vTill ■ ■’ engineers, 

y the ; ■■■ .o' ' ' ' '■ of infantry 

only, of fourteen colonels to the Company’s present establishment in India, the 
preference should be given in the disposal of ilu’ orcrl’t Er.ropr.an vryimr-iit.s, to Ibo 
officers of the rank of colonel in the King’s a-scy, v. iiO serv<,d u! My.«,jv wa;-, 
before those of the Company’s service of an ii;.i'crio:- r.mk ; wide::, at (..l.c .sanu! 

rl'.fii. it inurt le ( .' nsiilcvc.'l r.s avi acl of ju.-tii;-.: due lo a who filled very 
bigli ll^^! i!':; (;rt.nu siaibrn- duriu, ■“ i •1 .i 

long services to plead, and who must severely feel a total neglect of their jne- 
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tensions, at a time that so much consideration is shown to the merits and claims 
of every part of the military establishment in India. 

112. Upon the new establishment being completed, lists of all the Company’s 

officers who shall have come into the King’s service, to be transmitted to the 
War Office, pnrticnlarly specifying the dates of their Brevet commissions of 
King’s rank ; ai)d it will, in ray opinion, be reasonable and . 

should then be had to those dates, and that the same a( ' ■■ ■ : . 

brevet should be given to officers above the rank of subaltern, which they would 
have obtained if they had been previously in the list of the King’s ai-my, in con- 
sequence of any general brevets that have been granted by His Majesty since 
9tli July, 1783. 

113. The same rule to he followed with regard to the Company’s officers 
now in England, who may hereafter obtain leave from His Majesty (in the place 
of the Court of Directors) to return to India, to be re-admitted into the army ; 
and not only the colonels to be in future promoted in their turn to take the rank 
of General officers, but all other officers are likewise to be considered as equally 
intitled with those of the rest of His Majesty’s troops, to be included in any 

that the King may be pleased occasionally to make in their 
-ix.-.r-'cilve but, , conformable to the practice of His Majesty’s service, a 

colonel is not to vacate his regiment by his promotion to the rank of General 
officer, nor are any other officers who may obtain promotion by brevet, to have a 
claim to hig^'^v y.:‘.y ib in I’.rl 'vi-tal rank. 

114. Ail o:V- in <: C "-y’s service, who shall arrive at the 

rank oi' Cn::: ::;-.’.; K.- u'.ig’l-k so porv.- His Majesty in any joart of the 

world. ... 

The nest subjects entered upon, were the reduction of military expenses, the 
reformation of existing abuses, and the rendering the military department suffi- 
ciently subordinate to the civil government. 

Lord Cornwallis thought it highly necessary that the rank and authority of 
the person cntrust.nd with the charge of a r"vi of His Majesty’s forces 

should be upheld ns much as possible ; iu'-.'. i o i!'.!'.-'.-;-; 'hat to him alone should 
be given Use title of Commander-in-Chief, and that commanding officers at the 
subordinate settlements should he styled “ Commanding Officer of the Forces at 
Madras,” “ Bombay,” &c. ; they, by authority of the Court of Directors, having 
Feats ns Fncor.'l t-i Ci-'mci’., except when the offices of Governor-General and 
nil', 1. r '•’•ed :<j he united in the same person. 

All Company’s infantry officers were to choose between the European and 
Native branches of the service; and should there be a larger nnnibcr for cither, 
than could be at once provided for, preference to be given to seniors in each 
rank, and supernumeraries to he en second, with pay and allowances, until 
absorbed. 

In arranging the new cavalry and infantry establishments, officers tii b.o 
appointed according to seniority ; hut in future, captains and subalterns 
exchanging, must enter their new regiments as juniors in their respective 
. ranks. . . . 

120. In order to prevent abuse of the indulgence of leave of absence lo 
Europe, by officers prolonging their slat* at home upon improper pretexts, or iiiaking 
use of intrigue and private interest to obtain a renewal of tlicir leave, it ought 
to be an established rnlc that the pay of all officers under the rank of colonel, 
whether of tbe European or Native branch of the service, should he stopped after 
the ex pi ral ion ol tlio period which has Ixien proposed for their leave of absence 
from India ; and, to render all solicitation incliectnal for the recovery of such 
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pay, it sRouM, when stopped, become immediately tRe property of some cRarity- 
fiind in India. 

121. SRould the stoppage of pay prove inefficacious for inducing officers to 
return witRout furtRer loss of time to tReir duty in India, tRe names of sucR of 
them as sRall prolong tReir stay in Europe two years beyond the above- 
mentioned period, are, without admitting any excuse whatever, to be struck out 
of the list of the army as Raving resigned the service, and their vacancies to be 
filled . 

T . ■ . ■ . ^pointed to regiments in India 

(if no. i | must embark within two years 

after ’■ ^ o' ' ■ ' ' ' .ental expenses, Indian officers 

appointed to the staff, are, as a general rule, to continue upon it for four years. 
Staff-officers, besides their liberal pay, to receive allowances in time of peace 
for ' ; - - mp-equipage, &c., with an increase in time of war. 

. ‘ ) Oor'.m’ officcr.5 and co’or;cI.« orvf-ir’.ici.is in b'ld:.'!, not 

req; : ■ esiieir; bui cr iion; :;ov in India wid, 

they receive more than regimental pay and the profits of the off-reckoning fund. 

TRe army to continue furnishing officers to fill the posts of military auditor- 
general, judge-advocates, fort-majors and adjutants, general commissioners of 

stores, &c. &c. ; but all so employed to be on the strer~'"'^ -p 

"('..‘uk'I : : f, .• o.ffici -, after the embarkation of ! ,■ 

i.. iioi-.L any i.dice in India, excepting "■■■;. .i,.- ' ■■■ 

g'':!'' 'T.i or , iidjiv.:!'-.! and quarter-master general or deputies ; fort-major 
or !i’'.j',:v;'.i'.i, ii’.jti A. 1). C., sui.;' officers Raving certain indulgences as to visiting 
Europe. . . . 

136. A.s the r.hovc propo-itior.i- t- ^ o ^c:rc a competent income to the 
military cffic.rr.s .servit-g in lad'-. . ' >• 'mu iy leriods of their service, but 
also the ■iibi'i.Uiiii'! advar.'.-uu: t'.: C. i !» ti ('f u’.i opening being made for 
tliL'h- !;! '■.didim ii-ilitii'y’ s '.•luL-er.ce of bci:!-.' ciuibled to 

visi; occ.'.crer.r.II^ w ;i i > ■ p i civ i siy, cr.d iho 'mRc; ice., of 

I cviuu ii !'■; i.Mwer :o ul ’.-.c 1: i j of I'-v iv iivi-s iii iv.civ iir.five 
couMTy, tid.cj' i,.y c ' iu.. psw, t.v s-.rluuj I. civ cou.. 'US, cr by 

remaining in service until they obtain the command and emoluments of a regi- 
ment, — all ideas must be given up m the ar' i 

advantages in any shape whatever, beyond the ; > ..• 1 v d-' 

shall be allotted to the respective ranks ; and if any officer shall be detected in 
making such attempt, he ought to be tried by a General Court Martial, for 
behaving in a manner unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman, 
and, if convicted, be dismissed from the service. 

136. The collection of bazar duties, and the practice in some parts of India of 

making usurious loans at country stations, to aumildars, -.-—i- other 
natives, being two of the most objectionable of the modes bv -s ■ have 

acquired emoluments in India, are to be particularly jjointed out to them as 
being strictly prohibited ; and any officer who shall be convicted before a General 
Court Miirtial of having d' t ’--v- -- •» i’-- . 1 - ,..--^-^ p?:, rrofos.sion, by 

having boon guilty of e’ " oe ■.ii.-u.issot! rw.^r.. the 

service, and, if possible, '■ y ti.ui. b.c usay iiavc 

acquired by such unworthy means. 

137. The only exception from the above regulation should be made in the 
case ofi'.'i aru.iy or detnoh mont rnmn actual service in the field during the war ; 
when iliii c. !'.:n'av..’.ii'.i': trhrr may be permitted to levy a moderate duty upon 
spirits and intoxicating drugs, for the purpose of restraining the excessive use of 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


576 


App. No. LXXIII. 


those articles, and of raising a fund for defraying the expense of the conduct and 
management of the public bazars of that army or detachment. 

188. No duty ought, in any case whatever, to be levied in military bazars,’ 
except upon spirits and intoxicating drugs. . . . 

In the next articles frequent chanre ofq’i-arh. -s and stations was enjoined, 

as tending to improve the disci p'-irii- of ’Lii-:' t ’I ■' ’ ssen the 

temptations of officers to make loans, &c. ‘ r - ■ colonel 

to retain command at any station from whence his corps is removed. 

Allowances to field-officers, called revenue-money, or commission on revenue, 
to he discontinued, because, comparatively with tbeir brother officers in different 
parts of the -world their income is competent to their station j and as the indul- 
gences from which they will derive essential benefit increase the Company’s 
expenses, it is just to make this saving. 

Allowances for camp-equipage and carriage to be continued to sepoy officers 
in Bengal, and extended to other parts of the Company’s 'possessions, where 
regular reliefs by land can be established. . Fixed allowances to be given to 
certain officers, in lieu of the lascars, &c., furnished to them. 

The Company to pay the passages of officers sent to and from India. Effi- 
cacious measures to he taken to repress exorbitant charges, and to secure, on 
reasonable terms, passages in the Company’s ships for officers, whether such 
passages are paid for by themselves or by the Company. 

The Commander-in-Chief to have the sole power of granting leave of absence 
to Europe, transmitting the particulars to the Supreme Government, and 
Governments of the respective Presidencies. 

The rule requiring officers to produce certificates of having satisfied all 
public demands before they can retire or go home on leave, to continue in 
force. 

No augmentations or reductions of the army in India to he made except 
by instructions from England, or by explicit orders from the Supreme Govern- 
ment, addressed to the Commander-in-Chief, and to the Governments and’ Com- 
manding-Officers at the subordinate Presidencies. Regiments and detachments 
not 1.0 be moved, nor any general reliefs nor movements of troops to take place, 
without the express consent of the Supreme Government. 

No additions to he made to military allowances in India without the 
express consent of the Court of Directors. 

Annual demands for ordnance and other stores to he transmitted as usual 
by the Company’s Government to the Court of Directors : such stores to be 
furnished by the Company, or, on the requisition of the Court of Directors, by 
the Board of Ordnance, the Company paying the freight, &c. 

The Court of Directors and Company’s Government to retain complete power 
to examme aud control all couih'gi ur Ac. 

Sl5',:’.ii'l ;l.o Mi.i’.avy il'm-iis ii: diTi-rr-m Presidencies (after the transfer 

of the army to the King’s service) not appear sufficiently dependent upon the 
Company’s Govcminents to ensure minute obedience to their orders for en- 
forcing rigid economy, these Governments may establish other Boards, or adopt 
any measures they think necessary. 

No persons who are not descended on both sides from European parents, 
.can he admitted into the European branch of the service, oxropl a-; 
fifers, or other musicians; nor can such persons he i.n \'..o 

establishment of European officers in Native troops, though those already in 
may remain. - . . 

158. In order to prevent, as far as may he practicable, the pernicious 
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effects of dissensions or of want of subordination in the military department 
to the civil Governments, at so great a distance from the seat of Government 
of the British Empire, the Company’s Governments in India to be anthorized to 
suspend and send home, in the most summary manner, any officer of the army, 
from the highest to the lowest rank, when they shall think it necessary for the 
public good. 

159. The charge against an officer so suspended, or sent home, to be exa- 
mined in the maimer that His Majesty may be pleased to direct; and the 
respective Governments by which such measures may have been adopted, are to 
be responsible for their conduct to the Court of Directors ; but every attempt 
in a military officer to resist the authority of any of the Governments in India, 
to be rendered highly criminal. 

160. The subordinate Governmtsen are not however to proceed to the ex- 

tremity of sending home an officer of the army, without previously obtaining 
the approbation and sanction of the — vr*:" n -'-.’-•s the circum- 
stances of the case should be of so . .■ a nature, as 

obviously to justify „ , , ........ 

161. In new-mO' ' . ■ - be p^id to the existing 

charitable institutior ' . ‘ aking care of the children 


■ ■ • ' ^ regiments relative to each other, to be 

. , ■ ■ ‘ .e Commander-in-Chief ; and in placing 

' '■ ’T./ is to be considered whether 

regiments that were raised a 


168. * " ••'I ” ' o whole of the Company’s military establish- 
ments ' ■ ■ ■ , ■■ ■ ••‘Good Hope, should be transferred from the 

C.- may also be thought expedient that the small body of 

: i , ■ land of Saint Helena should form a part of the Icing’s 

army, and be occasionally relieved. 

164. In proposing the above regulations, 1 have not presumed to suggest the 
authority by which they ought to be established ; but every means should be 
taken to render such of them as it may be thought proper to adopt, efficient and 
permanent ; and I must likewise add, that in order to prevent contradictory 
instructions from being transmitted to India, and to preserve a systematic uni- 
formity in conducting the business of that country, it appears to me incli'spenpably 
necessar. "■ ' 1 •: ' ’ ■ ■ *■ E-v ". '' i-' ■■ ’ 

to them !■ ■■ i • , • 

should; ' ■ '-I ■' ' ' i- • 

being, f ■■ ■ . !' ' .. ; .. c.. 

COENW ALLIS. 
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